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Jersey Taxpayers May Win
Some Property Tax Relief

By DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO

This is the time of year when thoughts
turn to the coming of spring, and of
course, taxes.

As Garden State residents
start preparing their taxes,
they will come to the conclu-
sion once again that they pay
an awful lot in property taxes.

I agree, and as Acting Gov-
ernor and the Senator from
District 22, I want to do some-
thing about it.

As you know, this is a sub-
ject that is close to my heart.
Since I became Senate Presi-
dent, we’ve cut taxes 52 times
in our state – or about one tax
cut every two months.

We cut the sales tax and the income
tax. We lowered energy taxes and busi-
ness taxes. And we helped ease the prop-
erty tax burden.

These tax cuts saved families and
businesses billions of dollars. What’s
more, they helped create more than half-
a-million jobs in the past seven years
alone.

Cutting taxes was not only good for
families; it sparked real economic
growth. That growth has given us an
even larger state surplus – and that’s
money I want to give back to our fami-
lies in property tax relief.

My plan is called “Property Tax Re-
lief Now!” because now is when you
need it, and now is when you deserve it.

My plan calls for doubling the New
Jersey SAVER rebate to an average of
$500.

I want to raise seniors’ Homestead

Rebate to $750 and index it to inflation
so they can afford to remain in their
homes and communities. Senior citi-

zens who have worked hard
all their lives should not be
penalized for preparing for
their retirement.

I also want to send towns
$100 million that by law must
be used to help reduce prop-
erty taxes.

Recently, President George
W. Bush came to the Garden
State to build support for his
tax cut plan.

It makes perfect sense that
our President came here to
talk about reducing taxes for

all Americans because when it comes to
how tax cuts can work for everyone,
New Jersey is truly a model for the
nation.

I want our state to continue to be a
leader.

Tax cuts put money back in the pock-
ets of hard working people.

They spur economic growth, create
new jobs, and keep our economy strong.

New Jersey is proof.
I can’t tell you who will go on to the

Final Four or who will win the NCAA
Championship, but I can tell you that if
we work together to reduce property
taxes, New Jersey wins.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch

Plains is serving as Acting Governor of
New Jersey. He has been President of
the State Senate since 1992. He repre-
sents the 22nd District in the State Leg-
islature.

Donald T. DiFrancesco

Time Has Come For Congress
To Live Up To Promise Made
To Fund Special Education
By MICHAEL A. FERGUSON

In 1975, Congress opened the doors
of learning to millions of children by
approving landmark legislation man-
dating that kids with special education
needs receive the same public school
education that every other young Ameri-
can enjoys.

To cover this federal man-
date, Congress pledged to pay
40 percent of the costs of
special education — which
can be more than double the
cost of educating other stu-
dents.

But in the quarter-century
since the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) became law, the fed-
eral government has not kept
its word to families with spe-
cial-needs students. Rather
than paying 40 percent of the
costs, Congress only pays 15
percent.

That means local schools are forced
to cover the difference and make diffi-
cult choices among worthy initiatives
such as hiring new teachers to reduce
class, paying teachers more, installing
computers in the classroom or building
new schools.

Of course, working families also share
in the burden because increased local
education costs often mean dramatically
higher property tax bills.

As a former teacher, I know firsthand
the value of education and the impor-
tance of ensuring that all children share
in the pride and promise of public edu-
cation. That’s why I introduced, as my
very first bill in Congress, legislation to
guarantee the federal government lives
up to its promise by funding 40 percent
of IDEA costs over the next six years.

Before IDEA became law, only 20
percent of students with disabilities were
educated in public schools. Most state
laws specifically banned certain stu-
dents from public schools, such as stu-
dents who were blind, deaf, or emotion-
ally disturbed. Many students with dis-
abilities were housed in psychiatric in-
stitutions that failed to address the

children’s educational needs.
Today, IDEA serves more than

184,000 New Jersey students enrolled in
K-12 and 6.2 million pupils nationwide.
The average annual cost for each student
is $16,318 - double the cost of educating
the town’s other children.

And the success of IDEA has been
dramatic. Studies from the
1980s and 1990s show that
the percentage of students with
disabilities completing high
school increased 64 percent.
The success isn’t limited to
the children’s school years;
children with disabilities who
graduate from high school
have a much greater likeli-
hood of being employed than
those without high school de-
grees.

