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Senator Donald DiFrancesco
Assumes State Governorship
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

GOING AND COMING…At the corner of Martine and South Avenues in Fanwood, the former site of Village Travel
prepares for a new business to take its place. The Chinese take-out establishment, which will replace the travel agency
now based in Plainfield, was okayed by the Fanwood Planning Board on May 24, 2000.

As State Senate President Donald
T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains prepared to become Acting Governor of
New Jersey this week, he announced
several changes to the staff that surrounded outgoing Governor Christine Todd Whitman while welcoming, as of now, two new members of
the Cabinet.
With the United States Senate’s
approval on Tuesday of Mrs.
Whitman to head the Environmental
Protection Agency in Washington,
D.C., Mr. DiFrancesco, who has led
the Senate since 1992, prepared to
assume gubernatorial powers and,
also, to rely on his new incumbency
as he tries to win this fall’s election
for Governor.
Mr. DiFrancesco will put his own
people in place in his new inner
circle in Trenton, with Jeffrey
Michaels, a long-time advisor and
Deputy Executive Director of his
Senate staff, replacing Michael

Torpley as Chief of Staff in the
Governor’s office.
Jim Harkness, a Trenton attorney
and former Chief Counsel to the
State Senate, will become Counsel
to the Acting Governor, while Assistant Labor Commissioner Connie
Hughes will become Director of
Policy and Planning.
Two members of Mrs. Whitman’s
Cabinet have announced their intention to step down. Education Commissioner David Hespe will leave his
position on March 1 and be replaced
by Vito Gagliardi, the former superintendent of the Union County Vocational-Technical School District.
State Treasurer Roland Machold is
stepping aside this week, several days
after he helped present the Whitman
Administration’s final budget to the

State Legislature.
Once he formally becomes Acting
Governor, Mr. DiFrancesco has said
he will resign from his law firm. He
also said that, once he holds gubernatorial powers, he will not preside
over the State Senate, leaving that
task to Senate President Pro Tem
Joseph Palaia of Ocean Township.
As he prepares first for an expected Republican primary challenge
from Jersey City Mayor Bret
Schundler and then the general election against likely Democratic nominee James McGreevey of
Woodbridge, Mr. DiFrancesco, who
was endorsed on Monday by former
Congressman Bob Franks, says he
plans to concentrate on getting several property tax relief bills through
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F School Board Receives Preliminary Overview
Of Curriculum Changes for 2001-02 Budget
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

During the January 25 meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Dr. Kathleen Regan, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, presented a preliminary overview of the 2001-02 school budget
with respect to curriculum.
Dr. Regan touched on the highlights of spending in the following
areas, noting that $312,000 had already been cut from various accounts
during separate reviews of preliminary spending plans by Dr. Regan,
Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi and Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Carol B. Choye.
In the coming year, the World Languages program will expand to provide Spanish instruction to students
in the third grade as well as the

second.
Dr. Regan said Language Arts
“tends to be an expensive program
with younger students because you’re
dealing with a lot of consumables
(one-time use items).”
The budget also incorporates funding for the summer reading program
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), providing for 100
copies of recommended texts for each
grade level.
Supplies and lab materials are a
big piece of the proposed Science
budget. The assistant superintendent
noted additional texts will be needed
at both the middle and high school
levels to accommodate increased
enrollment.
There is an unusual situation at the
high school that will see both 10th
and 11th grade students taking Chem-

istry during the coming year, so more
(used) textbooks need to be purchased.
Under the Social Studies budget,
administrators would like to purchase
new globes in certain grades, specifically fourth, seventh and eighth, to
ensure that students have the proper
tools to develop the mapping skills
they need for state testing. It also
allows for improvements in the Advanced Placement, and the purchase
of replacement and new textbooks
required for enrollment increases.
The preliminary Music budget of
$103,000, which is double the 200001 budget, prompted board members
to ask for more details regarding the
dollars associated with repairing old
instruments and purchasing new ones.
“We’re worried if we don’t start
spending on repairing and purchas-

Deadline to File Petitions for BOE
Elections Due Monday, February 26
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

