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THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Westfield Public Schools
To Open September 5
WESTFIELD – The Public

Information Office of Westfield
Public Schools has revealed that
Wednesday, September 5, will be
the opening day for schools in the
district.

Westfield High School will
open at 8:30 a.m., Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
will open at 8:15 a.m., elementary
schools (grades 1-5) will open at
8:45 a.m., kindergarten a.m.
classes will start at 8:50 a.m. and
kindergarten p.m. classes will
open at 12:30 p.m.

Westfield Foundation Grants
Awards to WHS Seniors

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Foundation recently
awarded two Westfield
High School seniors,
Kelly Lane and Eliza-
beth Ottoson, $2,500
renewable four-year
scholarships. The win-
ners were selected on a
basis of academic
achievement, need, dili-
gence, integrity, citizen-
ship, character, commu-
nity service and leader-
ship.

Kelly is a member of
the National Honor So-
ciety, Spanish Club, Vice-President
of the German Club, and a German
exchange student. She has spent three
weeks in Darmstadt, Germany. Much
of her time has been committed to
volunteerism. She has been active at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield as a Peer Minister, Peer
Minister Coordinator and Lector.

Through the church, she partici-
pated in a week-long program to
help restore buildings in a poor neigh-
borhood of Washington, D.C. Kelly
achieved the Gold Award, the high-
est award in girl scouting. Her project
involved organizing and running a
camp for homeless children at
Ozaman Shelter in Edison. She has
been a member
of Twig Junior
at the
Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospi-
tal for the last
four years and
has held a board
position of Re-
cording Secre-
tary.

Kelly has
worked at a
special camp
for children
with speech
disorders spon-
sored by the hospital. She has par-
ticipated in the Children’s Miracle
Network, a pen pal program for chil-
dren who have recovered from life
threatening diseases.

Despite her commitment to
volunteerism, Kelly has been in-
volved in childcare after school
throughout her high school years.

Elizabeth is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and was a delegate
to New Jersey Girls State. She has been
a member of the Key Club, Recording
Secretary of the Spanish Club, a mem-
ber of Students Against Drunk Driving
and the Christian Awareness Club.

Elizabeth played spring softball as
a freshman and was one of two girls
selected for the golf team in her
junior and senior years.

Music is important to Elizabeth,
as she has been a member of the
marching band, the symphony or-
chestra and a soloist (clarinet) for the

wind ensemble at Westfield High
School. She is also a
member of the Concert
Choir and a soloist for
the select groups Cho-
rale and Choraleers. In
addition, she is a mem-
ber of her church choir
and the Crescent Choral
Society and Westfield
Chorale.

Elizabeth is active in
her church youth group
as senior high represen-
tative and has taught Va-
cation Bible School. As a
candy striper at Rahway

Hospital, she has volunteered more
than 160 hours. She has tutored el-
ementary school students, delivered
Mobile Meals to shut-ins, and has
participated in FLIP, a program which
delivers free lunches to homeless in
New York City.

For two summers, Elizabeth
worked with autistic children at a
daycare center. She has participated
in church-sponsored program to help
restore homes for the needy.

She will attend Wheaton College
in Wheaton, Ill., where she will en-
roll in a five-year program, earning a
Bachelor of Science in Biology and
a MSN in Nursing.

Elizabeth Ottoson

Kelly Lane

McGovern and Nodar
Named College Scholars
WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-

dents Aubrey P. McGovern and Albert
Nodar have been named College Schol-
ars for academic excellence during
2001 spring term at Middlebury Col-
lege in Middlebury, Vt. A College
Scholar represents the highest level of
academic achievement at the liberal
arts institution.  Aubrey is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul McGovern. Albert
is the son of Felix Nodar.

Applicants Sought for UNICO
Nat’l Marconi Science Award
SCOTCH PLAINS — Applica-

tions are now being accepted for the
2001 UNICO National Marconi Sci-
ence Award, which will be bestowed
at ceremonies on November 10.

