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Courtesy of Skip Williams
ACCIDENT SCENE…Emergency service personnel respond to a collision
which occurred last Thursday evening between a car and a police cruiser at
the intersection of Rahway Avenue and Shackamaxon Drive. The patrol
vehicle was traveling south on Rahway in response to a report of a disturbance
on New England Drive, while the other car, driven by Robin Smuckler of
Canton, Ohio, was going west on Shackamaxon. Neither the two drivers, nor
two youngsters in Ms. Smuckler’s car, sustained serious injuries.

Patrol Unit and Vehicle
Collide At Rahway Ave.,

Shackamaxon Drive
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An officer traveling in his police
cruiser and three other people in a
second car escaped serious injury
last Thursday after the two vehicles
collided at the intersection of
Rahway Avenue and Shackamaxon
Drive at 6:27 p.m.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
said the vehicle driven by Patrol-
man Francisco Moya, 32, was one
of two units responding to a report
of a disturbance on New England
Drive.

The cruisers were going south on
Rahway Avenue, with Patrolman
Moya following behind the first
patrol car, the Lieutenant revealed.
He added that Patrolman Moya said
the overhead lights on his vehicle
were in operation at the time.

The other driver, Robin Smuckler,

45, of Canton, Ohio, was traveling
west on Shackamaxon in her 1999
Jeep. She said she stopped at the
stop sign, saw the first patrol ve-
hicle pass, then moved into the
intersection, where she collided
with the second police car, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Ms. Smuckler was issued a ticket
for failure to yield at a stop sign,
the lieutenant said. She and Officer
Moya, along with two teenage girls
who were passengers in her car,
were transported by Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad personnel to
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

All had complained of pain and
were released from the hospital
shortly afterwards. Lieutenant
Parizeau said the incident on New
England Drive, to which the offic-
ers had been responding at the time
the accident occurred, was subse-
quently resolved.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfielders to Pay Average of $7,886 in 2001
Taxes As Bills Rise Over $450 From Last Year

By DEBORAH MADISON AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a three-part series on prop-
erty tax bills in Westfield this year.
The first concentrates on the munici-
pal tax levy.

*  *  *  *  *
The total amount of property taxes

to be collected in Westfield this year is
going up $5.07 million. Taxes are up

nearly $8 million from 1999.
The total to be collected in prop-

erty taxes to support the local
Westfield Public School district,
Union County and municipal gov-
ernment is $81,837,933. Taxable
ratables in Westfield rose this year to
$1,816,093,300 from
$1,809,478,120 in 2000.

The biggest portion of the local tax
bill is for the local school district,
$52,566,163, accounting for 64.34
percent of the total tax allotment,
followed by the county purpose tax,
$16,076,021, accounting for 19.64
percent of the total taxes, and
$12,811,874 for the municipal por-
tions which equals 15.66 percent of
tax bills.

From a tax rate perspective, school
taxes rose 18 cents from $2.72 to
$2.90, the county portion rose 6 cents,
from 83 to 89 cents per $100 of
assessed valuation, while municipal
taxes rose from 70 to 71 cents.

In terms of tax bills, town resi-
dents with a home assessed at
$175,000 will pay $7,886 in total
property taxes. Overall taxes are up
$450, on average, in Westfield this
year.

Broken down, that equals $5,075
for the local public schools system,
$1,548 for the Union County pur-
pose tax and $1,235 for municipal
services. Another $28 will come from
the county’s new open space tax ap-
proved by voters last year.

Approximately half of this year’s
municipal budget of $24.8 million,
$12.8 million,  is supported by local
taxes, while an additional $11.9 mil-
lion will be raised from surplus and
delinquent taxes and miscellaneous
revenues.

The town received a major assist
from Trenton this year when the state
significantly cut the Police and
Firemen’s Pension Fund, reduced in
Westfield to $240,582 from $694,724
last year.

