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Jim Hely

Naturalist to Lead
Lenape Bird Walk

CRANFORD — Friends of Lenape
Park, in cooperation with the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation, has announced that natu-
ralist Tom Parlapiano will lead an
early fall bird walk in Lenape Park
on Saturday, August 25.

Beginning at 8 a.m., the walk will
start at the Lenape Park Pond located
at the Westfield end of the park.
Warblers, waders, hawks and more
may be seen at this time of year, said
a spokesman for the Friends of
Lenape Park.

A limited number of binoculars
and guides will be available for use.
The event will be canceled in the
event of rain.

The Friends’ Third Annual Hawk
Watch will take place Saturday, Sep-
tember 15, from 9 a.m. until noon.
Join veteran hawk watcher Frank
Budney at the Skeet Range parking
area off of Kenilworth Boulevard.

In past years, the group has sighted
osprey, red-tailed, broad-winged and
sharp-shinned hawks, kestrels and
turkey vultures during this event.
Materials to assist in identifying the
hawks will be available. In case of
rain, the event will be moved to
Sunday, September 16.

For more information, please con-
tact Friends of Lenape Park at
lenapepark@aol.com; Friends of
Lenape Park, P.O. Box 289, 16 South
Avenue West, Cranford or call (908)
687-2169. The Friends of Lenape
Park have a Web page at
hometown.aol.com/Lenapepark1/
Main.html.

*  *  *  *  *

County Receives
Grant for Juveniles

ELIZABETH — The New Jersey
Juvenile Justice Commission has
awarded the County of Union a
$533,333 grant to establish a resi-
dential treatment program with an
aftercare component that will serve
20 juvenile offenders annually.

Union Counter Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella explained
that the grant will help the county
better address the needs of at-risk
youth throughout the county.

The program, to be administered
by the Union County Youth Services
Commission, will place eligible
youth offenders for more intensive
individualized and community-based
alternatives to incarceration.

ii

*  *  *  *  *
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are pleased to announce that

Amy Huang M.D.
has joined their practice on

August 1, 2001

PHYSICIANS:
Catherine M. Cunningham, M.D. Elynne B. Marqulis, M.D.
Rhonda A. Sanderson, M.D. Jeffery L. Soffer, M.D.

OFFICES:
Westfield, NJ - (908)-232-4449
Summit, NJ - (908)-273-2620
Warren, NJ - (908)-561-8444

Associates in Obstetrics
& Gynecology, P.A.

Response Program
To Assaults Begins
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Prosecutor’s Office has offi-
cially put into a place a new response
program for sexual assaults.

The Sexual Assault Nurse Exam-
iner (SANE) program revolves
around a network of nurses who are
on call to perform a physical exami-
nation and assist law enforcement in
the collection of important evidence.

Through a joint effort by the Board
of Chosen Freeholders, the county-
wide system has improved examina-
tions and also reduced victim wait-
ing time at cooperating area hospi-
tals, said First Assistant Prosecutor
James F. Keefe.

The program, which began June 4,
includes a nurse, law enforcement
officer and a rape crisis counselor.

Ferguson Speaks of His Education
Initiatives After Town Hall Meeting

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congress-
man Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th,
Union, Essex, Middlesex and
Somerset), seven months into his first
term as the Seventh District’s new
Congressman, says that despite some
adjustments he and his family have
had to make, he is enjoying his new
job very much.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Times last week after a town
hall meeting at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building, Mr. Ferguson talked
about the “satisfaction I get helping
people. Working on legislation having
a positive impact on people is enor-
mously satisfying and rewarding.”

Mr. Ferguson was elected to the
House of Representatives last Novem-
ber, defeating former Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne Connelly in a hard-fought
and closely-watched contest to fill the
seat vacated by Republican Bob Franks
when the four-term incumbent ran for
the U.S. Senate. He is a member of the
House Committees on Financial Ser-
vices, Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture and Small Business Committees.

With a background that includes
heading an educational consulting firm
as well as teaching stints in the Bronx
and at Brookdale Community Col-
lege in Monmouth County, Congress-
man Ferguson’s primary interest in
Congress has been education.

During his presentation to the two
dozen constituents in Scotch Plains
last week, he talked about what he
called “a signature issue for me,” and
some of his ideas to improve the edu-
cation system.

He said he favors charter schools
and wants local school systems to
have greater freedom in how they ad-
minister federal education dollars. The
Congressman also favors state-admin-
istered tests for students and an effort
to be made to hire new teachers to
reduce class sizes.

