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Fanwood Budget Calls
For 6.8 Percent Hike

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
was expected to introduce its 2001
municipal budget last night – calling
for a 6.8 percent increase over last
year’s tab – after having once again
wrestled with several non-discretion-
ary cost categories.

Of the $5,975,220 total,
$3,434,817 will be raised through
real estate taxes, Chief Financial
Officer Barbara Brennan told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood last
Friday, with the balance to be sup-
ported through revenue from per-
mits and licenses, along with state
aid. A public hearing on the budget is
slated for Thursday, May 10.

Borough residents will witness a
9.5-cent tax rate increase, or an aver-
age hike of $78.85, in the municipal
portion of their tax bills, Mrs.
Brennan confirmed. The
municipality’s share represents 22
percent of residents’ tax bills, with
the local school district assuming 61
percent and the county another 17
percent.

The 2001-2002 budget recently
approved by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education marks
a 5.47 percent increase over last
year. The tax rate for Fanwood will
be $4.40 per $100 of assessed value,
or $108, representing a 3.04 percent
hike.

While the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has not yet de-
buted its budget for 2001, the spend-
ing plan will contain the first tax
levy increase since 1995, due prima-
rily to the loss of revenue resulting
from the state’s removal of its pris-
oners from the Union County
Jail last August. Fanwood resi-
dents are expected to see an
increase in county taxes rang-
ing from $911 to $956.

On the municipal side, Fanwood
residents on average will pay $1.565
per $100 of assessed value on their
homes this year, compared to $1.48
in 2000. In Fanwood, the average
home is assessed at $83,000, with a

market value of $190,000 to
$210,000.

The new municipal budget includes
$2,582,599 for operating expenses,
$3,392,621 in salaries and benefits,
and $360,000 as reserve for uncol-
lected taxes. Mrs. Brennan said
$725,000 in surplus funds would be
used to offset costs this year.

As was the case in 2000, the gov-
erning body was handed the chal-
lenge of maintaining municipal ser-
vices while looking at various man-
datory expenditures.

Last year’s municipal budget rose
5.7 percent over 1999, although offi-
cials were ultimately able to shave a
single tax point from the total after
the borough was awarded Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) funds as compensation for
1999’s Tropical Storm Floyd.

This year’s mandatory expendi-
tures include a $110,000 spike in
health insurance costs for borough
employees; a $26,000 increase in
interest on notes and $15,500 for the
borough’s Length of Service Awards
Program (LOSAP).

Approved by Fanwood voters
through a local referendum in 1999,
the LOSAP provides fixed annual
contributions to a deferred income
account for some 30 eligible
Fanwood Fire Department and res-
cue squad volunteers.

Last year, in addition to an in-
crease in health insurance costs, the
borough was responsible for princi-
pal and interest payments on munici-
pal bonds, as well as funds which had

to be paid as part of
Fanwood’s participation in
a capital lease program with

Union County.
In terms of state aid,
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S. Plains Population Jumped
1,572; Fanwood Sees Decline

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a two-part series on the 2000
Census. This week’s article concen-
trates on overall for New Jersey and
Union County. The second part will
focus on the Census will impact leg-
islative districts will be effected by
the new numbers.

*  *  *  *  *
What is the only thing more diffi-

cult to count than thousands of
dimpled and pregnant chads? The
281,421,906 people in the United
States, of course. That is the national
population total in the latest figures
released from the Census Bureau’s
2000 Census report.

It took thousands of administra-
tors, enumerators, statisticians and
demographers eight months to col-
lect and tally the results for the 2000

Census, called by the Bureau, the
“the largest peacetime effort in the
history of the United States.”

Some of the results have been re-
leased over the course of the last few
months and are available on the Cen-
sus Bureau’s web site at:
www.Census.gov. Demographics
available at this time include na-
tional, state and county figures, bro-
ken down by race, household income
and education level. A more detailed
analysis, along with figures broken
down by legislative districts and
municipalities will become available,
to the public, over the course of the
next few months.

