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WESTFIELD — “We at WYACT
believe that we are setting the founda-
tion for the formation of the first State
Youth Theatre,” said Cynthia Meryl,
Artistic Director of the Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre (WYACT),
and stage director of this past summer’s
production of Steven Flaherty and Lynn
Ahrens’ musical, Once On This Island.

Ms. Meryl added, “Our goal for our
summer productions is to provide (free
of cost) to those young performers as-
piring to become professionals training
and experience from professionals
while learning in a pro-
fessional environment.”

Presented in associa-
tion with the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in its
Victoria Theatre, Once On
This Island was WYACT’s fourth pro-
duction in association with NJPAC,
the first being Carousel in 1998, then
Oliver! in 1999, and Brigadoon in 2000.
This past summer, the WYACT cast
and orchestra played to all sold-out
houses, were greeted with standing ova-
tions, and the reviews were glowing.

The New Jersey Council on the Arts
awarded to WYACT a grant of $37,500
this year, and honored WYACT with a
Citation of Excellence,” receiving from
its peers the highest quality assessment
in the council’s grant review process for
FY 2001-2002.”

NJPAC has already invited WYACT
back for 2002 and 2003 seasons, not
only for the NJPAC/WYACT joint mu-
sical productions in the Victoria The-
atre, but for WYACT’s second straight
play productions now to be presented in
NJPAC’s black box theatre in the new
Lucent Center for Arts Education.

For summer 2003, WYACT and
NJPAC have tentatively planned
Leonard Bernstein’s classic, West Side
Story for the musical in the Victoria, and
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet as the
straight piece in the Lucent Center.

This upcoming year of 2002 is the
centennial of Richard Rodgers. In cel-
ebration of this milestone, plans are
underway for next summer’s Rodgers
and Oscar Hammerstein production in
the Victoria, either South Pacific or The
King and I.

Straight plays such as The Rainmaker,
A Raisin In The Sun, and The Odd Couple
are under consideration for the Lucent
Center production. The summer 2002
productions have also been invited to
tour to the Algonquin Performing Arts
Center in Manasquan.

“We are extremely flattered and hope
we can make this idea a reality so the

Tracey Lynne Haskell as Euralie
and Uton Onyejekwe as Ton Ton in
WYACT’s Once On This Island.

Bernadette Kelly-Liptack, TCRG
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**NEW 4 Year Old Class**
Tuesday’s at 3:15pm

Call to Register for all classes Today!
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Email: Kellyschool101@aol.com

100 Elmer Street, Westfield
(around the corner from the Rialto)

The Others
Haunted By Its Mistakes

By MICHAEL GOLDBERGER

2 popcorns
If nothing else, The Others is to be

credited for trying to frighten moviegoers
the old-fashioned way. In attempting to
scare the collective pants off of us, Chil-
ean writer-director Alejandro Amenabar
plies the whole bag of classical tricks.

Psychological misdirection, repetitious
suggestion, eerie music, and a beautiful
yet mysterious heroine (Nicole Kidman)
are just some of the ploys the young
filmmaker tosses our way. And then to
further his cause, but evincing no more
skill at application than a floozy does
with her lipstick, he awkwardly smears
every scene with an incessant notion of
foreboding.

The good news is that there are no slice
and dice scenes, no hideous Freddy or his
contemporary genre counterparts park-
ing their axes in assorted teen skulls
without compunction. The bad news is
that while Amenabar’s slow-moving
mystery attempts to sing a paean to the
time-honored scare purveyors of yester-
year, his effort is irreparably out of tune.

Testifying to the film’s dearth of truly
shocking moments are the observed reac-
tions of the two gourmands who sat down
in front of us during the opening credits.

Arriving with lazy Susans full of co-
mestibles, and probably just stopping short
of rolling a steam table to the proceed-
ings, they immediately began what could
only be described as a feeding frenzy.
And apparently aware that convivial din-
ner conversation makes for good diges-
tion, they engaged in a lively repartee
throughout the evening.

Thankfully, they showed consideration
for their fellow filmgoers by modulating
their voices loud enough so that no one
was excluded from their witty and urbane
observations. We were even made privy
to their phone calls.

Though I think one of them got a little
miffed when a pizzeria informed they
wouldn’t deliver. A setback.

A moment later, the crunching and
snorting and gasps for breath resumed.
That is, until they went on red alert. It was
reported that all the nachos and some of
the soda had spilled to the floor. But
maybe the nachos could be saved. There
were a few seconds of silence, like a
factory that has momentarily lost its power
source. And then the strenuous imbibing
picked up.

There was a cadence to the consump-
tion. It was far more terrifying than any-
thing that appeared on the screen. What if
they ran out of food, and then turned
around and noticed me? Certainly, these
two bruisers give dinner theater a whole
new meaning.

Bottom line: Only one scene caused
them to pause from their smorgasbord.

So how scary can it be?
In cool direct contrast to these two

passionate epicures is Kidman as the
nobly reserved Grace, a mother strug-
gling to raise her two children on the Isle
of Jersey just after World War II. Unex-
plained, husband Charles has still not
returned from the fighting. And so while
there residing in a stone manse just a
room or three short of a castle, her Gothic
tale kicks off with the arrival of some new
servants.

Naturally, or perhaps supernaturally,
there just seems to be something a little
off kilter about housekeeper/nanny Mrs.
Mills (Fionnula Flanagan), gardener Mr.
Tuttle (Eric Sykes) and the mute maid,
Lydia (Elaine Cassidy).

And typically, Mrs. Mills can’t seem
to say anything without implying some
portent or alluding to an unearthly expla-
nation for whatever it is goes bump in the
night, or even during the day for that
matter.

Sigh. As if Grace didn’t have enough
troubles already. In addition to her hubby’s
absence, there’s the rare illness shared by
both her children.

They’re photosensitive, you know. Yep.
Light could kill them, our pretty matron
sternly warns the new help. Thus every
shade must be drawn during the day. And
informing that they got along perfectly
well without electric light when the Nazis
cut their wires, Grace has never bothered
to resume service.

Hence children Anne (Alakina Mann)
and Nicholas (James Bentley), actually a
bit too well-adjusted considering their
suspect upbringing and creepy surround-
ings, must play and do their lessons by
candlelight.

The light sickness angle gives director
Amenabar a built-in excuse to have ev-
erything dark and brooding 24-7. But he
fails to do anything particularly creative
or haunting with this extra-added oppor-
tunity to explore light and shadow. In

fact, the filmmaker’s obvious skill at
illuminating his principals despite the
supposed lack of light works to betray his
intent. Yet, he persists in trying to make
this a key element in his endeavor, even
extending it to the outdoors. Because if
someone does venture outside during the
day, as Grace does in one instance, there’s
the all-engulfing, deceptively translucent
fog to contend with. Not quite the moors
of Wuthering Heights (1939), mind you,
yet we get the idea.

But while none of these various de-
vices works to put us perennially seat-
edged, let alone fleeing from the theater
whilst screaming bloody terror the way
some horror fans demand, Kidman gives
the film its only legitimate edge. Her icy
manner amidst the morass of misbegot-
ten maneuvers has us wondering: Good
religious mother or crazy zealot with
some heinous agenda up her starched
white sleeve?

So too bad it’s all for naught when
director Amenabar commits a cardinal
sin of filmmaking by unabashedly “bor-
rowing” the very successful surprise end-
ing of a relatively recent dramatic thriller
— a film still quite fresh in our minds. Of
course to divulge which motion picture
he rips off would be unfair to those who
wish to see The Others anyway.

Even if there isn’t a ghost of a chance
they’ll be entertained.

*  *  *  *  *
The Others, rated PG-13, is a Dimen-

sions Pictures release directed by
Alejandro Amenabar and stars Nicole
Kidman, Alakina Mann and James
Bentley. Running time: 104 minutes.

young performers can experience first-
hand what it’s like to travel to and play
a second venue,” said Ms. Meryl.