That reduction had a lot to do with
the municipal portion of tax bills up
just one penny per $100 assessed
valuation in the tax rate or $18 for the
average household.

“I think we did awesome this year
(in controlling the municipal tax
rate),” said First Ward Councilman
Peter M. Echausse, a member of the
Town Council’s Finance Commit-
tee. He noted that 85 percent of the
budget is fixed. This includes sala-
ries, wages and benefits, including
pension costs.

Mr. Echausse said the town worked
to trim the amount of money placed

in reserve to cover uncollected taxes
in town. He said the change, reflect-
ing a 98 percent collection rate in
town, resulted in shaving a penny off
the tax rate. He also noted the town
began to “use debt (referred to as
deferred charges in the budget) as a
tool to finance our road projects in-
stead of paying cash.”

The county portion of the tax bill
was raised 6 cents in the tax rate,
chiefly due to what County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla said was a lower
than anticipated county surplus,
mostly due to the pullout of state

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Eyeing Acquisition of Bank
On Clark Street for Added Parking

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an effort to increase parking
capacity in the town, Westfield offi-
cials are now looking for available
land for surface parking.

Acting Town Administrator James
Gildea told The Westfield Leader that
the town is looking to purchase the
current Fleet Bank drive-up bank
facility at 221 Clark Street for space
for additional parking. The town is
also interested in buying a house
next door to the Municipal Building
in anticipation of the need to expand

Town Hall in future years. The build-
ing currently houses a law office.

Fleet is closing the branch, along
with its 177 East Broad Street loca-
tion as part of its takeover of
SummitBank. The East Broad and
Clark Street banks are reportedly
owned by the now defunct Central
Jersey Bank & Trust, according to
the Office of the Westfield Tax As-
sessor. Central Jersey has since been
obtained by Fleet Bank. The
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce also confirmed Central
Jersey’s ownership by Fleet.

The Leader has learned that the
Clark Street bank will be sold through
auction. Coldwell Banker of
Westfield is representing the owner
in the transaction.

Fleet is moving its offices to the
Summit drive-up on Elm Street.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, who declined to discuss the
Clark Street facility specifically, ex-
plained that it is important for the
town to look into obtaining property
whenever possible to increase the
town’s parking capacity.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Battle Still Rages Over Proposed
Catering Facility on E. Broad St.

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

 After five meetings, the Westfield
Planning Board has yet to make a
decision on a controversial applica-
tion of real estate developer James
Ward for a catering facility on East
Broad Street.

The latest meeting on July 30 lasted
four hours and left the issue unre-
solved until the next meeting, sched-
uled for Wednesday, September 12.

Linden-based Ward and

O’Donnell, LLC, has owned the
building since March 1997, and has
renovated the building since then to
accommodate Classic Thyme on the
first floor, as well as seven apart-
ments on the second and third floors.
One of them, in which Mr. Ward lives
presently, is where the catering facil-
ity is proposed. No other residents
besides Mr. Ward would be displaced
by the proposed facility.

The 6,330-square-foot dining area
is proposed to cater to “high-end

functions,” described by Classic
Thyme and catering owner David
Marcone as business luncheons,
fundraisers, small weddings and par-
ties.

Mr. Ward’s application includes a
self-imposed condition that a maxi-

Springfield Woman Is Struck by Vehicle While
In Crosswalk Near Elm, East Broad Intersection

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In the second such accident to
occur in Westfield in less than two
weeks, a pedestrian was struck by a
motor vehicle Tuesday while attempt-
ing to cross from one side of a street
to the other in the downtown.

Calliope Skambas of Springfield,
who police said is believed to be in
her early 80s, was crossing from the
south to the north side of East Broad
Street when the 1:59 p.m. accident
occurred, Westfield Police Lieuten-
ant John M. Parizeau revealed.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that the

victim was in the crosswalk, located
near the intersection of East Broad
and Elm Streets, when she was struck
by a 2000 Ford Windstar driven by
Mary Jane Franks, 40, of Westfield.

