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County Vo-Tech Offers
No-Cost, Dual Education

Union County College Installs
New Alumni Board for 2001-2002

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Alumni Association recently
installed a new slate of officers for the
2001-2002 academic year. Naomi
Mirlocca will serve as the new Presi-
dent, replacing Virginia Apelian of
Somerset, who served from 1999-2001.

In addition to Ms. Mirlocca, the
Board of Directors includes: Gail Ann
Denman of Cranford as First Vice Presi-

dent; Bonnie J. Bendlin of Springfield
as Second Vice President; Suzanne
Covine of Westfield as Treasurer; and
Maureen Rincavage of Westfield as
Corresponding Secretary.

Other members include Nancy
Benz of Cranford, Betty Bradley of
Watchung, Gina Caivano of Roselle
Park, Marion Curka of Edison, John
F. Fallon, Jr. of Elizabeth, Mary Lou
Gray of Edison, Theodore E. Johnson,
Jr. of Union, Linda I. Kurdilla of
Union, Harry Kreis of Watchung,
Patrick LaQuaglia of Howell, Marion
Menzer of Fanwood, Catherine M.
Meyers of Roselle Park, Anthony
Paglia of Union, Brian K. Reilly of
South Plainfield and Dr. Jacob Rosen
of Scotch Plains.

Alumni Association projects in-
clude hosting a membership table at
graduation and annually providing
funding for the Alumni Prize awarded
at commencement ceremonies.

The Alumni Association also sup-
ports the Union County College
Foundation’s “Shaping Our Future”
campaign, which funds scholarships
to assist students. Alumni who do-
nate $50 or more to the campaign
receive special recognition in “About
Union,” the Alumni Association
newsletter.

Annual dues are $5. In addition to
alumni activities, those who enroll
for three years of membership are
eligible to use the Fitness Center on
the Cranford campus at an alumni
rate of $25 per semester.

For more information, please call
Ann Poskocil at (908) 709-7505.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains is
currently accepting applications for the
school year, beginning in September.

Barbara Kaczmarek, Admission
Recruiter for UCVTS programs, said
that students gain valuable, certified
skills from the high school each year,
and many more should take advan-
tage of the training programs. The
UCVTS program has one of the high-
est job placement rates in the state,
according to Ms. Kaczmarek.

“Training is available free of charge
to ever high school student in the
county,” she said. “Any student who
wants to pursue technical training also
receives free transportation to and from

their high school campus as well.”
The current program allows stu-

dents to attend UCVTS on a “shared
time” basis. Students spend half of
the school day at their hometown
high school and the remainder of the
day at UCVTS. Successful comple-
tion of their studies at both schools
leads to the award of two diplomas at
graduation time.

At UCVTS, students may choose
from a variety of technical trades, as
well as culinary arts, cosmetology,
horticulture and law enforcement
programs.

The technical programs include
air conditioning, heating and refrig-
eration technology, allied health,
automotive technology, automotive
collision and repair, carpentry and
construction, child development,
commercial art, computer-aided
drafting and design, computer re-
pair, electrical technology, electro-
mechanical technology, graphic com-
munications, maintenance mechan-
ics, office systems technology, and
telecommunications.

Free job placement assistance is
available to all students upon gradu-
ation and anytime thereafter.

UCVTS also offers “Tech Prep”
options in a number of programs that
allow students to earn free college
credits for their coursework. Many
of the high school’s students pursue
college degrees.

Currently, UCVTS is accepting
shared time applications for the 2001-
2002 academic year, which begins
on Wednesday, September 5.

For more information and applica-
tion forms, please call the Office of
Admissions at (908) 889-8288, ex-
tension no. 340 or 341.

High school students may also ob-
tain information about the shared time
program through the guidance coun-
selors at their hometown high school.

Collegiate Scholars Society
Inducts Josh Hamerman
SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua

Hamerman of Scotch Plains has ac-
cepted membership in the National
Honor Society of Collegiate Schol-
ars and will be honored during a
campus ceremony this fall at Indiana
University.

Rutgers Math Professor Roberts Receives
National Science Foundation Recognition

WESTFIELD — Rutgers Profes-
sor Fred S. Roberts of Westfield,
director of the university’s Center
for Discrete Mathematics and Theo-
retical Computer Science
(DIMACS), has received a National
Science Foundation (NSF) Science
and Technology Centers Pioneer
Award.

The award was presented by NSF
Director Rita Colwell and Deputy
Director Joseph Bordogna on Au-
gust 7 in a ceremony at NSF head-
quarters in Arlington, Va.

The commemorative plaque Mr.
Roberts received reads, “in recogni-
tion of your vision, leadership, and
entrepreneurial spirit in pioneering
the science and technology center

concept.”
Mr. Roberts, a professor of math-

ematics has been a leader in focusing
the mathematical sciences commu-
nity on outreach to areas beyond
mathematics. He is one of the found-
ing fathers of DIMACS, having con-
tributed to the proposal that led to its
creation in 1989.

