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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Devils Bewilder

Tiger Boys, 67-59
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Highlander Matmen Stagger
Dazed Brearley Bears, 35-33 to tie the game. Coach Everly wisely

called a time out and made some
adjustments. The result was a six-
point Blue Devil run caused by great
passing and penetration underneath
the basket which helped them extend
their lead to 34-27 by halftime.

“We did have to overcome 27 turn-
overs, but our defensive intensity is
what won the game,” expressed
Everly.

However, the Tigers countered in
the second half and rocked the Blue
Devils back on their heels. A fast
attack in the third quarter led by Greg
Parker, who finished with a game-
high 20 points, gave the Tigers a 19-
12 run to tie the score entering the
final quarter.

But now it was time for Lou Mer-
cer and Deserio to get the Blue Dev-
ils snapping back. Mercer scored
seven of his 10 points – one a three-
pointer – in the quarter and Deserio
got underneath again for seven points
which surged the Devils past the
Tigers 21-13.

“Louie Mercer did a good job of
handling the pressure,” pointed out
Everly.

Cook finished with 16 points and
Darnell Clark, who made effective
passes all afternoon, finished with
eight points while Jim McKeon fin-
ished with six points and Jon
Semenoro had five.

The 4-10 Blue Devils will travel to
Newark to play ninth-ranked
Malcolm X. Shabazz today at 4:00
p.m.
Linden 15 12 19 13 59
Westfield 18 16 12 21 67

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One single mission was in mind
when the Governor Livingston wres-
tling team showed up at Brearley
High School on January 24: Wrestle
hard for six minutes. The result was
a, 35-33, Highlander over the 9-7-1
Brearley Bears.

Highlander freshman 103 lb. Rick
Lecomte (10-8) set the tone early
with a pin over Joe Rodriguez in 5:00.

“I knew beforehand this would be
a tough match, so I just went out as
hard as possible, trying my best, just
as I do in practice. I’m trying to relax
a little more in my matches, so that
seems to be helping me quite a bit,”
said Lecomte.

G.L.’s 119 lb. Craig DiStefano,
now 12-5, continued his winning
ways by pinning Brett Hunter at the
3:20 mark.

“I went into the match looking for
a duck under and a takedown and the
near side cradle. Fortunately, it was
there for the taking,” said DiStefano.

Greg Granholm at 140 pinned

Stormy Vanderzee in 1:11. Team
captain, 145 lb. Jon Regenye (13-4)
made it look easy, applying the half
at will, then followed by cranking
Bear Ronald Ogbonna’s head into
the mat for a fall at 1:26.

Sophomore Marcello Cavallero at
160-lb. gave the Highlanders a 29-24
lead by bouncing Giancarlo Pesantez
via, 17-2, tech fall.

“He got out of a couple situations
that should of ended the match in a
fall early on, but he got away using
repeated illegal maneuvers in the
match,” explained Cavallero. “Ac-
tions the referee missed repeatedly
until later in the match. Overall, I
controlled him throughout the match,
but I was cautious, avoiding any pos-
sibility of making costly mistakes.”

After the Bears won by decision at
171, junior 189 lb. Mike Meyer (10-8)
quieted Bear Martin Moyer, 7-4. Sopho-
more Shawn Coughlin at 215 followed
with a 7-5 decision over Matt Russo to
clinch the Highlander victory.

“He never really did take a shot at

me,” said Coughlin. “At the end of
regulation, I realized he was pretty
tired and became sloppy, so I took
advantage of his mistakes taking him
down with a single for the win.”

Regenye shared comments. “Our
team is wrestling really well as of
late. We had some kids who came up
with big matches, resulting in pins.
Although, we had one pin that went
the other way, which was kind of a
fluke, we overcame that set back by
sheer determination.”

Highlander Head Coach John
Mineo added, “Our kids wrestled
tough for six minutes, that’s all I was
looking for. We got a lot of extra
points with kids coming back with
decisions from close matches. This
is a really good win for us because of
their superior ranking. Plus, it was
also a little redemption for us since
that match with Roselle Catholic
we’ll never forget. Every match, I
feel we have been wrestling better,
so we are starting to turn it around.
We are making less mistakes, wres-
tling better on our feet, setting up our
moves and wrestling hard for six full
minutes. So I’m happy.”

The 6-7-1 Highlanders will com-
pete in the Union County Tourna-
ment on Friday, February 2.

