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Mayor Accepts Gift of Créche
To Be Placed at Train Station
By NANCY CROSTA LANDALE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

ON THE SCENE…Responding to the bomb threat phoned into 9-1-1 on Monday night, December 10, officials were on
the scene at Westfield High School on Tuesday morning monitoring matters. Pictured, left to right, are: a Westfield High
School student, Westfield Police officer Ed Belford, Westfield Board of Education member Ginny Leiz, Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix, and Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley.

Bomb Scare Causes Disruption
Of Routine Tuesday at WHS
By MERCEDES FOL-OKAMOTO
and MICHELE J. VACCARI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A male caller telephoned 9-1-1 on
a cellular telephone on Monday night,
saying a bomb was set to detonate at
noon the following day at Westfield
High School (WHS).
The threat turned out to be a hoax.
However, before that was ascertained,
Westfield police, fire department
personnel, school officials, and board
of education members assumed the
threat to be real and took swift action
to ensure students’ safety.
The 9-1-1 call, which came in to
New Jersey State Police offices at
approximately 8 p.m. Monday night,
set off a chain reaction of response
when the New Jersey State Police
alerted the Westfield Police Department at approximately 8:20 p.m. that
evening. Westfield police then
reached Westfield school officials
and the Westfield Board of Education to begin a coordinated response.
By 9 p.m. Monday, WHS was the
scene of a thorough search by explosives-scenting dogs from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office Search and
Rescue K-9 Unit. According to that
office’s Sergeant John Gillespie, the
specially trained dogs searched all
parts of the school’s buildings and

grounds on Monday night and found
no evidence of explosives.
The dogs were dispatched to the
school again on Tuesday morning to
check incoming students’ backpacks
and other packages.
“If there had been explosives, the
dogs would have alerted us,” Sergeant Gillespie asserted. Because no
signs of a bomb were detected, school
backpacks and packages were not
opened for a visual check, according
to the sergeant, who had been present
during the inspection.
As a precaution, Dr. Robert G.
Petix, WHS Principal, implemented
special rules for Tuesday morning.
The temporary rules, publicized
on WHS’s TV-36 as well as through
electronic mail to WHS e-mail subscribers, included restricting entry to
the high school to two doors, the
entrance to the main gym and the
parking lot entrance near the cafeteria; suspending out-of-school lunch
privileges for juniors and seniors,
and moving classes usually held in
temporary trailers to rooms inside
the main buildings. By yesterday
morning, the school’s routine had
returned to normal and the temporary rules were no longer in effect.
In walking a Westfield Leader reporter through the high school on

Tuesday morning to emphasize that
matters were under control and the
day was proceeding smoothly, Dr.
Petix noted that student safety and
security is of utmost concern to him
and that he is open to parents’ need to
be informed swiftly and consistently
about emergencies.
“People have to have more faith in
the police and school officials in
making decisions for students,” he
said, while noting that he welcomes
parents’ taking an active role in
school-related issues.
In discussing the incident with The
Leader, Westfield Police Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau noted that there
had been previous bomb threats directed at WHS, noting four incidents
that occurred in November of 1994.
According to Lieutenant Parizeau, at
that time, the calls came from a
telephone inside the high school itself and were made by a student, who
was later arrested.
The current incident involved a call
from a cellular telephone — as opposed to a stationary telephone —
which has implications for tracing, according to police.

Asked how they were reacting to
the situation, WHS freshman Jessica
Sussman said, “I found out (in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Auditor Finds Bonuses Given Out
Without OK of Mayor or Council
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week, Mayor Gregory
McDermott and the Westfield Town
Council approved several corrective
procedures as recommended in the
annual municipal audit.
The most significant item in the
report, prepared by the Westfieldbased certified public accounting firm
of Suplee, Clooney & Company, was
the distribution of bonuses to town
employees by former Town Administrator Thomas Shannon last year
without the approval of former Mayor
Thomas Jardim and the council.
Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea noted that the auditing firm
caught the bonuses when reviewing
compensation paid to employees.
“I wouldn’t say it was a huge
amount of money. I would say it was
in the $500 range,” Mr. Gildea asserted, noting that the amounts varied per employee. He emphasized
that the compensation should not
have occurred, regardless of the
amount.
Since all of the employees given
bonuses are members of collective
bargaining groups, Mr. Gildea noted
there was concern the bonuses could
have impacted negotiations with
unions, given the additional compensation.
Mr. Gildea said the compensation
was improper and would not occur

again.
Suplee, Clooney & Company recommended that Mayor McDermott
and the council authorize all future
compensation for employees. The
auditing firm also recommended that
all municipal departmental bank accounts be reconciled on a monthly
basis and that department receipts
collected be remitted monthly to the
town treasurer.
State statute mandates that cash
receipts be deposited or turned over
to the town treasurer within 48 hours.

The auditor found that a bank account for the town clerk’s office “was
not reconciled on a monthly basis.”
The report noted that the timely
preparation of the accounts “is critical to the internal control structure”
of the town.
In addition, an engineering department bank account, as well as
departmental receipts, was not remitted on a timely basis.
The council also took action for
corrective procedures in the clerk’s
and the engineering departments.

Woman Injured in Collision
At North and East Broad
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Roselle woman was injured Sunday evening when her car was struck
by another vehicle at the intersection
of North Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield, authorities confirmed.
Ralph E. Dileo, 26, of Garwood,
who was traveling east on North
Avenue, said he looked down while
going through the intersection, and
when he looked up again, he saw the
traffic signal was red and then struck
the other vehicle, according to a police report of the accident.
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Mr. Dileo’s 2000 Chevrolet pickup
collided with a 1998 Volkswagen
driven by Kendra N. Mitchell, 22, at
8:40 p.m. The victim had to be extricated from her vehicle by Westfield
Fire Department personnel, Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department said.
She was then transported by the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
to University Hospital in Newark,
where she was treated for injuries to
her chest, arms and legs.
Both vehicles had to be towed
from the scene, according to the police report. Mr. Dileo was issued a
summons for failure to observe a
traffic signal. Ms. Mitchell was released at 1 a.m. Monday morning,
hospital spokesman Rogers Ramsey
confirmed.

On Tuesday night, as the nation
marked the three-month anniversary of the September 11 terrorist
attacks on New York City and Washington, D.C., Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott announced that he
would accept the gift of a crèche
from a group of town residents.
Although there was no formal
action at a special council meeting
called that night, a majority of town
council members voiced their approval of a crèche display on townowned property at the entrance to
the north side train station on North
Avenue.
Council members who supported
accepting the crèche cited the need
to “come together” as a community
in these sensitive times and to “do
the right thing.”
The crèche, donated by a citizens’ group headed by former
Westfield Board of Education member Thomas Madaras, will be exhibited with a menorah previously
approved for display by the Mayor
and council last week. Both will
join an existing Christmas tree.
The council will make a formal
policy considering the legal parameters of future displays in the early
part of 2002.
Mayor McDermott admitted that
at the time of his original decision
disallowing the menorah and the
Presbyterian Church replica on the
island in Mindowaskin Park, he “did
not have a handle on how passionate people are in these times” about
religion and country.
Having since spoken to many
people who wrote letters to The
Westfield Leader, the Mayor said he
became more aware of the prevailing beliefs and emotions of town
residents on the topic of religious
displays on public property.
Several council members expressed concern over the legal implications of displaying gifts which
could be considered religious symbols.
Councilmen Lawrence Goldman,

Carl Salisbury and
Matthew Albano
cited court cases
dealing with the
constitutionality
and the legality of
displaying such
symbols.
Town Attorney
Robert Cockren
confirmed that in
such cases, what is
permissible turns
on fine factual distinctions such as
the size, lighting,
placement and
message accompanying the symbols.
Citing
legal
briefs filed by
clergy in Supreme
Court cases, Councilman Salisbury,
who represents the
first ward, urged a
discussion with local clergy to determine their opinions on the religious significance
of the displays.
Councilman
Goldman, who
serves the fourth
ward, cautioned
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
against donors incurring expendi- SYMBOLS OF THE SEASON…Mindowaskin Pond
a replica of The Presbyterian Church in
tures to display spotlights
Westfield, while the Menorah is lit in front of the
gifts this year, Christmas tree at the northside train station.
which may be disallowed in ensuing
years by the policy to be adopted by that, just as Westfield came tothe council.
gether in “one spirit” during the
Mayor McDermott replied that town’s FestiFall street festival, held
donors would be made aware that shortly after the September 11 atany gift displayed this year is a “one tacks, the town should accept any
time deal,” with no guarantee that gift “with open arms” and display
the gift will be displayed next year. it in the proper context.
The Mayor also confirmed that while
Councilman Echausse added
clergy may be solicited for recom- that, “It is the right thing to do this
mendations, the final decision on year. We teach our kids to be tolerfuture displays would be made by the ant and this is the year to show it.”
council.
Second Ward Councilman
In an emotional plea, First Ward Raphael Betancourt echoed these
Councilman Peter Echausse stated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Hansen Leaving McKinley School;
District Searches for New Principal
By MICHELE J. VACCARI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Next Friday, December 21, will be
the last day Chic Hansen walks down
the halls of his beloved McKinley
Elementary School as principal. After an eight-year run in Westfield, he
said it is time for him to move on.
“Some people like to stay their
whole life at the same job, I suppose.
I enjoy new challenges,” said Mr.
Hansen.
Leaving McKinley School might
be difficult for Mr. Hansen, but he
looks forward to his move to Warren,
where he will be taking the place of
a current principal who will become
superintendent of the Mendham Public School District. After five years
as principal, Mr. Hansen said he will
leave with only fond memories of a
cherished school.
“I love McKinley School. It has
been magnificent to me. I’ll miss the
package that is McKinley School —
the teachers, parents and the great
children,” said Mr. Hansen, who also
served as Supervisor of Fine Arts in
Westfield for three years before becoming principal.
Mr. Hansen, who has been a teacher
longer than a principal, will leave his
mark at McKinley through many
programs focused on children’s talents and creativity. For example,
McKinley School has a permanent
art collection. As fifth graders
progress to the middle school, a sampling of artwork from their class is
installed into the “McKinley Permanent Collection.”
With the help of the Parent-Teacher
Organization, Mr. Hansen also had
theatrical lighting and a sound system installed, so McKinley Performing Arts (MPAC) could have a proper
venue to perform.
“He will be sorely missed. He
shows genuine concern for everyone
he touches. What he has contributed
to the school will live long after he
leaves,” said Kathy Cook, a fifthgrade teacher at McKinley.
In terms of the process for finding
a new McKinley principal, Dr. William Foley, Superintendent of
Westfield Public Schools, met with
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parents last week to discuss the
district’s upcoming action to fill
the vacancy.
“It is very hard to find a good
principal mid-year,” said Dr. Foley.
Right now, the administration is reviewing candidates currently employed within the Westfield school
system and who possess the proper
certification needed to be principal.
“Chic Hansen has done a terrific
job. He has left a significant mark on
the school and has really made an
impact. We will miss him,” said Dr.
Foley.
Co-President of the Parent-Teacher

Organization, Renate Bieber, said
the main concern of McKinley parents seems to be change.
“Everyone is very happy with
where we are right now. Chic has
brought a lot of good ideas,” said Ms.
Bieber, “We are devastated that he is
leaving us.”
Meanwhile, Mr. Hansen noted for
future McKinley principals, “When
children come to McKinley School,
they are loved first and taught second.”
“We are all on the same team and
the team is to benefit children,” Mr.
Hansen concluded.

Michele J. Viccari for The Westfield Leader

SAYING GOODBYE…Principal of McKinley Elementary School, Charles
“Chic” Hansen, will be leaving his post on Friday, December 21, after serving
the Westfield Public School District for eight years.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE
BLOTTER
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
• A Wallburg Avenue resident reported the theft of a white cement
goose, valued at $80, from her front
yard.
• Marcus Davenport, 29, of Scotch
Plains was arrested at Westfield police headquarters and charged with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing false information to a police
officer during a motor vehicle stop
that occurred July 8. He was released
on his own recognizance with a summons.
Davenport was additionally arrested
on a warrant issued by the Municipal
Court of Garwood, for which he posted
$48 bail, and on warrants out of
Woodbridge, Teaneck and Newark. He
was released on a total of $1,050 bail
on these warrants.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Krista Donofrio, 25, of Clark was
arrested at a North Avenue store and
charged with shoplifting $450 worth
of merchandise. She was released on
her own recognizance with a summons.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
• A resident of Breeze Knoll Drive
reported that someone had cut several
strands of decorative Christmas lights
on his house.
• The front license plate was removed from a motor vehicle belonging
to a Garwood resident while it was
parked behind an East Broad Street
store.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
• A Tremont Avenue resident reported an incident of criminal mischief
involving two trees and exterior lights
on his property.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
• Benjamin Nesenjuk, 18, and Joseph Robinson, 19, both of Westfield,
were arrested at Franklin Elementary
School and each charged with burglary
and theft for having allegedly taken a
videocassette recorder from the school.
They were released on summonses.

Bomb Scare
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

morning) and my parents said it
would be fine to go to school.”
However, junior Justin Harris said,
“They claimed the school was
searched thoroughly but no one
can be 100 percent sure. They could
have done a better job to inform
parents instead of causing chaos
this morning.”
Concerning school-to-home
communication, Dr. Petix noted
that the high school parent-teacher
organization stopped providing socalled telephone chains some time
ago, due to a dearth of parent volunteers. Electronic mail and Channel 36 have become the main means
of alerting the community of school
announcements.
WHS Parent-Teacher Student Organization President Cindy
Goldman said in a telephone interview that the high school comprises some 900 families, making
telephone chains impractical to organize. Asked to characterize the
administration’s handling of the
emergency, she said, “I think Dr.
Petix did everything he could have
done in these circumstances.”
Westfield School Superintendent
Dr. William J. Foley noted, “As has
always been the case, a hoax is set
to disrupt the school day. We took
appropriate steps to make sure
school is safe and to get back to
normal.”
The Westfield Police Department
is working to trace the male caller
who made the 9-1-1 call on Monday night.

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Board and Union Agree to Hire
Fact Finder for Contract Talks
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Both sides in
the contract talks between the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) have
agreed to hire a professional fact
finder who will assess both sides’
positions and make a settlement recommendation.
Board member Lance Porter noted
that a November 27 meeting with the
state mediator yielded no settlement
and that both sides agreed to forego
a third meeting with the mediator
and move on to fact-finding.
While waiting for a fact-finder to
become available, the board and
union representatives agreed to meet
on their own yesterday, December
12 after The Westfield Leader went to
press.
“We hope to be able to do something there, back in the same room,
face to face,” explained Mr. Porter.
At its Thursday, December 20
meeting, according to Mr. Porter, the
board will attempt “to correct some
misinformation” regarding the contract between the board and the
SPFEA.
He said the board will “educate the
public” on the “current benefits package, on (how the board) has never
controlled distribution of funds in
the salary guide, and how the guide
works.”
“We will help the public understand the facts as they go,” said Mr.
Porter, who added this was not the
board’s attempt to negotiate in public, but to put some of the facts out
there.
Board member Craig Nowlin asked
if the public would be able to submit
letters to the fact-finder. Board President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon said he
did not think there could be legal
restrictions to doing that, but would
have an answer for the December 20
meeting. No members of the SPFEA
spoke at the December 6 meeting.
While stating her gratitude for the
“fine teachers” she has known at
Brunner Elementary School and at
Park Middle School, and for the efforts of the board of education,
Fanwood resident Rose Hubbard
questioned why, when the parties
were rumored to be so close to settlement last June, they had moved further apart in recent months.
“Go back to June and put aside the
last five months of disagreements,
and compromise,” she said.
Mild late fall temperatures have
helped construction crews at work
on Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
as projects at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Terrill and Park Middle
Schools, School One Elementary and
Coles Elementary School proceed.
“With all the beautiful weather,”
said Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi, “projects have really taken
on full steam.”
He reported the new football
bleachers should be up at the high
school within the next few weeks,
while the sound and lighting systems
in the auditorium are being addressed
as that facility prepared to re-open.
The state is reviewing final plans for
the bridge to link the old and new
buildings of the high school.
At Park School, reported Mr.
DelSordi, the steel is up for the new
gymnasium, which will be followed
by piping, then walls. Just after New
Year’s Day, work inside the school is
scheduled to begin on the first floor.
Steel for the new multi-purpose
room at School One is going in,

while sites at Terrill and Coles
Schools are being prepared for construction. Additional front parking
space has been added at Terrill
School.
Mr. DelSordi noted that the New
Jersey Economic Development Authority signed the appropriate contracts, which will allow the first state
payments to come to the district under the Educational Facilities & Construction Financing Act approved in
2000.

Mr. DelSordi acknowledged the
efforts of Scotch Plains Construction
Official Robert LaCosta for his assistance in obtaining permits and
getting inspectors out to the jobs.
“The town’s been very cooperative,” said Mr. DelSordi.
In other business, board member
Jessica Simpson noted that policies
regarding the prohibition of smoking and administering medication
will be addressed at the December
20 meeting.
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Mayor Accepts Gift of Créche
To Be Placed at Train Station
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sentiments, stating that any court
considering a challenge to the display also would have to consider the
context of the times, given the events
of the past few months.
“We have to worry about now.
This is a group of people with good
intentions who want to give a gift,”
he said.
While Councilman Goldman
warned the Mayor not to portray the
decision as unanimously approved
by the council, Councilman
Salisbury, who initially urged a for-

Vigilance Prevents Recurrence
Of Rodent Problem In Fanwood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- During a special
presentation to the Fanwood Borough Council last week, Robert Sherr,
Director of the Westfield Regional
Health Department, gave officials an
update on two issues that have recently caused concern to area residents.
The regional health department
serves six communities, including
Fanwood, Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Springfield and Roselle
Park.
Mr. Sherr revealed at the council’s
December 5 agenda session that a
rodent problem that had affected a
residential section of the borough in
2000 had decreased this year, the
result of his department having upped
preventative measures through its
pest control service, as well as by
disseminating information on a regular basis.
Last year, about 20 residents appealed to the council for assistance
in dealing with rats that had been
appearing in their neighborhood for
three years, despite efforts to eradicate the creatures.
The problem involved a residential “island,” bordered by Beech,
Laurel, LaGrande and South Avenues, and primarily a one-block area
at Beech and Laurel, a health department spokeswoman confirmed at the
time.
After receiving complaints, the
health department investigated properties in the vicinity and found evidence of rats or conditions that might
encourage their infestation at 11 locations.
The owners of these properties
were sent notices of violations and
told they needed to hire an exterminator. Other residents in the affected
area received notices informing them
of the situation and what measures
they needed to take to prevent problems.
In an effort to prevent a recurrence
of the problem this year, Mr. Sherr
said his department in April contacted residents of the area that had
been affected in 2000, distributing a
fact sheet that listed 12 recommendations on how to “lessen the attraction of rodents to their property.”
Residents were advised to keep
their yards and driveways clean of all
debris and to cut high grass or weeds;
place garbage in metal or plastic
containers with tight-fitting lids; to
pile wood or other material stored
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outside into closely-packed units at
least six inches off the ground, and to
eliminate potential harborage areas
with fencing or by blocking openings.
They were also advised not to feed
domestic animals outside or to throw
bread, crackers or food scraps on the
ground; to clean up animal feces
regularly and not place them in storm
sewer basins; to maintain gardens
and enclose them with small meshed
wire, and to remove fruit that had
fallen from trees, among other tips.
Mr. Sherr stated information on
the prevention of rodent infestation
was also posted and updated monthly
on the department’s Internet site,
www.http://westfieldnj.net/health,
from April through November.
He additionally revealed that his
department increased preventative
baiting in storm sewers in the neighborhood where problems occurred
last year, and elsewhere, and beefed
up its surveillance of the affected
area.
While acknowledging that complaints about rodent infestation are
“sporadically” received from all the
towns served by his department, Mr.
Sherr said the situation reported by
Fanwood residents in 2000 had not
recurred. “We don’t have a problem
in a localized area that we did before,” he noted.
Prior to his update on the rodent
problem, the health officer discussed
anthrax and the need for local health
departments to explore what additional
staff and/or resources they may require
in order to deal with this disease, as
well as other potential biological or
chemical threats that may occur.
Mr. Sherr, who spoke on the situation last week at the request of the
council, said he had made a budgetary presentation to the Fanwood
Board of Health the previous evening,

at which time he addressed some of
these concerns.
While no cases of anthrax exposure have been reported in Fanwood,
he emphasized at the agenda meeting that “what we have to do (starting
at the municipal government level)
is be prepared in how to address
these situations when they come up.”
During his appearance before the
council, he reviewed the various
forms of anthrax, including inhaled
(which carries the greatest mortality
risk), gastrointestinal (ingested) and
cutaneous (exposure to the skin).
He also supplied officials with a
packet that included this data, plus
information on symptoms and other
aspects of the disease. The packet
additionally highlights how police,
firefighters and other first response
personnel, along with the public and
the postal system, should handle
potential cases of anthrax exposure.
Mr. Sherr said that if an individual
receives a suspicious package, such
as one with no return address, or with
evidence of tampering or contamination by some kind of substance,
that person should notify the local
police department.
A police officer will evaluate the
object, get additional information,
and, if necessary, contact the county’s
Hazardous Materials Response Team
(Haz-Mat) for further evaluation.
Haz-Mat personnel are equipped
with a portable laboratory that allows them to detect whether a suspicious package is tainted with a common substance such as salt or flour.
If further analysis is needed, according to Union County Director of
Public Information Michael Murray,
an officer will transport the package
to the New Jersey State Laboratories
in Trenton. The municipality from
which it came will later be notified
of the results.

mal resolution “for the sake of clarity,” remarked that because the discussion was so worthy and civilized,
forcing the issue to a vote would do
little more than divide the council.
In concluding the discussion, the
Mayor clarified that the crèche will
be accepted based on the majority of
council agreeing to its acceptance
and display “for this year only,” and
that the display of all items at the
North Avenue train station will be
performed with the consultation of
the town attorney.
During the council’s conference
meeting, which followed the special
session, the governing body agreed to
allow planning and parking experts to
review a proposal for the construction
of up to three parking decks in town,
as proposed by the Mayor’s Parking
Advisory Committee.
Mayor McDermott and council
members discussed various potential plan modifications, including reducing the number of spaces; constructing two instead of three decks;
installing a residential buffer if a
Prospect Street/Elm Street deck is
built; commercial development relative to a South Avenue deck, and
accomplishing the work either in a
public/private partnership or without private development.
Mr. Cockren urged the council to
arrive at a consensus regarding planning input so that definite advice can
be rendered. After discussing the
potential modifications and agreeing that the council will receive proposals and “scale back as needed,”
the Mayor remarked, “We’ve got
ideas. Now we need to see how we
can implement them.”
In other business, the Mayor and
council awarded a contract during
the special meeting for a $222,000
curbside collection of recyclable
materials to Central Jersey Waste &
Recycling, Inc.
Collection will begin on Thursday, January 3, 2002 and take place
on Thursdays and Fridays. The company, which held the contract this
year, picked up on Fridays in 2001.
The council will take action this
Tuesday, December 18, on a resolution
authorizing the town treasurer to make
certain transfers in the 2001 budget
accounts due to prior budget underestimation concerning group insurance,
and telephone and public works costs,
among other expenditures.
It was tentatively decided that the
swearing-in ceremonies for new
council members Susan Jacobson
and Kevin Walsh, who will represent
the fourth and third wards, respectively, and incumbents Mr. Echausse
and Mr. Albano, will take place on
Tuesday, January 1, 2002.
The re-organizational meeting,
which has yet to be set, may be held
at the same time or the following
evening.
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PAINTED FOR POSTERITY…Dedication ceremonies were recently held for the McKinley Millennium Mural, a 12foot-long landscape depicting past and present Westfield landmarks. The mural was a collaboration between students,
parents and staff of McKinley Elementary School in Westfield, under the direction of art teacher Allison Hooper. The
piece is installed in the school’s main hallway. Plans for a new library mural are currently underway. Pictured, left to
right, in their commemorative T-shirts, are: McKinley Principal Charles Hansen, Miss Hooper, and students Steven
Obiajulu, Ryan Don, Halsey Urban, Alyson Moskowitz, Madison Mone and Gregory Inamine.
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Christopher Owens
Accepts Membership
To Golden Key Society
WESTFIELD – Purdue University has revealed that Christopher
Morgan Owens of Westfield has accepted membership in Golden Key
International Honor Society.
Christopher was individually honored during a campus ceremony.
“It is only fitting that a high academic achiever like Christopher be
recognized by Golden Key,” stated
Kali Kirkham Boatright, Golden Key
Assistant Executive Director.
“Our members are inspired and
motivated by the challenge not only
to be recognized for their outstanding accomplishments, but also to
make a positive impact on our world
through the Society’s commitment
to service,” she concluded.
A non-profit, academic honors organization, Golden Key International
Honor Society provides academic
recognition, leadership opportunities, community service, career networking and scholarships.
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Planner Addresses Questions
On Fanwood Downtown Plan
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

TREE VENDORS…On December 2, members of the Fanwood Lions Club conducted their annual sale of Christmas
trees. Pictured, left to right, are: Chuck Hoeckele, Fanwood Councilman Stuart Kline, Jim Grover, and A.C.
Fischer.

Vigilance Prevents Recurrence
Of Rodent Problem In Fanwood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

During a special presentation to
the Fanwood Borough Council last
week, Robert Sherr, Director of the
Westfield Regional Health Department, gave officials an update on two
issues that have recently caused concern to area residents.
The regional health department
serves six communities, including
Fanwood, Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Springfield and Roselle
Park.
Mr. Sherr revealed at the council’s
December 5 agenda session that a
rodent problem that had affected a
residential section of the borough in
2000 had decreased this year, the
result of his department having upped
preventative measures through its
pest control service, as well as by
disseminating information on a regular basis.
Last year, about 20 residents appealed to the council for assistance
in dealing with rats that had been
appearing in their neighborhood for
three years, despite efforts to eradicate the creatures.
The problem involved a residential “island,” bordered by Beech,
Laurel, LaGrande and South Avenues, and primarily a one-block area
at Beech and Laurel, a health department spokeswoman confirmed at the
time.
After receiving complaints, the
health department investigated properties in the vicinity and found evidence of rats or conditions that might
encourage their infestation at 11 lo-

cations.
The owners of these properties
were sent notices of violations and
told they needed to hire an exterminator. Other residents in the affected
area received notices informing them
of the situation and what measures
they needed to take to prevent problems.
In an effort to prevent a recurrence
of the problem this year, Mr. Sherr
said his department in April contacted residents of the area that had
been affected in 2000, distributing a
fact sheet that listed 12 recommendations on how to “lessen the attraction of rodents to their property.”
Residents were advised to keep
their yards and driveways clean of all
debris and to cut high grass or weeds;
place garbage in metal or plastic
containers with tight-fitting lids; to
pile wood or other material stored
outside into closely-packed units at
least six inches off the ground, and to
eliminate potential harborage areas
with fencing or by blocking openings.
They were also advised not to feed
domestic animals outside or to throw
bread, crackers or food scraps on the
ground; to clean up animal feces
regularly and not place them in storm
sewer basins; to maintain gardens
and enclose them with small meshed
wire, and to remove fruit that had
fallen from trees, among other tips.
Mr. Sherr stated information on
the prevention of rodent infestation
was also posted and updated monthly
on the department’s Internet site,
www.http://westfieldnj.net/health,

from April through November.
He additionally revealed that his
department increased preventative
baiting in storm sewers in the neighborhood where problems occurred
last year, and elsewhere, and beefed
up its surveillance of the affected
area.
While acknowledging that complaints about rodent infestation are
“sporadically” received from all the
towns served by his department, Mr.
Sherr said the situation reported by
Fanwood residents in 2000 had not
recurred. “We don’t have a problem
in a localized area that we did before,” he noted.
Prior to his update on the rodent
problem, the health officer discussed
anthrax and the need for local health
departments to explore what additional staff and/or resources they may
require in order to deal with this
disease, as well as other potential
biological or chemical threats that
may occur.
Mr. Sherr, who spoke on the situation last week at the request of the
council, said he had made a budgetary presentation to the Fanwood
Board of Health the previous evening,
at which time he addressed some of
these concerns.
While no cases of anthrax exposure have been reported in Fanwood,
he emphasized at the agenda meeting that “what we have to do (starting
at the municipal government level)
is be prepared in how to address
these situations when they come up.”
During his appearance before the

Borough residents presented their
questions last Thursday concerning
a redevelopment plan for a block of
downtown land in Fanwood, after a
lengthy discussion between planning
board members and Richard Preiss,
who crafted the plan for what is
considered a key commercial area.
In his introduction, Mr. Preiss, a
partner with a planning and real estate consultant firm based in New
York City and New Brunswick, stated
the purpose of last week’s special
planning board meeting was to
present a proposal of the plan to the
board and to conduct a public hearing.
According to Mr. Preiss, the plan
has been designed to revitalize a 6.5acre spread of land, which includes
24 individual tax lots. These lots are
bordered by South, Martine and
LaGrande Avenues and by Second
Street. Four of these lots make up the
vacant Dean Oil site at LaGrande
and Second.
Mr. Preiss noted that the process of
studying the sites and drafting the
plan began a year and a half ago at
the request of the Fanwood Borough
Council. He also stated that for the
past 20 to 25 years, multiple Fanwood
councils have sought to revitalize the
downtown.
Addressing the audience, Mr.
Preiss stated, “redevelopment plan
copies have been available over the
last three or four months.” He also
noted that, “there have been a few
changes to the plan after the last
council meeting held in November.”
Those revisions included reducing
the allowable density of units per
acre for various types of housing;
reducing the permissible height of
buildings from four floors to three,
and disallowing street parking to fulfill parking requirements.
During the presentation, Mr. Preiss
noted that the plan was designed to
“improve the central business district,” which he said would lead to
“greater spending downtown.”
He also stated the plan would supersede current zoning regulations
and would recommend to any potential developer that structures reflect
a Victorian-style architecture.

Planning board member Andrew
MacDonald asked Mr. Preiss why
drive-through businesses were not a
part of the new plan. “If we close the
gap between stores, pedestrians will
walk further and shop in more stores,”
the planner answered.
He further noted that it was his
understanding that the drive-through
bank currently located on Martine
Avenue was willing to relocate.
Planning Board Vice Chairman
Jack Molenaar asked Mr. Preiss if
any current business owners were
notified or consulted during prepara-

tion of the plan. Mr. Preiss responded
that one of his colleagues did indeed
talk to business owners.
Mr. Molenaar then asked Mr. Preiss
if any meetings or workshops with
local business owners were ever conducted, to which Mr. Preiss answered,
“no.”
John Celardo, another member of
the planning board, queried Mr. Preiss
as to whether any other communities
have dealt with similar plans. Mr.
Preiss named Metuchen as one municipality that had.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Dem. Chairman, GOP
Councilman Face-off Over
Literature in Campaign
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The recent election campaign for a
seat on the Scotch Plains Township
Council was brought to the fore on
Tuesday night when township Democratic Party Chairman Kenneth
Lipstein accused Republican Councilman Guy Celentano, the victor in
last month’s election, of distributing
what he felt was false and misleading campaign literature that unfairly
attacked Democratic candidate
Patricia Romano.
At Tuesday night’s council meeting, its last regular session of the
year, Mr. Lipstein and Mr. Celentano
engaged in a dialogue that was, at
times, somewhat heated and led Republican Mayor Martin L. Marks
and Deputy Mayor Frank S. Rossi to
join in the discussion.
Holding up one of Mr. Celentano’s
campaign mailings, Mr. Lipstein
demanded an explanation of what he
said was the literature’s inference
that Mrs. Romano, a former employee in the Rahway Tax Assessor’s
Office, would raise property taxes in
Scotch Plains if she won the November 6 election.
“Did you hear Pat Romano tell
anyone she was running to raise
taxes?” Mr. Lipstein asked Mr.

