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Anna Jane Sabbagh Awarded
Philhower Fellowship

WESTFIELD — Anna Jane
Sabbagh, third grade teacher at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield, is the 2001 recipient of
the Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship in recogni-
tion of outstanding teaching at the
elementary school level.

Dr. William J. Foley, President of
the Rotary Club, presented Mrs.
Sabbagh with the award at the Rotary
Club luncheon on Tuesday, April 24,
at which Mrs. Sabbagh was guest of
honor. She will also be honored at a
reception at Jefferson School on Tues-
day, May 1, at 7:30 p.m. prior to the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing to be held at the school at 8 p.m.

Mrs. Sabbagh began her teaching
career in the school district 43 years
ago at McKinley Elementary School.
She has been a familiar figure at
Jefferson School since 1976, where
she taught first, second and third
grades. She has been the matriarch of
third grade at Jefferson since 1985. A
graduate of New Jersey State Teach-
ers College (College of New Jersey),
where she received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Elementary Edu-
cation, she received her Masters in
Education Degree from Newark State
College (Kean University).

Included in the many nomina-
tions received on her behalf were
comments from parents who com-
mended Mrs. Sabbagh’s “organized,
structured and interesting class-
room.”

A current parent wrote, “She cre-
atively works with her students. She
was instrumental in ensuring that
my son (who exhibited signs of ner-
vousness and anxiety) made a
smooth transition into third grade.”

A parent of a seventh grader remem-
bered the experiences her son had in
Mrs. Sabbagh’s third grade class: “Mrs.
Sabbagh’s emphasis on the fundamen-
tals, especially in reading and math
gave my son a solid foundation. . . Mrs.
Sabbagh’s ability to encourage a love
of reading was remarkable. . . Her goal
is for all children to achieve their fullest
potential.”

Several teachers also wrote let-
ters of nomination crediting their
colleague “A.J.” for “the success of
her students, her ongoing efforts for
professional development, and her
relationship with her peers.”

One of her mentors summed up
her gratitude for “AJ’s” guidance by
saying, “She is the type of teacher
you want your child to have, and she
is the kind of teacher one strives to
become. It is impossible to explain
how many lives she has touched
throughout her career. It is not im-
possible, however, to identify her as
the perfect candidate to receive an
award of excellence in education.”

Dr. Foley congratulated Mrs.
Sabbagh for becoming the ninth re-
cipient of the Philhower Fellow-
ship. He also thanked the Rotary for
“its recognition of this meaningful
profession.”

“The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield
Educator and Rotarian Charles
Philhower and to recognize the im-
portance of teaching in the elemen-
tary grades,” explained Dr. Foley.

Charles Philhower, who died in
1962, was supervising principal (su-

perintendent) of the Westfield
schools for 30 years – from 1917 to
1947 – and was co-founder and past
president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield.

The Philhower selection commit-
tee was composed of three
Rotarians: Dr. Foley, Board of Edu-
cation President Darielle Walsh and
Chamber of Commerce Director
Debbie Schmidt. Washington El-
ementary School Principal Joseph
Malanga and last year’s Philhower
Fellowship recipient Trista Pollard
of Tamaques Elementary School
also served on the committee.

In addition to Trista Pollard, pre-
vious Philhower Fellows were An-
gela LaCarrubba, second grade
teacher at Wilson School; Claudia
Andreski, a Jefferson School fourth
grade teacher; Bette Tuthill, who
taught fourth grade at McKinley;
Carol Joyce, first grade teacher at
Washington; Carol Mastroianni, who
taught first grade at Franklin; and
Susan Feldman Glick, special edu-
cation teacher at Tamaques School.

Caitlin Nish Granted
Journalism Award

WESTFIELD – Caitlin Nish, a
1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, is the recipient of the 2001
Morris Wasserstein Award, a grant
awarded annually to a student in
the Honors Program at the Univer-
sity of Michigan in recognition of
achievement in journalism.

Caitlin, a sophomore in the
School of Literature, Science, and
the Arts, is a news editor at the
university’s student newspaper, The
Michigan Daily. She has been a
Tri-Editor of the Hi’s Eye in her
senior year at Westfield High
School.

Ryan Stefiuk
To Participate

In AIDS Benefit
WESTFIELD – Ryan A. Stefiuk of

Westfield is one of seven students at
St. Lawrence University in Canton,
N.Y., who plan to ride their bicycles
575 miles over seven days this sum-
mer, as part of a fundraising event to
benefit AIDS research. He is a senior
at St. Lawrence and a 1997 graduate
of Westfield High School.