The applicant must be a full-time
resident and citizen of the U.S., of
Italian descent and be involved in the
physical sciences, such as electron-
ics, physics, chemistry, etc.

The award was established in 1995
to annually recognize a living scien-
tist who exemplifies Marconi’s sci-
entific and creative accomplishments
through their own life achievements.

Applications will be judged on a
number of factors, including educa-
tion, area of expertise, patents, pub-
lications, awards and a brief essay.

The application is available by
calling UNICO National at (973)
748-9144. Deadline for submission
of completed applications is Friday,
September 28, and the winner will be

notified by October 19.
UNICO National is the largest Ital-

ian-American service organization
in the United States with local chap-
ters across the country. The Marconi
Science Award is just one of the
many national awards and scholar-
ships which UNICO National be-
stows annually.

For addition information, please
contact Andre DiMino, Chairman,
Marconi Science Award Committee
by e-mail at andre@admtronics.com.

Jessica Gordon Attends
Explorations Weekend
WESTFIELD — Jessica Gordon

of Westfield recently attended
Johnson & Wales University’s Ca-
reer Explorations Weekend.

She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Gordon of Westfield
and a student at Westfield High
School.

Designed to help high school stu-
dents in their career decision-mak-
ing, the summer Career Explora-
tions Program introduces Jessica to
the fields of business, fashion, entre-
preneurship, equine studies, finance,
hospitality, legal services, market-
ing, management, management and
technology.

Jessica was exposed to their cho-
sen area through group discussions,
guest speakers, career opportunities
and more.
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Homeschoolers Invited
To Class at Church

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Children’s Center at Evangel Church,
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains,
is opening registration for the fall
semester.

Each class is taught in a style to
complement home learning. Avail-
able classes include Science Lab,
Reading Group Dynamics, Art and
Spanish.

All classes are free and a women’s
bible study with crafts and fellow-
ship are provided.

Fall classes begin on Wednesday,
September 26, at 9:30 a.m. and will
convene the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month through
December.

To register, please call the Evan-
gel Church Office at (908) 322-9300.

Matthew Metzger
Awarded Scholarship
FANWOOD – Matthew Metzger

of Fanwood has been awarded a
Trustee Scholarship at Lafayette
College in Easton, Pa.

A 2001 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Matthew is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Metzger of Fanwood.

Teachers Prepared for New
Elementary Math Curriculum

WESTFIELD — A total of 112
teachers from the Westfield elemen-
tary schools participated in a math-
ematics workshop this summer to
further prepare them for a new cur-
riculum entitled Everyday Math-
ematics.

The new curriculum was piloted in
Westfield for the last two years, with
input received from students, teach-
ers and parents. A survey of elemen-
tary parents was administered earlier
this year, with 850 parents attesting
to their satisfaction with the new
program.

Beginning this September, Every-
day Mathematics will be taught in
grades K-5 in all six of Westfield’s
elementary schools.

According to Dr. Regina Kiczek,
Mathematics Supervisor K-8, “A
large part of the success of program
lies in teacher training. Seventeen of
our teachers now constitute the El-
ementary Math Leadership Team.
They are excited about working to-
gether on this initiative and have lots
of ideas of how they can help their
colleagues implement the program
this year.”

The leadership team met nine times
during July and August and exam-
ined the math program in light of
national standards, re-wrote the el-
ementary math curriculum, and par-
ticipated in the elementary training

workshops. The team also attended a
four-day Everyday Mathematics
Academy at County College of Mor-
ris, and developed plans for October
in-service for teachers and continu-
ing programs for parents.

The standards of the curriculum
meet those established by the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics and the New Jersey Core
Content Curriculum.

Members of the Elementary Math-
ematics Leadership Team include:
Claudia Andreski, Tara Buonadonna,
and Karen Salter from Franklin El-
ementary School; Cindy Andzel,
MaryJo Juelis and Sandy Stanton
from Jefferson Elementary School;
Nicole Barca, Mary Dailey and Yaeko
Knaus from McKinley Elementary
School; Lisa Barretta Thomas, Chris
Bondira and Trista Pollard from
Tamaques Elementary School; Karen
Kashlak and Lisa Mueller from Wash-
ington Elementary School; and Kim
Ford, Angela LaCarrubba and
Scarlett O’Neill from Wilson El-
ementary School.

