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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Original Sin:
The Film That Fell From Grace

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL GOLDBERGER

There is an art to misbehaving. For
some nefarious folk it just comes natu-
rally and passionately, while for others
it is an acquired skill, a parasitic func-
tion motivated by profit. Still others do
it for sport, as a nose-thumbing gesture
to a society that will never fully em-
brace them. And then there are those
pathetic souls who cause harm or injury
not out of a love for doing bad, but as a
consequence of their own confused
needs and often verboten desires.

Unhappily for humankind but luck-
ily for dramatists, these assorted types
of evildoers have a habit of finding each
other and wreaking all sorts of havoc
when they conjoin. And predictably
enough, that’s exactly what happens in
director Michael Cristofer’s Original
Sin.

So if you’ve been bemoaning the
lack of a traditional trashy read for the
beach this summer, take heart. Because
if it’s trash you’re looking for, Original
Sin has it in garbage dump, ship it out of
state proportions.

Seagulls have been reported circling
above theaters where this movie is show-
ing. It’s this season’s guilty thrills, only
packaged in film form. And in the
greater scheme of things, the change in
venue is probably a good thing.

After all, many more people see mov-
ies than read novels. Thus I ask you: Is
there any better  way to advance a civi-
lization than to showcase human beings
acting on their basest instincts and then
feeding it to your population as enter-
tainment? Or do I have it confused and
that’s the sign of a culture in decline?
Well anyway, it’s one of the two.

In any case, be warned that this refuse
will be difficult to refuse for those who
gloriously wallow in such doings. For
while pretentious as mystery and inef-
fectual as suspense, Original Sin is
sultry as promised. And though the
much promoted soft porn scene be-
tween Angelina Jolie and Antonio
Banderas is not nearly as artistic as its
counterpart in Body Heat, (1981), the
thermostat is hiked just as high.

Reduced to a mass of writhing body
parts, Jolie’s mail order bride and
Banderas’s coffee plantation baron, shown
breaking the connubial ice in 1890s Cuba,
are photographed every which way. But
the sheer silliness of said bedroom scene
is best illustrated in several camera shots
looking down from the ceiling. It’s as if
Busby Berkeley (Gold Diggers of 1935)
had returned, and could only find R-rated
work. Click-click goes the stop action
shutter, the voluptuaries’ legs telling time
like the hour and minute hands of a naughty
novelty clock. Or are all those flailing
limbs actually semaphore signals that the
duo is sending out, warning us that it’s all
downhill from here?

In all fairness, there is more to Origi-
nal Sin than one steamy segment. Some
would call what remains the plot or
story. And those folks would be called
charitable.

Set in Cuba to aptly match the tem-
perature of its hedonistic principals, the
actual Mexican locations do evoke the
intended mood. But comfortably en-
sconced in his humongous hacienda,
Luis Vargas, a highborn gentleman por-
trayed well enough by Banderas, has
thus far resisted the heat. He decides
that a marriage of convenience will best
suit his temperament.

He wants no complications. Passion
isn’t for him, or so he says. In other
words, he’s got another thing coming.
And her name is Julia...or so she says.

And she certainly is another thing.
She is played to the hilt by Jolie, pedal
to the metal just like her Oscar-nomi-
nated stint in Girl Interrupted (2000).
Yet at first blush it is difficult to discern
whether or not this is a good perfor-
mance. Is she great, just plain hammy,
or a strange synthesis of both?

There’s no doubt that the emotive Jolie
has It. Whether she knows what to do with
it is another story. But still, you’ve got to
give her credit for dancing way up there
on the rim and along the precipice, for
risking it in that thespic land where one
false move will deleteriously classify your
effort as over the top. And part of the fun
of watching her tussle with the temptress
she portrays here is knowing that she
herself probably isn’t exactly sure where
she’s taking the mysterious Julia. We
wonder if the actress’ psychological ac-
robatics will eventually land her charac-
ter in good dramatic stead.

I personally find the vamp type sort
of creepy. But then I don’t own a
coffee plantation either. However, for
this film’s limited purposes, we’ve no
reason to doubt the conservative
Vargas’s extreme turnabout when con-
fronted with Julia’s hauntingly amo-
rous powers. It’s also easy to under-
stand Luis’ reaction when he discovers
that his bride may not be who she
purports to be.

Problem is, who cares? Hardly any-
thing in the script particularly enamors
us of the ultimately petulant Vargas,
and so we are little affected by what
befalls him.

Granted, director Cristofer’s cau-
tionary monograph on temptation
says a thing or two about passion,
unrequited and otherwise. But be-
yond that, this ominous look at hy-
peractive love, sloppily tossed with a
pedestrian tale of uncertain identity
and a scene that doubtless gave the
MPAA rating people something to
talk about at dinner, offers little be-
sides its performances.

Breaking almost all the command-
ments of good filmmaking, Original
Sin is hardly more than a warmed over
look at some rather bad behavior.

*  *  *  *  *
Original Sin, rated R, is a Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures release directed
by Michael Cristofer and stars Angelina
Jolie, Antonio Banderas and Thomas Jane.
Running time: 116 minutes.

  Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOWNTOWN JAZZ...Alfred Patterson of Scotch Plains performed with fellow
members of the Alfred Patterson Trio on August 7 as part of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation’s final “Sweet Sounds Downtown” festivities for the
year. The evening also included performances by the Phoenix Rising Quartet,
Robert Mariner Jazz Trio, Scarlett Blue Band and Soul Jazz Trio.
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ledge, asking if that qualifies as
drawing on the building which
they prohibit.

“Yeah,” he responded before hang-
ing up.Following the phone call
with The Leader and The Times that
afternoon, all writing was removed
from the ledge of the K•B building.

