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Architectural Review Board Chairman
Recommends Curbing Over-Development

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A proposed application for an of-
fice building on the corner of North
and Central Avenues, submitted to
the Westfield Board of Adjustment
in February for several variances,
has now been moved for consider-
ation and review to the town’s Archi-
tectural Review Board.

The proposed three-story building,
slated for the site at 200 North Avenue,
has the unusual architectural feature of
a ground floor parking garage directly
under the second floor of the building.

The proposed layout is recom-
mended because of the unique shape
and size of the lot and lack of ad-
equate space for the amount of park-
ing spaces required by ordinance.
The schematic drawings submitted
by the applicant displayed the ground
level parking area open and visible,
with no walls. The building is sup-
ported by large columns, while the

only entrance is inside of the first
floor parking garage.

A presentation was made to the
Architectural Review Board by the
applicant’s architect, Robert Ring
of Stern-Ring Associates in Florham
Park. The Architectural Review
Board recommended approval of the
application to the Board of Adjust-
ment with a number of conditions.

The board recommended that the
building’s first floor garage be en-
tirely enclosed by walls, so as to hide
the parking garage from view and
make it appear as if the first floor is
occupied. The Architectural Review
Board also recommended that the
entrance be re-designed so that it is
not through the parking garage and
to redesign the landscaped area at the
corner to create an inviting entrance.

The application will now be re-
considered for approval by the Board
of Adjustment with the possible in-
clusion of the Architectural Review

Board’s recommendations.
Another application, that first went

before the Planning Board, by De-
velopers, Newpointe Realty, LLC
for an office building at the corner of
New Street and Central Avenue was
also reviewed by the Architectural
Review Board.

The applicant is applying for pre-
liminary major site plan approval
with several variances. This applica-
tion proposes to demolish two struc-
tures on the triangular-shaped lot, to
build an office building. The size of
the lot is approximately 31,700 square
feet and would require variances for
less than adequate set backs and less
than adequate parking as well as a
tree removal permit. The building,
according to the application, would
be a two-story, Colonial-style brick
building with a parking lot in the
back of the building.

The Architectural Review Board
recommended that the overall size of

the building be “greatly reduced”
and that greater set backs be incorpo-
rated to allow for the planting of
trees. An entrance at the corner, rather
than on the Central Avenue and New
Street sides was also recommended.

Chairman of the Architectural Re-
view Board Jay Biren told The Westfield
Leader that he had some concerns
about over-development in the area.

“The Architectural Review Board,
the Planning Board and the Board of
Adjustment need to coordinate an
overall development plan for this
area, as different developers are not
going to be coordinating with each
other,” Mr. Biren said.

“The town needs to be cautious
about allowing developers to over
develop, which could have negative
repercussions for the rest of the sur-
rounding area,” he added.
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL VISITOR…Gubernatorial candidate and Mayor of Jersey City, Bret Schundler, recently stopped by Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield to visit with students and celebrate Leadership Day at the school. The Republican
candidate viewed the special hallway displays of artwork and banners, while listening in on classroom discussions.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
GOING APE...An ordinary birthday card would not suffice to celebrate this
Westfield resident’s 40th birthday. This giant greeting,
sent by town friends of the recipient, announced the
event in a memorable and colossal way to the
delight of many neighbors.

Town Council Creates Parking Manager Post;
Hears Complaints on Parking Deck Plan

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday’s regularly scheduled
Westfield Town Council meeting, the
governing body unanimously ap-
proved an ordinance creating the new
position of parking director for the
town.

The town is still in the process of
creating a job description, although
the position will eventually include
the responsibility of the parking per-
mits. The positions has a salary range
of $60,000 to $85,000.

Third Ward Neil F. Councilman
Sullivan stated that the town, “must
properly craft the job description

and make sure we are getting the
right person (for the job).”

Lawrence Mannino of Burrington
Gorge, the former chairman of the
town’s Board of Adjustment, ex-
pressed his opposition to the new
position.

