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Chief O’Brien Enters Final Months With SP Department
With No Regrets After Taking Over Department in 1996

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Looking
back on his career, Scotch Plains
Police Chief Thomas O’Brien speaks
with the kind of candor that only
experience brings. A career patrol-
man who found himself at the de-
partment helm five years ago, Mr.
O’Brien said that he had not ex-
pected to become Chief.

“To tell you the truth I was a little
scared when it happened,” he said.

But after a period that he calls the
hardest he’s ever worked, Mr.
O’Brien, who also heads the Union
County Police Chiefs Association
this year, plans to retire in February.

During the Chief’s tenure, Scotch
Plains installed laptops in its patrol
cars, overhauled the office com-
puter network, continued commu-
nity policing initiatives and laid
some of the ground work for hi-tech
law enforcement.

“I think I’ve accomplished what I
wanted,” said Chief O’Brien, reflect-
ing on the projects.

Though the computer upgrades
cost nearly $300,000, said Chief
O’Brien, a state grant lowered the
township cost to around $60,000.
Because of the switch, he said that
community officers are able to do
their jobs more efficiently and with
less hassle.

At the end of the day, though,
Chief O’Brien says his work is more
community support than crime pre-
vention.

“People have needs that are not

always crime related,” he said, using
the example an elderly person who
can’t find his water main. “That’s
really the primary function of what I
call a small police department.”

Where the size of his department
is concerned, however, the Chief said

Scotch Plains could stand to gain a

few additional employees.
“If I could have at least four to five

more officers I could provide a better
level of service,” he said, pointing to
town growth as the cause for this
desire.

Chief O’Brien said that when he

joined the township force in 1964, he
was its 26th officer. Now there are 46
- a number he says hasn’t grown
appropriately.

Back in 1964, Chief O’Brien was
entering a different squad. “Nobody

wanted the job back in those days,”
he said. “It didn’t pay too much.” He
said the squad demanded long hours
and didn’t offer full benefits to its
officers.

Still, Chief O’Brien left his job as
phone lineman on an instinct and
joined the force. “I left, came here,
and to tell you the truth I’ve never
regretted it,” he said.

By 1996, Chief O’Brien was a
captain. That year, the other captain
on the squad retired, so when Chief
Robert Luce took a job heading up
the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy, Mr. O’Brien became the heir
apparent.

When he became the head of the
police chief’s association this year,
the change was a little more antici-
pated. The Chief said he received
the one-year position because of
seniority.

The association meets once a
month, except during the summer.
Part support network for area chiefs,
part lobbying group for political is-
sues and part administrative body,
the group is one of 21 in the state-one
for each county. They work with
Thomas V. Manahan, the Union
County Prosecutor, on a number of
projects, including the supervision
of the Scotch Plains-located county
police academy.

Though there have been no major
issues this year, said Chief O’Brien,
the group has been steadily pushing
for the addition of a firing range at
the police academy for the past few
years.

He said he found it hard to think of
one specific moment that could char-
acterize his career.

“(I’m) just a guy who tried to do
the best that he could do,” he said.
Though he said the job was taxing,
even heartbreaking at times, there
has “never been a day, I can hon-
estly say, where I came to work
regretting it.”
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Dr. Koslowsky Receives
Golden Volunteer Award

FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE…Dr. Seymour Koslowsky, center, was
recently presented with the Westfield Y’s Golden Volunteer Award in recogni-
tion for his efforts over many years on behalf of both the Y and the Westfield
community. Pictured with him, left to right, are: his daughter and son-in-law,
Lori and Joel Kaplan; his wife, Susan; Linda Maggio, Executive Director for the
United Fund of Westfield, and Stan Kaslusky, Executive Director of the
Westfield Y.

WESTFIELD — Recognizing his
18 years of service as a member of
the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Y, as well as 24 years of
service to the Westfield Recreation
Department, the Y recently honored
Dr. Seymour Koslowsky as this year’s
recipient of the Golden Volunteer
Award.

The award was given at the Y’s
78th annual dinner held in May. Dr.
Koslowsky was lauded for his many
accomplishments during the 30 years
he has lived in Westfield.

He was saluted for his work with
the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion and the partnership that he cre-
ated with the Westfield Y.

Dr. Koslowsky has additionally
been a member of the Jewish Federa-
tion and served as a United Fund of
Westfield Trustee for six years. Other
activities have included coaching
Police Athletic League Basketball,
along with Westfield Soccer and
Softball, and active membership in
the Union County Dental Society.

The Golden Volunteer Award is
given annually to a volunteer who
has given years of service to the Y, as
well as the town of Westfield.

Others honored at the annual dinner
were Rebecca Schulman and Justin
Harris, both of whom received awards
as Youth of the Year for 2000. Justin
and Rebecca have been active in many
Y teen clubs and have also volunteered
for other programs at the Y.

Discussion of Novel
To Focus on Years

Leading to Holocaust
SUMMIT – On Sunday, August 5,

Barbara Kopf will present and lead a
discussion on the Ursula Hegi book,
“Stones from the River,” beginning
at 9 a.m.

The program is part of a summer
book series at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, located at 587 Springfield
Avenue in Summit.

“Stones from the River” is a novel
which describes what it was like for
Catholics, Jews and Protestants to live,
love and die in a small German village
between the two World Wars.

The public is invited and admission
is free. Guests are invited to remain
for the 10 a.m. worship service that
will follow the program. For direc-
tions, please call (908) 918-2500.

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING STOCK...Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas O’Brien said that
though he never expected having a desk job, the work has been some of the most
rewarding of his career. He plans to retire in February.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRAWING A LARGE CROWD...The Chuck Lambert Band, with its impres-
sive style, drew quite a crowd near the evergreen tree in the North Avenue train
station parking lot on July 31. The entertainment was sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Scotch Plains Crimes This Year
Crime
Homocide
Rape
Robbery
Assault
Burglary
Larceny Thefts
Motor Vehicle Thefts
Arson

Year To July
0
2
1

29
32

112
14
0

Compiled from the Scotch Plains Uniform Crime Report Summary, June 2001


