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MARONEY, BLASI, PAVONI NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Raider Diamond Boys Have
Youngest Roster in Years

BEKKELMAN, CORBIN NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Raider Netmen Are Pleased
With Chances This Season

GILLIN AND MITCHELL NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Team Unity May Prove to Be
Devil Boy Laxers’ Best Asset

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heavy responsibility will be cast
upon the shoulders of seniors An-
thony Blasi and Brian Maroney and
junior Andrew Pavoni because the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team has probably the

youngest team perhaps in decades.
The Raiders will rely on the experi-
ence of those tri-captains and in-
creased team speed.

Maroney, who emerged as the num-
ber two pitcher behind then senior
Kevin Schenk, came on very strong
last year and probably had his best

game in Cranford when he virtually
silenced the normally roaring Cou-
gar bats with his deceptive curve to
present the Raiders with a 5-3 vic-
tory. This season, Maroney, who will
play center field when not pitching,
has added to his arsenal of pitches.

“He has been working on his fast
ball and has developed a good change
up,” said Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm.

But, this season, Maroney will
experience added responsibility as
the number one pitcher.

“He is going to have to take the
lead and carry us this year,” said
Homm.

The number two pitcher will be
sophomore Dave Senatore. Sopho-
more Steve Petrucka has shown some
promise and could relieve Maroney
or Senatore.

Last year, Pavoni was developing
defensively as a catcher but was very
effective with the “metal stick”.
Pavoni will bat cleanup and is ex-
pected to produce many runs.

“He’s definitely going to be one of
our big RBI men,” commented
Homm.

Behind the plate, Pavoni has been
looking strong.

“He is bigger this year. His arm is
much stronger and he is definitely

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite the recent inclement
weather, the days ahead appear to be
sunny for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys tennis team. That
is the opinion of Dave Blackman,
who should have a good vision of the
outlook since he has amassed a 245-
62 record in his 15 years as Raider
Head Coach.

Now most coaches who lost three
starters to graduation – Shawn
Lafkowitz (second singles), Chris
Schlegel (third singles) and Paul
Swedlund (first doubles) – would
normally be concerned. But not
Blackman!

“We had a nice 17-5 season last
year, but I expect us to be better than
that this year even though we lost
three starting seniors,” emphasized
Blackman.

The reason for this optimism is the
large addition of competitive, tal-
ented newcomers to the already tal-
ented veterans. Senior Co-Captains
Gennady Bekkelman (first singles)
and John Corbin (second singles)
will lead this talented group.

Bekkelman played first singles last
year and “with one year under his
belt, Gennady will be that much
tougher this year,” according to
Blackman.

Bekkelman is an excellent ground

stroker both forehand and backhand
and has a good, consistent serve. He
has, “very good mental toughness”.

Corbin, along with Swedlund, won
the Union County title at first doubles
last year and were recognized as one
of the top doubles teams in the state.
Since Corbin has had singles experi-
ence, the transition should not be a
problem.

So, “actually, it won’t be as big of
a change as you think,” pointed out
Blackman. “He played number 3
singles his sophomore year and was
the MVP.”

Corbin has very strong ground
strokes and, once he gets to the net,
he is especially tough due to his
doubles experience. “He is a very
intense competitor and a team leader,”
said Blackman.

Senior Dave Jacober will be at
number 3 singles. Jacober has ex-
tremely aggressive ground strokes,
is the hardest hitter on the team and
moves very well on the court. He
may also compete some at first
doubles and is expected to be excel-
lent at either position.

“He is a very strong player. And
that will make that number 3 spot
very, very tough,” said Blackman.

Freshman sensation Joe Wilkinson,
the brother of J.T. (first or second
singles at Union Catholic), could
also be at third singles or first doubles.
He is a very smart player with a good
serve and very consistent ground
strokes.

Sophomore Josh Sanders, who
played second doubles last year, will
team with either Jacober or Wilkinson
at first doubles. Sanders is a good
server with a good return of serve, is

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Synchronization is essential to
make any “team” successful. Super-
stars can be an added boon, but only
if they work in conjunction with the
“team” and have the same overall
goals. This year’s Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team may not
have that superstar but there is a real
sense of team unity.