According to Lieutenant Parizeau,
the driver, who was traveling south
on Elm Street, said she did not see
the other woman in the crosswalk as
she attempted to make a left-hand
turn onto East Broad Street.

While the driver was issued a ticket
for failure to yield to a pedestrian in
a crosswalk, Lieutenant Parizeau con-
firmed there was no evidence that
excessive speed was involved in the

accident.
The victim was transported by

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
personnel to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, where she was treated and re-
leased, the lieutenant told The Westfield
Leader on Wednesday morning.

On July 19, another pedestrian
suffered moderate injuries in a simi-
lar incident just one block away.
Brent Barnes, a 48-year-old
Mountainside resident, was struck
by a motor vehicle while in a Quimby
Street crosswalk near the intersec-
tion with Elm Street.

The driver in that case, Kathleen

Szymona, 21, of Cranford, was at-
tempting to make a right-hand turn
from Elm onto Quimby when the
accident happened. She told police
she saw Mr. Barnes in the crosswalk
and attempted to stop in time, but
was unsuccessful. She was not is-
sued a citation.

Following that accident, Lieuten-
ant Parizeau said that since the be-
ginning of this year, 17 accidents
have been reported in Westfield in-
volving motor vehicles and either a
pedestrian or a bicyclist. There were
no fatalities as a result of any of these
incidents.

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader
TENSE MOMENTS…Local police and members of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad respond to an accident which
occurred Tuesday afternoon at the intersection of East Broad and Elm Streets. Mary Jane Franks of Westfield was
attempting to make a left-hand turn from Elm onto East Broad when her 2000 Ford Windstar struck Calliope Skambas
of Springfield, who was attempting to cross East Broad in the crosswalk. The victim was taken to Overlook Hospital in
Summit, where she was treated and released, police said.

HIRSCH TO BE NAMED PERMANANT CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL

Mayor, Council Set to Name
Gildea Acting Administrator

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council is expected to
make a number of administrative
housekeeping moves on Tuesday

night, August 7, as a result of resig-
nations of key officials over the past
few months.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott and
Town Council members met privately

and then conferred with Jim Gildea
before agreeing to officially appoint
him as Acting Administrator through
the end of the year. His starting sal-
ary is still being worked out.

The mayor and council anticipate
appointing Mr. Gildea to a full one-
year term at the council’s organiza-
tional meeting in January.

Mr. Gildea, who had been serving
as Assistant Town Administrator, re-
places Thomas B. Shannon, whose
resignation becomes effective Sun-
day, September 30. Mr. Shannon,
who had only served in the role for
18 months, listed personal reasons
for his decision. His last day in the
Municipal Building was July 27.

Mr. Shannon will keep the title of
administrator by serving more or less
as consultant when needed through
the end of September, at which time
he will lose the title.

He will continue to receive payroll
checks through the end of the year.
The last three months of his agree-
ment with the town includes a sever-
ance package, as required by state
statute, Mr. Gildea told The Westfield

MID ATLANTIC BASEBALL CHAMPIONS...Michael Lessner, Michael Kent,
Matt Reiss, Michael Forgash and Matt Munizzi of the Westfield 10-year-old
baseball team swarm Todd Saunders after he scored the game-winning run
against Amherst, N.Y. The Westfield team won the Mid Atlantic Championship
and will compete for the national title in Vincennes, Ind. See story on page 11.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD POLICE  BLOTTER

MONDAY, JULY 23
• David E. Fowler, 43, of Scotch

Plains was arrested and charged with
shoplifting $201.43 worth of food from
an Elm Street supermarket. He was
released on his own recognizance.

• A resident of North Scotch Plains
Avenue reported that an unknown
person entered her home and removed
$24 from a pocketbook and a silver
watch from the kitchen. Police said
there were no signs of forced entry.

