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By ALLISON STEC
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Rebecca Tomkins has lived in the
Town of Westfield for two years with
her husband on a quiet northside
neighborhood. Ms. Tomkins works
at NBC and commutes to New York
City five days a week.

She is one of many residents who
gets the unfortunate opportunity to
walk nearly half a mile from her
parking spot to the station each morn-
ing. Sure, everyone would want a
spot near the platform to save a long
walk. However, for Ms. Tomkins
there is one difference: she is five
months pregnant.

“Depending on the day, I usually
park anywhere between the YMCA
and Roosevelt (Intermediate)
School,” Ms. Tomkins said. “It’s be-
coming increasingly difficult for me
to search for on-street parking and
hike to and from the station each
day.”

Councilman Proposes Temporary Commuter Permits
For Pregnant Women to Park Near Train Station

Ms. Tomkins contacted Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Town Council’s Trans-
portation, Parking and Traffic Com-
mittee, about getting a temporary
parking pass for the train station lot
until her baby was born. She was
shocked to find out the Westfield had
no such general allowance, except in
certain cases. However, Ms. Tomkins
had already started the ball rolling.

“I think pregnancy is a wonderful
thing and worthy of positive dis-
crimination,” Councilman Sullivan
said. “In the past, ‘hardship’ pleas
were dealt with on a case by case
basis with the mayor and/or adminis-
trator asking or directing the (town)
clerk to issue a permit.”

His plan would work as follows: A
90-day permit would be issued to the
pregnant commuter on a first-come,
first-serve basis, and the recipient
would choose the 90-day period that
suits her best.

A permit would be issued to preg-
nant women, who currently don’t
hold permits, to park at South Av-
enue or Watterson Street parking lots
or the new temporary commuter lot
on Cacciola Place. A preferred spot
would then be issued.

The approximate cost would be
$45 per month. Should the recipient
already have a Watterson or Cacciola
permit, which goes for $30 per
month, they would pay the differ-
ence.

The spaces would be located on
one side of the “horseshoe” area in
front of the train station on South
Avenue.

When these preferred spaces at
the train station are set aside for
pregnant commuters, the concern
becomes how difficult it would be
to prevent the permit from being
subject to misuse and abuse.

“I hope the spots would be self-
enforcing. If not, it wouldn’t be in
the spirit of the issue,” Councilman
Sullivan said. “It allows for self-
enforcing because people will only
be expecting pregnant women to get
in and out of those cars.” However,

short-term meters would also be in-
stalled should a spot not be in use by
a pregnant commuter.

The “slippery slope” factor has
also been brought up in this situa-
tion. For example, what would be
done if a resident with a broken ankle
desires a temporary pass? In this type
of situation, the state has laws where
doctors provide handicapped permits,
and Westfield would be adhering to
that standard. If more handicapped
spots are needed, they will be cre-
ated.

“We are accomplishing a great
deal, and construction is being done
right now,” Councilman Sullivan
added. “We hope to be done by La-
bor Day, no pun intended.”

Ms. Tomkins is sure to be one of
many pleased mothers-to-be.

“The reason we were attracted to
Westfield in the first place is be-
cause it is a town that pays attention
to its residents,” she said. “I am
impressed with how quickly the
council responded and have been so
thoughtful about the process. It’s
enforced my desire to live in
Westfield.”

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week, the Census Bureau re-
leased additional data compiled from
the Census 2000, containing detailed
demographics for individual coun-
ties, municipalities and
Congressional districts.

The Census, which is
the largest peacetime ef-
fort conducted by the
government, is calcu-
lated every 10 years.
Compiling and analyz-
ing the data involves the
work of thousands of de-
mographers crunching
numbers over a three-
year period.

The Census Bureau
between March and June
of 2000 published some
of the Census data, such
as total population for
the country, including
gender, age and the ra-
cial make-up of each
state and county.

One of the major changes incorpo-
rated into Census 2000 was adding
Hispanic and Latino ethnicity as a
category choice in addition to other
racial category changes. Another sig-
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nificant change was allowing respon-
dents to categorize themselves as
more than one race, up to a total of
six race categories in various combi-
nations for the first time in Census
history.