There are three seats up for election on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education — two from
Scotch Plains and one from Fanwood.
The board election will take place
Tuesday, April 17, in conjunction
with the 2001-2002 school budget
vote.
There are nine seats on the local
board, seven from Scotch Plains, two
from Fanwood. Once elected, mem-

bers hold their position for three
years.
The Scotch Plains seats up for
election are presently held by Jean
McAllister and Lance Porter, who
are concluding their first terms, having been elected in 1998. The
Fanwood seat is held by Richard
Meade, who is concluding his second full term on the board. Mr. Meade
was first appointed to the board in
1994 to fill a unexpired term.
To be eligible for a board seat, an

individual must be a U.S. citizen and
one-year resident of Fanwood or
Scotch Plains. He or she must be able
to read and write, and have no interest in any contract with, or claim
against, the board. The individual
may not hold public office as mayor
or member of the governing bodies
of Fanwood or Scotch Plains. He or
she must also be registered to vote.
Candidates for board office are
required to obtain, on a nominating
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ing instruments it’s going to be a
problem,” said Dr. Regan, who referred to the “duct tape” approach to
instrument maintenance that has been
in place.
Areas where preliminary budget
figures remained constant or were
decreased slightly were Industrial
Technology Education, Information
Technology, Basic Skills and Gifted
and Talented, Athletics, and Business Education.
Dr. Regan noted that Health and
Physical Education was broken out
as an account separate from Athletics for the first time to allow for
better tracking of expenditures.
A new item under the curriculum
and instruction budget is the Fifth
Grade Transition. Dr. Regan recommended $6,000 be budgeted to allow
for the two middle schools to begin
to purchase age-appropriate library
books in anticipation of the fifthgrade students” September 2002
move.
Work on the budget will continue
as the administration waits to hear
definitively from the state what its
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

EDUCATIONAL KIT…Annually, the Enrichment Foundation of Scotch PlainsFanwood, Inc., awards grants to teachers for developing creative and enriching
learning opportunities for students in Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools. Bernadette
Hoyer, Pre-K Title 1 Teacher at Brunner Elementary School, is one of this year’s
recipients. Her project, “Building Bridges Between School and Home,” features
take-home kits that invite children and family members to read a book selection
and engage in related activities using a variety of materials. Pictured, above,
Alexa Magnotta leaves her classroom with the Fun-n-Fit a Buc-Kit which
contains materials and instructions for activities that develop gross motor skills.

Fanwood Planning Board Okays
Voicestream Cellular Antennas
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Three new appeals were approved
by the Fanwood Planning Board at
its first regular meeting of the new
year January 24, including a petition
by Voicestream Wireless to install
nine antennas on an existing transmission tower.
Voicestream is the third telecommunications firm in less than a year
to be granted a use variance for cellular antennas to be affixed to the
146-foot-high, lattice tower, located
on the Public Service Electric and
Gas (PSE&G) power line property
bordering South Avenue.
Last April, Nextel received the

board’s nod to install six antennas on
the tower – the first for Fanwood.
Sprint followed in August with a
successful application for nine such
instruments.
The antennas facilitate wireless
communication for cellular telephone
users. As with the two previous applicants, Voicestream’s expert witnesses maintained the antennas are
necessary to close gaps in the
company’s local coverage area.
Attorney John P. Belardo, of
DiFrancesco, Kunzman, Coley,
Yospin, Bernstein and Bateman in
Warren,
who
represented
Voicestream, said the antennas will
be located 125 feet up on the tower.