• Sebastio Sedlmayer, 36, of
Westfield was arrested on Central
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released
on his own recognizance.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
• A Central Avenue automobile re-

pair business reported that a customer
removed his motor vehicle from the
premises without paying for the re-
pairs which had been performed.

• A Cedar Terrace resident re-
ported that someone stole $550 in
cash from her purse, which had been
inside her motor vehicle on her street.
The theft occurred on July 19.

• A resident of Holland, Pa., re-
ported that as she arrived at her daughter’s
home in the 800 block of Mountain
Avenue, she was struck on the side of
her face by a Garfield resident.

The 50-year-old victim, who did not
request medical attention, was advised
by police of the procedure for filing a
complaint. However, no charges had
been filed as of press time.

THURSDAY, JULY 26
• It was reported that a motorist

received $10 worth of gas from a
Central Avenue service station and
left without paying for it.

• An employee of a Central Avenue
business reported that a wallet was taken
from her pocketbook at the front desk of
the place where she is employed.

• A Tremont Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of checks, which she
believed took place while she was in
the process of moving. Police said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Taxes
inmates from the Union County Jail.
The county tax in Westfield is up
$1,057,175 over last year.

The open space, recreation and
historic preservation fund accounts
for another $283,875. That accounts
for another $28 in local tax bills.

In terms of school taxes, voters
passed a tax levy this year with an 18
cent hike in the school tax rate or
over $300 for the average home owner
as the school tax rate rose from $2.72
to $2.90 per $100 of assessed valua-
tion. Voters have approved referen-
dums the past two years for additions
to town schools.

Significant increases to the mu-
nicipal budget increased this year,
included municipal employee health
insurance costs estimated at $1.6
million, an increase of 10 percent
over last year’s figures, a new Length
Of Service Award Program (LOSAP)
for Rescue Squad volunteers at a
cost of $92,000, additional salaries
for new positions created under the
parking administration department
totaling $248,235, an increase of
$95,000 over last year’s parking ad-
ministration salaries and sewer costs
totaling $1.2 million, an increase of
$253,000 over last year’s sewer costs.
The Westfield Memorial Library bud-
get is up $46,000 to $1.2 million.

Westfield’s allocation for the
Rahway Sewerage Authority jumped
$252,679 to $1.2 million this year.

Offsetting these increases, were
additional revenue from parking per-
mits and meter collections antici-
pated at $700,000, which is $125,000
more than 2000.

An additional $100,000 over last
year is anticipated from interest on
investments and deposits.

Other contributions to the coffers
include construction code fee rev-
enue of $615,000 and municipal court
fees of $320,000. Other deficits in-
cluded heating gas costs of $65,000,
a 50 percent increase over last year
and $120,000 for automobile gaso-
line, almost doubling last year’s gaso-
line costs of $76,500.

Revenue from uncollected taxes is
estimated to be $1.6 million, while
receipts from delinquent taxes are
estimated to be $750,000.

The council agreed to lower the
amount of money coming out of the
sale of municipal assets account from
$570,000, as was included last year,
to a quarter of a million dollars this
year. That account consists mostly
of revenue generated over the past
decade from the sale of town-owned
land.

The Board of Health is self-sup-
porting because of a shared ser-
vices agreement with neighboring
towns, which brings in $247,820 in
fees to offset that department’s
wages and expenses. The munici-
pal pool is also a completely self-
supporting entity, paid for by mem-
bership dues.

All of the town’s bonds and in-
terest notes are paid off, except for
one lease payment of $288,382 for
equipment including a new fire
pumper truck and Department of
Public Works equipment, accord-
ing to town officials.

Unlike surrounding communities,
Westfield has a paid fire department
in addition to the police depart-
ment. Salaries for the fire depart-
ment are estimated at approximately
$2.6 million, while salaries for the
police are anticipated at $4.5 mil-
lion. Fire hydrant service is
$408,543.

The Recreation Department bud-
get is $160,920 for salaries and wages
and $40,200 for other expenses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
DANGER ON ROUTE 22…Westfield residents Frank Mastronardi, his wife, two sons and daughter were injured early
Saturday, as a dump truck filled with dirt drove through the intersection of Route 22 and Vosseller Avenue in
Bridgewater. The truck, driven by Al Mulhearn of North Plainfield, lost its brakes, struck a minivan and then hit the 1995
Honda Accord driven by Mr. Mastronardi. The Mastronardis were taken to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
in New Brunswick.

“I think it is fundamental that we
evaluate opportunities like this,” said
Mr. Sullivan.

The interests by the town are  part
of its long-range objective to add
some 700 spaces for commuters,
downtown employees and shoppers.
The town has received heavy oppo-
sition from residents in the vicinity
of a proposed parking deck on mu-
nicipal lots nos. 1 and 8 at Elm and
Prospect Streets.

Both the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation have sup-
ported the building of two decks, one
at Elm and Prospect for employees
and a second for commuters at the
South Avenue train station.

Mr. Sullivan, who chairs the council’s
Transportation, Parking and Traffic
Committee, said the town has an agree-
ment to lease 29 spaces on Central
Avenue at Cacciola Place in the short-
term. The town is also working on
adding 21 permit spaces to the so-
called “horse shoe” area at the South
Avenue train station. The council is also
considering turning over 11 metered
spaces at Watterson Street to permit
commuter spots for Westfield residents.

The town also received word that
it has been awarded a 90-seat mini-
bus from NJ Transit, which the town
intends to use for a commuter jitney.

two checks were cashed in the amount
of $600.

• A Forest Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a bicycle, valued
at $90, from the north side Westfield
train station.

FRIDAY, JULY 27
• An East Broad Street resident

reported that an unknown person
smashed the driver’s side mirror on
his motor vehicle on Prospect Street.

• A Shackamaxon Drive resident
reported that an unknown person fired
paint balls at her motor vehicle while
it was parked in the street.

• A Colonia resident reported the
theft of a black wallet, containing
approximately $250 in cash, along
with personal items, from under her
desk at the Cardinal Drive office
where she works.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
• A resident of Alden Avenue re-

ported the theft of his leather wallet,
containing $150. According to the
victim, the incident occurred some-
where between Penn Station in New
York City and the north side Westfield
train station.

SUNDAY, JULY 29
• Jonathan Singhbaba, 18, of

Westfield, and a 17-year-old female
from Mountainside were arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of alcohol underage.

The pair were charged after police
responded to a noise complaint on
Marlboro Street. The juvenile was re-
leased to the custody of her parent, while
Singhbaba was held in lieu of bail.

MONDAY, JULY 30
• Syara Maqbool, 23, of Parlin was

arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Springfield Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
CAN I PARK HERE?...Acting Town Administrator James Gildea told The
Westfield Leader that the town is looking to purchase the current Fleet Bank
drive-up bank facility at 221 Clark Street for space for additional parking. Fleet
is closing the branch, along with its 177 East Broad Street location, as part of its
takeover of SummitBank.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Battle Still Rages Over Proposed
Catering Facility on E. Broad St.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The town will also be receiving a
vehicle through the New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs to be
used for commuters, one vehicle for
transporting senior citizens, and an-
other vehicle through the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Westfield Eyeing Acquisition of Bank
On Clark Street for Added Parking

PAVING THE WAY FOR PLAY…Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
recently underwent a drainage project in the front of the building to prepare the
ground for adjacent blacktop paving. The blacktop surface, which is located on
the side of the school, will be re-paved this summer to repair the recreation area
for more than 560 students anticipated this fall. The drainage project was bid
successfully by Barone Construction and Equipment Corporation in Kenilworth,
and funded through the 1998 public bond referendum.

Fanwood Police Nab Suspect
In Several Area Burglaries
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Borough police ar-
rested an area man last week on
charges of burglary and theft in con-
nection with a break-in which occurred
at a home in the 400 block of LaGrande
Avenue in Fanwood.