Celentano.
The councilman said he had not,
but explained he was merely pointing out Mrs. Romano’s experience
working in the tax assessor’s office
in Rahway, “where raising taxes was
the norm.”
He said he was concerned that
working in “an atmosphere where
higher tax rates are acceptable” may
“translate into a new job” on the
township council.
When the Mayor and Mr. Rossi
joined in the discussion, Mr. Marks
accused Mr. Lipstein of “badgering”
Mr. Celentano during the campaign
with e-mail messages, but Mr.
Lipstein said his communications
with the Republican candidate were
to ask Mr. Celentano “about his credentials.”
Mr. Lipstein termed Mr.
Celentano’s answers to his queries
“unresponsive,” and said that “when
he stopped answering them, I stopped
sending them.”
At various times during the 45minute dialogue, Mr. Lipstein and
Mr. Celentano snapped at each other
for interrupting and for not answering questions to the other’s satisfaction.
Mayor Marks and Mr. Rossi also
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Board and Union Agree to Hire
Fact Finder for Contract Talks
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Both sides in the contract talks
between the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) have agreed to hire a
professional fact finder who will assess both sides’ positions and make a
settlement recommendation.
Board member Lance Porter noted
that a November 27 meeting with the
state mediator yielded no settlement
and that both sides agreed to forego
a third meeting with the mediator
and move on to fact-finding.
While waiting for a fact-finder to
become available, the board and
union representatives agreed to meet
on their own yesterday, December
12 after The Times of Scotch PlainsFanwood went to press.
“We hope to be able to do something there, back in the same room,
face to face,” explained Mr. Porter.
At its Thursday, December 20
meeting, according to Mr. Porter, the
board will attempt “to correct some
misinformation” regarding the contract between the board and the
SPFEA.

He said the board will “educate the
public” on the “current benefits package, on (how the board) has never
controlled distribution of funds in
the salary guide, and how the guide
works.”
“We will help the public understand the facts as they go,” said Mr.
Porter, who added this was not the
board’s attempt to negotiate in public, but to put some of the facts out
there.
Board member Craig Nowlin asked
if the public would be able to submit
letters to the fact-finder. Board President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon said he
did not think there could be legal
restrictions to doing that, but would
have an answer for the December 20
meeting. No members of the SPFEA
spoke at the December 6 meeting.
While stating her gratitude for the
“fine teachers” she has known at
Brunner Elementary School and at
Park Middle School, and for the efforts of the board of education,
Fanwood resident Rose Hubbard
questioned why, when the parties
were rumored to be so close to settlement last June, they had moved further apart in recent months.

“Go back to June and put aside the
last five months of disagreements,
and compromise,” she said.
Mild late fall temperatures have
helped construction crews at work
on Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
as projects at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Terrill and Park Middle
Schools, School One Elementary and
Coles Elementary School proceed.
“With all the beautiful weather,”
said Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi, “projects have really taken
on full steam.”
He reported the new football
bleachers should be up at the high
school within the next few weeks,
while the sound and lighting systems
in the auditorium are being addressed
as that facility prepared to re-open.
The state is reviewing final plans for
the bridge to link the old and new
buildings of the high school.
At Park School, reported Mr.
DelSordi, the steel is up for the new
gymnasium, which will be followed
by piping, then walls. Just after New
Year’s Day, work inside the school is
scheduled to begin on the first floor.
Steel for the new multi-purpose
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

SPECIAL DELIVERY…Residents seeking speedy delivery of their holiday packages and greeting cards flocked to the
Fanwood Post Office on Saturday to ensure that their loved ones would receive their gifts on time. A commentary on
holiday card giving, by Kerrianne Spellman Cort, appears on Page 17.

Woodruff to Replace Baron in Jan.
As SP Assistant Township Attorney
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

With the new year a few weeks
away, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
L. Marks told The Times of Scotch
Plains - Fanwood about a few “key
changes” that will take place come
Tuesday, January 1.
Assistant Township Attorney Andrew M. Baron will be leaving his
post and will be replaced by Lawrence
A. Woodruff, longtime attorney for
the township planning board.

“We’re still working out the details,” Mayor Marks said, “as far as
Andy finishing up the existing cases
he’s working on and getting Larry in
place.”
Mr. Woodruff will work with
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen,
who succeeded Mr. Baron in January, 2000 after the Republicans regained control of the township council.
Mr. Marks also said that he will
be appointing Sharynn Porter, the
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former Democratic Councilwoman,
to the township planning board.
Mrs. Porter recently completed a
year of service on the council’s an
interim appointee to fill the council seat left vacant by the death in
September, 2000 of Councilman
Tarquin Jay Bromley.
In addition to Mrs. Porter, the
Mayor said he will be naming
Harriet Shafran and Michael
Michaelson to the planning board
to fill two other vacancies that have
opened up on that body. These appointments, along with a host of
others, will formally be announced
at the council’s January 1 reorganization meeting.
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Bomb Scare Causes Disruption Mayor Accepts Gift of Créche
To Be Placed at Train Station
Of Routine Tuesday at WHS
By MERCEDES FOL-OKAMOTO
and MICHELE J. VACCARI

By NANCY CROSTA LANDALE

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday
night, as the nation marked the threemonth anniversary of the September
11 terrorist attacks on New York City
and Washington, D.C., Westfield
Mayor Gregory McDermott announced that he would accept the
gift of a crèche from a group of town
residents.
Although there was no formal action at a special council meeting
called that night, a majority of town
council members voiced their approval of a crèche display on townowned property at the entrance to the
north side train station on North Avenue.
Council members who supported
accepting the crèche cited the need
to “come together” as a community
in these sensitive times and to “do
the right thing.”
The crèche, donated by a citizens’
group headed by former Westfield
Board of Education member Thomas Madaras, will be exhibited with
a menorah previously approved for
display by the Mayor and council
last week. Both will join an existing
Christmas tree.
The council will make a formal
policy considering the legal parameters of future displays in the early
part of 2002.
Mayor McDermott admitted that
at the time of his original decision
disallowing the menorah and the Presbyterian Church replica on the island
in Mindowaskin Park, he “did not
have a handle on how passionate
people are in these times” about religion and country.
Having since spoken to many
people who wrote letters to The
Westfield Leader, the Mayor said he
became more aware of the prevailing
beliefs and emotions of town residents on the topic of religious displays on public property.
Several council members expressed concern over the legal implications of displaying gifts which
could be considered religious symbols.
Councilmen Lawrence Goldman,
Carl Salisbury and Matthew Albano
cited court cases dealing with the
constitutionality and the legality of
displaying such symbols.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren
confirmed that in such cases, what is
permissible turns on fine factual distinctions such as the size, lighting,
placement and message accompanying the symbols.
Citing legal briefs filed by clergy
in Supreme Court cases, Councilman Salisbury, who represents the
first ward, urged a discussion with
local clergy to determine their opinions on the religious significance of
the displays.
Councilman Goldman, who serves
the fourth ward, cautioned against
donors incurring expenditures to display gifts this year, which may be
disallowed in ensuing years by the
policy to be adopted by the council.
Mayor McDermott replied that
donors would be made aware that
any gift displayed this year is a “one
time deal,” with no guarantee that
the gift will be displayed next year.
The Mayor also confirmed that while

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A male caller telephoned 9-1-1 on a cellular telephone
on Monday night, saying a bomb was
set to detonate at noon the following
day at Westfield High School (WHS).
The threat turned out to be a hoax.
However, before that was ascertained,
Westfield police, fire department
personnel, school officials, and board
of education members assumed the
threat to be real and took swift action
to ensure students’ safety.
The 9-1-1 call, which came in to
New Jersey State Police offices at
approximately 8 p.m. Monday night,
set off a chain reaction of response
when the New Jersey State Police
alerted the Westfield Police Department at approximately 8:20 p.m. that
evening. Westfield police then
reached Westfield school officials
and the Westfield Board of Education to begin a coordinated response.
By 9 p.m. Monday, WHS was the
scene of a thorough search by explosives-scenting dogs from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office Search and
Rescue K-9 Unit. According to that
office’s Sergeant John Gillespie, the
specially trained dogs searched all
parts of the school’s buildings and
grounds on Monday night and found
no evidence of explosives.
The dogs were dispatched to the
school again on Tuesday morning to
check incoming students’ backpacks
and other packages.
“If there had been explosives, the
dogs would have alerted us,” Sergeant Gillespie asserted. Because no
signs of a bomb were detected, school
backpacks and packages were not
opened for a visual check, according

Rodent
Problem
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

council, he reviewed the various
forms of anthrax, including inhaled
(which carries the greatest mortality
risk), gastrointestinal (ingested) and
cutaneous (exposure to the skin).
He also supplied officials with a
packet that included this data, plus
information on symptoms and other
aspects of the disease. The packet
additionally highlights how police,
firefighters and other first response
personnel, along with the public and
the postal system, should handle
potential cases of anthrax exposure.
Mr. Sherr said that if an individual
receives a suspicious package, such
as one with no return address, or with
evidence of tampering or contamination by some kind of substance,
that person should notify the local
police department.
A police officer will evaluate the
object, get additional information,
and, if necessary, contact the county’s
Hazardous Materials Response Team
(Haz-Mat) for further evaluation.
Haz-Mat personnel are equipped
with a portable laboratory that allows them to detect whether a suspicious package is tainted with a common substance such as salt or flour.
If further analysis is needed, according to Union County Director of
Public Information Michael Murray,
an officer will transport the package
to the New Jersey State Laboratories
in Trenton. The municipality from
which it came will later be notified
of the results.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times

ON THE SCENE…Responding to the bomb threat phoned into 9-1-1 on
Monday night, December 10, officials were on the scene at Westfield High
School on Tuesday morning monitoring matters. Pictured, left to right, are: a
Westfield High School student, Westfield Police officer Ed Belford, Westfield
Board of Education member Ginny Leiz, Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Robert Petix, and Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley.

to the sergeant, who had been present
during the inspection.
As a precaution, Dr. Robert G.
Petix, WHS Principal, implemented
special rules for Tuesday morning.
The temporary rules, publicized
on WHS’s TV-36 as well as through
electronic mail to WHS e-mail subscribers, included restricting entry to
the high school to two doors, the
entrance to the main gym and the
parking lot entrance near the cafeteria; suspending out-of-school lunch
privileges for juniors and seniors,
and moving classes usually held in
temporary trailers to rooms inside
the main buildings. By yesterday
morning, the school’s routine had
returned to normal and the temporary rules were no longer in effect.
In walking a Times reporter through
the high school on Tuesday morning
to emphasize that matters were under
control and the day was proceeding
smoothly, Dr. Petix noted that student
safety and security is of utmost concern to him and that he is open to
parents’ need to be informed swiftly
and consistently about emergencies.
“People have to have more faith in
the police and school officials in
making decisions for students,” he
said, while noting that he welcomes
parents’ taking an active role in
school-related issues.
In discussing the incident with The
Times, Westfield Police Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau noted that there
had been previous bomb threats directed at WHS, noting four incidents
that occurred in November of 1994.
According to Lieutenant Parizeau, at
that time, the calls came from a
telephone inside the high school itself and were made by a student, who
was later arrested.
The current incident involved a
call from a cellular telephone — as
opposed to a stationary telephone —
which has implications for tracing,
according to police.
Asked how they were reacting to
the situation, WHS freshman Jessica
Sussman said, “I found out (in the
morning) and my parents said it
would be fine to go to school.” However, junior Justin Harris said, “They
claimed the school was searched thoroughly but no one can be 100 percent
sure. They could have done a better
job to inform parents instead of causing chaos this morning.”

Concerning school-to-home communication, Dr. Petix noted that the
high school parent-teacher organization stopped providing so-called telephone chains some time ago, due to a
dearth of parent volunteers. Electronic
mail and Channel 36 have become the
main means of alerting the community
of school announcements.
WHS Parent-Teacher Student Organization President Cindy Goldman said
in a telephone interview that the high
school comprises some 900 families,
making telephone chains impractical
to organize. Asked to characterize the
administration’s handling of the emergency, she said, “I think Dr. Petix did
everything he could have done in these
circumstances.”
Westfield School Superintendent
Dr. William J. Foley noted, “As has
always been the case, a hoax is set to
disrupt the school day. We took appropriate steps to make sure school is
safe and to get back to normal.”
The Westfield Police Department is
working to trace the male caller who
made the 9-1-1 call on Monday night.

Campaign
Literature
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pulled out Democratic Party literature from the 1996 and 1998 council
election campaigns — the earlier
election being one in which both the
Mayor and Mr. Lipstein were candidates — to show what the Republicans said was negative campaign
literature put forth by the Democrats.
Mr. Lipstein added that he objected to Mr. Celentano’s use of the
term “sour grapes” in last month’s
Times to describe Mr. Lipstein’s election night criticism of the GOP’s
campaign literature.
Mayor Marks, after discussing the
Democrats’ literature from earlier
campaigns, called Mr. Lipstein hypocritical for complaining about the
2000 campaign. The discussion then
wound its way to the property tax
decisions taken by the township council in 1999 and 2000 and which party
had been more fiscally responsible
in each of those two years.

Woman Injured in Collision
At North and East Broad
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
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clergy may be solicited for recommendations, the final decision on
future displays would be made by the
council.
In an emotional plea, First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse stated
that, just as Westfield came together
in “one spirit” during the town’s
FestiFall street festival, held shortly
after the September 11 attacks, the
town should accept any gift “with
open arms” and display it in the
proper context.
Councilman Echausse added that,
“It is the right thing to do this year.
We teach our kids to be tolerant and
this is the year to show it.”
Second Ward Councilman Raphael
Betancourt echoed these sentiments,
stating that any court considering a
challenge to the display also would
have to consider the context of the
times, given the events of the past
few months.
“We have to worry about now.
This is a group of people with good
intentions who want to give a gift,”
he said.
While Councilman Goldman
warned the Mayor not to portray the
decision as unanimously approved
by the council, Councilman
Salisbury, who initially urged a formal resolution “for the sake of clarity,” remarked that because the discussion was so worthy and civilized,
forcing the issue to a vote would do
little more than divide the council.
In concluding the discussion, the
Mayor clarified that the crèche will
be accepted based on the majority of
council agreeing to its acceptance
and display “for this year only,” and
that the display of all items at the
North Avenue train station will be
performed with the consultation of
the town attorney.
During the council’s conference
meeting, which followed the special
session, the governing body agreed
to allow planning and parking experts to review a proposal for the
construction of up to three parking
decks in town, as proposed by the
Mayor’s Parking Advisory Committee.
Mayor McDermott and council
members discussed various potential plan modifications, including
reducing the number of spaces; constructing two instead of three decks;
installing a residential buffer if a
Prospect Street/Elm Street deck is
built; commercial development relative to a South Avenue deck, and
accomplishing the work either in a
public/private partnership or without private development.
Mr. Cockren urged the council to
arrive at a consensus regarding planning input so that definite advice can
be rendered. After discussing the
potential modifications and agreeing that the council will receive proposals and “scale back as needed,”
the Mayor remarked, “We’ve got
ideas. Now we need to see how we
can implement them.”
In other business, the Mayor and
council awarded a contract during
the special meeting for a $222,000
curbside collection of recyclable
materials to Central Jersey Waste &
Recycling, Inc.
Collection will begin on Thursday, January 3, 2002 and take place

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A Roselle
woman was injured Sunday
evening when her car was struck
by another vehicle at the intersection of North Avenue and East
Broad Street in Westfield, authorities confirmed.
Ralph E. Dileo, 26, of Garwood,
who was traveling east on North
Avenue, said he looked down while
going through the intersection, and
when he looked up again, he saw
the traffic signal was red and then
struck the other vehicle, according to a police report of the accident.
Mr. Dileo’s 2000 Chevrolet
pickup collided with a 1998

Volkswagen driven by Kendra N.
Mitchell, 22, at 8:40 p.m. The
victim had to be extricated from
her vehicle by Westfield Fire Department personnel, Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department said.
She was then transported by the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
to University Hospital in Newark,
where she was treated for injuries
to her chest, arms and legs.
Both vehicles had to be towed
from the scene, according to the
police report. Mr. Dileo was issued a summons for failure to observe a traffic signal. Ms. Mitchell
was released at 1 a.m. Monday
morning, hospital spokesman
Rogers Ramsey confirmed.

on Thursdays and Fridays. The company, which held the contract this
year, picked up on Fridays in 2001.
The council will take action this
Tuesday, December 18, on a resolution authorizing the town treasurer to
make certain transfers in the 2001
budget accounts due to prior budget
underestimation concerning group
insurance and telephone and public
works costs, among other expenditures.
It was tentatively decided that the
swearing-in ceremonies for new
council members Susan Jacobson and
Kevin Walsh, who will represent the
fourth and third wards, respectively,
and incumbents Mr. Echausse and
Mr. Albano, will take place on Tuesday, January 1, 2002.
The re-organizational meeting,
which has yet to be set, may be held
at the same time or the following
evening.

Planning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Celardo then asked Mr. Preiss
if it was preferable to have just one
developer for the block. Mr. Preiss
replied that it would be more beneficial to have just one developer take
over the full project, but that, in
reality, more than one or even more
than two could be involved.
Resident Alan Ebersole asked if
there was going to be adequate parking for peak times in the downtown
area, which he considered to be
Thursday evenings and Saturdays.
He also wanted to know if the new
residential portion of the plan would
generate a lot more school-age children, thus hiking up taxes.
Mr. Preiss stated that, based on his
experience, he thought there would
be a very small amount of children
coming from the new housing. He
asserted that only the townhouses
were a probable source for families
with children.
Resident Joseph DiRienzo had
many questions for Mr. Preiss, but
wondered mostly about the open
space allotted for front lawns in the
residential portion of the redevelopment plan. Mr. Preiss observed that
the buildings were between five to
10 feet from the property line.
Mr. DiRienzo also stated that he
believed he was told that he could
find the redevelopment plan on the
borough’s Internet site, but did not
see it. Planning Board Chairman
Gregory Cummings commented that
the plan has been on the Web site for
one month.
Resident Pete Torgason asked if
there were any guarantees that the
redevelopment plan would bring to
Fanwood “no adverse financial burdens.”
Mr. Preiss stated that although he
could not give any resident a formal
guarantee, he felt the plan would
“bring a positive cash flow” because
the people it would attract to the new
housing would be those “without
children.”
Fanwood business owner Joe
Ponzio asked the planning board if
any notices were sent to residents
and business owners about the meeting, stating that, “at the last council
meeting, we were promised that we
would receive notices of every meeting regarding this redevelopment
plan.”
Planning Board attorney Robert
Mega stated that the law only requires that residents be notified by
mail about the first meeting. He also
stated that the borough council and
planning board were two autonomous groups and that the planning
board could not be responsible for
promises made by the council.
He did note, however, that all public hearings are posted in the local
newspapers.
Councilman Joel Whitaker, who
serves as governing body Liaison to
the planning board, stated that he
would see to it that residents and
business owners would receive notice for all meetings regarding the
redevelopment plan from now on.
Because of the length of time the
meeting ran, the planning board decided to continue the public hearing
portion of the meeting. It is scheduled
for Monday, December 17, at 8 p.m.

Contract Talks

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Concentrating in personal injury
and malpractice cases.
Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP
Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 232-9944

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

room at School One is going in, while
sites at Terrill and Coles Schools are
being prepared for construction. Additional front parking space has been
added at Terrill School.
Mr. DelSordi noted that the New
Jersey Economic Development Authority signed the appropriate contracts, which will allow the first state
payments to come to the district under
the Educational Facilities & Construction Financing Act approved in 2000.
Mr. DelSordi acknowledged the efforts of Scotch Plains Construction
Official Robert LaCosta for his assistance in obtaining permits and getting
inspectors out to the jobs.
“The town’s been very cooperative,”
said Mr. DelSordi.
In other business, board member
Jessica Simpson noted that policies
regarding the prohibition of smoking
and administering medication will be
addressed at the December 20 meeting.
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Sen. Corzine Seeks to End
Privileges For Lobbyists
WASHINGTON, D.C. – United
States Senator Jon S. Corzine (D-NJ)
recently introduced a resolution barring lobbyists from receiving special
access privileges to Capitol Hill that
would not be available to all American citizens with official business
before the Congress.
Senator Corzine said that tightened security rules governing access
to the Capitol and congressional offices for those with official business
should be the same for all citizens.
“It is important that Americans
have confidence that Congress will
treat all citizens equitably, regardless of whether they are represented
by professional lobbyists,” the senator said. “A fundamental principle of
American democracy is that all citizens are created equal and all should
have access to government leaders.”
The senator, a first-term Democrat
from New Jersey, rejected proposals to

Federal Grant to Fund
Job Center in County
For Airline Workers

give professional lobbyists special
Capitol Hill credentials in light of new
security procedures. Lobbyists are
seeking credentials that would give
them access to the Capitol unavailable
to visiting members of the public and
similar to credentials issued to journalists who report on the government.
The American League of Lobbyists reportedly has asked for access
that would allow lobbyists to enter
the Capitol after normal business
hours, without appointments, and
give them the ability to telephone
lawmakers from the floor of the
House of Representatives or the
United States Senate.
“Giving lobbyists privileged access to congressional offices that is
not available to the general public
would further contribute to the perception that ordinary citizens are
treated unfairly in the legislative process,” Senator Corzine said.

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAR ON TRASH…Cadets from the New Jersey 821st Air Force Junior ROTC
(Reserved Officers Training Corps), headquartered at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, do their part for home defense by volunteering at the Fanwood
Recycling Center last Saturday. In addition, the cadets have raised thousands
of dollars to help the widows and children of the New York Fire Department.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
The Scotch Plains Recreation
Department is sponsoring the following winter classes this year:
Hyper Peppy Robotics, Friday
and Saturday, December 28 and
29, Westfield High School cafeteria.
The cost of this program is $100
for residents and $110 for nonresidents. Children aged 7 through
12 will build their own robots to
take home.
Mommy & Me Classes, open for
babies 6 to 24 months old. Classes
will be held on various days. The
cost is $75 for residents and $80 for
non-residents.
Karate — Session 2, Tuesdays,
for ages 5 to 15. The class will be
offered at different times, at a cost
of $30 for residents and $35 for
non-residents.
Arts & Crafts, for children in
grades 3 through 6, Tuesdays at
various times. The cost is $25 for
residents and $30 for non-residents.
Children’s Bowling Program,
Linden Lanes. A $10 registration
fee is included with this program.
Also, there is a $6 fee to be paid
weekly at the bowling center.
Bumper Bowling is available for
children 5 to 7 years old and regular bowling for youngsters aged 5
to 14 years.
Instrument Workshop, various
classes and instruments will be offered for this program.
Sketching, for fourth through
sixth graders, Fridays, 4 to 5 p.m.,
Brunner Elementary School art
room. The cost is $30 for residents

and for $35 for non-residents.
Senior Aerobics, Town House,
Green Forest Park, Mondays and
Fridays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The cost is $5 for residents and $10
for non-residents.
Gentle Yoga, Mondays and Fridays, 12:45 to 1:45 p.m., Towne
House in Green Forest Park. The
cost is $40 for residents and $45 for
non-residents.
Senior Bowling League, Fridays,
9:30 a.m. at Linden Lanes. There is
a one-time registration fee of $5,
paid at the recreation office. The
cost is $1.70 per game or $5.10 for
three games. Shoes are included.
Shoestring Players, Saturday,
February 9, a workshop that introduces kids to the joy of performing. The program will be offered
from 10 a.m. to noon for children
in grades 3 through 5, and 1 to 3
p.m. for those in grades 6 through
8. Offered at the Town House in
Green Forest Park, the cost is $25
for residents and $30 for nonresidents.
The recreation department’s winter brochure will contain details of
the programs in this week’s column.
Windham, Vt. Ski Trip, for teens
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
March 1 though 3, 2002.
The $375 per-person fee includes
two full days of skiing, lift tickets,
all meals (accept lunch at the lodge),
and lodging. Registration is firstcome, first-served basis with a maximum of 40 persons accepted. Payment must be in full at registration.

Holiday Hours Begin December 13:
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Year End Clearance
Time is running out for 2001 pricing.
Save now on every style, including
all firmnesses and sizes. If you have
been thinking of purchasing
new bedding, now is
the time while you
can still take
advantage of the
current year's prices.

A

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.

240 $119
360 $189

C R Y S TA L

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

310 $169
420 $229
1070 $599
1510 $799

SAPPHIRE

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

490 $259
610 $299
1430 $799
2160 $1199

County is now unemployed. We are
victims of a ripple effect. Since the
11th, there has been a great loss in air
travel and tourism.”
The employment center, named the
Union County Statewide Airport Related (STAR) Opportunity Center, will
offer counseling, skills assessment,
referrals for training, job placement,
and help in filing unemployment insurance claims.
The facility will be funded through a
$3.2 million National Emergency Grant
from the United States Department of
Labor that is available to states experiencing unemployment emergencies

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

“Helping People”

908.233.0920

SAVOY

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

AIRLINE WORKER HELP… A contingent of officials including Elizabeth
Mayor Christian Bollwage, second from left, Congressman Robert Menendez,
center, and Marilyn Shea of the U.S. Department of Labor, celebrate the
opening of an employment center in Elizabeth. The facility was made possible
by a $3.2 million grant to Union County to assist displaced airline workers.

Art
Ammermuller

SAVE 35-50%
BANCROFT

ELIZABETH — In an effort to boost
the local economy, the Union County
Freeholders and state and federal governments will earmark $3.2 million to
create a statewide career center to benefit airline workers and others recently
laid off as a result of the September
11th terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center in lower Manhattan.
Since September, as many as 7,500
people in the airline industry have lost
their jobs, according to the New Jersey
Department of Labor.
At a Monday-morning press conference held in the Union County Administration Building Freeholders’ Meeting Room in Elizabeth, Congressman
Robert Menendez (D-13th) said,
“There has been a surge in unemployment. At least five percent of Union

800 $429
970 $529
2170 $1169
3070 $1649

PLUS SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 25%
on close out 2001 floor samples & stock

The new year is almost here and we need to make room for the latest
fabrics and styles. Right now save an additional 25% on close out 2001
floor samples and stock. Quantities are limited and this special sale
is for a limited time only. So visit today for the best selection and savings.
Shifman. Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07060 • (908)756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973)427-1848
Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5
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related to the September 11th attacks.
The training center will be located in
the Rex Plex recreational facility in
Elizabeth, across from Newark International Airport. IKEA, the furniture
retailer, will donate furnishings for the
center, according to those present at the
press conference.
Union County STAR will draw on
services from a network of other statewide training and employment agencies, including the New Jersey Employment Service, Union County College, and the Air Services Development Office of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey.
“We are creating this center to assist
and empower our residents who need
to find employment due to the tragic
events of September 11th,” said Freeholder Angel Estrada. “Our highest
priority is to help those impacted to get

back to work as soon as possible.”
In addition to unemployed airline
industry personnel, those losing jobs
in the travel, retail, and hospitality industries may also qualify for certain
kinds of assistance.
“We have been reminded how significant an economic driver Newark
International Airport is. It’s not just the
jobs at that airport; it’s all the services,
the restaurants, and the hotels. We have
over 3,000 jobs available today by
employers who need to fill them today,” New Jersey State Labor Commissioner Mark Boyd of Westfield said.
However, those seeking employment
will have to wait at least a month until
construction of the center is completed.
In the meantime, those seeking employment can receive referral assistance at the Retail Skills Training Center or the One-Stop Career Center in
Elizabeth.
In referring to the planned center,
Congressman Menendez remarked,
“It’s much more than a grant. It’s about
people and their lives and their families. Just as we fight for our personal
security at home and abroad, so too
must we fight for our economic security.”
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Westfield Recreation Events

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EMERGENCY RESPONSE…A helicopter prepares to transport a male patient
December 6 from Gumbert Field in Westfield to University Hospital in Newark.
Authorities said the individual, who died the following day, had committed
suicide. Per department policy, police did not release the name of the victim or
other identifying details in order to protect his family’s privacy.

Suliga Bill Aims to Fix Benefit
Gaps for Emergency Workers
TRENTON - The Assembly State
Government Committee has approved legislation that Assemblyman Joseph S. Suliga (D-21st) sponsored to ensure that paid police, fire,
and emergency personnel do not jeopardize their employee benefits when
responding to catastrophes that occur outside the municipalities where
they work.
The legislation plugs a gap in existing state law that became apparent
when hundreds of New Jersey police
officers, firefighters, and emergency
response personnel volunteered in
the rescue efforts following the September 11 terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center.
During the search and rescue response, several cases arose in which
municipal public safety employees
from New Jersey communities became injured, only to discover that
their health insurance plans could
deny payment for medical treatment
because the injuries either occurred
off-duty or in another state.
“Police officers, firefighters, and
other emergency workers who get
injured while responding to an emergency like the September 11 attacks
should be praised, not penalized,”
said Mr. Suliga. “If they get injured
or killed while fulfilling the ultimate
mission of helping humankind, then
their safety net of taxpayer-supported
employee benefits should be in effect in the same manner as if they
were responding to an emergency in
their own communities.”
The legislation, A-3849, would
ensure that injury or death benefits
remain in force for municipal public
safety employees who either serve
on a search and rescue task force that

responds to an emergency in another
state, or respond individually to an
emergency that occurs outside the
territorial jurisdictions where they
are employed. The bill would be
retroactive to September 11.
Currently, municipally employed
police officers, firefighters, and emergency personnel, or their survivors
are entitled to their full share of
salary, pension, worker’s compensation, and other benefits if they are
injured or killed during the official
performance of their duties in the
communities where they are employed or to which they are assigned
in a sanctioned mutual aid response.
“The countless New Jersey public
safety employees who bravely and
swiftly responded to the September 11
crisis should be treated like heroes,”
said Mr. Suliga. “The recent tragedy
educated us about the need to inject a
healthy dose of common sense and
compassion into the rules and regulations affecting employee benefits for
cherished public safety personnel.”
Mr. Suliga said a failure to address
the problem could have a chilling
effect on emergency response efforts, should another terrorism-related catastrophe were to occur.
The bill is sponsored by Mr. Suliga
and Assemblyman Nicholas Asselta
(R-1st), chairman of the Assembly
State Government Committee.
The bill now goes to Assembly
Speaker Jack Collins (R-3rd), who
will decide when and if to post the
measure for a floor vote.
Mr. Suliga will represent the 22nd
Legislative District in the New Jersey State Senate beginning Tuesday,
January 8. The district includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

New Classes to Start Week Of
January 7
Ballet Stretch & Tone, Mondays
and Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m.
This beginner class is based on
various dance exercises at the
barre and floor. No experience is
necessary and the cost is $45 per
person.
Ballet For Kids, Mondays, 3:30
to 4:15 p.m.
This beginning ballet class is for
children aged 7 to 10 years. The
focus is on placement at the barre
and having fun. The cost is $50 per
person.
Kids Club, Tuesdays, 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.
Children and their parents will
participate in sing-a-longs, arts
and crafts, free play, and much
more. Kids Club is geared toward
preschool and kindergarten-aged
children. The cost is $50 one per
child.
Cardio Sculpt & Tone, Mondays
and Wednesdays, 9:30 to 10:15
a.m.
This class is for all adults who
want to get in shape and tone their
body. Moms can bring their infant
(in their infant seat) while they workout. The cost is $40 per person.
Rhythm Social Dancing, Tuesdays Beginning the Week of February 5.
This program will teach participants the Salsa, Swing, Merengue,
Cha-Cha, Hustle and more. The
class will be held from February 5
to March 5 from 8 to 9 p.m. at a
cost of $65 per couple or $40 per
individual.
Arts and Crafts, Tuesdays, 4:30
to 5:15 p.m.
The class offers art instruction
using various forms of media to
create many different projects. The
cost is $30 per person.
Dancercise, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:45 to 7:30 p.m.
This class mixes exercise with
dance steps. The cost is $50 per
person.
Children’s Instrument Workshop,
Offered to Children in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 6.
Piano, strings, and a new orchestra will be offered at a cost of $55.
Events, Tickets, Trips
NJ Devils Discount Tickets.
Tickets are available for the
Friday, December 26, game versus the Pittsburgh Penguins.
Game time is 7:35 p.m. and the
cost is $36.

