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Westfield Population Jumped
774 or 2.4 Percent Since 1990

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a two-part series on the 2000
Census. This week’s article concen-
trates on overall for New Jersey and
Union County. The second part will
focus on the Census will impact leg-
islative districts will be effected by
the new numbers.

*  *  *  *  *
What is the only thing more diffi-

cult to count than thousands of
dimpled and pregnant chads? The
281,421,906 people in the United
States, of course. That is the national
population total in the latest figures
released from the Census Bureau’s
2000 Census report.

It took thousands of administra-
tors, enumerators, statisticians and
demographers eight months to col-
lect and tally the results for the 2000
Census, called by the Bureau, the
“the largest peacetime effort in the
history of the United States.”

Some of the results have been re-
leased over the course of the last few
months and are available on the Cen-
sus Bureau’s web site at:
www.Census.gov. Demographics
available at this time include na-
tional, state and county figures, bro-
ken down by race, household income
and education level. A more detailed
analysis, along with figures broken
down by legislative districts and
municipalities will become available,
to the public, over the course of the
next few months.

In 2000, the Census Bureau sent
out about 83 million short forms
with seven questions and 15 million
long forms with 52 questions. In
most areas, the Census Bureau re-
ported, about five out of six homes
received the short form, while the
remaining one out of six received the
long form. The short form contained
six population questions and one
housing question, while the long form
had 31 population questions and 21

housing questions.
For the first time in history, Ameri-

cans could classify themselves by
more than one race only, using any
combination of six racial categories
for a total of 63 possible race classi-
fications. Respondents who indicated
they were of Hispanic origin, listed
as an ethnicity, could classify them
selves in any race of their own choos-
ing.

Most counties in New Jersey saw a
rise in population as did the state and
the nation. New Jersey’s total popu-
lation saw an 8.6 percent gain from
1990 to approximately 8.4 million
residents, while the nation increased
13.1 percent.

According to figures released on
the Census Bureau’s Web site, the
racial breakdown for New Jersey was
as follows:

White: 72.6 percent, Black: 13.6
percent, American Indian/Alaskan
Native: .2 percent, Asian: 5.7 per-
cent, Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: too
small to calculate, and “some other
race”: 5.4 percent. These figures
closely resembled percentages for

Voters in Westfield to Decide Fate of School
Budget; Elect Unopposed BOE Candidates

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Voters in Westfield will go to the
polls on Tuesday to decide the fate
of the 2001-2002 school budget,
which currently stands at
$60,220,956.

The spending plan would be sup-
ported by a tax levy of approxi-
mately $51 million. The proposed
budget consists of a base budget of
$59,859,635 and a second question
of $1,464,067.

The $51,202,096 tax levy would
equate to an increase in property
taxes of 18 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value. On the average home,
that amounts to an increase of $300.

In addition to the tax levy, the
district will receive state aid in the
amount of $4,519,404 and federal
and state grants totaling
$1,102,746.

Educational initiatives included
in the proposed budget are as fol-
lows:

• Introduction of new K-5 math
curriculum

• Additional staffing at the inter-
mediate school level

• A computer technician for the
intermediate schools

• Upgrades to the library com-
puter systems at the high school

and intermediate schools
• Introduction of graphing calcu-

lators in the seventh and eighth
grade math curricula

• Introduction of the elementary
school foreign language into the
fourth grade

• New textbooks for social stud-
ies, world language and music

Additionally, voters will elect
three new members to the Board of
Education to replace President
Darielle Walsh, Budget and Finance
Committee Chairman Michael J.
Kessler and Long Range Planning
Committee Chairwoman Eileen
Satkin.

The candidates are Lisa Alter,
Virginia (Ginny) Leiz, and Richard
Solomon.

Ms. Alter, a lawyer, and her hus-
band, Dr. Joel Confino, have been
residents of Westfield for nearly 15
years. They have two daughters,
Arielle, currently in eighth grade
at Roosevelt Intermediate School,
and Jordana, in fifth grade at
Franklin Elementary School.

Mrs. Leiz and her husband have
also lived in Westfield for nearly
15 years. They have two children,
Matthew, 17, and Christine, 15,
both enrolled at Westfield High
School (WHS). Mrs. Leiz is cur-

rently finishing out a two-year term
as treasurer of the WHS Parent
Teacher-Student Organization.
Previously, she served as record-
ing secretary of the same organi-
zation. Mrs. Leiz lives in the
Jefferson Elementary School dis-
trict.