The new data released last week
included information on gender, age,
race, Hispanic or Latino origin,
household relationship and other
household and family characteris-
tics broken down by counties, mu-
nicipalities, Congressional districts
and ZIP code areas.

Housing items included occupancy
status of whether a unit was owner-
or renter- occupied, vacant housing
statistics and average household size.
Family characteristics were broken
down by households with or without
children, married couples, female
householders without a husband
present and non-family households.

Other data published by the Bu-
reau included thematic maps of
people per square mile and average

household size broken down by coun-
ties, municipalities and Congres-
sional districts. Relationship ques-
tions regarding the gender of spouses
and unmarried partners allowed the
Bureau to publish statistics on same-

sex partners for each state, county
and for some municipalities.

Other statistics on occupations,
commuters, education level, house-
hold income and housing values will
become available over the course of
the next few years. Comparison tables
for specific population groups and
for smaller geographic areas will
also become available as it is com-
piled.

All of the Census data is posted on
the Internet on the Census 2000
Website at www.census.gov.

Some Union County municipali-
ties showed a population increase in
the last 10 years, while others saw a
decline. The Town of Westfield
gained 774 residents, a 2.7 percent
increase, from 28,870 in 1990 to

Springfield Ave.-Broad St. Reconfiguration
Underway; Project to Be Completed By Oct.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By ERIN COCKREN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The intersection at East Broad Street
and Springfield Avenue in Westfield
is being reconfigured. The County of
Union began work in early August

and will complete construction by
late September or early October.

The county made a bid for state aid
funds to improve the East Broad-
Springfield intersection and others
within the county. A portion of the

money obtained covers the majority
of the $280,000 renovations.

According to County Engineer G.
Bruce Connor, the project includes
the installation of a new traffic signal
system with state-of-the-art timing
devices. The older lights are too out-
dated to be improved, and the new
models can be adjusted as necessary
in the future.

The intersection has a concrete
island that separates those vehicles
traveling eastbound on Springfield
Avenue making a right turn onto East
Broad. That island will be removed
along with the traffic light on it.

In its place, white paint stripping
will be drawn to separate two dedi-
cated lanes: one for continuing
straight and the second for right turns,
Mr. Connor stated.

Similarly, those traveling west-
bound on Springfield Avenue from
Cranford will encounter two dedi-
cated lanes: one for left turns and one
traveling straight. Those traveling
on East Broad from downtown
Westfield will enter either a dedi-
cated left turn lane, or a second lane
allowing all three movements: left,
straight and right. Traffic signals will
utilize turning arrow and delayed
green methods to allow turning cars
to advance before the rest of traffic.

Westfield Town Engineer Kenneth
B. Marsh added that the “new inter-
section will be more compatible with
traffic to eliminate backups in all
directions.”

The intersection is also being wid-
ened on Springfield Avenue to incor-
porate the newly defined lanes. Origi-

nal plans included the purchase of 15
feet of land from the Echo Lake
Church of Christ on Springfield Av-
enue, the cost of which would have
been incurred by the town.

“We were uncomfortable with the

Courtesy of Sheri Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation
ENJOYING THE VIEW…Last Thursday, on a gorgeous summer day, a couple savored the beauty of Mindowaskin Park
and the pond’s centerpiece, a cool fountain. Behind their bench, the couple’s dog takes in another angle of the park’s
splendor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCAVENGERS…Part of an end-of-the-summer scavenger hunt assigned to
Westfield Y counselors-in-training included a visit to the office of The Westfield
Leader last week. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Caryn Feder of
Fanwood, Gina Castrorao of Westfield, Mark Anderson of Westfield, John
Digilio of North Plainfield, Thurston Hamlette of Scotch Plains, and back row,
Mallory Kilroy of Cranford, William Alston of Cranford, and Y Staff Member
Michael D’Amato.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION…The Scotch Plains Public Library
recently acquired the microfilm of its 1963 to 1979 copies of The Times of Scotch
Plains- Fanwood. The library’s original newspaper copies were deteriorating,
yellowing and some were torn. Seated, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks
and Councilman William F. McClintock, Jr. compare the original document to
the microfilm version shown by Library Director Norbert Bernstein. Pictured,
behind Mayor Marks, Horace R. Corbin, Publisher of The Times, looks on with
pride. See related story on Page 2.