He has served DIMACS in many
roles, culminating in his assuming
the directorship in 1996. Mr. Roberts
joined the Rutgers mathematics fac-
ulty in 1972 and has also held visit-
ing positions at Cornell University,
AT&T Bell Laboratories and North-
eastern University.

Mr. Roberts’ major research inter-
ests are in mathematical models in

the social, behavioral, biological and
environmental sciences, and of prob-
lems of communications and trans-
portation.

DIMACS was established by NSF
as one of its original 11 Science and
Technology Centers nationwide. The
centers were designed to increase
the United States’ economic com-
petitiveness and train the next gen-
eration of scientists and engineers
through a program of cutting-edge
research initiatives, innovative edu-
cational programs and knowledge
transfer to industry.

DIMACS runs research and edu-
cational programs on such topics as
network security, massive data sets,
quantum computing and the inter-
face between mathematics and biol-
ogy.

DIMACS is also supported by the
New Jersey Commission on Science
and Technology. It is a joint project
with AT&T Labs-Research, Bell
Labs/Lucent Technologies, Telcordia
Technologies (formerly Bellcore),
NEC Research and Princeton Uni-
versity, comprising some 200 affili-
ated scientists from those organiza-
tions.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Certified H.S. Teachers

OUR 25TH YEAR
EDUCATIONAL

SERVICES CENTER
1-800-762-8378

www.esctestprep.com
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Call 908-654-0110 to enroll 
or for a brochure.

Elaine Sigal 
Owner & Director

■ French and Spanish
■ Mummy and Me (Egyptology)

■ Story-Time Live (Theater Class)

■ Pirates and Ships

Resumés accepted from state certified teachers.

New one hour classes for 4-5 year olds

It’s amazing what yourchild
can learn in an hour!

Ask about 
our Science

Birthday 
Parties!

■ Phonics
■ Math   
■ Science
■ Botany

• Morning, afternoon, or late afternoon sessions 
are conducted 7 days a week.

• One hour each week for 12 weeks.
• 8 students per class maximum.

We’ve put together some special one hour sessions your
child will look forward to all week. Choose from morning,
afternoon or late afternoon classes. Our experienced, state
certified teachers use games and projects to create an
enjoyable and productive experience for your child.
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HANGE YOUR LIFE

Meet
Helena Santos-Martins, M.D. 

(UCC Class of ‘91)
Doctor of Internal Medicine 

Cambridge Health Alliance -an affiliate of Harvard Medical School

“When I arrived as an immigrant from Portugal, there were many skills I needed 
for future success. If it had not been for Union County College, I might not be 

where I am today. UCC put me on a great path and I’m still going!”

Register today!
Choose from over 80 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language (ESL)

Fall Semester begins September 5 (Registration until September 11)
Late Start classes begin September 24

For information call 908-709-7518 or visit us at www.ucc.edu

Kristin Steinbrecher
Graduates Army Camp

WESTFIELD — Kristin E.
Steinbrecher has graduated from the
Army Reserve Officer Training Corps
(ROTC) Advanced Camp at Fort Lewis,
Tacoma, Wash.

At the camp, Kristin completed a
five-week course of intensive military
leadership training and evaluation ex-
ercises in communications, manage-
ment, and survival training.

After successfully completing ad-
vanced camp and graduating from col-
lege, Kristin will be commissioned as a
Second Lieutenant to serve in the U.S.
Army, National Guard, or Reserve.

Kristin is currently a student at
Rutgers University, New Brunswick.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Ernst N. Steinbrecher of Westfield.

She is a 1998 graduate of Westfield
High School.

SPFHS Graduate Davis
Honored by Soroptimists

SPECIAL HONOR…Lenore Scurry, right, representing the Soroptimist Club of
Westfield, presents a check for $1,000 to Robert Stevens, advisor of the Students
Concerned for the Needy organization at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). The donation was presented to the group in the name of Lindsey Davis,
left, a 2001 graduate of SPFHS who received the Violet Richardson Award from
the North Atlantic Region of Soroptimists International in recognition of her
outstanding volunteer activities in her school, church and community.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The North
Atlantic Region of Soroptimist Interna-
tional named Lindsey Davis, a 2001
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, as its recipient of the
Violet Richardson Award.

The award, which honors young
women between the ages of 14-17 for
volunteerism, was conferred to Lindsey
after she was nominated by The Greater
Westfield Area Chapter of Soroptimist
International.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Davis of Scotch Plains.

Lindsey was active throughout her
high school career in volunteer activi-
ties in her school, church and commu-
nity. She was a leader in the school’s
Students Concerned for the Needy
(SCN) organization, which focuses stu-
dent awareness on local and worldwide
poverty and encourages students to per-
form community service. She chaired
their Rally Walk to end Local Hunger,
raised funds to assist a local family of
nine which lost everything in a fire,
prepared Thanksgiving baskets for fami-
lies on welfare, and created Easter bas-
kets for children and single mothers in
need.

Annually, Lindsey participated in the
group’s 30-Hour Famine, a project done
in conjunction with World Vision, in
which pupils sacrifice food for 30 hours
in order to understand more completely
the worldwide devastation caused by
hunger.

