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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Kelep – A Central American sting-

ing ant that feeds on insects
2. Ulignose – Muddy; slimy
3. Gyve – To shackle, to chain
4. Asitia – Loss of appetite

DESTRER
1. A vagrant, hobo
2. A malicious person
3. A war horse
4. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
OEILLADE

1. A looking glass, small telescope
2. An affirmative answer
3. Overwhelm with joy
4. A flirting glance

SPARGEFACTION
1. The act of sprinkling
2. The most active ingredient, catalyst
3. Covered with filth
4. Of little or no consequence

AVENTINE
1. Extensive in width; of vast impor-

tance
2. A major Venetian waterway
3. One of the seven hills on which

Rome stood
4. Not varying, straight
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Will Bagger’s Concern Be Just Right
Medicine for the Ill Positioned GAC?
Assemblyman Bagger, a member of

the Joint Committee on the Public
Schools, has requested a review of the
school board’s decision to place the Girls
Athletic Complex (GAC) on Rahway
Avenue.

On a question as to the Lincoln School
site, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley stated that the $85,000
extra expense was just too great. How-
ever, when questioned about the Edison
Intermediate School parking lot site,
there has yet to be a response possibly do
to the summer holiday season.

Former Mayor Tom Jardim’s Task
Force on Traffic Safety, which is rapidly
becoming dated because of increased
volume on Rahway Avenue, targeted the
present field house location as a very

dangerous area.
The past three weeks have strongly

reinforced these findings. There have
been four accidents: a sign was sheared
down in front of the field house, another
accident occurred on the same block,
and two accidents occurred on the next
block. These occurred in the summer,
and the school year has yet to begin.

During this same period there were no
accidents in the Edison parking lot which
would provide a safe haven for students
and parents dropping off and picking up
children at the GAC if it were simply
located there.

The Westfield School District’s Busi-
ness Administrator, Robert Berman,
stated that there would be no measurable
difference in cost at either site.

Mayor Greg McDermott stated that
the school board should do a traffic and
safety impact study which was never
done. At the last Town Council meeting,
the Mayor stated one reason the parking
deck project has not progressed as quickly
as some may have liked was because it
would be irresponsible to proceed and
build without a traffic impact and safety
study for that project.

The issue of neighborhood opposition
was raised. However, this opposition
was for a maintenance yard at Edison,
not for this facility. The exact same
building could be built essentially for
the same money and if properly place
would actually shield the neighbors from
the parking lot activity.

The safety of the students hangs in the
balance. The placement is key. If it is on
Rahway Avenue, the students will be
discharged and picked up on the acci-
dent plagued street. If placed on the
parking lot, the parents and students will
have a safe haven. The students using the
football field can safely walk across the
proposed elevated roadway to the field.

The Westfield High School Principal,
Dr. Robert G. Petix, Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina, and Roger Love of the
Boosters Advisory Committee, stated
that the Rahway Avenue site is too dan-
gerous. Their opinions should carry the
weight and impact as delegates repre-
senting the concerns of the community
rather than being ignored.

When the school board members ran
for office, they asked for your support.
Let them now pay back the community
for this support by placing the GAC in
the Edison parking lot site.

A parent should not have to offer up
their child as a sacrificial lamb to prompt
this move; we need not be ruled by the
politics of tragedy.

A special thanks once again to the
Honorable Richard Bagger, a member of
the Joint Committee on Public Schools.
His watchful eye on this matter is greatly
appreciated.

The community awaits the school
board’s review of the location of the
GAC. In light of the compelling nega-
tive safety issues on Rahway Avenue,
moving the proposed site to the Edison
parking lot would demonstrate to the
community that the school board is do-
ing everything in their power to ensure
the safety of the students.

Andrew Coukos
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Teens Need to Reach Beyond Material Things,
Experience All Aspects of Society And Life

We’ve often heard the maxim “it’s the quality, not
the quantity.” How about if we apply this notion to
raising our kids? Let’s focus on providing them with
a quality of life that is not measured solely by the
quantity of material things they possess but rather by
the quality of the individual they grow into as adults.

