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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Local Residents Named
To Pingry Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Headmaster John
Neiswender of The Pingry School in
Martinsville announced the names
of students who recently appointed
to the year-end honor roll.

This recognition is given to those
students who have achieved an aca-
demic average of “B+” or better.

Students from Westfield named to
the list include: seventh graders Sam
Blum, Kelly Peeler and Amy
Santoriello; eighth graders Rita
Biagioli, Elizabeth Encarnacion,
Alexander Meder, and Christopher
Svoboda; ninth graders Alexander
Bregman, David Spett and Gwen

ANATOMICALLY CORRECT…Westfield orthopedist David Bullek visited
Stacey Stanzel’s second grade class at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield
to offer a hands-on study of the human skeleton. In conjunction with the
classroom’s curriculum study of the human body, Dr. Bullek brought in a model
of the skeletal system for the students to view and use as an aid in his discussion.
The doctor explained the names and locations of important bones, allowed them
to view and touch knee and hip replacements, and showed x-rays. Pictured,
above, Dr. Bullek puts a cast on his daughter Katie’s arm to show the children
what a cast is made of and how it is affixed on a damaged area. He reiterated the
need of the cast in order to guarantee proper healing.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought Barbara Goldberg of Westfield
Awarded Doctoral Degree

WESTFIELD – Barbara M. I.
Goldberg of Westfield was recently
awarded a Doctor of Philosophy De-
gree in Higher Education from Seton
Hall University in South Orange.

Dr. Goldberg is a Full Professor in
General Education at DeVry College
of Technology in North Brunswick.

In addition to teaching developmen-
tal reading and writing, composition,
and college success classes, Dr.
Goldberg was one of the coordinators
of a critical thinking/problem-solving
course. She has been involved with the
development and teaching of the class

since its inception.
Dr. Goldberg has also earned two

Master of Arts Degrees from Kean
University, one in Reading Specializa-
tion, and the other in Counseling. She
was also awarded a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in German/English Education
from Rutgers University.

Her research interests include peda-
gogical innovations, such as learning
communities, especially with non-tra-
ditional students, and team-teaching
and also the support of female students
in predominantly male technical pro-
grams.

Wilson Students Compete
In Destination Imagination

SOLVING PROBLEMS…Teams from Westfield Public Schools competed in
the state Destination Imagination tournament. An international organization
for kindergarten through college students, the program teaches life skills
through creative problem solving. This year, four teams from Wilson Elemen-
tary School competed and garnered several awards. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, kneeling, Tessa Schaaf and Kyle Taylor; back row: Ben Hiller,
Deborah Siegel, Team Coach Molly Adams, Michael Dibble and Sam Johnson.

WESTFIELD — Teams from
Westfield Public Schools competed
in the state Destination Imagina-
tion tournament. An international
organization for kindergarten
through college students, the pro-
gram teaches life skills through cre-
ative problem solving.

Each team is given a challenge, such
as writing a play or building a struc-
ture, and has several months to work
together to develop a presentation.

At the day-long state finals, they
gather with teams from all over the
state and compete, with the first
place team going on to the national
championships. In addition to show-
ing their completed presentation,
the teams are also given an instant
challenge to solve at the competi-

tion, involving brain-storming and
working together.

This year, four teams from Wil-
son Elementary School competed
at the state finals in Mount Olive.
The fifth grade team received sixth
place overall in their category,
“Mystery Loves Company,” and
fourth place in the “Instant Chal-
lenge.”

They also earned a special Spirit
of Discovery and Imagination award
for their ability to improvise when
their tape player did not work prop-
erly during their presentation.

Two other teams from Wilson
School received sixth place in their
categories, and the second grade
team, which is not scored, received
Rising Star awards.

424 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

Call 908-654-0110 to enroll 
or for a brochure.
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■ French and Spanish
■ Mummy and Me (Egyptology)

■ Story-Time Live (Theater Class)

■ Pirates and Ships

Resumés accepted from state certified teachers.

New one hour classes for 4-5 year olds

It’s amazing what yourchild
can learn in an hour!

Ask about 
our Science

Birthday 
Parties!

■ Phonics
■ Math   
■ Science
■ Botany

• Morning, afternoon, or late afternoon sessions 
are conducted 7 days a week.

• One hour each week for 12 weeks.
• 8 students per class maximum.

We’ve put together some special one hour sessions your
child will look forward to all week. Choose from morning,
afternoon or late afternoon classes. Our experienced, state
certified teachers use games and projects to create an
enjoyable and productive experience for your child.