The Business & Professional Association of Fanwood
wishes to thank the following individuals, merchants
and businesses for their generous contributions
toward the purchase of the Holiday Celebration
wreaths which decorate the Fanwood lamps.

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Show, Thursday, December 6.
Tickets are available for this
evening show. The bus departs at
5:30 p.m. and the cost is $68.
Mad Science Workshop, March
25 to 29.
This special workshop will be
held during the winter Westfield
public schools vacation week from
9 a.m. to noon. The fee is $100.
Teen Programs.
Teen Center, Friday Nights, 8
p.m. to Midnight.
This program, held in the community room of the municipal
building on East Broad Street, features music, movies, pool tables,
video games, ping-pong, foosball,
air hockey, a big screen TV, refreshments, a lounge area and special events.
Night Place, offered monthly to
all Westfield intermediate school
youths, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Activities for Night Place include disc jockey, food, games,
movies and dancing. The cost is $2
in advance and $3 at the door.
Upcoming dates include January
25, February 15, March 22, and
May 17.

CHRISTMAS HARMONY…The “Escape” entertained people with perfect
harmonizing of Christmas songs in downtown Westfield stores this past Saturday. Pictured above in The Westfield Leader office, left to right, are Michelle
Metallo, Swan Schuman, Janell Paviolitis and Georgette Chrystal.

Jim Hely

INJURY CASES

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000

Make Your List

Check it Twice
Santa’s Coming to the
Town Bank of Westfield
December 15, 2001 • 10:00am to 12:00 noon

Get your FREE photo
FREE Candy Canes!
with Santa, while
Holiday Fun!
supplies last.

520 S outh A venue
Westfield, N J 0 7090
Phone: 9 08-301-0800
www.townbank.com
I N S U R E D

Bullfrogs & Butterflies
China Moon
Clayton S. Pierce & Co.
Coastal Fanwood Tire & Auto
Commerce Bank of Fanwood
Crown Jewels
DiFrancesco Realty
Dunkin' Donuts
Enchantments
Family Investors
Fanwood Bagels & Deli
Fanwood Clipper
Fanwood Corner Store
Fanwood Laundromat
Fanwood Nail
First Savings Bank
Florida Fruit Shoppe
Golden Hanger Cleaners
Independence Bank & Foundation
Irma's Hallmark
Jeffrey J. Rea, Esq.
The Wonder Years Academy
Fanwood Getty
Fanwood Cleaners
Laser Design, Inc.
South Street Cafe
Lemon Tree
Suburban Professional Dental
Livingston - Wilbor Corp.
The Chelsea
Lock Snips
The Friedrichs Family
Mary Ellen's Sweet Soap
Try-Cob of Fanwood
Masters In Printing (MIP)
United Trust Bank
Memorial Funeral Home
Unity Bank
Mukherji Consulting
US Postal Service
Scotchwood Florist
Walter Gilbert House
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Development of Second-Floor Apartments
A Big Plus for Success of Downtown S. Plains
The Scotch Plains Planning Board made the right
decision last month when it approved a subdivision
application by a downtown property owner that
allows the construction of second-story apartments
above a row of stores on Park Avenue.
For the past several years, there has been a real and
concerted effort by the township government and the
local business association, composed mainly of downtown business owners, to upgrade the central business district, which has sometimes been perceived as
taking a back seat to downtowns in neighboring
Westfield and Cranford and suffering from competition from area shopping malls.
Construction of second-floor apartments on Park
Avenue can only give a further boost to local revitalization efforts.
Recently, there have been a number of improvements, mostly aesthetic, made to downtown Scotch
Plains, including the installation of new lighting,
benches and trash receptacles; the construction of
second-story apartments above stores on East Second Street; and the creeping progress towards the

eventual sale and retail-commercial development of
the hedge property next to the municipal building.
There are also plans to install brick pavers in the
crosswalks in the downtown area.
For years, the talk in Scotch Plains has been about
how to get more people to spend more time in the
business district. Having people live in the downtown area would almost automatically mean additional pedestrian traffic frequenting local businesses.
And, it appears that the concerns raised by some
about additional traffic and parking problems as a
result of 10 new apartments were adequately addressed by the property owner, an engineer and an
architect. And, from a simply aesthetic viewpoint,
second-floor apartments on Park Avenue would improve the area’s appearance. Take a look at other
downtowns with second- and third-story apartments
and see how much better those neighborhoods look.
We support the planning board’s decision, and urge
the local government and business community to
work on making further progress, especially as it
concerns the sale of the hedge property.

PTA Calls For Holiday Help
For SP-F Sept. 11 Families
Two months have passed since the
tragic events of September 11 touched
the lives of people around the world and
right here in our own Scotch PlainsFanwood community. The approaching
holiday season will be more difficult for
our families that have lost their loved
ones.
As you may be aware, two current and
one former resident of Scotch Plains lost
their lives at the World Trade Center.
Perhaps you knew them personally, or
you know their families.
Matt Horning attended local public
schools (McGinn through SPFHS). His
parents still live in town, although he
had moved to Clark and was engaged to
be married.
Martin Rothenberg was an active
member in his synagogue and the community. He was married and had grown
children.
Jim Walsh was a young father who
left behind a two-year-old daughter,
Lauren, and his wife Kate, who is expecting their second child in March.
The School One PTA Executive Board
felt it was important to acknowledge the
loss of these individuals and let their
families know that our community cares.
With this letter, we ask for your help
because our neighbors are in need.
Following the families’ requests, we
would like to make modest donations to
the Matt Horning Scholarship Fund,
which would aid one of our high school
students; and also to a community organization that was meaningful to the
Rothenberg family. The balance of the
donations would help the Walsh family
meet their pressing financial obligations.
Besides struggling with Jim’s death, this
growing young family doesn’t have sufficient income to keep up with basic
needs such as housing. Their only direct
financial relief to date has been from the
school community.
Between now and December 20, our
PTA will accept monetary donations.
Please make checks payable to School

One PTA and mail to:
SCHOOL ONE PTA
Willow Avenue
Scotch Plains NJ 07076
Attn: PTA WTC Victims Fund
Any gift certificates to local merchants for food or services (e.g., A&P,
CVS, Sears) should be in the name of
Kate Walsh.
The PTA Executive Board unanimously agreed to donate $250.00 to begin this collection. Our community has
repeatedly demonstrated its generous
spirit to our neighbors in time of great
need. Whatever you can donate will be
greatly appreciated, and received in time
to help with the approaching family holiday season.
For questions, please contact Kathy
Shelus (322-4931), Liz Murad (3228317), Jerilyn Campbell (322-8327), Viv
Del Prete (322-6912) or Melinda Roberts (322-3322).
School One PTA Executive Board
Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Westfield Has Room for Symbols
For Both Religions In Our Town
In watching last week’s Westfield
Town Council meeting, I was disturbed
to hear supporters of placing a menorah
on town property attack symbols of
Christmas in trying to make their point.
Just as the menorah is a symbol of Jewish faith and culture, the Christmas tree
and wreaths are symbols of the Christmas spirit. To hear talk of wreaths on
town lampposts being “prejudicial” or
of replacing them with sterile, politically-correct snowflakes is absurd.
Christmas wreaths mean a great deal
to a great many people in Westfield.
While I support a menorah display in
Westfield, I don’t support the strategy
that some would use to pit two religions
against one another. Surely, there is room

Republicans Will Be Equal
Partners In 20-20 Senate
By JOHN O. BENNETT

Recently, I came across a quotation
that struck me as having unbelievable
relevance with regard to our newlyelected New Jersey State Senate. It’s
titled “The Essence Of A New Day” —
by author unknown.
“This is the beginning of a new day.
You have been given this day to use as
you will. You can waste it or use it for
good. What you do today is important
because you are exchanging a day of
your life for it. When tomorrow comes,
this day will be gone forever; in its place
is something that you have left behind...let
it be something good.”
On November 6, voters throughout
New Jersey elected an equal number of
Republicans and Democrats to our 40member Senate — marking the dawning
of a new era in our state’s political
system. This new balance of power between opposing parties in the Senate
provides us with a new definition in our
efforts to attain common goals.
I am fully confident that we are embarking on a period that will one day be
described as one of unprecedented cooperation.
The New Jersey State Senate’s “20/20
Vision” affords us a tremendous opportunity to work together, in a bipartisan
fashion, to address the tough issues of
today while confronting new challenges
in the future.
Over the next few months, and even
years, New Jersey — along with the rest
of the country — will be redefining its
priorities. From homeland security to
statewide economic stability to improving education, there is no doubt that we
have our work cut out for us.
But make no mistake, I believe the
Senate’s “20/20 Vision” gives us the unique
ability to embrace the needs of the people
while providing the necessary bipartisan

for both in our town and we don’t need to
sacrifice the symbols of one religion for
the benefit of another.
Keeping the “Christ” in Christmas
may well belong in our homes and
churches, but keeping the spirit of Christmas alive in Westfield with decorative
wreaths, as well as the spirit of Hanukah
with a menorah display, is fitting and
proper in a town that is inclusive and
respectful of other’s beliefs. Let’s not
sacrifice those beliefs that we hold sacred on the alter of political correctness,
but rather embrace them as well as our
symbols. I wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy Hanukah.
Philip A. Leary
Westfield

leadership to overcome any obstacle.
The members of the Senate have proven
before that this can be done. It was just
over two months ago that all of us came
together — not as Democrats or Republicans — but as Americans, and passed the
September 11th Terrorism Response
Package. These recent events show that
we can and must unite to produce efficient and effective government.
While our equally divided Senate will
be the first in New Jersey’s history books,
other states across the country have been
dealing with deadlocked Legislatures for
years. From Maine to Arizona to the state
of Washington, leaders from both parties
have come to the table and worked out
acceptable power-sharing agreements in
order to move forward with the business
of the people.
As the elected leader of the 20-member Republican caucus, I can promise
you that the Republicans are 100 percent
united behind becoming equal partners
in developing legislation that represents
the true interests of the people throughout New Jersey.
The residents of our state deserve
nothing less.
That is why I am committed to maintaining a positive dialogue with Senate Democrat Leader Dick Codey on the direction of
our State Senate. I am confident that working together, we can and will be able to rise
above “politics as usual” and incorporate a
“20/20 Vision” that represents the best our
state government has to offer.
Tomorrow will come and bring with it
the essence of a new day. It is my hope
that when tomorrow comes the New
Jersey State Senate will have left behind
something good.
* * * * *
John O. Bennett, currently the Majority Leader in the State Senate, will serve
as Senate Republican Leader in 2002.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Serry – To crowd; to press together
2. Mattoid – A person of unbalanced
mind verging on insanity
3. Pancratic – Excelling in gymnastics; very strong
4. Hypobulia – Deficiency of will
power
TELARIAN
The treasurer of a monastery
A web-spinning spider
A clairvoyant
The European falcon
SAGINATION
1. Feeling relaxed
2. Experimental adjustment
3. Somewhat intoxicated
4. The state of being flattened
DECUSSATE
1. To divide crosswise in the form of
an “X”
2. To sever; cut off relationship
3. To deride; ridicule
4. To banish or deport
GRIMALKIN
1. An ogre or troll
2. Stern; rigid
3. An old female cat or malicious old
woman
4. A diamond cutter or a person who
prepares precious stones
1.
2.
3.
4.

Letters to the Editor
Correction
The headline assigned to the
column by Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott in the December
6 edition of The Westfield Leader
and The Times should have read
“Public-Private Partnership Key to
Panel’s Parking Plan.”

Westfielder Questions Expansion
Of Temple Emanu-El Property
Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott and the Westfield Town
Council concerning the potential expansion of Temple Emanu-El property.
* * * * *
As reported in The Westfield Leader
article of October 11, 2001, the Temple
Emanu-El is currently in negotiations
to purchase the property at 750 East
Broad Street for expansion purposes.
The potential uses include a parking
lot, in the near term, but we have heard
that a member of the Temple leadership
has already discussed (at a recent congregation meeting) placing another
building on this lot.
We live directly behind this property
at 751 Fairacres Avenue. For all of the
reasons listed below, we strongly oppose this potential expansion.
The circumstances of the developer’s
potential sale to the Temple are highly
questionable. As reported in the Leader
article, the Temple is negotiating to
purchase this property from the real
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estate developer, Mr. Mahoney, for
“considerably more” than the developer paid to Mr. Thorne, the prior owner.
Mr. Thorne’s son (as confirmed by
his attorney) stated that Mr. Thorne
sold the property to Mr. Mahoney with
the understanding that it would be used
only for residential purposes. The
Temple has confirmed that Mr. Thorne
rejected various offers by the Temple to
purchase this property. This potential
expansion clearly contradicts Mr.
Thorne’s intent and his efforts to preserve the character of his neighborhood
for his neighbors.
The character of our neighborhood
and our quality of life will be seriously
impacted by this potential expansion.
The 750 East Broad property is zoned
for single-family homes (RS 12).
A bad traffic problem already exists
on East Broad Street. While the Temple
will represent that it is seeking to alleviate parking issues (created by prior
expansions), this parking lot will only
draw more people to East Broad Street
and encourage increased use of Temple
facilities, further exacerbating the traffic conditions. And, if the Temple intends to place another building on this
property in the future, the alleged alleviation of parking issues will be shortlived.
There is already inadequate buffering as well as lighting and drainage
issues for the properties surrounding
the Temple. As noted below, these issues have existed for a long period of
time and have largely been ignored by
the Temple and the town. The residents
around the Temple have the right to the
quiet enjoyment of their properties and
this potential expansion will seriously
impair this right.
The proposed expansion will have a
significant impact on the economic values of the properties in our neighborhood. To date, these considerations have
taken a “back seat” to the development
needs of the Temple. Placing a large
expansion or parking lot on this property will clearly reduce the value of the
homes in this area as many of our backyards would “look out” on this large
concrete expanse.
Finally, many residents have significant concerns and objections to this
potential expansion in large part due
the fact that the Temple has not been a
good neighbor to date. The Temple has
yet to comply with the many of the
“good neighbor” conditions (lighting,
drainage, buffering) required by the
town prior to its approval of the
Temple’s second-floor addition – which
already is open for activity. This is not
a new pattern. A review of the meeting
minutes of the town’s planning board
will demonstrate that the residents have
complained about similar issues for
years to little avail.
We chose to reside in Westfield because we value our home and thought
that the Town of Westfield valued the
character of its neighborhoods and
would intervene to prevent their deterioration. As our elected officials, we
expect that you will give this matter
serious consideration and take the necessary actions to protect our interests.
Peter and Elizabeth Jacobello
Westfield

More Letters
on Page 5
See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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How Could Plan for Town Arts Center
Go Far Without Input From Residents?
Our family resides on Walnut Street
and just recently became aware of a
“plan” to convert part of the Board of
Education building into a 300-plus
seat Cultural Arts Center for weekly
nighttime performances.
An informal meeting with some
neighbors concluded the following:
Under no circumstances do we
want a 300-plus seat Cultural Arts
Center at the end of our street.
To date, e-mails to the town council have been fruitless. The few answers we have gotten to questions
regarding the status and maturity of
the plan have been vague and often
contradictory.
We are also dismayed with the
apparent covert nature of the plan;
i.e. the “plan” seems to have been in
development for over three years.
Planning meetings are held by invitation only at a private country
club.
The board of education is also

reportedly in possession of architectural plans.
Walnut Street is a residential area
that sees more than its share of activity throughout the week; day & night.
A 300-plus seat arts center with
weekly nighttime performances will
have a significant impact on this
area.
Why is an influential group of
wealthy people apparently determining what’s good for Westfield and
where facilities will be located?
How could a “plan” that affects so
many residents have gotten this far
without any input from the residents
most directly affected?
Have any taxpayer dollars been
used to develop or evaluate any part
of this “plan”?
Any help in providing us with some
accurate and believable information
would be most appreciated.
Harold & Roseann Schliesske
Westfield

Westfield Neighbors Form UNITE
To Oppose Broad St. Development
Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to the Mayor of Westfield and
Town Council.
* * * * *
I am writing this letter to advise you of
my opposition to the sale of the former
Thorn property at 750 East Broad Street
to the Temple. I am a member of a group
of residents called UNITE, United Neighbors Investigating Temple Expansion.
First it should be realized and noted,
that Mr. Thorn sold his property to Mr.
Mahoney with the understanding that it
shall remain residential. Mr. Mahoney
should be made to uphold this agreement and not be allowed to sell the
property to the Temple.
Second, the purchase of the property
cannot be allowed for other reasons as
well. After the recent Temple expansion, evening activities make it appear
that we have a new mall on East Broad.
This adversely affects the character of
our neighborhood, front and rear of the
Temple. Further expansion will only
make this worse.
Are these evening activities religious?
It appears not. Can inquiries be made?
The number of nighttime activities has
increased greatly since the completion
of the building expansion. These activities have decreased the quality of life of
the surrounding neighborhood.
If the sale to the Temple is allowed to
proceed, it means additional tax loss to the
town. Therefore forcing Westfield residents to make up the difference. Note that
this does not affect the majority of the
Temple’s congregation, since most of them
do not reside in our town. The further
Temple expansion or parking lot would
not affect their neighborhoods either.

A parking lot has additional problems
associated with it. The environment shall
be adversely affected because of 1) Air
pollution from concentrated auto exhaust.
2) Water drainage becomes a problem
due to the high water table in the area. 3)
Further loss of established trees and foliage would also affect water absorption
and air quality. 4) The Thorn property can
only accommodate, I estimate, 120 cars.
This amount will not alleviate the
neighborhood’s parking problem. It will
only allow 120 congregation families to
park closer to the Temple, to the further
detriment of our neighborhood.
The Temple’s record as a good neighbor has not been the best to say the least.
The disposal of garbage into left-open
dumpsters adjacent to neighbor’s property has caused environmental problems
as well as the ire of those affected.
Caterers work into the wee hours cleaning up and loading trucks. The Temple
has not completed the town’s requirements for curbing to aid drainage, lighting, nor have they replaced barrier/
screening trees that have died.
The Temple sale cannot be allowed
because of what it would do to neighborhood property values.
In addition to the above, I ask that you
review The Westfield Leader article of
October 11, 2001, Mr. Jim Hay’s letter
to The Leader published November 29
and mine, published December 6, as
well as any other correspondence and
publications you may have received.
Protect our neighborhood and enforce
the requirements of the Temple, already
on record.
Robert Kley
Westfield

Town Education Fund Thanks Public
For Supporting First Holiday Stroll
The Education Fund of Westfield
Board of Directors would like to thank
the community and local businesses for
their support of the First Annual
Westfield Holiday Stroll. This unique
event was a cooperative effort of the
Education Fund, local merchants and
the Downtown Westfield Corporation.
The stores participating in the event
agreed to stay open on Sunday evening
from 6 to 10 p.m. and donated a percentage of their sales to the Education Fund.
Several stores also provided refreshments during the evening.
The Westfield High School Marching
Band, the Westfield Choraleers, the
Roosevelt Intermediate School Sharps
and Flats and the Little Opera Company
of New Jersey provided entertainment.
Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, Executive
Director of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, played his alphorn and the

Downtown Westfield Corporation provided the Watson Highlander Bagpipers.
We extend our appreciation to the
public that came out to shop and made
this a very successful evening. The reaction to the Holiday Stroll was enthusiastic and we expect this to continue as an
annual part of the holiday activities in
town.
The Education Fund of Westfield was
established to provide additional funding for programs and projects outside of
the public school district’s operational
budget. This was a wonderful opportunity for local residents and businesses to
support the efforts of The Education
Fund and enhance the education of our
students.
Darielle Walsh
President
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More Letters to the Editor

SPFEA, Not BOE Is Accountable
For Disenfranchising Local Teachers
Regarding the ongoing contract negotiations with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association,
I wish to offer my thanks for its determination to arrive at a fair and realistic
contract settlement.
Via Channel 34, I heard the teachers’
remarks given at a recent board meeting
and, unlike them, stayed through the meeting to hear how the board would respond.
As suggested, I did go to the Scotch
Plains Library to read the contract terms
for myself. Incidentally, there was no
copy of the current contract, only a copy
of the contract that expired (in 1998).
I left the library muttering, I love publishing books; I’ve been in publishing for
over 15 years. But given the bald terms of
the contract, I had to remind myself.
Approximately 13 years ago, I was well
on my way to becoming a teacher through
the alternative route program.
And if I had followed through then to
become an elementary school teacher now,
I’d be making many, many thousand dollars more than I do, if I were employed by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district.
I do not begrudge the salary difference. I am glad that a brand new, B. A.degreed, college graduate started at 34K
in 1998. I trust it’s higher now.
I have thought about the typical teaching day in an elementary class: the challenge of being a non-stop motivator and
nurturer to 20 to 25 individuals of different abilities and sensitivities; the fact that
a teacher is locked into a classroom for
hours at a time and more, locked into predetermined proficiencies and programs.
I thought I could handle all this. The
clincher, for me, was the fact that success
would not be totally within my hands. As
an editor, my success is judged on the

completion of certain parameters, which
are within my control for the most part.
However, a teacher is judged by the success of his or her students, whose parameters are not all within a teacher’s grasp.
When I heard the opinion expressed
on TV-34 that teachers deserve respect,
I had to agree wholeheartedly. I greatly
respect the sheer bravery of resting one’s
professional reputation on something so
fragile, and the commitment necessary
to do that. Initially, a teacher, if nothing
else, is brave. But bravery will only go
so far, and dedication will burn out.
However, their union’s willingness to
appreciate teachers seems to be a different story. In not accepting current economic realities, the union callously disregards the probable financial effects
and risks the vitality of the community
to promote the materialistic advancement of not just its constituency, but of
the union itself. In essence, the union is
divorcing teachers from the community.
I do not understand how the board of
education has been blamed for this disenfranchisement; I hold the union accountable.
I believe teachers, as individuals, are
concerned about the welfare of the community. But they also pay dues to an
organization that promotes tenure. I can
think of no other profession in which
those who also profess a desire for excellence so indelibly protect the bad. Furthermore, the union is a closed shop in
our district, discouraging the inclusion
of independent thinkers.
I suspect the union inaccurately represents its membership. I hope reality will
sink in, and sink in soon.
Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains Reader Is Puzzled
By BOE Reporting In The Times
I am puzzled by two items in your recent
article on the current impasse between the
Board of Education and the SPFEA (“Union
and Board Trade Barbs Again As Talks on
New Contract Continue,” Thursday, November 29, 2001). Your reporter begins
her article by stating that, “Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association delivered their diatribes before the
Board of Education.” What puzzles me is
the reporter’s peculiar choice of the word
“diatribe” to describe the teachers’ remarks.
My dictionary (Webster’s New Collegiate) lists three meanings for “diatribe”:
(i) a prolonged discourse (archaic); (ii) a
bitter and abusive speech or writing; and
(iii) ironical or satirical criticism. But
nothing in the brief two quotations cited
by the reporter strikes me in any way as
prolonged, bitter, abusive, ironical, or
satirical.
Is this my subjective opinion? You bet
it is. But so is the reporter’s decision to
use a loaded term like “diatribe,” which
clearly belongs on the editorial page or
in an opinion piece, and not in a news
article purporting to be an objective and
accurate account of events.

The second item that puzzles me is the
comment made by one board member
(and echoed by another) to the effect that
the teachers are solely to blame for the
negotiation difficulties because, “The only
consistent thing in negotiations between
the board and the staff is the staff.”
Now this is a strange comment. I’ve
“only” been a resident of Scotch Plains
for 32 years. However, in that “brief”
time, I’ve seen many teachers come and
go. At the risk of revealing my age, I
confess that not too many of my own
teachers remain in the school system.
What I do find relatively constant in
the board’s attitude (though there have
been some notable exceptions to this) is
the tone of hostility toward teachers
evident, for example, in the public comments of these very same two board
members during the last round of prolonged contractual negotiations. These
remarks are a matter of record.
I think our teachers deserve better,
both from the current board and from
this newspaper.
Dr. Joseph M. Felser
Scotch Plains

No Question Goes Unanswered
For Milt Faith Column Readers
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
These are the remaining questions
from this past year, which need to be
answered. All names, as always, are
disguised.
To “Gail” who finds that many of her
friends are critical of her because of her
interest in art, music and poetry whereas
they are interested in dating as many
men as possible: We are all different
(thank goodness) and we should respect
this. Talk to your friends about your
hurt and angry feelings. If it brings
about change, good. If not, remember
this: “Only stay with people who make
you feel good.”
To “Karen” who has found the
strength to leave her husband who refuses to stop gambling, refuses to see
this as a destructive, compulsive addiction and will not join GA (Gambler’s
Anonymous): I would no longer try to
persuade your husband to get help; he
seems to become abusive and withdraws. Since you will be able to stay
with your parents, take advantage of
their generosity and get a lawyer as
soon as possible. Don’t let your husband drag you down with him. Remember: “A gambler not only will lose
what he has, but will lose what he
doesn’t have.”
To “Mike” who has some anxiety
about attending his 30th high school
reunion: It is very understandable to
feel this way. How will people greet
us? Will anyone make comments about
appearance, weight, hair loss, etc.?
Will you be checked out as a success or
failure in business, life? Etc. To feel
more comfortable, try to remember
that everyone is in the same boat. Walk
in with no regrets, with no definitiveness. Acknowledge people by recalling the good old days, the shared school
experiences, smile, ask how others are,
tell them of your life experiences without being long-winded, avoid personal
trait comments pertaining to weight,
etc. be respectful and then smile again.
Enjoy this as another experience in our
“passages” in life, which helps us to
remember a moment in time - which

enables us to go on.
To “Min” who has a difficult time
with her 5-year-old daughter who uses
curse words and becomes too angry
when frustrated: I recommend you get
your act together while, at the same
time, disciplining your child. You write
that you and your husband argue frequently and use fowl language. This
occurs when your daughter is in bed.
Trust me, she is aware of the hostilities
and is reflecting this in her behavior.
Stop the blatant bickering and get professional help. Your daughter is aware
of the situation and is repeating what
she experiences. Talk to her, tell her
that mommy and daddy will not argue
and will get some help and discipline
her when appropriate - no TV for the
evening, staying in her room, etc. Her
feelings of security, her view of healthy
relationships will increase as the two of
you resolve your issues. Remember:
“Your children are the people you’re
learning to become the parent of by
practicing on.”
To “Andrea” who finally has found
happiness after several failed marriages:
I am glad that therapy has helped you
sort out your co-dependent issues in
which you involved yourself in relationships, no matter how bad, because
of your strong need to be accepted,
needed and loved. Instead of withdrawing and isolating yourself, you resolved
your issues relating to fear of emotional
intimacy, and you are now involved in a
mutually loving relationship. Yes, I do
want to share your “philosophy” with
my readers:
If you have not loved, you have lost.
If you have not cared, you have not
lived.
And finally to “Bob” and “Marie”
who wonder if Teletubbies can be harmful to a young child: I’ve watched
Teletubbies on TV again and again with
my granddaughter, Zoe. She enjoys it;
its colorful and teaches lessons of cooperation and simple, acceptable values, I
see no harm in it. (But to an adult like
me: Boring!).

County to Sponsor Skate
With Santa At Warinanco
AREA – The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will sponsor a visit
with Santa Claus at the Warinanco Skating Center on Saturday, December 15 and
Sunday, December 16, from 1 to 3 p.m.
“I understand he loves to ice skate and
is looking forward to spending the afternoon on the ice,” said Freeholder

Alexander Mirabella.
The Warinanco Skating Center is located off either St. Georges Avenue or
Thompson Avenue, on the border of
Elizabeth and Roselle.
Regular admission fees will apply.
Skate rentals are available. For further
information, please call (908) 298-7850.

PERSONAL INJURY
PERSONAL ATTENTION
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Assemblyman Munoz Urges
Rapid Mass Response Plan
For Smallpox Bioterrorism
TRENTON — While New Jersey
health officials are focusing on the anthrax attacks, the state is overlooking a
much more serious bioterrorism threat –
a smallpox attack - says Dr. Eric Munoz
of Summit, a New Jersey Assemblyman
(R-21st) and a trauma surgeon at the
University of Medicine and Dentistry in
Newark.
Dr. Munoz is calling on Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco and Governor-Elect James McGreevey to immediately implement a statewide Rapid
Mass Smallpox Immunization Response
Plan.
“The state can’t afford to wait until
the new governor takes office to begin
seriously addressing the need for a smallpox response plan,” said Dr. Munoz.
“Terrorists aren’t going to wait for us to
be ready with a smallpox plan before
they attack.”
The assemblyman said he is contacting the offices of United Senators Robert Torricelli and Jon Corzine and the
New Jersey Congressional delegation to
seek their help in getting federal support
for New Jersey’s smallpox response plan.
“Every month that goes by without a
fully developed response plan means we
are a step closer to an epidemic that

could potentially kill hundreds of thousands if not millions of people in this
state,” added the Assemblyman.
Dr. Munoz noted that most people
under 30 have no immunity to smallpox
because immunizations against the disease stopped in 1972.
Many older Americans who were vaccinated for smallpox may have only
limited immunity against the virulent
infection.
Should there be an outbreak of smallpox in New Jersey it would be only a
matter of weeks before the state’s health
care services would be overwhelmed,
predicted Dr. Munoz, who works at one
of the busiest inner city hospitals in east.
“Dr. Munoz and I work in a very busy
inner-city hospital and we see how our
resources are already stretched to the
near breaking point. I can’t imagine the
chaos that would result if hundreds or
thousands of people started showing up
with signs of smallpox,” said Dr. Drew
Harris, President of the New Jersey Public Health Association.
“I’m not trying to panic anyone, but I
am trying to send a wake up call to the
federal and state officials that we can’t
ignore a smallpox threat,” added Dr.
Munoz.

856 Mountain Ave., Mountainside, NJ 07092
(908) 232-0402 Fax: (908) 232-6594
www.jmmkt.com
Prices Effective thru Sat., Dec. 16
FRESH MEAT

American Spring Loin
Lamb Chops
$ 99
6 lb.
Italian Sausage
Sweet or Hot
$ 99
1 lb.
Frank’s Famous
Fresh Ground Chuck
3 lb. / $599

SEAFOOD

New England
Swordfish Steaks
$ 98
9 lb.

Large Cleaned
Raw Shrimp
$
1098 lb.

DELI-APPETIZERS

PRODUCE

Thumann’s
German Bologna
$ 49
2 lb.

MacIntosh
McCoon & Empire
Apples
$
.79 per lb.

Our Own
Italian Style Meatballs
$ 99
3 lb.
Store Made Meat Loaf
$ 99
3 lb.

Florida
Green Peppers
$
.59 per lb.

For:
· Criminal Defense - Federal, State & Municipal
· Complex Civil Litigation
· DWI and All Other Motor Vehicle Violations

Call

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908 301-9001
Fax: 908 301-9008
STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

FRANCIS M. SMITH
THE ONLY ATTORNEY
INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“24 Years of Experience Settling
Significant Injury and Accident Cases.”
Call For a Free Consultation

“No Fee Unless Money is Collected.”
2281 South Ave., Scotch Plains
(908) 233-5800

CLEARANCE!