In 2000, the Census Bureau sent
out about 83 million short forms
with seven questions and 15 million
long forms with 52 questions. In
most areas, the Census Bureau re-
ported, about five out of six homes

received the short form, while the
remaining one out of six received the
long form. The short form contained
six population questions and one
housing question, while the long form
had 31 population questions and 21
housing questions.

For the first time in history, Ameri-
cans could classify themselves by
more than one race only, using any
combination of six racial categories
for a total of 63 possible race classi-
fications. Respondents who indicated
they were of Hispanic origin, listed
as an ethnicity, could classify them
selves in any race of their own choos-
ing.

Most counties in New Jersey saw a
rise in population as did the state and
the nation. New Jersey’s total popu-
lation saw an 8.6 percent gain from
1990 to approximately 8.4 million
residents, while the nation increased
13.1 percent.

According to figures released on
the Census Bureau’s Web site, the
racial breakdown for New Jersey was
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Bowcraft Submits Scaled-Down Plan
For Water Park at Amusement Facility

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Marke Enterprises, owners of
Bowcraft Amusement Park in Scotch
Plains, presented a new application
for a non-conforming use variance
before the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment last Thursday, April 5.
The new application is a scaled-down
version of a previous application to
expand Bowcraft by the addition of a
water park and maintenance build-
ing onto their existing property.

Bowcraft’s previous application
met with staunch opposition from
neighboring residents who objected
to the expansion. The residents
formed a citizen’s group called
Scotch Plains Association Concerned

with the Environment (SPACE),
which circulated petitions, ran news-
paper advertisements and attended
previous board meetings to voice
their objections. One resident hired a
lawyer to represent his objections.

SPACE hired an engineer to repre-
sent them at the April 5 meeting, who
cross-examined witnesses testifying
on behalf of Bowcraft.

The residents’ chief concerns cen-
tered on the potential increase in
noise, lights, traffic congestion and
devaluation of their properties that
they believed the proposed expan-
sion would cause.
The residents told
the board that noise
from Bowcraft’s

Public Address (PA) system and
screaming children interfered with
the enjoyment of their yards.
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Scotch Plains and Fanwood Voters Will Head
To Polls Tuesday to Select BOE Candidates

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, April 17, Scotch
Plains voters will be asked to fill two
seats on the Board of Education from

a field of three candidates: Craig
Nowlin, Lance Porter (incumbent)
and Peter Tripet. Fanwood has one
seat open, for which Pat Hoynes-
O’Connor is running unopposed.

To conclude its pre-election cov-
erage of the board race, The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood asked the
candidates: “As a board member,
how will you work to facilitate com-

munications between the board and
public?”

Mr. Porter, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, has
lived in the township for 31 years. He
and his wife, Sharynn, have two chil-
dren who both attend Park Middle
School. The candidate was first
elected to the board in 1998 and
presently chairs the board’s negoti-
ating and construction committees.

“I am a member of the board’s
communication committee, which
holds public hearings with the com-
munity,” said Mr. Porter. “These hear-
ings and listening posts are not often
well-attended.

“People in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood lead very busy lives. People
are only ready to be communicated
to when it is convenient for them.
Although this is a positive step in
communicating with the public, more
can be done to effectively communi-
cate,” he noted.

He likes the district Web site as a
communication tool, but believes
“students should have more input
into its development. Students have
gotten involved with the Brunner
Web site. Students from DECA have
gotten involved with the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional
Association’s Web site. Both have
been successful.”

“TV-34 is another good method of
communication,” said Mr. Porter. “As
far as board meetings go, it has been
my experience that people do not
really attend in great numbers unless
there is a major or controversial is-
sue.”

“Because my wife and I are out
and about in the community so much,
I find the most effective method to
reach people is to see people out in

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
AND THEY’RE OFF…Children of the employees at Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside, which maintains
a branch in Fanwood, enjoyed the thrill of the hunt on Saturday, April 7, during an egg hunt held on the lawn of the facility.
These youngsters gathered plenty of vibrant plastic eggs in their bags.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SPRING FUN…Joseph Campos recently participated in an egg hunt held on the
lawn of Children’s Specialized Hospital. The patients and children of hospital
employees were invited to the festivities on Saturday, April 7.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

Fanwood-NJ Transit Forge Pact
For Expanded Train Station Lot
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Borough officials adopted a reso-
lution last week approving a seven-
year agreement between Fanwood
and NJ Transit for the municipality
to lease a parcel of land adjacent to
the current south side train station
lot for expanded commuter park-
ing.

Hammered out over the course of
a year, the pact calls for Fanwood
to lease the former Scotchwood
Automotive site on South Avenue
from the transportation agency,
which purchased the property more
than a year ago. The borough will
pay NJ Transit, in quarterly install-
ments, an annual fee of $23,000.

The new arrangement, approved

April 4 during a special meeting
which preceded the governing
body’s monthly agenda session, re-
places a previous 25-year pact that
was due to expire at the end of
2010. Under that agreement,
Fanwood paid NJ Transit $1 per
year and collected all revenue from
the south side lot.

The borough, which owns most
of the spaces in the existing south
side lot, will split ownership of
stalls in the expanded lot with NJ
Transit about 50-50. Fanwood will
continue to collect all revenue from
the expanded south side lot.

The new agreement will provide
an additional 53 commuter park-
ing spaces at the south side lot.
Currently, there are 138 stalls in
the south side parking area, all of
which require permits .  The
northside lot presently includes
133 spaces, including 34 for daily
parking, all of which are owned by
Fanwood.

Per the new agreement, between
90 and 105 of the total 191 spaces in
the expanded lot will be designated
for daily parking, with the remainder
to be permit stalls. All the spaces in
the northside lot will then require
permits.

NJ Transit will knock down the

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood has been mailed
to every resident to inform voters
of the issues and of the candidates
for the school board and school
budget elections this Tuesday,
April 17. We urge all to vote.

Also on display in this edition
are columns from our government
leaders to help keep you informed
on important community issues.

We use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. I believe good
newspapers help communities,
and that’s what we’re trying to do.
Please join us and subscribe.

Horace R. Corbin, Publisher
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former Scotchwood Automotive
building; repave and re-stripe both
the existing south side lot and the
expanded parking area; install new
cement paver sidewalks along South
Avenue, from the western boundary
of the Scotchwood Automotive lot to
Martine Avenue, and landscape the
expanded lot.

The agency will also install two
Schlumberger machines at the
south side lot that will accept both
tokens and daily parking debit
cards, as well as token dispensing
machines.

In addition, NJ Transit will in-
stall conduits, meters and founda-
tions for nine Victorian-motif
“Fanwood” lamps, including six
along South Avenue and three
across the lot.

Under the terms of the agreement,
which expires on December 31, 2008,
the borough will continue to pick up
all maintenance costs for the ex-
panded lot.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
a member of the committee which
negotiated the borough’s new agree-
ment with NJ Transit, said Fanwood
would recover all maintenance
costs through revenues received
from operation of the lot, as it does

GOT IT!…This young girl, who came
to the hunt with a bright fuisha Easter
basket, grinned proudly when she
found a yellow egg nestled in the grass.
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School Tax Levy of $44.7 Million
To Go Before SPF Voters Tuesday

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ninety per-
cent of the revenue to fund the
$50,287,302 school budget that goes
before Scotch Plains and Fanwood
voters April 17 comes from one
source — property taxes.

While the spending plan represents
a $2,606,251, or 5.47 percent, increase
over the current operating budget, it
falls more than $1 million below the
spending cap permitted by the state.

Whereas state and federal aid contrib-
utes 9.7 percent, or $4.8 million, to the
spending plan, local taxpayers need to
kick in $44.7 million. State aid for 2001-
2002 totals $3,978,592, $2.9 million of
which is slated for special education.

