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How The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System
Can KeepYouOut Of The Gutter.

Forget about clogged, overflowing, and sagging gutters. Get The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
It’s scientifically engineered to shed leaves and debris, and it’s made from rigid PVC to stand up 
to years of weather and use. Ask for The WaterFall from any of 
these Certified Professional Installers. It will keep you out of the gutter.

The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
Save $100 On Installation Now! Free Estimates!

Call 1-800-200-6121.
Minimum installation of 100 feet by one of 
our Certified Installers. Offer ends 12/31/01.

All Gutters 
Seamless Plus
Phone: 973.942.4774

Arrow Seamless
Phone: 973.728.1435

Barkocy Brothers
Phone: 973.627.2662

Bruce Nicholson
Construction
Phone: 973.543.6573

Crocamo Gutters
Phone: 800.871.2530

Don Richie Roofing
Phone: 201.945.9372

Hackensack Roofing
Phone: 201.487.5050

Lounsberry Hollow 
Construction
Phone: 908.702.7059

Quatrochi & Sons
Roofing
Phone: 914.429.2094

Royal Seamless Gutter
Phone: 973.838.4240

Russo’s Seamless
Gutters
Phone: 800.332.2730

Steve Sofis
Phone: 973.835.3547

Supreme Gutter Supply
Phone: 201.843.6274

Volunteers Invited to Help Give Fanwood
A Clean Sweep During 11th Annual Event
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — In what has become
a local rite of spring, Fanwood residents
are gearing up for the borough’s 11th
annual Clean Community Day, which
will take place on Saturday, April 21, at
more than a dozen locations around the
municipality.

Conducted in conjunction with Earth
Day, the event typically draws about
100 people. It is held not only to spruce
up the community following the winter
months, but also to boost public aware-
ness of the detrimental effects of litter.

Volunteers are asked to meet at the
south side lot of the Fanwood train
station at 8:30 a.m. that day. T-shirts,
work gloves and plastic garbage bags
will be distributed to participants, who
will be organized into teams and as-
signed a specific area to clean up. The
activity is scheduled to conclude at noon.

Raymond Manfra, Director of the
Fanwood Department of Public Works
(DPW) and Chairman of the borough’s
Clean Communities Committee, which
coordinates the event, said 13 different
areas are earmarked for a cleanup.

These include LaGrande and Forest
Road Parks; the areas around Borough
Hall, the Fanwood Memorial Library
and other facilities; municipal parking
lots and the embankments of the rail-
road tracks.

In addition, members of the Fanwood
Lions Club will clean up litter along
South Avenue as part of the club’s par-
ticipation in the Adopt-a-Highway pro-
gram.

Gregory Cummings, Chairman of the
Fanwood Planning Board and a mem-
ber of the Clean Communities Commit-
tee, said people of all ages participate in
the yearly cleanup, “from Cub Scout
and Boy Scout groups to senior citi-
zens.”

He observed that the project “gener-
ates community spirit through
volunteerism and gives people an op-
portunity to interact and do something

to benefit” the municipality.
Mr. Cummings said the activity is “also

educational, for children to see the results
of irresponsibility of people littering.”

Besides the organizing the yearly
cleanup, Mr. Manfra also speaks on
environmental education to students at
local schools. For these efforts, Fanwood
receives state grant money administered
through the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection.

These funds are used to purchase
gloves, bags and other tools for Clean
Community Day volunteers; sweeper
brooms and the salary of a part-time
summer DPW employee, plus concrete
trash receptacles for the borough —
expenditures which would otherwise
come out of tax dollars.

The grant money is also used to pur-

chase books or CD-ROMs for schools
and the library. For 2001, as well as the
previous two years, Fanwood received
funding in the amount of $9,665.

Each team of Clean Community Day
volunteers will have a crew chief and
will be transported to their assigned
cleanup area, if necessary. Mr. Manfra
noted that NJ Transit will supply flag
men at no cost to the borough to super-
vise crews who are picking up litter
around the train tracks.

He also cited the efforts of Jesse
Sapaden, a Fanwood volunteer who
plants flowers donated by Parker Green-
houses of Scotch Plains at locations
such as Borough Hall and the train
station Community House as part of the
borough’s Earth Day observance.

After the cleanup is completed that

Saturday, free refreshments will be pro-
vided to all participants by local mer-
chants, including Dunkin’ Donuts,
Bagelamerica and Fanwood Corner
Store.