Recently, our attention was drawn to a story in Time
magazine that considered the question of whether our
kids are too spoiled, too powerful, too consumption-
conscious and too overly-expectant of owning the
latest in fashion, fads, gizmos, toys, and the like. The
main article began with a recounting of the story —
granted, extreme in nature—of a 17-year-old Florida
girl spending an afternoon in a bar drinking alcoholic
beverages, which she charged on her American Ex-
press card, before driving off in her top-flight sports
car and then, while fiddling with her cell phone,
killing a pedestrian. At her arraignment for man-
slaughter, the girl’s parents asked the judge if it would
still be all right if their daughter went ahead with
plans to spend the summer in Paris, as was her annual
custom.

Was that an extreme example of excess — in the
case of both the spoiled kid and the over-generous
parents? Certainly. But the article also provided other
less-extreme instances of some child-rearing prac-
tices, like the teenager whose parents spent $10,000
to redecorate her bedroom, the struggling middle-
income single parent of three with a house full of
television sets and video games, and the school
teacher who rewards her young students just because
they followed the rules.

Of course, every parent is free to raise their offspring
in the way they think is best. What bothers us at times
is the feeling that kids whose first 17 or 18 years are
overly-shielded from the world’s realities are either
shell-shocked when they leave home or are so accus-
tomed to having it all — at no cost or sacrifice — that
they turn into unbearable or bitter adults.

For better or worse, we live in relatively prosperous

times and in a pretty prosperous location. We see 10-
year-olds with their own cell phones, high school
students driving nicer cars than their teachers,
children’s birthday parties and other galas that cost
almost as much as a wedding, teenagers buying their
clothes only at top-of-the-line boutiques. Again, these
are the choices of parents, who, in the end, have the
absolute right to do pretty much whatever they want
when it comes to their kids. Is it right? Is it healthy?
We’re not specialists in child-rearing, so we’ll leave
these questions to the experts.

But we still wonder: do kids still shovel snow in the
winter and mow the lawn in the summer, either for
money or just because it’s expected of them?

Are household chores still a part of being a kid? Do
teenagers ride bikes or walk anymore or is a car the
only acceptable mode of transportation? If something
is advertised on television or on the Internet, or if
almost everyone else owns one, does that mean all
kids must have one or risk being a social outcast? Do
young people have any clue as to the value of a dollar?

We’re not making blanket generalizations here.
Many young people in our area are involved in
activities that extend beyond their own selves. High
school service organizations, volunteerism, local sports
teams and part-time and after-school jobs are all ways
that young people can learn to interact with those less
fortunate, to learn the importance of being a member
of a team and to learn the value of a paycheck for a
day’s work.

We just hope parents in our communities are urging
their kids to strike out beyond their own little worlds
— beyond the material things — and experience other
aspects of society and life in general. The greater
exposure they have now will serve them well in the
years to come — and, perhaps, make them kinder,
more compassionate and understanding adults. And
hopefully it will make them realize that it’s not what
they fill a room with that’s important, but what they
themselves bring to that room that really matters.

Dealing With Car Dealers:
A Real Learning Experience

By DEBORAH MADISON

Looking back on life’s list of major
hassles - colicky babies, losing a wallet,
root canals and audits, I can now also
include, through first hand experience,
the horrendous ordeal of buying a new
car. And if I had to rank them in order of
unpleasantness, dealing with car dealers
would win the Extra Strength Tylenol
award.

Despite the abundance of new laws
out there to protect unwary consumers,
my husband and I were amazed at the
myriad of ways we could get royally
duped. We witnessed mind-boggling
scams and magical money-disappearing
tricks that would make even David
Copperfield green with envy.

Now, I was no slouch in high school
math, but I was astounded by the math-
ematical wizardry of ordinary car sales-
men going way over my head with simple
addition and subtraction.

This new discipline, which I like to
call Route 22 dealer-math, can do so
much more than the simplistic number
concepts we were taught in school. Why
aren’t they teaching this stuff to our kids,
who will one day innocently wander into
a highway dealership?

For instance, did you know that if you
add the rebate to the total, (for tax pur-
poses), then subtract it out at the end,
both the dealer and the buyer get to take
advantage of the discount? Isn’t that
great?

Were you aware that the more you pay
for the extended warranty, the more the
dealership’s finance department can buy
down your APR with the bank? I like to
call that Cost Reimbursement Associ-
ated Payback, CRAP for short.

Regarding the wisdom of purchasing
a maintenance contract, did you know
that at the current cost-of-living rate-
increases, an oil change will cost more
than $350 by 2004? But at that rate,
doesn’t that also mean that at minimum
wage, a McDonald’s French fry cook
will be pulling in $75,000 a year, I
asked?