WEIGHT BREAKDOWN:
103: Lecomte, (GL) p. Rodriguez, 5:00
112: Mark Yospin (B) d. Tim
Vanderveer, 9-5
119: DiStefano (GL) p. Brett
Hunter, 3:20
125: Atlay Vigilante (B) p. Mike
Fullowan, 5:39
130: Stefano Sarricino (B) p.
Vincent Vecchione :35
135: Ryan McMeninan (B) d. Eric
Serrano, 6-5
140: Granholm (GL) p. Stormy
Vanderzee, 1:11
145: Regenye (GL) p. Ogbonna, 1:26
152: Ryan Sherman (B) p. Bill
Lentis, 1:03
160: Cavallero (GL) tf. Pesantez, 17-2
171: Dan Zika (B) d. Colin Price, 6-1
189: Meyer (GL) d. Moyer, 7-4
215: Coughlin (GL) d. Russo, 7-5
Hwt.: Chris Tyne (B) won forfeit

Door Boy
Governor Livingston High School

January 2001
Scholar Athletic Award

Senior –Highlander Winter and Spring Track.
Specializing as a sprinter and hurdler, she was
All-Mountain Valley Conference First Team in
the 4x400 and  was on the 4x55 Hurdle team that
set the GL record. In Spring Track, Christene
was on the 4x100H and 3x400H team that also
set an all-time GL record. Additionally, she was

an individual MVC medalist in the 55, 100 and 400 Hurdles. Murphy is also
an honor student.

Christene Murphy

PRESENTED TO

The monthly Athletic Award is presented to the individual demonstrating outstanding
leadership qualities. Selection is made by an independent leadership committee.

Sponsored by:

Door Boy OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS

676 Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights • (908) 464-1440

Cougar Basketballers Skin
Lady Blue Devils, 49-47

On the ropes in the first half, the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team made good use of its free
throws and went on to eke out a 49-
47 win over the Blue Devils in
Westfield on January 23. Blue Devil
senior Karen Manahan led all scor-
ing with 17 points.

After a nearly even first quarter,
Westfield took a 27-21 halftime lead
with the help of Carolyn Matthews,
who sank a three-pointer and two
free throws, and Manahan, who net-
ted four points. Unfortunately, for
the Blue Devils, Cougar Lauren
O’Donnell nailed a three-pointer and
a deuce and Sharon Majors hit all
four of her free throws to arouse the
Cougars to a 14-8 run in the third
quarter, tying the game.

Manahan, Ali McMahon and
Jackie Cusimano each had four points
in the final quarter but Majors and
O’Donnell each sank four points,
Christina Clark was 4-for-6 from the
line and Melissa Montalvo added
two to give Cranford the victory.

McMahon finished with 10 points,
10 rebounds, four blocked shots and
two steals. Manahan had six re-
bounds, five steals and an assist.
Cusimano finished with 11 points,
four assists, three steals a blocked
shot and a rebound. Matthews scored
seven points, had five swipes, four
rebounds, two assists and a blocked
shot. Nicole Infantino had one point,
one assist, one steal, one block and
five rebounds. Dana Passananti con-
tributed a point and a rebound, Erin
Gibbons had an assist and a rebound

and Lisa Venezia had a rebound.
Cranford 12   9 14 14 49
Westfield 13 14   8 12 47

GL Hoop Girls Repel
ALJ Crusaders, 58-26

The offensive minded Governor
Livingston High School girls basket-
ball team jumped on the A. L. Johnson
Crusaders, 58-26, in Clark on Janu-
ary 26. Katie Dotto, who finished
with 12 points, got the Highlanders
started by sinking three three-point-
ers in the first quarter.

The effectiveness of Dotto must
have stunned the Crusaders because
the Highlanders built a 19-2 first
quarter lead then continued to grab
a 33-9 lead at the half. Meagan
Butler finished with 14 points, Jen
Calabrese had 11, Maya Monroe
scored five, Kerri Moore sank four
and Storey Pizzo, Margaret
Goodspeed and Rebecca Ringwood
each added two while Kathleen
Dreitlein contributed one for the 9-
5 Highlanders.
Gov. Livingston 0 0 0 0 0
Johnson (4-9) 0 0 0 0 0

GL Hoopmen Top
Crusaders, 38-35
The Governor Livingston High

School boys basketball team upped
its record to 6-8 by holding off the A.
L. Johnson Crusaders, 38-35, in Ber-
keley Heights on January 26. Jason
Gionta led the Highlanders with 11
points and Matt Poskay led the Cru-
saders with 12.

The Highlanders led in each of the
first three quarters but the Crusaders
crept to within one late in the final
quarter. Highlander Andrew Whitney,
who totaled eight points, sank two
free throws to seal the win. Doug
Caruso and Dan Bussiculo each
scored six points, Mike Mangold had
three and Rob Findlay and Dave
Curcio both added two.
Johnson (6-9) 6   9   7 13 35
Gov. Livingston 8 11 10   9 38

GRAND RE-OPENINGGRAND RE-OPENING
Full Service

Quality
Auto Repair
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2360 South Ave.
Scotch Plains
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LOCATED ACROSS FROM UNION COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS

10%  Off Any Repair
Over $100

Seniors Receive an
Additional 5%

Mon-Fri

Free Tire Rotation
with Full Service Oil

Change.
($24.95 Most vehicles)

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very few people can claim to be
among the elite in high school soc-
cer, but two Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys, Brad Lowyns and
Mike Zotti, can make that claim.
Last month, both have been selected
to the First Team All-State and
Lowyns took an even bigger leap and
was selected to the All-America First
Team as a goalkeeper.