Streetscape, Parking Lot Projects
Moving Ahead on Council Agenda

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The long awaited downtown
streetscape and parking lot improve-
ment projects are finally moving for-
ward.

At a specially called 8 a.m. meeting
of the Town Council Tuesday morn-
ing, the governing body introduced
two ordinances in order to begin work
on the projects that have been in the
planning since 1999.

Funded through a Union County
“Project Downtown” grant of
$450,000 awarded last year, which
will cover the bulk of the $588,000
cost, the capital ordinance will in-
clude the following projects:

•Bank Square, at the intersection of
East Broad and Elm Streets, featuring
brick-patterned crosswalks and gran-
ite  block paving at the center of the
intersection.

•Boulevard Gateway, consisting of
improvements to the intersection of
Boulevard at South Avenue, such as
brick-patterned  crosswalks, landscap-

ing, new sidewalks, lighting and
signage.

•Rialto Theatre Park, along the side
of the Rialto Theatre, featuring a small
brick plaza with benches, a bicycle
rack, an information kiosk, landscap-
ing, lighting and telephones.

•Theater Walk, along the easterly
side of the Rialto Theatre, next to the
Windmill Restaurant on East Broad
Street, from Parking Lot No. 5 to East
Broad Street. Included will be brick
pavers, new lighting and landscaping.

•Central Avenue Gateway, consist-
ing of enhancements along Central
Avenue between North and South
Avenues, including new sidewalks,
crosswalks, lighting, signage and
shade trees and brick-patterned cross-
walks.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
said he anticipates that the streetscape
work will begin late September or
early October. He said Downtown
streetscape work will be completed
first.

Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea noted that the town will stag-
ger the projects to ensure as little dis-
ruption of traffic and the downtown
business community as possible.

The council also introduced a bond

ordinance to move ahead with en-
hancements to parking lots 5, behind
the Rialto Theatre; and lot 2A, along
the train tracks behind the Townsend
Building.

The parking lot improvements will
be paid through a previously received
$150,000 zero interest grant from the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs.

Mr. Marsh said the lot behind the
theater will be resurfaced with new
lighting added.

Lot 2A, which officials have noted
is in poor condition, will be recon-
structed. The work will not increase
parking capacity in the lot.

Work on the lots cannot begin until
20 days after the ordinance is adopted.
The council is expected to take that
action at its next meeting on Tuesday,
September 4.

Mr. Gildea noted that Tuesday’s
meeting was scheduled in a effort to
“speed the process up a little.” Had the
Council met as per its regular sched-
ule, all of the work would have been
shifted to mid or late October.

He said the town has already com-
pleted the public bid process on the
streetscape and parking lot and will
award the contracts next month.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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David Treut Graduates
New York University
WESTFIELD — David Treut of

Westfield recently graduated from
New York University (NYU). He
majored in Music Performance and
Jazz Studies.

David has been pursuing a career
in Jazz percussion and has played at
many clubs in and around Manhat-
tan including the Knitting Factory,
the Internet Café and Cornelius Street
Café.

He began playing at several jazz
clubs in New York prior to entering
NYU where the head of the jazz
department heard him play at the
“Late Night” at the Blue Note. Learn-
ing that he had applied to NYU, he
offered David a Music Talent schol-
arship.

For the past two summers, David
has participated in the Jazz program
at the Banff Center for the Arts in
Banff, Canada under the direction of
Kenny Werner. He has also attended
and performed at the Lake Placid
Jazz Camp in Lake Placid, N.Y. In
earlier years he spent a summer at
the Interlochen Arts Camp in
Interlochen, Mich. and several times
at the Cape May Jazz Festival.

Last month, David performed at
the Smithville Jazz Festival. For a
time he was part of the Tony Malaby
Trio. He has studied under Tony
Moreno, Bob Parsons, Tony Malaby
and Barry Lazarowitz.

Danielle A. Shaw Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – Danielle A. Shaw,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. An-
thony R. Shaw, Jr. of Pembroke,
Mass., formerly of Westfield, and
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Osorio of Roselle,
graduated from Montclair State Uni-
versity during commencement exer-
cises held in May.