Local businesses who pledge to
keep the areas around their stores
free of litter receive a special gift
from the Clean Communities Com-
mittee.

Besides Mr. Manfra and Mr.
Cummings, the committee includes
former Fanwood Councilman Bob
McCarthy, Pamela Sayles, Linda Talcott
and Tom Drubulis.

Anyone interested in participating
in Clean Community Day is asked to
call the DPW at (908) 322-7404 or
simply show up on the day of the
event.
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Editor’s Note: The following
is a new column prepared by the
Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment. The column will ap-
pear every other week.

*  *  *  *  *
Bus Trip to Reading, Pa.,

Vanity Fair Outlet Village, Tues-
day, April 24.

*  *  *  *  *
The bus will leave from

Green Forest Park at 8:30 a.m.
and return to the park at around
6 p.m. The cost is $10 for
Scotch Plains residents and
$12 for non-residents. The cost
includes a free shopping bag
and food court coupon. For
further information, please
contact the Scotch Plains
Recreation Office at (908)
322-6700.

Friday’s Place,  Friday, May
4,  for grades 6 through 8.

Kids will be able to partici-
pate in various games, dance to
the tunes played by a live DJ or
just socialize with friends. The
event will be held from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance at the Recre-
ation Office at the Municipal
Building, at Terrill or Park
Middle Schools or at the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Libraries.
Tickets are $2 each.

Village Green Summer Se-
ries on Thursday evenings be-
ginning July 5th and running
through August 30th.

Performers will be an-
nounced in this column at a
later date.

APRIL
17th, Garwood Membership

Meeting, 6:15 p.m., Crafty
Kitchen, 477 North Avenue. A
light dinner will be served.

18th, Westfield Chamber
Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Legg
Mason, 140 Central Avenue.

19th, Joint Chamber Busi-
ness After Hours, 6 to 8:30 p.m.,
Grand Summit Hotel, Summit.
Admission is free and hors
d’oeuvres will be served along
with door prizes.

20th, “How To Make Power-
ful, Winning Fear-Free Presen-
tations,” 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
Kean University East Campus,
Room No. 158-A, North Avenue,
Union. For information call (908)
527-2946.

24th, Westfield Breakfast
Meeting: “The Legislative
View,” with Assemblyman Ri-
chard H. Bagger, Union County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla and
Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott, 7:45 a.m., Westfield
“Y.” The cost is $10 for members
and $15 for guests. A full break-
fast will be served.

27th, HOTLINC Home-
Based Business Group Lunch,
“Marketing on the Internet,”
B.G Fields, 560 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield. The cost is $15
per person.

27th, “Building & Financing
Your Business,” Elizabethtown
Gas Building, 1085 Morris Av-
enue, Union. There is no regis-
tration fee for this event. Call
(908) 527-2946 for more infor-
mation.

29th, “Spring Fling” Street
Fair, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Pros-
pect, East Broad, Elm and
Quimby Streets.

MAY
2nd, Business After Hours

Networking, 5:30 p.m., Dr.
Sunita Merriman’s office, 229
Charles Street. The cost is $5
per person.

12th, Art In Westfield Side-
walk Show and Sale, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.,  in downtown
Westfield.

15th, Garwood Member-
ship Meeting, 6:15 p.m.

16th, Westfield Chamber
Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.,
Legg Mason, 140 Central Av-
enue.

24th, HOTLINC Home-
Based Business Group Lunch,
“Developing Good Organiza-
tional Skills,” B.G Fields, 560
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
The cost is $15 per person.

*  *  *  *  *
“Chamber News” is a monthly

column that is prepared and sub-
mitted by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, 105 Elm
Street, Westfield.

SP-F BOE, Parents Question Decision to
Check Students’ Luggage for Disney Trip

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At issue dur-
ing the Thursday, April 5, agenda ses-
sion of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education was the
administration’s fulfillment of its re-
sponsibility to safeguard students dur-
ing a school-sponsored trip versus stu-
dents’ rights.

The controversy focused specifically
on whether or not it was right for the
administration to bring drug-sniffing
dogs into Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) from the Union
County Sheriff’s Department to con-
duct a canine search of the luggage of
300 students departing Friday, April 6,
on the band trip to Disney World.

Though Board Attorney Casper
Boehm confirmed a canine search is
within the administration’s legal rights,
there was mixed reaction from board
members and members of the public as

to the value of such a search, and the
message it sends.