She added, “We are especially grate-
ful to the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, the Westfield Foundation, and
companies such as Fleet Bank, Lucent,
and Colgate-Palmolive for their finan-

cial support and making the WYACT
summers possible. This past summer,
our cast, orchestra and crew represented
10 counties, 43 cities from the state of
New Jersey. Our outreach is growing,
and each year we are able to offer more
and more opportunity to the young thes-
pians of our state.”

In accordance with the state’s new
school arts requirements, WYACT is
also beginning to create outreach pro-
grams to go into the schools. For ex-
ample, Ed Hartnett, Superintendent of
the Union County Educational Services
Commission, has asked Ms. Meryl to
begin to organize and develop a per-
forming arts program especially de-
signed for the three high schools, which
comprise the Union County Educational
Services Commission.

WYACT will again offer acting, mu-
sical theatre, and dance classes at Cen-
tennial High School (formerly Lincoln
School) at 728 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Registration will take place
in the gym at Centennial High School
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
September 4, 5, and 6 from 4 to 8 p.m.

For further information on WYACT’s
performing arts program and registra-
tion, please call (908) 233-3200 or e-
mail wyact@erols.com.
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CRANFORD – The New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
of Cranford, conducted by Lorraine
Marks, will hold open rehearsals
and registration on two consecutive
Thursdays, September 13 and 20.

Beginning its eighth year, NJIO’s
schedule of concerts will include an
exchange program to be held in
Spain in April of 2002.

To register for the NJIO, please
report to the choir room of Cranford

High School, 291 West End Place at
6:30 p.m. Rehearsals are held on Thurs-
day evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. for
the regular orchestra, and 8:30 to 9:30
p.m. for the chamber group.

The NJIO has decided to expand
into Princeton, New Providence and
Toms River. For more information,
please call (908) 709-0084 or visit
h t t p : / / w w w. b o b d e v l i n . c o m /
njio.html or e-mail
NJIOrch@aol.com.

GREEK GET-TOGETHER…St. Demetrios Church, 721 Rahway Avenue in
Union will host its 24th Annual Greek Festival on Thursday, September 6,
beginning at 6 p.m., Friday, September 7, from 6 to midnight, Saturday,
September 8, from noon to midnight, and Sunday, September 9, from noon to
8 p.m. Festivities will be held rain or shine. For more information, please call
((908) 964-7957. Pictured, above, Georgia Gerakaris of Union and Kalliopi
Stavrakis of Westfield are dressed in authentic Greek costumes.

WESTFIELD VIOLIST...Westfield resident Eugene Ehlich rehearses with
fellow members of the New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO). Open
rehearsals and registration for the NJIO will be held on two consecutive
Thursdays, September 13 and 20. For more information, please call (908) 709-
0084, visit http://www.bobdevlin.com/njio.html or e-mail NJIOrch@aol.com.
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WESTFIELD – “Life Invited Me,”
a program of 24 art songs by New Jersey
composer Dennis Hyams will be pre-
sented on Sunday, September 9, at 3 p.m.
in the Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue.

Scotch Plains residents and husband
and wife team Valerie Pineda and Juan
Pineda will be featured as soprano and
tenor, respectively. Don Sheasley, bari-
tone, will join Mr. and Mrs. Pineda,
while they are accompanied by an in-
strumental group under Robert W. Butts
and Mr. Hyams at the piano.

Approximately 24 songs will be in-
cluded in the program. Nine of these
songs have been arranged for the accom-
paniment of a small instrumental group
(string trio or quartet, clarinet/bass clari-
net, and flute), which will be conducted
by Mr. Butts. The other 15 songs will be
accompanied on the piano by Mr. Hyams.

The program is made possible in part
by a HEART Grant (History, Education,
Arts-Reaching Thousands) from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THEY’VE GOT THE BEAT…The
Party Dolls will return to Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside on Wednesday,
August 29, for the final show of the
2001 Union County Summer Arts Fes-
tival series of outdoor concerts. The
free concert begins at 7:30 p.m. at the
Springfield Avenue end of Echo Lake
Park.

the customer should be mindful of the
fact that they are paying for the “fresh
from the farm” quality, while helping
Jersey farmers maintain their liveli-
hood.

