
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION !"#$%#&'()#*+$,#-+#. and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, April 12, 2001 Page B-15

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

!3#%$"'D)<2*'6%$)/$'N."%)2'D"=%)+3#P'6@@.)#/!3#%$"'D)<2*'6%$)/$'N."%)2'D"=%)+3#P'6@@.)#/!3#%$"'D)<2*'6%$)/$'N."%)2'D"=%)+3#P'6@@.)#/!3#%$"'D)<2*'6%$)/$'N."%)2'D"=%)+3#P'6@@.)#/!3#%$"'D)<2*'6%$)/$'N."%)2'D"=%)+3#P'6@@.)#/
Q*)R3#'S)/)"*'$"'0%2=)$)"*2.'0#<4*)R3#/')*'Q77'JT4)1)$Q*)R3#'S)/)"*'$"'0%2=)$)"*2.'0#<4*)R3#/')*'Q77'JT4)1)$Q*)R3#'S)/)"*'$"'0%2=)$)"*2.'0#<4*)R3#/')*'Q77'JT4)1)$Q*)R3#'S)/)"*'$"'0%2=)$)"*2.'0#<4*)R3#/')*'Q77'JT4)1)$Q*)R3#'S)/)"*'$"'0%2=)$)"*2.'0#<4*)R3#/')*'Q77'JT4)1)$

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The works of
artist Gloria Rodriguez, a native of
Puerto Rico who now works in Jer-
sey City, are currently on exhibit at

the Tomasulo Gallery in Cranford.
Entitled “The Image to Inspire,”

the exhibit is a mixture of 13 acrollage
paintings and six collages. Acrollage,
the term Ms. Rodriquez first used to
describe her work in the 1980’s, re-
fers to the layering and glazing of
strikingly bold paint colors while
incorporating a collage effect using
pictures torn from magazines.

The juxtaposition of the collage
pieces of all Ms. Rodriquez’ work
blends in to present the whole in an
effect that is particularly icon-like.
This effect is reinforced by the reli-
gious themes of many of her pieces.

Acrollages of Jesus Christ and the
Virgin Mary are two of the works
presented in “The Image to Inspire”
exhibit.

One prominent piece, “The Cho-
sen,” shows the head and face of a
young Hispanic man wearing a crown
of thorns. Around his head are circles,
reminiscent of a halo. Obviously an
interpretation of Jesus Christ, the
painting is not a disrespectful por-

trayal.
Ms. Rodriquez’ unique vision com-

bines with spiritual tradition and goes
beyond the usual portraiture of the
contemporary man and woman. One
can see the urban and social under-
tones of her artistic accomplishments,
many of which portray multicultural
facets of the human condition.

“The Image to Inspire” is original
and unusual,” commented artist
Valeri Larko, Director of the
Tomasulo Art Gallery for the last six
years. “Gloria brings a unique point
of view to traditional portraiture tech-
niques.”

According to Ms. Rodriquez, the
subjects of her paintings and col-
lages are the people she sees around
her every day.

Ms. Rodriquez studied at the
Escuela de Artes Plasticas in San
Juan, Puerto Rico, at Pratt Institute
in Brooklyn and at The Art Students
League of New York.

She is the recipient of a New York
Foundation for the Arts fellowship in
painting, New Jersey State Council
on the Arts Fellows to the Rutgers
Center of Innovative Print and Paper
and a Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion Fellows for the Vermont Studio
Center in Johnson, Vermont. She is
represented by galleries in several
states and her works have been re-
produced in numerous publications.

“The Image to Inspire” will be on
exhibit until next Thursday, April 19.

The Tomasulo Gallery is located
in the Kenneth Campbell Mackay
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Kassy Michaels

MOUNTAINSIDE –
Mountainside’s own Kassy
Ciasulli, now professionally
known as Kassy Michaels,
will perform her first solo
concert at Governor
Livingston (GL) High
School in Berkeley
Heights on Friday,
May 4, at 8 p.m.