Still, more needs to be done.
By not keeping its promise to

fund 40 percent of IDEA costs, the fed-
eral government is forcing local school
districts to cut needed programs to cover
the federal IDEA mandate.

With both the costs of educating stu-
dents and the number of students with
disabilities increasing, special educa-
tion costs are consuming a growing share
of our school budgets. In New Jersey,
the proposed state budget for next year is
expected to provide $910 million for
special education. But New Jersey re-
ceived less than $170 million from Wash-
ington for IDEA last year. Under my
legislation, the federal government
would meet its commitment and provide
more than $725 million in IDEA fund-
ing to New Jersey by 2007.

Children with disabilities can achieve
their dreams. We must allow every child
to fulfill their potential and give young
people greater opportunities. But Wash-
ington must fulfill its promise to appro-
priately fund the costs of their educa-
tion.

*  *  *  *  *
Michael A. Ferguson of Warren is

serving his first term in the House of
Representatives representing the Sev-
enth Congressional District.

Michael A. Ferguson

Transportation A Key
To County’s Economy

By DANIEL P. SULLIVAN

Union County is in an important
crossroads in New Jersey.

Converging here in our 100 square
miles is the state’s largest
highways, airport, seaport
and some of its largest rail
lines. In many ways, this
county is the gateway to
commerce not only in the
New York metropolitan re-
gion, but also across the East
Coast.

This makes transportation
a crucial part of our economy.
Tens of thousands of jobs in
this county depend on Port
Elizabeth, Newark Airport
and quick access to our highways.

Given our strong interest in transpor-
tation, this Freeholder Board has worked
closely with the federal, state and local
officials and private interests who de-
velop transportation policy. As a mem-
ber of the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority, I work to ensure
that these transportation systems re-
ceive their fair share of funds and atten-
tion.

As a Union County Freeholder I also
work to improve the county’s transpor-
tation systems. Union County is cur-
rently in the third year of a five-year,
$10 million overhaul of our highways,
bridges and culverts.

We also replaced two of the county’s
most important bridges, make them safer
and more efficient.

Soon, following a difficult winter,
the county will begin resurfacing some
of the 170 miles of county roads. In

most cases, we will make them safer,
improve drainage and improve the flow
of traffic.

Beyond our roadways, the county
will continue working to expand trans-

portation routes to reduce traf-
fic and make transportation
more efficient. We are mov-
ing forward on the Newark-
Elizabeth Rail Link, which
will connect the county’s larg-
est city with the monorail at
Newark Airport, ferry service
to Manhattan, Port Elizabeth
and retail centers near the New
Jersey Turnpike. When people
use light rail or ferry service,
it takes traffic off of our roads.

The county is also working
with state officials to create a new truck-
only off-ramp in Linden to develop the
industries in the Tremley Point area. We
also work with federal and state offi-
cials to rejuvenate businesses along our
commuter and freight rail lines.

This focus on transportation brings
new jobs to the county and keeps our
economy healthy, but it also makes
day-to-day transportation more efficient
and safer. Over the summer, some resi-
dents may find themselves sitting in
traffic while we repair and resurface
roads. This may be frustrating, but re-
member, in the long run it makes our
lives safer and better.

*  *  *  *  *
Daniel P. Sullivan of Elizabeth is

serving his seventh year on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
He served in leadership positions three
of those years.

Daniel P. Sullivan

Congress Needs to Make
College Affordable for All
By ROBERT G. TORRICELLI

Today, through fiscal responsibility
and the hard work of the American
people, an unprecedented budget sur-
plus has taken the place of
annual deficits.

This stands in stark con-
trast to the endless stream of
budget deficits our govern-
ment faced less than 10 years
ago.

This good fortune now
gives us the opportunity to
face many issues that have
escaped us in the past due to
a lack of resources. The time
has come to reduce the tax
burden for all Americans by
lowering tax rates. At the same
time, we must reserve a portion of the
surplus for crucial investments in educa-
tion, a prescription drug benefit, and
reducing the national debt.

One step that we can take to reduce
taxes and invest in education at the same
time is to make college more affordable
for every American who wishes to fur-
ther their education. This can be done by
expanding existing tax credits and mak-
ing college tuition tax deductible.