At the meeting, a resolution was on
the table for the board to approve the
canine search. According to Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye,
there were three options with respect to
that resolution: 1. the board could
choose not to act and the administra-
tion could and would proceed with the
search; 2. the board could approve the
resolution and go on record as support-
ing the administration’s decision; and
3. the board could vote against the
resolution, and tell the administration
not to conduct a canine search.

(Discussion took place without any
motion being made, and the adminis-
tration ultimately proceeded with the
search.)

From the superintendent’s perspec-
tive, the search is a safety issue.

“I think it works as a deterrent,” said
Dr. Choye during the meeting. “Stu-
dents feel safer knowing we’re taking
the extra step to ensure luggage is drug-
free. Students will think twice before
putting something in their luggage.”

Board member Thomas Russo called
the sniff search “intimidation.”

“I don’t see it as a minimally intru-
sive act,” said Mr. Russo, who sug-
gested all the canine search would do is
encourage students to move potential
contraband from their luggage to their
person. “If they want to bring contra-
band,” he stated, “they will. I’m alarmed
by the apathy of parents on this
issue.”(Families of students participat-
ing in the band trip were notified in
advance of the planned canine search.)

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Principal Dr. David Heisey defended
the search on two counts: “The canine
search rules out the luggage. It’s a
deterrent to bring contraband into the
building.”

Board member Richard Meade called
the canine search a “good idea...that
enhances but does not perfect safety.”

He agreed there needs to be some kind
of board policy on the issue to cover
such trips going forward.

Scotch Plains resident Mary Cappio,
who has had several children partici-
pate in the band trip, said, “As a parent,
I’m very pleased with this. This is a
good idea.” She said it helps to know
the luggage was checked as a least
offensive means of inspection.

Parent Deborah Asher, on the other
hand, said, “I’m disappointed in the
leadership of the administration on this
issue. I think the notion of feeling safer
is delusory.” She said what is really
dangerous is the message such a search
sends to students: “You don’t trust
them.”

From the audience, parent James
Rose asked why usage of the McGinn
Elementary School playground was
being restricted between the hours of 3
and 6 p.m. for the exclusive use of
students participating in the YMCA’
After Care program.

“Why are we being penalized be-
cause the Y people can’t control their
charges?” asked Mr. Rose. He took
exception to the fact that no notifica-
tion was given to parents of McGinn
School students.

According to the Fanwood resident,
students were told they would be tres-
passing if found on the playground
during the specified time period.

According to Dr. Choye, it was her
understanding that McGinn School
Principal Mariana Cassidy took a
“harder stand” because the YMCA has
use of the facility between 3 and 6 p.m.
and some middle school children were
coming in and disturbing the program.

Board members also discussed the
proposed expansion of Union
County’s Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road to include a full-day
high school program that encompasses
academic as well as vo-tech instruc-
tion.
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ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT ACCEPTED:

Computer & Electronic Days

Household Special Waste Days

COUNTY OF UNION
Spring Collection Events 2001
Household Special Waste Days

Hours of operation: 8:00 AM- 2:00 PM

MATERIALS ACCEPTED FOR SAFE AND PROPER DISPOSAL:

AEROSOL CANS                ANTIFREEZE
MOTOR OIL & OIL FILTERS                OIL BASED PAINTS & VARNISHES
PESTICIDES & HERBICIDES                CORROSIVES & CLEANERS
POOL CHEMICALS                GASOLINE
SOLVENTS & THINNERS

Unknown or unidentified materials,                              Only materials in ORIGINAL or
explosives, radioactive materials,                     LABELED containers will be accepted
gas cylinders and materials containing                   No containers larger than five (5) gallons.
PCB’s will NOT be accepted!!!

NO LATEX PAINT OR EMPTY CANS WILL BE ACCEPTED!
************************************************************************************

Saturday, June 2
Kenilworth Public Works Yard

Saturday, May 19
9:00 AM to 2:00 P.M.

Union County Police Academy
1776 Raritan Road

Scotch Plains

Thursday, June 14
1:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Warinanco Park
(Skating Center lot)
Elizabeth /Roselle

Saturday, April 21
Cranford - Centennial Ave. Pool

Computer & Electronic Days

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT ACCEPTED:
Monitors   Hard Drives   Modems   Keyboards 

CPU’s   Mice   Printers   Scanners
VCR’s   Fax Machines   Circuit Boards

For more information or directions please call the Bureau of Environmental Services Hotline

at (908) 654-9889 or visit our website at www.unioncountynj.org/oem.
SPONSORED BYTHE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS


