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Improving Services for Seniors
Continues to Be County Objective

By LEWIS MINGO, JR.

In my four years on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, I have proudly
worked on programs and services that
benefited all Union County residents.
But I have made a special point of look-
ing out for the best interests
of our county’s growing se-
nior citizen population. As
the Freeholder Board’s liai-
son to the senior community,
I am proud to say this board
has an uncompromising com-
mitment to senior citizens.

We declared the year 2000
as “The Year of the Senior
Citizen” in Union County, and
made a special commitment
to services to this population.
Our top three initiatives for
the year were Senior Focus,
Senior Scholars and Seniors in Motion.

The Senior Focus initiative provided
$3 million in grants to municipalities for
building, repairing or expanding senior
centers.

These facilities provide a range of
services and functions, including gov-
ernment services, education, informa-
tion, hot meals, health care and recre-
ation. The number of residents over age
60 determined each town’s funding, and
each town decided how to best use its
share.

For example, Westfield funded archi-
tectural and other studies for a new
facility for the Westfield Community
Center on West Broad Street.

Scotch Plains upgraded the Scotch
Hills Country Club, which is primarily
used by seniors. Fanwood applied its
grant toward acquiring land for a new
senior center.

Since last year, more than 1,000 se-
nior citizens have attended continuing
education and personal enrichment
courses at Union County College through
the Senior Scholars program. All Union
County residents over the age of 60 are

invited to attend these short-duration
classes free of charge. Courses are avail-
able in computers and the Internet, the
arts and health and fitness.

Twelve municipalities, including
Westfield and Scotch Plains, have ap-

plied for and will receive vans
as part of the Seniors in Mo-
tion initiative. This program
provided vehicles for commu-
nities to broaden local trans-
portation services for seniors
and people with disabilities.

Municipalities will provide
drivers and set schedules and
guidelines.

Once the service is fully in
place, it will provide social
transportation, such as trips
to shopping centers, at no cost
to the riders.

Our efforts for senior citizens did not
stop there.

The Freeholder Board collaborated
with the Newark Museum to create a
series of special afternoon programs at
the museum for Union County seniors.
The first, in December, attracted more
than 300 people. The second program,
“The Rich Arts of Japan,” will be held on
Thursday, April 26.

For more information or to make a
reservation, please call The Newark
Museum at (973) 596-6560.

The county’s Division on Aging of-
fers information and important services
and programs to senior citizens through-
out the county, including hot meals,
transportation, home health care and
legal assistance. Their toll-free infor-
mation line is (888) 280-8226.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will continue this high level
of service in 2001 and beyond.

*  *  *  *  *
Lewis Mingo, Jr. of Plainfield is Vice

Chairman of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Lewis Mingo, Jr.

Union County’s 2001 Initiatives
Told by Freeholder Chairman
By ALEXANDER MIRABELLA

Union County services range from
maintaining more than 170 miles of
county roads, to vital services to senior
citizens, to managing more than 5,500
acres of county parks, play-
ing fields and golf courses.

The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, of
which I am Chairman, is the
elected body that sets the
policies and direction of your
county government.

But county government
must do more than that. More
than 500,000 people live and
work in our 21 municipali-
ties, and county government,
more than municipalities and
the state, can improve the
quality of life, opportunity and health
and safety of the people living in this
region.

This is why the Freeholder Board
develops initiatives every year to focus
the county’s attention on areas of impor-
tance within our 21 municipalities. As
Chairman, I developed four new initia-
tives for the year 2001 and continued
two others.

Our first initiative is for the county’s
veterans. Union County has in excellent
Office of Veterans Affairs within the
Department of Human Services, but as
the county’s veteran population grows
older, this office needs to do more.

In the year 2001, we will expand this
office and develop it as a single point of
entry for veterans to receive the services
they deserve, like benefits, heath care
and information.

The next initiative, Access 2001, is
for the more than 70,000 schoolchildren
in Union County. We want to connect the
county’s libraries with young people to
help them with assignments and provide
assistance after the school day has ended.
The Internet gives us an opportunity to

bring these services to their homes. Later
this year, school and library officials
from across the county will meet to
discuss how they will implement this
initiative.

The need for education and
training goes beyond the class-
room.

