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TORSIELLO ENERGIZES PEP WITH 3 HITS, 4 RBI

Pep Again Acquires Crown;
Checks Off Checchio’s, 10-8

LEGG’S TWO-RUN TRIPLE IN 6TH PROVIDES WINNER

Montrose Avenue Out-Leggs
Sun Valley’s Hopes, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth-seeded Montrose Avenue
crept one step closer to the Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association fi-
nals by edging second-seeded Sun
Valley, 6-5, in the first game of the
best-of-three semifinal series at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on Au-
gust 15. A two-run single by slugger
Gary Pancoast followed by a two-
run triple from Dave Legg in the top
of the sixth proved to be just enough
runs to hold off the Valley men.

The Valley men out-hit Montrose,
10-7, but the six walks yielded by
Sun pitcher Manny Perez resulted in
two crucial runs. Montrose pitcher
Bob Swisher ceded just one base-on-
balls, and all 10 hits allowed were
singles.

Brilliant defensive plays by both
teams kept the scoring sane. Sun
Valley shortstop Jerry Lipshitz pulled
a major league double play in the
fifth by scooping a grounder, tagging
second for a force out and firing to
first for the out. In the previous in-
ning, he went deep to field a sizzler

and to produce an out. Third baseman
Lou Cerchio, who made two fine
plays, prevented at least a run by
fielding and making the putout on a
bunt in the third. Second baseman
Carlos Garay of Rahway – the quar-
terback who led Hofstra to a 10-0
record several years ago – made a
spectacular diving catch in the third.

Montrose Avenue third baseman
Bill Swisher made two outstanding
plays, including a run-saving leap of
a liner in the sixth which nearly
resulted in a double play. Shortstop

Dan Kennedy converted a dazzling
backhand stab deep in the hole to an
out in the fifth to temper a Sun Valley
rally and, in the same inning, left
fielder Legg gunned down a runner
heading home.

Sun Valley rose early in the bottom
of the second to take a 3-0 lead.
Leadoff hitter Bill Durow reached
base safely on an error then was
granted home when the relay on
Garay’s single sailed out of play.
Kevin Woodring reached first safely

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely does the fourth-seeded team
emerge as a tournament champion;
however, Pep Again blazed its way
into the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division finals and
crunched top-seeded Checchio’s
Chiropractic in four games to ac-
quire the title. The energizers rallied

for four runs in the seventh inning
then held off the Chiropractic ma-
nipulators to win game four, 10-6, at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 14.

Hustling Butch Torsiello contrib-
uted plenty of pep with two singles,
a double, an RBI sacrifice fly, a run
scored and four RBI. Pitcher Dave
Legg helped his cause by whacking

a double and a single and knocking
in two runs. Curtis Gilmore took
advantage of the “fear factor”, after
smashing an RBI triple and scoring,
by drawing two intentional walks
and scoring on both. Joe Ward left
the Chiropractors bent out of shape
with a double, two singles and two
runs scored.

The Chiropractors did some big
time cracking of their own with three
monumental two-run homers. First,
in the sixth inning, Mark Nies, who
went 3-for-4, launched a trance-in-
ducing shot through the trees and
into Westfield. Two batters later, John
Crowley, who went 2-for-4, crushed
his shot into the foliage far behind
the left field fence. In the eighth,
Neil Kauffman, who went 3-for-4
with three runs scored, cracked his
jaw-dropper into the trees in never-
never land beyond the right field
fence.

Checchio’s made several fine de-
fensive plays, including two double
plays, and Pep did the same. Checchio
pitcher Ron Germinder initiated two
1-6-3 double plays but also was in-
strumental in six additional putouts.
Third baseman Kauffman made a
fine scoop for a putout, Nies made a
shoelace catch in left and Kevin
Sicola performed a slick sliding catch
in center. Pep pitcher Legg snagged
a sharp liner and fired to first to
double up the runner and second

THERESA GETS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; IVORY, YENISH SCORE 3

Nilsen Detective Disconnects
Comcast Cablevision, 18-5

��������	���������	���������	���������	���������	�




���������������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������


��������
� !"#

��������
 Nike cleats, pads and other equipment by Adams
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Adidas & Puma Footwear shinguards, clothing and balls
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 PeNN, MOnto, Grays sticks and other equipment
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Choose from a wide range of running shoes
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nilsen Detective Agency caused a
major communication breakdown by
disconnecting Comcast Cablevision,
18-5, in the deciding game of the
Union County Senior 50+ A Divi-
sion semifinals at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 16. The
decisive victory set Nilsen up with a
showdown against top-seeded
Antone’s Pub & Grill for the cham-
pionship.