The first piece of legislation Mr.
Ferguson introduced as a member of
Congress was a bill to fully fund the
Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA), which would give
special needs students full access to
educational opportunities.

Although he is no longer in the

classroom on a full-time basis, the
Congressman instituted a program —
“Substitute Civics Teacher” — in
which he visits schools in the Seventh
District to talk about government.

“One of the most enjoyable parts of
the job,” he told The Leader and The
Times, “is visiting classrooms and
encouraging students to learn more
about government.”

Congress is in recess until Septem-
ber, following what Mr. Ferguson
called “a very, very busy” last few
weeks of July, during which he voted
for passage of patients bill of rights
legislation, which he said will “put
doctors and patients back in charge”
by ensuring patient protections.

Asked about his working relation-

ship with the rest of the New Jersey
Congressional delegation, Congress-
man Ferguson told The Times that his
Garden State colleagues are “an inter-
esting, good group of people,” and
noted that he has already worked on a
variety of issues with members of
both parties, including Congressmen
William Pascrell (D-8th, Essex and
Passaic), Rush Holt (D-Hunterdon,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and
Somerset) James Saxton (R-3rd,
Burlington, Camden, and Ocean),
Steven R. Rothman (D-9th, Bergen
and Hudson) and Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen (R-11th, Essex, Mor-
ris, Passaic, Somerset and Sussex).

“We understand that our job is to fight
for New Jersey,” Mr. Ferguson said.
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Summer Park Program
The Summer Park Program ended

on August 10. Kids beat the heat
with various scheduled games in-
cluding sack races, water games, a
basketball competition, talent show,
tug-o-war and a sprinkler that kept
the kids cool.

The week ended with a pizza lunch
and spray-down by the Scotch Plains
Fire Department.

The Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Canine Unit also made an ap-
pearance and gave the kids a demon-
stration. The demonstration con-
sisted of the dog finding where the
hidden drug was in the park.

As the children watched, the dog
sniffed out the illegal substance im-
mediately. The youngsters, as well
as the counselors were astonished.

Fall Programs
What’s in store for the fall season?

The annual and seasonal brochure
will be mailed to township residents.

Teen Events
Another special teen event in-

cludes a “Battle of the Bands,” which
will be held in November. Look for
details.

Special Programs
A Scotch Hills Improvement Tour-

nament is scheduled for Saturday,
September 15. The annual Scotch
Plains Day is scheduled for Satur-
day, September 22.

Other programs include Fridays
Place, Friday, September 28; Spell-
ing Bee, Saturday, October 20; Hal-
loween Parade, October 31; Vanity
Fair Outlets, Reading, Pa., Thurs-
day, November 15; Mayor’s Charity
Gala, Friday, November 30, and a
Chemical Wizardry Workshop, Sun-
day, December 9.

A trip to the Radio City Christmas
Show is planned for Tuesday, De-
cember 11 followed by Hyper Peppy
Robotics, a workshop at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School where
kids will make their own robots –
Friday and Saturday, December 28
and 29.

Registrations for all programs will
begin in the fall. For further informa-
tion, please call the Recreation Office
at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

Fashion Show Slated
Saturday Afternoon

At Sunrise of Westfield
WESTFIELD — Residents, staff

and family member models will sport
everything from everyday casual
wear to evening dress clothes to bridal
attire at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield’s Second Annual Fashion
Show.

Open to the public, the event will
include a luncheon and ballroom
dancing demonstration, followed by
the intergenerational fashion show.

The event will take place this Sat-
urday, August 18, from noon to 2
p.m. at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield, located at 240 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

For more information about Sun-
rise or the Second Annual Fashion
Show presentation, please call (908)
317-3030.

Coast Guard Auxiliary
Plans Six-Week Course

At Westfield High School
WESTFIELD – The United States

Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 4-4
of Sewaren will offer a six-week, 12-
lesson course on boating safety and
seamanship on Mondays at 7 p.m.,
beginning September 24.

The courses will be held at
Westfield High School.

There is a book charge of $45,
with a reduced rate for additional
family members. In addition, there
is a Westfield Board of Education
registration fee of $10 per person.

For more information, please call
(732) 388-9452 or (732) 442-5367.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOILING IN THE HOT SUN...Employees of the Union County Department of
Roads and Bridges toiled in the hot 100+ degree sun on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains on August 7.