A college degree has become a pre-
requisite for succeeding in today’s glo-
bal, information-based economy and
achieving middle-class earning power.
In 1999, the average male college gradu-
ate earned 90 percent more than the
average male high school graduate,
whereas the pay gap in the late 1970s
was only 50 percent.

While the need for higher education
has increased, the costs have risen dra-
matically as well. In the last decade, the
cost of sending a child to college has
increased 40 percent - nearly two and a
half times the rate of inflation.

Too often, the struggle to send a child
to college consumes the budget of work-
ing families. In New Jersey, families
spend anywhere from 30 to 50 percent of
their incomes on college expenses, leav-
ing little for the mortgage, medical bills,
or a car payment.

In years past, Congress addressed col-
lege affordability through a HOPE Schol-
arship tax credit of up to $1,500 for the
first two years of expenses, and a Life-

time Learning tax credit of up to $1,000
for the third and fourth years as well as
for graduate school. In addition, Con-
gress helped send four million low-in-

come Americans to college
this year when it raised the
maximum Pell Grant award to
$3,750 per year.

Congress is now consider-
ing several proposals to ease
the tuition burden, including
one which would make col-
lege tuition tax deductible. If
$15,000 of tuition was tax de-
ductible, a family with joint
income of $80,000 and two
children - one of which is at-
tending a private university at
a cost of $17,000 — would

save about $3,200 a year. Higher educa-
tion is a real and necessary expense and
should be deductible like many other
necessary expenses.

This proposal is not just about making
college more affordable for families.

It is also about helping recent gradu-
ates handle the debt they have accrued
during college. Nationwide, students
leave college with an average of $15,000
to $20,000 in debt. This debt can be so
great that it will impact many, if not all,
of the decisions that students will make
throughout their lives.

A college graduate should not have
their first job dictated by the need to pay
back student loans. Currently, students
can deduct the interest on student loans
from their taxes for 60 months. I am
hopeful that Congress will use the months
ahead to eliminate this arbitrary limit
and allow students to deduct the interest
over the life of the loan.

Higher education cannot be allowed
to become the sole province of the
wealthy. Nor can we allow increasing
costs and subsequent debt to influence
the choices made by college graduates
and their families. In the months ahead,
as Congress considers how best to uti-
lize this historic economic opportunity,
addressing the rising cost of higher edu-
cation must be at the top of its list.

*  *  *  *  *
Elected in 1996, Robert G. Torricelli

is New Jersey’s senior United States
Senator.

Robert G. Toricelli

Middle Class Targeted Tax Cut
Provides Purchasing Power

To Stimulate Slowing Economy

Jon Corzine

By JON CORZINE

Editor’s Note: U.S. Senators Jon
Corzine of New Jersey and Bob Graham
of Florida introduced legislation on
Wednesday, March 7, that calls for a
reduction in the lowest income tax
bracket from 15 percent to 10 percent
for families with taxable incomes of
$19,000 or less, and for individuals with
taxable incomes of $9,500 or less.

The legislation is designed
to give a quick tax cut to tax-
payers and an immediate boost
to the U.S. economy without
jeopardizing investments in
important programs and the
government’s plan to pay down
the nation’s long-term debt.

*  *  *  *  *
As you know, President

George W. Bush has proposed
a $1.6 trillion cut in income
taxes for the next 10 years, and
part of his measure has moved
swiftly through the House of Represen-
tatives.

But the President’s across the board
tax cut plan is too costly and too risky. It
actually will cost more than $2 trillion
over the next 10 years, when lost interest
payments are figured into the account-
ing, and it is based on the kind of long-
range economic forecast which we know
from experience is subject to change.

The President’s proposal raises the
prospect of a return to deficit spending
and higher interests, and puts too much
money into the pockets of the wealthiest
1 percent of our country rather than
being fair for all taxpayers.

In comparison, a well-targeted tax cut
can return hard earned dollars to taxpay-
ers and also serve as an economic stimu-
lus to a slipping economy. A plan I have
introduced with Senator Bob Graham of
Florida is simple and direct. It would
create a new 10 percent tax bracket that
can go into effect almost immediately.

