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WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store of Westfield will host a special
author appearance this weekend. On
Saturday, February 17th, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m., Westfield author Dor-
othy Cantor will be in the store to
promote her new book, “What Do
You Want to Do When You Grow Up:
Starting the Next Chapter of Your
Life.”

Renowned psychologist Cantor
shows how to create an exciting fu-
ture in this road map for anyone in
middle or retirement age. Later life
can be richly fulfilling, intensely
satisfying, and even marked by a
newfound attitude toward life.

Autographed copies may be re-
served for those who cannot attend.
For more information, please call
The Town Book Store, (908) 233-
3535.
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SUMMIT – Summit Chorale will

present “Romance is in the Air,” an
evening of music about love of
Mendelssohn, Schubert, Schumann,
Wolf, Brahms, and Hensel. The pro-
gram is slated for Saturday, March
10, at 8 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, 587 Springfield Avenue,
Summit.

Conductor Jason Asbury will lead
the concert.

General admission is $16 and $11
for senior citizens and students. If
purchased at the door, general ad-
mission is $18 and $13 for students
and seniors.

For more information, please call
(973) 762-8486.
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WESTFIELD – The National
Guard Armory, Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, will showcase the Garden
State Home Design & Landscape
Show from Friday to Monday, Feb-
ruary 16-19.

The event is a total home remodel-
ing showcase for both the interior
and exterior, featuring landscape
designs, cooking shows and demon-
strations.

Over 100 professional companies
will attend.

The show will be open on Friday
from 4-9:20 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. to 8
p.m., and Monday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Discount coupons for admission are
available in The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Tickets are $7 for adults and $2 for
children under 12 years of age. Toddlers
are admitted for free. Parking is free.

For more information, please call
(973) 326-1333.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Valentine
Love Is Never Having

To See This Movie

1 popcorn
The truly bloodthirsty and de-

praved, as well as a good portion of
our teenaged population, will be
disappointed. Valentine, a typically
formulaic slasher flick directed by
Jamie Blanks, makes the horribly
embarrassing mistake of thinking
it has something to offer besides
hardcore revulsion. That it might
be something more than the un-
mitigated garbage it really is.

As a result, the film doesn’t
fully concentrate on the bedlam
and mayhem expected of it. Oh
sure, there’s the dozen or so das-
tardly murders perfunctorily
sprayed throughout the doings:
Figure on at least one hot tub
electrocution, several piercing
crossbow incidents, and numer-
ous Jack The Ripper- style body
excavations. But don’t expect any
real artistry served up with your
slayings.

Blame some of it on a wan script
by Donna Powers. The usual array

of well-scrubbed, semi-familiar
faces are paraded to the slaughter
when, about 10 years after he is
rebuffed and ostracized, a middle-
school nerd seeks revenge.

But oops, forget that. Wipe it
from your memory. Because after
dedicating no less than a full open-
ing scene to this premise, the direc-
tor then spends the rest of his inane
effort trying to convince us that the
killer may not really be Jeremy
Melton, goofy dork that he was.
Yeah, that’s too obvious.

Well then, pray tell, who is snuff-
ing out Jeremy’s entire peer group?
Several young men, suitors of the
movie’s female population, are each
made to look like they might be the
mad killer. It would make the di-
rector happy if you could actually
believe that one of them is the
murderer.

Of course, Mr. Blanks doesn’t
see the necessity of attaching a
motive to any one of these, er,
suspects. But go ahead anyway. He
needs all the help he can get.

The cast is a bore. All good look-
ing in a soap opera sort of way, no
doubt many of these would-be stars
have been sliced and diced before.
For such is often the recipe one
must follow if he or she wishes to
make it to Hollywood’s main
course. Only by now this crew is a
bit ripe.

All in their 20s, they can’t pass
for teens anymore. And though you
never see them on the job, but only
in their cool little apartments, they
supposedly have gained careers be-
yond camp counselor. Of course
that doesn’t stop the petulant clique
from carrying on as if they were
still back in school.

They flit from gallery opening to

party, breaking for a mandatory
funeral without missing a beat.
Molded in the post-adolescent im-
age of the viewers who will flock to
this flick no matter what any critic
— let alone an adult one — says
about it, their hormones are set for
high and the dialogue level is turned
to low. Ahh, the sexual arrogance
of youth. Hey, sure they’re getting
killed left and right, but that’s to be
expected, man. At least they’re
dating. And we’re just jealous.

Getting down to cases, though,
Valentine is a rather anemic ex-
ample of its genre. Heck, there’s
not even one beheading. That’s
right, decapitation freaks, not even
one toppling of a wide-eyed nog-
gin, staring with terror as it wobbles
toward the audience. Any horror
movie worth its spewed bone mat-
ter and severed ligaments knows
you have to have at least one way-
ward skull to get things rolling, in
a manner of speaking. What kind
of horror movie is this anyway?