Mr. Solomon, and his wife, Amy
Seid, reside in the Franklin El-
ementary School area. They have
two sons, Josh and David, in kin-
dergarten and third grade, respec-
tively. Mr. Solomon, employed by
CBS Television, is also a member
of the TV-36 Advisory Board.

Happy Easter

Escalating Parking Problem Continues to Plague
Westfield High School Students and Community

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The parking problem in Westfield
continues to rear its ugly head as the
Westfield High School (WHS) com-
munity feels the effects.

WHS Student Council President
Brent Bramnick addressed the
school’s Parent Teacher-Student Or-
ganization (PTSO) at its April 4
meeting regarding the parking issue.

Brent said that there are a number
of parking spaces for students, a num-
ber for teachers and additionally some
two-hour spaces on streets surround-
ing the school.

He said that one of the problems

with students parking in the two-
hour spots is that students are then
unable to move their cars, and are
frequently issued tickets for surpass-
ing the time limit.

Also, Brent said that there is a
problem with students parking in
teacher spaces when they are unable
to find a student spot.

He proposed two potential solu-
tions to the issues plaguing student
drivers. Also, he has said that he will
present these ideas to the Town Coun-
cil for its consideration.

One plan calls for paving of a
grassy field behind the Westfield
National Guard Armory, which would

provide additional parking spaces
for the school’s use.

His second plan would be for stu-
dents to be issued placards which
would identify cars parked in two-
hour parking spaces as student cars,
and therefore exempt them from the
two-hour time limit.

Westfield Board of Education
President Darielle Walsh responded
to the first proposal stating that two
years ago the board looked into pav-
ing the field behind the Armory, but
it would have cost $100,000 and the
town would
have also been
required to

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
DRESSED FOR THE HUNT…Children of the employees at Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside enjoyed the
thrill of the hunt on Saturday, April 7, during an egg hunt held on the lawn of the facility. This youngster, who was dressed
to the nines, gathered plenty of vibrant plastic eggs in his bag.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SPRING FUN…Kaitlyn Gallo, 10, of Kenilworth recently participated in an egg
hunt held on the lawn of Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
EVERYBODY LOVES A BARGAIN…The Annual Book Sale at the Westfield
Memorial Library was once again a resounding success. Pictured above, area
residents sort through hundreds of books for sale. Funds are raised to help
purchase books and make improvements to the library.

Hillside Authorities Apprehend Accomplices
In Murder of Roofing Supply Company Owner

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Authorities from the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in conjunction
with the Hillside Police Department
charged two Newark men as accom-
plices in the murder of Westfield
resident and Hillside store owner,
Joseph Licciardello.

Mr. Licciardello was slain in his
roofing supply store on Saturday,
March 24, during a robbery.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan and Hillside Police Chief
John Bryson said that Jeffrey Bur-
gess, 30, and Robert Reese, 40, were
taken into custody on Wednesday,
April 4, on charges of first degree
felony murder for their alleged roles
in the robbery that resulted in Mr.
Licciardello’s death and for wound-
ing his son, Gregory. Burgess was a
former delivery truck driver, em-
ployed by Mr. Licciardello.

Earlier last week, on March 28,
Gregory Tillman, 21, also of New-
ark, was apprehended as he stepped
off a bus in Clarksville, Tenn. and
charged with the robbery and
felony murder. Mr. Tillman is
the alleged gunman who
committed the robbery and
murder with Burgess’ and
Reese’s help. A murder
committed during the com-
mission of a robbery auto-
matically incurs a felony murder
charge, authorities said.

According to Hillside Police, Mr.
Licciardello was in his store on
Saturday morning, March 24, with

two of his three sons and two cus-
tomers, when Tillman entered at 8:45
a.m., demanding cash. After he gave
Tillman $300 in cash, Mr.
Licciardello was fatally shot in the
head by Tillman, when the store
owner told him there was no more
cash in the store. Tillman then shot
Mr. Licciardello’s 28-year-old son,
Gregory, in the shoulder and arm
before fleeing.

Gregory was released from the hos-
pital on the following Monday and has
been recovering.

Investigators discovered evidence
that Burgess went to the store on the
day before the shooting and got in-
volved in a dispute with Mr.
Licciardello over his final paycheck,
Mr. Manahan said in a press release.