FROM $350

FREE PHONE with case,
car charger & headset on a
new activation

Cellular Signal Plus
132 E. Broad St. • Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: 908.789.5302 Fax: 908.789.5094

Visit Our Website @

www.cellsig.com

We’re Now Open On Sundays, 12pm - 4pm
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri., 9am - 6pm
Thurs., 9am - 8pm • Sat., 10am - 6pm

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Open:: Monday thru Friday, 9 - 8:30
Saturday, 9 -6 & Sunday, 11 - 4
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Miller-Cory Museum Plans
‘Holiday at Elizabethtown’
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, December 16, from 3 to 6 p.m., the
Miller-Cory House Museum will feature “A Holiday Gathering at
Elizabethtown.”
Visitors to the candlelit home, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, will be greeted by elegantly-dressed volunteers who will
chat as attendees proceed from room
to room.
The event will recall the year 1740,
when Elizabethtown, then the capital of New Jersey, was a very active
and social seaport city. The mode of
dress of the city dwellers was entirely different from the simple attire
of farmers living in the West Fields

of Elizabethtown, as was their social
activities.
Refreshments will be served to
visitors at the house and the Frazee
building.
The Colonial gift shop features
many reproductions, cookbooks,
teas, crafts and educational materials.
For information on upcoming activities or volunteer opportunities,
please call (908) 232-1776. Admission to the museum is $2 for adults,
50 cents for students and free for
children under age 6.
The museum will be closed for the
holiday season and will reopen on
Sunday, January 13, at 2 p.m.

Kiwanis Luminary Sale
To Honor Tragedy Victims

Miss Lauren Helen Folger
Marries Michael Lessig
Miss Lauren Helen Folger, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William F.
Folger, Jr. of Hawthorne, formerly of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
July 7, to Michael Lessig. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Lessig of
Fleetwood, Pa., formerly of Reading, Pa.
The grandparents of the bride are
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Folger, Sr.,
of Bayonne.
The couple was wed in a nuptial
Mass at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains, with the Reverend Robert
Kunze officiating. A reception followed at The Westwood in Garwood.
Escorted down the aisle by her
father, the bride had her sister, Miss
Suzanne Folger of Hawthorne, as her
maid of honor. The bridesmaids included Miss Melissa Lessig of
Fleetwood, Pa., the sister of the bridegroom, along with Miss Maggie
Demcsak and Miss Elizabeth
Demcsak, both cousins of the bride
from Cranford.
Brian Farrell of Hillsborough, a
friend of the bridegroom, was the

best man. Serving as ushers were
William F. Folger, 3rd, of Bristol,
Conn., the brother of the bride; Marc
Hart of Hickory, N.C., a cousin of the
bridegroom, and Robert Hubert of
Allentwown, Pa., a friend of the bridegroom.
The bride graduated from Westfield
High School in 1993 and from the
University of Scranton in Scranton,
Pa., in 1997. She is employed as a
second-grade teacher at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield.
A 1993 graduate of Central Catholic High School in Reading, Pa., the
bridegroom also graduated from the
University of Scranton in 1997. He is
employed as a Financial Associate
by Fleet Bank in Princeton.
A rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom at
Brianna’s Restaurant in Scotch
Plains. Bridal showers were given by
the maid of honor at B.G. Fields
Restaurant in Westfield and by Mrs.
Robert Wright in Reading, Pa.
Following a wedding trip to St.
Lucia, the couple resides in Scotch
Plains.

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JAN. 7

S
ASSE
L
C
4
2"
K
WEE
PER 1988
E
SINC

Hatha & Ashtanga
YOGA (all levels)
Back, breathing &
rejuvenative classes
Yoga for kids (8 to 12)

OPEN HOUSE DAYS
Saturday Dec. 15 from 1 to 4 p.m. Thursday Jan.3 from 2 to 5 p.m.
Saturday Jan.5 from 1 to 4 p.m. Monday Jan.7 from 4 to 7 p.m.

The Arrival of

Call for a brochure or visit our website

Charles Ruiz

NICOLES YOGA CENTER, LLC

Formerly the renowned senior hair stylist for the fashionable Jacques Dessange Group of Paris, Washington,
D.C. and New York City, Ruiz brings his international
and creative techniques to Central New Jersey.

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

Victor Passucci Proprietor Of VP Salon
in Westfield announces

December 24, between 9 a.m. and
noon.
The cost of the candle, bag and
sand, which completes one luminary
set, is 35 cents altogether.
As always, all proceeds collected
by the Kiwanis Club will be used for
the organization’s charitable endeavors, such as scholarships for local
students; CONTACT We Care; the
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield libraries and the 9/11 Fund.

TRIP TO THE MALL…Brownie Troop Nos. 52 and 289 recently traveled to
Menlo Park mall to visit the Limited Too store, where they learned about the retail
business. They also were able to select an outfit and be part of a fashion show. The
trip was part of the “Careers” Try-it badge on which the girls are working.

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL LESSIG
(She is the former Miss Lauren Helen Folger)

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club has
announced its sale of luminary
candles for the holidays, which will
once again be distributed from the
Fanwood Municipal Garage.
This year featuring the theme “Remember the Victims of September
11 and Operation Enduring Freedom,” the sale will be held on Saturdays, December 15 and 22, between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., and on Monday,

MR. AND MRS. GREGORY JAMES RHODES
(She is the former Miss Ashley Hewitt Donecker)

Miss Ashley Hewitt Donecker
Weds Gregory James Rhodes
Miss Ashley Hewitt Donecker, the
daughter of Paul and Leigh Donecker
of Lewisburg, Pa., was married on
Saturday, July 14, to Gregory James
Rhodes. He is the son of David and
Nancy Rhodes of Westfield.
The candlelight wedding, with a
double ring ceremony, took place at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in
Lewisburg. Officiating at the nuptials was the Right Reverend Michael
W. Creighton, Bishop of the Diocese
of Central Pennsylvania, assisted by
the Reverend Lynn Carter-Edmands.
A reception followed at the
Lewisburg Hotel in Lewisburg.
Given in marriage by her parents,
the bride chose Miss Leah Polhemus
of St. John, Virgin Islands, as her
maid of honor. Miss Sarah Erskine of
Wheaton, Md., and Miss Karen Willis
of South Portland, Me., were the
bridesmaids.
Serving as best man for his brother
was Ian Rhodes of Santa Monica,
Calif. The groomsmen included John
Donecker of Ligonier, Pa., the brother
of the bride; Jeffrey Hemer of Flagstaff, Ariz., Brian Williams of
Lansdowne, Pa. and Nathaniel
Wohlheiter of Turbotville, Pa.
David Rhodes, the father of the
bridegroom, and Miss Margaret
Simon of Washington, D.C. were the
readers. Miss Kristen Sawyer was
the acolyte.
Music was provided by Mrs. Janice
Snyder on the organ and by Mrs.
Alison Doane-Teague on the oboe.
A 1996 graduate of Lewisburg Area
High School, the bride received a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sport and
Exercise Science from Messiah College in Grantham, Pa.
She is employed as the coordinator of soccer and special events by
America Scores, a youth develop-

ment soccer and literacy program
with national headquarters in Washington, D.C.
The bridegroom, a 1994 graduate
of Westfield High School, was
awarded a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration and
Marketing from Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pa., in 1999.
He is the grants manager for the
United States Soccer Foundation in
Washington, D.C.
Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in Arlington, Va.

YMCA Gymnasts
Sponsor Toy Drive
Through Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Gymnastic Team is sponsoring its
Annual Holiday Toy Drive to benefit
needy families in the local communities.
The gymnasts are asking that new,
unwrapped gifts be brought to the
Gymnastic office at the YMCA, located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains, by Saturday, December 15.
As part of their Team Holiday Party,
the gymnasts sort and wrap the presents for distribution to local families. With children in the families
ranging in age from newborn through
18, the gymnasts make sure age appropriate gifts are selected for each
child in the family.
A Gift Tree is located outside of
the Gymnastic Office at the Y, for
individuals in need of a suggestion
for a gift. For more information,
please call Barbara Breuninger, Gymnastic Director, at (908) 889-8880.

Gift Certificates Available

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD - (908) 789-6426
www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NEW EXTENDED STUDIO

Offering clients particular, personalized styling, service
and unique detail, Ruiz personifies the ultimate in hair
design.
The team of Victor Passucci and Charles Ruiz are for
the independent, savvy woman who always wants to look
her best.
You can meet Charles Ruiz at VP Salon,
210 South Avenue W. (CVS Plaza), Westfield:
To schedule an appointment: 908.928.1133

New Jersey
Cellular
Sales tax applies to suggested retail price.

On any rate plan $29.99 and
up with 2 year contract.
Holiday Hours Begin December 13:
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Mail-in service rebate and waived $35
activation fee available with a two-year
agreement.
Promotion ends 1/26/02.

11 Eastman Street
Cranford, NJ

908- 497- 2100
Monday thru Friday
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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We Must Emerge From Solitude
To Join Other People in God
By MSGR. WILLIAM C. HARMS

For Christians, God is a God who
is essentially in relationship, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, so united that
they are one. Human beings, male
and female, created in the image of
God, also exist in relationships, but
we are not complete and perfect. We
create ourselves gradually in relationships of understanding, respect
and love with all other human beings, and particularly with those close
to us.
This past fall we in the New York
metropolitan area experienced a significant blow that destroyed some
relationships and simultaneously
strengthened others. As a people, as
a nation, as an impacted sector we
have been hit hard. The dominant
element through this tragedy has been
people reaching out to people. Complete strangers aided someone in
need. Many families are confronting
the loss of a loved one and the resultant void. After a horrific experience
at the hands of other human beings,
families reach out to other family
members, responding to the need to
hear the voice of a loved one. People
are sharing beyond the usual. All of
these activities began in a very brief
period of time, and will be with
many for a lifetime.
At St. Helen’s this Thanksgiving,
over 270 baskets were distributed to
families, 40 more baskets than last
year. There is a need and there are
people who can respond. An example,
no matter how remote, of people
working on a relationship of understanding, respect and love. This is
our call as children of God. It is our
responsibility to reach out in response
to those in need.
In a few days, we commemorate
the birth of Jesus the Christ, the Godman who comes in love for all human
kind to foster relationships and community. It is a season of peace, love
and joy. It is a time surrounded in
happiness. But so many are hurting,

alone, in a sense cut off.
As Americans, we are a people
who live beside each other without
ever really knowing each other. Thus
many people are lonely, especially
in situations such as the elderly, the
sick, the handicapped, many of the
widowed, those without family. The
many who are frightened resort to
psychological withdrawal as a result
of the tragedies in the New York
metropolitan area. All of this is serious, because if men and women lack
relationships with others, they slowly
destroy themselves and may die from
loneliness.
People waiting for someone to join
them in the depths of their solitude
may have to wait for a long time. To
overcome solitude we must come
out of ourselves and go toward others. Jesus Christ is with them; Jesus
who came so that all humanity might
be made into one body in him.
We are approaching a celebration
commemorating the birth of Christ.
He was born, lived among people,
and invited all to come and follow
him. He suffered, died, rose from the
dead, and ascended to the Father. He
did this for you and me. He did this
because he loves you and me. He
also promised that He would be with
us always, not in just some corporate
sense, but with each of us as individual creations of his.
Dear friends, if this is how God
loves us, then we should love one
another. No one has ever seen God,
but if we love one another, God lives
in union with us, and his love is made
perfect in us.
Let us strive to reach out to each
other, moving out of solitude to celebrate and enjoy the life we have
with each other and in the love of
God.
* * * * *

Monsignor Harms is the Pastor of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.
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Candlelight Service Set
At Presbyterian Church
WESTFIELD – The Ministry of
Music of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield will present its annual
Candlelight Carol Service this Sunday, December 16, at 7:30 p.m.
The church’s Chancel Choir and
the Chancel Handbell Ensemble,
under the direction of William
Clisham, will lead this service of
music, readings and carols for the
Advent and Nativity seasons.
Participating in the musical portions of the service will be the
church’s soloists, Jan Hedden, Mary
Beth Minson, Drew Martin and Ralph
Braun. The church organist is Annette
White.
Music for the service will include
the Stanford Magnificat in G; Franz
CHRISTMAS CLASSIC…This Sunday, December 16, at 11 a.m., the Sanctuary
Choir, with a cast of soloists and orchestra, will present Gian Carl Menotti’s
one-act opera, Amahl and the Night Visitors at the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield. The cast will include Carolyn Mulvey as Amahl; Olive
Lynch as his mother; Kirk Robbins, Roger Hayden and Tony Cook as the three
kings who visit Amahl’s home while en route to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve;
Robert Anderson as the page, and members of the Sanctuary Choir and children
as the shepherds. The conductor will be Trent Johnson. This drama is geared
toward children and adults alike. The First United Methodist Church is located
at 1 East Broad Street. For further information, please call (908) 233-4211.

Methodist Church to Present
Amahl and the Night Visitors
WESTFIELD — Members of the
Sanctuary Choir, along with a cast
of soloists and orchestra, will present
Gian Carl Menotti’s one-act opera
Amahl and the Night Visitors, regarded as a Christmas classic, this
Sunday, December 16, at 11 a.m. at
the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield.
The cast includes Carolyn
Mulvey as Amahl; Olive Lynch as
his mother; Kirk Robbins, Roger
Hayden and Tony Cook as the three
kings; Robert Anderson as the page,
and members of the Sanctuary
Choir and children as the shepherds. Trent Johnson will conduct

the production.
Amahl and the Night Visitors was
the first opera ever commissioned
for television. It was commissioned
by NBC television and first performed on Christmas Eve of 1951.
The story takes place on Christmas Eve and involves a visit by the
three kings to the hut of Amahl and
his mother during the magi’s journey to Bethlehem. This drama is
suitable for children and adults alike.
The First United Methodist
Church is located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield. For further
information, please call (908)
233-4211.

Holiday Festivities Slated
By Westfield Newcomers
WESTFIELD — The Newcomers
Club of Westfield has revealed the
dates for several holiday activities
that it has planned.
A Children’s Holiday Party will
take place this Saturday, December
15, at 1:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street. Food, crafts, a show featuring
Ms. Arlene and an appearance by
Santa will be part of the festivities.
In addition, the Children’s Committee will meet for Story Time every Tuesday this month at 11 a.m. at
Barnes & Noble on Route 22, West,
in Springfield.
The Activities Committee Annual
Holiday Cookie Exchange will be

held on Thursday, December 20, at 8
p.m. at a member’s home.
The Newcomers Book Group met
on December 4 to discuss “Crows
Over a Wheatfield,” then planned a
Movie Night at the Rialto Theatre to
see Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone.
The Westfield Newcomers Club is
a social organization open to women,
over age 21, who are new residents or
established residents who have experienced a lifestyle change, such as
the birth or adoption of a baby, a
marriage or some other event.
For more information about the
club, or its holiday events, please
call Carrie Votta at (908) 389-9248
or Renee Cox at (908) 233-5605.

Volunteers Are Needed
For Program Giving
Tax Help to Elderly
AREA – Volunteers are needed for
the American Association of Retired
Persons Tax Counseling to the Elderly program.
This program provides free tax
counseling to the elderly and lowincome individuals in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and the rest of
Union County.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Ed Evans at (908) 233-1961 for
further information.

Biebl’s Ave Maria, and Morten
Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium.
Other seasonal music by
Praetorius, Ralph Vaughan Williams
and Harold Darke, as well as carol
settings by Sir David Willcocks and
Healey Willan, will be sung by the
choir.
Additional carols, played by
handbells and sung by the congregation, will complement traditional
readings from scripture and prayers.
Admission is free and the general
public is invited to attend. A freewill offering will be collected. The
Presbyterian Church is located at
140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Youth Group Forming
In Scotch Plains Area
SCOTCH PLAINS – Generation
of Xcellence, a newly-organized
Scotch Plains area youth group with
membership in the New Jersey State
Federation and the National Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc.,
is seeking members.
Membership is open to males and
females, ages 5 to 18. The group will
focus on community service in the
areas of health, education, welfare,
housing and legislation.
For further information, please call
advisors Lisa Easley at (908) 3224457 or Judy Ali at (908) 322-2189.

THROUGH THE YEARS…Brownie Girl Scouts of Troop No. 711 from Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield modeled uniforms of Girl Scouts from the 1920s
to present day during a recent meeting about Girl Scout history. Leola Schurig,
a lifelong and active member of Girl Scouting in the Philadelphia area, obtained
the uniforms and discussed how the outfits, as well as scouting itself, changed
through the decades. Pictured, left to right, are: Brownie scout Meghan Sullivan,
Junior scout Sara Birkenthal, Brownie scouts Katherine McKinley, Katie Schaaf
and Chloe Birkenthal, Mrs. Schurig and her granddaughter, Katie Schurig.

COMING SEPTEMBER 2002 !

Holy Trinity
Interparochial
School –
Mountainside
Campus
• 3 AND 4-YEAR-OLD PROGRAMS
THROUGH FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN
• MIDDLE STATES ACCREDITED
To be located at Our Lady of Lourdes
RC Church, Mountainside

MAKING HIS MARK…Matt Flynn of Westfield, a member of Boy Scout Troop
No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, gets fingerprinted
by Lieutenant James Schneider of the Westfield Police Department during the
troop’s recent visit to Westfield police headquarters to earn their fingerprinting
and crime prevention merit badges. Thirteen boys received three hours of
classroom instruction, plus a tour of the police station.

Call for Information
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
336 First Street, Westfield

908 233-0484

With All that Society Confronts Our Children with Today
Shouldn’t We Give Them the Best Support & Care We Can??

Discover the Difference at St. Agnes School
Pre K - 8
F O R C E L L U L A R P H O N E S , B E E P E R S & P AG E R S

All that You Want for Your Children

NOW OPEN - 7 DAYS
For further information call (732)-381-0850
342 Madison Hill Rd., Clark

Celebrate the Christmas Season at

First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(a member of the United Church of Christ)

Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood
(908) 889-8891
Senior Pastor - The Reverend Robert T. Snell
Invitation to Public
Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Festival of Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 9, 10 a.m.

STAY OFF ROUTE 22
• NO LINES • NO WAITING
• IMMEDIATE SERVICE

• REMOTE STARTS • CD CHANGERS
• HANDS FREE KITS
• CAR ALARMS

The Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah
featuring Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, soprano;
Sandra Rains West, mezzo-soprano; Timothy Fallon, tenor;
James Byrne, bass-baritone and the 40-voice Festival Chorus

Wednesday, December 12, 12 noon
Mid-Day Musicales presents
Natassia Xsavier Ling, harpsichord

!#

4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 16

Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.- Family Service of Worship
10:40 p.m. - Special pre-service music
11:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Worship & Communion

Vespers for the Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 6, 2002

Christmas Eve Monday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.
Candlelight Service of lessons and carols, 10 p.m.

Visitors are Always Welcome!
For further information, please call (908) 233-2494 or visit our
website at www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
Phone: 908.654.6440

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fax: 908.654.6441
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Carol A. Riley, 58, Former Teacher;
Was Active at Holy Trinity Church
Carol Anne Riley, 58, of Westfield
died on Monday, November 26, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Long Island City, N.Y.,
she had lived in the Bronx for three
years and in Staten Island for three
years before relocating to Westfield
in 1975.
Mrs. Riley had taught British Literature and English at Roselle Catholic High School in Roselle for 10
years prior to retiring in June of this
year.
Earlier, she had been a teacher at
Christ the King High School in
Queens, N.Y.

Lawrence J. Wenzel, 64
Lawrence J. Wenzel, 64, of
Bridgewater died on Monday, November 26, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Born in Brooklyn, he had lived in
Scotch Plains for 20 years before
moving to Bridgewater two years
ago.
In 1973, Mr. Wenzel founded
American Design Corporation in
Stirling, a company specializing in
the design and manufacturing of
machinery for research and development in X-ray defraction. He was a
mechanical designer and President
of the firm.
He served in the National Guard in
the 1960s and was a member of the
7th Regiment Armory Rifle Club.
Mr. Wenzel additionally was a life
member of the National Rifle Association.
Surviving are his wife, June L.
Horan Wenzel, and a sister, Valerie
Ramsberger of Hillside.
The funeral took place on Friday,
November 30, from the McCracken
Funeral Home in Union and was
followed by a Mass at the Holy Spirit
Roman Catholic Church in Union.
Interment was at Somerset Hills
Memorial Park.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice, 176
Hussa Street, Linden 07036.
December 13, 2001

She was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Holy Family College in Philadelphia.
Mrs. Riley was a communicant
and longtime member of the Christian Family Movement at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.
Surviving are her husband, Kenneth Riley; two sons, Kenneth P.
Riley, Jr. of Westfield and Dennis R.
Riley of Manhattan; her mother,
Sophie F. Zwierko Sawicki; a brother,
Raymond Sawicki of Westbury, Long
Island, and a grandson.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
held Saturday, December 1, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to Roselle Catholic High School,
Attention: Owen Ormsby, Raritan
Road, Roselle 07203.
December 13, 2001

Fred Shults, 86
Fred Shults, 86, of Scotch Plains
died on Thursday, November 29, at
Roosevelt Care Center in Edison.
Born in Lynbrook, N.Y., he was a
lifelong resident of Scotch Plains.
Mr. Shults had worked as a boiler
mechanic with General Motors in
Linden for 22 years before retiring in
1980.
He was a member of the Elks in
Mountainside and the Plainfield
Eagles.
Surviving are his wife, Helen
Burger Shults, and five brothers,
Theodore Shults, Edward Shults,
Wallace Shults, Warren Shults and
George Shults.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, December 3, at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at Lake Nelson Memorial Park in
Piscataway.

– Obituaries –
Robert B. Rivel, 80, Bank Executive;
Advisor to New York Comptrollers
Robert Bradin Rivel, 80, a former
Westfield resident, died on Friday,
November 30, at the Vermont Veterans’ Retirement Home in Bennington,
Vt.
Born in Brooklyn on February 13,
1921, he had lived there prior to
moving to Westfield in 1960. He
later lived in Saddle River and
Pittsfield, Mass., before moving to
the Vermont Veterans’ Retirement
Home in December of 1994.
Mr. Rivel joined Chase National
Bank, later Chase Manhattan Bank,
in August of 1946. He resigned from
Chase in June of 1972 as Executive
Vice President and Executive Officer of its Portfolio and Investment
Banking Group to join Lazard Freres
& Company as a General Partner, a
position he held until 1974.
He served as President, Trustee
and Chief Executive Officer of Union
Dime Savings Bank from 1975 until
his retirement in 1981.
Mr. Rivel joined the Private Export Funding Corporation as its President, Chief Executive Officer and a
Director in 1982, becoming Chairman in 1984, and remaining as Chief

December 13, 2001

Robert Bradin Rivel

Mary A. Walker, 71, Served at Church;
Was Special Ed Teacher in Area Schools
Mary A. Walker, 71, of Plainfield
died on Sunday, November 25, at her
home.
Born in Georgia, she had been a
resident of Plainfield for 44 years,
having previously lived in Newark.
Mrs. Walker was a special education teacher in the Scotch PlainsFanwood and Plainfield school systems for 15 years. She also worked as
an assembler for RCA in Harrison
for 20 years.
She was a graduate of Kean College in Union and was a member of
the New Jersey Education Association.
She additionally was a member of
the Zion Hill Baptist Church in Newark and the First Park Baptist Church

in Plainfield, where she was an usher
and choir member and taught Sunday School.
Surviving are her husband, John
W. Walker; two sons, David W.
Walker of Plainfield and Allen C.
Walker of Mashpee, Mass.; three
sisters, Bernice Nunnally of Edison,
Florie Roberts of Scotch Plains and
Earline McLaughlin of Plainfield,
and three brothers, James Washington of Orange, Thomas Washington
of Scotch Plains and Richard Washington of Port St. Lucie.
Services were held on Thursday,
November 29, at the Zion Hill Baptist Church.
Arrangements were handled by the
Judkins Colonial Home in Plainfield.
December 13, 2001

Dorothy F. Sheehan, 75, Registered Nurse;
Also Served as Patients’ Rights Advocate
Dorothy F. Sheehan, 75, of
Eastham, Mass., died on Wednesday, December 5, at her home.
Born in Linden, she had lived in
Colonia, Scotch Plains and Morris
Township before moving to Eastham
in 1988.
Mrs. Sheehan, a registered nurse,
had worked for Marine Hospital on
Staten Island and later the Union
County Visiting Nurses Association.
She was employed by the Morris
View Nursing Home in Morris Plains
for more than 15 years, instituting
and implementing motivational programs for geriatric residents.
An advocate for patients’ rights,
she served as an ombudsman for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts at
nursing homes on Cape Cod for many
years.
Mrs. Sheehan additionally was a
member of the Eastham Council on
Aging, the Eastham Historical Society and the Cape Cod Hospital Auxiliary.

A Past President of the Women’s
Guild of St. Joan of Arc Church in
Orleans, Mass., she was also a volunteer with the church’s thrift shop.
She also served on the Historic House
Tours Committee for the 350th Anniversary Celebration for the Town
of Eastham.
Mrs. Sheehan was a member of the
Morristown Memorial Hospital Auxiliary and had also been a Girl Scout
troop leader in Union County.
She earned her nursing degree from
the Muhlenberg Hospital School of
Nursing in Plainfield in 1947.
Surviving are her husband of 52
years, Robert J. Sheehan; four daughters, Kathleen Imholt, Eileen Snyder,
Maureen Schuren and Colleen
Alfano; a brother, Neil O’Donnell,
and six grandchildren.
A Mass was offered on Monday,
December 10, at St. Joan of Arc
Church, following the funeral from
the Nickerson Funeral Home in Orleans.
December 13, 2001

Lloyd Bowser, 87
Lloyd Bowser, 87, of Roselle died
on Monday, November 26, at his
home.
Born in Baltimore, Md., he had
lived in Westfield before relocating
to Roselle four years ago.
Mr. Bowser had been employed as
a steelworker for the Volco Brass and
Copper Company in Kenilworth for
19 years, retiring in 1976.
He served in the United States
Navy during World War II and participated in the liberation of the Philippines.
Surviving are his wife, Mary Alice
Bowser; four stepsons, Warren,
James, Matthew and Ollie, Sr.; two
stepdaughters, Mary Alice Scott and
Corrine Counts, and six grandchildren.
Services were held on Friday, November 30, at the Bethel Baptist
Church in Westfield. Interment was
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
Arrangements were by the PlintonCurry Funeral Home in Westfield.
December 13, 2001

Alice E. Brandt, 87
Alice Evelyn Brandt, 87, of North
Plainfield died on Thursday, December 6, at Norwood Terrace Health
Center in Plainfield.
Born in Fanwood, she had lived in
North Plainfield for 82 years.
Mrs. Brandt was a homemaker and
did extensive volunteer work for the
State Granny Program for Autistic
Children.
She was predeceased by her husband, Erwin H. Brandt, in 1978, and
by three sons, Robert Brandt, in 1978;
George Brandt, in 1980, and Erwin
A. Brandt, in 1996.
Surviving are another son, Herbert
Brandt of Huddleston, Va.; five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Services were held on Saturday,
December 8, at the Scarpa Funeral
Home in North Plainfield. Interment
followed at Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains.
December 13, 2001

Executive Officer and a Director until
his retirement in 1986.
From 1968 to 1975, he was an
advisor to the New York City and
New York State Comptrollers in their
respective areas of debt management.
He was Chairman of the New York
City Mayor’s Contingency Planning
Committee between 1975 and 1977,
and was the thrift industry’s representative in negotiating the MAC
financings that transpired from 1975
to 1981.
From 1965 to 1975, he was a member of the Governmental Securities
Committee of the Investment Bankers’ Association, serving as Chairman for two years.
For eight years after his 1986 retirement, he continued to participate
in the New York City business community through various board memberships and other associations.
A 1938 graduate of Erasmus High
School, he received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vt., in 1942. He
was awarded a Master of Arts Degree
in Economics from Columbia University in New York in February of
1947.
He was an officer in the United
States Navy during World War II,
from 1942 to 1946. Assigned to the
Pacific Theater, he first served aboard
the USS Corregidor and subsequently
became Commander of an escort
vessel.
He was for many years a member
of the New York Athletic Club, the
Metropolitan Opera Association, the
Apollo Choral Society of Brooklyn,
the United States Naval Reserves,
the Pittsfield Country Club and the
Tuxedo Club. Mr. Rivel was a lifelong member of the Episcopal
Church.
Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Helen Stewart Rivel; a son, Robert
Wesley Rivel of Sao Paulo, Brazil; a
daughter, Joan Rivel Pettrone of
Averill Park, N.Y., and six grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
the First Church of Christ in Pittsfield
on a date to be announced in January
of 2002.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Vermont Veterans Home Alzheimers
Fund, in care of the Wellington Funeral Home, 220 East Street,
Pittsfield, Mass. 01201.
December 13, 2001

George J. Lorenzo, 72
George J. Lorenzo, 72, of Edison
died on Friday, December 7, in Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick.
Born in Jersey City, he had lived
there and in Union, Scotch Plains
and Hazlet before relocating to
Edison.
Mr. Lorenzo, an accountant, had
been employed with Saul Cantor Inc.
in Millburn from 1989 to 1995. Earlier, he had worked for E.T. Killam
Associates, also in Millburn, for 25
years prior to retiring in 1984.
He graduated from St. Peter’s College in Jersey City.
Mr. Lorenzo served in the United
States Navy during the Korean Conflict.
He did volunteer work at the Holy
Spirit Roman Catholic Church in
Union and at the Ozanam Family
Shelter in Piscataway.
He was predeceased by a grandson, Ryan J. Milcsik.
Surviving are his wife, Julia Worst
Lorenzo; a daughter, Laura A.
Milcsik; a son, James J. Lorenzo,
and three sisters, Lorraine Conway,
Lucille Worst and Ann Poole.
A Funeral Liturgy was offered on
Monday, December 10, in St. Francis
of Assisi Cathedral in Metuchen,
following the funeral from the
Costello-Runyon Funeral Home Inc.
in Metuchen. Interment was at Hillside Cemetery in Metuchen.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Edison First Aid Squad 2, 848
New Dover Road, Edison 08820.
December 13, 2001

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
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Alan Brentano, 90, Company CEO;
Recipient of Rotary Civic Award
Alan Brentano, 90, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, December 4, at his
home.
Born in Ironton, Ohio, he had lived
in Evansville, Ind., for many years
prior to moving to Westfield seven
years ago.
Mr. Brentano had been employed at
the Keller Crescent Company of Evansville for 41 years, serving as President
Mary Frances Murphy Brentano,
80, of Westfield died on Saturday,
December 1, at her home.
Born in Fort Worth, Tex., she had
lived in Evansville, Ind., for many
years before moving to Westfield
seven years ago.
Mrs. Brentano, a homemaker, was
a golf champion at the Clearcrest
Country Club in Evansville.
Her husband, Alan Brentano, died
on Tuesday, December 4.
Surviving are three daughters,
Patricia Bramnick of Westfield,
Michele Kell of Bloomington, Ind.
and Amy Brentano of New York City;
two sisters; a brother, and five grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. this Saturday, December 15,
at the Alexander Funeral Home in
Evansville.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Alexander Funeral
Home and, locally, the Higgins Home
For Funerals in Plainfield.
Memorial donations may be
made to any chapter of the American Cancer Society; to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
710 West 168th Street, New York
City 10032, or to the Center For
Hope Hospice, 176 Hussa Street,
Linden 07036.

and Chief Executive Officer for eight
years before retiring in 1973.
He attended Evansville College
for two years before graduating from
the University of Illinois in 1932
with a Bachelor of Science Degree.
He served as Director of the Evansville YMCA and of the Evansville
Chamber of Commerce; as Director,
President and co-founder of Democrats for Better Government, and as
Director of the Evansville Jewish
Community Council and the Tri-State
Epilepsy Association.
In 1963, he was awarded the AFA
Printer’s Ink Silver Medal Award. He
was additionally presented, in 1976,
with the Rotary Civic Award by the
Rotary Club of Evansville for his
“civic, political, governmental, educational, religious and humanitarian” involvement.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Mary Murphy Brentano, on Saturday, December 1.
Surviving are three daughters,
Patricia Bramnick of Westfield,
Michelle Kell of Bloomington, Ind.,
and Amy Brentano of New York City,
and five grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Saturday, December 15, at
the Alexander Funeral Home in
Evansville.
Arrangements were handled by the
Alexander Funeral Home and, locally, by the Higgins Home For Funerals in Plainfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to any chapter of the American Cancer Society; to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
710 West 168th Street, New York
City 10032, or to the Center For
Hope Hospice, 176 Hussa Street,
Linden 07036.
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Mary Brentano, 80

Paul R.T. Hahn, 86, Retired Executive;
Honored for Service to Boy Scouting
Paul R.T. Hahn, 86, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, November 28,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Woodcliff On The Hudson,
he was a Westfield resident since
1942.
Mr. Hahn retired in 1980 as a Vice
President for Rodhelm Reiss Incorporated, having worked in plastics in
Belle Meade. He had been employed
with the company for 30 years.
He was a member of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
where he served as a Deacon. In
addition, he was a Scout Master for
Boy Scout Troop No. 171 of Westfield
for 20 years and received the Silver
Beaver Award. Most recently, he was
the founder of Flint Locks (a retired
men’s service organization for the
Boy Scouts).
Mr. Hahn graduated from the
Stevens Institute of Technology in
Hoboken in 1937 with a degree in
mechanical engineering.
He was predeceased by his wife of
60 years, Eleanor A. Hahn, in 1999.
Surviving are two daughters,
Eleanor Lowery of Plainfield and
Elsa Gail Hahn of Westfield; a son,
Paul T. Hahn of Roselle; seven grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Saturday, December 1, at the First Congregational Church in Westfield. Private interment was arranged by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Westfield
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233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
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218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
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Vincent J. DiBella, 86
Vincent J. DiBella, 86, of Clark
died on Friday, December 7, at
Rahway Hospital in Rahway.
Born in Newark, he had lived in
Scotch Plains before relocating to
Clark eight years ago.
Mr. DiBella had been employed
for 35 years by the City of Newark in
the Finance Department, retiring in
1976.
He was a United States Army veteran of World War II.
He was a member of the Clark
Senior Club, the Wednesday Senior
Club of Clark and the St. Cecelia
Senior Club of Iselin.
Surviving are his companion of 41
years, Ann Rufolo, and four nieces
and nephews.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
December 11, from the Walter J.
Johnson Funeral Home in Clark. A
Mass followed at St. John the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Clark.
Interment was at St. Teresa’s Cemetery in Summit.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Clark Volunteer Emergency Squad, 875 Raritan Road,
Clark 07066.
December 13, 2001

Henry Schnakenberg, 91, Had Owned
Confectionary and Candy Businesses
Henry J. Schnakenberg, 91, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, November 27, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Bremen, Germany, he came
to the United States in 1929, settling
in Brooklyn. He lived in Westfield
since 1955.
Mr. Schnakenberg owned and operated Henry’s Confectionary and
Martha Lorton Candies, both in
Westfield, for 50 years.
He was a life member of the Rotary Club of Westfield and a member
of the American Legion in Westfield.
He served as a Sergeant in the

Elizabeth Stirrup, 88

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Memorial contributions may be
made to Heifer International, P.O.
Box 1692, Merrifield, Va. 221161692.