What does $44.7 million mean to
an individual taxpayer? In Scotch
Plains, it means a tax rate of $3.64 per
$100 of assessed value. It means an
8.01 percent increase in school taxes
of $316 per year on the average as-
sessed home. (The average home as-
sessment in the township is $117,000.)

In Fanwood, it means a tax rate of
$4.40 per $100 of assessed value. It
means a school tax increase of 3.04
percent, or $108 per year on an aver-
age assessed home. (The average home
assessment in the borough is $83,000.)

What makes the budget a little
harder to digest for some residents
is it follows on the heels of the
public’s overwhelming support for
a $35.7 million facilities referen-
dum last December. The tax impact
of the referendum is $172 per year
on the average assessed Scotch
Plains home, and $145 per year on
the average assessed home in
Fanwood. It may be worth noting,
however, that, while both support
the schools and students, they ad-
dress different things.

Funding from the December bond
referendum is specifically earmarked
for new construction and renovation
plans at the district’s eight schools.

The budget on next Tuesday’s bal-
lot provides for the operating ex-
penses for the 2001-2002 school year,
during which the district expects to
enroll 4,858 students (up 150 over
2000-2001). The budget includes:

•Salaries ($32,409,062 — up 4.23
percent).

•Benefits ($6,051,147 — up 10.94
percent).

•Tuition for students who attend
school out of district ($3,030,110 —
up 11.29 percent).

•Transportation ($1,680,268 — up
5.42 percent).

Hillside Police Apprehend Accomplices
In Murder of Westfield Shopkeeper
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HILLSIDE — Authorities from
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice in conjunction with the Hill-
side Police Department charged two
Newark men as accomplices in the
murder of Westfield resident and
Hillside store owner, Joseph
Licciardello.

Mr. Licciardello was slain in his
roofing supply store on Saturday,
March 24, during a robbery.

Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan and Hillside Po-
lice Chief John Bryson said that
Jeffrey Burgess, 30, and Robert
Reese, 40, were taken into custody
on Wednesday, April 4, on charges
of first degree felony murder for
their alleged roles in the robbery
that resulted in Mr. Licciardello’s
death and for wounding his son,
Gregory. Burgess was a former de-
livery truck driver, employed by
Mr. Licciardello.

Earlier last week, on March 28,
Gregory Tillman, 21, also of New-
ark, was apprehended as he stepped
off a bus in Clarksville, Tenn. and
charged with the robbery and felony

murder. Mr. Tillman is the alleged
gunman who committed the robbery
and murder with Burgess’ and Reese’s
help. A murder committed during
the commission of a robbery auto-
matically incurs a felony murder
charge, authorities said.

According to Hillside Police, Mr.
Licciardello was in his store on Satur-
day morning, March 24, with two of
his three sons and two customers,
when Tillman entered at 8:45 a.m.,
demanding cash. After he gave
Tillman $300 in cash, Mr. Licciardello
was fatally shot in the head by Tillman,
when the store owner told him there
was no more cash in the store. Tillman
then shot Mr. Licciardello’s 28-year-
old son, Gregory, in the shoulder and
arm before fleeing.

Gregory was released from the
hospital on the following Monday
and has been recovering.

Investigators discovered evidence
that Burgess went to the store on the
day before the shooting and got in-
volved in a dispute with Mr.
Licciardello over his final paycheck,
Mr. Manahan said in a press release.

“The next morning, Burgess alleg-
edly met up with Tillman and Reese
and planned the robbery,” the press
release stated.

According to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Burgess provided his co-de-
fendants with key information about
where cash could be found inside
the store. The trio drove to the store
in a sport utility vehicle with Reese
acting as the getaway driver. After-
ward, they drove to a parking lot in
Newark and dumped the stolen ve-
hicle.