The antennas for Nextel and Sprint
are located at heights of 136 feet and
152 feet, respectively.
Mervin J. Dickinson, a licensed
professional
engineer
with
Lockwood Greene, a consulting,
design and construction firm in
Somerset, who designed the site plan
for the project, testified the antennas
would be accompanied by support
equipment located on a concrete pad
within the legs of the tower. Nextel
and Sprint have similar equipment
shelters at the site.
The equipment, to be enclosed by
a six-foot, black chain-link fence,
will include radio cabinets, ampliCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police Investigate Vehicle Burglaries,
Car Theft Last Week in Fanwood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

GOING WIRELESS…Third graders at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains are experiencing a wireless
classroom. These pupils are sharing 25 Macintosh iBooks to explore the world of cyberspace. The iBooks were purchased
last May with funds from Access 2000 and piloted in the classrooms of Joan Costello and Phyllis Karvetsky. This year,
after a successful implementation, the district purchased an additional 40 iBooks for each elementary school and extended
the experiences to include fourth and fifth graders as well. The original 25 laptops are now being used by all third graders
at McGinn School. Pictured, above, David Kreps and Erica Wise, third graders in Joan Costello’s class, enjoy using the
iBook laptop computers.

Authorities were continuing their
investigation this week into a string
of burglaries to motor vehicles, along
with a stolen car incident, which
occurred last Thursday in Fanwood.
Detective Eugene Chin of the
Fanwood Police Department told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
five motor vehicles were entered
overnight, with various items taken.
He said it was believed that all the
vehicles were unlocked at the time of
the break-ins.
The incidents occurred within a
two- or three-block radius, in the 100
block of Forest Road, the 40 block of
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Woodland Avenue and the 200 block
of Midway Avenue, according to
Detective Chin.
He added that the motor vehicles
were parked either in driveways or in
front of homes when the burglaries
occurred.
Among the items taken from the
vehicles were loose change, Parkway tokens, compact discs and a
cellular telephone, Detective Chin
revealed. He acknowledged that po-

lice believe the same person or individuals may be responsible for the
crimes.
In addition, a 1997 Audi was reported stolen that same evening from
a driveway in the 100 block of Forest
Road, the detective acknowledged.
The vehicle had not been recovered
as The Times went to press this week.
In a separate case, borough police
confirmed the arrest of a suspect in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Scotch Plains Mayor Marks
Considers Run for Assembly
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks
confirmed this week that he is
interested in running for the State
Assembly this year.
Mr. Marks, who was elected
Mayor last November, told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on Tuesday that he has “spoken
with several important Republican officials in state, county and
Scotch Plains circles and has expressed an interest in running.”
He reported that his conversations with local Republican Party
officials have been “positive, supportive and encouraging.”
An area Assembly seat will
need to be filled, with Republican Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield expected to
run for the State Senate seat that
will be vacated by Senate President and Acting Governor Donald
T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains
after his run for Governor in November. The other area Assembly seat is held by Republican
Alan M. Augustine of Scotch
Plains, who has not yet indicated
whether his will run for a sixth
two-year term.
Next month, Union County Republicans will hold their convention to select their candidates for
state and county offices. Mayor
Marks told The Times that County

Republican Chairman Ronald
Frigerio has received expressions
of interest in the State Assembly

Mayor Martin L. Marks

seat from several individuals.
Mr. Frigerio has said that if any
particular municipality in the
county has more than one individual interested in running, then
the town’s local Republican organization will first have to select
one of those individuals to submit
to the county convention.
If the State Legislature has not
yet completed its Assembly redistricting, based on last year’s census
figures, the county’s selection of
Assembly candidates could be delayed.
Scotch Plains Republican leaders will likely find themselves facing such a choice. Besides Mr.
Marks, his former Township Coun-

cil colleague, William F.
McClintock, Jr., who served as
Township Mayor in 1994, is also
interested in the Assembly seat,
and has gone further than Mr.
Marks to promote his own candidacy.
“I’m in it to the finish,” Mr.
McClintock told The Times earlier this week. “I intend to win.”
He said he has already mailed out
some promotional literature and
will be taking part in the state
Chamber of Commerce’s annual
two-day train trip to Washington,
D.C. with other state and local
officials.
“I have spoken with Bill” about
the potential scenario, Mr. Marks
said, adding that he “would never
challenge him outside of Scotch
Plains. We’re very good friends
and we worked well over the
years.” Mr. Marks said that if
both he and Mr. McClintock, who
retired from the Township Council in December, are candidates
and the local Republican committee ends up selecting Mr.
McClintock as its Assembly candidate for the November ballot,
“I’ll be 100 percent behind him.
Hopefully, that will be reciprocated.”
The Scotch Plains GOP organization will hold a sort of “mini
convention” late this month to
interview candidates and then
make its choice.

