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C O M P A N Y

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad was hon-
ored at its 50th Anniversary Dinner
Dance for “its long and distinguished
history,” during which it “faithfully
and compassionately served the citi-
zens of its community, preserving
life and relieving suffering through
the dedication and skill of its many
volunteers.”

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger
presented a plaque to Westfield Squad
Captain Miki Urso and President Reid
Edles at the annual dinner and instal-
lation of officers held at the Grand
Summit Hotel.

Quoting from the Joint Legislative
Resolution sponsored by then-Sena-
tor Donald DiFrancesco, Assembly-
man Alan M. Augustine and himself,
Mr. Bagger stated that, “a succession
of strong and effective leaders and a

multitude of devoted volunteers have
served with enthusiasm and loyalty
throughout the squad’s half-century
of existence.”

The following squad members
were installed as officers for 2001:
President, Mr. Edles; Vice President,
Lynn Feldman; Treasurer, Jeanne
Gladis; Captain, Ms. Urso and
Deputy Captain, Grace Kowalski.

The Westfield Rescue Squad’s an-
nual fund drive is continuing, as its
2001 goal has not yet been met. The
squad is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion and one of the few resident
squads in the state. It depends solely
on tax-deductible contributions,
which may be made to the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, 07091. For emergency
service, always call 911.

Free Rabies Clinic on Tap
In Scotch Plains April 25

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free rabies
clinic for cats and dogs, sponsored
by the Scotch Plains Health Depart-
ment, will be offered on Wednesday,
April 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Northside Firehouse at the rear of
the Municipal Building.

Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied
by an adult able to control the ani-
mal. Cats will be vaccinated during
the first hour of the clinic, from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m.

If this is the animal’s initial vacci-
nation (which includes those animals
with an unknown vaccination his-
tory), the inoculation has a one-year
duration. Subsequent booster vacci-
nations have a three-year duration if
the animal is aged six months or older.

Dogs must also be accompanied

by an adult able to control the ani-
mal. Revaccination is not necessary
for three years unless the dog is
under six months of age, thus requir-
ing revaccination the subsequent year
(or if the animal’s vaccination his-
tory is unknown).

2001 dog licenses will be avail-
able at the clinic. The cost will be
$6.20 if the animal is spayed or neu-
tered, and $9.20 for those who are
not. Dogs will be vaccinated the
second hour, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The New Jersey Department of
Health recommends vaccination ev-
ery two years, and a license will not
be issued by the township unless the
vaccination is valid for the entire
licensing period.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1-309.

A TRUE ‘ANGEL’…Chaplain Carol Bamesberger, pictured at left, founder
and Director of the Angel Connection, Inc., received the John DeMarco
Humanitarian Award March 17 during the AIDS Benefit Committee of New
Jersey’s (ABC-NJ) annual auction in Westfield. Angel Connection is an organi-
zation which helps people living with AIDS. Joining her is Mike Kenny of
Westfield, President of ABC-NJ.

Auction Nets $51,000 to Help
Those Living With AIDS

WESTFIELD – The AIDS Benefit
Committee of New Jersey (ABC-
NJ), a non-profit organization, raised
$51,000 at its 13th annual auction on
March 17 at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. Proceeds from the event
will go toward agencies that provide
assistance to people living with AIDS.

Chaplain Carol Bamesberger,
founder and Director of the Angel
Connection, Inc., was honored with
the John DeMarco Humanitarian
Award. The non-profit organization
supports and cares for children in fami-
lies living with AIDS in New Jersey.

Angel Connection, which provides
food, clothing, shelter and friend-
ship for AIDS victims, has received
financial support from ABC-NJ for
many years.

Hoffmann-La Roche of Nutley re-
ceived the first corporate John
DeMarco Humanitarian Award. Doug
Vanderford, Manager of the Virol-
ogy Division, accepted the award.

The company has been a consis-
tent supporter of ABC-NJ’s programs
over the years through sponsorship
of the annual auction. Hoffmann-La
Roche is involved with the discovery
and production of many drugs de-
signed to increase quality of life for
people around the world who are

living with AIDS.
The mission of ABC-NJ, made up

entirely of volunteers, is to help
people with AIDS live as comfort-
ably as possible.