Every resident needs to be
prepared to meet the challenges
of the changing workplace.
That’s why I developed the
“New Jobs… New Millen-
nium” initiative. This initiative
will help connect hundreds of
unemployed and underem-
ployed residents with job train-
ing. It will then connect with
employers to find jobs for these
newly-trained workers.

Through this initiative the county will
also develop programs to help county
businesses expand and thrive.

The last new initiative is for all resi-
dents. Union County will create an Of-
fice of Volunteer Services to take advan-
tage of one of this county’s greatest
resources – the men and women willing
to lend their time and abilities to those in
need. This office will connect volun-
teers with the private, charitable agen-
cies who need assistance.

I decided to continue two of last year’s
initiatives: The Freeholder Scholars ini-
tiative will continue providing eligible
students with full scholarships to Union
County College. Hundreds of students
of all ages and from every municipality
have gotten an education through this
program. I will also continue the HEART
Grant initiative, providing funds for per-
formances, exhibits, lectures, readings
and other artistic endeavors throughout
the county.

*  *  *  *  *
Alexander Mirabella is Chairman of

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Alexander Mirabella

Union County Offers Full
Line of Arts, Cultural Events

By MARY P. RUOTOLO

As liaison to the Cultural Heritage
Affairs Advisory Board, I attend so many
wonderful events and find such a diver-
sity of programs available to our citi-
zens it is difficult to know where to
begin when inviting Union
County residents to learn what
is available and where they
can join in.

The HEART Grant initia-
tive, where “History, Educa-
tion, Arts-Reaches Thou-
sands,” is a highlight of our
Division of Cultural & Heri-
tage Affairs. The Freeholder
Board first started this initia-
tive four years ago to increase
appreciation for Union
County’s history, art and hu-
manities by providing grants to local
artists, historians, composers, cultural
organizations and civic groups. Due to
its great popularity, we continued it this
year.

Our annual Four Centuries in a Week-
end Heritage Day Festival is also grow-
ing in popularity every year. Here resi-
dents are invited to take a step back in
time and visit the county’s many his-
toric sites, open to the public over a
weekend in October. This event features
homes and historic sites including a
general store, museum and a historic
cemetery with graves hundreds of years
old. Children learn about our past by
walking where famous forefathers like
George Washington and Alexander
Hamilton visited during their lifetime.

If you like music, we have many
programs available for you. During the
summer, we have the Summer Arts Fes-
tival Concert Series held Wednesday
evenings in Echo Lake Park. Just bring
a lawn chair or blanket and come listen
to the music under the summer evening
sky.

If you are a Blues fan join us at Cedar

Brook Park for “Blues By The Brook” in
June. Or if you prefer Jazz, there is
Jersey Jazz by the Lake in September.
This three-day event, which is held at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, brings
top name performers to Union County

and attracts thousands of mu-
sic lovers who also get to see
an art exhibit, taste a wide
variety of or bring their chil-
dren to Kids Kingdom as part
of the celebration. Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee is also
held three additional times
during the summer. It pro-
vides entertainment like the
Mystic Vision Players School
House Rock Program, pie-eat-
ing contests, M’Zume and the
Mardi Gras Parade and an arts

and craft tent where children can make
their own musical instrument.

Maybe because I live in Westfield I
feel a certain closeness and sense of
pride in the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, which is the county’s official
orchestra. This year, Music Director and
Conductor David Wroe will bring his
talented musicians to Rahway to per-
form at the Union County Arts Center
and also to Nomahegan Park for a spe-
cial performance before the fireworks
on July 4th.

The diversity of programs and the
number of people who come out and
enjoy them grows each year. This means
we’re on the right track. Oh, and did I
mention all of the above events are free?
If you have any questions or need more
information on the arts in Union County,
please call me at (908) 527-4113.

*  *  *  *  *
Mary P. Ruotolo was appointed to fill

an un-expired seat on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1998.
She was elected to a full, three-year term
later that year.

Mary P. Ruotolo

Springtime Is A Great Time
To Visit Union County’s Parks

By DEBORAH P. SCANLON

Spring is a great time to visit Union
County’s parks. In the forests at the
Watchung Reservation and in the flower
gardens in Warinanco Park you can wit-
ness the rebirth of nature or play a game
of softball, soccer or basket-
ball, sports and activities that
were dormant during the
colder months.