Detectives believe the three men
then split the $300 proceeds from the
robbery, with Reese and Burgess
getting about $60 each from Tillman.
Tillman then made his way to Atlan-
tic City and boarded a Greyhound
bus headed to relatives in Tennessee.

The April 4 press release stated that
prosecutors would be seeking
$350,000 bail for Burgess and Reese,
the same amount set for Tillman. The
alleged accomplices were arraigned
on April 4 before Judge Joan Robinson
Gross at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth.

•Operation of maintenance and
plant services ($1,849,739 — up 1.18
percent).

• State and federal programs
($1,069,803 — no increase).

•Debt service ($472,858 — down
3.36 percent).

•Other expenses ($3,724,315 —
up 8.65 percent).

The “other” category includes
classroom-related expenditures such
as supplies and textbooks; insurance;
costs for occupational and physical
therapy; and capital outlays.

In the way of enhancements, the
2001-2002 spending plan includes
$60,000 for the repair and purchase of
musical instruments in the district’s K-
12 music program; $115,000 for addi-
tional computer hardware and soft-
ware; fifth grade transition materials
such as new library books for the middle
schools, and summer prep work; plus
several new staff positions — a .5
kindergarten teacher at Brunner School,
.5 nurse at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, one additional Reading
Recovery teacher at Evergreen School,
and one additional World Languages
teacher to assist with extension of the
Spanish program into third grade.

Polls will open at 2 p.m. and close
at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

as follows:
White: 72.6 percent, Black: 13.6 per-

cent, American Indian/Alaskan Native:
.2 percent, Asian: 5.7 percent, Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander: too small to calculate,
and “some other race”: 5.4 percent. These
figures closely resembled percentages
for the nation as a whole.

Respondents who
chose to classify them
selves as being in “two
or more races” was 2.5
percent for New
Jerseyians, and 2.4 per-
cent for the nation.
Those of Hispanic/
Latino ethnicity tallied
in at 13.2 percent for
New Jersey and 12.5
percent for the nation.
Children under 18 years
old were reported as
24.8 percent of New
Jersey’s population.

On the municipal
level, figures just re-
leased only included
population totals for
2000 compared to 1990.
The Town of Westfield
gained 774 residents, a
2.7 percent increase
from 28,870 in 1990 to
29,644 in 2000. Scotch
Plains also gained 1,572
residents, a 7.4 percent increase from
21,160 in 1990 to 22,732 in 2000.

Fanwood saw a gain of 59 residents, a
.8 percent increase from 7,115 in 1990 to
7,174 in 2000. The Borough of
Mountainside lost 55 residents, a .6 per-
cent loss from 6,657 in 1990 to 6,602 in
2000.

The biggest population growth, per-
centage-wise, in Union County took place
in Berkeley Heights Township, which
jumped from 11,980 residents in 1990 to
13,407 in 2000, an increase of 1,427
residents or 11.9 percent. Elizabeth
gained the most, 10,566 residents, in-
creasing from 110,002 to 120,568, which
was a 9.6 percent increase.

The Borough of Garwood saw the
largest loss of 74 residents of any Union
County municipality, while Cranford lost
55 residents.

One of the key ways in which these
population figures are used, is to deter-
mine the boundaries for each legislative
district. Each district is supposed to have

S. Plains Population Jumped
1,572; Fanwood Sees Decline

approximately the same number of
people. When a district exceeds the bar,
set at 210,000 for New Jersey, a district
must move some of its population to
another, smaller district. This has numer-
ous repercussions for the political parties
and candidate support in each district.

In addition, states use the numbers to
determine how many
seats they will get in
the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Some of the other
ways in which the sta-
tistics will be used, ac-
cording to the Census
Bureau are:

The federal govern-
ment uses census num-
bers to allocate over
$100 billion in federal
funds annually for
community programs
and services, such as
education programs,
housing and commu-
nity development,
health-care services,
such as hospitals and
clinics and job train-
ing programs.