Fact of the matter is, director
Blanks exhibits no great flair for
the macabre or the ghoulish. Only
one scene with a power drill shows
the slightest hint of creativity. Set-
ting the bulk of the murders in the
art deco California manse of poor
little rich girl Dorothy (Jessica
Capshaw), he allows the body count
to amass in the catacomb-like base-
ment. But only the audience knows
about it.

One must assume that the inten-
tional delay in corpse discovery is
meant to cause suspense and ten-
sion. Perhaps we’re supposed to be
concerned for the folks upstairs,
where the party rages on and no
one is the wiser. Wrong. I’ve known
flatware that deserved more empa-
thy than these cardboard cutouts.

Meanwhile, and even more curi-
ously, there are also two or three
other victims still lying around town
that were dispatched over the last
few days. No one knows about them
either. One’s in a dumpster after
falling down an elevator shaft.
Doesn’t this burg pick up its gar-
bage?

But here’s the kicker. Based on
just the one murder, the police are
looking for a serial killer. What a
great guess! The logic is dumb-
founding.

It’s as if the filmmaker were in-
advertently handed the wrong
movie to direct, but proceeded any-
way. He knows he’s supposed to
kill off people, but doesn’t quite
know what to do after that. Where
he’d really like to go is unclear. He
makes a half-baked and ultimately
inept attempt at saying something
about dating among the 20-some-
thing set.  Sort of like TV’s
“Friends” but with butcher knives,
hatchets and a homicidal maniac
skulking around in a cherub mask.

And although you do have to
give director Blanks credit for a
surprise twist ending, it’s apparent
he just doesn’t have his heart in
Valentine.

*  *  *  *  *
Valentine, rated R, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by Jamie
Blanks and stars Marley Shelton,
Denise Richards and Adam Carr.
Running time: 92 minutes.
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Westfield Commu-
nity Players, 1000 North
Avenue, Westfield for
Sabrina Fair. Audition
dates: Monday, February
26, and Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 28, at 7:30 p.m. at the
theater. Roles: Sabrina Fairchild
(20s); Maude Larrabee (50s); Julia
McKinlock (50s); Linus Larrabee,
Sr. (50s); Linus Larrabee, Jr. (late
20s); David Larrabee (late 20s);
Gretchen Larrabee (20s); Mr.
Fairchild (50s); Paul D’Argenson
(late 20s); Margaret (age variable);
2 young men and 2 young women
for speaking roles as party guests.
Show dates: Friday and Saturday
evenings, May 12, 18, 19, June 1,
2, 8 and 9.

Circle Players, 416 Victoria Av-
enue, Piscataway for The Last Night
of Ballyhoo. Audition dates: Tues-
day, February 20, at 7:30 p.m. and
Thursday, February 22, at 7:30 p.m.
Roles: 2 women (40-50 years of age),
2 women (mid-20s), 1 man (40-50),
2 men (mid-20s). Show dates: Friday
and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m.,
April 20 to May 12, 1 Sunday mati-
nee, April 29, at 2 p.m. For more
information, please call (732) 968-
7555.
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SOLID PERFORMANCE…The well-known ensemble, Solid Brass, will appear at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield, on Sunday, February 25, at 4 p.m. No strangers to audiences in this area, they will return to the great stone
Gothic space of Crescent and Crescent Concerts to perform works ranging from Medieval ceremonial music to
arrangements of works from the likes of Bizet, Filmore, Gabrieli, Gershwin, Handel, Joplin, Vaughn Williams, Wagner
and big band from the pen of Goodman, Ellington and others. Tickets for this performance are $15, general admission,
$10 for senior citizens, and $5 for students. For concert information, please call (908) 756-2468. The Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church is located at Watchung Avenue and East Seventh Street in Plainfield. Funding for this concert has
been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
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WESTFIELD – The public is
cordially invited to attend an excit-
ing concert series, the Westfield
Bach Festival, being presented in
Westfield on the last weekend in
February. The series will consist of
three concerts featuring the works
of Johann Sebastian Bach.

The first concert , entitled,
“Brandenburgs!,” will be presented
on Friday, February 23, at 7:30
p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
The program will include
Brandenburg Concertos 4 and 6, a
trio sonata for two flutes and
continuo, and French suite for harp-
sichord. The concert will be per-
formed by The Ducal Chamber
Players, a group of mixed instru-
mentalists that has been assembled
for this concert to give the type of
performance that would have been
available to Bach at the court of
Köthen.

The second concert, “Pulling
Out All the Stops: Bach Organ
Marathon,” is planned for Satur-
day afternoon, February 24, at 3
p.m. a t  First  Congregational
Church. The program will be pre-
sented by Mary Lou Stevens (3
p.m.), Rives Cassel (3:30 p.m.),
David Drinkwater (4 p.m.), Trent
Johnson (4:30 p.m.), and Barbara
Thomson (5 p.m.).

