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PA Approves
Scaled Back

Toll Increases
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY — If you work
in New York City and use your car to
get there, get ready to dig deeper into
your pockets — or seriously con-
sider taking the train.

Last week, the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey announced
hikes in tolls at all bridges and tun-
nels between New Jersey and the Big
Apple, as well as an increase in PATH
fares.

The Port Authority had originally
proposed even steeper toll and fare
increases, but New Jersey Governor
Christine Todd Whitman was op-
posed; the authority ended up com-
promising sooner rather than later,
when it might have had to face oppo-
sition to the revised tolls and fares
from incoming Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco.

Tolls at the four bridges connect-
ing the Garden State with New York
City — the George Washington
Bridge, the Outerbridge Crossing,
the Goethals Bridge and the Bayonne
Bridge — will increase from $4 to
$6. PATH fares will go up 50 percent,
from $1 to $1.50.

The fare hikes, which take effect
on Sunday, March 25, were imple-
mented to help finance a five-year,
$9 billion infrastructure improvement
program that the Port Authority says
will lead to improvements at the area
airports, as well as new PATH cars.
Tolls at the bridges and tunnels have
not been increased since 1991, while
PATH fares have been $1 since 1987.

There will be slight discounts,
however, for those drivers using the
EZ-Pass system. During peak hours,
the bridge and tunnel tolls will be $5,
while during off-peak hours, the tolls
will be $4. PATH riders who pur-
chase a 10-trip fare card will get an
11th ride for free.

Harrison Watson Looks Back Fondly
On 22 Years on Westfield Library Board

WESTFIELD — During nearly 22
years on the Board of Trustees of the
Westfield Memorial Library, Harrison
T. Watson, Jr. helped guide and over-
see a technological revolution in the
way patrons find books and informa-
tion.

Mr. Watson became President of
the board 11 years ago, shortly after
the library moved from the Municipal
Building to its present $4.1 million

facility on East Broad Street and
Stanley Avenue.

The contrast between the old li-
brary and the present one is enor-
mous, Mr. Watson said recently.

“We have gone from being a
crowded, old-fashioned, card-catalog
library to a state-of-the-art facility in
which we can do things that were
undreamed of 20 years ago.” Through
the Internet, Mr. Watson explained,

today’s library patrons “have access
to the resources of a major city li-
brary.”

For example, they can search for
magazine articles and read them on
their home computers via the library’s
Web page, which had more than
55,000 hits last year.

Mr. Watson stepped down as li-
brary president and board member at
the end of last year. Susan Sherman, a
member of the board since 1990, also
retired.

Edmund Faltermayer, a contribut-
ing editor of Fortune magazine who
has been on the board since 1990, was
elected president on January 24 to re-
place Watson. The other newly elected
officers are: Cynthia Cockren, Vice
President; Michele Albano, Treasurer,
and Mrs. Bettye Barcan, Secretary.

Other members of the nine-mem-
ber library board are Melissa Stanton,
Carol Molnar, and three members new
in 2001: Susan Jacobson, Barbara
Bagger, and Lynn Kolterjahn.

Though the library’s breathtaking
technological changes occurred on his
watch, Mr. Watson said, neither he nor
the board can take the real credit for
them.

“That was done 100 percent by
Barbara Thiele, the library’s director,
and the staff,” he said. On the other
hand, Mr. Watson is proud of his role
in helping plan the new library build-
ing under his predecessor, the late
Paul Kolterjahn.

Mr. Watson also devised a new sys-
tem of financial controls and pushed
aggressively for Sunday hours, which
are now in their second full year.

“I worked on Sunday hours for 15
years,” he says.

On January 30, Mr. Watson was
scheduled to depart for a 19-day trip
that will take him to Thailand and Cam-
bodia. This is the fourth year in a row
that he has traveled to the Far East. The
previous trips were all to China, and
included a camping trip in the remote
Far Northwest province of Xinjiang.

“I’m intrigued by the history of that
part of the world,” he says.

Mr. Watson is the owner of volumes
on the history of Chinese science and
civilization that cost him $150 to $180
apiece. He is quick to point out, how-
ever, that with the help of a search of
other library collections by a refer-
ence librarian, a Westfield Memorial
Library patron can borrow expensive
books like these by inter-library loan.

A Gift Certificate
From

Relaxing Massage • Soothing Facials
Beautiful Nails • Stylish Hair with Great Color

Open 5 Evenings: Monday 4pm to 9pm • Tuesday – Friday 9am to 9pm • Saturday 8:30am to 6pm

112 Elm Street • Westfield • 908-654-4849

Customize Your Gift Packages
With Any of Our Services!

the gift that will always be remembered

westfieldnj.ataclick.com/martinrichardsalon

County Clerk Reports 2000 As Highest
Revenue Generating Year in History

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reported last
week that 2000 was the highest rev-
enue generating year in the history of
the Clerk’s Office.

More than $11.1 million in revenue
was generated, $4.5 of which was real-
ized for Union County, $6.6 million
was allocated to the state as part of the
real estate transfer fee.

The total $11.1 million generated by
the Clerk’s Office is the highest in the
143-year-old history of the Clerk’s Of-
fice, Ms. Rajoppi revealed. The Clerk
returns the county portion of the revenue
to the County’s General Fund to offset
the county tax rate; the state’s portion is
forwarded to the New Jersey Division of
Taxation for the State’s General Fund.

“This dramatic revenue high,” Ms.
Rajoppi reported, “directly parallels
the sustained activity and consistently
low mortgage rates which continued to
stimulate re-financing of mortgages as
well as first-time home buying in 2000.
Added to an extremely robust and
healthy economy, we recorded the sec-
ond highest number of deeds and mort-
gages in our history.”

Although there was a decrease of 18
percent in the total filings of real estate
documents in 2000 compared to 1999,
revenue remained stable. Total filings
of business documents in 2000 saw an

increase of 8 percent over 1999. Spe-
cific documents, such as passport ap-
plications and official photographs,
experienced a 10 percent increase.

Web Site Connection
The Clerk’s homepage was visited

by more than 4,000 people, double the
amount who viewed the page in 1999.
Requests for information were made
for passport, notaries and recording
matters. The Clerk’s site was revised
and upgraded during 2000 to include
additional categories for elections, tours
and historical background.

A 2000 Election Date Brochure con-
taining important election deadlines
was published and distributed to candi-
dates, voters, and other interested par-
ties. Some 10,000 brochures were dis-
tributed through municipalities and
local libraries.

Expansion of Westfield Satellite
Office

The enlargement and renovation of
the Clerk’s satellite office in Westfield
was completed in 2000. Located at 300
North Avenue East, the expanded of-
fice area permits additional services to
be offered to residents. In addition to
passport applications, notaries and
clerk’s certificates, the office can now
provide County I.D. cards for residents
and photography services for both pass-
port applications and identification
cards.

Anniversary of Two New
Programs

2000 marked the second full year of
operation for two new programs: a
County Clerk Identification Card is-
sued to Union County residents 14 years
and older, and a photograph service for
passports and ID’s. Both programs con-
tinue to be successful serving more than
5,300 residents, a nearly 25 percent

increase over 1999, and generating
$35,000 in additional revenue for the
county, the County Clerk revealed.

“A remote election tabulation system,
initiated in 1999, was used in 10 elec-
tions in 2000 with great success,” Ms.
Rajoppi reported. Four regional centers
in strategic municipalities served as com-
puter tabulation centers instead of 21
separate municipalities bringing election
results to the Clerk’s office.

This initiative led to a quicker and
more efficient voter tabulation system for
the seven school elections in addition to
the Primary and General Elections.

Organization Divisions
The County Clerk’s Office, a consti-

tutional office, entered its fourth year of
merger with the County Register’s Of-
fice in 2000. The functions of the office
are divided among three divisions: Re-
cording, Business and Elections.

In the Recording Division, all real
estate transactions within the 21 mu-
nicipalities of the county are processed.

The Business Division of the office
processes United States Passport ap-
plications, Notary Public applications,
County Clerk ID Cards, Alcohol Bev-
erage Control ID Cards.

In the Election Division, the Clerk
accepts candidate nomination petitions,
prepares School Board, Special, Pri-
mary and General Election ballots along
with the preparation of sample, absen-
tee and provisional ballots. The Clerk
also tabulates and certifies elections to
the State and the Union County Board
of Elections.

“The robust economy, low mortgage
rates and continuation of cost-saving pro-
cedures,” the Clerk reported, “allowed us
to generate substantial revenue in 2000
and serve more county residents than at
any other time in our history.”

Harrison T. Watson, Jr.

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Editor’s note: The following
is a new weekly column pre-
pared and submitted by the
Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion.

*  *  *  *  *
The Westfield Recreation

Commission is sponsoring the
following upcoming events:

Bus trip to Franklin Mills Mall
on Saturday February, 3.