Every American who owes income
taxes would see some benefit from the
plan, and see relief far more swiftly than
proposed by the President. Working and
middle-class families would also gain
more relief than proposed by the Presi-
dent.

The new 10 percent tax bracket would
apply to the first $19,000 of taxable
income for a married couple filing a
joint return. The tax cut would be retro-
active to the first of this year, and it

would be a simple matter for the treasury
department to adjust tax withholding
rates.

The new rate would mean that any
family with a taxable income of $19,000
would have their tax bill reduced by up
to $950. That’s the cap – wealthier tax-
payers wouldn’t get more, as the Presi-
dent proposes.

The proposed phase-in of the
President’s proposals means
a married couple with a tax-
able income of $22,000
would save just $258 in the
first year, and $518 when the
plan is fully phased in.

Our proposal, while cost-
ing the U.S. treasury about
$700 billion in the next 10
years – which is far less than
the President’s proposal – has
the more immediate impact
on our economy because it
swiftly adds more purchas-
ing power into our slowing

economy.
This tax relief would serve as insur-

ance against a prolonged economic down-
turn, and by some estimates would boost
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by one-
half to three-quarters of a percentage
point.

The tax cut would not undermine fis-
cal discipline. It would not jeopardize
further debt reduction and needed in-
vestments in education, transportation,
environmental cleanup, and defense. Nor
would it jeopardize the creation of a
prescription drug program under Medi-
care.

Our proposal is aimed at gaining quick
bipartisan support, and for that reason
we acknowledge that low-income wage
earners – those who are subject to pay-
roll taxes but not income taxes – do not
fully benefit from our plan. We believe
that can occur in a second-round of tax
cuts that would expand the earned in-
come tax credit.

However, what is needed now is a
quick compromise that would benefit
the country as a whole. We think our
plan is simple, fair, provides substantial
tax relief, and is economically sound.

We think it can be the first step to-
wards bi-partisan tax relief.

*  *  *  *  *
Jon Corzine was elected as New

Jersey’s new junior United States Sena-
tor in November.

Open Space Fund Enables
County to Turn Its Attention
To Preserving Environment

By LINDA d. STENDER

The year 2000 was memorable for a
number of reasons, but especially as a
turning point for our improved quality
of life in Union County.

Several significant projects
initiated by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders were com-
pleted, such as the dredging
of Surprise Lake and the re-
building of three more county
playgrounds. But the real
milestone of environmental
policy was the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, which
county voters approved in No-
vember.

The establishment of the Trust Fund
is a tremendous opportunity for us to
create a legacy for the future. The fund
will generate close to $5 million annu-
ally, or about $98 million over the next
20 years, to acquire open space and
renovate and improve county and mu-
nicipal parks so the county will remain
as green as possible.

This is an important effort for a county
102 square miles in size that is home to
more than 500,000 people. It is our job
to identify, acquire and preserve what
little vacant land is left in the county. At
the same time, we will be protecting our
numerous historic sites and improving
recreational opportunities in our towns
and cities.

There is a tremendous amount of work

necessary to implement the trust fund.
So far, we’ve been fortunate to receive
help with the application process from
organizations such as the New Jersey

Conservation Foundation and
we are contracting with con-
sultants for engineering and
planning services for our par-
ticipation in New Jersey’s
statewide Green Trust Plan-
ning Incentive Program.

We are also in the process
of making appointments to a
15-member public advisory
committee that will assure a
continuing opportunity for
public input in the implemen-
tation of the fund. The com-

mittee will include representatives from
environmental organizations, historic
preservation groups, labor and business.
There will also be three members from
the public at large and one member each
from the Democratic and Republican
parties. The committee will review, pri-
oritize and make recommendations to
the Board of Chosen Freeholders on how
to implement and make use of the trust
fund.

Seventeen out of the 21 counties in
New Jersey have approved similar open
space trust funds, so we can learn from
their experience.

But we will also rely on a study being
conducted by a professional consulting
service to determine how much vacant
land is available in Union County and
how we should plan to acquire and pro-
tect these properties. We will also in-
ventory the historic sites in our 21 towns
to advise the committee on the best sites
for more athletic fields.

Union County is one of the most de-
veloped counties in New Jersey.