State and local gov-
ernments use census
information for plan-

ning and allocating funds for
new school construction, libraries and
other public buildings, highway safety
and public transportation systems, new
roads and bridges, location of police and
fire departments and many other public
community services.

Community organizations use census
information to develop social service
programs, community action projects,
senior lunch programs and child-care
centers.

Businesses use the numbers to de-
cide where to locate factories, shopping
centers, movie theaters, banks and of-
fices.

Demographics broken down by state
and county were released by the Census
Bureau in March, while legislative district
figures were only released to the Appor-
tionment Committee and key legislators
earlier this month. The demographics of
legislative districts will eventually be made
available on the Census Bureau’s Web site
and to the public, sometime in May, ac-
cording to the Bureau.

The proposed water park would
consist of a shallow wading pool, a
shallow, lazy river and three, 14-foot
high water slides. The wading pool
would be approximately 18 inches
deep and the lazy river about 30 inches
deep. A one-story bathroom/locker
room wood-frame building would be
at the entrance of the water park and
the entire water park would be sur-
rounded by a six-foot high fence. A
40-foot wide by 80-long by 20-foot
high maintenance building would re-
place a red barn and several trailers
currently used for storage of equip-
ment.

The scaled down version of the
water park was described by Engi-
neer Paul Fiske, of Fiske and Associ-
ates, as being substantially reduced in
size from the original proposal. Mr.
Fiske said that the new, proposed water
park was 10,600 square feet com-
pared to the original application,
which proposed the water park to be
15,000 square feet.

“Under the first proposal, the lazy
river was 20 feet from the perimeter;
under the new plan, the lazy river is
now 100 feet to the property line and
more than 300 feet from the nearest
home,” he stated. Exact dimensions of
the water park will be given at a future
meeting by Bowcraft’s pool designer.

Mr. Marke told the board that the
water park would be closed by 7 p.m.
and would not add any additional
lights, other than minimal security
lighting to the neighborhood.

“I don’t feel that the neighbor’s con-
cerns about noise and lights are war-
ranted,” Mr. Marke expressed during
his testimony. “This usage is minimal
compared to other uses on Route 22,”
he added.

Additionally, Mr. Marke pointed
out, the water park would cater to
children age 2 to 12 and would not
allow these children to attend the wa-
ter park unattended by an adult.

“We are losing our customers when

it rains and when it’s very hot,” Mr.
Marke testified. “We are only trying
to keep people in the park on very hot
days,” he added.

“How would the adults cool off in
18 inches of water?” one angry resi-
dent wanted to know.

Many of the residents questioned
Mr. Marke about the proposed park-
ing lot, which will be delineated with
lines to allow occupancy by 503 cars.
Mr. Marke estimated that three people
per car, with a turnover rate of every
four hours, would bring only an addi-
tional 200 people to the park. Resi-
dents questioned the accuracy of his
math.

Mr. Marke explained that he did not
expect to fill up the parking lot and
that only a small fraction of the 503
would come every day.

Residents asked for a guarantee that
Juniper Lane, listed as a street on maps
only and leads out to Glenside Avenue,
would not be used for access and egress
to the park, creating additional traffic on
Glenside Avenue. Bowcraft’s attorney,
Daniel Bernstein, of Bernstein and
Hoffman in Scotch Plains, said that
would be up to the Board to determine,
as the board may insist on making Juni-
per Lane an emergency road to the park.

Several residents questioned Mr.
Marke regarding the numerous times
they have observed the police, fire
department and rescue squad called to
the park for a variety of incidences.
And still other concerns were voiced
regarding testing water quality and
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection regulations regarding en-
croachment on an existing pond.

Beside the engineer and water park
designer, Bowcraft will present testi-
mony from a traffic expert and a noise
expert at future meetings. The next
special meeting scheduled to hear the
Bowcraft continuation will be on
Thursday, May 10. The next regular
meeting of the Board of Adjustment
will be on Thursday, May 3.
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 Scaled-Down Plan Submitted
By Bowcraft for Water Park

the community and talk in small
groups. People are then fearless to
ask questions they may have. This is
not a great way for mass communica-
tion, but it is very effective for two-
way communication and understand-
ing,” concluded Mr. Porter.