“The next morning, Burgess alleg-
edly met up with Tillman and Reese
and planned the robbery,” the press
release stated.

According to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Burgess provided his co-de-
fendants with key information about
where cash could be found inside

the store. The trio drove to
the store in a sport utility

vehicle with Reese acting
as the getaway driver.
Afterward, they drove
to a parking lot in New-

ark and dumped the stolen vehicle.
Detectives believe the three men

then split the $300 proceeds from the
robbery, with Reese and Burgess
getting about $60 each from Tillman.
Tillman then made his way to Atlan-
tic City and boarded a Greyhound
bus headed to relatives in Tennessee.

The April 4 press release stated
that prosecutors would be seeking
$350,000 bail for Burgess and Reese,
the same amount set for Tillman.
The alleged accomplices were ar-
raigned on April 4 before Judge Joan
Robinson Gross at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

change the traffic pattern on Codding
Road to accommodate the ingress
and egress from the lot.

Publisher’s Note
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This edition of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood has been mailed to
every resident to inform voters of
the issues and of the candidates for
the school board and school budget
elections this Tuesday, April 17. We
urge all to vote.

Also on display in this edition are
columns from our government lead-
ers to help keep you informed on
important community issues.

We use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. I believe good news-
papers help communities, and that’s
what we’re trying to do. Please join
us and subscribe.

Horace R. Corbin, Publisher
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the nation as a whole.
Respondents who chose to clas-

sify them selves as being in “two or
more races” was 2.5 percent for New
Jerseyians, and 2.4 percent for the
nation. Those of Hispanic/Latino
ethnicity tallied in
at 13.2 percent for
New Jersey and
12.5 percent for the
nation. Children un-
der 18 years old
were reported as
24.8 percent of New
Jersey’s population.

On the municipal
level, figures just re-
leased only in-
cluded population
totals for 2000 com-
pared to 1990. The
Town of Westfield
gained 774 resi-
dents, a 2.7 percent
increase from
28,870 in 1990 to
29,644 in 2000.
Scotch Plains also
gained 1,572 resi-
dents, a 7.4 percent increase from
21,160 in 1990 to 22,732 in 2000.

Fanwood saw a gain of 59 resi-
dents, a .8 percent increase from
7,115 in 1990 to 7,174 in 2000. The
Borough of Mountainside lost 55

residents, a .6 percent loss from 6,657
in 1990 to 6,602 in 2000.

The biggest population growth,
percentage-wise, in Union County
took place in Berkeley Heights Town-
ship, which jumped from 11,980 resi-

dents in 1990 to
13,407 in 2000, an in-
crease of 1,427 resi-
dents or 11.9 percent.
Elizabeth gained the
most, 10,566 resi-
dents, increasing from
110,002 to 120,568,
which was a 9.6 per-
cent increase.

The Borough of
Garwood saw the larg-
est loss of 74 residents
of any Union County
municipality, while
Cranford lost 55 resi-
dents.

One of the key ways
in which these popu-
lation figures are used,
is to determine the
boundaries for each
legislative district.

Each district is supposed to have
approximately the same number of
people. When a district exceeds the
bar, set at 210,000 for New Jersey, a
district must move some of its popu-
lation to another, smaller district.
This has numerous repercussions for
the political parties and candidate
support in each district.

In addition, states use the numbers
to determine how many seats they
will get in the House of Representa-
tives.

Some of the other ways in which
the statistics will be used, according
to the Census Bureau are:

The federal government uses cen-
sus numbers to allocate over $100
billion in federal funds annually for
community programs and services,
such as education programs, housing
and community development, health-
care services, such as hospitals and
clinics and job training programs.

State and local governments use
census information for planning and
allocating funds for new school con-
struction, libraries and other public
buildings, highway safety and public
transportation systems, new roads
and bridges, location of police and
fire departments and many other
public community services.

Community organizations use cen-
sus information to develop social
service programs, community action
projects, senior lunch programs and
child-care centers.

Businesses use the numbers to
decide where to locate factories,
shopping centers, movie theaters,
banks and offices.

Demographics broken down by
state and county were released by the
Census Bureau in March, while leg-
islative district figures were only re-
leased to the Apportionment Com-
mittee and key legislators earlier this
month. The demographics of legisla-
tive districts will eventually be made
available on the Census Bureau’s
Web site and to the public, sometime
in May, according to the Bureau.

Elizabethtown Water Petitions
BPU for 18 Percent Rate Hike

WESTFIELD — Elizabethtown
Water Company, whose coverage
area includes the readership area
covered by The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
is seeking an 18 percent increase in
local water bills to finance capital
improvements to their water system.
If approved, the rate hike will gener-
ate an additional $24 million in rev-
enue to the company.

Company officials have said a cus-
tomer that uses 2,800 cubic feet or

20,944 gallons of water per quarter,
the regular billing period for the util-
ity, will pay $89.91 per quarter under
the proposed rate, an increase over
the current average quarterly bill of
$76.20.

Elizabethtown has petitioned the
state’s Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) for the increase. The
company’s rates last rose in 1996. A
company spokesman said the earli-
est the hike would take effect if ap-
proved would be March of 2002.

Company Senior Vice President
Henry Patterson said the rate hike is
needed to pay for a new customer
service system as well as enhance-
ments to the company’s treatment
and distribution facilities. Improve-
ments were done to meet new stricter
water quality standards as established
by the BPU.

Among the improvements com-
pleted are the upgrade of the New
Canal Road treatment plant in
Franklin Township as well as a new
flood wall to withstand a 500-year
storm at the Raritan-Millstone Plant
in Bridgewater. The plant was un-
derwater as a result of Tropical Storm
Floyd back in September 1999.

Meanwhile, Mr. Patterson ex-
plained that the new customer ser-
vice system will enable customer
service representatives to have up-
to-date information regarding the
water system in order to answer
inquiries.

Currently, he explained, calls must
be forwarded to an operations cen-
ter.

“It (the new system) is one-stop
shopping,” Mr. Patterson told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

A yet to be announced public
hearing will be conducted along with
evidentiary proceedings whereby
Elizabethtown must support the need
for a rate hike.

Elizabethtown Water is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of London, En-
gland-based Thames Water. Thames
purchased Elizabethtown last year
for $607 million. Thames was pur-
chased by German-owned RWE.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
EGGS GROW ON TREES IN MOUNTAINSIDE…This youngster discovered
a plastic egg cleverly hidden in a treetop at the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside.

Bowcraft Submits Scaled-Down Plan
For Water Park at Amusement Facility

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Marke En-
terprises, owners of Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park in Scotch Plains, presented
a new application for a non-con-
forming use variance before the
Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment
last Thursday, April 5. The new ap-
plication is a scaled-down version of
a previous application to expand
Bowcraft by the addition of a water
park and maintenance building onto
their existing property.

Bowcraft’s previous application
met with staunch opposition from
neighboring residents who objected
to the expansion. The residents
formed a citizen’s group called
Scotch Plains Association Concerned
with the Environment (SPACE),
which circulated petitions, ran news-
paper advertisements and attended
previous board meetings to voice
their objections. One resident hired a
lawyer to represent his objections.

SPACE hired an engineer to repre-
sent them at the April 5 meeting, who
cross-examined witnesses testifying
on behalf of Bowcraft.

The residents’ chief concerns cen-
tered on the potential increase in
noise, lights, traffic congestion and
devaluation of their properties that
they believed the proposed expan-
sion would cause. The residents told
the board that noise from Bowcraft’s
Public Address (PA) system and
screaming children interfered with
the enjoyment of their yards.

The proposed water park would
consist of a shallow wading pool, a
shallow, lazy river and three, 14-foot
high water slides. The wading pool
would be approximately 18 inches
deep and the lazy river about 30
inches deep. A one-story bathroom/
locker room wood-frame building

would be at the entrance of the water
park and the entire water park would
be surrounded by a six-foot high
fence. A 40-foot wide by 80-long by
20-foot high maintenance building
would replace a red barn and several
trailers currently used for storage of
equipment.

The scaled down version of the
water park was described by Engi-
neer Paul Fiske, of Fiske and Associ-
ates, as being substantially reduced
in size from the original proposal.
Mr. Fiske said that the new, proposed
water park was 10,600 square feet
compared to the original applica-
tion, which proposed the water park
to be 15,000 square feet.

“Under the first proposal, the lazy
river was 20 feet from the perimeter;
under the new plan, the lazy river is
now 100 feet to the property line and
more than 300 feet from the nearest
home,” he stated. Exact dimensions
of the water park will be given at a
future meeting by Bowcraft’s pool
designer.

Mr. Marke told the board that the
water park would be closed by 7 p.m.
and would not add any additional
lights, other than minimal security
lighting to the neighborhood.