ENRICHMENT COURSES…After School Enrichment (ASE), a PTA-sponsored program, has begun its eighth season
at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains for students in K-5 grades. This year’s effort was organized by Chairwomen
Rita Pignatelli-Mercuri and Debra Mattson. Classes include: Learning to Sew, Recycle Crafts, Coles in the News, Harry
Potter, Photography, Caring for Children, and more. Pictured, left to right, are: Katie Keane, Meghan Allen and Jessica
Feeley, participating in the American Girl Class.

SP-F BOE
Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Meter Rates Take Effect
Today in Westfield Parking Lots
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Meter rates in five
of the town’s municipal parking lots
have changed to the new 50 cents per
hour effective today. The rates are
solely for two-hour meters. Longterm, eight- and 12-hour meters, will
remain at 25 cents an hour.
On-street rates are expected to remain at a quarter an hour until the
town completes the change over from
mechanical to electronic meters,
Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
told The Times. Currently, 142 electronic meters are in operation with
another 168 needed to complete the
turnover of all two-hour on-street
meters. The arrival of the new meters
will coincide with the re-calibration
of the existing electronic meters. That
process should be completed by April.
Mr. Marsh said by today, Thursday, February 1, the mechanical
meters will be under the new hourly
rates in lots 1, 2, 5, 7 and 4 on
Prospect Street, North Avenue, behind the Rialto Theatre, across from
the Westfield Post Office and behind
Baron’s Pharmacy, respectively.
Mr. Marsh said officials are deciding whether to purchase electronic
meters or pay stations for lot 3 on
South Avenue at the train station for
60 spaces.
The on-street electronic meters will
be re-calibrated in the next three or
four weeks as the town receives an
order for 100 new electronic devices.
Town officials also announced
Tuesday night that the permit process for commuters should be completed in the next few weeks.
Roughly 200 of the 800 commuter
permit-holders have received 2001
permits, according to Town Administrator Thomas P. Shannon. The remainder should be completed over
the next three weeks.

Permit rates have been increased
to $540 a year or $300 for six months
at municipal lots 3 (South Avenue
train station), 9 (Shell lot on North
Avenue) and 8 (Citgo lot on Elm
Street). Watterson Street lot permits
(lot 6) have been increased to $360
for a year and $180 for six months.
Assistant Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said yesterday that the new
employee permit rates have been in
effect for awhile. The Citgo and Shell
lots are for employees with the South
and Watterson lots dedicated for commuters.
Mr. Shannon said Tuesday night
that the town will be sending out 50
letters to people on the permit waiting list in an effort to fill vacant
spaces at the Watterson lot. The town
has been overselling lots to ensure
the bulk of spaces in permit lots are
filled throughout the day.

George C. L’Heureux
Earns Dean’s List Status
At Univ. of Dayton
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident George Conrad L’Heureux
has been named to the Dean’s List
for the fall 2000 semester at the
University of Dayton in Dayton,
Ohio.
A computer science major, George
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George C.
L’Heureux of Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains Pupils
Named to Dean’s List
At Belmont Abbey Coll.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Kimberly
Eide and Michael Boes of Scotch
Plains have been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall semester at Belmont
Abbey College in Belmont, N.C.
Kimberly is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Eide of Scotch Plains.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
said he will ask for regular updates
on the progress the town is making
for both implementation of the new
meter and permit rates and other
parking enhancements in the downtown. The new rates, approved by
the Town Council late last year, are
aimed at creating a sufficient revenue stream to enact a parking management system headed by construction of a $12 million downtown
parking facility.
He said the Laws and Rules Committee, chaired by First Ward Councilman Carl A. Salisbury, will be
looking at the town’s parking ordinance to ensure it is consistent in its
language.
Parking management issues will
be directed to the Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Committee,
which is chaired by Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan.

