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Webster, who played pro-

1 fessionally with the Memphi
% Tams and New Jersey Netz o?‘
W e Sfe r i the old American Basketball
il Association after a brilliant ca-
" reer at St Peter's College, is
currently working for the state
Department of Corrections.
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Webster's Mercedes was

impounded, police said. .
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HCUA $14M debt

Former Hudson County
Freeholder and St. Peter’s Col-
lege Athletic Hall of Famer El-
nardo Webster was arrested
last night in Liberty State Park
after a ranger spotted him
“snorting” cocaine in his Mer-
cedes-Benz, police reported.

Ranger William Laing was
on patrol at 6:40 p.m. when he

saw two men snorting cocaine .

in a car in a parking lot on Wolf
Drive in Liberty State Park, po-
lice said.

Laing, after calling for
backup assistance, approached
the vehicle and asked the driv-
er, identified as Webster, 41, to

~ get out of the car, police said.

‘ The former basketball star
took a $1 bill from his pocket
and dumped the contents —
coczine — on the ground, po-
lice said.

The rangers found iwo
small foil packets of coczine in
the suit jecket pocket of & pas-
senger in the car, identified as
Donald R. Brovn, 41, cf Jersey
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By Earlene C. McMichael

The Hudson County Utili-
ties Authority -was released
yesterday from a county loan of
more than $14.1 million.

The county freeholders
yesterday unanimously voted
to cancel HCUA’s $14.1 million
debt to the county.

Interest on the loan has
brought the principal of $7.4
million, which was to have
been repaid in March 1983, to
$14,136,101.

Seven years ago. the county
lent the HCUA $7.4 million at
8.95 percent annual interest
when that agency could not
meet the last payment of a $13
millicn loan from Fidelity
Union Bank in Newark.

That payment had been
due in December 1981.

The HCUA had argued that
it could not pay the $14.1 mil-
lion, and if forced to do so.
would have had to bill munici-
palities in order to raise it.

And. in turn, HCUA offi-
cials said, municipalities
wotild likely have to increase
their sewerage rates lo raise
the money.

HCUA Executive Director
George W. Crimmins Jr. said
Tuesday that the HCUA and
the county have been aware of
the nagging debt for years, but
the matter was not addressed
because the county kept hoping
somehow the HCUA would be
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