“I don’t feel that the neighbor’s
concerns about noise and lights are
warranted,” Mr. Marke expressed
during his testimony. “This usage is
minimal compared to other uses on
Route 22,” he added.

Additionally, Mr. Marke pointed
out, the water park would cater to
children age 2 to 12 and would not
allow these children to attend the
water park unattended by an adult.

“We are losing our customers when
it rains and when it’s very hot,” Mr.
Marke testified. “We are only trying
to keep people in the park on very hot
days,” he added.

“How would the adults cool off in
18 inches of water?” one angry resi-
dent wanted to know.

Many of the residents questioned
Mr. Marke about the proposed park-
ing lot, which will be delineated with
lines to allow occupancy by 503 cars.
Mr. Marke estimated that three people
per car, with a turnover rate of every
four hours, would bring only an ad-
ditional 200 people to the park. Resi-
dents questioned the accuracy of his
math.

Mr. Marke explained that he did
not expect to fill up the parking lot
and that only a small fraction of the
503 would come every day.

Residents asked for a guarantee
that Juniper Lane, listed as a street on
maps only and leads out to Glenside
Avenue, would not be used for ac-
cess and egress to the park, creating
additional traffic on Glenside Av-
enue. Bowcraft’s attorney, Daniel

Bernstein, of Bernstein and Hoffman
in Scotch Plains, said that would be
up to the Board to determine, as the
board may insist on making Juniper
Lane an emergency road to the park.

Several residents questioned Mr.
Marke regarding the numerous times
they have observed the police, fire
department and rescue squad called
to the park for a variety of inci-
dences. And still other concerns were
voiced regarding testing water qual-
ity and Department of Environmen-
tal Protection regulations regarding
encroachment on an existing pond.

Beside the engineer and water park
designer, Bowcraft will present tes-
timony from a traffic expert and a
noise expert at future meetings. The
next special meeting scheduled to
hear the Bowcraft continuation will
be on Thursday, May 10. The next
regular meeting of the Board of Ad-
justment will be on Thursday, May 3.

Inspection Station in Westfield
To Close for Good Friday

Fanwood-NJ Transit Forge Pact
For Expanded Train Station Lot
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Alaskan
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insured, have great references and

guarantee our work!”

Robert J. Rush & Company
201-823-1107 • Cell 201-920-7942

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
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• Decks • Basements
• Drop Ceilings • Fences
• Concrete/Masonry • Sheds
• Doors/Windows • Garages
• Commercial Carpentry

����������	���
�

���������	����
����
����	��������
�����

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Borough officials
adopted a resolution last week ap-
proving a seven-year agreement be-
tween Fanwood and NJ Transit for
the municipality to lease a parcel
of land adjacent to the current south
side train station lot for expanded
commuter parking.

Hammered out over the course of
a year, the pact calls for Fanwood
to lease the former Scotchwood
Automotive site on South Avenue
from the transportation agency,
which purchased the property more
than a year ago. The borough will
pay NJ Transit, in quarterly install-
ments, an annual fee of $23,000.

The new arrangement, approved
April 4 during a special meeting
which preceded the governing
body’s monthly agenda session, re-
places a previous 25-year pact that
was due to expire at the end of
2010. Under that agreement,
Fanwood paid NJ Transit $1 per
year and collected all revenue from

the south side lot.
The borough, which owns most

of the spaces in the existing south
side lot, will split ownership of
stalls in the expanded lot with NJ
Transit about 50-50. Fanwood will
continue to collect all revenue from
the expanded south side lot.

The new agreement will provide
an additional 53 commuter park-
ing spaces at the south side lot.
Currently, there are 138 stalls in
the south side parking area, all of
which require permits .  The
northside lot presently includes
133 spaces, including 34 for daily
parking, all of which are owned by
Fanwood.

Per the new agreement, between
90 and 105 of the total 191 spaces
in the expanded lot will be desig-
nated for daily parking, with the
remainder to be permit stalls. All
the spaces in the northside lot will
then require permits.

NJ Transit will knock down the
former Scotchwood Automotive
building; repave and re-stripe both
the existing south side lot and the
expanded parking area; install new
cement paver sidewalks along
South Avenue, from the western
boundary of the Scotchwood Auto-
motive lot to Martine Avenue, and
landscape the expanded lot.