David Rozar, 37, was taken into
custody on July 25 at 2:48 a.m. at an
office building on South Avenue in

Fanwood, upon execution of an arrest
warrant, according to Detective Eu-
gene Chin of the Fanwood Police
Department.

The two-story building houses of-
fices for several businesses, among
them a law office, computer consult-
ing companies and a newsletter, as
well as a video business reportedly
owned by a relative of the suspect.
Rozar was discovered by the arresting

officers in a suite occupied by the
video business, Detective Chin ac-
knowledged.

In the LaGrande Avenue incident,
which occurred the day before Rozar’s
arrest, the homeowners found a rear
door to their home ajar and a purse
containing cash and credit cards miss-
ing.

Upon investigation, police discov-
ered a latent fingerprint on the door
which they then compared with one
they had on file. The match was con-
firmed through the Identification De-
partment of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, Detective Chin said.

Authorities subsequently obtained
an arrest warrant signed by Fanwood
Municipal Court Judge Susan M.
MacMullan for Rozar, whose last
known address was on Wareham Court
in Scotch Plains. The arresting offic-
ers were Sergeant Richard Trigo and
Corporal Stephen Sanislo of the
Fanwood Police Department.

Rozar, who was being held in the
Union County Jail in Elizabeth fol-
lowing his arrest, is also a suspect in
burglary and theft incidents in several
other towns, including Scotch Plains
and Westfield, authorities have con-
firmed.

Westfield police have charged Rozar
with two counts each of burglary, theft
and criminal mischief in connection
with a car burglary which occurred on
June 26 on South Avenue, West, in
Westfield.

In that case, Rozar is suspected of
having broken into the motor vehicle
and removing a woman’s purse con-
taining $500 in cash and personal items
before fleeing on South Avenue.

Captain Joseph M. Protasiewicz
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment told The Westfield Leader on
Tuesday that Rozar’s possible con-
nection to any incidents in the town-
ship was “still under investigation”
and that the suspect did not cur-
rently face charges from authorities
there.

Mayor, Council Set to Name
Gildea Acting Administrator

Leader.
The council is also set to appoint

Acting Construction Code Official
Franks Hirsch to a full four-year
term as permanent Construction
Code Official. He became Acting
Construction Code Official on June
25 upon the sudden resignation of
Anthony Scelsa.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
said he would like to see more con-
tinuity in the Building Department,
noting that two clerical workers in
the department, Mildreen Thomas
and Barbara Giambalvo, are cur-
rently being trained for certification
as building code processors.

This action follows the resigna-
tion of long-time town employee
Valerie Salone, who was the only
employee in the Building Depart-
ment with such a certification. Ms.
Salone and Mr. Scelsa left within
weeks of each other, leaving the
department in a bind until Mr.
Hirsch’s role was upgraded.

“The hope is that they (Ms. Tho-
mas and Ms. Giambalvo) will step

up to the plate,” said Mr. Gildea,
noting that the town is also looking
to hire a new building and housing
inspector. Mr. Hirsch, who had been
serving in that role, has been re-
placed in that capacity on a tempo-
rary basis by Al Piesco.

Mr. Gildea said, under Mr. Hirsch’s
leadership, the waiting time for the
processing of building permits has been
significantly cut. Previously, the wait
was as much as eight to 10 weeks.

On another matter, council mem-
bers agreed to appoint Walter Gardiner,
a former Union County traffic engi-
neer, to a newly-created position of
Special Advisor on Transportation,
Traffic and Parking issues. Mr. Gardiner
serves on an advisory parking commit-
tee created by Mayor McDermott.

Mr. Gildea explained that this ac-
tion will keep the town moving ahead
on parking related initiatives while
the town continues its search to hire
a full-time parking manager.

