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JOIN US FOR THE NEW DANCE SEASON

  • BALLET • JAZZ • MODERN • POINTE • TAP • MUSICAL THEATRE
Beginner to Professional • Ages 2½ to Adult

FALL REGISTRATION

Ballroom For Kids
&

Hip Hop - Teens
N

e
w

AM/PM Preschool Classes (2½-K)

CALL TODAY, CLASSES FILLING QUICKLY

908-789-3011
402 Boulevard, Westfield

(across from The Westfield Train Station)

Classes Begin September 7th

August 28, 29, 30  12:30pm - 2:30pm &
4:30pm - 7:30pm
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-Students of all levels
-Ensemble opportunities
-Audition preparation
-Annual Recital

Study flute and piccolo
For Information:
(908)-389-1742

Pen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & Ink
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New York State recently passed a
bill that forbids drivers to talk on their
cell phones while behind the wheel of
a car. While this law does not offi-

cially go into effect until December 1,
it is too soon to determine if this will
prevent tragic accidents from occur-
ring. However, I do think that enforc-
ing a law such as this is definitely a
step in the right direction.

This new law does state that drivers

may use their cell phones with a head-
set, or the “hands free” method.

This past week in Los Angeles, a
lawsuit was filed against actress
Rebecca Gayheart (“Beverly Hills
90210,” Scream 2 and Jawbreaker)
for the June 13 accident which took
the life of a 9-year-old boy.

Ms. Gayheart allegedly was talking
on her cell phone as she switched to
the left lane to pass stopped cars, and,
while doing so, struck Jorge Cruz, Jr.
The young boy died the next day at
Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles.

The wrongful death suit alleges that
the stopped cars in front of Ms.
Gayheart had slowed down to allow
the young boy to cross the street but
that the actress was not paying atten-
tion. Ms. Gayheart’s attorney, Martin
Singer, insists that the actress was at
no time talking on her phone and that
the allegations are completely false.
The accident is still under investiga-
tion and may result in the filing of
criminal charges.

All of the facts have not yet been
presented and this case may take sev-
eral years. It is certainly not my inten-
tion to pass judgement on Ms.
Gayheart.

However, the fact remains that an
innocent little boy is dead. If it is
determined that the actress was in-
deed talking on her cell phone, then I
believe that the lawsuit is justified.

Several months ago in Atlanta,
supermodel Niki Taylor nearly died from
injuries sustained in an automobile acci-
dent. Ms. Taylor was a passenger in a car
that swerved into a utility pole, allegedly
because the driver had reached down to
answer his cell phone. Ms. Taylor was in
critical condition for weeks suffering
from extensive intestinal damage.

Isn’t there a frightening message
here? How many more people have to
be critically injured or worse before
we all realize that this is becoming a
dangerous epidemic?

I own a cell phone. I love my cell
phone. My husband and I purchased
ours so that we would be able to com-
municate with one another as we trav-
eled. In light of these recent develop-
ments, not to mention the New York
State law, I now refuse to use my phone
while driving. I have my phone with
me at all times in case of an emergency,
but what could be so important that I
should take my attention away from
the road for even one second? A phone
call can wait until I pull into the parking
lot of the grocery store.

It doesn’t matter if we are celebri-
ties or high-powered brokers that can’t
resist taking advantage of that elusive
tip that we heard while at the water
cooler, no one is so important that
they should endanger the lives of in-
nocent people just to suit their own
selfish needs.

I applaud the New York ruling, and
I hope that other states will soon fol-
low their lead.

The cell phone is a wonderful in-
vention and I know that these handy
little gadgets have actually saved lives.
No one can question the importance
of a cell phone in an emergency. But I
do believe that we should all learn to
take better care of ourselves, and of
each other. Slow down. Watch where
we are going. Nothing could be so
important that we should risk our lives
and the lives of others.

If a phone call is truly that pressing,
then pull over.

DRIVING DRAMA...Actress Rebecca
Gayheart was recently involved in a
vehicular accident while chatting on
her cell phone and switching lanes,
killing a young boy. Facing a wrongful
death suit, Gayheart’s accident is
starting an important conversation:
Why can’t we pull over to use our
phones instead of putting lives at risk?
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

To celebrate Minute Maid orange juice’s “Orange Week,” Philadel-
phia Mayor John F. Street allowed artist Sylvia Ortiz to scrawl orange
chalk drawings across the sidewalks of the city this summer. To express
his avant garde approach to art, Keith Haring used chalk to draw all over
subway ads, which are now worth up to $16,000 each. Though the chalk
drawings in front of K•B Toys in Westfield aren’t apt to accumulate
such monetary value – and they don’t advertise any particular product
– the doodles detract from the clean, graffiti-free Colonial ambiance of
downtown Westfield.