Danielle received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Psychology. She is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reconfiguration
major change and, we wanted to be
sure that we were fairly considered.
But we declared publicly that if that
were to happen we would agree for
the public good,” said Donnell Carr,
a Trustee at the Echo Lake Church of
Christ.

Recent adjustments only require
use of previously town-owned land
at the edge of the property. Several
trees will be removed on the Spring-
field side of the property, but new
ones will be planted at the comple-
tion of construction. Sage Stefiuk Graduates

Army Training Camp
WESTFIELD — Sage R. Stefiuk

has graduated from the Army Re-
serve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)
Advanced Camp at Fort Lewis,
Tacoma, Wash.

At the camp, Sage completed a
five-week course of intensive mili-
tary leadership training and evalua-
tion exercises in communications,
management, and survival training.

After successfully completing ad-
vanced camp and graduating from
college, Sage will be commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant to serve in
the U.S. Army, National Guard, or
Reserve.

Sage is currently a student at
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.

Her parents are Mr. and Mrs.
George T. Stefiuk of Westfield. In
1998, she graduated from Westfield
High School.

Rachel Laskow Travels to Israel,
Poland, Bulgaria During Mission

WESTFIELD – Rachel Laskow of
Westfield is one of 18 campus edi-
tors visiting Israel, Poland and Bul-
garia from August 12 to 26 as part of
the ninth annual Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) Albert Finkelstein
Memorial Study Mission for Cam-
pus Newspaper Editors.

A sophomore majoring in English
at Bucknell University in Lewisburg,
Pa., Rachel is the daughter of Karen
Kavalin of Westfield and Michael
Laskow of Agoura Hills, Calif. She
is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

While at Bucknell, Rachel has
served as news editor of The
Bucknellian, the student-run cam-
pus newspaper at Bucknell. She will
serve as associate editor this fall.

The trip will provide the student
journalists with day-to-day experi-

ence in the lives of Israelis and
Palestinians and a valuable lesson
in history with visits to Poland and
Bulgaria beforehand, according to
ADL National Director Abraham
Foxman.

“They will see for themselves how
Israelis, both Jewish and Arab, and
Palestinians live beyond what the tele-
vision cameras show. The overwhelm-
ing response to this year’s trip is not
surprising considering the applicant
pool is made up of future journalists
who want to judge the situation for
themselves,” said Mr. Foxman.

Rachel will join fellow campus
editors from the universities and
colleges throughout the country. She
will meet with scholars,
policymakers and journalists, as well
as travel to religious and historic
sites.

MONDAY, AUGUST 6
•Jermaine S. Acbee, 18, of

Plainfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a North Avenue
store. He was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

•Alicia M. Hood, 19, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a North Avenue store. Hood,
who was also taken into custody on
a contempt of court warrant out of
Somerset County for theft, was held
in lieu of $250 bail on the Westfield
charge.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
•Police reported that the driver’s

side window was broken on a 1991
Toyota on Sandra Circle.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
•A resident of Forest Avenue re-

ported that her apartment was en-
tered by an unknown person. Noth-
ing had been reported missing as of
press time, police said.

•Joshua McMahon, 22, of
Westfield was arrested in the 500
block of East Broad Street and
charged with possession of a false
New Jersey driver’s license. He was
later released on a summons.

•Jonathan Faggins, 40, whose last
known address was in Plainfield,
was arrested and charged with ag-
gravated assault on a police officer
and with possession of burglary tools.

He allegedly shoved the officer
while being detained on suspicion of
having attempted to steal a bicycle
from the north side Westfield train
station. Faggins, who police said
then tried to flee the scene, was
apprehended a short distance away.
He was being held at the Union
County Jail on $55,000 bail.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10
•A Central Avenue resident re-

ported a case of identity theft, in
which his credit card was used with-
out his authorization to purchase
$500 in footwear over the Internet.

•Liliana Pennacchia, 67, of
Westfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a North Avenue
store. She was released after posting
$100 bail.

•Authorities confirmed that jew-
elry valued at $3,200 was reported
stolen from a home on North Av-
enue, West. There were no signs of
forced entry.

•Andrey Mayer, 33, of Union was
arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing and with possession of burglary
tools at a North Avenue store. He was
released on his own recognizance.