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

DONALD D. VANARELLI
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY*

MEDICAID PLANNING • GUARDIANSHIP • PROBATE • SSI
SOCIAL SECURITY • MEDICARE • WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

WILL DISPUTES • NURSING HOME LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANNING

• Fewer than 1 in 3,000 NJ attorneys are Board - Certified in Elder Law

By the National Elder Law Foundation,
Accredited by the American Bar Association

REGISTERED GUARDIAN
By the National Guardianship Association

WESTFIELD • 908-232-7400
dvanarelli.lawoffice.com

Syracuse Univ. Awards
Degree to Whitney

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Syra-
cuse University has revealed that
Nathan Whitney of Berkeley Heights,
enrolled in the S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications at Syra-
cuse, was among the academic de-
gree candidates honored at the
university’s 147th commencement
exercises held on May 13.

Tobert; 10th grader Nicholas
Dovidio; and 11th graders Peter
Jeydel and Brian Martin.

LOCAL 
PRIZES

★ $500 Savings Bond
★ $50 Savings Bond
★ Top 7 Winners Will

Receive Free $25 
Gift Certificate from
HobbyTown USA

Contest ends
August 31, 2001

P O R T R A I T  C O N T E S T

Open 7 Days ★ Portraits by Appointment
251 North Ave. • Westfield, NJ • 908.654.3333

FREE 5X7 ENTRY PORTRAIT ★ FREE SESSION FEE

★ No purchase
necessary.

★ Call 908.654.3333
for convenient
appointment.

★ Let a MotoPhoto
portrait specialist
capture the
sparkle in your
child’s eye.

★ Then, choose your
FREE ENTRY
PORTRAIT.

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW!

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Rose Hely, Valerie Wicks
Named to Bates Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Rose D. Hely
and Valerie Z. Wicks, both of
Westfield, were named to the Dean’s
List for the second semester of the
2000-2001 academic year at Bates
College in Lewiston, Me.

Rose, a first-year student, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Hely of Westfield. She is a 2000
graduate of Westfield High School.

Valerie, also a first-year student,
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Wicks. She is a member of
the women’s field hockey team.
She also graduated Westfield High
School in 2000.

Kurt Schoenberg Attends
Explorations Weekend
WESTFIELD – Kurt Schoenberg

of Westfield recently attended Johnson
& Wales University’s Career Explora-
tions Weekend. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Schoenberg of
Westfield and a student at Clifton High
School.

The program is introducing Kurt to
the fields of business, fashion, entre-
preneurship, equine studies, finance,
hospitality, legal services, marketing,
management and technology. Kurt was
exposed to his chosen area through
group discussions, guest speakers and
career opportunities.

Andrew Cambria to Join
International Program
WESTFIELD – Andrew Cambria

of Westfield will participate in the St.
Lawrence University International
Study Program for the fall 2001 se-
mester. Andrew will travel to Kenya.

Teens Are Tired of Digging
Deep for Parking Meter Fees

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ann and Victor Frette moved to
Westfield 31 years ago. They raised
their five kids here, three of which
currently reside here.

One of their children, Sherry, has
lived in this town for over 20 years of
her life. She’s raised her family here.

Sherry is my mom, making the
Frette’s my grandparents. And I myself
am still driving
around the streets
of Westfield.

I still park my
car. And my pock-
ets still get eaten
alive by the gray
monsters, known
as parking meters,
constantly staring
me down as I pull
into a space.

These same
monsters that
scream “Feed me,
feed me!” every
time I turn off my
engine are no longer satisfied with a
single burger. No, now these greedy
beggars want a filet mignon and a side
of caviar.

Yes, times have changed in Westfield.
Now, lingerie is showcased next to
Pokémon and parking in Westfield has
doubled to 50 cents an hour.

But don’t worry all you distressed
citizens. There is good reason as to
why the meter rate was hiked. You see,
there’s this parking deck approved by
the Westfield Town Council, and there
needs to be extra money available to
fund it’s development.

Where’s the deck, you ask? Second
star to the right, and straight on ‘till
morning. That’s right, in Never, Never
Land.

It seems the Lost Boys over at 425
East Broad Street are still pondering
the year-old agreement to build the
now-infamous deck. Some people
might be irked by this. Truthfully, I say
let the idea get thrown around a little
more, it seems to get people active in
politics.

But bring down the parking meter
rates until there is a plan set in stone. If
building begins on the parking struc-
ture, then there is reason to charge
more in the meters. If construction
doesn’t commence, then get rid of the
extra fees. It seems like a simple con-
cept, but some town council members
are having trouble grasping such a no-
tion.

Councilman Rafael J. Betancourt
said during the August 7 council meet-
ing that Democrats were “jumping the
gun” by suggesting the rolling back of
the parking fees, and that the council
should “wait and see” what an advi-
sory committee says before making
any further decisions.

It’s fine to wait to build a parking
deck. Take your time, make it right. But
it is inexcusable to keep parking rates
high in anticipation that something may
happen. That’s like requiring all citi-
zens of Westfield to build a storm-
shelter because, just maybe, there might
be a tornado ripping through Central
Avenue.

With regard to the status of the park-
ing deck, Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
said, “We might be going a little bit
slower but I believe we are moving in
the right direction.”

Yes, Mayor McDermott, it’s com-
forting to know that the town is moving
in the right direction, but the fact that
the process has slowed so much it
practically has halted gives cause to
rollback the parking meter fees. Even if
a deck materializes eventually, it’s not
a definite arrangement. When the New

York Mets entered the World Series
last year, they were certainly moving in
the right direction. Currently, the Mets
are 11.5 games out of first place in the
N.L. East. Guess the “right direction”
made a U-turn.

Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. said
that the extra parking money collected
is not only set out to fund the parking
deck. “It’s for improving parking sys-
tem and adding capacity in a variety of

forms,” he said.
What Mr.

Sullivan is referring
to are the 36 spaces
the town has added
since the beginning
of this year. Those
spaces include 27 at
the new Cacciola
Place lot and nine
in the South Avenue
train station lot.
However, this mea-
ger attempt to ame-
liorate the parking
predicament in
Westfield is far from

an enhancement. The 27 spots on
Cacciola are only two-year temporary
spots, which brings the grand total of
genuine spots added by the town to
nine. That’s unacceptable progress.

However, Councilman Sullivan sees
there is a problem with excessive park-
ing meter fees, as he wrote in an e-mail
to council members last December. “I
think the council has established that
we are very good at raising the prices
and not very good at implementing the
promises,” he wrote.

He also proposed to set, as a possible
interim rate, meters at 75 cents for two
hours. This proposal would benefit the
citizens of Westfield greatly, both fi-
nancially and on a personal level, show-
ing that the council truly cares about its
population who are responsible for
making Westfield’s business boom.

This parking issue is one signifi-
cantly affecting teens.

Chip Benisch, 17, of Westfield said,
“As a teenager in Westfield, it’s hard
enough to scrounge enough money for
the rising gas prices. Extra parking
money really cuts into my funds,” he
said.

Yes, as stated earlier, I’m a third
generation Westfielder. But if this point-
less pick-pocketing continues, the
fourth generation will be settling else-
where.

STILL IN BLOOM…Though school buildings are quiet and classrooms are
empty, activity continues in the Brunner Elementary School Children’s Gar-
den. Along with Garden Coordinator Bernadette Hoyer and Brunner School’s
Garden Angel Christine Dill, local families volunteered for shifts to tend and
maintain the garden during the summer months. The garden volunteers water,
weed and deadhead flowering plants. They are welcome to pick tomatoes and to
cut flowers to enjoy at home. Each family of workers had a child in the Title I
Pre-K, Kindergarten or first grade classes during the 2000-2001 school year.
The Spadaro, Fletcher, Ho, Owens, Lyman, Geoghegan, Smyth, Madan, Plant
and Burke families have all donated their time to cultivating the garden this
summer. Pictured, above, Patrick Dill gives plants a generous drink of water.

Send Education News to:
michelle@goleader.com

Rhea Powell Graduates
Dartmouth With Honors

WESTFIELD – Westfield native
Rhea E. Powell graduated Cum
Laude from Dartmouth College, one
of over 1,000 students receiving
Bachelor of Arts Degrees at the
college’s June 10 Commencement
Exercises.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eliot
Powell of Westfield, Rhea graduated
from Westfield High School. At
Darmouth, Rhea majored in
comparitive literature.

Van Wert, Wianecki
Placed on Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – Headmaster

John Neiswender of The Pingry
School has revealed that Scotch
Plains residents Rachel Van Wert
and Megan Wianecki were recently
appointed to the year-end honor roll.

Rachel, a seventh grader, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chet Van
Wert of Scotch Plains. Megan, an
11th grader, is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Louis M. Wianecki.

It’s fine to wait to build a park-
ing deck. Take your time, make
it right. But it is inexcusable to
keep parking rates high in an-
ticipation that something may
happen. That’s like requiring
all citizens of Westfield to build a
storm-shelter because, just
maybe, there might be a tornado
ripping through Central Avenue.