Mike Kenny of Westfield is the
President of ABC-NJ. He became
familiar with the organization by
managing Temple Emanu-El. Mr.
Kenny’s twin nephews, both hemo-
philiacs, were diagnosed with HIV,
which they contracted through blood
transfusions. One nephew recently
passed away. Mr. Kenny and his wife
have lived in Westfield for 10 years
and have four children.

John DeMarco, a Westfield Real-
tor, founded ABC-NJ in 1986. Mr.
DeMarco is a member of Coldwell
Banker’s “President’s Circle Inter-
national,” which is reserved for the
top 1 percent of Coldwell Banker’s
salespeople worldwide.

The annual John DeMarco Humani-
tarian Award recognizes individuals
who have made important contribu-
tions to those living with AIDS.

For more information about ABC-
NJ, please call Mr. Kenny at (908)
232-6770, extension no. 129, or (908)
928-1600, or Alan Zakin at (973) 966-
5544. Donations may be sent to: ABC-
NJ, P.O. Box 847, Westfield, 07090.

Westfield Squad Honored
At 50th Anniversary Event

FRIEND OF LEUKEMIA SOCIETY...Lorraine Seidel of Springfield, left,
Executive Director of the Northern New Jersey Chapter of the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, and Deborah Halpern of Summit, Patient Services Man-
ager, meet with newly-installed Congressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th).

Congressman Ferguson
Supports Objectives
Of Leukemia Society

SPRINGFIELD — Congressman
Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th) recently
voiced his support for The Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society’s priorities with
the 107th Congress.

These priorities include access to
care in a clinical trial for patients with
blood-related cancers and increased
National Institutes of Health (NIH)
funding with the intent to double the
NIH budget by 2003.

Congressman Ferguson also supports
a Patient’s Bill of Rights and the cover-
age of oral medications by Medicare.

The Society raises funds to support
its mission: cure leukemia, lymphoma,
myeloma and Hodgkin’s disease and
improve the lives of patients and their
families.

Congressman Ferguson will be an
honored guest at one of the sites for the
chapter’s Light the Night events in Sep-
tember. Light the Night is a major na-
tional fund-raising initiative, which will
take place throughout the Society’s 58
chapters.

The chapter will also present its sec-
ond annual Taste of the Towns event at
the Grand Summit Hotel on Thursday,
April 26. Participants will have an op-
portunity to sample cuisine from local

restaurants at the event, which will also
feature auctions and music by Blue
Number Nine.

This year’s Honorary guests will in-
clude United States Senator from New
Jersey, Jon Corzine, Summit Mayor
Walter Long and Miss New Jersey Teen
USA, Erin Abrahamson.

The chapter will hold its third annual
Man and Woman of the Year fundraiser
on Saturday, June 2. This year’s cam-
paign will honor two pediatric patients
who have been treated for high risk
Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia.

Patient services offered by the chap-
ter include a Patient Advocate Net-
work, Patient Aid, Family Support
Groups, and matching newly diagnosed
patients with volunteer survivors in the
First Connection Program.

The chapter will also hold its second
annual conference, Cancer: Keys to
Survivorship, on Saturday, May 12, at
the Westin Hotel in Morristown. Pre-
registration for the conference is re-
quired. There is no fee to attend the
conference or participate in any patient
program.

Chapter offices are located at 45
Springfield Avenue in Springfield. The
telephone number is (973) 376-9559.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOSING DOWN THE AREA...Scotch Plains fireman Mark Mecca demonstrates how to handle a fire hose during Family
Safety Week outside the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA on April 7. Assisting Mecca, from left to right, are: Tyler
Bowman, Bernadette Lopez and Michelle Bowman.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO PROBLEM! THIS IS ONLY A SIMULATION...Members of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad demonstrate their
emergency techniques outside the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA during Family Safety Week on April 7. Rescue Squad
volunteers Dave Kaminsky and Jane Lozowski hoist volunteer victim Andres Caicedo onto the truck

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY…Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger, right,
presents a Joint Legislative Resolution honoring the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad for 50 years of service to Captain Miki Urso and President Reid
Edles, at the squad’s annual dinner dance and installation of officers.