United States Army during World
War II and was awarded a Bronze
Star.
Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Helen Nagy Schnakenberg; a son,
John Schnakenberg of Mountainside;
a brother, Hermann Schnakenberg of
Bremen, Germany, and three grandchildren.
Services were held on Thursday,
November 29, at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street/
P.O. Box 356, Westfield 07090.
December 13, 2001

Elizabeth Scott Stirrup, 88, of
Myrtle Beach, S.C., died on Monday, December 3, at Covenant Towers in Myrtle Beach.
Born on May 31, 1913 in Elizabeth, the daughter of the late George
Winfield and Imogene Parsons Scott,
she had lived in Paolia, Pa., before
moving to Myrtle Beach in 1974.
A graduate of Trenton State University in Trenton, Mrs. Stirrup had
been a teacher in Westfield and Linden.
She was a member of the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Myrtle Beach.
Surviving are her husband of 66
years, John W. Stirrup; a son, Paul S.
Stirrup of Durham, N.C.; a daughter,
Jean S. Tell of Chapel Hill, N.C.;
four grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren.
A memorial service was held on
Friday, December 7, at Covenant
Towers.
Arrangements were handled by the
McMillan-Small Funeral Home in
Myrtle Beach.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Heart Association,
Mid Atlantic Memorials, P.O. Box
5216, Glen Allen, Va. 23058-5216.

Joseph Szabo, Jr., 64, of Clark
died on Sunday, December 2, at
Rahway Hospital in Rahway.
Born in Newark, he had lived in
Scotch Plains before relocating to
Clark.
Mr. Szabo owned the Lincoln
Marble Works of Rahway for many
years.
He was a member of the United
States Navy Reserves.
Surviving are his wife of 37 years,
Maryann Downey Szabo; three sons,
Joseph Szabo, 3rd of Clark, John
Szabo of Jersey City and James Szabo
of Virginia; three sisters, Mary
Readdy of Cranford, and Ann Szabo
and Margaret Szabo, both of Union,
and a granddaughter.
The funeral was held on Thursday,
December 6, from the Walter J.
Johnson Funeral Home in Clark. A
Mass followed at St. Agnes Roman
Catholic Church in Clark. Interment
was at Hazelwood Cemetery in Clark.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Society, 507 Westminster Avenue, Elizabeth 07201.
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Concepts & Thought
First Marking Period Honor Roll Revealed
By Roosevelt School Principal Schulack
WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Dr. Kevin
Schulack has reported the names of
students placed on the Distinguished
Honor Roll and Regular Honor Roll
for the First Marking Period.
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 — 31 Students
Gregory H. Boyle Lindsay C. Monnet
Christine L. Cobuzzi Ryan Need
Anthony Cocuzza Caitlyn Oster
Cecilia De Corral Colleen E. Psomas
Aaron E. Eisenberg Ellen Ramage
Alena Fleming
Nicole A. Reich
Emily Gee
Matthew T. Renart
Kayley Graham
Drew Ritter
William M. Harbaugh Adam Rubin
Daniel J. Kahaner Elizabeth L. Scanlon
Anya M. Kaplan
Ian Schwartz
Kate Kovalenko
William Schwartz
Sarah H. Lapidus Jonathan M. Sheflin
Thomas Malaspina Marlena Sheridan
Lauren E. McCurdy Samantha Vitale
Molly G. Williams
REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 — 121 Students
Justin A. Adams
Bryan Knapp
Matthew G. Amato Anna E. Koehler
Kimberly J Angus Adam D. Koll
Sara Anthony
Adam S. Krell
Peter L. Antonelli Bryan Krichilsky
Matthew L. Anzalone Jennifer Laspata
Seth M. Applebaum Brian Lee
Stephanie P. Baeder Kimberly Legones
Luke M. Baran
Mary Kate Luker
Caitlin M. Bludgus Claire MacDonald
Eric J. Brandman Natalia Mavrogiannis
Lindsay Brown
Melissa K. Mc Dermott
Julia Brundage
Patrick F. McCabe
Patrina Caruana
Rebecca McQuade
Matthew S. Carville Amanda McQuade
Emily C. Cataldo
John T. Meagher
Julia P Cederroth James Meylor
Chloe E Cherin
Russell J. Miller
Christopher Chou Thomas Moore
Theodore Chou
Christine Mruz
Vincent Clark
Jaclyn Nicoll
Kristina M Cofone Julienne E. Niemiera
Jessica A. Cohen
Christopher Patella
Catherine Cordeiro Emily K. Perry
G. Peter Cornell
Courtney A. Phillips
Samuel J. Crawford Catherine E. Porta
Tara E. Daly
David R. Purdy
Seth I. Davidson
Jonathan Ramalho
Emily De Rosa
Lindsey Romano
Ashley Dunnan
Natasha Rosenberg
Scott Dyer
Ryan Salmon
Adam G. Eisen
Lindsey Ann Sauerwein
Samaa El-Sherbeini Julie Anne Shelman
William B. Farrell, 4th Thomas J. Sheridan
Jonathon Fichter
John-William Sidhom
Jonathan D. Finkel Leanne Skorge
Nicole B. Finkel
Bryan J. Smith
Andrew K. Ford
Darrell Ann Smith
Remi G. Formal
Jacqueline D. Snyder
Claire S. Fox
Brent Souders
Sarah M. Garry
Zachary Sproull
Patrick K. Gessner Kate M. Statton
Ilene R. Goodman Jamie Steiner
Anne G. Greenberg Thomas Stewart
Jiaming Guan
Colin R. Sullivan
Emma Hand
Kelsey Sullivan
Caroline Hansen
Katherine L. Taylor
Matthew K. Harris James N. Thayer
Amanda C. Hayden Julia Tomaszewsky
Kevin J. Hennessey James Tonges
Leanne P. Hewit
Alex Vanarelli
Alexandra Jenkins Michael T. Venezia
Phillip John
Michael Weintraub
Samuel G. John
Leigh C. Weissman
Daniel J. Johnson Francesca Welham
Troy Johnson
Heather Welham

Christopher Kalis Gregory A. Whitman
Edward L. Kane
Maxwell H. Wieder
Emily Kieczykowski Ryan Yarusi
Elizabeth J. Kline Benjamin Zakarin
Aron L. Zavaro
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 — 50 Students
Kristin Aguero
Cornelius Banta
Dana Barrasso
Rachel Barrett
Miriam Becker-Cohen
Brian Burdulia
Christopher Byrne
Justine J. Cassidy
Rachel A. Charatan
Lisa Chen
Jesse Cohn
Andrew Davy
Monica Dreyer
Margaret E. Driscoll
Jane C. Eilbacher
Rachel Ettinger
Kristina Fietkiewicz
Alan S. Futran
John Gagliano
Diana Goodman
Erica R. Greene
Caitlin D. Jennings
Noelle Kandigian
Emma Laird
Lucija Landeka

Feng Kevin Liang
Caitlin Lisooey
Caroline Luppescu
Rachel A. Mack
Caitlin P. Mahoney
Anna McGrath
Callie W. Meserole
Thomas Y. Meylor
Ravenna Neville
Alexandra Nish
Carly D. Oliff
Carrie L. Palumbo
Sarah Patankar
Thomas J Ricciuti
Jayne R. Ruotolo
Michael P. Ruskin
Andrew Siegel
Stoytcho Stoytchev
Rachel Barri Tucker
Kayla Vandervort
Megan Vandervort
Hannah G. Vickers
Mary L. Walsh
Michael Yee
Yuchen Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 — 106 Students
Jason Anderson
James S. Arbes
Julie Bennett
Caitlyn M. Berkowitz
Lee J. Bernstein
Alissa Bowers
Zachary Bullek
Michael A. Burns
Megan Camillo

Han Gil Kim
Stephen G. Kowalski
Angelina M. Kozak
Jennifer Ann Lane
Guglielmo B. Laurenzi
Caroline Leung
Adam Blake Lorentzen
Jonathan R. Maimon
Samantha A. Manetti

James Campbell
Stephen P. Caprario
Dakota Carey
Alfred Carpetto
Hannah Cataldo
Gabriela Chabrier
Lawrence L. Chan
Abby E. Chazanow
Jeanine H. Clark
Emily C. Cleaves
Ryan P. Cockren
Nicholas Colucci
Maura Connolly
Karolyn L. Cook
Stephen Cruikshank
Brian F Debbie
Kevin J Devaney
Diana Dunnan
Robert Evans
Anthony Fabiano
Rachel Fallig
Joshua Fishman
Christine A. Fitzpatrick
MaryKate Flannery
Kerilyn A. Foley
Martin S. Fox
Courtney E Fox-Sherman
Clare Frattarola
Pierce T. Gaynor
Tyler C. Greenfield
Amanda H. Gross
Ryan A. Gundrum
Kunal Gupta
George E. Handza, 3rd
Andrew L. Hatfield
Lauren Heffernan
Joshua Hill
Samantha Hirtler
James J. Hoban
Andrea C. Hollander
Cristina Insinga
Katherine Itz
Katherine L. Jarmas
Matthew R. Kamel
Michael Kenny

Stephen Markowski
Daniel I. McGrory
Matthew Melino
Marilyn Mench
Andrea Molowa
Kyle E. Murray
Julia M. Nelson
Bryan E. Nolan
Eunice Park
Danielle Partenope
Jeffrey R. Perrella
Alexis Pitchen
Anson Gregg Purdy
Caitlin Reilly
Luke A. Ricci
Elizabeth J Riddle
Kelly Ann Ruhl
Alexander T Schoch
Daniel A. Schwartz
Richard Scialabba
Ryan J. Sharkey
Benjamin Shiffman
David Scott Shottland
Allison N. Siko
Emily F. Singer
Anne Puleio Sinisi
Lauren Elizabth Sinnenberg
Kevin Patrick Smith
Nicole A. Smith
Steven D. Smith
Kathleen M. Solan
Diana Spiridigliozzi
Cowles Stewart
Katlin R. Swadosh
Thomas Hewit Taylor
Jeffrey Thomashow
Jennifer Urciuoli
Evan R. Vanarelli
Jenna Vandervort
Casey Vitanza
Jeremy P. Wolf
Tianyu Anny Wu
Brian Thomas Yee

A DIFFERENT KIND OF “PI”…Students in Ms. Felder’s third grade class at
Wilson Elementary School in Westfield got their fingers in some “pi” last week.
The Everyday Math program, adopted this year by the Westfield school district,
is based largely on hands-on explorations. In this geometry lesson, students
found the diameters of differently sized cans, measured each can’s circumference, and recorded their findings on a class chart. After studying their chart, the
students found that the circumference of each can was a little bit more than three
times the length of its diameter.
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Park Middle School Principal Collucci
Reports Names of Honor Roll Pupils
SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains has revealed the
names of students placed on the Distinguished Honor Roll and Regular Honor
Roll for the First Marking Period.
Students qualify for the Distinguished
Honor Roll by attaining an A in all subjects, while Honor Roll distinction requires at least two As and no grade lower
than B in major subjects, with at least a C
or S in subjects excluding math, science,
English, social studies and reading.
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 — 20 Students
Julia Capodicasa
Christina Olsson
Katelyn Cavanagh Neil Pratt
Bridget Cornwell Nyanna Quoi
Robert Cunningham Alice Ren
John DeMaio
Michael Scannell
Marcus Dyson
Brian Sensor
Lindsay Hauptman Adam Silverman
Jessica Impellizzeri Lindsay Traiman
Marc L’Heureux
Samantha Traiman
Caitlin Leist
Nitin Viswanathan
REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 — 91 Students
Courtney AdamczykBrianne Mahoney
Deborah Albert
Brian Many
Andrea Apuzzio
Mary McDonald
Courtney Baines
Maggie McLaughlin
James Barker
Jared Meyer
Casandra Berwick Kyle Mihansky
Izabela Blach
Ryan Mullen
Avery Boettcher
Karen Murad
Jason Boff
Nicholas Murray
Amy Braun
Emily Nering
Ryan Bridge
Kevin O’Connell
Daniel Buckley
Robert O’Connor
Rebecca Bush
Sarah Pace
Lisa Campbell
Victoria Painter
Nicole Colineri
Taylor Paraboschi
Lauren Cutrone
Ryan Pinkowski
John D’Agostaro
Gregory Rappaport
Andrea Guzman
Brandon Reddington
Patrick Doliber
Margaret Reilly
Joseph Dunn
Maria Pia Rivero
George Elmer
Hillary Roberts
Rebecca Fox
Travis Rosado
Alexandra Fragna Marc Rosenberg
Debbie Fung
Christine Roser
Nicholas Fung
Dennis Ruiz
Nicole Fusco
Michael Ruiz
Stephanie Goines
Michael Ruzek
Christina Halma
Rebecca Soloway
Wendy Harris
Katlyn Soriano
Lindsay Hauptman Gabriella Sosnowski
Melissa Helock
Kendra Spady
Kenneth Hessemer Tyler Stanek
Thomas Holt
Daniel Schwahl
William Hubbard Scott Stefanik
Alec Jacobs
James Strobel
Alyssa Karis
Melissa Swanton
Brent Kerken
Matthew Tenzer
Steven Klehm
Kristen Thompson
Samantha Knierim C h r i s t o p h e r
Uehlinger
Allison Kodan
Janelle Vanderwiel
Jacob Lavenhar
Anthony Vecchione
Jaclyn Lazarus
Amanda Vitollo
Robert Leeper
Andy Wang
Alexa Lindenberg Vivian Wong
Ming Lu
Danielle Wood
Robert Zekunde

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 — 88 Students
Lauryn Adams
Arley Aguilar
Yeershati Ahati
Kimberlee Appezzato
Alison Baier
Brittany Barnett
Kristen Barry
Martine Baruch
Victoria Bauman
David Belford
Joseph Bianco
Peter Bistis
Amanda Bobyack
Sarah Boruch
Kendall Boyda
Colin Campbell
Ana Castillo
Michelle Chan
Nikolai Chowdhury
Alex Cvetovich
Patrick D’Amico
Jenna Dell-Donne
Laurel Devlin
Jessica Estriplet
Linda Evins
Kelly Frazee
Kirstan Fuller
Daisy Fung
Alexandra Garber
Matthew Gigiel
Christina Guibas
Leticia Guido
Andrew Haggan
Ibrahim Helm
DiAndra Hillard
Matthew Huether
Steven Jacobus
Catherine Kaiserman
Shirley Kim
Maggie Kosciolek
Rachel Levy
Brooke Lubin

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 — 7 Students
John Acito
Allison Brown

Christopher Luby
Joy Lucey

Cathleen Carr
Rudyard Plesmid
Stacy Tanguy

Caleb Zimmerman
Jennifer Zimmerman

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8— 10 Students

Andrew Lyons
Kathryn Magalhaes
Lauren Mains
Kirsten Mandella
Stacy Marr
Laura Marvelli
Patrick McGuiness
Brennan McTernan
Rebecca Meade
Lauren Messina
Martin Njoroge
Stephanie Oh
Jonathan Parisi
Tiffany Pasko
Heather Rodriguez
Thomas Pennella
Christopher Pflaum
Jeffrey Pober
Portia Price
Jessica Reddington
David Regal
David Regg
Anthony Ricci
Christopher Rodriguez
Alana Rosato
Andrew Rosko
Melissa Rupnarim
Alexander Russo
Sean Scott
Lucas SaenzDeViteri
James Sensor
Michael Sherman
Andre Smith
James Spaeth
Katherine Stamler
Rachel Trezoglou
Danielle Vena
Erin Voelker
Kimberly Wellinger
Tiffany Wong
Leigh Zebleckas
Jason Zelesnik

Justine Brown
Briana Falco
Gabrielle Falco
Thurston Hamlette
Elizabeth Katz

Meaghan Kelly
Melissa Koerner
Rebecca McGuire
Raunaq Palejwala
Danielle Porter

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 — 63 Students
Anthony Baliatico Brian Glassett
Colleen Baines
Andrew Goldberg
Clayton Balch
Viktoriya Gorbach
Candace Barnes
Joshua Green
Jennifer Bauer
Keila Guzman
Marisa Bianco
Shannon Hauser
Robert Blabolil
George Helock
Sarah Boffa
Lauren Hercel
Robert Burke
Matthew Hirschhorn
Elizabeth Bourchten Joseph Jacobi
Krista Bujnowski Elizabeth Jacobs
Courtney Burke
Loni Kaye
Matthew Canfield Katelyn Kosenick
Lawrence Chan
Brittany Lambros
Darel Chavis
Jessica Levine
Yvonne Chen
Jessica McGarry
Amy Chervenyak Ian McNally
Soo Cho
Hallie Mintz
Cleo Chou
Jeffrey Mullen
Kayla Cicalese
Elijah Nam
Dierdre Clark
Christopher Nilsen
Sarah Cohen
Jeffrey Ondeyka
Henry Coxe
Cristina Reyes
Athena Coyt
Eduardo Rodriguez
Jack Davis
Marleny Romano
Robert Dawson
Thomas Ruggieri
Aaron Doliber
Dana Sacks
Matthew Ferrara Natalie Sanchez
Matthew Fleissner Kara Sang
Michael Fragna
Melissa Sette
Shemane Fritz
Katherine VanHaasteren
Joshua Zinman

Holiday Hours Begin December 13:
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Karina DeMair
Katherine Lauricella

To submit University News,
please e-mail your
announcement to:
michelle@goleader.com

Dare to achieve...
• 100% college placement

Admission tests will be
administered on

• 90% of graduates enroll in at least one Avanced Placement course

January 12, 2002.

• 25% of graduates earn National Merit Scholar recognition
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An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12
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3 DISTRICT CHAMPIONS, 2 QUALIFIERS RETURN

Raider Matmen See Success
Through Staying Healthy
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Staying healthy will be the key to
a very successful season for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team. With a very young
but talented team, the Raiders were
hampered by illness and injury but
rose from the ashes of injury and
sickness to claim four District 11
champions and to qualify six for the
Region 3 tournament last year.
This season, although still young,
the Raiders seem to have a fortunate
spread of talent throughout the lineup
and return three of those district
champions, both qualifiers, an undefeated wrestler who missed the second half of the season due to illness
and have added a very skilled freshman.
Raider sophomore Derek

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Lucas Francavilla (140-145)

Francavilla, won the 103 district
crown last year and finished with a
24-7 record. This year, he is right on
course for 103 and should be consid-

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Matt DeNichilo (140-145)

ered as the top dog in the district and
county.
“A lot of the 103 pounders will be
wrestling 112 this year and I’m not
sure if there are any tough freshmen,
so I’m kind of in the dark,” said
Francavilla. “But I have my sights on
the regions and want to make it to the
states.”
Expecting a fourth trip to the Region 3 tournament, senior Lucas
Francavilla, who won the district,
137-lb. crown and finished 24-5, is
expected to compete at 145, perhaps
dropping to 140 at the right time.
“I expect to do as well, actually
better than I did last year, and leave

the regions for the states,” commented
Francavilla. Possible county competition could be Charles Mueller from
Union and Lee Tomasso from
Westfield.
Senior Matt DeNichilo, who finished 17-7 and won the district 127lb. title, will be competing initially
at 140 and 145 but has been considering his possibilities.
“135 is still in the cards but most
likely 140 will be the class,” suggested DeNichilo. “But I want to win
the districts again and place in the
regions.”
Having a bit to prove this year is
junior Matt Loomis (215 lb.), who
tore up the mats last year before
being grounded for the remainder of
the season with a bout of mono. He
won the very tough John Goles Tournament held in Warren Hills, went
on to amass a 13-0 record and was
considered to be the best bet to have
a showdown in the UCT finals with
Rahway’s Danny Garay – the 2001

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Area Wrestling Note
A breakdown of prospective candidates for Union County wrestling honors will appear in the December 20 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The article will
focus primarily on schools in western Union County with some acknowledgment of the remainder of
the county.

Lady Raider Hoopsters Add
Talented Youth and Depth
By DAVID B. CORBIN

A smile came to the face of Head
Coach Brian Homm when considering this season’s outlook of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ basketball team.
“We’re young. We have three
freshmen who are going to contribute this year,” he said.
Freshmen, point guard Jennifer
Burke, 6’1” center Hillary
Klimowicz and forward Maura
Gillooly are expected to be those
contributors. “Jen can control the

Feeley and the Raiders will offer
plenty of depth and could be quite
formidable on the court.
Last year, the Raiders cracked
ninth-seeded Nutley, 46-32, in the
opener of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 NJSIAA tournament in
Scotch Plains before losing to topranked Shabazz. The Raiders have
also defeated rival Westfield twice
and finished 13-10.
The Raiders had a fine combination of Erin Gillooly scoring from
the inside and forward Pennella, the
team’s leading scorer, swishing shots

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Boy Cagers Believe
‘The Year’ Has Arrived

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

LAFORGE, GILLOOLY NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS IN SEARCH OF ‘THE YEAR’...The Blue Devils appear to be on the verge of their best year in over a
decade. Pictured, left to right, are seniors; Jim McKeon, Jay Cook, Dan Deserio, Adam Turner and Louis Mercer.

“Lindsay, we look for her to score a
lot from the outside.”
Homm added, “Kellie does a great
job defensively. She’s all hustle.
That’s what her game is about.
Meghan steals and can convert on
the fast break.
Coming off the bench, Feeley
and Coyle added some depth last
season and could even be more
involved this season.
“Colleen, Kate and (sophomore)
Jen Russell will be in the four or
five spot, so we will have more
depth than we had in the past,
which is nice,” expressed Homm.
“When people get tired, we can
give them a break but we also have
more competition within.”
However, with such a young
and talented team, Homm caut i o n e d, “T h e f r e s h m e n h ave
played together for a while. But
now they must be able to play
with the older kids. That’s going
to take some time for them to
know the system.”
As to his teams, outlook this
season, Homm said, “It’s too early
to tell. If it were midway through
the season, it would be easier to
answer. I like what I see. The future looks very good, including
this year. I’m not looking three
years down the road.”
The Raiders open at home
against Cherry Hill West on Saturday at 2 p.m.

For Westfield High School Football, it happened in 1998. For
Westfield boys’ soccer, it happened
in 1995. For Westfield boys’ basketball, it’s been quite awhile.
What is this? It’s called “The Year”,
the season when everything comes
together for a team and they lift
themselves above the competition.
The Blue Devil boys haven’t come
close to “The Year” in a long time. In
fact, they haven’t posted a winning
record in 12 years. But this 2001
season, when all the scrappy sophomores are now powerful seniors and
entering their final season, “TheYear”
could finally become a reality.
Westfield High School Gym, December 7, 3 p.m. Coach Kevin Everly
is on the court with junior Bobby
Wilt and senior Terrence Jenkins,
warming up with some perimeter
shots. On another basket, seniors Matt
Chazanow, Jay Cook, Adam Turner
and Chris Freisen and sophomore
Tyshon Blackmon are participating

in a mini dunk contest, entertaining
a small group of onlookers.
On an opposite basket, senior cocaptain Dan Deserio is bombing deep
three-pointers while junior Billy
Schultz rebounds.
This season for the Devils there
are many familiar faces, but this certainly is not the same team. The
mood in the gym is both relaxed and
excited. The boys want this year to
begin.
Practice begins with some shooting drills. Deserio, touted by www.
eteamz.com as the 11th best player
in the conference, doesn’t miss a
shot in the first three exercises.
By 3:30 p.m. all 12 members of the
team are on the court for a rebounding drill. Wrestling down the first
rebound is this year’s star Blue Devil
wide receiver Cook, while the quarterback, Louis Mercer, snatches the
second rebound. Next up is the star
junior striker for the soccer team,
Schultz who comes through with the
big board. This team is ready for
their “Year” in basketball, but the

Blue Devil Wrestlers Appear
Very Strong in Lower Classes
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much has been accomplished by
the Westfield High School wrestling team over the past three years.
In 1999, the Blue Devil matmen hit
rock bottom and probably had the
worst season in WHS history, which
included a 73 to (-1) thrashing at
the hands of Caldwell on January
23. In 2001, the young, rebuilding
Blue Devils finished 9-7, which
included a stunning, 39-29, win
over rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on January 17.
With the exception of one wrestler, the Blue Devils return nearly
the same team.
“This is the best that we have
looked since I have been here,” stated
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “We have
several kids, who are going to win
20 matches. I believe that everyone
in our lineup from 103 to 145 has a

chance to be a district finalist, not
that they will but it’s nice to know
that we are pretty tough there.”
Senior John Leonardis (130), juniors Ethan Powell (135) and Joe
DeCampo (112), and sophomore Lee
Tomasso (140) may be the Blue

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Lee Tomasso (140)
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Devils, who will have the most impact on the district and county level.
Last year, Leonardis finished 1310 at 125 and Powell finished 12-5
at 130.
“Both are very tough and each
could be a district or county champ,”
opined Kurz of Leonardis and
Powell.
DeCampo showed flashes of brilliance last year and finished fifth in
the Union County tournament at 112.
“Joe had a strong year, wrestled
over the summer and will be tough
to beat,” said Kurz of DeCampo
who will remain at 112. “He will
surprise some people this year.”
“I have put on a little size but I
should fit in at the class,” said
DeCampo. “I’m just shooting for
the best record possible. Anybody I
wrestle I want to beat.”
Last year as a freshman,
Tomasso had an impressive 18-8

Holiday Clearance

from the outside. LaForge’s hustle
hindered the opponents’ scoring ability and Reddington’s slight of hand
returned possession of the ball to
the Raiders.
“We have Erin, who we look inside to go to and, now, we have
Hillary that makes two people who
we can go inside to,” said Homm.

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

TOMASSO, DECAMPO, LEO, POWELL TO LEAD CHARGE

RAIDER CAGER CO-CAPTAINS...Seniors Erin Gillooly, left, and Kellie
LaForge will lead a young but very promising group of Raider basketball
players this season.

ball pretty well and Maura can play
in the two or three spot, and can
shoot the ball pretty well.”
Add those three freshmen to veteran senior Co-Captains Erin
Gillooly (center) and Kellie
LaForge,
juniors
Meghan
Reddington, Lindsay Pennella and
Colleen Coyle and sophomore Kate

players are certainly diverse, as many
are involved in other sports during
other seasons.
Next come the running and simulation drills. The team splits in half
for a blue vs. white scrimmage. The
white team loses a few games and
amasses more than two minutes of
penalty time sprinting up and down
the court. They’re tired and there’s a
drag in their step. Fatigue is evident.
Frustration is clearly apparent. CoCaptain Deserio has a lot riding on
his last year of Blue Devil basketball, and there’s a lot he’s frustrated
about.
“Everyone’s been through the
drills, we all know the deal. We’re
going to need a team effort, and
maybe for once we’re going to get
some respect,” he says.
Senior Adam Turner sees the lack
of respect for his team as something
that could work to their advantage.
“Teams will come in saying
‘Westfield is an automatic win’ but
we’re not going to be an automatic
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Raider Matmen See Success
Through Staying Healthy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

MAKING A GREAT SAVE...Blue Devil junior goaltender Scott Nuzzo makes
a save against Mendham in the season opener.

Blue Devil Icemen Mash
Mendham, Fall to Cougars
The Westfield High School Blue
Devil Ice Hockey team kicked off the
season with a 5-2 win over Mendham
on December 3 at Warinanco Park Ice
Rink in Roselle. Westfield used the
potent combination of a solid group
of senior leaders, along with a budding crop of talented freshmen and
returning juniors and sophomores to
their advantage.
The all-freshman/sophomore line
of Alex Regenstreich, Greg Speir
and Josh Newburg connected for four
points with Newburg netting a hat
trick and Regenstreich adding a goal
of his own. Sophomore Scott Simpson
also scored for the Blue Devils. Chris
Reed scored both Mendham goals.
Junior goaltender Scott Nuzzo had a
very strong game and a strong group

of veterans provided solid defense.
On December 5, the Blue Devils
faced off against rival the Cranford
Cougars for what will likely be the
only time this season, and the last
time for the Westfield seniors Neil
Ciemniecki, James Donovan and Bill
Steinfeld. Arguably the biggest game
of this young season for either team,
it was characterized by the rowdy
fans from both schools who packed
the stands at Warinanco Park Ice
Rink to see this long running rivalry.
The game was scoreless after a
tight first period but the Cougars
grabbed a 2-1 lead at the end of the
second. In the course of the third
period, the Cougars blew the game
wide open with four unanswered
goals to win 6-1.