While the rain may wash these etchings away, they have (as evidenced
by our photographs) trailed onto K•B’s building and in front of the
storefronts of neighboring businesses like La Marqué Fur Salon.
“Sale!” screams one pink chalking, pointing to the fur store’s entrance.
The black ledge of K•B itself has a message from a guy named Tom who
wants to give a shout out to his homeys. Beyond the toy store’s part of
the sidewalk, multi-colored chalkings deface a parking meter.

Before the rains came on Friday, the majority of the sidewalk was like
something from the opening credits of “The Fresh Prince of Bel Air.”

On Thursday morning, I asked Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea if an ordinance barring such sidewalk design existed on the
books. He said that while he had noticed the sidewalk markings, he
didn’t realize it had gone beyond the norm. After researching the town
codes, Mr. Gildea reported that there was no ordinance prohibiting the
drawings, as it was not considered graffiti and can be washed away. His
office “would not take any action unless there were complaints from
neighboring stores,” he reported.

Executive Director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation Sherry
Cronin, who said the toy store gives out pieces of chalk to help promote
their business, revealed that she was “more concerned about the
garbage on the streets.” She added that while she considers the etchings
to be as simple as “children’s drawings,” she “will say something to the
store owner if it gets out of hand.”

“I’ll keep an eye on it,” said Ms. Cronin when The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood explained the growth of
chalk drawings trailing onto the building.

The folks at KB, who apparently don’t keep an eye on the situation
terribly often, said that they encourage the writing to be limited to the
front of the building only. “We hose it down if it is too far away,” said
the manager, Jason, on Monday afternoon. Does far away qualify as the
fur store next door? How about the parking meter? Where’s the hose?

“We tell them to stop it,” Jason said when asked what is done when
kids cross the boundaries.

“We don’t allow it on the building, though,” he said. The Leader and
The Times alerted him to the chalk which was all over their building’s
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If God didn’t make Woody Allen,
would Diane Keaton have suc-
ceeded as an actress? A California
baby, Diane Hall (re-named
Keaton) was in the right place at
the right time when she met Allen
in the late 60s.

Shaking off the sunny state for a
bite of the Big Apple, Keaton stud-
ied acting at Manhattan’s Neigh-
borhood Playhouse School of the
Theater and took the role of un-
derstudy on the Great White Way
in Hair. Her true fame as an ac-
tress, however, didn’t strike until
she crossed Allen’s path.

Beginning with Allen’s screen-
play, Play It Again, Sam, Keaton
made a career of co-starring in
Allen’s theatrical concoctions. As
the neurotic Annie Hall lead char-
acter, Keaton accomplished three
historical feats. The role earned
her an Oscar for Best Actress, she
made Allen’s scripts cult classics,
and her unisex fashion from Annie
Hall made her a trendsetter.

While she was romantically in-
volved with Allen, Keaton accepted
a rare opportunity to play the love
interest of a rising male star, Al
Pacino in The Godfather (1972).
Of course, no one could have
played the naïve, then-learned
character of Kay Corleone better
than Keaton. Despite the trilogy’s
success, however, the vivacious ac-
tress was not stereotyped as a
mobster’s wife.

Though her romantic ties to
Allen were strained, and she
turned to mentor Warren Beatty,
Keaton remained an admirer of
Allen’s and continued starring in
his films. She even stepped in to
fill the void left by Allen’s ex, Mia
Farrow, in Manhattan Murder
Mystery (1993).

Before Murphy Brown made so-
ciety aware of the struggles of
single motherhood, Keaton intro-
duced it in the much-lauded
drama, Baby Boom. Juggling life
as a high-powered advertising ex-
ecutive, a dysfunctional romance,
and the surprise of a child she
inherited, Keaton continued to
earn her stripes as a dramatic and
comedic dynamo.

A long way from her work as an
understudy in the “eat-em-up,
spit- ‘em- out” atmosphere of New
York City, Keaton still wears the
pants in Hollywood’s family.
Sometimes in suspenders or a
goofy, brimmed hat, she walks the
red carpet with her own style.

Keaton has published two books
on photography, and directed a
movie for cable television, an epi-
sode of “Twin Peaks,” a documen-
tary and even a music video.

Her personal style, though
unarguably influenced by the
world of Woody Allen, would still
have captured audiences if Keaton
and Allen let their proverbial ships
pass in the Manhattan night.

Man on the Street

             Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD’S MESSAGE BOARD...Before the rains came, the sidewalk in
front of K•B Toys and neighborhing businesses looked like a graffiti bomb hit
it. The writing, which trailed onto the ledge, was wiped away after The Leader
and The Times broached the subject of maintaining the downtown’s Colonial
motif with chalk marks strewn on the ledge and near parking meters.

             Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ERASER TREATMENT...Given the eraser treatment late Monday after-
noon, the ledge of the toy store was finally undefaced.
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CHILDREN’S
BOOK NOOK
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While summer is a good time to
catch up on all the new releases, it is
also a great time to re-read old favor-
ites. This week, we will look at new
books as well as a few favorites of days
gone by.