“There is much team unity this
year. They all will mesh well to-
gether and they all help each other
out,” expressed Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista.

The Blue Devil laxers had some
team unity last year and turned a 9-
11, 1999 season into a 10-8 season.
In the first round of the NJSIAA
Tournament, Westfield humbled the
Manasquan Warriors, 9-6, before fall-
ing to the state champion Delbarton
squad. But it was their experienced
defense which seemed to keep them
in the games.

Heading up the defense will be
senior veterans Evan Molloy and Co-
Captain Jim Mitchell. The third spot
is open and has several players vying
for the position.

“Defensively, it will be a team
effort but I will put Evan or Jim on
our opponents’ best attackers,” said
Benaquista.

Although strong defense is para-
mount, the Blue Devils appear to be
balanced well across the board. Se-
nior midfielder and Co-Captain Brad
Gillin and attacker Chris Dodge
flicked in a lot of goals last year and
are expected to do so again. Joining
Gillin at midfield will be seniors

Matt Simone and Jack Kane. Junior
attacker Tim Mansfield has been an
offensive threat last year and will get
his share of goals this season, and
junior Dave Santoriello is expected
to be the other starting attacker.

“Brad is our biggest threat rushing
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BLOM AND REDDINGTON GET KEY RBI SINGLES

Raider Softballers Shut Out
Devil Girls, 5-0, in Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A key two-run single by Katie
Blom and another RBI single by
Meagan Reddington lifted the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soft-
ball team to a 5-0 victory over
Westfield in the season opener in
Westfield on April 2. Raider pitcher
Alicia Piniat, who recorded eight
strikeouts, used her talent and expe-
rience to work her way out of two
tough situations.

Fine pitching performances by
Piniat and Blue Devil Caitlin
MacDonald permitted only a total of
seven hits.

“It was cold and this was definitely
not a hitter’s type of day. But Lisa
pitched a tough game,” pointed out
Butz. “She did walk some and hit a
batter, which she normally does not
do. She’s an experienced pitcher and
knows how to get out of jams.”

MacDonald, who finished with
seven strikeouts, was hot early and
struck out the side in the first inning.
Piniat was not as hot and ran into
some trouble in the bottom of the
inning. Blue Devil Nicole DiFabio

successfully bunted Lindsay
Guerrierio to second, MacDonald
walked and Courtney Thornton
grounded a slow single past second
to load the bases with one out. But
Piniat tightened up and fanned the
next two batters.

The Blue Devil infield committed

two errors in the second and Raider
Lindsay Pennella had advanced to
third but MacDonald escaped the
jam by striking out the final batter.
Blue Devil Sara Bobertz tapped a
single to second but failed to score.

The Raiders finally got to
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From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
NUMBER 1 SINGLES PLAYER...Raider Gennady Bekkelman will play at No.
1 singles for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School tennis team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SQUARING OFF TO BUNT...Blue Devil Nicole DiFabio squares off to bunt as
Raider catcher Katie Church prepares for a play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GOLF CO-CAPTAINS...Seniors Brent Bramnick, left, and Josh
Rogers will lead the Westfield High School golf team to another successful season.

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT JUST A GOOD PITCHER...Brian Maroney may be the Raiders’ No. 1
pitcher but he is also crafty with the “thunder stick”.

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING TEAM UNITY A BLUE DEVIL ASSET...The Westfield High School boys lacrosse team may not have
superstars but team unity may be the key to a successful lacrosse season.

���������	��
Program Director

Largest School in North Jersey

������

����������	�
��

�����������

�����������

Have FUN while losing weight.
15 classes taught  weekly.
We’re Here to Help!
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Summer Camp
Karate Classes
art time, music

time and much more!
Enrichment

program offered!
Give your child the
edge for next year

while having

FUN

TEAMING UP WITH
CERTIFIED TUTORSMatthew, Jared, Nicole, Mrs.Dunn, Kevin & Zach

Call Today For Details

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR...
http://members.home.com/karate-world