Candidate Nowlin is a 10-year resi-
dent of Scotch Plains. He and his
wife, Joyce, have one son in first
grade at McGinn Elementary School.
An active member of McGinn’s Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA), Mr.
Nowlin closely followed the activi-
ties of the board over the past year
and served on the citizens’ coalition
to support the December 2000 bond
referendum.

Mr. Nowlin sees two ways to im-
prove communications between the
board and public.

“First,” he said, “I would like to
establish a Web site that has some
type of bulletin board where the com-
munity can post questions, comments
and opinions. Any resident would be
able to respond to any other com-
ment. This would allow people with
schedules that make it difficult for
them to attend board meetings the
opportunity to interact in a public
forum.

“A survey could also be attached
to this Web site for a quick poll on
public opinion,” with the understand-
ing that the data would not be scien-
tific but perhaps indicative of public
sentiment, he explained.

“The Internet technology is now
available to virtually everyone, and it
provides us with an unprecedented
opportunity to interact as a commu-
nity,” the candidate remarked.

“Secondly, I think we should make
better use of our local television chan-
nels 34/35,” continued Mr. Nowlin.
“A monthly ‘roundtable’ type dis-
cussion with board members, admin-
istrators and town leaders, with ques-
tions from the public audience. This
would give the public a better idea of
the issues we face and the opinions
held by the decision-makers.”

Mr. Tripet is a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains who attended School
One Elementary, Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Park Middle School and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He is presently pursuing a master’s
degree at Seton Hall University while
working at a Westfield law firm. He
plans to be a teacher.

“I will work closely with the other
members of the Board of Ed to build
an open, two-way channel of com-
munication,” said Mr. Tripet. “I would
like to see more parents attend board
meetings on a more regular basis.
The best way to do this is to make
sure parents are aware of both the
time and location of all meetings and
to keep them informed regarding is-
sues to be dealt with at the respective
meeting.

“The best way to accomplish this
goal is to work in partnership with
the local media. Hopefully, by get-
ting more parents involved, we will
get a broader cross section of the
population. Plus, I suspect we would
get a greater number of ideas from
the community,” added Mr. Tripet.

A Fanwood resident since 1985,
Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor has a history
of involvement in education issues
that dates back to when her children
started school. In addition to serving
on several district committees, she
has been a PTA board liaison for
many years. She and her husband,
Mike, have three children who attend
Coles Elementary and Terrill Middle
Schools.

She said, “Maintaining and en-
hancing the link between the public
and the Board of Education is vital to
the success of our schools. The board
and administration needs to have a
clear understanding of what the pub-
lic wants from their schools and the
public must also understand the con-
straints under which the board oper-
ates.”

“Over the years, I have seen im-
provements. With TV coverage of all
board meetings, the public has access
on a regular basis. In response to frus-
tration voiced by the public, the board
created more opportunities for public
input during meetings,” she continued.

“Now there is a district Web site
where the public can get a very de-
tailed look at what’s happening in
the district.”

“I think the current board is very
open to hearing from the public, and
will seek to maintain the openness
and flexibility that have character-
ized their recent interactions with the
public,” said Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

SP-F BOE
Election

Elizabethtown Water Petitions
BPU for 18 Percent Rate Hike

WESTFIELD — Elizabethtown
Water Company, whose coverage
area includes the readership area
covered by The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
is seeking an 18 percent increase in
local water bills to finance capital
improvements to their water system.
If approved, the rate hike will gener-
ate an additional $24 million in rev-
enue to the company.

Company officials have said a cus-
tomer that uses 2,800 cubic feet or
20,944 gallons of water per quarter, the
regular billing period for the utility,
will pay $89.91 per quarter under the
proposed rate, an increase over the
current average quarterly bill of $76.20.