MONDAY, AUGUST 13
•A laptop computer was reported

stolen from The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield on Mountain Avenue.

•A Kenilworth resident reported
the theft of his 1999 Dodge pickup
from Prospect Street. The vehicle
was subsequently recovered in
Millburn by Essex County authori-
ties.

•Ludgero Esteves, 18, of Elizabeth
and two male juveniles, also from Eliza-
beth, were arrested after they allegedly
abandoned a stolen car on Elizabeth
Avenue in Westfield and fled on foot
into Garwood. The vehicle had been
reported stolen from Cranford.

One of the juveniles, age 17, was
charged with joyriding, while the
other, a 16-year-old, was charged
with joyriding and with possession
of burglary tools. Both were turned
over to the custody of their parents.

Esteves, who was charged with
possession of stolen property and
with possession of burglary tools,
was held in lieu of $10,000 bail. He
was also held on a warrant from the
Elizabeth Municipal Court.

•Thomas Gavendo, 32, of Summit
was arrested and charged with driv-

ing while intoxicated following a
traffic accident on Lamberts Mill
Road.

•Maria Hordynsky, 50, of Union
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a North Avenue store. She
was released on her own recogni-
zance with a summons.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14
•Dhong M. Kim, 47, of Jersey City

was arrested in the 800 block of
Forest Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalyzer test, having a
revoked driver’s license and leaving
the scene of an accident. He was
released on his own recognizance to
a responsible party.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16
•Burglaries were reported at two

homes on Summit Avenue. In the
first incident, the break-in was dis-
covered when a house alarm was
activated. Police said entry was
gained through a first-floor dining
room window.

In the second incident, access to
the home was gained through a bro-
ken front window and several areas
of the home were found ransacked.
Nothing was reported missing at ei-
ther residence, authorities confirmed.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18
•Martha L. Ramos, 35, of Eliza-

beth was arrested at a North Avenue
store and charged with shoplifting.
She was released on her own recog-
nizance.

•A wallet was reported stolen from
a motor vehicle in the parking lot of
a local club.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
•A resident of Scotch Plains re-

ported the theft of cash and two
cellular telephones from her 1999
Lexus, which was parked outside a
local club. The incident happened
the previous day.

•A 2001 Lincoln valued at ap-
proximately $40,000 was reported
stolen from the parking lot of a local
club. The vehicle had not been re-
covered as of press time.

MONDAY, AUGUST 20
•James Gilligan and Jesse Pacheco,

both 19 and residents of Elizabeth,
were arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with possession of alcohol
under the legal age. Both were is-
sued summonses and released on
their own recognizance.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21
•Gavin Shulman, 18, of Westfield

was arrested at Clifton Street and
Central Avenue and charged with
possession of marijuana, hashish,
ecstasy, alcohol under the legal age
and a fictitious driver’s license. He
was released on his own recogni-
zance.

Kelly Anne Burns
Receives Degree

WESTFIELD – Purdue Univer-
sity in West Lafayette, Ind. has re-
vealed that Westfield resident Kelly
Anne received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Management during com-
mencement exercises in May.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Eyeing More Commuter Jitneys
By STEPHEN CHIGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Westfield are
looking to bolster the NJ Transit
jitney service they secured last
month. Local officials said the
municipalities are seeking up to
two more shuttles to supplement
the two awarded on July 30.

The extra shuttles would likely
be used cooperatively between
the three towns.

The jitney service looks to pro-
vide additional riders  for local
trains, as well as reduced parking
lot crowding and roadway conges-
tion. For Fanwood, though, it falls
under the rubric of a downtown
revitalization initiative that Mayor
Louis C. Jung calls the borough’s
“top priority.”

“Over the next 3 to 5 years, the
goal would be to bring millions
of dollars of ratables”  to
Fanwood, Mayor Jung said. He
said that the plan, set for review
by the Borough Council in late
September, involves building
additional upscale housing in the
downtown and rearranging park-
ing spaces.

According to Clayton Pierce,

Fanwood’s Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Coordinator, the jitney service
will increase property values and
also attract shoppers to the down-
town. During off-peak hours, the
borough may use the van as it sees
appropriate.

One possibility is to shuttle
people between the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood downtowns. Also
being considered is a concierge
service that would run errands for
jitney riders during the day.