And, I’ll bet you didn’t know that the
dealer invoice price isn’t their bottom
line. When they show you Kelley’s Blue
Book invoice price, you need to whip out
Galve’s Dealer Wholesale price and lis-
ten to them stutter. The difference can be
a few thousand dollars.

After spending more than 30 hours

haggling over the mysteries of “activat-
ing” the window etching and debating
the subtle differences between mechani-
cal defects and normal wear and tear, I
like to believe that we learned how not to
get raked. So, here are a few tips for the
uninitiated.

Do not let them know up front how
much money you intend on putting down
or want to pay a month, because they will
exceed it by at least 25 percent. And
don’t tell them that you intend on getting
your own financing. It hurts their feel-
ings. Be vague and mysterious. They
like that.

If the first question they ask you is,
“what color do you want?” or when they
show you absurd math, laugh. Laugh
hard. Then say, “No, come on. Let’s be
serious.”

And, when the salesman says he has to
ask his manager what the next bottom
line is, follow him into the bathroom.
When he asks you where you’re em-
ployed, tell him the truth, but say you
worked for the Better Business Bureau
before that. And, always bring a calcula-
tor.

If you really want to impress your car
dealer, do what we did.

Ask the salesman if you can order it
with an extended warranty, maintenance
contract, gap insurance, theft-protection
devices and any other dealer-commis-
sion options you can think of and watch
the bottom line drop.

When he comes down to where you’d
like to be, change your mind on all the
bells and whistles. You also have a grace
period in which you can cancel most of
those special optional contracts should
you find that you were bamboozled into
signing.

Debbie Madison is a freelance writer
with The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Erratum
A story that appeared in the

August 16 edition on Page 2 should
have stated that a demonstration
held in Scotch Plains was aimed at
asking Acting Governor Donald
T. DiFrancesco to protect black
bears from euthanization, thus
leaving their cubs orphaned.

The headline and picture cap-
tions incorrectly reported that the
bear cubs were being euthanized.

Clark Mayor Says Letter Writer’s
Comments Were Politically Driven

Letters to the Editor

I would like to address what appeared
in your paper recently from Bill Fidurski
of Clark. Mr. Fidurski is a devout regis-
tered Democrat with a blatant defiance
towards Republicans, and I just want
your readers to be aware of how purely
political his motivation is.

Mr. Fidurski criticized Assembly
members Rich Bagger and Tom Kean
Jr. and Acting Governor DiFrancesco
for the State Budget appropriation of
$150,000 to improve ball fields for
the children of Clark. As Mayor of
Clark, I had asked these gentleman
for help, and they were able, once
again, to help another one of their
constituent towns.

Mr. Fidurski chastised this help to our
children calling it “pork barrel politics.”
But Mr. Fidurski’s silence was deafen-
ing when the Democratic Freeholders
gave Clark $100,000 for a pocket park a
few years ago. He also sat silent when a
Freeholder gave a Democratic candi-
date, just weeks before the 1999 elec-
tion, a check for $15,000 to help repair

ill feelings for almost destroying the
Picton Park project. Where was Mr.
Fidurski’s “pork barrel politics” opinion
then?

Mr. Fidurski complains about our
Republican state leaders, the ones who
voted to cut taxes 65 times; who were a
part of the lowest unemployment fig-
ures, who cleaned our beaches, who
sponsored and supported legislation for
our children, senior citizens and veter-
ans, who will be sending New Jersey
residents property tax rebate checks. But
when Mr. Fidurski’s party controlled the
state, there was a $2.8 billion dollar tax
increase, high unemployment, high crime
rates, dirty beaches, and no help for ball
fields whatsoever.

So Mr. Fidurski, next time someone
helps me help Clark, say “Thanks” with-
out pointing your politically driven fin-
ger, you are embarrassing yourself and
our residents.

Sal Bonaccorso
Mayor of Clark

Have Bikes Been Banned In Reservation
In Favor of ‘Wealthy’ Horseback Riders?