I’m not trying to be a killjoy and
ban children from expressing
themselves creatively, but I do
think the downtown should re-
consider allowing the sidewalks
and building to be marked up,
detracting from the presentable,
quaint reputation deserving of
Westfield. Instead of letting every
Tom, Dick and Harry write mes-
sages to each other on the walk-
way, like “Be back soon, Tom.”
“Call me later, Steve,” they might
try using a telephone or e-mail to
communicate.

East Broad Street is not a dry-
erase board or a mural. Hose it
down. Keep it looking respect-
able. There are other ways to at-
tract customers without making a
downtown look messy.

“It was trashy. I loved it,” she
said. “It was also on Wednesday.
By Wednesday all I needed was a
good dose of trashy nonsense.”

Of course this genre has a few
detractors. Some people were quick
to point out that reality television is
neither realistic nor particularly good
television.

“Reality is enough for me, with-
out having to watch fake reality on
TV,” said Donna, who works in sales.
“It’s all contrived. There’s nothing
real about it.”

Jim Tressitt, a retired production
manager, said, “I don’t want to see
a bunch of fools messing around on
television. Half the time it’s acting
— they know they’re on TV. People
get wrapped up in it, and it’s ri-
diculous.”

Ridiculous, maybe. But networks
are banking on the popularity of
reality television as this season will
witness the birth of CBS’s “The
Amazing Race,” NBC’s “Lost,” and
Fox’s “Love Cruise,” among others.

But student Andrew Osborn cau-
tioned, “The new ones don’t seem
that real, and are not based as
much in reality as the other ones.
They’re more far-fetched every
time a new one comes out.”

So here is the word on the street:
Reality television is still hugely popu-
lar. It tends to score huge ratings
regardless of taste, substance, or even
realism. Those who find the genre
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WESTFIELD – An exhibit and

free demonstration of Chinese Arts
and Crafts will be held on Saturday,
August 18, from 10 a.m. to noon at
the Westfield Community Room, 425
East Broad Street in Westfield.

All are welcome to attend and
learn from Chinese masters of tradi-
tional painting, calligraphy, knot-
ting and flower arranging.

Individuals interested in continu-
ing study of Chinese cultural tradi-
tions and/or the Chinese language
will have the opportunity to obtain
information about and register for
regular classes at the Union Chinese
School.

Classes, which have been offered
to area residents for over 20 years,
are held each Saturday at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.

For more information, please call
James Kuo, Principal, at (908) 688-
3404.

RADIO CITY ROCKETTE…Radio City Rockette Lisa Matsuoka was one of the
guest artists who visited Stars of Tomorrow Performing Arts Camp this summer.
The Radio City Rockette, who performed in Will Rogers Follies, conducted three
dance workshops to groups of enthusiastic campers. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Ms. Matsuoka, Missy Russell and Amanda Stryker of Cranford,
Whitney Shields of Harmony, Cara Paulan of Westfield and Allison Bunin of
Edison; back row, Rita DeChillo and Lauren Kawczynski of Cranford, Katie
Rogers of Linden, Lauren Cordes of Westfield and Julia Frieri of Cranford.

offensive are in the minority, but
networks may be pushing people
away as premises become increas-
ingly lurid.

It should be noted that the real-
ity programs with the strongest
appeal were the ones — surprise,
surprise — most closely grounded
in reality.

Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:
• Firing up the kitchen at The

Leader and The Times, the A&E
editor will cook up some goodies
from the state’s best crops.

• A young Westfield author
will be interviewed by Kerrianne
Spellman Cort.

• In an upcoming issue, how
generous was the funding given
to arts organizations in our area?
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July was another terrific month for list-
ings and sales.  Congratulations to Ed
Feeley for achieving Listing Agent of the
Month and Elizabeth Bataille for Sales
Agent of the Month.  Super job!

Judith Sagan, Vice President
Branch Manager

CUL-DE-SAC Split
Large, expanded home located in FANWOOD
features 5 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Family room,
Eat-In Kitchen with cherry cabinets, Formal
Dining room, Recreation room, lovely mani-
cured property and other updates too numerous
to list.  $289,900.

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Agent for July

FABULOUS CONTEMPORARY
5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home on almost one
half acre of serene property in
MOUNTAINSIDE.  13’ x 26’ gourmet Eat-
In Kitchen, updated roof, CAC, siding,
Anderson windows, skylights, finished base-
ment, 2-car attached garage and more.
$599,900.

SPACIOUS COLONIAL
Lovely home situated on almost 1 acre in
SCOTCH PLAINS includes entrance foyer,
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Formal Living and
Dining rooms, large Eat-In Kitchen, Family
room with fireplace, screened porch, den, 2-
car garage, CAC and many other updates.
$524,900.

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
Very charming Colonial located in SCOTCH
PLAINS offers  4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Formal
Living and Dining rooms, parlor with woodstove,
Sun Parlor, spacious Eat-In Kitchen, finished base-
ment, deck and other additonal great features.  Near
town, school and transportation.  $335,000.

WELL-MAINTAINED AND SPACIOUS
Split Level home situated on a cul-de-sac
in WESTFIELD features 4 Bedrooms,
2.5 baths, Living room with raised hearth
fireplace, Formal Dining room, Eat-In
Kitchen, CAC, 2-car attached garage, large
111’ x 143’ lot with fenced yard and many
updates.  Near schools and park.  $539,000.

BEAUTIFUL TUDOR STYLE COLONIAL
Perfectly beautiful home in WESTFIELD
includes 5 Bedrooms, 3 baths, Formal Din-
ing room, Eat-In Kitchen, hardwood floors,
new Family room and finished full base-
ment.  Near transportation and school.
$529,000.

Ed Feeley
Listing Agent for July