FANWOOD
POLICE
BLOTTER
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16
• A local bank reported two incidents
in which different individuals cashed
forged checks. The total amount cashed
in each case was about $1,400, authorities said. Both incidents remained under
investigation at press time.
The suspect in the first case was described as an elderly black female, while
the individual suspected in the second
incident was an elderly white male, according to police.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
• Police arrested Peter Stavick, 29, of
North Plainfield and charged him with
criminal trespass for allegedly spying on
a woman taking a shower from the roof
of her Vinton Circle home. Stavick was
released after posting $1,000 bail.
Authorities said the victim heard a
noise outside the window of her secondfloor bathroom, looked out and saw a
male figure on the roof. She and her
husband then alerted police.
Stavick, who is employed by a garbage collection company, was working
in the area when the incident occurred.
Police said two other individuals who
were working on the same truck were not
involved in the incident and had no
knowledge of the alleged actions of their
colleague.

aid figure will be for the coming
school year. Mr. DelSordi expects
to have that information by the
board’s February 13 meeting.
In other business, the board authorized the hiring of certain professional firms to perform services
related to the bond referendum construction and renovation projects.
These include: Melick-Tully to
conduct soils and foundation investigation (cost not to exceed
$10,200); Kennon Surveying Services to conduct surveys at Terrill
Middle School and Coles Elementary School with fees not to exceed
$27,900; and EKA Associates to
conduct surveys at Park Middle
School; Brunner, Evergreen, and
McGinn Elementary Schools; and
SPFHS with fees not to exceed
$50,675.

Robberies
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

another burglary to a motor vehicle,
which took place January 14 in the
200 block of Belvidere Avenue.
David Rozar, 37, of Scotch Plains
was charged with burglary to a motor
vehicle, possession of burglary tools
and possession of stolen property,
Detective Chin noted.
The detective said a local resident
had witnessed an individual going
through a car on Belvidere Avenue
and called Fanwood police. Patrolman Ronald Greco and Corporal
Stephen N. Sanislo took Rozar into
custody at 1:14 a.m. several houses
away from the scene of the burglary.
Detective Chin said Rozar was
found to be in possession of “various
items he did not have receipts for,”
which were in a car in the vicinity,
including change, Parkway tokens, a
compact disk player, binoculars, a
walkman, a radar detector, flashlights and two small black-and-white
television sets.
The detective said authorities “believe (the recovered items are) proceeds
from somewhere, but have been unable
to locate the owners at this time.”
Several burglaries occurred in the
200 block of Belvidere that evening,
Detective Chin said, although Rozar
was only charged in the one incident.
The suspect was said to have posted
$5,000 bail.

Evan Flath Receives
Academic Honor
SCOTCH PLAINS – Evan Flath,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Flath
of Scotch Plains and a member of the
Class of 2004 at Skidmore College,
earned highest honors during the fall
semester.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury
and malpractice cases.

A. MICHAEL NEMETH
203 ELM STREET
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 301-8001

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901
(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 232-9944

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com
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Fanwood Planning Bd. Okays
Voicestream Cellular Antennas
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fi cation and filtering devices. Mr.
Dickinson said there “shouldn’t be any
discernible noise” from the
Voicestream station. Per approval by
PSE&G, Voicestream has also agreed
to the planting of pine trees on the
property to help screen the ground shelter from view.
David Robinson, a radio frequency
engineer with Voicestream and the
firm’s engineer for the South Avenue
site, used a map of the region, complete with multi-colored overlays, to
demonstrate for the board where gaps
exist in the company’s coverage area.
He explained that the applicant’s
antennas did not have to be as high as
those operated by Nextel and Sprint
because “of the close proximity” between the transmission tower and other
Voicestream locations. The company
also has antennas in towns such as
Watchung, Plainfield and Scotch
Plains.
Mr. Robinson stated that because of
the vertical distance between each set
of antennas, Voicestream’s instruments
would not interfere with those of Nextel
and Sprint. He claimed they would
also not interfere with the operation of
equipment in private homes or other
buildings in the area.
Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Dickinson
testified that the site would generally
be unmanned and would be remotely
monitored at all times. Mr. Robinson
noted that once the antennas are installed, a maintenance person will only
be required to visit the site once every
four months.
The third witness to be called was
David Zimmerman, a professional
planner retained by Voicestream to
study the application from a zoning
perspective. He bolstered his testimony
with photographs of the tower, taken
from different angles, with images of
the planned antennas superimposed
onto the pictures.
Mr. Zimmerman said it is “always
preferable” to locate such facilities in a
Light Industrial zone, like the site of
the PSE&G transmission tower, and
on an existing structure, rather than
creating the necessity of building a
new one.
During the public portion of the
meeting, Brian Rodgers, a partner in