“Hiring a parking picker for 60 to
80 grand a year is awful. We can not
be everything to everybody,” he said.

Mr. Mannino went on to advise the
council to, “use a little more old-
fashioned Westfield wisdom (and to)
think about preserving our pretty
town.”

Town Administrator Thomas P.
Shannon reviewed the council’s dis-
cussion of the 11 parking initiatives

that took place at last
week’s council confer-
ence meeting. Mr. Sh-

annon stressed the crackdown on
meter feeding in the center of town.

The town’s new permit system will
validate residency and identify the
motor vehicle license plates.

The council has acknowledged the
need for additional parking and that
they are looking into leasing a pri-
vate lot. They hope to have this sys-
tem start by the end of the summer.

Several members of the Concerned
Citizens for the Preservation of Resi-
dential Westfield, the group formerly
known as the Citizens Concerned
With the North Side Parking Deck,
spoke in opposition of the parking
deck.

The Concerned Citizens would like
to see the Town Council, “fully ex-
plore and implement less costly and
less invasive options prior to com-

mitting any more resources to this
parking garage.”

Elm Street resident Julie Diddell
explained to the council, “We are not
just 20 people. Nearly 250 people
have signed the petition,” which is
against the parking deck being lo-
cated in the center of town.

Though the Concerned Citizens
applaud the “11 parking principles,”
as they have been called, the group
had several suggestions to modify it,
including; combining all the permit
waiting lists, and finding a way to
reshape the existing parking lots to
create more space.

Elm Street home owner Lynn
Barner stated that she has, “gone
downtown at all times of day and
have had no problem parking.” It is
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Westfield Library Seeking Input
To Develop Long Range Objectives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“The Westfield Memorial Library
strives to provide to the Westfield
community an environment that pro-
motes love of reading and ensures
free access to ideas and informa-
tion,” reads the newly-developed
mission statement of the Westfield
Memorial Library.

With that in mind, the library’s
Board of Trustees is looking for com-
munity input as it begins to grapple
with how to best provide for the

future of the 13-year-old facility. The
East Broad Street facility opened in
1988. The Westfield facility is the
most heavily used library in Union
County.

To help draw up plans for the fu-
ture, the library board’s Long Range
Planning Committee is looking for
citizens to serve on focus groups that
will meet in the library’s Commu-
nity Room on Monday, May 7, Tues-
day, May 8, and Wednesday, May 9.
The meetings will be held from 7:30
to 9 p.m. Volunteers will be asked to

attend one session of one and a half
hours in length.

The Junior League of Elizabeth/
Plainfield has agreed to provide
trained facilitators to work with the
focus groups. Each group will be
comprised of between 10 to 12
people. Focus groups will be pre-
sented with three questions to dis-
cuss.

“The facilitator will be running it
(the focus groups), pulling informa-
tion out of people, encouraging them

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Okays
Calendar,

Curriculum
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
gave the green light to two contro-
versial agenda items at its regular
meeting Tuesday night.

The board approved for first read-
ing the Everyday Math Program for
Grades K-5.

In a presentation to the board re-
garding Everyday Math, Dr. Janie P.
Edmonds, Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum and Instruction, spoke
of the district’s monumental effort to
revitalize the elementary mathemat-
ics program.

Dr. Edmonds said that prelimi-
nary studies showed that elementary
math was not challenging to most
students and that the students could
be doing more within the program.

The district then set goals, which
Dr. Edmonds said align with the
national standards set by the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics. Also begun was a pilot pro-
gram of the Everyday Mathematics
curriculum, a program that spanned
all six elementary schools and all six
grades.

Dr. Edmonds said that on Tuesday,
February 27, students in the elemen-
tary schools were tested on their
mathematical skills using a test simi-
lar to the Elementary School Profi-
ciency Assessment (ESPA). The
ESPA format includes multiple
choice items, computation problems
and open-ended questions.

In nearly all of the areas graded
the students in the pilot program
performed better than students using
the current curriculum. The only
exceptions were in the fourth grade
in computation and open-ended
skills.