Devil Keglers Place 2nd
In Bishop Ahr Classic
The Westfield High School bowling team finished second at the
Bishop Ahr Bowling Classic at
Carolier Lanes in South Brunswick
on December 8 behind Brick Memorial. The Blue Devils totaled 3,012 to
Brick’s 3,027.
Junior Matt Rothstein led the Blue
Devils with a three-game total of
672. Sophomore Brian Sanders rolled
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that on January 23,
2002 at 8:00 p.m. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the
Fanwood Planning Board will hold a public
hearing to consider the application of Commerce Bank, N.A. to erect a wall sign on the
property at 580 North Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 68, Lot 34
and 35, on the Fanwood Tax Map. The
following bulk variances are requested from
the Code of the Borough of Fanwood sign
ordinance:
93-15K(3)(b)(1) Nature of Deficiency: 1.5
feet Permitted: 2.5 feet; Present N/A; Proposed: 4 feet “C” wall-mounted logo sign.
93-15K(4)(a)(3) Nature of Deficiency: 59.5
feet Permitted: Total area of freestanding
and facade signs shall not exceed 30 sq.
feet; Present: N/A; Proposed: One (1) wallmounted 17.5 sq. feet “C” logo sign and one
(1) previously approved 72 sq. feet groundmounted sign.
Approval is also sought for such additional variances and design waivers from
the requirements of the Borough of Fanwood
Land Use Ordinances as may be necessary
or required at the time of the hearing.
All interested persons may be present
and heard.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
BRET KAPLAN, Esq.
Bateman, Coley, Yospin,
Kunzman, Davis & Lehrer, P.C.
15 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059
Attorney for Commerce Bank, N.A.
1 T – 12/13/01, The Times
Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-4615-01.
BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE,
PLAINTIFF VS. STEPHANIE STANLEY,
ET AL., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 17, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 9TH DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY TWO THOUSAND SEVENHUNDRED FIFTY & 04/100 ($122,750.04).
MUNICIPALITY: Elizabeth City
COUNTY: UNION
STATE OF NEW
JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 906 Grove
Street
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 6
LOT: 457
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 100 feet x 16.04
feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 67.0 feet
from Washington Avenue
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED TWENTY NINE
THOUSAND
EIGHT
&
44/100
($129,008.44) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
WILLIAM M. E. POWERS JR.
CHARTERED
737 Stokes Road
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-756273 (WL)
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27
& 1/03/01
Fee: $177.48

a 645 and junior Willy Masket totaled 584.
Last year, the young Blue Devils
placed fifth in the state tournament
also held at Carolier Lanes. Eastern
Regional of south Jersey, came away
with the title, totaling 2,955 and
Westfield had a total of 2,828 behind
the Cranford Cougars who totaled
2,871.
Earlier in the season, Westfield
had competed against Eastern Regional in the Mid-Winter Classic and
the Bishop Ahr tournament and
placed ahead of them both times.
Rothstein finished 26th in the state
tournament with a series of 560 and
Masket, who did not qualify for the
individual championship, rolled very
well with games of 225, 226 and 161
for a series of 612.
TOP 5 TEAMS:
1. Brick Memorial 3,027, 2.
Westfield 3,012, 3. Hudson Catholic 2,975, 4. Colonia 2,968, 5.
Passaic 2,964

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY DOCKET NO.
17949-01
FILE NO. 4849-01
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT SERVICES, INC.;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054,
Chatham Township, New Jersey 07928, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which AMERICAN TAX FUNDING, LLC is the plaintiff and BETTY F.
BROWN, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-17949-01 within thirty-five
(35) days after DECEMBER 13, 2001 exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against
you for relief demanded in the Complaint,
and Amendment to Complaint, if any. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services
Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s):
1. A certain tax certificate 980400, recorded on 8/11/1998, made by
STEVEN M. DAVIS, Collector of Taxes
of PLAINFIELD, and State of New
Jersey to AMERICAN BANKERS INSURANCE CO and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, AMERICAN TAX
FUNDING, LLC. This covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey,
known as LOT 31 BLOCK 343 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD, and concerns premises
commonly known as 754 ST. MARYS
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT
SERVICES, INC., are made party defendant to the above foreclosure action because on March 25, 1996, Betty Brown
executed a mortgage to Neighborhood Investment Services, Inc. in the amount of
$9,800.00, which mortgage was recorded
on April 18, 1996 in the Union County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office in Mortgage Book 5891 at
page 0115. This constitutes a subordinate
lien on the subject property and or any lien,
claim or interest you may have in, to or
against the subject premises.
DONALD F. PHELAN,
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
4 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T – 12/13/01, The Leader
Fee:$71.91

state champion at 215. During the
off-season and throughout the football season, Loomis has spent a lot of
time in the weight room, increasing
his strength and endurance.
“As hard as I have been pushing
myself, I hope to qualify for the
states,” said Loomis. “I have been
drilling a lot of different moves, especially takedowns so I don’t want to
be predictable in my matches.”
Freshman Steve Mineo could be
considered to be very influential at
112 and senior Pat Romeo could
surprise many at 130.
“He took third in the junior states
last year. He’s tough. You should
watch Derek and him wrestle each

David B. Corbin for The d Leader and The Times

Derek Francavilla (103)

other,” said DeNichilo of Mineo.
“And Pat (Romeo) will surprise some
people. He’s a really tough kid in the
room. He really works.”
Raider 147-lb. freshman Andrew
Silber earned a trip to the Region 3
tournament and is expected to compete at 160. Freshman Charlie Bachi,
who also qualified for the regions at
152, is expected to begin at 171.
Sophomore Andrew Loomis will
anchor the heavyweight slot.
More than individual achievement,
DeNichilo has a very favorable opinion of the team’s chances. “I hope we
win the conference again. We lost it
last year. We want it back. I think we
have a good chance to win the districts. We have a lot of kids who will
place if not win it. It will be the first
time in 24 years. (SP-F won the
District 12 title in 1978).”
POSSIBLE LINEUP AND GRADE:
103: — D. Francavilla (10)
112: — Steve Mineo (9)
119: — Erik Connelly (10)
125: — Ron Ferrara (10)
130: — Pat Romeo (12)
135: — Chris Sprague (11)
140: — L. Francavilla (12)
145: — M. DeNichilo (12)
152: — Tyler Stender (12)
160: — A. Silber (10)
171: — Charlie Bachi (10)
189: — Mike Giannachi (10)
215: — Matt Loomis (11)
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (10)

Devil Gymnast Caravello Gets
Selected All-State First Team
Westfield High School senior
Lauren Caravello has been selected
All-State First Team in gymnastics
by The Star Ledger for the third time
in her high school career. This year,
Lauren was named All-State in all
four events, the vault, uneven bars,
balance beam and floor exercises.
Jessica Caravello, who was named to
the Second Team, was named AllState for her proficiency in the floor
exercises.
Lauren Caravello, who was the
state champion in the unevens in
1998 and 1999, has won four Union
County and North Section 2 AllAround titles. This year, Lauren demonstrated her versatility by capturing
the state title on the balance beam.
Lauren and Jessica were also se-

lected as the North, Section 2 Gymnasts of the Year.
In North, Section 2, Lauren
Caravello was number one in the vault,
balance beam and all-around and second on the floor and unevens. Jessica
was first in the unevens and floor and
second in the vault and all-around.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Kyla
Mendes was third on the unevens and
beam ad teammate Jackie DeJohn
was second on the beam.
Westfield High School Head Coach
Melissa Greenwald, who led her team
to a 13-0 dual meet record, was named
North, Section 2 Coach of the Year.
This year, the Blue Devils won their
ninth-straight Union County and
fourth-straight North, Section 2
crowns.

Devils Kielar, Bennett Make
All-Group 4, Third Team
Westfield High School first singles
tennis players Ali Bennett and
Katherine Kielar were named to the
All-Group 4, Third Team by The Star
Ledger. Bennett and Kielar defeated
Megan Lyons and Emily Moore of
Summit, 6-1, 6-4, for the Union
County title.
The Blue Devils captured the
Union County Tournament team title.
Bennett and Kielar were also named
to the All-Area, Second Team by The
Courier News and to the All-Union
County (UC) First Team by The Star
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-6420-01
SALOMON BROTHERS REALTY
CORP., PLAINTIFF VS. LUCINDA
VARGES, ET AL., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 9TH DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
NINTY ONE THOUSAND FOUR-HUNDRED & 75/100 ($191,400.75).
The mortgaged premises are described
as follows: ALL THAT certain land and
premises situated in the Municipality of Elizabeth, County of Union, State of New Jersey,
and more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING, AT A POINT-IN THE
NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF MARTIN
STREET DISTANT SOUTHEASTERLY
ALONG THE SAME 125.00 FEET FROM
THE INTERSECTION OF SAID LINE OF
MARTIN STREET AND THE SOUTHEASTERLY LINE OF SMITH STREET;
RUNNING THENCE:
(1) NORTH 29 DEGREES 26 MINUTES
EAST 100.00 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE
(2) SOUTH 64 DEGREES 06 MINUTES
EAST 25.01 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE
(3) SOUTH 29 DEGREES 26 MINUTES
WEST 102.88 FEET TO A POINT IN SAID
NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF MARTIN
STREET; THENCE
(4) ALONG THE SAME NORTH 57
DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST 25.00
FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF
BEGINNING.
BEING COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 857
Martin Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey
Block 7 Lot 899 Tax map of Elizabeth
There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED THOUSAND SIXHUNDRED EIGHTY SIX & 37/100
($200,686.37) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
WILLIAM M. E. POWERS JR.
CHARTERED
737 Stokes Road
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-756269 (WL)
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27
& 01/03/01
Fee: $232.56

Ledger. Brittany Miller made the AllUC Second Team and All-Area Honorable Mention.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood first
singles player Elizabeth Pilkington
made the All-UC First Team and the
All-Area Honorable Mention list.
Union Catholic Viking Angela Wiggs
made the All-UC Second Team.
Governor Livingston Highlander
Kristen Turturiello was named AllArea Second Team and to the All-UC
First Team. Highlanders Michelle
Rosenthal and Connie Souder were
selected to the All-UC Second Team.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-4419-00
U S BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
TR U/A DTD 3/1/99, PLAINTIFF VS .
EDUARDO STALLINGS AND YOLANDE
L. JENNINGS, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JULY 19, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FIFTY FOUR THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED FOUR & 36/100 ($154,504.36).
The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 674 Jefferson
Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey assessed
as 672 Jefferson Avenue, Elizabeth, New
Jersey.
It is known and designated as Block 12,
Lot 413.
The dimensions are unavailable.
Nearest cross street: Situate on the northwesterly line of Jefferson Avenue, 30.00
feet from the southwesterly line of Louisa
Street.
Prior lien(s): Tax Sale Cert. #006466 sold
4/10/00 to JNH Funding corp. in the original
amount of $1,044.24. Tax Sale Cert.
#006879 sold 6/11/01 to CT/MD Sass in the
original amount of $4,492.56. The total
amount due as of 9/28/01 for property taxes
and lien payoff is in the aggregate sum of
$11,060.01. Subject to unpaid taxes and
municipal liens. Amount due will be announced at the Sheriff’s Sale or is available
upon written request to plaintiff’s attorneys.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY
THREE & 56/100 ($165,773.56) together
with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LLP
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756261 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $228.48
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SEEKING EVEN LOFTIER HEIGHTS...Blue Devil senior Jay Cook, left, is
expected to be one of the major scorers for the Westfield High School boys’
basketball team.

Westfield Boy Cagers Believe
‘The Year’ Has Arrived
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

win this year,” he said.
Both of these stars, as well as six
other members of the squad, have
been here before. Deserio, McKeon,
Cook and junior Eric Turner remember the four-win 1999 season, and
even more of these current players
remember the semi-disappointing 912 season last year.
“This is definitely the year we
have to do it,” said Cook. “We’ve
been working for this since our sophomore year, getting pushed around by
other teams and now it’s ‘now or
never.’”
Coach Everly sees this year as the
best shot he’s ever had for a winning
season, but doesn’t mask the fact that
the competition will be tough as
well. “We’ve gotten a lot better, but
the teams we’ll face have gotten
better too,” he said.
The key for Everly, however, above
everything else, is that he has experience on his side. “We know the
gyms, the other players and most
importantly we know each other.
That’s key in gelling and coming
together.”
Mirroring his comments, Deserio

and Eric Turner are running the floor
as practice winds down, alleyooping to each other and playing
cooperative D. They look like
they’ve played together for decades,
and the electricity is growing
through the gym.
Maybe this year the boys will attract some fans. “No one wants to
only play in front of their parents,”
says Deserio, explaining another element of his frustration. He predicts
a run at the states for the Blue Devils,
and a conference championship.
Maybe if they can achieve those
things the fans will come.
Mercer has high hopes for the Blue
Devils as well. “We’ve got a lot of
weapons, we’re strong at every position. We’ll have five players on the
floor at all times who can score.”
Scoring, experience, confidence.
Everly ends practice with a short
speech to his players. “Some people
might try to find shortcuts. No more
shortcuts.”
This year, unlike many before it,
Westfield’s in it for the long haul.
And who knows? Maybe it could end
up being “The Year.”

Mahran and Wallden Selected
All-UC Runners of the Year
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Bob Wallden was selected All-Union County (UC) Runner of the Year by The Star Ledger
and All-Area, Runner of the Year by
The Courier News in Boys’ Cross
Country. Westfield senior Sarah
Mahran was named All-UC Runner
of the Year in Girls’ Cross Country
and the Blue Devil squad was named
All-UC Team of the Year.
SP-F Raider Brian Kopnicki was
named All-UC First Team and AllArea Second Team. Walter Biner
and Zack McGuire were named to
the All-UC Second Team and AllArea Third Team and Peter Bassman
made the All-UC Second Team and

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.

All-Area Honorable Mention.
Westfield Blue Devil Dan Driscoll
made All-UC Third Team and AllArea Honorable Mention. Governor
Livingston’s Alex Hotz made AllUC Second Team and All-Area Honorable Mention. Highlander Milo
Venter was named to the All-UC
Third Team.
Blue Devil Mahran also was named
to the All-Area Second Team. Teammate Erin McClellan made the AllUC First Team and All-Area Third
Team. Michelle Madorma and
Theresa Murphy, both All-UC Second Team, were named All-Area
Honorable Mention as was Melissa
Richey, who also made All-UC Third
Team. Blue Devil Sara Heitner was
selected to the All-UC Second Team.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood runner
Lindsay Curry made the All-UC Second Team and All-Area Honorable
Mention and Raider Mary Shashaty
made the All-UC Third Team. Governor Livingston junior Megs
DiDario made the All-UC First Team
and the All-Area Third Team.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-8414-99
FT MORTGAGE COMPANIES, PLAINTIFF vs. PABLO MELENDEZ, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 10, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FIFTEEN THOUSAND ONE-HUNDRED
NINTY SIX & 73/100 ($115,196.73).
Property to be sold is located in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey
Premises commonly known as 501 West
End Avenue, Elizabeth New Jersey 07202
BEING KNOWN as LOT 13, BLOCK
1514, on the official Tax Map of the City of
Elizabeth
Dimensions: 128.54 feet X 34.18 feet X
119.63 feet X 33.00 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Pennington Avenue
The Sheriff hereby reserves the right
to adjourn this sale without further notice by publication.
Subject to unpaid taxes, assessments,
water and sewer liens
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED TWENTY TWO THOUSAND TWENTY ONE & 06/100
($122,021.06) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, P.C.
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-756259 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-8185-01
CHASE MANHATTAN SERVICES,
INC., A DELAWARE CORP., PLAINTIFF
vs. CARLOS E. BUITRAGO, ET ALS.,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 23, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY THOUSAND FOUR-HUNDRED
FORTY FOUR & 08/100 ($140,444.08).
All that certain land and premises situated
in the City of Elizabeth, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot: 1041 W13; Block: 13
on the Tax Map of the City of Elizabeth
Nearest Cross Street: Magic Avenue
Approximate Dimensions: 35.00 feet x
209.00 feet x 35.00 feet x 209.00 feet
Being more commonly known as: 241243 Orchard Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208
Pursuant to a municipal tax search
dated 8.24.01
Subject to: 3rd quarter 2001 taxes
$879.13 due 9.10.01, 4th quarter $879.12
due 11.1.01; water to 6.16.01 $93.37 open
& penalty
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND
EIGHT-HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE & 76/
100 ($150,885.76) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
HILL WALLACK
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
202 Carnegie Center
Princeton, New Jersey 08543-5226
CH-756257 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $204.00
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GL Matmen Envision
Improved Season
By DAVE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Governor Livingston High
School wrestling team returns its
entire team and will be guided by
veteran Head Coach Rick Iaconno,
who previously headed the Jonathan
Dayton and Middlesex programs.
Topping the list of wrestlers will be
senior Jon Regenye (145), juniors
Shawn Coughlin (215) and Colin

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD PROSPECTS FOR POST SEASON... Blue Devil junior Joe DeCampo,
left, and sophomore Lee Tomasso have a good chance to qualify for the Region
3 tournament after the regular season.

Blue Devil Wrestlers Appear
Very Strong in Lower Classes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

record at 135.
“He is a great athlete. This year, he
won’t see himself as a freshman.
Hopefully, he will see himself as
someone who should be dominating
his weight class,” said Kurz.
In the fall, Tomasso played on the
soccer team that won the North Jersey, Section 2 Group 4 title and entered wrestling season in relatively
good condition. Tomasso grinned and
said, “Well, nothing really compares
endurancewise to wrestling but it
helped me a little bit. I have a year
under my belt and have been working very hard in practice.”
Aware of some of his competition,
Tomasso commented, “I’m probably
going to be going against (Lucas)
Francavilla (Scotch PlainsFanwood), who beat me last year.
I’m looking forward to wrestling him.
Maybe (Chuck) Mueller (135 county
champ) from Union will be in my
class. He will be tough. I believe that
I have the ability to do well in the
districts. It all depends on how hard
I work.”
Junior Dan MacDonald, who competed at 145 last year, has been looking strong and will remain at the
same class.

“He may be the most improved
wrestler in our room. He spent quality time wrestling over the summer.
He’s intense and he’s physical,” said
Kurz.
Junior Gil Arbitsman or sophomore Chris Johnson will vie for the
152 and 160-lb. spots, senior Chris
Gismondi will compete at 171, senior Mike Barbeire will occupy 189
and sophomore Nick Gismondi is
expected to wrestle at 215. Senior
Chris MacKay, who placed second
in the district last year at heavyweight, has not been practicing with
the team.
The Blue Devils will host Newark
East Side tomorrow in their season
opener, then will compete in the
Kearny Tournament on Saturday.
POSSIBLE LINEUP:
(Pending Wrestleoffs)
103: — Rob Mensch (10)
112: — DeCampo (11)
119: — Jake Kramer (11)
125: — Eric Gale (12) or Tom DelDuca (9)
130-135: — Leonardis (12) or Powell (11)
140: — Lee Tomasso (10)
145: — MacDonald (11)
152-160: — Arbitsman (11) or Johnson
(10)
171: — Chris Gismondi (12)
189: — Barbiere (12)
215: — Nick Gismondi (10)
Hwt: — open

Blue Devil Cutro Selected
UC Soccer Player of Year
Westfield High School senior
goalie Kevin Cutro has been selected
Union County (UC) Player of the
Year in boys’ soccer by The Star
Ledger. Additionally, he was named
All-State Second Team. Cutro headed
a list of six Blue Devils to receive
All-UC recognition.
Blue Devils Billy Schultz and
Adam Yoffie along with Cutro were
named to the UC First Team, Dan
Caprario made the Second Team and
Gerritt Ill and Anthony Tomasso were
named to the third team.

Devil MacDonald Gets
All-Area Second Team
Westfield High School senior
Caitlin MacDonald was selected AllArea Second Team in Field Hockey
by The Courier News for her strong
defensive play. MacDonald also netted five goals and four assists.
Senior Christina Popola, who
scored nine goals and had five assists, was named to the Third Team
and Katherine Hild, Lauren Solon
and Miriam Zichlin were selected as
Honorable Mentions. Governor
Livingston Highlanders Katrina
Blasi, Kristen Hauser and Kerri
Moore were also Honorable Mentions.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Reorganizational Meeting of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains scheduled for January 3,
2002 has been cancelled. The
Reorganizational Meeting will now take place
at the Board’s regularly-scheduled meeting
on January 10, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. followed
by the hearing of applications to commence
at 7:30 p.m.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains
1 T – 12/13/01, The Times
Fee: $15.81

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished
as the Union County champions and
placed six on the All-UC list. Raiders
Ray DiNizo, Taylor Cole and Ryan
Breznitsky made the First Team,
Mike Kobliska and Ricky Fleissner
were selected to the Second Team
and Jeff Hensal was named to the
Third Team.
Governor Livingston Highlander
scoring ace Jake DiIorio made the
First Team and Jon Regenye was
named Second Team. Union Catholic Viking Paulo Oliveira was selected Third Team.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Shawn Coughlin (215)

Price (171-189) and sophomore Tim
Vanderveer (125).
Coughlin captured the District 12
217-lb. title in South Plainfield and
finished with a 27-6 record. “I lost to
Dan Garay (Rahway) last year in the
regions, he went on to win the states,
so I’m hoping to come back and win
the regions but there is some good
competition. (Matt) Loomis (Scotch
Plains) will be tough and (Jareem)
Miranda from Whippany Park,”
Coughlin pointed out.
Price grabbed third in the district
at 171 last year and also pulled a

stunning upset over then undefeated
Barry Stein of Union.
“I hope to place in the regions but
I have to work hard to get there,” said
Price.
Regenye finished 23-7 and took
second in the Union County Tournament (UCT) last year at 145 and will
compete in the same class this year.
“I know it’s going to be a tough
class but I’m hoping to qualify for
the regions,” said Regenye.
Vandeveer finished 19-8 at 112
last year but has been working out
with his brother Brett (University of
Pennsylvania) all summer. Additionally, he has packed on some muscle
and will initially be wrestling at 125.
“I may check out 119 and see how
I feel,” he said. “I have been working
out hard with the weights all summer
and my brother has been showing me
some moves.”
Fullowan placed fourth in the UCT
and third in District 12 last year at
125 and finished 20-12. This season,
he expects to compete at 130.
Considering his chances this season, he said, “It’s a tough district.
Anybody from South Plainfield is going to be tough and I lost to (Carl)
Riccio from Watchung Hills last year.
I got to the first round of the regions last
year, so I want to improve upon that.”
The Highlanders have additional
experience in juniors Marcello
Cavellero (160) and Eric Serrano (140145), sophomores Ricky Lecomte
(119) and Justin Coughlin (135) and
freshman Mark Vanderveer (112).
“I have been making changes in
our style but it takes time learning
my system,” said Iaconno. “We are
going to be competitive. I am very
pleased with their intensity.”

Lang, Babicz, Pitts Selected
All-Group 2nd Team Soccer
Westfield High School senior
Morgan Lang was selected to the
Second Team, All-Group 4 Girls’
Soccer by The Star Ledger. Lang
helped the Blue Devils turn around
their season to become the Union
County (UC) champions and
headed a group of four Blue Devils, who were named to the AllUnion County list.
Westfield, also named the UC Team
of the Year, began its season unable
to find the net and had a shaky 2-4-1
start but jelled to win when it counted
with UCT wins over A. L. Johnson,
Cranford, Summit and New Providence. Lang, who was First Team
All-UC, was joined by Jenny Hayes
and Susan Williams, who made the

Second Team, and Megan Connors,
who made the Third Team.
Union Catholic Vikings Rebecca
Babicz and Amanda Pitts were named
to the All-Parochial Second Team
and teammate Katie Marshall was
selected to the Third Team. Babicz,
Marshall and Pitts were also named
to the All-UC First Team.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior Jill
Koscielecki made the All-Group 3
Third Team and was named to the
All-UC First Team. Raider Kellie
LaForge was selected to the All-UC
Second Team and Jayme Ferraro
made the All-UC Third Team.
Governor Livingston Highlander
Kaitlin Anders was named to the AllUC Third Team.

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
Well Defend You In Court!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Call

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

GARY J. GRABAS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
December 6, 2001, the following decisions
of the Board were memorialized:
Granted a renewal of a Temporary Operating Permit with conditions to Peter
Sanguiliano t/a Sanguiliano Garden Center to utilize the property at 2524-2545 Route
22 West (Block 4802, Lots 9, 10, 11 12),
Scotch Plains for the display and retail sale
of Christmas trees and related holiday items
and to utilize temporary signage in connection therewith.
Granted a Temporary Operating Permit
with conditions to Elizabeth Pilate and
Andre English Pilate to utilize the premises located at 1570 King Street (Block
11501, Lot 4), Scotch Plains for the operation of businesses for accounting, computer and telephone answering purposes
only.
Granted front- and side-yard setback variances with conditions to Steve and Caren
Comeau in conjunction with the addition of
a front porch and new garage to the premises located at 1624 King Street (Block
11501, Lot 9), Scotch Plains.
Granted a rear-yard setback variance with
conditions to Scott and Judith Kersey in
conjunction with the addition of a rear-yard
deck at the property located at 309 William
Street (Block 4002, Lot 9), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains
1 T – 12/13/01, The Times
Fee: $34.17

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

The Law Office of

JON M. BRAMNICK
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ARE YOU
IGNORING A
WARNING
SIGN?

SNORING

Snoring may be
a symptom of sleep
apnea, a potentially lifethreatening sleep disorder
linked to high blood pressure,
stroke and heart attack. If you
think you or someone you love may
be at risk, call for an appointment today.
Diagnosis and treatment of
pediatric sleep disorders also available.

Call 973-971- 4567 • Sleep Disorder Center
Accredited by American Sleep Disorder Association

Morristown Memorial Hospital
ATLANTIC

H E A LT H

SYSTEM

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Matt Daly, No. 1

Blue Devil Daly Named
Grid Player of the Year
Westfield High School senior Matt
Daly was selected All-Area Football
Defensive Player of the Year by The
Courier News. Daly headed a list of
eight Blue Devils, 10 Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders and five Governor
Livingston Highlanders to receive
All-Area recognition.
Daly, who led Westfield with 121
tackles and nine sacks, was joined
for All-Area First Team honors by
teammates defensive safety, Jay
Cook, and offensive lineman Matt
Anzell. Lineman Chris MacKay was
selected to the Second Team Offense
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood adjourned their special meeting of
December 6, 2001 to December 17, 2001
and will continue the hearing on the Downtown Redevelopment Plan for Block
Bounded by South, Martine, and LaGrande
Avenues and Second Street prepared by
Abeles, Phillips, Preiss & Shapiro Inc. This
meeting will be held at 8 P.M. in the Mayor
& Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Official action will be taken at the Special
Meeting.
The normal agenda hearing scheduled
for this night will be heard immediately following this Special Meeting.
Ruth K. Page
Secretary,
Planning Board
1 T – 12/13/01, The Times
Fee: $19.89

while tight end Brian Butts made the
Third Team Offense and Terrence
Jenkins made the Third Team defense. Matt Brinkman and Louis
Mercer were named Honorable Mentions.
SP-F Raider lineman Rob Mattar
was named All-Area First Team Offense while linebacker Andrew
Pavoni and defensive back Ray Williams were selected All-Area First
Team defense. Steve Williams (defensive back), Brian Schiller (quarterback) and Kyle Adams (halfback)
were named to the Second Team and
Brad Belford (center) was named to
the Third Team. Chris Feighner, Josh
Finkelstein and Josh Wexler were
named Honorable Mentions.
Highlander offensive lineman Dan
Legiec was named to the Third Team.
Brian Dressel, Mike Fullowan, Marty
Moroney and Colin Price were named
as Honorable Mentions.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.

from our “Family” to yours

M err y Christmas
Happy Hanukkah
May the peace, joy and love of the
holiday season remain in your
hearts throughout the year.
SPECIALIZING IN MUTUAL FUNDS SINCE 1960
Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood NJ, 07023

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
MARKET REPORT
908-322-1800
Member NASD & SIPC
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SP-F PAL ‘B’ Captures
Surburban League Title

Highlanders Paul Kelly, left, and Adam Englemeyer

GL Highlander Icemen Eye
Hockey State Playoffs
The Governor Livingston High
School’s Varsity Ice Hockey Squad has
joined other area teams competing in the
Central Blue Conference. As a result of
the recent NJSIAA realignment, the Highlanders will face off against Jonathon
Dayton, Arthur L. Johnson, West Orange, Newark East Side, Passaic Valley
and Montclair-Kimberly. Non-conference games against Madison, Millburn,
Mahwah, Montville and Cranford are
also planned.
The team should be well equipped this
season. Almost all the players attended
hockey camp and/or clinics during the
summer and three of the skaters are travel
team members.
Looking forward, returning Head
Coach Paul Kostrowski said, “It is exciting to see the talent of our freshman, and
the veteran players who have been to so
many camps. Last season we played in
order to be ranked in a certain division.
This year we will be in a truly competitive one. I am proud that GL is part of the
tremendous growth of high school Ice

Hockey in the State of New Jersey.”
Assistant Coach Chris Mikolajcyk
notes, “Being with the Governor
Livingston ice hockey program since
its inception I feel that this is our strongest team yet to date. After graduating
only four seniors we have a solid core
of players who have been together at
least two years. I feel that our chemistry is the key to our success this season,
and having been placed into a truly
competitive division, I think an obtainable goal for this team is to make it to
the state playoff tournament. I look
forward to our strongest and most successful year yet.”
The Highlander lineup includes: Seniors Steve Brown, Jason Corwin, Jason
Krawczyk, Chris Pagano, Gupreet Phull,
Scott Pringle; Juniors Ryan Anderson,
Kevin Giglio, Paul Kelley, Kyle Weltman
and David Wilkin; Sophomores Rob
Condrillo, Bruno Kruse, Jon Landis,
Adam Englemeyer and KevinWeinstock;
Freshmen Anthony Internicola and Joe
Pijanowski.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-12661-00
UNION COUNTY SAVINGS BANK,
PLAINTIFF vs. SANTA VIZCIANO, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED OCTOBER 30, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWELVE THOUSAND EIGHT-HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT & 15/100
($112,848.15).
The property to be sold is located in ELIZABETH, in the County of UNION, and the
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 215 REID STREET,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201
Tax Lot No. ACCT#1495, in Block No.
WARD: 8
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 31
feet wide by 100 feet long. IRREGULAR
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the
SOUTHEASTERLY side of REID STREET,
distant 175 feet from the NORTHEASTERLY side of EAST GRAND STREET.
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED TWENTY SIX THOUS A N D F I F T Y S E V E N & 38 / 1 0 0
($126,057.38) together with lawful interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FRANK J MARTONE, P.C.
COUNSELLORS-AT-LAW
4 Brighton Road
Clifton, New Jersey 07012
CH-755654 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-1287-01
HOMESIDE LENDING, INC., PLAINTIFF vs. CYNTHIA GARCIA AND MR.
GARCIA, HER HUSBAND; ET ALS., DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 05, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED NINTY & 26/100 ($184,290.26).
The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
LOT 311 QUAL. W03, BLOCK 3 COMMONLY KNOWN AS 450 EAST JERSEY
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07206
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
100 feet wide by 25 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
SOUTHWESTERLY side of EAST JERSEY STREET, 150 feet from the SOUTHEASTERLY side of FIFTH STREET
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINTY SEVEN THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED FORTY FOUR &
78/100 ($197,944.78) together with lawful
interest and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
SUITE J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-756080 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $187.68

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
football teams will have their annual
brunch honoring all the players who
participated on December 16. Included will be the “B” team that
defeated Westfield, 12-6, to claim
their second-straight Suburban League
title, finishing 10-0 – 20-0 in two
seasons.
The championship game against
Westfield was decided in overtime
when Matt Huether scored from four
yards. A key interception by William
Renfree highlighted a strong defensive effort. Dave Belford led the offense, rushing for 110 yards and passing for 46 yards. Huether had 41 yards
rushing and Tom Pennella provided
the blocking.
Success was attributed to a total
team effort. The offensive line of Colin
Campbell, Greg Brand, Matt Wolff,
Stephen Wenson, John Badala and
Jamie Sensor provided the protection
to allow the backs to rush for over
1,700 yards and pass for 570 yards.
The running game consisted of
Huether (465 yds), Pennella (260 yds),
Andrew Lyons (164 yds) and Belford
(565 yds). The passing attack accounted for 11 touchdowns with Jason Zelesnik receiving five of them.