The kitchen of The Leader/The Times
tested the produce in its kitchen Thurs-
day evening and Sunday morning to
gauge the freshness and general qual-
ity of these purchases.

Kernels should be crisp and the cob
itself should not be soft and pliable
when determining the freshness of corn.
Unfortunately, the Maxwell Farm va-
riety did not measure up. The kernels
were neither sweet nor firm.

Leader/Times chefs put the baby
eggplant and garlic to the test early
Sunday morning. Drizzled olive oil in
a grooved grill pan was the canvas for
these thick slices of eggplant. Spiced
simply with salt and pepper, the slices,
with the peels still on, adopted tan grid
marks and the each piece cooked to a
crisp. A slice of heaven, the baby egg-
plant balanced sweetness and piquancy.

Burrowed on the grill pan we placed
generous chunks of the garlic purchased
at the market. Two of the secrets to good
garlic are the pungency and ease of peel-
ing. With both of these ingredients found
in the farmers market garlic, our testers
concurred that it was far superior than the
variety purchased at a local supermarket.

While our zucchini was blended with
other vegetables to compose a batter
for our Zucchini Latkes, the gourd was
firm and delicious when tested before
becoming one with the batter. In the
freshness department, the farmers’
market zucchini outlived the super-
market variety in our refrigerator.

Cranberry beans, which are typi-
cally part of the first course in most
Northern Italian meals, are tradition-
ally hardy, nut-flavored beans. Popular
in the summer months, it was a delight
to find these beans, also known as
“shellouts,” among the farmers’ mar-
ket booths.

The beans, which must be removed
from their pods and soaked overnight,
were a palatial surprise in the escarole
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soup made by The Leader/The Times
on Monday afternoon. Swirled with
shades of cranberry and ecru, these
beans made color an unexpected cen-
terpiece in our meal.

Finally, our three peaches were sliced
and diced into a scrumptious Peach
Cobbler, topped with vanilla ice cream.
One of the peaches, clinging to the
orchard as its origin, retained its leaves
and stem. While none of the peaches
were fragrant, they were juicy and sweet
when sampled in the cobbler.

With the exception of the plastic-like
corn purchased at Thursday’s market,
The Leader/The Times experts conclude
that, while consumers may pay a bit
more for farmers market fare, they will
not find a better assortment, with fresh-
ness and savor.

influenced your writing in any way?
KS — No, not really. I just see things

around me, and I use that. I certainly used
real experiences and behaviors that I
have witnessed. But the novel isn’t about
Westfield, or anything like that.

WL — Where do you see yourself in
10 years?

KS — I’d like to say famous! I’d like
to see my book published by a big house.
This was sort of an accident, so it would
be really great to see it picked up by a big
publisher.

*  *  *  *  *
I’m sure that the future is full of prom-

ise for this talented, driven young lady.
“In the Eye of Fate” can also be pur-
chased at Amazon.com and
iUniverse.com.
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anything aside from tractors is
culture shock to me!”

So here is the word on the
street...Westfield has struck an
excellent  balance.  There are
enough small shops to maintain a
unique  downtown area ,  bu t
enough mal l  s tores  to  draw
customers.

However, the most common
response was, “Westfield is not a
mall —— yet.”

How long can mom and pop fend
off these anchor stores? Only time
will tell.
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FOR TWENTY FIVE YEARS, L’AMBIANCE HAS BEEN A
UNIQUE, TREND-SETTING ESTABLISHMENT

IT IS NOW TIME TO CLOSE OUR DOORS

AND

“SMELL THE ROSES”

WE HAVE ENJOYED HELPING WITH YOUR GIFT

AND HOME DECOR SELECTIONS

All Merchandise Now Reduced

All Sales Final

380 Springfield Avenue ��Summit, N.J. ��908 273-2320