Dr. Edmonds also noted that the
majority of elementary teachers are

Police Cracking
Down on Speeding,

Meter Feeding
The Westfield Police Department

has announced that it has initiated
a program that cracks down on
speeding and meter feeding in town.

“Operation SOS (Safe Operat-
ing Speed)” has been promoted
around town with flyers and bumper
stickers all in an effort to have
motorists slow down to reduce the
number of traffic accidents and to
protect citizens attempting to cross
the street.

The police are also enforcing the
town’s law prohibiting meter feed-
ing, a process whereby persons put
change in the meters after the two-
hour parking restriction has been
reached.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10“We worked hard. We started
early. We went door to door

and did living rooms (meetings).
 I think things came

together very, very well.”
Assemblyman-Elect

Tom Kean, Jr.

Kean Beats Denny In Race
To Fill Assembly Vacancy
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield cap-
tured a first ballot, 209 to 40, victory
over Cranford Township Commit-
teeman Tom Denny on Tuesday night,
in the race to finish out the remaining
eight months of the unexpired term
of State Assemblyman Alan M. Au-

gustine. Mr. Augustine, a Scotch
Plains resident, resigned on March
31 due to health reasons.

Nearly 300 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict delegates gathered at a special
election called by the Union County
Republican Committee. A total of
292 of an eligible 355 delegates at-

tended the meeting with all but 42
casting their votes.

Two other candidates, former
Scotch Plains Republican Municipal
Chairman, Mayor and Councilman,
Gabe Spera, and Green Brook Mayor
Patricia Walsh withdrew their names
from consideration for the unexpired
Assembly seat.

Mr. Spera and Mrs. Walsh said
they would be back, along with Mr.
Denny, when the Union County GOP
holds a convention to select candi-
dates for the State Senate and other
Assembly seats in the 22nd District
on Monday, April 16, in Scotch
Plains.

Current Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield is expected to be
tapped to replace Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco in the State
Senate. Mr. DiFrancesco is running
this year for a full, four-year term to
New Jersey’s highest elective office.
The three remaining Assembly can-
didates will be battling for Mr.
Bagger’s Assembly seat.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
after his victory, Mr. Kean said he
has been working to build the Re-
publican Party since his second place
finish in last year’s Republican Pri-
mary to succeed Bob Franks in Con-
gress.

Mr. Kean, the son of former two-
term Governor and former State As-
semblyman Thomas H. Kean, moved
to Westfield last year from Massa-
chusetts where he was working on
his doctorate degree at Tufts Univer-
sity.

“We worked hard. We started early.
We went door to door and did living
rooms (meetings),” he said. “I think
things came together very, very well.”

He referred to the other three As-
sembly candidates as “outstanding
public servants.”

In a brief speech to delegates prior
to the election, Mr. Kean noted his
past experience as a legislative aide
to former Congressman Franks. He
also had been a staffer for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

“I know I have the experience and
the ability to get things done for you
in Trenton,” Mr. Kean told delegates.
He said he would “strive to follow in
the tradition of some truly outstand-
ing people – Governor Donald
DiFrancesco, Congressman Bob
Franks, Assemblyman Rich Bagger
and Assemblyman Alan Augustine.”
He called Mr. Augustine a “model
legislator” and a “truly caring and
decent man.”

He said he supports Acting Gover-
nor DiFrancesco’s “Property Tax
Relief Now” legislative package “to
make sure that the people who spend
so much time contributing to all our

communities can continue to afford
to live in those communities.”

Mr. Kean also said state lawmak-
ers need to improve the quality of life
of New Jerseyans by “enhancing our
train stations and infrastructure net-
work while saving the environment.”