Ryan will participate in the Mon-
tana AIDS Vaccine Ride, beginning
on Monday, July 30 in Missoula. Over
seven days’ time, riders will travel
575 miles over the Continental Di-
vide to Billings. Dubbed the “Cy-
cling Saints,” Ryan is, to date, part of
the only college team participating in
the event.

The event, along with similar events
held in other locations and organized
by Pallotta Team Works, was created
“to enable people to make a differ-
ence by empowering them to help
others in need and ultimately change
the world.”

The net proceeds of funds raised
will benefit three AIDS scientists and
their research teams, as they work to
eradicate AIDS through the develop-
ment of a vaccine.

To prepare for the event, Ryan is
training and conducting fundraising
on campus.

Ryan is a geology major with a
minor in religious studies. He is a
member of the campus Cycling Club
and Outing Club.

Virginia Paynter Named
Dean’s Scholar at Trinity

WESTFIELD – Trinity College
in Hartford, Ct. has reported that
Virginia Paynter has been named a
Trinity College Dean’s Scholar.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard H. Paynter of Westfield,
Virginia is a graduate of Westfield
High School and a member of the
Trinity College Class of 2004.

Gala Reunions Slated
For Westfield Grads

WESTFIELD – Reunions Unlim-
ited, Inc. has announced that gala re-
unions are currently being organized
for the following Westfield High School
(WHS) graduating classes: 1971, 1981,
1982, 1991, 1992 and 1993.

The reunion dates are as follows:
•WHS 1971 – Saturday, October 13.
•WHS 1981 – Saturday, November

10.
•WHS 1982 – A date to be an-

nounced in 2002.
•WHS 1991 – Saturday, June 16.
•WHS 1992 – A date to be an-

nounced in 2002.
•WHS 1993 – A date to be an-

nounced in 2003.
Graduates interested in attending

their class reunions should write to:
Reunions Unlimited, Inc., P.O. Box
150, Englishtown, 07726, or call (732)
617-1000.

St. Peter’s Prep Names
Maffey and Serzan

Second Honors Pupils
WESTFIELD – Senior Chaz

Maffey and junior Joseph Serzan,
both of Westfield, were among the
325 students at St. Peter’s Prepara-
tory School in Jersey City recog-
nized at a recent honors assembly
for achieving first honors, second
honors or honorable mention for the
second marking period.

Both Chaz and Joseph received
second honors.

Chaz is a 1997 graduate of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles S. Maffey of Westfield.

Joseph is a 1998 graduate of Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Serzan of Westfield.

Montclair State Univ.
Announces Graduation
Of Bansal and Payne
WESTFIELD – Montclair State

University in Upper Montclair has
revealed that Anjali Bansal and
Monique Elizabeth Payne, both of
Westfield, have completed their
bachelor degree requirements.

Anjali earned her Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Computer Science.
Monique received her Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Broadcasting.

SWEET SUCCESS…Among the parents of Oak Knoll students who ensured the success of the school’s Grand Prix
fundraising event are, left to right, Patricia Colbert of Westfield, Julia Wood-Verdic of Scotch Plains, Elaine Traynor of
Cranford, Kathy Clark of Mountainside, Maureen Foley of Scotch Plains, and Kathy Pankratz of Westfield. All six women
volunteer for the school’s Mothers’ Auxiliary.

Exchange Trip to Spain Teaches
Student New Perspective on Life
By STEVEN KRAKAUER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I haven’t been back more than
two weeks since returning from my
Student Exchange trip to Madrid,
Spain, and I miss it already.

Not only because the weather was
80 degrees or higher every day, or
because homework and chores were
at a minimum, although I miss those
experiences, too.

No, I miss Spain because of it’s
incredible dissimilarity to Westfield.
Of course there were the obvious
absences of The Gap, Starbucks, and
Panera Bread. But beyond that was a
mentality far from that of the gen-
eral citizen of Westfield.

In Spain, they work to live,
whereas Westfielders seem to live to
work. I stayed with a family of two
working parents and three children.
The dinnertime discussions never
once consisted of the day’s events
(school, work, etc).

In fact, although I knew the par-
ents were a professor and a psy-
chologist, never once did they men-
tion their respective profession. It
was unimportant; a necessity that
was to be quickly discarded in favor
of a relaxing moment in front of the
television or out riding bikes.

Never was there a wasted minute.
Whether soccer or simply enjoying
a park or shopping area, life was
aimed recreationally. No need to
waste time making plans; a swift
phone call naming time and place
was easily arranged. Within a minute,
plans for the day were set and life
could be lived.