Lyons had 18 catches for 269 yds and
tight end Robert Scibek had six receptions for 75 yards.
SP-F outscored their opponents 24042. The defense created numerous
turnovers, recorded four shutouts and
forced 12 fumbles with Brand, Richard Nix and Pennella recovering two
each. Linebacker Scibek led the team
with three interceptions and James
Spaeth returned one for a touchdown.
The defensive line consisted of
Lauren Mains (21 tackles), Brand,
Campbell, Badala, Pat McGuiness,
Michael Blaes, Jesse Viands and Nix.
Linebackers Scibek, Wolff, Pennella
and Nick Yanselis stopped opposing
ball carriers. The secondary of Kyle
Chase, Renfree, Josh Merer, Huether
and Joe Bianco allowed no touchdown
passes. Belford led in tackles with 29
and Campbell had 26 while Brand and
Scibek each had 24 tackles.
Belford amassed 90 points, scoring
nine Tds and kicking 15 PATs, to win
the scoring title. Huether scored eight
Tds for 48 pts, Pennella and Zelesnik
each had 30 points. Andrew Lyons
had four Tds. Scibek, Chase and
Spaeth each found the goal line once.
The Raiders were coached by Ed
Belford, Wes Chase and Bill Lyons.

FSPY Boy Piranhas Swamp
Ridgewood ‘Y’, 106-102
The Fanwood-Scotch PlainsYMCA
(FSPY) boys swim team defeated
Ridgewood, 106-102, on December 8.
FSPY took charge immediately in
the individual medley with Zach Peart
(9-10) taking first with 1:17:31 and
Peter Livolsi third with 1:28:10. Scottie Marino (11-12) and John Guiffre

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-20539-00
EQUITY ONE, INC., PLAINTIFF vs.
SAMUEL D. LOFTON, SARAH E.
LOFTON, AND TMS MORTGAGE INC.
DBA THE MONEY STORE, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED APRIL 17, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is SEVENTY FIVE
THOUSAND THREE-HUNDRED FIFTY
TWO & 51/100 ($75,352.51).
The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey, also known as 1016 Anna
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
BEING Lot 149, Block 8 on the City of
Elizabeth Tax Map.
Dimensions: (Approximately) 28 feet by
115 feet.
Nearest cross street: located approximately 375 feet from the intersection of
Anna Street and Catherine Street.
There is due approximately the sum of
EIGHTY ONE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY TWO & 28/100
($81,772.28) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
DILWORTH PAXSON LLP
LAW OFFICES
Liberty View - Suite 700
PO Box 2570
Cherry Hill, New Jersey08034
CH-755956 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $185.64

finished first and second with times of
1:06:55 and 1:14:15.
In freestyle, (8Us) swept with Ryan
Henkels (18:26) first, Michael Daly
second (18:34) and Aris Pshojos
(18:79) third. In the 50 free (9-10s)
Erick Walker (30:58) first, Andrew
Smith (32:78) second and Donny
Keenan (33:40) third. Daniel Livolsi
(11-12) and David Hauptman (1314) also finished first.
The Piranhas continued breaststroke
with first place finishes by Peart (910), Marino (11-12) and Patrick
Daurio (13-14). Jonathon Kosenick
(9-10) placed second with 47:67. Steve
Swenson (15-18) placed second with
2:19:16 and Eric Swenson third with
2:23:11. (8Us) Cameron Kupfer and
Greg Baliko placed second and third.
In the backstroke, Smith (9-10)
placed first at (39:67). Billie Swenson
(13-14) touched first in the 100 back
(1:03:24) and James Livolsi was third
(1:05:79). Kevin Bobenchic (15-18)
and Ryan Hauptman placed second
and third.
Michael Henkels (9-10) placed third
in butterfly at 38:85 and Jonathon
Feeley (11:12) placed third with a
best time of 32:53. Michael Sheffield
(13-14) placed second with 1:03:97.
(15-18s) Brian Gartner placed first
(55:61) and V. Chen second (57:19).
Matt Green (11-12) in freestyle, Ryan
Cleary (9-10) in butterfly and Sean
Lockier (9-10) in breaststroke had
fast swims.

Westfield Basketball
Fill the Gym Night
Set December 21
Westfield girls of all ages are
invited to attend the first annual
Fill The Gym Night on Friday,
December 21. Westfield’s girls’
junior varsity (5:30 p.m.) and varsity (7 p.m.) basketball teams will
be playing next-town rival
Cranford at Westfield High School.
Admission is free, but be prepared for an exciting night.

SUBURBAN LEAGUE CHAMPS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL “B” team
won the Suburban League Football title. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Josh Merer, Jason Zelesnik, Pat McGuiness, Michael Blaes, Joe Bianco,
William Renfree, Jessie Viands and Matt Huether; middle row, Richard Nix,
Kyle Chase, Nick Yanselis, Andrew Lyons, Greg Brand, Stephen Wenson,
Lauren Mains and Coach Lyons; back row, Coach Belford, Robert Scibeck,
Dave Belford, James Spaeth, Matt Wolff, Colin Campbell, John Badala, Jamie
Sensor, Thomas Pennella and Coach Chase.

FSPY ‘B’ Swimmers Top
Hillsborough YMCA
The Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA
girls ‘B’ swimming team were triumphant over the Hillsborough Y.
FSPY swept the 9-10 IM with Alison
Haggan (1:28.89), Kim Many and Melissa Fitzgibbon. Kate Johnson
(1:20.86) and Katelyn Cavanagh
packed a one-two punch in the 11-12
100 IM as did 13-14s Nichole Zoller
(2:37.87) and Diane Fitzpatrick in the
200. 15-18 Judy Wicker-Briscoe won
the IM in 2:39.58.
In freestyle, 11-12 Jillian Murphy
(28.43), 13-14 Rachel Dolgin (1:07.28),
and 15-18 Jesse Foster (1:05.30) each
won. (8U) Angelica Ewaska and 11-12
Caitlyn Daly took second while (9-10s)
Kim Wenson and Rebecca Clapp locked
up second and third.
In breaststroke, Kim Many (47.08),
Taylor Guiffre and Amanda Gianni
swept the 9-10 50 while (8Us) Gabrielle
Titone (29.60) and Nicole Buzzanca
and 13-14s Nichole Zoller (1:26.80)
and Sarah Schwartz produced one-two
finishes. Lindsay Hauptman (11-12)
and Christine Feury (15-18) captured
third.
Winners in backstroke were: (9-10)

Cheryl Monteiro (40.66), (11-12) Kate
Johnson (37.35), (13-14) Rachel
Dolgin (1:15.96) and (15-18) Allyson
Salisbury (1:16.73). (8U) Melissa
Keiser and (13-14) Brittany Adisano
took second and (9-10) Rebecca Clapp
was third.
FSPY swept the (9-10) butterfly with
Alison Haggan (41.10), Cheryl
Monteiro and Emma Nagle. (11-12s)
Jillian Murphy (34.59) and Carole
Monteiro placed one and two as did
(13-14s) Diane Fitzpatrick (1:16.38)
and Nichole Zoller, and (15-18s) Judy
Wicker-Briscoe (1:13.88) and Allyson
Salisbury. Gabrielle Titone (8U) finished a strong second.
FSPY won four relays: 9-10s—
Haggan, Many, Nagle and Wenson
(2:28.87); 11-12s Johnson, Daly,
Cavanagh and Murphy (2:09.15); 1314s Fitzpatrick, Adisano, Zoller and
Zoller (2:02.64); and 15-18s Foster,
Salisbury, Dolgin and Wicker-Briscoe
(2:02.41).
Piranhas C. Albanese-DeMair, J.
Fitzpatrick, J. Hobson, K. Kleisch, H.
Middleton, M. Mital, E. Peach, E.
Tomljanovic, and J. Weigal swam well.

SP U12 ThunderBolts Place
First, Finish Undefeated
The Scotch Plains ThunderBolts
U12-girls soccer team finished their
season 9-0-1 by defeating the Scotch
Plains Power, 1-0, on November 18.
The championship round was by far
the toughest for the ThunderBolts.
The ThunderBolts totaled 89 season points, 17 higher than the second
place team. The team totaled 37 goals
– 3.7 goals per game. The defense
allowed only three goals during the
regular season, where for five-straight
games the goalies never had to block
or touch a ball.
Erin Rossi and Brittany Biondi led
the offense with nine goals each.
Cathy Harley and Kaitlyn Cavanagh
both contributed with speed and long
range kicking. Avery Boettcher and
MaryKate Feury played equally impressive rolls. Alexis Jegede, Debra
DelleDonne, Helene Gebler and
Amanda Curcie dominated in the
midfield with amazing speed and
ball stealing ability.
Fullbacks Jackie Lenoff, Rachel
Leitner, Kaitlyn Denker, Elizabeth
Peach created a formidable defensive wall, stopping most balls. Goalies, Cassie Berwick and Sarah Pace

proved invaluable, especially during
high-pressure games.
The team displayed the unwavering determination, skill, friendship
and positive attitudes, necessary for
a true first class team.
The devotion and efforts of Head
Coach Bob Berwick and assistants
Lorrie Berwick and Roger Harley
provided support and developed strategies for the kid but also created a fun
experience. Additionally, their efforts
were in part the formula for making
both a great team and a great season.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday December 11, 2001 the following ordinance entitled:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2002 IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
was duly passed on the second and final
reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T – 12/13/01, The Times
Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3943-01
IRWIN MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF VS. EDDIE J. JONES, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 20, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, at the Union County
Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2002 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.
The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SEVENTY FOUR THOUSAND ONEHUNDRED NINTY FOUR & 34/100
($174,194.34).
COMMON STREET ADDRESS: 900
Anna Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey
TAX LOT AND BLOCK: Lot 126, Block 8
DIMENSIONS: Approximately 25 feet x
115 feet
NO. OF FEET TO NEAREST INTERSECTION: At the intersection of Anna Street
and Henry Street.
UNPAID REAL ESTATE TAXES AND
OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES INCLUDING WATER AND SEWER IN THE APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $0
There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED THREE & 53/100
($185,503.53) together with lawful interest
and costs.
There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.
RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF
FARR BURKE GAMBACORTA &
WRIGHT
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
211 Benigno Boulevard, Ste. 201
PO Box 788
Bellmawr, New Jersey 08099-0788
CH-756264 (WL)
4 T - 12/06, 12/13, 12/20
& 12/27/01
Fee: $191.76
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St. Helen’s to Present
Festival of Lights
WESTFIELD – St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield will its
16th annual Festival of Lights, a journey via song and scripture from Advent to Christmas, on Saturday, December 15, beginning at 8 p.m.
Featuring the theme “Candlelight,
Carols and Classics,” this year’s program will be performed by the adult
and teen choir, composed of nearly 30
parishioners. They will sing excerpts
from the Christmas Cantata – “Carols
and Classics” by Tom Fetke.
The program, directed by Mary
Ellen Mueller, Coordinator of Music,
will also feature such songs as “In the
Beginning,” “Patience People” and
“Every Valley.” Other selections will
include “Gloria in Excelsis Deo,” “I
Heard a Sound,” “Bending Towards
the Light,” “Heaven’s Rose” and “O
Come, O Come Emmanuel.”
The choir and audience members
will then sing a medley of traditional
Christmas carols.
Instrumental accompaniment will
be provided by Byard Bridge on trumpet, Brian Kelleher and Pierce Joyce
on guitar, with Chris Reilly on the
bass guitar and Rich Civile on the
piano and organ.
St. Helen’s Church is located at
1600 Rahway Avenue. All are invited
to attend and a reception will follow in
the Parish Center.

DOING THEIR PART…Cub Scout Pack No. 277 of McGinn Elementary School
in Scotch Plains recently held a carwash at the Exxon station on South Avenue
and Terrill Road to raise funds for the victims of the World Trade Center
disaster. The boys, along with their adult partner, washed cars nonstop for four
hours and took in a total of $1,446.11. The money will be donated to the Jim
Walsh Fund and the Twin Tower Orphan Fund. McGinn families donated 368
towels for the event, among other items, while several area businesses and
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center also contributed to the fundraiser.

Willow Grove to Present
Christmas Cantata Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – A Choral
Christmas Cantata will be presented
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December
16. The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
The Chancel Choir will sing “A
Ceremony of Carols” by Benjamin
Britten, under the direction of Richard Ney, Choir Director, of Scotch
Plains. Marilyn Thorne of Scotch
Plains will play the church organ,
while Diane Michaels of Bloomfield
will accompany the music on the
harp.
John Konopka of Westfield will
read a selection from the cantata, and
soloist Patricia Babinsky of North
Plainfield will sing “That Yonge
Child.” She and Judith Murphy of
Fanwood will sing the duet “Spring
Carol.”
In keeping with his Advent sermon
series on the First Messiahs, the Reverend Kenneth B. Hetzel, Pastor, will
offer a homily on John the Baptist at
the River. During the Children’s sermon, he will illustrate that theme
with cartoons depicting the main
characters.
Sunday School classes for all ages
are held at 9 a.m., followed by a
social hour in Ryno Hall. Individuals

arriving early for the worship service
are invited to partake of refreshments.

Listing Agent
for November

Methodist Church Plans
‘Blue Christmas’ Service
season, this service will in no way be
a ‘downer,’” stated Dr. Dan Bottorff,
Associate Minister of Pastoral Care
and Nurture.
“By embracing the promise of
peace, healing, presence and hope,
we can acknowledge, express our
feelings and survive the toughest
challenges of life,” he added.
All individuals in the community
are invited to attend. For more information, please call the church office
at (908) 233-4211.

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will conduct a Blue Christmas Service on
Sunday, December 16, beginning at
4 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
The worship will be geared toward
individuals dealing with difficult life
situations, such as the loss of a loved
one, a job reversal, or diagnosis of a
serious illness, as the holidays approach.
“While responding to the real situations that many people face at this

Faith Maricic
Sales Agent for November
Runner-Up

CUSTOM COLONIAL
Mint condition CRANFORD home with
10 spacious rooms offers 5 Bedrooms,
2.5 custom Baths, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room with fireplace, Eat-In
Kitchen and loaded with other extras
such as Central Air Conditioning, Recreation Room, finished Basement and 2car attached garage. $499,900.

Sunday December 16, 1 to 4 pm

GRACIOUS COLONIAL / SPLIT

Scotch Plains - 33 Maddaket Ct. Great location with
full width front porch. Beautiful Southwyck End Unit
Condo in 24 hour gated community overlooking
wooded river front, park-like property. Unit includes
two large Bedrooms, a walk up loft and 2 1/2 Baths.
Association has pool, 4 tennis courts, club house, 24
hour security, outside lawn and building maintenance,
including snow removal. $299,000.

Situated on a dead-end street near bike
path, schools and pool complex, this
CRANFORD beauty offers 4 Bedrooms,
3.1 Baths, Spacious Living Room with
fireplace and bay window, Formal Dining Room, newer oak Eat-In Kitchen,
Family Room leading to 3-season room
and patio that overlooks a very private
backyard. $469,900.
EXPANDED RANCH / CONTEMPORARY

Wonderful WATCHUNG home with open,
flowing floor plan includes 3-4 Bedrooms, 3
full Baths, fabulous Kitchen with separate
dining area, Formal Dining Room, cathedral
ceiling and sliders to deck and full Basement.
$499,950.

JOHN BRADY
Sales Associate
Direct # (908) 301-2008
Cell # (732) 261-0180
Johnbrady20@AOL.com

GRACIOUS CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield Office 209 Central Ave (908) 233-5555
©1997 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.
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Visit our
Virtual Home Tours on

www.PruNewJersey.com

Spacious, 10 room WESTFIELD
home includes 5 Bedrooms, 3.1 Baths,
Living Room with fireplace, elegant
Dining Room with French doors, beautiful Kitchen, Master Bedroom with
Dressing Room and full Bath, Family
Room leading to deck, huge Rec Room,
lovely yard, in-ground pool, 2-car detached garage, natural woodwork and
classic moldings. $749,000.

CLEARANCE!

GRACIOUS COLONIAL

STATELY CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Charming home in WESTFIELD features 10
rooms including 6 Bedrooms, 3.1 Baths, Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, Formal Dining Room with bay window and window seat, newer Eat-In Kitchen, Recreation
Room with half Bath in full, partially finished
Basement, new deck, hardwood floors, Central Air Conditioning and 2-car detached garage. $779,000.

WESTFIELD- Start the New Year in the splendor of this 4
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home. Featuring Family Room with fireplace, year round Sunroom, and 2 car garage. Visit our
website for a virtual tour. Offered at $599,900.

Have Millions of
Buyers Tour Your
Home
24 Hours a Day...

F-SP Thrift Shop
To Close on Saturday
For Remainder of Year
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its Thrift
Shop will close after business hours
on Saturday, December 15, for the
remainder of 2001.
All sales from the Thrift Shop,
located at 1730 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains, benefit local charities. For more information, please
call (908) 322-5420.

Sales Agent
for November

Listing Agent for November
Runner-Up

Ski Conditioning Clinic
On Tap at Westfield Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will offer
a Ski Conditioning Clinic on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, December 17, 19 and 21, from either 6 to 7
a.m. or 8 to 9 p.m.
This clinic, conducted by Gloria
Safar, will consist of strength and
flexibility training along with endurance, speed and agility drills.
The cost for the three-hour clinic
is $40 and Y membership is not required. Interested individuals may
register at the Y or call (908) 2332700, extension no. 246, for more
information.

Joyce Antone

Elizabeth Bataille

OPEN HOUSE

Waiting List to Reopen
For Senior Housing
WESTFIELD – Second Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing Corporation has announced the reopening of
a waiting list for tenancy at 1129
Boynton Avenue in Westfield.
Applications for tenancy may be
picked up Monday through Friday,
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., from
January 7 through January 18, 2002
at the above address.
They must be returned by 4 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 29, or postmarked no later than Friday, January 25.
“We are delighted to respond to
the many calls and visits asking us
for an opportunity to apply for these
affordable senior units,” said Ruth B.
Smith, the Corporation’s Executive
Director.
Situated on 8.5 acres of land, the
three-story Boynton Avenue building and its grounds are designed for
seniors, with priority given to residents’ safety, security and special
needs.
“Our mission,” explained Ms.
Smith, “is to promote and prolong
the continued independence of older
adults by providing special programs
and supportive services to meet their
needs.”
Second Westfield is funded through
low-income housing tax credits.
Applicants must be 62 years of age
or older, with an annual income of
$31,080 or less for an individual and
$35,520 or below for a couple. For
further information, please call (908)
518-9586.

Cathy Splinter

November was another
terrific month for Listings
and Sales. Congratulations to Cathy Splinter for
achieving Listing Agent of
the Month and Elizabeth
Bataille as Listing Agent
Runner-Up. Sales Agent
of the Month w as Joyce
Antone and Faith Maricic as
Sales Ag ent Runner-Up.
Super job!
Judith Sagan, Vice President
Branch Manager

... through professionally produced moving
panoramic views. Make your home stand
out on the Web! Call today for details.
215 North Ave., West
Westfield • (908) 232-5664
REALTOR®

An independently owned & operated franchisee of The
Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., with other offices
throughout New Jersey
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CLASSIFIEDS
FURNITURE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Like New, Loveseat Sleeper;
Small Kitchen Table w/4 Chairs;
2 Glass Tables; 2 Paintings.
$350 for ALL or buy seperately.
(908) 317-0559

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4
hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

AUTO FOR SALE

99 Buick Century, 4 door,
6 cylinder, 18,000 miles,
Excelent Condition.
Asking $12,500.00
Call 908-542-1625

HELP WANTED
Front desk person, permanent,
P/T for physician’s office in
Westfield, 20-25 hrs. per wk. including Mon. evenings. Experience helpful, but willing to train.
Must be mature, bright, energetic
& motivated. Excellent for local
college student.
Call Chris at (908) 233-7925
HELP WANTED

SALES
THIS IS WHAT YOU’VE BEEN
WAITING FOR!
If you are energetic, motivating
and thrive on a fast paced sales
environment, you will love a career with LA WEIGHT LOSS
CENTERS. We’re an industry
leader, with 350+ centers nationwide, experiencing rapid growth
due to the success of our proven
weight loss program. Entry-level
career opportunities available at
our center in SCOTCH PLAINS.
SALES COUNSELORS
Be a part of our continued success while earning base + unlimited commission & great benefits,
call Randi at 888-451-8006, fax 908272-2190, or e-mail newjerseycareers@laweightloss.com. EOE

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Scotch Plains
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths.
Available Immediately!
$2,200/month
(908) 322-5257
HOUSE FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

CUSTODIAN - Part-Time Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6 - 9 PM; Sundays 8 AM - 9 PM. Other hours
possible. Springfield Synagogue.
Call 973-376-0539 x 11.

Beautiful Ranch House in
Fanwood, 2 BDR, Walking
Distance to Train Stn. & Park.
$1,450.00 per month.
No Commission.
908-720-5383 908-754-1888

CLEANING SERVICE

IRMA’S CLEANING SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES
(201) 997-6345

Gracious Center Hall Colonial

HELP WANTED

Computer programmer. Create,
modify computer programs. Input
data, correct errors, rewrite programs. Resolve problems. Use
C/C++, Java, Visual Basic, Delphi.
40 hrs/wk. 2 yrs. exp. Good pay.
Apply to: Harbour Repairs:
780 Dowd Ave., Elizabeth, NJ,
(908) 305-4869

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield-Downtown Sublet,
2/3 Prof/Exec Office Suites +
Conference Rooms, Ample OffStreet Parking. $1,400.
(917) 816-8232
CHILDCARE NEEDED
Childcare needed for four schoolage children in Westfield home.
Must speak English, have valid
driver’s license and good rapport
with children. Duties include light
housekeeping, light cooking and
transporting children to activities.
Experienced with references only.
Call Chris (908) 232-8416
HANDYMAN

Odd jobs and general repair. Painting, sheet rock, gutters cleaned,
driveway seal, yard work, much
more. No job too small.
(908) 822-9503
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Retired Writer seeks part-time
work in communications. Local
area preferred.
908-232-1620
CLEANING SERVICE

I clean Houses, Offices, Condos,
etc. I have good references and
own transportation.
Call after 5:00pm.
Christina Lopes (908) 436-0670
Talita Mineiro (908) 352-4685

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD — United States
Navy Ensign Terry K. Milanette, the
23-year-old daughter of Jeffrey and
Karla Milanette of Westfield, will
share the holiday season overseas
this year with the crew of the guided
missile cruiser USS Cowpens (CG47).
Cowpens is part of the Navy’s 7th

Contact Angela Fahey
Fahey Realtors • (908) 204-0600

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Call 908-654-7777
BUY FOR $3089

Another first from some of the best
trained agents in real estate.

“We guarantee you’ll meet
your closing date or you’ll
get $1,000 credit.”
Call now for details!

ONE OF A KIND
Springfield- Beautiful executive style
Contemporary/Split, 2 Bedrooms + Den,
Family Room with fireplace , Ea t-In
Kitchen with skylight, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room, great Master Bedroom. $619,000. (052-7805)

Effective August 2001, Weichert Financial Services will provide individuals who elect to participate in the Weichert Gold Services program a credit decision on their loan
request within 24-hours of receipt of complete applications. This decision is available on the majority of mortgage products offered through Weichert Financial Services.
Certain loan products require independent investor approval, which may exceed the 24-hour time frame. Your Financial Services Consultant will advise you whether the
product you choose qualifies for the 24-hour decision offer. The Gold Services program also guarantees to meet the closing date established with your Realtor as indicated
in your original contract of sale. The Gold Services guarantee requires that mortgage financing, homeowner’s insurance, and title insurance be obtained through the
corresponding Weichert affiliated or licensed companies, Weichert Financial Services, Weichert Insurance Agency, Weichert Title Agency (except in NJ where Title Services
Management, Inc. is licensed to utilize the Weichert name) or in Pennsylvania and Delaware Southeastern Abstract Co. d/b/a Weichert Closing Services Co., and is not
conditioned upon doing business with, that is, listing with or purchasing through a Weichert, Realtors office. In the event the applicable Weichert Gold Services provider is
unable to meet your closing date we will credit $1,000 to you at the time of your closing/settlement. Program subject to change without notice at any time. Final loan

BUY FOR $2371

BUY FOR $2196

BUY FOR $1554

HOME OF DISTINCTION

WONDERFUL CUSTOM HOME

EXPANDED RANCH

Scotch Plains- Pristine & tastefully decorated, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, new Kitchen,
banquet size Dining Room, fabulous finished
lower level & more. $475,000. (052-7959)

Union- This house has it all- Living Room
with fireplace, Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen,
4 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths, Family Room, Playroom, Central Air Conditioning, central vac
& more. $439,900. (052-7908)

Westfield- 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, walk to
park & schools, house & deck powerwashed,
interior and garage painted, new kitchen
floor. $324,000. (052-7804)

BUY FOR $1871

BUY FOR $2490

BUY FOR $2690

NIKI FRY
Top Lister- Month of November
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Bronze Level 1998-1999, Silver Level 2000
Weichert Million Dollar Sales / Marketed Club

LOLA REED
Top Producer Month of November
Sales Representative
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club Silver Level 2000
Weichert Million Dollar Sales Club
Mortgage: 1-800-829-CASH
Insurance: 1-800-255-1869

Home Warranty: 1-800-829-CASH
Title Insurance: 1-800-528-8853

See more Open Houses on www.weichert.com
Ask us about No Downpayment Financing
Monthly payments are for 30-year conventional fixed rate mortgages as detailed below.
Ask about: Lower Downpayments • Lower Monthly Payments • Other Options.

RENOVATED VICTORIAN

COLONIAL - 99% NEW

2 BLOCKS TO TOWN

Westfield- Completely redone, Living Room,
Formal Dining Room, updated Eat-In
Kitchen, 1st floor Powder Room, wrap around
front porch, finished Basement, all new windows. $374,900. (052-7945)

Westfield- 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, supersized
closets + finished Basement, expert craftsmanship throughout, tranquil tree lined street.
$499,000. (052-7815)

Westfield- Stunning Colonial residence
with impeccable charm & upgrades
throughout, 3 fireplaces, 2 car garage, 1st
floor Family Room. 4 blocks to NYC transportation. $539,000. (052-7913)

the expansive bar and piano room.
Piano music provided by Jason
Teborek, who entertained the group
with holiday songs and other old
favorites throughout the evening, was
sponsored by the WACC.
Darryl Walker, ending his threeyear term as Chairman of the WACC,
welcomed Diane Barabas as the incoming Chairman for the year 2002.
“I have enjoyed working with
Debbie Schmidt and the other members of the Chamber and hope that our
growth and influence will continue as
a source of help and information to
the business community,” he said.
Mr. Walker will remain active on
the WACC Board of Directors.

teers and contributes to numerous
AIDS support organizations.
Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at the following businesses:
Coldwell Banker, 209 Central Avenue, Westfield; Pereaux Interior
Design, 126 South Street,
Morristown and 20 Beechwood
Road, Summit; Swain Galleries, 703
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, and
Rena’s Diner, 1326 South Avenue,
Plainfield.
For more information regarding
the house tour or ABC-NJ, please
call Alan Zakin at (973) 966-5544 or
John DeMarco at (908) 233-5555.

Ensign Milanette to Celebrate
Holidays With Her Shipmates

Builder of over 25 Manor Homes offers the ultimate in
luxurious living. Master Suite + 5 BRs, 4 fireplaces,
8,000 sq ft. Inlaid floors, special trim, stunning architectural features. Pristine 6+ wooded acres with
pond and stream on Bernardsville Mountain, adjacent
to Jockey Hollow State Park. Offered at $2.5 mil.
Don’t miss this rare opportunity!

For a private showing by appointment,
please call (908) 233-5241.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) reported its most successful Holiday Party, hosted by
Shackamaxon Country Club, on
December 5.
Drawing close to 400 members, a
record attendance of nearly 100 members and friends met at the newlyrenovated country club to network,
socialize and discuss upcoming
events for the 2002 New Year.
“Shackamaxon Country Club is a
wonderful venue for our holiday party,
and the food is always outstanding,”
said Debbie Schmidt, WACC Director. A hot and cold buffet and a variety
of hot hors d’oeuvres were served in

WESTFIELD — The AIDS Benefit Committee of New Jersey (ABCNJ), a non-profit organization dedicated to the needs of those living
with AIDS, will host a “Holiday
House Tour” on Sunday, December
16, from 1 to 4 p.m.
The tour, featuring six homes of
assorted post-Victorian eras, is designed as a convenient neighborhood
walk through the historic Sleepy
Hollow area of Plainfield.
This tour serves as a fundraiser for
ABC-NJ, founded in 1986 by
Plainfield resident John DeMarco, a
Westfield realtor. It is run by volun-

GRACIOUS
NEW MANOR HOME

This inviting home, located at 815 Boulevard,
is being offered and shown privately. $779,000.

Westfield Chamber Party
Most Successful Thus Far

AIDS Benefit Committee
Sets Sunday House Tour

BERNARDSVILLE, NJ

WESTFIELD…This classic center hall Colonial welcomes
you with its architectural beauty, warmth and style.
Meticulously maintained and beautifully appointed, this
impressive 4-bedroom home features a formal living room
with fireplace, formal dining room, den, “rec room” and 3 ½
baths. The kitchen and baths are tastefully updated with
granite countertops in the kitchen and elegant marble and
granite features in the baths. You will find slate, marble and
beautiful hardwood floors throughout, complementing the
traditional wainscoting and toe and crown moldings. An
equally charming property will draw you outdoors to enjoy
the bedroom porches and private garden setting. Enjoy the
convenience of this wonderful property that is located within
walking distance to elementary, middle and high schools, NJ
Transit and Westfield’s outstanding shopping and dining area.

NEW CHAMBER CHAIRWOMAN…The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) welcomed Diane Barabas as the incoming chairwoman and
president for the year 2002. Pictured, left to right, are: Diane Barabas,
Proprietor of Diane B and WACC Chairwoman-Elect; Debbie Schmidt,
WACC Director, and Darryl Walker, outgoing Chamber Chairman.

For purchase prices up to $343,750 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a
conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 6.00% with 3 points, A.P.R. 6.34%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $599.55. For purchase prices from $343,751 to $812,500, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 6.375% with 3 points on a
“Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.679%. An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $3,119.35. Figures herein are
approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of
November 1, 2001, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, executive offices 225 Littleton Road in Morris Plains,
NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed
Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C., GA, AK, TX, IN. Licensed Mortgage Lender in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. License #ML1713, Certificate #43155. Equal housing
lender.
Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.