A former member of
the GL Hilltop Players
and a recent graduate of
GL, she was invited back
to the school to debut her
debut solo CD release.

The evening will ben-
efit the GL Choir and GL
Hilltop Players and cel-
ebrate the completion of
Ms. Michaels’ first full-

length studio release.
Backed by a professional

band, she will perform se-
lections from her CD, which
will be available for pur-
chase that evening or at

www.apirecords.com.
Tickets are $5 for
students and senior

citizens and $10
for adults. Tickets
may be purchased
in advance by call-
ing (908) 654-
8692. Although
tickets will be
available at the
door, it is recom-
mended that they
are purchased
prior to the show.
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WESTFIELD – The best
in home design and decor
will be on display in
Westfield on Friday, May 4,
and Saturday, May 5, when
the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) host a presentation
by one of the world’s lead-
ing fabric designers and a
home tour that features five
of Westfield’s most notable
residences.

“The Friends are pleased
to offer for the first time a
full weekend of events for
individuals interested in
home design and decor,” re-
vealed President of Friends
Deirdre T. Malacrea.

“Participants will have a
unique opportunity to learn
about interior decorating
from the experts, see first-
hand some of Westfield’s
most beautifully appointed
homes, and at the same time,
support Union County’s
resident orchestra,” said Ms.
Malacrea.

The WSO’s events will
begin on May 4 with “From
the White House to Your
House,” a presentation by
Edward Goodman, Head
Designer and Trim Special-
ist, and Mary Beth Brown,
Sales Executive of
Scalamandre Silks and
Trims, the designer to the
nation’s first ladies.

The event will be held from 9:30
to 11 a.m. at the James Ward Man-
sion in Westfield. Coffee and past-
ries will be served.

According to Ms. Malacrea, the
Scalamandre representatives are
frequent lecturers on the
Scalamandre-inspired decors that
have graced the White House and
will offer both a unique peek inside
the White House and tips on how to
bring elegance to one’s home.

Tickets for this limited-seating
event are $25 and are available for
purchase at Evalyn Dunn Gallery
and Golden Bee Antiques in
Westfield, and Frog Hollow Gal-
lery in Summit.

On May 5, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., the Friends will host the Tour
of Notable Homes.

“This year’s selection of homes
captures the essence of personal

decorating. All five of the
homes open on May 5 re-
flect the personal tastes,
interests and influences of
the homeowners,” said
Myriam Gabriel and
Shuang Guo, Co-Chair-
women of the event.

Among the homes high-
lighted this year will be
an Arts and Crafts house
nestled in the Indian For-
est neighborhood of
Westfield. The home,
which was completely
renovated by its owners,
provides the backdrop for
the work of New Jersey
artist Francesca Azzara.

The tour will also in-
clude an elegant Georgian
Colonial that was ex-
panded by the homeowner
to offer sanctuaries for
both the children and
adults. The expansive
home offers a brightly lit
kitchen, cozy garden,
first-floor office and sec-
ond-floor television room
that connects the
children’s rooms.

“As in previous years,
we encourage all tour par-
ticipants to take advan-
tage of the full day of
activities planned, includ-
ing free refreshments, a
sale of spring plants, and
an extensive raffle for gift
baskets of luxury mer-

chandise and services donated by
area businesses,” added Ms. Gabriel
and Ms. Guo.

All proceeds from the weekend
will benefit the WSO and its ongo-
ing educational outreach programs,
which reach more than 2,000 stu-
dents through concerts and master
classes.

Tickets are $20 in advance and
$25 on the day of the tour. They are
available in Westfield at Baron’s
Drug Store, Lancaster,  Ltd.,
Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Weichert Realtors, Burgdorff ERA
Realtors, Prudential New Jersey Re-
alty, and the Town Bank of
Westfield.