The agency will also install two
Schlumberger machines at the south
side lot that will accept both tokens
and daily parking debit cards, as
well as token dispensing machines.

In addition, NJ Transit will in-
stall conduits, meters and founda-

tions for nine Victorian-motif
“Fanwood” lamps, including six
along South Avenue and three
across the lot.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, which expires on December
31, 2008, the borough will con-
tinue to pick up all maintenance
costs for the expanded lot.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
a member of the committee which
negotiated the borough’s new agree-
ment with NJ Transit, said Fanwood
would recover all maintenance
costs through revenues received
from operation of the lot, as it does
now.

Work is scheduled to get under-
way in the early part of the sum-
mer, and is expected to be com-
pleted by the fall, according to
Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato, who outlined the terms
of the borough’s agreement with
NJ Transit last week.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert G. Petix
said that he would not support a
proposal to change the zoning of
spaces directly in front of the
school’s Dorian Road entrance, be-
cause those spaces must be kept as
a drop-off zone for parents.

PTSO Treasurer and Board of
Education candidate Ginny Leiz
echoed Dr. Petix’ sentiments, stat-
ing that the area in front of the
school must should be preserved as
a parking area for those with ap-
pointments at the school.

Board of Education Budget and
Finance Committee Chairman
Michael J. Kessler posed a ques-
tion regarding the commuter park-
ing problem that already exists.
Mr. Kessler questioned how the
commuters might feel about high
school students being allowed to
park in certain areas while com-
muters are not.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Westfield Population Jumped
774 or 2.4 Percent Since 1990

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Westfield HS
Parking

WESTFIELD — The New Jer-
sey Motor Vehicle Inspection Sta-
tion in Westfield will be closed
tomorrow, April 13, in observance
of Good Friday.

Normal business hours for the sta-
tion are 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
though Friday, with late night hours
until 7:30 p.m. once a week. Motor-
ists using the station must make ap-

pointments in advance.
The station is also open from

6:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Satur-
days. For more information on in-
spections, call (888) NJ-MOTOR.
Questions regarding licensing, reg-
istration, title, etc., should be di-
rected to the current New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Services’ toll-free
number, (888) 486-3339.

Everybody Loves The Leader:
Join Us at www.goleader.com!

Mountainside Receives
$90,000 Grant to Install

Lights at Major League Field
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Robert G.
Viglianti announced Tuesday night
that the borough has received a grant
from The Baseball Tomorrow Fund
for approximately $90,000 to install
lighting at the Major League field,
adjacent to Deerfield School.

After the mayor announced this
improvement, borough residents com-
plained that the girls softball teams
would not benefit from this improve-
ment.

“Some residents felt it (the light-
ing) was for boys (teams) only, but
this is incorrect,” Mayor Viglianti
explained. “Next season when the
lights are installed there will be sched-
uling for both Little League and girls
softball. This is a community field to
be used for the whole community.”

Borough Councilman Keith Turner
pointed out that, “girls are currently
playing in both the American and
Major League teams. In the two years
I have been coaching there have al-
ways been girls on my team.”

The mayor went on to say that there
are two applications in progress to
fund repairs and renovations for the

field next to the municipal building
and the Pony League field, and that
any questions should be directed to
the Director of Recreation, Sue
Winans.

It was also announced that auto-
matic door operators are going to be
installed at the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building and the borough’s
public library. The automatic doors
are being provided, “through grant
money from the (Union County) Se-
nior Focus Grant and the Year 2000-
2001 Community Development
Grant from Union County,” Borough
Engineer Mike Disko explained.

“There will be no cost to the bor-
ough and the doors will be button
activated, not sliding,” he said.

Mr. Disko explained to the council
that cul-de-sac on Sylvan Lane is
taking on water, and that in his opin-
ion, “a dry well should be installed,”
to fix the problem. Mr. Disko said he
has received an estimate of $6,500
for this project, and because the price
is under cost estimates.

A resolution will be put before the
council on its Tuesday, April 17,
meeting agenda to approve a resolu-
tion for a change in the current con-
tract.

THEATER IN THE SCHOOLS…At a recent Child’s Play assembly at Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield, Rebecca DeLaFuente’s story was chosen for a
world premiere performance. Child’s Play is a touring theatre group that
performs original works written by students. Rebecca was one of two authors
from Wilson School whose play was selected by a group of actors. Her play,
“Casper the Super Hero,” was based on her own 15-year-old dog Casper.