For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.
Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
Ask About
Weichert Gold Services

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

1-800-WEICHERT

Fleet, which encompasses all of the
forward-deployed naval forces in the
Far East.
Ensign Milanette, the gunnery officer, is responsible for the operation
and maintenance of the ship’s gunnery equipment, ammunition and
small arms training.
“USS Cowpens is a state-of-theart warship designed to project power
ashore, ensuring peace and liberty
for all. It is necessary to station units
strategically all over the world to
ensure operational readiness and accomplishment,” she said.
Equipped with some of the most
technologically advanced electronics, surface and subsurface radar,
engineering and weapons systems,
the 9,800-ton Cowpens is armed
with SM-2 surface-to-air missiles,
Tomahawk land attack missiles,
Harpoon surface-to-surface missiles, 5-inch/54 caliber guns, antisubmarine torpedoes and LAMPS
Mk III helicopters.
In the performance of her duties,
Ensign Milanette must often be away
from family and friends for long
periods of time. However, she related, the 358 naval officers and sailors aboard the Cowpens have become a close-knit family, living and
working within 570 feet of each other
while underway.
“The most rewarding are the people
I work with. Everyone joined the
Navy conscious of the fact that it’s an
organization that believes in common goals and adheres to a strict set
of core values – honor, courage and
commitment,” said Ensign Milanette,
a two-year Navy veteran.
“Standing watch is just one of the
myriad of responsibilities that go
along with being a commissioned
naval officer forward-deployed and
preserving democracy,” she concluded. “It’s absolutely worth the
sacrifice that we may all stay free.”

Blood Drive Planned
At JCC on Dec. 20
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey, in cooperation with the New Jersey Blood
Services, will hold a blood drive
on Thursday, December 20, at the
JCC, Wilf Jewish Community
Campus, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The hours will be 3 to 8 p.m.
Registration is strongly recommended. Individuals may select a
time that is convenient for them
by calling the JCC at (908) 8898800 to register.
People may call in advance to
reserve a time, receive directions
or find out qualifications for giving blood.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Gala Event on Ne
wY
ear’s Eve
New
Year’s
Or
ganized bby
y WSO and WY
ACT
Organized
WYA
als are well underway for the
much-anticipated concert, “Richard Rodgers, A Centennial
Celebration of His Music,”
which will be held on NewYear’s
Eve at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.
The celebration, which marks
the century year of the
composer’s birth, is a joint production of the Westfield Young
Artists’Cooperative Theater, Inc.
(WYACT) and the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO).
“The only way arts organizations can continue to exist is by
networking. This concert is a
very important step taken by
WYACT and the WSO,” stated
Cynthia Meryl, WYACT Artistic Director.
“We at WYACT are delighted
to be working with the WSO
and under the baton of Maestro David
Wroe,” she added.
“WYACT students feel helpless. They
want to assist the September 11 effort in
some way. This concert will give them
the opportunity, whether they perform in
the event, usher patrons, or bake brownies for the concession,” she said.
Born in New York City, Rodgers wrote
his first song at 14, and his last at 77 years
of age. During the 63 years in between,
he composed 44 Broadway musicals,
nine original movie musicals, two documentary orchestral scores, a ballet, and
published over 900 songs.
The winner of 34 Tony Awards, 15
Academy Awards, two Pulitzer Prizes,
two Emmys and two Grammys, Rodgers
began a 24-year collaboration with lyricist Loren Hart in 1920. The union with
Hart challenged the accepted norms of
musical theater, setting new standards
for wit, sophistication and innovation.
The result was an array of musical
comedies in a golden era that included
On Your Toes, Babes in Arms, I Married
an Angel, and Pal Joey. Rodgers and Hart
songs that have become standards of the
American musical repertoire include “My
Funny Valentine” and “Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered.” These songs will
be featured in the New Year’s Eve concert
in Westfield.
The Rodgers-Hart collaboration ended
in 1943 with the death of Hart. By then,
Rodgers had already joined forces with
the librettist/lyricist Oscar Hammerstein,
2nd, and they introduced a new genre
called “musical play,” which produced
such gems as Oklahoma!, Carousel,
South Pacific, The King and I, Flower
Drum Song, and The Sound of Music.
The numerous Rodgers and
Hammerstein classic songs featured in
the New Year’s Eve concert include
“Some Enchanted Evening,” “There is
Nothing Like a Dame,” “Do Re Mi,”
“You’ll Never Walk Alone,” “Bali Ha’I,”
“Shall We Dance,” “Oh, What a Beautiful Morning,” “If I Loved You,” “The
Surrey With the Fringe on Top,” “You’ve
Got To Be Carefully Taught,” and “It
Might As Well Be Spring.”
Rodgers died in New York City on
December 30, 1979 at 77. In 1990, he
was honored posthumously with
Broadway’s highest accolade when the
46th Street Theater was renamed the
Richard Rodgers Theater.
The performers in the WYACT/WSO
production are WYACT veterans, who
have all played leading roles in WYACT/
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) productions at NJPAC.
These performers include: baritone Richard McNanna (Billy Bigelow in Carousel, Tommy Albright in Brigadoon
and Macheath in Mack the Knife in
WYACT’s The Threepenny Opera at the
Kean Arts Incubator Festival; soprano
Lauren Linder, who played Andrea; baritone Jon Christian Hoche, who played
Daniel, mezzo Tracey Lynne Haskell,
who played Euralie (Mama), and mezzo
Lindsay-Rose Sinclair, who played

Music Corner
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

The Magnificat, which was performed after the intermission, also
allowed the audience to hear the refined voices of Soprano Rashi Rai,
Alto Diantha Clark, Tenor David
Lockart and Bass Gary Gavula. Vocalists carried their parts particularly
well and brought skill and finesse to a
somewhat diverse work. During many
instances, the soloists sing melodies
that are closer to chant than to modern
melodies.
Highlighted against the orchestral
technique of senza misura or playing
without measure or bar lines, this lent
to a feeling of agitation and mystery
throughout the intriguing work.
Briscoe deserves specific mention.
He has ably served as Professor and
Director of Music at RVCC since
1983. He has conducted orchestras,
choirs, concert bands, as well as over
25 opera, musical theatre, and ballet
productions throughout the United
States and Western and Central Europe. Briscoe has also participated in
three international conducting exchanges, including guest-conducting
concerts featuring the National Philharmonic Orchestra of the Republic
of Moldova and the Lithuanian National Wind Symphony during 1999
and 2001.
Briscoe has put together some great
ensembles, along with a season of
truly excellent programming. Their
next concert will be on Saturday, April
13, at 8 p.m. and be called In the
French Style highlighting music by
Debussy, Franck and Bizet — including Laura Bell on piano.
For tickets to this compelling ensemble, please call (732) 469-7700 or
(908) 526-8900, extension no. 7219
or for more information on the cutting-edge ensemble contact Briscoe
at rbriscoe@raritanval.edu.

Erzulie in last summer’s production of
Once On This Island.
Seven younger WYACT students,
Olivia Ryan, Chana Biner, Ellie Eick,
Chelsea Meyers, Sarah Bridgman, Nina
Subhas, and Josh Hemphill (a four-year
veteran of WYACT performances) will
round out the cast as the Von Trapp
children in their rendition of “Do Re Mi”

Spy Game: Lacks
Winning Strategy
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 ½ popcorns

Some pretty snazzy doings in the suspense-filled last quarter almost redeem Spy
Game. But try telling that to the impatient
viewer during the slow-moving earlier scenes
when director Tony Scott’s interpretation of
Michael Frost Beckner’s script is long on
exposition and short of making a point.
We know the good stuff is coming. But
when?
Otherwise, this thoughtful look at the
international game of espionage provides a
fairly interesting tale of friendship, loyalty
and deceit.
Played to the backdrop of possible treachery at the CIA, the wheels of potential skullduggery are put into motion when agent
Tom Bishop (Brad Pitt) inconveniences the
agency by getting himself incarcerated in a
Chinese prison. What’s more, his brutalizing captors plan to execute him in 24 hours
... that is, if the torture he’s undergoing
doesn’t do the job first.
The really sad part is that, politics being
what they are, Tom’s bosses won’t be sending the cavalry to rescue him anytime soon.
They may not even acknowledge his existence. But wait. Maybe there’s a chance.
While the carefully plotted script that
Beckner adapted from his book cautions us
not to be too optimistic, perhaps all is not
lost. That’s because of Nathan Muir, the
spy’s spy, portrayed with characteristic wit
and grace by Robert Redford.
A legendary agent cloaked in mystery
and myth, Nathan originally recruited Bishop
for the CIA back in Vietnam, eventually
becoming both friend and mentor. You’ll
have to forgive an old saw and wipe off the
cobwebs if you want to buy into this scenario. Because get this: Just before scooping
his higher-ups on Bishop’s capture via his
own sources, Muir was clearing out his
office and on the final approach to calling it
a career.
Yep, the old retirement bit. So this is one
last hurrah, huh? How novel. Just when you
think you’re out, they pull you back in. Isn’t
that right, Michael Corleone? Oh well, it
works here, sort of.
Summoned from his box-packing to the
situation room upstairs, Muir is asked to fillin his superiors about Tom. It seems like the
cads want to know all there is to know about
Tom before pulling the plug on him, simply
to make sure there are no embarrassing lose
ends that could come back to haunt them. At
least that’s the way Nathan interprets the
inquisitorial nature of the session.
Naturally, we’re with Nathan. He’s good!
And so’s poor Tom, we figure, nicknamed
the Boy Scout for all the right and corny
reasons. But the rest of these armchair spies,
sinister sorts spinning their bureaucratic webs,
come off like cold-blooded spiders.
Hence they make for formidable adversaries in the mental thrusting and parrying
that follows. Stephen Dillane is effectively
despicable as the ever-mistrustful agent
Charles Harker, no doubt jealous of Muir’s
storied past.
While the suits try to pick our guy’s brain
for dirt on Tom, Nathan is subtly doing his
own reverse interrogation. And that’s the
real fun of the movie. A document left on a
desk, a conversation overheard and the careless utterance of a secret mission’s code
name. They’re all clues, all part of the puzzle
Redford’s character tries to hurriedly assemble in the hope of finding an escape
clause for his protégé.
A quick scene switch to the Chinese prison
every so often reminds us that the clock is
ticking for Tom, as well as for Elizabeth
Hadley (Catherine McCormack), a love interest/and or counter agent who may or may
not be on our side.
Save for action-packed flashbacks that
serve as a summing up of Nathan’s career, a
sort of homage to the life and times of this
illustrious CIA spy, most of Spy Game is
talk. It’s a big stakes cat and mouse game
played out around a table, quite reminiscent
in fashion of Command Decision (1948).
Adapted from the stage play, that World
War II film about making the right military
decisions, starring Walter Pidgeon, Clark
Gable, Van Johnson, Brian Donlevy and
Charles Bickford, among others, rarely strays
from its one-room field headquarters. The
dialogue is terrific. While the repartee here
has its moments, it never even flirts with
being brilliant.
Today, in this era of mass attention deficit disorder, the bar has been driven even
higher. If you’re going to confine modern
audiences to such limited space without
resorting to sex, special effects, or both, and
still expect to command their interest, your
screenplay has to be Glengarry Glen Ross
(1992) great.
Just exactly how to be that great is one
secret that Spy Game fails to uncover.

MY TAKE ON IT
WITH

* * * * *
Spy Game, rated R, is a Universal Pictures release directed by Tony Scott and
stars Robert Redford, Brad Pitt and
Catherine McCormack. Running time: 126
minutes.

KERRIANNE S PELLMAN CORT

Car
Cardd Gifting This Holiday
Doesn’t Have to Be Obligatory

from The Sound of
Music.
Soprano Cynthia
Meryl and baritone
Michael Craig, seasoned professionals,
will be spotlighted as
guest artists in the
event.
The concert will take
place on Monday, December 31, at 7:30 p.m.
at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue.
Tickets are $25 for
adults and $10 for students. They may be
purchased at the
Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Office, 224
East Broad Street; The
Dog Patch, 333 South
Avenue, West; The
Westfield Leader, 50 Elm Street; and
Mail Boxes, Inc., 321 North Avenue,
West.
All proceeds will benefit WYACT’s
free summer program and the September
11 Fund of the United Fund of Westfield.
For more information, please call (908)
233-3200.

POPCORN™
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — I was on the phone
with my voiceover agent recently and
we were discussing current events and
the state our world is in today.
She revealed that she had a box of
Christmas cards sitting on her desk and
had been staring at them for several

THE PERFECT GIFT…Michael Pompian, Vice President, PNC Advisors,
presents a check for $10,000 to Westfield Symphony Orchestra representatives
Lou Francz and Alan Moore prior to the symphony’s concert at The Presbyterian Church IN Westfield on November 17.

PNC Bank Grant Supports
Westfield Symphony Or
chestra
Orchestra
WESTFIELD — A $10,000 grant
from The PNC Foundation, the charitable arm of the PNC Financial Services Group, to the Westfield Sym-

Westfield Alphornist Schlosber
Schlosbergg
Gives Solo Performance at U.N.
WESTFIELD – Dr. Theodore K.
Schlosberg, Founder and Executive
Director of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts was the featured

tube.
The alphorn has been used in Switzerland since the 15th century and
similar instruments have been used

soloist at a United Nations (U.N.)
conference in New York City on December 11.
Sponsored by the Swiss Mission to
the U.N., this is the fourth conference highlighting the International
Year of the Mountain Launching.
The conference concerns itself with
tourism and mountain community
ecosystems.
Dr. Schlosberg perform the
“Eurovision,” “Reinacher Chorale,”
and “Hymn of Brotherhood”
(Beethoven Ninth Symphony).
The alphorn, also called the
Alpenhorn, has been used since prehistoric times. Originally used by
herders to call cattle in the mountain
regions of Switzerland, it has also
been used in seasonal festivals and to
summon people to church and to
war.
Ranging from 7-12 feet long, the
instrument can be made with young
fir, lime, spruce and poplar trees.
Long wooden staves are bound with
birch bark strips to form an airtight

in Scandinavia, Russia, Hungary,
Romania, Scotland and the
Pyrenees.

phony Orchestra (WSO) will support
the organization’s ongoing commitment to provide cultural enrichment
and entertainment to the people of
Westfield and neighboring communities.
Michael Pompian, Vice President,
PNC Advisors, presented the grant to
Lou Francz, President of the WSO, at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
prior to the WSO’s concert on November 17.
“We are grateful to PNC for its generous support of our efforts to bring the
highest quality musical programs to
our community,” said Mr. Francz. “PNC
Bank has been a strong corporate supporter for many years, not only for us,
but for the citizens and businesses of
Westfield.”
“PNC is pleased to contribute to the
worthwhile efforts of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra,” said Daria
Placitella, Managing Director, PNC Advisors. “As one of New Jersey’s premier musical organizations, the symphony typifies the arts activities we are
committed to supporting in the communities we serve.”
Now in its 19th season, the WSO is a
fully-professional orchestra that attracts
audiences from Union County and Central New Jersey. In addition, the WSO’s
educational programs serve more than
2,000 students each year through school
concerts and master classes.
The PNC Financial Services Group,
Inc., headquartered in Pittsburgh, is
one of the nation’s largest diversified
financial services organizations, providing regional community banking,
corporate banking, real estate finance,
asset-based lending, wealth management, asset management and global
fund services.

days.
“I just don’t know what to say in
them,” she moaned. “Everything will
sound insignificant and unimportant.”
I agreed and admitted that I hadn’t yet
purchased mine.
“I’m not sure if I will even send them
this year,” she said, “and I hope people
will understand.”
I’ll understand. I’m sure common
sense will cause most people to understand. Here it is, the second week of
December, and I truly haven’t given
much thought to Christmas cards, gifts
or celebrations. I’m waiting for the big
old winter goblin to jump up and bite
me on the behind, but he hasn’t appeared as of yet. And you know what?
That’s okay.
Our entire country is suffering with
post-traumatic stress disorder. While
we may blindly be going through the
motions of this most beloved holiday
season, few hearts are truly in it. This is
also okay. I think the biggest gift we
can all give each other this year is to cut
one another some slack.
My friend Lynn sent her Christmas
cards the day after Thanksgiving, stating, “Aren’t I such a geek? But I just
love Christmas!” Hers was the first
card I received.
I say bravo to Lynn and to anyone
else out there who is forging full-speed
ahead into the holidays. This attitude is
also perfectly acceptable and necessary.
Whatever emotions we are individually experiencing this holiday season,
it is important to realize that they are
our own and they have merit.
Are we going to be one of Santa’s
elves and carol and cheer and spread
joy? Terrific. Or, are we going to go
hang out at Uncle Scrooge’s and pout
and moan and be cranky? I think that is
perfectly fine as well.
This upcoming holiday is a delicate
one and we should all truly support one
another, regardless of our personal beliefs.
This particular holiday season is a
blessed one for all Americans and we
must embrace that. We should celebrate
that we live in a free country and that
our leaders are doing their best to protect us from the evil of the world.
But if someone doesn’t feel like sending cards this year, they should not be
chastised. The Anthrax scare aside,
some people just don’t feel like it.
That’s fine with me.
Perhaps what we should all truly
be looking at is the upcoming New
Year. Making resolutions to become kinder, gentler people means
a lot more than rushing to get your
cards out in time so that you don’t
anger someone on your list that
you haven’t spoken with in two
years.
I still haven’t bought my cards. Ultimately, I’m sure I will send some sort
of Christmas greeting just because I
want people to know that I am thinking
of them. But if for some reason I decide
against it, that is my prerogative and I
hope that the people in my life will
accept that.
The greatest gift of all is one of
understanding. People are frightened
and numb and that is nothing to be
ashamed of. We are only beginning to
heal as a nation. Let’s give each other a
break.

MEET THOMAS KINKADE
S

U N DAY
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© 2001 Thomas Kinkade, MAGI, Morgan Hill, CA

WESTFIELD – Rehears-

Thursday, December 13, 2001

Domingo
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

cal giant’s name, “peaceful Sunday,”
doesn’t quite reflect the man who
has spread himself thin from one end
of the world to the other, always
thanked with standing ovations.
But, he has brought great peace to
others by aiding Mexicans struck by
a tragic earthquake in 1985, and by
sharing his time and technique with
young, aspiring vocalists.
Who better to learn from than the
man and musician with more performances at the Metropolitan Opera House than in any other opera
house in the world, and more opening night performances at the Met
than any other artist since the great
Caruso?

McMeekan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Catching Fire will premier on this
evening at 7:30 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the Westfield Municipal Building. The free screening is
open to the public.
Video sales will benefit the New
York Firefighters 9-11 Disaster Relief Fund and the FDNY Widows
and Children’s Fund.

FROM NOW TO DEC. 16TH, PURCHASE A LIMITED EDITION
CANVAS AND HAVE IT HAND-SIGNED BY THOM ON DEC. 16TH
SIGNING OPPORTUNITIES ARE LIMITED, PURCHASE YOUR CANVAS NOW TO RESERVE SPACE!

The name Thomas Kinkade is synonymous with hope, faith,
peace & family values. This Holiday season share your vision
of the future with those you love by giving the gift of light.

Call the Galleries today for time & location

THOMAS K INKADE G ALLERIES
BRIDGEWATER GALLERY

MENLO PARK GALLERY

BRIDGEWATER COMMONS MALL
BRIDGEWATER, NJ

MENLO PARK MALL
EDISON, NJ

(908) 252-1544

(732) 494-0555
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McMeekan’s Documentary
Depicts 24-Hour Heroism of
Westfield Fire Department
while the firefighters tell McMeekan
that a legacy of tradition and heritage
WESTFIELD – Rolling as members of the Westfield comhearty meatballs in his hands, munity motivated their decisions to
Westfield Firefighter Daniel choose the life of a Westfield
Maglione of the “D” Delta Pla- firefighter.
toon helps prepare a meal of
Construction workers who tossed
salad, sausage on the grill and cigarettes into a pile of sawdust, call
angel hair pasta.
the band of brothers to a home on
According to Catching Fire, a Stoneleigh Park. Back at the station,
well-crafted documentary by a Westfield father and son are shown
Westfield native and Channel some of the fire station’s apparatus.
TV-36 Studio Facilitator WillCleaning house with his crew,
iam McMeekan, Jr., this Maglione jokes, “We even do windinnertime scene is the slowest dows.” The circa 1825 history of the
time in the platoon’s 24-hour fire station, which consists of a meetcycle at the fire department.
ing room TV room, multi-purpose
About to sit down to the sa- room, kitchen, bedroom, office space,
vory Italian dinner, with ingredients fireman’s dorm and the famous pole,
they purchased hours
is detailed by Fire
before at a local suChief
John
permarket,
the
Castellano.
firefighters proudly
After a large fire in
admit that they have
Westfield’s business
become close friends
district, the Plainfield
Captain Kenneth
over the years.
Fire Department came
Dannevig
They dine like a
to the rescue, causing
family, share their
Lt. Alan Deak
Westfield to realize a
lives like brothers,
Lt. Michael Giordano
need for its own deand fight fires like an
partment. Soon, old
Firefighters:
indestructible team.
pumpers pulled by
Michael Loeffler
Having worked up
horses responded to
Edward
Silver
a healthy appetite,
emergencies in the
Timothy Brennan
Catching Fire, which
Town of Westfield.
David Mazza
was filmed in August,
The history of the
Daniel Maglione
shows the trials and
building’s tower is
John McCormack.
adventures that led up
also explained as a
to their meal:
place where hoses
• • 7:30 a.m. –
were hung out to dry,
Morning greetings exchanged amid and a horn was sounded to alert
the backdrop of Westfield’s down- volunteers.
town landscape. With a “Miami Vice”
Still a long way from dinnertime,
beat setting the scene, Captain Ken- the firefighters respond to an air conneth Dannevig explains the impor- ditioner fire at a South Avenue store,
tance of checking the fire apparatus. a call for alarm activation, an alarm
A call to Cedar Terrace, where too pulled at Westfield High School, plamuch butter in a cooking pan trig- toon training at Brightwood Park, a
gered a smoke alarm, was the first of bicyclist being hit by a car on East
the day.
Broad Street near the circle, and, an
A check of the hydraulic pumps, alarm set off on Wychwood Road.
tools and equipment is completed,
A mixture of young and older men,
Maglione tells McMeekan about the
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
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Plácido Domingo
(1941- )
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A robust, Renaissance man,
Madrid, Spain native Plácido
Domingo has never been content
with middle of the road, especially
when it comes to his operatic performances and skill as a leading
conductor.
When he moved to Mexico City
at 8, Domingo followed in the footsteps of mom and dad, who were
zarzuela performers, when he decided to study voice and piano. He
often performed in his parents’
productions.
Despite his devotion to vocal
training, Domingo managed to
maintain a regular childhood, serving as goalkeeper for his school’s
soccer team.
The hard labor paid off when he
conducted at the Mexico City Conservatory, before debuting as
Alfredo in the 1961 rendition of La
Traviata in Monterrey. For two
and a half years, he offered a total
of 180 performances in 12 leading
roles at The Israel national Opera.
His U.S. debut in Madama Butterfly made him an American favorite
in 1965.
His renowned repertoire has
spanned the globe, earning him
membership in a beloved powerhouse known as “The Three Tenors.” This marriage between
Domingo, Luciano Pavarotti, and
José Carreras, has resulted in jawdropping interpretations of
“Nessun Dorma” and “Libiamo
Ne’Lieti Calici, thus making opera a less stuffy, more thrilling
experience for those unfamiliar
with the genre.
The bushy-browed Spaniard with
the thunderous voice is one of the
founders of the Los Angeles Music
Center Opera, where he often
graces the stage as guest conductor.
He has also served as artistic director of the Washington Opera.
Eighty-seven performances of 59
operas and solo and duet recordings are tucked under the belt of
Domingo, with eight of the performances earning him Grammy
Awards.
The loose translation of the voContinued on Page 17

By Christmas Eve (yes, I just wrote the C word – not Holiday
Eve), Time magazine will have placed its coveted “Person of the
Year” issue on the magazine racks. The periodical’s website asks
readers to submit nominations, suggesting that they keep in mind
that the candidate must be
a 2001 history-maker.
Cleverly, they sandwiched
Osama bin Laden between
George W. Bush and Rudy
Giuliani – talk about a
monkey in the middle. The
terrorist doesn’t even
qualify as a human being,
as many agree on Time’s
message board.
The notion of placing
the bearded banshee on
the cover, crowning him
with such a title, and sending a strong message to
his supporters that we hold
him in any esteem, has
turned the stomachs of
reporters, readers, and,
more importantly, those
w ho lost famil y and Will a major magazine glorify murderers like
Manson, McVeigh, Jack the Ripper, or
friends at his terrible Dahmer as “Men/Person of the Year.”
hand. It’s even worse than
naming bin Laden as
People magazine’s “Sexiest Man Alive.” Move over Pitt, Brosnan
and Clooney, there’s a new icon in town.
While certainly a history-maker, bin Laden has erased from the
minds of all Americans a sense of security and normalcy that can
never be replicated. There are moments which define new stages
in our lives – the before and after – and bin Laden’s historyaltering scheme soiled and destroyed a chunk of the American
fabric. To name him “Person of the Year” would be a sheer
disgrace.
The individuals that renewed the American spirit, consoled the
mourners, and motivated a traumatized country to show its inner
strength are the only people deserving of such an honor. While we
can’t put all of the tireless volunteers, firefighters, police officers,
rescue personnel, and peacekeepers on Time cover, we cannot allow
the image of the man who masterminded our nightmares under a
“Person of the Year” header.
Maybe he wouldn’t mind sharing the cover with some of his likeminded murdering comrades? Perhaps, posthumously, Timothy
McVeigh, Jeffrey Dahmer and Jack the Ripper deserve the crowning
glory. I hear Charles Manson has lots of free time on his hands for
a multi-million dollar photo shoot.
On Monday afternoon, President Bush said of bin Laden, “He has
no conscience and no soul. He represents the worst of civilization.”
To put such a immortalize such a figure is simply un-American. If
Time is trying to unite a country in strength, the publication will
feature Guiliani, Bush, Tony Blair, Father Michael Judge (the
firemen’s chaplain), or any of the other selfless heroes we’ve come
to admire. If Time is trying to glorify a terrorist, bin Laden will get
the glossy honor.
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BRIDGEWATER — An ensemble
to be reckoned with, Maestro Roger
Briscoe and his Central Jersey Symphony Orchestra (CJSO) are currently
in their 17th season.
Bringing first rate programming and
soloists to our region, Briscoe provided a Gala Holiday Concert of engaging and challenging repertoire this
past weekend at the Somerset County
Vocational and Technical School Theatre in Bridgewater.
Repertoire included the Christmas
Cantata by Daniel Pinkham; Four
Motets for Christmas for A Capella
Chorus by Francis Poulenc; and three
pieces by Alan Hovhaness — the
Prayer of St. Gregory for Trumpet and
Strings with solo trumpet Gary Ross;
the Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints
for Marimba and Orchestra with guest
marimba soloist Greg Giannascoli; and
the glorious Magnificat for Soloists,
Chorus and Orchestra.
The CJSO’s sister ensemble, the
Master Chorale, also under the direction of Briscoe, is in its 18th year as
Raritan Valley Community College’s
resident choir. Its 50 members also
represent seven counties in central New
Jersey.
The evening’s music centered around
the genius of Alan Hovhaness — an
American composer actually born Alan
Vaness Chakmakjian of Armenian and
Scottish parentage, who earned distinction through his creation of hundreds of diverse works before his death
at 89.
Much of his music takes on an ethereal, other-worldly quality. His Prayer
of Saint Gregory, written in 1952, is
such a piece. Trumpet soloist Gary
Ross, who also serves as Principal
Trumpet for the ensemble and has instructed music for 19 years at Lebanon
Township School in Hunterdon County,

as well as on the faculty at Raritan
Valley Community College (RVCC),
soared above the orchestras somber,
contemplative chords in this short, but
meaningful work. Ross exhibited excellent tonal control as well as a controlled vibrato, which lent to the particularly angelic quality of the work.
A powerhouse of the evening was
the Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints
for Marimba and Orchestra, featuring
the accomplished Greg Giannascoli on
marimba. Giannascoli, who will be
awarded his Doctoral Degree of Musical Arts in May of 2002, will soon
make his recital debut on June 22, 2002
in Carnegie Hall. He is often asked to
play premier works for marimba and
xylophone throughout the country.
Giannascoli’s Fantasy was nothing
short of compelling. The beautiful Japanese imagery, which is evoked in this
piece by the composer, was brought to
life by the soloist. Giannascoli performed in a technically clean but warm
fashion, highlighting the beautiful wood
tones of his instrument. The two major
cadenzas were made more spellbinding by the luscious tones of his rosewood instrument.
Orchestral accompaniment was well
performed. Many solo sections including well-executed trombone glissandos
were highlighted. Piccolo writing paralleling the marimba soloist were perfectly executed both in pitch and phrasing by Sarah Barash.
The Four Motets for Christmas allowed the audience to hear just what
kind of stuff made up the Master Chorus. Highlighting a full sound, the chorus proved themselves to be both musically agile and technically accurate.
While their sound would have soared
to the heavens inside a church with say,
more enhancing stone acoustics, they
managed to produce a full, warm sound
in the carpeted theater.

Continued on Page 17

William McMeekan, Jr.

camaraderie between the platoon
members.
“We’ve been through some serious situations,” he said.
“Everybody’s trained to do everything,” adds Dannevig. “You never
know what you may be called to do
and they’re well-prepared.
Firefighter David Mazza says “he
finds it rewarding to be continuously
trained” – a process at Brightwood
that involves testing pumpers for
water, ladder evolution, and carrying
hoses and ladders.
Admitting he was not comfortable
at first with heights, Mazza stresses
the importance of “becoming comfortable with the equipment and finding your comfort zones.”
In the setting of a supermarket,
Mazza and Maglione team up to feed
the platoon.
“We eat like we’re going to the
chair,” Maglione quips, filling the
cart. “You’ve got to get what everyone likes.”
An effective flashback by
McMeekan shows the duo responding to a fire on First Street, when they
began to form a strong friendship.
McMeekan also catches other candid moments when Dannevig describes some of the stranger calls the
platoon has received – a dog on a
roof, natural gas detected when it
was just the stench of a skunk. On the
serious side, he stresses that 16
firefighters are certified Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMT), also
responding to emergency calls whenever necessary.
Children in the Burn Unit at The
Burn Center at Saint Barnabas in
Livingston also benefit from the
firefighters’ labor. Approximately
750 pounds of aluminum cans are
“hosed down” by the firefighters,

preparing them to be exchanged for
money that will help the children.
• • 7:30 p.m. – Maglione performs
a signal test of all platoons and volunteers, while three minutes later,
Mazza and Dannevig are alerted
about a dysfunctional elevator at the
train station. Checking for commuters inside and finding none, the men
decide to notify NJ Transit of the
problem.
McMeekan spotlights Chief
Castellano as he explains the importance of the thermal energy camera.
Using the equipment while responding to a call on Knollwood Terrace,
Maglione and Castellano agree that
“the simple machine is worth its
weight in gold.”
About two hours later, a small fire
caused by a cigarette brings the
firefighters to North Avenue. Without rain, explains Lieutenant Alan
Deak, the dry conditions make such
a fire an expected occurrence.
McMeekan pieces in footage of
the firefighters catching some sleep
in their dormitories. At 3:05 a.m.,
their rest is interrupted by a call to
Mountain Avenue, where EMT and
police officers are responding to a
car that flipped over, trying to negotiate a turn. The driver might have
fallen asleep behind the wheel, they
suspect.
The beauty of Westfield’s morning skyline is clouded by a 6:16 a.m.
call to Grove Street, where a kitchen
fire has been caused by candles burning overnight and trailing onto the
stove.
As the platoon’s cycle nears an
end, allowing the crew to return
home, Maglione reflects on the mission that comes along with being one
of Westfield’s bravest.
Simply put, “lending a helping
hand,” is the basic principle for each
firefighter. “They (residents) should
never hesitate to call.”
Before flashing back to the
firefighters and ending with a “family photo” of the platoon, Castellano
tells McMeekan, “They are ambassadors of good will.”
Continued on Page 17
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