He also said the state needs “to
pursue excellence in education by
pursuing standards that can serve the
accountability for our teachers and



Page 10 Thursday, April 5, 2001 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Hillside Gunman Apprehended
In Tenn. for Killing Town Man

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

HILLSIDE — Three days after
allegedly murdering Westfield resi-
dent Joseph Licciardello at his roof-
ing supply store in Hillside on March
24, Gregory Tillman, a 21-year-old
suspected armed robber from New-
ark, got on a Greyhound bus in Atlan-
tic City bound for Tennessee.

What he did not know was that
authorities had been tipped off to his
identity and whereabouts, and had no-
tified Tennessee authorities, who were
waiting for him as he arrived in
Clarksville on the morning of March
28.

Tillman was arrested and charged
with felony murder, robbery and
possessing an illegal, Tech Mach-U,
semi-automatic pistol, according to
Robert P. O’Leary of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Tillman was extradited back to
New Jersey last Thursday and will be
arraigned on Wednesday before
Union County Superior Court Judge
Joan Robinson Gross. He is being
held at the Union County Jail in
Elizabeth in lieu of $350,000 bail.

According to Hillside police, Mr.
Licciardello was in his store on the
morning of March 24 with two of his
three sons and two customers, when
Tillman entered at 8:45 a.m., de-
manding cash. Even though every-
one complied, giving Tillman $300
in cash, he fatally shot Mr.
Licciardello in the head when the
store owner told him there was no
more cash in the store.

Tillman then shot Mr. Licciardello’s
28-year-old son, Gregory, in the shoul-
der and arm before fleeing.

Gregory was later released from
the hospital and is recovering.

Many have asked why a robber
would plan to hold up a roofing
supply outlet on an early Saturday
morning, when there was unlikely to
be any money in the store. In addi-
tion, sources close to the case have
said it is highly suspicious why the
robber killed Mr. Licciardello and
shot his son, when they were fully
cooperating with the gunman.

Rosemarie Licciardello, wife of
the slain store owner, said that most
of the store’s sales were made with
credit cards or checks.

“If a robber wanted a lot of cash, it
didn’t make any sense to rob this
type of store at 8:45 on a Saturday
morning,” she said.

“Our family has been absolutely
devastated by this,” she added. “Jo-
seph was a wonderful man.”

Mr. O’Leary said that at this point,
the case is being investigated as a
homicide committed during the
course of a robbery. The Prosecutor’s
Office is considering seeking the
death penalty for Tillman.

Hillside detectives and the
Prosecutor’s Office are continuing
their investigation into the possibil-
ity that Tillman had an accomplice,
as he was seen fleeing in a green Jeep
Cherokee possibly driven by some-
one else.

Police have also been questioning
Tillman’s friends, who helped him
make his way to Atlantic City, to see
if they knew anything about the crime.
If any individual did have prior

knowledge of Tillman’s alleged in-
volvement in the crime while help-
ing him to leave the area, that per-
son would be considered an ac-
complice.

Elizabethtown Water
Begins Hydrant Flushing

WESTFIELD — Elizabethtown
Water Company began its annual
fire hydrant flushing on April 1 to
prepare its system for the summer
months.

Locally, the company began
flushing hydrants in Scotch Plains
and Westfield. Residents are
urged to check Elizabethtown’s
Web site at www.etownwater.com
for a listing of the major or well-
known roads to be flushed in these
towns.

Hydrant flushing is the process
of forcing water through mains to
dislodge small particles of rust and
sediment. Although the sediment
does not affect water purity, it can
result in discolored water when the
peak demands of summer cause
water to travel at an increased ve-
locity through the mains, company
spokeswoman Erin Reilly said.

Hydrant flushing is a necessary
part of Elizabethtown’s ongoing
process of testing and maintaining

hydrants and is performed in the
spring when demand for water is
low.

“As always, Elizabethtown fol-
lows water conservation practices
and the amount of water used dur-
ing the process is kept to a mini-
mum,” said Ms. Reilly.

Customers may experience dis-
colored water for short periods of
time while flushing is being done
in their neighborhoods. Any dis-
coloration will disappear rapidly.
It is best to wait until the water
clears before using it for any con-
sumptive purpose or washing
clothes and dishes.