Fine fielding plays were overshad-
owed by the Agency’s 25-hit blan-
keting – literally singling Comcast
into submission with 23 singles. Al
Theresa went 3-for-3 with a double,
three RBI and two runs scored. Lenny
Yenish, who had three hits, and Ron
Ivory, who had an RBI double and a
single, each scored three runs. Bruce
Bilotti and Frank Champi also ripped
three singles.

The Comcast cast of characters,
who won the first game of the series
18-6 before being grounded 12-7 in
game two, totaled 13 hits and were
led by Charlie Lehman, Frank Pepe
and Fred DiMartino with two hits
each. Tom Lombardi had the only
triple of the game and Karl
Grossmann had a two-run single.

Nilsen ace pitcher Yenish kept
Comcast unstable for five innings
before being relieved by Phil Spinelli
in the sixth. In the meantime,
Comcast pitcher Dom Deo was
stunned as the Nilsen batters seemed
to fill every vacant spot on the field
with singles.

Comcast left fielder Ron Virgilio
made a slick shoelace catch in the
first inning and third baseman Tom

Lombardi initiated a fine third-to-
home (catcher Frank D’Amato)
double play. Nilsen outfielders Bob
DeBellis, Theresa and Mike Volpe
all made terrific snags and Ivory at
shortstop performed a superb leap-
ing grab in the fifth. On the mound,
Yenish initiated a 1-6-3 double play
in the fourth, then Ivory ended the

game with a marvelous catch of a
pop up behind first.

Nilsen leaped to a 7-0 lead in the
bottom of the first. Yenish and Bilotti
both singled, DeBellis followed with
an RBI single and Ivory reached on
an error which allowed two more
Agents to score. Theresa drilled an

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
COMES SEPT. 6

The annual All-Corbin Team will
appear in the September 6 issue of The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The All-
Corbin Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan shots
taken at local softball league games.
This year will also include youth base-
ball and Vintage Base Ball photos.

Grades 3 - 9
In-Town = $50 * Travel = $70

Applications are available at The Leader Store, Kehlers
Athletic Balance and the Westfield Recreation Office.
See www.westfieldnj.com/wbl for program details.
email: westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Please Submit Application and Payment By 8/25/01

WBL Message Center (908) 233-4767

Teams will be formed based on availability of leagues, coaches and fields.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”
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Wow! You’ll Always Find What You Want At...

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555

Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

DEBIT

Parker
GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER
Parker

Also Visit Us At: www.parkerplants.com

Special Hours: Fri. 7am-6pm • Sat. 7am-6pm•Sun. 8am-5pm — OPEN YEAR ROUND

STATUARY•POTS•ARBORS•WATERFOUNTAINS•CHIMINEAS
TREES•ROSES•PERENNIALS•FERTILIZERS

ACCESSORIES•ALL NURSERY STOCK

40% OFF
EVERYTHING!
NOTHING HELD BACK!

3
DAYS

ONLY!
FRI, SAT, SUN

AUG 24TH , 25TH , 26TH

PARKER GREENHOUSES

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

SALE!

AND MUCH MUCH MORE!

OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!
In Stock Merchandise Only. Sorry No Rain Checks.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
FOULING THE BALL...Nilsen’s
Brian McDermott hits a foul ball but
ended up 2-for-3 with an RBI and a
run scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING HIS INTENSITY...Comcast’s Karl Grossmann shows his intensity
as he drills an RBI single in the fourth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE WIN...Butch Torsiello went 3-for-3, in-
cluding a double, and knocked in four runs to help Pep Again win the A Division
crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEY PLAY AT HOME PLATE...Montrose catcher Jim Swisher, after getting a fine throw from left fielder Dave Legg, tags
out Sun Valley’s Jamie Teel in the fifth inning. The crucial play allowed Montrose to win the first game of the playoff, 6-5.