Mr. Pierce said that the borough
has partnered with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion to provide drivers. Besides sell-
ing admission for the shuttles, he
said, the town is also considering
renting advertising space on its sides.

Mr. Pierce said he thinks the ser-
vice will “be profitable from day
one.”

The cost of the jitney will be the
same as that of a parking permit, said
Mr. Pierce. Fanwood has predicted
that the shuttle combined with the
development of their downtown could
bring up to a half million dollars in
ridership to NJ Transit.

Westfield Acting Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said that Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood had

originally applied for two vans
each, though they only received
one apiece. At NJ Transit’s sug-
gestion, they are now working
together to create a shared ser-
vices operation, particularly in-
volving the border of Westfield
and Scotch Plains.

According to Mr. Gildea, the
three towns have jointly asked
NJ Transit to review their needs,
and will likely reapply for extra
vans next year. He said that
though they will probably apply
for two vans, they could share
services with only one.

Mr. Pierce said that he hopes
also to apply to Union County
for the additional vans. However,
Sebastian D’Elia, a county spokes-
man, said that the county did not
provide such service.

“We’re not in the business of
doing that,” he said.

The $94,000, 20-passenger NJ
Transit busses are scheduled to
arrive in Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood next spring. Un-
der NJ Transit’s Community
Shuttle Program, the jitneys are
free to the towns, and communi-
ties providing the service will
receive $60,000 in start-up costs.

29,644 in 2000.
Scotch Plains gained 1,572 resi-

dents, a 7.4 percent increase, from
21,160 in 1990 to 22,732 in 2000.
Fanwood saw a gain of 59 residents,
a .8 percent increase, from 7,115 in
1990 to 7,174 in 2000.

And, Mountainside Borough lost
55 residents, a .6 percent loss, from
6,657 in 1990 to 6,602 in 2000.

The average household size for all
of Union County and most of Central
New Jersey was between 2.75 and
2.77 people per household. On the
average, Union County had 5,059
people per square mile.

Westfield had 10,819 households
and 4,403 people per square mile;
Scotch Plains had 8,479 households
and 2,503 people per square mile;
Fanwood had 2,615 households and
5,362 people per square mile; and
Mountainside had 2,478 households
and 1,641 people per square mile.
A major city, like Newark, had
11,495 people per square mile.

Hudson County was the most
densely populated with 13,044
people per square mile while Sus-
sex County had only 277 people
per square mile and Warren County
came in at 286 people per square
mile.

The racial data for each munici-
pality was broken down by six,
single race categories, a two or
more races category and statistics
on Hispanic or Latino populations.
Demographics of the Asian cat-
egory were further broken down
into Asian Indian, Chinese, Fili-
pino, Japanese, Korean, Vietnam-
ese and other Asian for each geo-
graphical area. The Hawaiian and
other Pacific Islander category was
broken down into Native Hawai-
ian, Guamanian or Chamorro, Sa-
moan and other Pacific Islander.

The Hispanic and Latino category
was listed as an ethnicity that could
be chosen in combination with any
of the race categories. This ethnic
category was further broken down
into Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cu-
ban and other Hispanic or Latino.

Westfield’s total Hispanic or
Latino population was tallied at
836 or 2.8 percent; Scotch Plains
counted 895 or 3.9 percent;
Fanwood counted 268 or 3.7 per-
cent; and Mountainside counted
199 or 3 percent for this category.

Of Westfield’s 10,622 occupied
households, 8,674 are owner occu-
pied and 1,948 are rental units. Of
Scotch Plains’ 8,349 occupied
households, 6,548 are owner occu-
pied and 1,801 are rental units while
Fanwood’s 2,574 occupied house-
holds include 2,369 owner occu-
pied and 205 rental units.
Mountainside has 2,434 occupied
households, of which 2,303 are
owner occupied and 131 are rental
units.

The household relationships cat-
egory showed that Westfield had
7,222 married couples and 995 resi-
dents over the age of 65. Scotch
Plains had 5,376 married couples
and 777 residents over 65. Fanwood
had 1,802 married couples and 257
residents over 65. Mountainside had
1,750 married couples and 289 resi-
dents over 65.