Warm weather brings lots
of people and families to the
27 parks and three golf
courses operated and main-
tained by Union County. And
these parks are available
throughout the year. As liai-
son to the Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Board, I know
that the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation en-
sures that facilities are ready and pro-
grams are planned for every season for
the enjoyment of people of all ages.

Among the more popular events held
in our parks are the free music festivals
presented each summer. The kickoff
concert this year will be on Saturday,
June 9, when “Rhythm & Blues by the
Brook” returns to Cedar Brook Park in
Plainfield. That show will be followed
on Wednesday, July 4, with a fireworks
display and concert by the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra at Nomahegan Park
in Cranford. Of course, on Wednesday
nights throughout the summer, Echo Lake
Park will again be the venue for free
concerts under the stars by a variety of
musicians. And the ever-popular “Jersey
Jazz by the Lake” festival at Nomahegan
Park in mid-September will round out
the sounds of summer.

But concerts are not the whole focus
of our parks and recreation agenda. Union
County has an on-going program to im-
prove the safety and accessibility of our
county parks and playgrounds for chil-
dren of all ages and abilities. We’ve

invested more than $1 million in this
effort over the past three years.

We’re understandably proud of our
parks system, which was designed by
the landscape architecture firm founded
by Frederick Law Olmsted, the designer

of New York’s Central Park.
Encompassing more than
5,500 acres, it includes hiking
trails and seasonal flower gar-
dens, horseback riding, fish-
ing, pools, ice skating, and a
wide variety of family-ori-
ented activities and playing
fields for various sports.

Our Parks and Recreation
Department has many im-
provement projects to its
credit. The county’s three pub-
lic golf courses – Ash Brook

in Scotch Plains, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Union, and Oak Ridge
in Clark – have undergone major land-
scape renovations in recent years.

These three courses log almost
200,000 rounds of play each year.

People who like to fish or simply
enjoy the beauty of a lakeside setting
will appreciate the work that has been
completed at Lake Surprise in the
Watchung Reservation, the county’s larg-
est park. The newly dredged lake has
been stocked with fish and local Eagle
Scouts have supplied new benches along
the shoreline.

With all this activity in our county
parks, in addition to the new “pocket
parks” and improvements that Union
County is helping to fund in all of our
towns, it is easy to see why this season of
rebirth is so eagerly anticipated. We are
hard at work to keep Union County a
green and healthy place.

*  *  *  *  *
Deborah P.  Scanlon was elected to a

second term on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in November
2000.

Deborah P. Scanlon

From SLAP to Child Seats,
County Putting Safety First

By CHESTER HOLMES

Ensuring the safety of Union County
families is a top priority for this Free-
holder Board. And it is a topic very
familiar to me, as I come to this board
with nearly 30 years of Law
Enforcement experience as a
retired Rahway Police De-
tective.

Recent Uniform Crime Re-
port statistics for Union
County show an overall 12
percent decrease in non-vio-
lent crimes and a seven-per-
cent decrease in violent
crimes throughout the county.
I believe that actions taken
by this board helped lead to
this reduction.

One of the ways this Free-
holder Board has made the county a
safer place is by working with Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich to support  the
Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program
(SLAP). This program allows non-
violent offenders to work as an alter-
native to incarceration.

Through SLAP, more than 800 of-
fenders provided 52,339 hours of la-
bor, providing municipalities with
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
labor as an alternative to costly jail
stays.

We also worked with the sheriff on
the municipal transportation system,
which uses sheriff’s officers to transport
detainees to the courts and county jail.
This frees officers to spend more time
patrolling their municipalities.

Each fall, we hold a “Red Ribbon
Celebration” at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford to help fight the war against
illegal drugs. This annual event shows
citizens what we are doing to fight the
war on drugs and sends the message that
Union County is tough on crime.

The county is also helping families
drive more safely. Traffic accidents are
the leading cause of death for children

ages 5 to 14, and to address this safety
issue the County Police Department of-
fers the popular and highly successful
Child Safety Seat Inspection Program.