Elizabethtown will flush hy-
drants five nights a week, between
the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., to
reduce any inconvenience to
homeowners and motorists and to
eliminate possible hazards to chil-
dren. The company anticipates
completion of the program in seven
to eight weeks.

Free 
Perennial
To Kick off the Spring 
Season,
Purchase any 
Two Perennials and 
receive a Third free.

Free Perennial must be of 
equal or lesser value.
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4th Annual Easter Egg Hunt
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www.williams-nursery.com
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Spring’s Here!
Forsythia
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Extra Heavy Plants!
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varieties

$17Flat of 48 plants Flat

Good Thru 04/10/01

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
THESE GEESE NEED GLASSES…Somehow, these geese snuck onto Houlihan Field which borders Clark and Westfield.
The critters decided to ignore the sign posted on the gate, reading “Ground Under Repair: Keep Off.”
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Westfield
Town Council
Ms. Barner’s feeling that this is not,
“a north side versus south side deal,
this is a Westfield deal. You’re go-
ing to ruin (the town) over the need
for a little parking.”

Len Berman of Prospect Street
spoke in opposition of the parking
deck, “but especially at Prospect
and Elm.” Mr. Berman stated his
concerns over the raise in taxes that
will come with the construction of
the parking deck, and the extra wear
and tear on streets such as Prospect,
which is in need of repair now.

Mr. Berman is also concerned
with the aesthetics of the town.

“I don’t think you will see them
pan across a concrete parking ga-
rage on the opening credits of ‘Ed’
(a television show filmed in
Westfield).”

Councilman Sullivan assured Mr.
Berman that the parking deck would,
“be aesthetically right,” and that
the, maintenance costs are included
in the financial model.”

Councilman Sullivan explained
that if the parking deck were to be
built at Elm and Prospect Streets
that area would need traffic control
during the heavier traffic pattern
times, but would not require a traf-
fic light.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council is, “looking into all ques-
tions during the work sessions to be
able to answer them all factually.”

More than a dozen residents con-
cerned with the Codding Road zon-
ing issue attended the council meet-
ing to hear a decision from the coun-
cil.

Mayor McDermott explained that
no decision had been reached yet
due to the council members’ differ-
ences in philosophies and opinions.
He assured the residents that, “all
(ideas) are being taken into discus-
sion.”

The Codding Road contingent has
been granted 30 minutes to speak
on their agenda directly before the
next council meeting on Tuesday,
April 17.

Westfield Town Engineer and
Public Works Director Kenneth B.
Marsh announced that the final stage
of construction on Crossway Place
will begin next Monday, April 9.

Although the road will have to be
closed for some of the work to be
completed, closures will only take
place during the day. It will take two
to four weeks to complete the project.

to talk and making sure everyone there
contributes,” explained Cyndi Cockren,
Chairwoman of the Long Range Com-
mittee.

The library staff or Long Range
Committee members will not partici-
pate in the focus groups to ensure the
information gathered is strictly from
the community.

“We want young, old, everybody.
Different organizations; different in-
terest groups,” said Mrs. Cockren. “We
are looking for kids, middle school,
high school students. Anybody who
has lived here should be interested in
the library and should have their voice
heard. We are looking for diversity.
That’s our goal.”

The input from the community will
be part of a long-range document de-
veloped by the Trustees, replacing
one from in 1993 when the library was
located in what is now the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building. The focus groups will help
the committee decide how the
Westfield Library can better serve the
public and determine the kinds of capi-
tal expenditures that may be needed
in the future.

“What we are looking at in long
range is a vision. We think of the
important parts of that is hearing from
our community. We want to hear from
as broad a base of the community as
we are capable of finding,” said Mrs.
Cockren.

The committee, she said, is espe-
cially looking for persons who do not
currently use the town library. “What
could we be doing that would make the

library important and valuable for
them because this is a community
service.”