Many of the best known of Bach’s
organ works will be featured, be-
ginning with the “Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor” and ending with
the “Passacaglia and Fugue in c
minor.” Other works will include

various chorale preludes, preludes
and fugues in C major and f minor,
and fugues in G major and g mi-
nor.

There will be a break every half
hour when the performers change.
Attendees are invited to come and
enjoy various performers or works
they would like to hear or come and
experience the hole program. De-
tails of the performances may be
found at
www.westfieldbachfestival.homestead.com.

The final program, the Westfield
Bach Festival Gala Concert, is on
Sunday evening, February 25, at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic
Church. Featuring the Westfield
Bach Festival Chorus, soloists and
orchestra conducted by Andrew
Megill, the program will include a
concerto for two harpsichords, Can-
tata 51 and Cantata 80.

Tickets will cost $50 for the se-
ries of $20 each for the concerts
held Friday and Saturday and $30
for the Sunday concert.

Tickets for the complete series
only will be available at The Clas-
sic Basket, Lancaster, Ltd., Peri-
winkles, Betty Gallagher Antiques,
the First Congregational Church,
First United Methodist Church, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Holy
Trinity and The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield.

Admission to individual concerts
may be purchased at the door. This
concert series is made possible in
part by a generous grant from the
Westfield Foundation.

SHE SINGS OF HOPE...API Recording artist and Mountainside resident Kassy Michaels has donated the use of the song,
“Faith,” from her upcoming API debut release to the Valerie Fund. The song, which carries an inspirational message of
hope, will be used to promote the ongoing fundraising efforts in the fight against cancer. The Valerie Fund has been
supporting comprehensive healthcare services for children with cancer and blood disorders since 1976. Pictured, left to
right, are: Executive Director of the Valerie Fund Rosemarie E. Dackerman, Public Relations & Development
Manager from the Valerie Fund Sophia Eptamenitis, Kassy Michaels and API Records President Tim Keyes.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Recreation Commission will
sponsor an adult art class.

Registration for the class will
take place Tuesday, February 20,
at 7:30 p.m. at Forest Road Park.
The first class will be held on
Tuesday, February 27, at 7:30
p.m. and run every Tuesday and
Thursday for the following six
weeks.

The class is run by instructor
Marion Yotcoski. The cost of the
class is $25 for residents and $35
for non-residents.

Dixie Kings to Perform
At Faith Lutheran

NEW PROVIDENCE – On Sun-
day, February 25, the Faith Lutheran
Church in New Providence will
present a Dixieland Jazz liturgy at
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. The public is
invited to attend.

The Dixie Kings band will offer a
traditional New Orleans-style ser-
vice, featuring hymns such as “Pre-
cious Lord,” “Amazing Grace,”
“Swing Low Sweet Chariot” and
“Oh When the Saints Go Marching
In.”

Child care will be available during
the approximately one-hour litur-
gies. Refreshments will be served at
the education hour following the 8:30
a.m. service.

Faith Lutheran is located at 524
South Street in New Providence. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 464-5177 or send an
e-mail to: famfaith@bellatlantic.net.
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Mary Sue Price, who spear-

heads all things glorious at the
Museum, told me last month that
most people “leap frog” over
Newark to New York City to be-
come cultured and entertained.
She wants to put a stop to that.
Shelly Roberts and Shayne
Miller, who head up a bulk of the
public relations responsibilities
at NJPAC, related that not a single
crime has ever been reported or
associated with the facility.
They’re proud, they will tell you,
that people are coming from far
and wide to soak up their con-
certs and venues. They will also
be the first to report that a myriad
of cultural gems are in the works
throughout the city, already peek-
ing their heads through the
blurred film of our misconcep-
tions.

I urge everyone reading this
editorial with such a bias toward
Newark to stop the leap-frogging.
To grab a big bottle of Glass Plus
and wipe away that clouded view.
Now is the time to become a part
of the Renaissance. In the end,
will you find yourself holding
the pearls or a couple grains of
sand?

NEWARK – The New Jersey
State Opera will celebrate the
100th anniversary of Giuseppe
Verdi’s death with two perfor-
mances of Macbeth on Friday,
February 16, at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, February 18, at 3 p.m.
at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in New-
ark.

The four-act opera will be
sung in Italian with English
supertitles. This is the only
Metropolitan area production
of Macbeth this season.

Giorgio Cebrian will portray
Macbeth, Audrey Stottler will
play Lady Macbeth, Margaret
de Jesus of Scotch Plains will
be Lady in Waiting. Kathy
Nemeth and Joanne Roth of
Westfield, Helen Hynes of
Scotch Plains and Mark and
Paula Fein of Mountainside,
Carmelyn Marinaro of Scotch
Plains and Barbara Breuninger
of Fanwood, members of the
New Jersey State Opera Cho-
rus will perform this fully
staged production conducted
by Maestro Alfredo Silipigni
and staged by David Gano at
NJPAC.

Tickets are $15-$85. For
tickets, please call the New
Jersey State Opera Box Office
at (973) 623-5775. Group dis-
counts are available.
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