This program has grown dramati-
cally since 1999, when
County Police made 167 in-
spections. It is now offered
bi-weekly at the County Po-
lice Headquarters in
Westfield. On average 90 in-
spections are performed each
week and a mobile inspec-
tion unit travels to childcare
facilities, schools, busi-
nesses, health and safety fairs
and hospitals to make sure
young riders are buckled up
properly. Seats are checked
for safety, proper fit inside

the vehicle and to make sure it is not on
a national recall list.

On the subject of child safety, the
County Freeholder Board recently
passed regulations requiring anyone
riding a scooter on county roads, parks
or properties to wear a helmet. First
time violators receive a warning and a
$100 fine is issued for subsequent of-
fenses.

One of Union County’s most impor-
tant safety programs, our Fire Training
Academy, will hold its 51st graduation
ceremony in June. For over 50 years, the
academy has trained career and volun-
teer firefighters in the latest techniques
and equipment. We are very proud to
support the academy and pleased to know
that firefighters receive the best pos-
sible training.

This Freeholder Board has initiated
safety-first measures to make Union
County a safe place for residents of all
ages in every community.

*  *  *  *  *
Chester Holmes of Rahway was elected

to a second term on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders this past
November.

Chester Holmes

We Are Building A Stronger
Economy In Union County

By ANGEL ESTRADA

For the past several years, economic
development has been a top priority for
this Freeholder Board. Creating new busi-
nesses and new jobs in Union County
and for Union County residents has been
our mission.

County leadership
helped create two of the
largest economic develop-
ment projects in Union
County’s history, the Jer-
sey Gardens Mall in Eliza-
beth and Aviation Plaza in
Linden. And it was county
investment in infrastruc-
ture improvements that
made these projects pos-
sible. Each project will
generate far more in tax
revenues than the county
spent.

Jersey Gardens alone created 5,000
jobs.

The Retail Skills Center, a joint project
between Union County, the City of Eliza-
beth and the National Retail Institute,
was created in 1999 to train the next
generation of retail employees. The cen-
ter has placed more than 2,500 county
residents in jobs at Jersey Gardens and
other businesses in the rapidly-growing
retail sector.

A new initiative for 2001, “New
Millennium…New Jobs,” will serve resi-
dents and businesses in the western part
of the county where new retail jobs are
being created. Similar to the Retail Skills
Center, this initiative will help connect
employers with people who want jobs
and job training. The county will expand
business attraction and retention efforts
and provide businesses critical tools
needed for growth. The goal is to create
a seamless system of training people for
the available jobs.

The Freeholder Board recently passed
a proposal that we hope will rejuvenate

a part of downtown Plainfield - the long-
vacant Park-Madison site on West Front
Street. The Union County Improvement
Authority and the City of Plainfield have
agreed to a project that will provide

more than $40 million in private
investment. The proposal includes
a 100,000-square-foot building
with state and county offices, as
well as retail stores on the ground
floor.

The project builds upon this
county’s efforts to improve down-
towns and make the most of our
transportation resources (the site
is two blocks from the Plainfield
train station). County government
has targeted the Route No. 28/
Raritan Valley Line corridor for
economic development. The
Cross County Rail Link, when

complete, will expand employment op-
portunities, establish rail access with
the Jersey Gardens Mall and Newark
International Airport, and offer com-
muters a faster, safer alternative to driv-
ing.

Through the earlier downtown Union
County initiative and other projects,
county government has improved local
business districts and downtowns.
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
received county grants of $300,000 to
$450,000 for downtown streetscape
projects.

Through the leadership of the Free-
holder Board and the expertise of the
departments of Economic Development
– a “one-stop” resource for businesses
investing in Union County – and Human
Services, county government is always
ready to help businesses seeking new
opportunities and residents seeking jobs.

*  *  *  *  *
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth is serving

his first term on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Angel EstradaPedestrian Safety Checklist
Offered by Commissioner

By KAREN SCHURTZ

As a councilwoman in Fanwood, my
responsibilities include serving as Chair-
man of the Public Safety Committee and
Police Commissioner. This year, our
priority is pedestrian safety.

The importance of this subject has
been highlighted by the increase in
tragic deaths of pedestrians in sur-
rounding communities.
This reality combined with
our own expectation of in-
creased pedestrian and ve-
hicular traffic in our down-
town has prompted us to
evaluate safety on our
streets.

Sergeant Richard Trigo,
Fanwood’s Traffic Safety Of
ricer, under the direction of
Chief Robert Carboy, has
recently initiated a study of
Fanwood’s major thorough-
fares and crosswalk placements.

The goal of this effort is to examine
the present situation and future needs.
Consideration is being given to adding
more crosswalks. Technology has infil-
trated crosswalks and there are some
interesting and expensive ways to call
attention to these areas. After careful
study and data review, the Fanwood
Police Department will make a recom-
mendation as to the safest and most
efficient method.

This process is complicated to a de-
gree by the state and county highways
that link our small borough to other
municipalities. Although the roads are
within our borders, we need approval
from other governmental agencies be-
fore implementing any potential changes.

The second phase of this public safety
effort focuses on citizen education. The
Fanwoodian, our quarterly newsletter,
listed “Important Safety Tips for Pe-
destrians and Motorists” as suggested
by Sergeant Trigo in its March 2001

edition. COP-TV, televised on Cable
Channel 35, plans to tape a segment on
this vital topic. Sergeant Tom Jedic, the
creator of this public service program,
will produce this program in the near
future.

How knowledgeable are you about
the laws in New Jersey regarding pe-
destrian crossing? With the new neon
signs identifying the pedestrian walk-

ways and the yield to pedestri-
ans, who has the right of way?
Test your knowledge with the
following statements. True or
False.

1. Motorists must always
yield to pedestrians.

False. Pedestrians have the
right of way in designated
crosswalks. In the absence of a
crosswalk, people should cross
at right angles to the roadway.
Jaywalking is still illegal and
dangerous.

2. Pedestrians must stop in a desig-
nated crosswalk when the signal turns
red.

False. Pedestrians may continue cross-
ing to the other curb. Motorists must
yield to the pedestrian.

3. Pedestrians may use cell phones
when crossing an intersection.

True. No law prohibits the use of cell
phones while crossing, however, com-
mon sense suggests any distraction for
the pedestrian or driver while traversing
an intersection may be potentially dan-
gerous.

Hopefully, the above has been
thought provoking and informational.
And remember, it’s better to be cau-
tious than right because you could be
“dead” right.

*  *  *  *  *
Karen Schurtz is in her second term

on the Fanwood Borough Council and
serves as Police Commissioner.

Karen Schurtz

189 Elm St., Westfield, Phone # 908-301-1533 Fax 908-301-1535.
E-mail at WWW.WestfieldNJ.Com/Carolan or WWW.RichCarolan.Com
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Licensed Real Estate Broker and State Certified
Residential Real Estate Appraiser with over 25 years
experience.

Why pay a 5% or 6% real estate commission?
Full service brokerage including MLS and Internet
exposure for 4% commission. Deal direct with
Broker and save thousands of dollars!

Call or e-mail Rich Carolan for more details and a
market analysis of your home in today’s market.

28 Offices Throughout New Jersey

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, W. • (908) 233-0065
20
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Realtor/Sales Associate

NJ Million Dollar Sales Club 1999-2000
908-518-5285

GRACIOUS WYCHWOOD COLONIAL

Situated on a lovely landscaped lot at the end of a peaceful cul-de-sac
in WESTFIELD this elegant 14-room Center Hall home features
all large rooms, arched entryways, beautiful hardwood floors and
embellished moldings. 6 Bedrooms, 4 full Baths and 2 half-Baths,
impressive spiral staircase, sunken Living Room w/bay window &
marble fpl, Formal Dining Rm w/chair rail & built-in china cabinet,
office with a wall of windows, bright & airy Sunroom and a

phenomenal Eat-in Kitchen/Family Rm area
w/fpl, a fabulous Master Bedroom Suite with
Jacuzzi, multi-zone heat, CAC/CVAC, cedar
storage, security system and the list goes on.
Call for your appointment today.

Offered at 1,300,000

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON THE B.R.A.K.E.S...A new banner – SLOW DOWN! For Our
Children’s Sake – was recently placed on the outside wall of the Westfield Y.
Pictured, left to right, are: Douglas Fasciale (Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce), Jean Stone (Director of Membership at the Westfield Y), Westfield
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, Police Chief Barney Tracy and Dierdre Gelinne
(B.R.A.K.E.S. Committee).