Additional ticket outlets include
Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood, Bay-
berry Card and Gift in
Mountainside, Enchanted Garden
in Cranford, Swain Galleries in
Plainfield, and Frog Hollow Gal-
lery and Tapestry Accents, both in
Summit.

For more information, please call
the WSO at (908) 232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/wso.

TAKE NOTE…Myriam Gabriel, standing, and Shuang
Guo, seated, are serving as the 2001 Co-Chairwomen of
the 17th Annual Tour of Notable Homes sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO).
The tour will be held on Saturday, May 5, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Ms. Gabriel is a past president of the Friends and
Ms. Guo is a pianist with the WSO and the wife of WSO
Music Director and Conductor David Wroe.
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BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Nancy
J. Ori of Berkeley Heights, well-
known photographer and edu-
cator, has received a HEART
Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders
to feature 38 local historical
sites in a special photography
project.

Ms. Ori’s undertaking in-
volves taking a large body of
photographs to be used in a
historical guidebook being
assembled by the county for
the coming year. She has spent
the last few months doing
research on the sites and has
now begun photographing the
numerous interiors.

Her artistic selection of sub-
ject matter is determined by
the best summary of images
to depict the lifestyle of the
people who have inhabited
the county during different
time periods in our history.
Ms. Ori refers to these im-
ages as “portraits” of the ar-
chitecture and artifacts.

“Since 1970, I have trav-
eled throughout the world
working on various photographs and
video projects which has given me
the opportunity to explore many
popular and cherished places,” ex-
plained Ms. Ori.

“I have discovered that right here
in my own county there are wonder-
ful sites to photograph and images to
share,” she continued. “I proposed
the grant project in order to best
volunteer my skills to benefit my
own community and have since been
inspired by not only the interesting
subject matter, but also by the many
volunteers I have met while doing
my research and visiting the sites.”

The body of work will provide a
balance of images between the ar-
chitecture, costumes and artifacts of
by-gone eras to reflect those who
lived, worked and played in Union
County at earlier times.

Some images are romantic in style
and provide a contrast to the playful
depictions of antique dolls and toys,
some are bold forms of tools and
objects presented almost as sculp-
tures, and some are planned or con-
tain artistically composed room set-
ups to provide more formal images.

Popular locations such as Liberty
Hall in Union, the Trailside Nature
Museum in Mountainside, and the
Drake House Museum in Plainfield,
as well as the smaller historical sites
of the Easton Store Museum in Hill-
side and the Carter House in Summit

are some of the many locations to be
featured in Ms. Ori’s photographs.

“I feel that being involved in this
project can make a difference in our
community by showcasing and cel-
ebrating our accomplishments in his-
torical preservation. The guidebook
will allow the reader to explore these
significant sites and learn about the
character of our community through
time,” she noted.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Library of Union County College,
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
The hours are Monday-Thursday 1-
4 p.m., Tuesday - Thursday 6-9 p.m.
and Saturday 1-4 p.m.

For more information, please call
(908) 709-7155.
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SUMMIT – In observance of the
31st celebration of Earth Day on
Saturday, April 28, individuals, fami-
lies and organizations are invited to
plant a tree or a spice bush at Reeves-
Reed Arboretum in Summit.

The Earth
Day /Arbor
Day celebra-
tion will be-
gin at 10
a.m. at the
facility, lo-
cated at 165
Hobart Avenue in Summit.

Each plant will be tagged with
the name of the people or organiza-
tion that planted it.

“Planting a tree is a meaningful
experience,” stated Michelle Celia
Weissner, Director of Children’s
Education at Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum. “People know they can
come back for years and visit
‘their’ tree.”

Other nature-related activities
will be offered for participants of
all ages. There is no charge for
participation, however, pre-regis-
tration is required.

For more information and to reg-
ister, please call Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum at (908) 273-8787.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-16

,)//&',@2<#-,)//&',@2<#-,)//&',@2<#-,)//&',@2<#-,)//&',@2<#-

WASHBOWL IN FRONT OF WINDOW,
Miller Cory House Museum in Westfield by
Nancy J. Ori, Berkeley Heights photographer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-16

H2*<&'!%)#/$'I2-#/'D"$3*=2'D#2.)$&H2*<&'!%)#/$'I2-#/'D"$3*=2'D#2.)$&H2*<&'!%)#/$'I2-#/'D"$3*=2'D#2.)$&H2*<&'!%)#/$'I2-#/'D"$3*=2'D#2.)$&H2*<&'!%)#/$'I2-#/'D"$3*=2'D#2.)$&

6%$'6//"<)2$)"*',.2$#/6%$'6//"<)2$)"*',.2$#/6%$'6//"<)2$)"*',.2$#/6%$'6//"<)2$)"*',.2$#/6%$'6//"<)2$)"*',.2$#/
I#81#%/9',4"FI#81#%/9',4"FI#81#%/9',4"FI#81#%/9',4"FI#81#%/9',4"F

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Arts Association’s members
will present an exhibit of mixed
media art from Monday, April
23, to Saturday, April 28, in
the downstairs gallery of the
Scotch Plains Library.

The public is invited to view
the works during library hours.

A reception and awards pre-
sentation will be held at noon
on April 28.

Art teacher and painter
Nicholas Impalli will judge the
show this year.

For more information, please
call the association’s Informa-
tion Officer, Thomas E. Yeager,
at (908) 322-5438.

Collectively, these news maga-
zine shows chronicle an anthol-
ogy of bedtime stories that would
have “Goodnight Moon” and “The
Little Engine That Could” blown
off the library shelves. Do you
really need to fill your head with
such fearful, burdensome thoughts
just before resting your head on
the pillow?

While no one wants their head
filled with fluff before naptime,
shocking our brains with tales of
stranded mountain climbers
caught in a deadly avalanche and
husbands and wives murdering
each other doesn’t make for a
night filled with sweet dreams.
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A&E on the Web:
www.goleader.com
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WESTFIELD – Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service (YFCS) is
preparing for its annual benefit con-
cert with the Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea on Saturday, April 21, at
8 p.m. at Union Catho-
lic High School in
Scotch Plains.

With a new program
in a new location, the
concert with the 45-
member orchestra will
be conducted by the
Reverend Alphonse
Stephenson. This is the
11th consecutive year
that the agency’s major
fundraiser has included
the ensemble.

Performing for au-
diences over 15 years,
Rev. Alphonse and the
orchestra of professional musi-
cians have demonstrated their
skills on tour and at their summer
open-air concert series, the Festi-
val of the Atlantic at Point Pleas-
ant Beach.

In previous performances to ben-
efit YFCS, audiences have enjoyed
symphonic music, including perfor-
mances featuring instrumental and
vocal soloists. Each concert is en-

hanced by the witty and educational
introductions by Rev. Alphonse.

Chair of the Concert Committee
Frank Sullebarger stated, “We hope
that many people will celebrate the

return of Father
Alphonse as he brings
his orchestra’s joyful
sounds to the audito-
rium of Union Catho-
lic High School in
Scotch Plains.”

Tickets are $26 for
general admission, $23
for senior citizens, and
$10 for students aged
18 and under. Patron
and preferred seating
is available for $50 per
ticket. Sponsor listings
in the evening’s pro-
gram, which include

two patron tickets to the concert, are
available for contributions of $300
or more.

Tickets are now available at the
following outlets: Country Squire
Men’s Shop and O’Johnnies Hall-
mark in Clark, Michelle’s Hallmark
in Cranford, Irma’s Hallmark in
Fanwood, Bayberry Card and Gift
Shop and Patterson’s Interiors in
Mountainside, Swain Galleries in
Plainfield, Nuts ‘n Plenty in Scotch
Plains and Lancaster,  Ltd. in
Westfield.

Tickets are also available by call-
ing (908) 233-2042 or by visiting
the YFCS office at 233 Prospect
Street in Westfield.

YFCS is an independent, non-
profit agency serving the residents
of Berkeley Heights,  Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and
Westfield.

The agency provides counseling
and mental health services to indi-
viduals, families, couples and groups
on a sliding fee scale. The benefit
concert helps support YFCS programs
related to parenting skills, parent/
teen communication, and other fam-
ily issues.

Reverend Alphonse Stephenson

she attended the Lee Strasberg
Theatrical Institute before mak-
ing her debut in Prime Cut.

Her portrayal of country song-
stress Loretta Lynn in Coal
Miner’s Daughter was so phenom-
enal that she returned briefly to
her singing roots when she re-
ceived a Grammy nod for her
version of the title song. She had
spent extensive time touring with
Lynn to learn her mannerisms
and vocal style before giving the
role her best shot.

The wife of film director Jack
Fisk and mother of fellow actress
Schuyler and Madison, Spacek
took a hiatus in 1986 and re-
turned to show biz in 1990 with
The Long Walk Home.

Absence clearly made the
hearts of audiences grow even
fonder of Spacek, as her roles in
JFK, Affliction and If These Walls
Could Talk garnered admiration
and accolades.

Her role of the blood-splattered
outcast/prom queen in Carrie was
not a role Spacek chose to return
to. She told producers, “No
thanks!” when the sequel, The
Rage: Carrie II was presented to
her.

Actress Emily Bergyl (who?)
accepted the role, but the flashy
flick garnered critics’ barbs. Re-
sulting in no more than a practi-
cal joke with a box office blood-
bath, producers should have
known that no one has the acting
skills of Spacek.

onion chutney which, after several
reminders, came late. There was also
too much time between courses. We
finished our appetizers in less than
five minutes and it seemed that for
the next 15 minutes all floor staff had
disappeared.

One final problem added to our
annoyance: the carpets were fastidi-
ously swept while we ate our en-
trees; this could have waited.

Although the service needs some
tweaking, in most respects, Raagini
stands shoulder to shoulder with any
Indian food I’ve had anywhere. It’s
well worth the visit.

directing lab, acting lab, green room,
theater storage, studio art storage,
costume shop, seminar rooms, draft-
ing room, lounge, and faculty of-
fices.

Cement floors, concrete block
walls and exposed concrete deck

ceilings will be the key materials for
the interior of the building. The red
brick exterior will be complemented
by windows, all designed to be con-
sistent with the university’s overall
architecture.

About 20 years down the road, Ms.
Priest would like to know that while
students pass through the rotunda,
they are gleaning the importance of
Drew’s rich past.

“I hope they have a sense of his-
tory of where Drew started. I hope
they have a sense of appreciation of
the arts and the heritage and back-
ground that Drew is known for,” she
said.

wonderful triple-threat gives an hon-
est and heartwarming performance
that is such a joy to be a part of. Mr.
Creighton has brought back the “song
and dance” man and it is about time.

Diane J. Findlay is wonderful as
Mrs. Brice and every moment she
spends onstage is one of integrity.
This skilled actress gives a moving,
witty and sincere performance as
Fanny’s mom. Great work.

The rest of the cast all have terrific
moments onstage, particularly Marie
Lillo, Bob Dorian, Steven Bogard
and Ray Friedeck. But again, the
entire cast is exceptional, and, as
always, the dancers are fabulous.
Mr. Lichtefeld’s work is an asset to
any production.

The scenic design by Michael
Anania is brilliant and costumes,
hair, lighting and sound are all fault-
less. There is truly nothing negative
to say in any department.

Bravo to everyone involved with
this amazing production. If it isn’t
already completely sold out, run to
Millburn to get your tickets to Funny
Girl.

Funny Girl continues its run at
Paper Mill Playhouse through Sun-
day, May 20.