SPFEA President Seeks Settlement
In Teachers, Board Contract Talks

The negotiations position of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education will
impact educational programs, students
and the community. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood cannot compete with neigh-
boring districts for new teachers by of-

fering almost $5,000 less in salary and
reduced insurance benefits - other dis-
tricts have reversed this practice in order
to hire the best candidates. Current Board
of Education policy has contributed to
the loss of talented Scotch Plains-
Fanwood staff, including new and vet-
eran employees who have accepted bet-
ter pay and improved working condition
elsewhere in New Jersey.

The continuing pattern of difficult
negotiations has created an atmosphere
of low morale, which in turn has an
impact on the educational programs, the
students and the community. The quality
of an education in a district such as
Scotch Plains-Fanwood is diminished
without a contract settlement.

The Board and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Educational Association
have had 12 negotiation sessions since
February 21. Another session is sched-
uled for August 22, however with the
Board declaring an impasse, the offer
of an acceptable package before the
opening of school in September is
unlikely.

We urge the citizens of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to voice their support and con-
cerns for a contract settlement to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation.

Ed Leonard
SPFEA President

Scotch Plains

We live in a region that is limited in
wooded areas - where dirt trails are rare
and restricted. Why are they restricted?

I don’t get it; I don’t understand where
it makes sense. The Watchung Reserva-
tion was closed several years ago to all
bikers. It was closed because it was said
the bikes can cause soil erosion and the
horseback riders didn’t want bikers in
the woods.

How many people have horses? Ev-
eryone rich and poor has a bike. I don’t
understand why a handful of wealthy
people who can afford horses have pushed
out a large group of people who can’t
afford a horse. Only the few rich are
legally allowed to see the whole park.

Everyone is allowed to hike in the
park, but in a world where time is rare
you really can’t go too far on foot. In
order to see what there is to see, you need
a bike or a horse. I don’t understand how
a bike ranging in weight from 20-35
pounds can hurt the soil where a horse
with metal shoes that weighs much more
does not. I don’t understand why, in
parks where biking is allowed, the soil

erosion is no worse than in the reserva-
tion or why hikers in the reservation are
always walking in horse poop. It bothers
me, and I hope it bothers you also.

Mark Gregory
Westfield

Why Is It OK To Celebrate Clothes
But Not Bodies In Downtown Westfield?
Isn’t it ironic that a man, Jeffrey

Messing, wrote a letter decrying the
new Victoria’s Secret in town. He
claims it is not in keeping with the
colonial flavor, and the family aura,
of Westfield. Well, Mr. Messing, we
are not colonialists. Haven’t you
noticed Trader Joe’s, or for that
matter, Stop n Shop? Do you think
they were drinking Fruitopia in the
olden times?

Why is it okay to celebrate food, but
not bodies in this town (unless it’s
joining a soccer team)? At least 50
percent of the population (that would
be the females) are happy the new
store is there. The windows don’t of-
fend us. I’m sure the men will be happy
too (just don’t tell them where you got
it, right?)

Auroraterre Lee
Westfield

Schools Best Place to Start Education
Effort on How to Cross Street Safely
The Second traffic incident down-

town proves the need for serious action.
Pedestrians must learn to cross in the
crosswalks only; drivers must learn that
pedestrians in the crosswalks have the
right of way, and both need to learn that
driving downtown requires their undi-
vided attention.

I was not surprised to read of another
reader’s experience with a jaywalker
(last week’s letter to the editor). I wish I
had a dollar for every jaywalker I’ve
seen in Westfield over the past 25 years;
many of them mothers with young chil-
dren in tow. We seem to be teaching our
children that it’s okay to break the law if
the law is an inconvenience.

A few years ago, an attempt was made
to curb jaywalking by ticketing those
who did it. The ticketed citizens cried
“foul” in very loud voices; they were
being deprived of their inalienable right
to cross the street any where, any time,
any place, and thus become another traf-
fic statistic. Needless to say, the pro-
gram fizzled out.

A good starting place for a safety
campaign should be the elementary
schools – teach the children where and
how they should learn to cross streets
safely.

Marguerite Newson
Westfield
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Times Reader Corrects
Misspelling in Blotter
In the Scotch Plains Police Blotter in

the August 16 issue, you note that two
juveniles were taken into custody for
shoplifting from a “stationary” store.
It’s good to know that the store wasn’t
moving (I think you meant stationery).

Also, the famous Oriole baseball
player who lent his name to the Babe
Ruth World Series tournament is spelled
Cal Ripken, not Ripkin.

Victor Sloan
Scotch Plains