My “father” worked from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. and my “mother” worked
from 4 to 9 p.m. That hour in the
middle? A big lunch and a rest. Yes,
smack in the middle of the day (prime
business time in many American
workplaces), shops were closed,
streets abandoned so everyone could
return to their respective abode and
rest. Just rest.

Spain…name three things that
come to mind. Think soccer (Euro-
pean “football” was huge), Flamenco
dancing (played endlessly on the
radio), and bullfights, right? The
third, however, was shunned by most
residents, surprisingly. Considered
inhumane and generally gross, my
family tried tirelessly to make me
skip the activity.

I went with four other American
students and enjoyed the experience.
Although I don’t believe People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals
would generally approve of the
“sport,” what can I say? I guess
Knicks fans can’t pass up an oppor-
tunity to see the bulls lose.

Other activities included trips to
the Prado, palaces, gardens and other
museums. These activities held little
to no interest for the resident
Madrilenos. They would prefer to
have a picnic in the park or roam the
streets of downtown Madrid. Which
was fine for us Americans, who en-
joyed the break from the stresses of
daily life in Westfield.

Yes, the stress was few and far
between. No usual American talk of
how “worn out” you were from
work, or “my boss did this” or “my
teacher did that” or “clean your
room” or “drive me here” or “pay
attention” or “I’m too busy” or
“There’s so much pressure!”

Relax, get a bite to eat, go out for
an ice cream. Turn on the news,
watch a movie, get some rest. Imag-
ine if the pressures Westfield teens
were constantly faced with were still
existent, just the way of dealing with
the stress was less verbal. Imagine if
every adult dealt with their daily
problems by taking a nap or watch-
ing the news.

Imagine if, instead of “dreading
to run errands” you did so as a stress-
reliever, a way to meet up with old
friends. Imagine if you took a minute
and relaxed. Imagine if you really
lived.

Park Middle School’s
Coffee House Succeeds

SCOTCH PLAINS -- On March
28, Park Middle School Principal
Rocco Collucci, along with students,
staff and parents, opened the first
“Park’s Coffee House” with “Be Our
Guest.”

Students from the sixth, seventh
and eighth grades participated in
singing, lip-synching and dancing to
popular tunes.

The faculty joined in as well with
their version of “The Twist,” which
encouraged dance participation. Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA) vol-
unteers served coffee and hot choco-
late to a packed audience.

Jennifer Sellman, Choral Director
for Park Middle School, first pro-
posed the idea, which was received
with enthusiasm by students, teach-
ers, PTA members and Principal
Collucci.

The Coffee House was sponsored
by the Park Middle School PTA in
recognition of Middle School Edu-
cation Month.

Jon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. Bramnickamnickamnickamnickamnick

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ

(908) 322-7000
(908) 322-6997 (fax)

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Law Offices of

Specializing In Personal InjurSpecializing In Personal InjurSpecializing In Personal InjurSpecializing In Personal InjurSpecializing In Personal Injury Litigy Litigy Litigy Litigy Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
FFFFFrom The Trom The Trom The Trom The Trom The Trial Courrial Courrial Courrial Courrial Court Tt Tt Tt Tt To The Supreme Couro The Supreme Couro The Supreme Couro The Supreme Couro The Supreme Courttttt

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk

Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

John C. Rodriguez
Workers Compensation

Gary J. Grabas
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy, & O’Neill
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM
and UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series

Civil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

Clarence A. Abramson
of Counsel

Former Vice President, Associate General Counsel
and Corporate Secretary, Merck & Company, Inc.

424 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

Two and a half months is a long time to be on a hiatus 

from education. The Enrichment Center can help reinforce

learning in all subjects. Our state certified experienced 

teachers use games and creative projects to make summer

learning an enjoyable and productive experience.

Call 908-654-0110 to enroll or for a brochure.

Summer Classes 2001
Session 1: July 2–July 27 (Closed July 4)
Session 2: July 30–August 24
Resumes accepted from state certified teachers.

Elaine Sigal 
Owner & Director

Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and More

■ Remedial Classes
■ Gifted & Talented Classes
■ PSAT, SAT, SATII, College Prep

■ Private tutoring available 
■ State certified, experienced teachers
■ 4-8 students per class
■ Sessions offered 6 days a week

Grades K-8 & High School

Reinforce & Enrich
Your Child’s Learning
this Summer!

877-837-4966
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15 East Broad St., Westfield, NJ • 908-654-6440