She was also involved in starting the
school’s Hunger Banquet last year, an
activity designed to focus on world
hunger and poverty in which the mem-
bers of the public who attend are ran-
domly assigned to “upper,” “middle,”
or “lower” classes and are treated ac-
cordingly: waitress service for the up-

per class, watery soup for the lower
class, for example.

Lindsey has also been active as a
Special Olympics volunteer, a Salva-
tion Army bell finger, a childcare pro-
vider at her church, a teen tutor, and a
freshman orientation “Big Sister at her
high school.”

As the regional recipient of the Violet
Richardson Award, Lindsey received a
monetary award from the Soroptimists
and Lenore Scurry of the Westfield
Soroptimist Club presented a check for
$1,000 in Lindsey’s name to the Stu-
dents Concerned with the Needy orga-
nization at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Robert Stevens, advisor to SCN, said,
“Her (Lindsey’s) compassion and con-
cern for the less fortunate coupled with
her leadership skills have helped SCN
to have one of its best years in its
history. The Soroptimist’s donation will
help the group continue its work in the
years ahead.”

Lindsey will continue her own aca-
demic and volunteer interests when she
enrolls at Dartmouth College in the fall.

Edward Jackson Earns
Dean’s List Standing
Edward A. Jackson, the son of Mr.

and Mrs. Charles C. Jackson, has
achieved Dean’s List at Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston, Mass. where
he is studying music production &
engineering.

Teen Adds Southern Feel
To Suburban Lifestyle
By ADAM TURNER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the 10 some-odd years I have
lived in the New York/New Jersey
area it has been brought to my atten-
tion that there is a serious misconcep-
tion of the south. Northerners look at
southerners and see people as closed-
minded hicks who live on farms. This
outlook makes you more closed-
minded than who you are accusing.

I was born and raised in a small
town called Fancy Farm, Ky., which
is much like your stereotypical small
town. It consists of less than 2,000
people, all of which can all be found
at St. Jerome’s Church on Sunday.
And for all 17 years of my life, it is
where I have spent a portion of my
summer, including this one.

Besides the corn, water towers,
and widespread houses, Westfield
and Fancy Farm aren’t too different.
In teenage life, I see the least diver-
sity. The students here do not wear
overalls with work boots to school as
some might think, and there is not a
class on farming. You have your
Abercrombie & Fitch, American
Eagle Outfitters, so on and so forth.

The high school spreads over an
entire county of towns all like Fancy
Farm, which makes it a school of
1,500, much like Westfield High
School (WHS).

There are varsity jackets, girls who
wear skimpy clothing and geeks. We
still have 4.0 grade point average
students, stuck-up snobs and parties
galore. And yes, there are police who
break those parties up, that’s not just
a Westfield thing. The way I see it,
Fancy Farms High School is WHS
stuck in between tobacco crops and a
field of corn.

Adults do not commute to New
York. In fact, a portion just travel right
over into an adjacent field for a day of
hard manual labor, which I believe
would help some suburban adults out.
The ones who do not farm hold up
ordinary jobs in surrounding cities.
Doctors, lawyers, accountants and
teachers — it’s all here. But somehow
people do not like to think so.

The most common misconception
is that everyone gets married at 16 to
their cousin. I can’t say I have seen
two cousins or any 16-year-old mar-
ried in my 17 years here.

That community of parents, who are
not related, still buy the Tae-Bo video,
and sometimes even that amazing
duster, window cleaner and tooth pick
all thrown into one for you on QVC.

Parents ground kids, and even scold
them for being out to late. It may be
in a different accent and they may be
talking to Billy Joe, not Mike, but it’s

all the same.
You may be able to spot Fancy Farm

on a map in western Kentucky right
next to Mayfield, about 30 miles south
of Paducah. Or you might find it in the
“Guinness Book of World Records”
for the largest one-day picnic and
barbeque. It’s definitely not Westfield
but it is a nice breath of fresh air.

Getting out of the daily routine our
town puts you into and retreating to
a place where everything is put in
slow motion is probably my favorite
part of the year. At Fancy Farm, I can
walk down the street and every per-
son I pass greets me with a smile and
a few words. I think maybe it’s us
Yankees, as they call us, who should
take a look at ourselves and realize
maybe if we could be a little more
like the south it wouldn’t hurt.

Purdue Univ. Posts
Names of Honor Pupils

WESTFIELD – Purdue Univer-
sity in West Lafayette, Ind. has re-
vealed that Westfield residents Kelly
Anne Burns and Christopher M.
Owens were named to the Dean’s
List for the spring 2001 semester.

Kelly is a management major,
while Christopher is focusing his
studies in liberal arts.

Brandon Doerr Named
To Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident

Brandon A. Doerr was named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2001 se-
mester at The Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore, Md.

Brandon, who attended Westfield
High School, is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Tim Doerr of Westfield.

At Johns Hopkins, Brandon is
majoring in economics. He will
graduate in May of 2003.

Ithaca College Places
O’Neill on Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ithaca College in

Ithaca, N.Y. has revealed that Abigail
O’Neill of Westfield was named to
the Dean’s List for the spring 2001
semester. She is focusing her studies
in television and radio.