Acting Governor
DiFrancesco
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Legislature.
He also wants to work on health
care issues, senior citizen prescription drug programs and environmental matters.

SP-F BOE
Elections
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

petition, the signatures of 10 qualified voters living within the district
in order to have their names placed
on the ballot. Petitions, which must
be filed with the Board Secretary,
Anthony DelSordi, by 4 p.m. Monday, February 26, are available from
the district’s Business Office at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains.
All first-year board members must
attend the New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) training program to learn the basic roles and
responsibilities of school board membership. Board members have further opportunities to hone their skills
through various NJSBA programs
that address labor relations, leadership skills, effective decision-making, policy-making, budgeting, community relations, school law and legislation.

Stormcrest, Ltd., which owns industrial properties at 35-57 South Avenue,
expressed concern about vehicles and
machinery which might be used to develop and service the Voicestream facility.
He explained that contractors have
been in the habit of parking on
Stormcrest’s properties and leaving litter in the area. Mr. Rodgers also wondered whether heavy equipment would
be utilized in creating the section for
Voicestream’s support equipment.
Mr. Belardo responded that
Voicestream would take steps to ensure that the problems Stormcrest has
experienced with other contractors does
not occur with the company’s own personnel. Maintenance employees will
be able to park in an existing driveway
leading to the site.
Mr. Robinson said that while PSE&G
would determine whether heavy machinery would come into play, he anticipated that smaller-scale tools would
be used to develop the site because of
the support equipment’s location within
the legs of the tower and the nearness
of the Nextel and Sprint shelters.
In response to a question by Fanwood
Zoning Officer and Planning Board
member Nancy Koederitz, Mr.
Robinson predicted the transmission
tower could accommodate no more
than four telecommunications carriers.
Any additional antennas, he observed, would probably wind up being
too close to tree tops, which would
interfere with cellular signals.
Earlier in the evening, the Planning
Board voted 6-3 in favor of allowing
Linden and Debra Slaugh of 15 Poplar
Place to widen their driveway from 10
to 20 feet. The borough’s new Land
Use Ordinance allows for only 10foot-wide driveways.
The couple, who own three vehicles, said they wanted to get them
off the street to make snow removal
easier and to increase visibility for
motorists traveling along the street.
The application sparked a debate
among board members over whether
on-street or off-street parking was
the more beneficial option.
Board Vice Chairman Jack
Molenaar argued that having some
on-street parking encourages motorists to drive more slowly than if the
street is completely clear of cars,
thereby increasing pedestrian safety.
Mr. Molenaar, who said he prefers
not to see too much paved surface in a
neighborhood, noted the driveway
widening proposal represented a longterm solution to what would likely be
an “interim problem” while several
children of driving age are living at
home.
Former Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr., who serves as an alternate on the board, advocated keeping
vehicles off the street. A licensed real
estate appraiser, Mr. Populus said offstreet parking is viewed favorably by
both police and realtors.
He added that cars parked on the
street impact a variety of municipal
services, including snow removal, collection of garbage and leaves, and street
sweeping.
In the third application of the evening,
Grace M. Hamlette of 11 Saville Row
was granted permission by the board to
have a deck built onto the rear of her
residence.
Under other business that evening,
the board held its annual election of
officers, with no changes from last
year. Gregory Cummings will continue as Chairman, Mr. Molenaar as
Vice Chairman, Robert Mega as
Board Attorney and Ruth Page as
Secretary.
Board members also approved their
2001 calendar of meeting dates. Agenda
meetings are typically held on the third
Monday of every month, while regular
meetings take place on the fourth
Wednesday, all at 8 p.m.
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