The Long Range Committee noted
that the big question in the early 1990s
was the speed with which the library
would embrace new computer tech-
nology and take advantage of the
Internet, than in its infancy. Another
issue was whether the library could
extend its hours to Sundays without
compromising the quality of services.
Sunday hours were initiated two years
ago. In addition, the library will for
the first time provide Saturday hours,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. this summer.

The library recently hired a Director
of Adult Services to initiate programs
for adult library users as well as senior
citizens.

To promote community involvement
in the long range efforts, the library has
mailed a letter and questionnaire to all
organizations in town. Applications are
due by Saturday, April 14. Volunteers
selected will be contacted by mail by
the Long Range Committee.

“We’re hoping we get a lot of people
to respond and to submit the applica-
tions,” Mrs. Cockren stated, noting she
hopes the heads of the organizations
solicited will encourage participation
by their members.

As part of its long range planning
process, committee members have vis-
ited nine town libraries including those
in Summit, Millburn, Ridgewood and
Scotch Plains.

Serving with Mrs. Cockren on the
committee are Michelle Albano, Bar-
bara Bagger and Lynn Kolterjahn.
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Westfield Library Seeks Input
To Develop Long Range Goals

positive about the results of the pilot
program.

She did note a few areas of con-
cerns raised by elementary teachers.
These include: difficulty for basic
skills or classified students, home-
work and assessments provided by
the program are inadequate and that
ongoing professional development
will be needed with the program.

Dr. Edmonds said that a survey of
nearly 1,000 families of students in
the pilot was performed and 80.1
percent of parents feel that their chil-
dren are making solid progress in the
pilot. Also, 64.2 percent of parents
said their children are more confi-
dent of their math ability this year.

Curriculum Committee Chair-
woman Annmarie Puleio said that
initially many people were concerned
about the program, because it had
gotten mixed reviews.

However, she said, that the results
of the pilot have shown that the pro-
gram will be good for Westfield and
can be tailored to the district’s
strengths and weaknesses.

Ms. Puleio wanted to thank the
parents involved for their valuable
insights which will help to make the
Everyday Math program the best it
can be for Westfield students.

Board member Anne L. Riegel
noted that the board has “worked
hard to do this good thing for our
kids.”

Mrs. Riegel noted that recently all
the elementary school principals rec-
ommended the adoption of this cur-
riculum.

Also approved at the meeting was
the 2001-2002 school calendar. Board
Vice President and Policies Commit-
tee Chairwoman Arlene Gardner said
that the committee considered every
suggestion regarding the calendar,
but that there is no way to satisfy
everyone.

Ms. Gardner noted that some
people would like to see a Sunday
graduation, some would like a week
off in February, and still others would
like the day after Easter off.

Board Member Kimberly O.
Rhodes “continued her non-support
of the calendar.” In an interview with
The Westfield Leader, Ms. Rhodes
stated, “School calendars of late re-
flect a desire on the part of the Board
of Education to please everyone. Days
off from school have been added over
the years at the request of a number
of small groups, many representing
few students.”

Ms. Rhodes continued, “The net
effect of this approach is to create
excessive academic disruption dur-
ing the fall and insufficient academic
break during the spring. I would per-
sonally prefer that we eliminate many
of these small group holidays in fa-
vor of a longer winter break and later
spring vacation.”

She concluded, “Parents have al-
ways had the right to keep their chil-
dren home for religious or cultural
observances. My hope is that we can
create a calendar in the future that
offers a better balance between the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield School Board Okays
Calendar and Math Curriculum

desires of the few and the needs of
the many.”

Ms. Puleio also said she could not
support the calendar. She said she
hoped that the board would be able to
rotate the vacations provided within
the calendar and achieve some bal-
ance.

Board President Darielle Walsh
said that preparing the calendar is not
an easy decision, but that the board
prepares a proposal that it feels is
reasonable.

Ms. Rhodes, Ms. Puleio and Town
Relations Committee Chairwoman
Dr. B. Carol Molnar voted against
adopting the calendar.