The extremely agile and quick
Zotti, who had been a four-year
starter, led his team in scoring this
past soccer season with 25 goals and
13 assists. His total career goal count
of 60 placed him second all-time on
the SP-F list behind Leno DiCuollo
(1984-87).

According to Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky, “He was a one in a
lifetime player, especially with his
athleticism. His vertical leap and never
give up attitude was second to none.”

The 6’4” Lowyns, also on the var-
sity team all four years, did play
behind the outstanding Jeff Gillie,
who now plays for Princeton, in his
freshman season. When Lowyns took
over as goal keeper, he set two all-
time SP-F records. This past season,
he set a seasonal shutout mark of 19
– the previous set by Pat Acipink in
1987 – and an all-time career shutout
mark of 43, eclipsing the 40 set by
Gillie in 1997.

“He has the quality to develop into
a great college goalie and the poten-
tial to play on the professional level,”
stated Breznitsky in a December 7
article of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and The Westfield Leader.

As such outstanding athletes, each
could have played nearly any sport
they wanted, but what does it take to
attain this level in soccer?

Both Zotti and Lowyns were intro-
duced to soccer when they were four
but Lowyns remembered his first
experience.

“I remember when they put me on

the field, I cried. I quit for a year then
picked it up through the encourage-
ment of my brother Mark.”

From that point on he was sold and
spent most of his summers at the
Raider Soccer Camp as did Zotti. As
a matter of fact, the entire 2000-01
high school Raider soccer team
played together through the years.

“I looked at a picture of the
Westfield Cup finals and all 13 of our
(present) varsity team were in it,”
reminisced Lowyns.

Lowyns especially wanted to credit
his brother Mark and both Lowyns
and Zotti credited Assistant Coach
Joe Mortarulo.

“He was always there for you.
When you had tough times, he would
take you aside and help to iron things
out,” said Zotti of Mortarulo.

Zotti, who has verbally committed
to Seton Hall University, keeps him-
self active this winter playing in the
Rahway Men’s Soccer League while
Lowyns, who will play for Rutgers
University, has recently been quite
busy traveling to Tampa, San Diego
and Fort Lauderdale.

Looking back on the most memo-
rable experiences during his varsity
years, Zotti related, “Winning both
state championships, especially the first
year when I scored the winning goal.”

“Winning the two state champion-
ships were my best experiences,”
said Lowyns. “But the second year
when I was at goalie was the greatest.
Playing in front of all of those people
at 8:00 at night and having almost
your whole school backing you up

Brad Lowyns, Mike Zotti Become
High School Soccer Cream of Crop

and constantly cheering. It was rain-
ing. I can still remember everything
that happened.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in compli-

ance with the Open Public Meetings Act,
that the Master Plan Review Committee of
the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public meeting on Mon-
day, February 5, 2001 at 5:00 p.m., in the
Civil Defense Room, Lower Level, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
for “Across the Table” discussions con-
cerning the Draft for the Revised Master
Plan for the Township.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T – 2/01/01, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: January 25, 2001

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 114-2001
AWARDED TO: O’Brien and Gere Engi-

neering, Inc., 1777 Sentry Parkway West,
Gwynedd Hall, Suite 302, Blue Bell, PA

SERVICES: for the design and rehabilita-
tion of the upper and lower Echo Lake Dams.

COST: Not to exceed $125,070
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 02/01/01, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

A Special Meeting of the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission is scheduled for Tues-
day, February 6, 2001, 7:30 p.m., Borough
Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey to
discuss the use of the LaGrande Park fields
relating to softball games.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T – 2/01/01, The Times Fee: $11.22

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOCCER CREAM OF THE CROP...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
soccer stars Brad Lowyns, left, and Mike Zotti have been named to the First
Team All-State. Lowyns, a goalkeeper, was also named First Team All-America.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MIXING WITH THE TIGERS...Blue Devils Dan Deserio, back center, and Lou
Mercer, No. 12, mix with the Tigers on a loose ball. Mercer scored seven of his
10 points in the final quarter to push Westfield to victory.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACKING UP THE POINTS...Highlander Marcello Cavallero, top, racks up
the points as he turns Bear Giancarlo Pesantez to his back. Cavallero won his
152-lb. bout, 17-2.