That search is continuing, Mr.
Gildea told council members at
Tuesday’s council conference meet-

ing, noting that Dan Mason of
Cranford-based Jersey Professional
Management has submitted three
more applications for the position.

Jersey Professional was hired by
the town at a one-time fee of $7,500
to find a successful candidate for the
town to hire. The town also pays
additional costs for advertising the
position through ads placed by Mr.
Mason’s firm.

All three finalists in the first go-
around, including the head of a Hart-
ford, Conn. parking authority whom
the council was set to hire last month,
opted not to be considered for the
position.

Mr. Gildea said, from looking at
the newest applicants for the posi-
tion, that at least one candidate ap-
pears to have the experience the town
is searching for.

The mayor noted that even after
the parking manager is hired, Mr.
Gardiner could continue to be of
assistance to the town. For now, he
will work 10 hours per week, Mr.
Gildea explained.

mum of 40 people will be accommo-
dated before 6 p.m. on any given day,
and that after this time frame, a
maximum of 80 persons could be
accommodated. This is in deference
to the parking situation, despite the
fact that the professional architec-
tural designer of the plan, Domingo
Diaz, states that the building could
hold up to 422 people at once.

A major contention point has been
the impact on the existing parking
capacity of the surrounding down-
town Westfield area. Adjacent build-
ing owner Tim Harrington and attor-
ney Charles H. Brandt, who repre-
sented building owner Carol Greco
Schwarz, both argued that the loca-
tion of the catering facility would
only “exacerbate” present parking
problems.

Mr. Ward’s attorney Marc Brown
used Peter Steck of Maplewood to
refute this. Mr. Steck, a professional
planner, responded by handing the
board a large report detailing his
observations of the proposed cater-
ing facility.

He concluded that in the interest
of the Westfield 1991 Master Plan,
the catering facility’s construction
would be a “valuable addition.” The
Master Plan called for variety of
shops and establishments in the
downtown area.

He also cited the off-peak hours of
the proposed facility as a minor bur-
den on parking, considering that Mr.
Ward has been granted the rights to
the parking lots of Fleet Bank and
Texaco on Elm Street, during the
hours when they are closed. Mr. Steck
predicted no major parking prob-
lems with these two lots open, and
the off-peak hours occupation of
public spaces that he had observed
over the course of several months.

Mr. Brandt, Mrs. Greco, and their
expert witness on local building
codes, George Sincox of Sincox As-

sociates Architects and Planners of
Westfield, saw a different danger of
letting a catering facility on one of
the upper floors of an East Broad
Street property that would normally
be occupied by apartments and of-
fices.

They feared that a precedent set
would “open up Pandora’s Box,” and
would toll much heavier on parking
in the long-term, with varied estab-
lishments occupying space that is
now occupied by the aforementioned
apartments and offices.

Another qualm raised by the oppo-
nents of the proposal was in respect
to the “driftway” or alleyway at the
back of the property. While Mr. Ward
plans to make the facility handi-
capped-accessible, the “driftway”
could impair access to buildings
owned by Mrs. Greco and Mr.
Harrington.

This was highlighted by the 130-
year-old, handwritten lease of her
property that Mrs. Greco brought to
the meeting. It stated that access to
the property could not be blocked.

Her family has owned the sur-
rounding buildings for “six genera-
tions,” as she pointed out to the Board,
and she stated that she “has no plans
to leave, in five, 10 or 20 years.” No
compromise has been sought or ap-
parently will be, and the battle con-
tinues to rage on.

 “I found the remark about her being
the ‘sixth generation’ distasteful,” Mr.
Ward later told The Westfield Leader.
“At age 17, I emigrated from Ireland
with $500 in my pocket and my imme-
diate family to take care of. Ancestry
has nothing to do with this proposal.

“I don’t understand the objections
to it, considering that we have proven
the facility would be a valuable asset
to the community, and would be no
more of a burden on parking and
downtown in general than any other
establishment,” he said.