Some Old Favorites
To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of

the debut of “Busybody Nora” by
Johanna Hurwits (William Morrow and
Company, 1976), the book is being re-
released as a
Harper Tro-
phy Paper-
back. Writ-
ten for chil-
dren in the
l o w e r
g r a d e s ,
“Busybody
Nora” is a
c h a p t e r
book about
Nora and
her baby
b r o t h e r
Teddy, who
live in an
apartment
in New York
City. Children will enjoy Nora and
Teddy’s adventures and interactions
with the neighbors in their building.

Originally published in 1974,
Paula Danziger’s “The Cat Ate
My Gymsuit” is geared towards
pre-teenage girls. Seventh grader,
Marcy Lewis is too embarrassed
to change into her gymsuit. When
an untraditional teacher at Dwight
D. Eisenhower Junior High
School is suspended, Marcy
learns to take pride in her, and
what she believes in. This hu-
morous story was re-released by
Paper Star in 1998.

A favorite picture book, “The
Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein
(Harper Collins Juvenile Books,
1986) is a timeless classic about
giving and receiving intertwined within
the cycles of life.

In another favorite picture book, “The
Salamander Room,” a young boy’s
imagination gets the best of him as he
attempts to justify to his mother keep-

ing a salamander as a pet. This is gem
of a story for pre-schoolers by Anne
Mazer (Alfred A. Knopf, 1991).

New Books
“Moonpie and Ivy” by Barbara

O’Connor (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)
has recently been awarded the 2001
Parents Choice Award. Pearl’s irre-
sponsible mother takes off on another
escapade, and abandons Pearl at her
Aunt Ivy’s house. This sometimes sad,
sometimes hopeful story of the true
meaning of family and friends should

be on the summer reading lists of
all children aged 8-12.

*  *  *  *  *
Reading to Fight Breast

Cancer
For the last two years, I have

been a member of a Children’s
Writer email group. In June of
2000, one of our members, 39-
year-old Linda Smith, a mother of
eight children, lost her life to breast
cancer. Misdiagnosis and denial
of insurance benefits contributed
to her early death.

When she died, Linda had four
children’s books under contract to
be published. Sadly, she didn’t
live long enough to see any of
them in print. Harper Collins has

just released the first, “When Moon
Fell Down.” I read this book with a
mixture of joy and sadness.

The story,
written in
verse, is as
delightful as
you will ever
read. But the
joy is con-
tained, know-
ing this won-
derfully tal-
ented writer
for children is
no longer
with us. If
you are able
to purchase
“ W h e n

Moon Fell Down,” please do so.
Besides finding it a wonderful addi-

tion to your children’s bookshelf,
Harper Collins is donating a portion of
the book’s proceeds to breast cancer
research.

Has Reality THas Reality THas Reality THas Reality THas Reality Teleeleeleeleelevisionvisionvisionvisionvision
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By IAN FEDERGREEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Reality televi-
sion is hotter than the Australian
Outback, while the wholesome televi-
sion goodness of yesteryear sinks faster
than the acting career of “Survivor 2”
alum Jerri Manthey.

Are we expanding the boundaries of
television, or crossing the bounds of
good taste? How far is too far? Is it
eating rats on “Survivor,” being cov-
ered in rats on “Fear Factor,” or having
an affair with a rat on “Temptation
Island?”

When will America raise its collec-
tive voice and shout out from the
mountaintops, “Reality TV, you are the
weakest link, goodbye!” Apparently,
no time soon.

“Survivor,” which kicked off the lat-
est reality trend, averaged 29.1 million
weekly viewers for its second install-
ment.

“It’s not trashy like the other ones
are,” said Andrew Osbourn, who will
attend Richard Stockton College in the
fall. “They’re out there competing
against each other, but also as a team,
so it has more depth.”

E. Knudsen, a retired office man-
ager, said, “It was amazing how they
(the ‘Survivor’ castaways) endured
everything — where they got the

energy to do it with the little food
they had.”

Though “Fear Factor” averages 15
million weekly viewers, reactions on
the street were mixed. The show has
contestants participate in bizarre and
frightening stunts, such as being
dragged by horses or eating sheep eyes,
for cold hard cash.

“It’s something different to see. I
think it’s pretty interesting to watch
people go through things I would be
afraid of, and make it through them,”
said Gene Jonnotti, a computer man-
ager.

Recent high school graduate Joe
Kohut countered, “Eating sheep eyes
isn’t a fear- it’s just disgusting.”

Odd as the show may be, Mr. Jonnotti
maintained that conventional televi-
sion shows, like sitcoms, are “just
phony baloney things,” and “Fear
Factor” is “more interesting.”

Tino Foley, who works at Footlocker,
said, “I just think it’s an insult to the
mentality of this country. It’s not
something that needs to be aired.”

“Temptation Island,” so named be-
cause couples are separated and sur-
rounded by alluring hunks/babes to see
who remains faithful, was summed up
by Mallory McMahon, who will be
attending Brooklyn College.
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