Elizabethtown has petitioned the
state’s Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) for the increase. The
company’s rates last rose in 1996. A

company spokesman said the earli-
est the hike would take effect if ap-
proved would be March of 2002.

Company Senior Vice President
Henry Patterson said the rate hike is
needed to pay for a new customer
service system as well as enhance-
ments to the company’s treatment
and distribution facilities. Improve-
ments were done to meet new stricter
water quality standards as established
by the BPU.

Among the improvements com-
pleted are the upgrade of the New
Canal Road treatment plant in
Franklin Township as well as a new
flood wall to withstand a 500-year
storm at the Raritan-Millstone Plant
in Bridgewater. The plant was under-
water as a result of Tropical Storm
Floyd back in September 1999.

Meanwhile, Mr. Patterson ex-

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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Fanwood Budget
Mrs. Brennan said Fanwood would
receive $31,133 from a Legislative
Block Grant; $322,404 in Consoli-
dated Municipal Property Tax Re-
lief; $633,088 from an Energy Re-
ceipt Tax, and $28,782 from a supple-
mental energy tax.

The supplemental energy tax fig-
ure is the exact dollar amount which
Fanwood received last year.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
EGGS GROW ON TREES IN MOUNTAINSIDE…This youngster discovered
a plastic egg cleverly hidden in a treetop at the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside.

plained that the new customer ser-
vice system will enable customer
service representatives to have up-to-
date information regarding the water
system in order to answer inquiries.

Currently, he explained, calls must
be forwarded to an operations center.

“It (the new system) is one-stop
shopping,” Mr. Patterson told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

A yet to be announced public hear-
ing will be conducted along with
evidentiary proceedings whereby
Elizabethtown must support the need
for a rate hike.

Elizabethtown Water is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of London, En-
gland-based Thames Water. Thames
purchased Elizabethtown last year
for $607 million. Thames was pur-
chased by German-owned RWE.

Inspection Station
To Close in Westfield

For Good Friday
WESTFIELD — The New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
in Westfield will be closed tomor-
row, April 13, in observance of
Good Friday.

Normal business hours for the
station are 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday though Friday, with late
night hours until 7:30 p.m. once a
week. Motorists using the station
must make appointments in ad-
vance.

The Westfield station is also open
from 6:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on
Saturdays. For more information
on inspections, call (888) NJ-MO-
TOR. Questions regarding licens-
ing, registration, title, etc., should
be directed to the current New Jer-
sey Motor Vehicle Services’ toll-
free number, (888) 486-3339.

“We are professional, trustworthy &
insured, have great references and

guarantee our work!”

Robert J. Rush & Company
201-823-1107 • Cell 201-920-7942

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• General Repairs • Re-roofing
• Decks • Basements
• Drop Ceilings • Fences
• Concrete/Masonry • Sheds
• Doors/Windows • Garages
• Commercial Carpentry
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now.
Work is scheduled to get under-

way in the early part of the sum-
mer, and is expected to be com-
pleted by the fall, according to
Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato, who outlined the terms
of the borough’s agreement with
NJ Transit last week.
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Fanwood-NJ Transit

3.8 %         13.9%           8.4%

522,541

 5.8 %

     65.5 %

    .2%

     20.8%

    *

 6.4%          5.7%             2.7%

  3.2%

24.9%

19.7%

62.5%

$50,254
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Total
Population

Change
1990-2000

White

Black
American

Indian/
Alaskan
Asian

Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander

Other

2 or More
Races

Under Age 18

Hispanic/
Latino

Homeowner
Rate

Household
Income

Union County Middesex County Somerset County

750,162                 297,490

          11.7 % 23.8%

68.4%                 79.3 %

  9.1%

    *     *

             2.6%   1.8%

             23.7%   25.5%

             13.6%     8.7%

             67.4%   75.3%

$52,646               $74,586

.2%

7.5%

.1%