In commenting on the Leadership
Team training, Mary Dailey, fifth
grade teacher at McKinley School,
said, “The Leadership Team training
was excellent. I fell well prepared
and excited to support staff and stu-
dents as we implement Everyday
Mathematics in grades K-5.”

Di Francesco Receives
Jurist Doctorate Degree

SCOTCH PLAINS – Derrick John
Di Francesco, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
The College of New Jersey, has re-
ceived his Jurist Doctorate Degree
from New York Law School.

Mr. Di Francesco has been em-
ployed with the law firms of Joseph
A. Lambariello in Bridgewater, and
Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland &
Perretti in Morristown.

He will begin a clerkship for The
Honorable John Pisanksy of the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey.

Mr. Di Francesco is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Di Francesco of
Scotch Plains.

Teens Juggling School, Sports,
Volunteerism Should Be Appreciated

By ELISABETH SALEMME
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Life: It ain’t easy…” sings Vita-
min C in their song that is so
apropos, especially for high
school students. For those liv-
ing up to the high expectations
to be involved in a number of
extracurricular activities, while
maintaining a high grade point
average, life can be incredibly
difficult as well as stressful.

Often, students are forced to
abandon certain activities and
prioritize which activities mean
the most to them. When stu-
dents take time out of their hec-
tic lives to volunteer for the less
fortunate or for the benefit of

the community, they should be
praised.

Recently, I received a letter from
the head of Youth Ministry at my
church stating that I, along with nine
others, “have not been selected” to
be part of the Peer Ministry Program
for my senior year. As a junior, I
acted as a Peer Minister for a small
group of high school freshmen with
whom I worked every other week. To
say the least, I was appalled that
something like this could ever hap-
pen to someone like myself who was
so committed to my small group.

In addition to aiding in the in-
struction for both small and large
freshmen group meetings, it is rec-
ommended that Peer Ministers vol-
unteer with other church-related
activities. Most of these activities
take place during the week when I,
along with many others, partici-
pate in three seasons of sports then
come home to hours of homework
each night.

Admittedly, I could have done
more. I do not, however, believe stu-
dents should be penalized if they are
in fact getting involved.

In the highly-competitive world of
high school, students are packing
their lives with extracurricular ac-
tivities not only to enhance the ap-
peal of their college applications but
also to fulfill their potentials as ma-
turing people. Part of becoming a
more well rounded individual is par-
taking in religious activities and giv-
ing back to the community.

I do not wish to denounce my
church, for the work it does in help-

ing the less fortunate as well as the
community is extraordinary. I do
hope, however, to remind those in
charge that every volunteer should
be appreciated.

Volunteer organizations should
give everyone who wants an oppor-
tunity a chance to volunteer. For
example, at a local synagogue, the
Peer Leadership program has been
changed so that everyone who wants
to be a Peer Leader is given the
opportunity to do so.

Sarah Heitner of Westfield, who
will be a senior in the fall, is both a
member of this synagogue as well as
Treasurer of the Youth Group. She
said, “If a student wants to take time
and effort out of his or her busy high
school schedule and put their heart
into (volunteer activities), then that’s
really good. Everyone should be able
to participate if they want to.”

Other organizations value their
volunteers as well. Fiona Greeley of
Mountainside is a member of Habi-
tat for Humanity. “When my friends
and I take time to help when we are
needed, everyone (at Habitat) appre-
ciates our work.”

More organizations should take
advantage of students’ efforts, for it
is our generation that will soon have
the responsibility of helping the com-
munity and making the world a bet-
ter place to live.

Being fully-committed to every
activity is almost impossible. Any
time spent participating in volunteer
activities should be valued. The at-
tempts by students to “make the world
a better place,” as Vitamin C contin-
ues, come from true compassion and
should only be recognized with a
positive attitude.