Mrs. Walsh, who is the chairwoman
of the Facilities Committee, reported
that the district is moving ahead with
the renovations under the bond refer-
endum passed in December.

A parent of a student in a special
education class at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School addressed the board, con-
cerning the overcrowding issue that
is growing at that school.

Also at the meeting, the board ac-
cepted the retirements of a number of
longtime faculty members, including
Franklin Elementary School Assis-
tant Principal Patr ick Rooney,
Franklin School third grade teacher
Betty Cole, Westfield High School
music teacher James Beil, Edison
Intermediate School physical educa-
tion teacher Sally Reynolds and
Edison School science teacher Paul
Infuso.

The meeting, the last prior to the
school board election on Tuesday,
April 17, marked the final meeting for
Mrs. Walsh, Budget and Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Michael J. Kessler
and Long Range Planning Committee
Chairwoman Eileen Satkin.

Mrs. Walsh reminded the public to
go to the polls on April 17 and sup-
port the base budget and second ques-
tion, “the total budget package.”

for our schools.”
Westfield Republican Municipal

Chairman Jon Bramnick said Mr.
Kean “represents integrity and hon-
esty,” adding that he is “just a nice
person.”

Mr. Denny, an Assistant Professor
at New Jersey Medical School, spoke
of his experience as a current member
of the Cranford governing body and
as a former member of the Cranford
Board of Education. He said he has
learned how to keep local school board
budgets “lean” yet competitive.

On the Cranford governing body
he has worked to gain external grants
to support new infrastructure in the
township. He worked with legisla-
tors to gain state support for flood
control projects in the township.

Mrs. Walsh, now in her sixth year
as Green Brook Mayor, is a regis-
tered nurse currently working in the
home care area. She listed as cam-
paign issues tax relief, reworking the
state’s regionalization for education
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to help districts reduce administra-
tive costs, expanding the “state man-
date, state pay concept” to education
and increasing state funding to dis-
tricts to offset the high costs of spe-
cial education.

“Those are things that can jump start
getting money back into your pockets
because that money needs to come
from the state,” she told delegates.

Mrs. Walsh also said she would look
to re-work the state formulas on income
eligibility limits for programs available
for senior citizens as well as developing
a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights.

She said she was keeping a pledge
to Republicans that she was candi-
date for the Assembly seat held by
Mr. Bagger, not that of Mr.
Augustine’s.

Mr. Spera, a computer industry
executive and Scotch Plains home-
owner for over 30 years, has said he
would be a full-time legislator if
elected. Due to contractual obliga-
tions he announced that he would not
be able to serve in Trenton until
January, thus he withdrew from the
battle for the Assembly vacancy.

“I think I have a great balance
between being a businessman with
the private sector and also my govern-
ment experience,” Mr. Spera told del-
egates. He has listed property tax and
education reform, as well as protect-
ing the surburban character of 22nd
district as his chief campaign issues.

The deadline for candidates to file
for the June Primary is Tuesday, April
12. On the Democrat side, former
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and J. Brooke Hern of New Provi-
dence, who was a candidate in the
Democratic Primary for the Seventh
Congressional seat last spring, are
among those said to be eyeing a run
in the 22nd Legislative District.

The district currently includes 17
towns spread across Union, Middlesex,
Somerset and Morris counties.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco,
who stopped in during the election,
said the new map of legislative dis-
tricts based on 2000 Census num-
bers, should be completed this week.

Dissertation Grant Earned
By Karey A. Harwood

WESTFIELD – Karey  A.
Harwood, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Harwood of
Wes t fi e ld ,  has  rece ived  a
Woodrow Wilson Dissertation
Grant in Women’s Health from
the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation.

Karey earned an award of $2,000
for expenses related to dissertation
research and writing. She is a doc-
toral degree candidate at Emory Uni-
versity in the field of religion.

A 1992 graduate of Yale Univer-
sity, Karey’s proposed dissertation
title is “The Power of Assisted Re-
productive Technologies: How
American Women are Shaping and
Being Shaped by the New Repro-
duction.”