There are not very many large tracts
of land left here, and we need to find out
where they are, when they may become
available, and what we can do to pre-
serve them.

This is a very complicated process,
but we’ve taken the first steps toward
our goal. Together, we can make Union
County a better, healthier place by pre-
serving open space, creating better parks
and protecting our historic heritage for
our residents and for future generations.

*  *  *  *  *
Linda d. Stender, a former Mayor in

her hometown of Fanwood, is serving
her third term on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Linda d. Stender

Policy Committee Reviews
All of County’s Codes, Laws

By NICHOLAS P. SCUTARI

What does a regulation requiring
scooter riders to wear helmets, a grants
program for senior citizen centers and
the Kids Kingdom activities
each summer have in com-
mon? They are all initiated
by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, the
elected body that sets the di-
rection of Union County gov-
ernment.

County government serves
half a million people living in
21 towns covering about 100
square miles with services
from parks, to roads, to
Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal and public safety programs.

Most residents are not familiar with
the way the board approves (or opposes)
these proposals. But it is important to
understand this process because it has a
direct impact on the lives of county
residents.

County voters elect the nine members
of the Freeholder Board to three-year
terms. Freeholders on this board come
from every part of the county, from
many different communities. Each year
at least three seats on the board are up for
election.

The Freeholder Board is a legislative
body, similar to the Town Council, the
state’s Senate and Assembly, and even
Congress. The board meets regularly,
debates issues and votes on ordinances
and resolutions that affect the county
government.

Freeholders propose their ideas to the
board in the form of resolutions or ordi-
nances. Proposals are checked by our
County Counsel, and then sent to Free-

holder committees, depending on the
subject of the proposal. The committees
are: Economic Development, Fiscal
Affairs, Intergovernmental Cooperation
and Legislative Affairs and Policy and

Administrative Code.
As Chairman of the Policy

and Administrative Code
committee for the past two
years, I have had the pleasure
of working with every depart-
ment of county government
and, of course, every Free-
holder. This committee hones
proposals and determines
whether they will fit with ex-
isting county statutes. If they
do, we send it on to the Free-
holder Board for a public vote.

If not, we send it back to its sponsor to be
re-worked.

Since I am a baseball fan, I would say
that the Policy and Administrative Code
Committee is like the Minor Leagues
for ordinances and resolutions. If they
are good enough, we send them up to the
majors – to the board for a vote.

In addition, this board periodically re-
views old county regulations to determine
whether they are still relevant, still valid.

Sometimes this process if slow, some-
times it involves a great deal of time and
debate, but this is the way it was de-
signed many years ago.

It ensures that our policies and regu-
lations have been examined from every
angle to ensure the public’s safety, rights
and well-being.

*  *  *  *  *
Nicholas P. Scutari of Linden was

elected to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 1996 and re-
elected in 1999.

Nicholas P. Scutari

D.A.R. Announces Date
For Spring Assembly
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (D.A.R.) has
announced that the regular April
meeting will be a Spring Assembly
co-sponsored with the Westfield Sons
of the American Revolution, the
Westfield Historical Society, the
Miller-Cory Museum and the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields.

The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church, located at
170 Elm Street in Westfield. All
members are invited to attend.

Any woman interested in joining
the D.A.R. may call Lillian Blauvelt,
Registrar, at (908) 232-8674.
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VINTAGE VICTORIAN

Offered at $759,000
Classic opulence and architectural design grace this superb Westfield home
and boast a gracious style of building no longer seen in today’s construction.
Built in 1897. Details include magnificent entrance hall, high ceilings,
Doric columns, gorgeous embellished moldings, hardwood floors, beautiful
balustrade lining an impressive stairwell, fabulous stained glass windows,
chair rail, wainscoting, 4 sets of French doors in Garden Room, bay
windows, 3 fireplaces and numerous built-ins. 5 Bedrooms, 3 full and 2
half-Baths, banquet-size Dining Room and 3 additional rooms with separate
entrance, ideal for “au pair”or office use.
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Realtor/Sales Associate

NJ Million Dollar Sales Club 1977-2000
908-233-6417

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE HAPPY FAMILY...New Jersey Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco
hugs his daughter, Marie, left, and his wife, Diane, after the Union County
Republican Convention held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
March 24.