The bus will leave the Mu-
nicipal Building at 9 a.m. and
return at approximately 6 p.m.
Tickets are $13 per person and
must be reserved by Monday,
January 29.

Free Qigong Demonstration
on Monday, February 5.

The event will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal
Building. Please contact the
Recreation Department to reg-
ister at (908) 789-4080.

New Jersey Devils vs. Pitts-
burgh Penguins on Friday, Feb-
ruary 16, at the Meadowlands.

The National Hockey League
contest will feature the return of
NHL super star Mario Lemieux
to the Penguins’ lineup. The bus
will leave from the Municipal
Building at 5:45 p.m. for and
return around 11:15 p.m. Tick-
ets are $50 per person, which
includes transportation.

Ringling Bros & Barnum &
Bailey Circus,  Sunday, March
18, at the Meadowlands.

The bus will leave from the
Municipal Building at 2 p.m.
and return at approximately 6:45
p.m. Tickets are $30 per person.

Street Hockey, Saturdays,
March 3, 10 and 24 at Memorial
Pool Parking Lot.

A portable rink will be set up
on the pavement. The program
will be held as follows: ages 6 to
9, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; ages 10
to 13, 12:30 to 2 p.m.; ages 14 to
17, 2 3:30 p.m. Please call (908)
789-4080 to register and for fur-
ther information.

The Westfield Recreation
Commission is selling discount
ski lift tickets to several ski ar-
eas.

If interested, please come to
the Recreation Office to pur-
chase the tickets.

Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events

Thrift Shop to Hold
Bag Day on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Service League’s Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, will hold
its annual end-of-winter “Bag Day”
this Saturday, February 3.

On “Bag Day,” customers may pur-
chase a grocery-size paper bag for $3
and fill it to the brim with clothing,
accessories, books, toys and household
items. There is no limit on the number
of bags which may be purchased.

On Tuesday, February 6, the shop
will be stocked with a large selection
of ladies’, men’s and children’s spring
apparel. Patrons may also purchase
jewelry, shoes and accessories.

The Thrift Shop is open for busi-
ness Tuesday through Saturday, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds are donated
to local charities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2530.

Drama Program for Youth Will Be
 Presented at Terrill Middle School

SCOTCH PLAINS — Patti Murtha
of the Shoestring Players at the Mason
Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers Uni-
versity will be the drama coach for the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department’s
Drama Program at Terrill Middle School
in Scotch Plains, to be held on Tuesdays
beginning March 6, from 7 to 9 p.m.

These classes are designed for young-
sters interested in learning the basics of
stage movement and voice projection
and in building greater self-esteem
through acting.

The sessions will conclude with a
production performed by students for
their families and friends.

Registration will take place from Mon-
day, February 5, through Friday, Febru-

ary 16, for residents and from Monday,
February 12, through February 16 for
non-residents.

The fee is $55 for residents and $60 for
non-residents. Participation is limited, so
interested individuals are encouraged to
register as early as possible in Room No.
113 of the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Recreation Department is also
interested in continuing its senior citizen
aerobics program, conducted Monday
and Friday mornings at the Towne House.
Certified instructors interested in teach-
ing are asked to call (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 222. The department has
tapes of routines which can be used or
adapted.
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 * Includes Domestic long distance & no roaming charges.
 • Night & Weekend Minutes are only valid for First 6 months.
  �  Any plan of 49.99 or higher, the extra  Night & Weekend Minutes are valid for one full year.

  Mon-Wed  8:30-6:30 • Thur 8:30-8:00 • Fri 8:30-6:00 • Sat –10:00 to 6:30
 Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details
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- a $30 Mail-in rebate from AT&T Wireless when you activate service on any AT&T

plan of $29.99 or higher.

+ a $50 mail-in rebate from Ericsson on purchase of an R280LX or a $30 mail-in
rebate on Motorola V2397 when you activate any AT&T plan.

Our New Vertual Store Has
all Your Cellular Accessory
Needs! Visit Our Website:

www.cellsig.com
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Symbolize a thought that will
be passed on for generations:

By choosing one heart or a
combination of hearts and 
kisses which are available in
precious diamonds, rubies,
sapphires, emeralds and pink
sapphires; a necklace or charm
bracelet of Sweethearts &
Kisses can represent the entire
family, a mother’s children or
make an ideal gift for that 
person closest to your heart.
Starting at just $560 what better
way to say “I Love You!”

Charles Krypell, Inc.
216 East 47th Street • New York, NY 10017

Tel: 212-752-3313 • Fax: 212-688-4967

For more information or a free brochure
please call 1-800-487-8765
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