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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Codey Wants New Jersey
to Serve on Congestion Panel
State Senate President Richard

Codey (LD-27, West Orange) wants
to New Jersey to have a seat on a 17-
member commission that is studying
New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s plan for congestion
parking, according to WCBS-880
News Radio. The station said 10 of
the commissioners support charging
for motorists to drive in parts of Man-
hattan. New Jersey is not represented,
although the executive director Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey was appointed to serve. New Jer-
sey has 250,000 daily commuters.

Codey, Roberts Fill In
For Vacationing Corzine

Three officials served as governor
this week, WCBS-880 News Radio
reported. Governor Jon Corzine started
his vacation on August 23 and was
scheduled to return today. Mr. Codey
served as acting governor on August
23 but was away August 24 to August
26. Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts
served during Mr. Codey’s absence.

New Jersey will elect a lieutenant
governor in 2009 to assume the
governor’s post should the governor
be unable to serve. This follows the
acting governorships of former Sena-
tor Don DiFrancesco in 2001, fol-
lowing the resignation of Governor
Christine Todd Whitman, and Mr.
Codey from November 2004 to Janu-
ary 2006, after Governor Jim
McGreevey resigned.

County to Receive $1.03 Mil.
In Homeland Security Funds
Nj.com reported Thursday that New

Jersey counties would receive $19.3 in
grants to prevent terrorism, a $5.96
million increase over last year. Union
County will receive $1,053,129, the
seventh-highest amount of New Jersey’s
21 counties. The money was part of a
federal grant. Hudson County received
the highest amount – $2,041,193.

Governor Corzine said in a press
release he was “discouraged by the
fact that overall federal homeland se-
curity funding for the nation continues
to decline. I am committed to working
with our congressional delegation to
turn around this disheartening trend.”

James Switches Attorneys,
Claims Lack of Funds

A U.S. District Court judge has per-
mitted former Newark Mayor Sharpe
James’ lawyer, Raymond Brown of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis, to
drop his representation of Mr. James’
on corruption charges after the current
state senator claimed he did not have
the funds to pay the law firm, accord-
ing to The Star Ledger. Mr. James
receives a $124,654 annual pension
and $49,000 as a state senator. New
attorney Alan Zegas has joined Tho-
mas Ashley in representing Mr. James.

June Fischer Reappointed
To Ethnic Advisory Council

Governor Jon Corzine has reap-
pointed June Fischer of Scotch Plans,
a Democrat who heads Union
County’s Board of Elections, to the
state’s Ethnic Advisory Council.

George Wallace’s Attempted
Assassin to be Released

The Washington Post reported last
Friday that the attempted assassin of
former Alabama Governor George
Wallace, during his 1972 presidential
bid for the Democratic Party nomina-
tion, would be released from a Mary-
land jail in December. Arthur Bremer,
57, was 21 when he shot Mr. Wallace
with a .38 revolver at close range.
Governor Wallace was paralyzed in
the legs and died 26 years later. Bremer
served 35 years of a 53-year sentence.

Republicans to Sue
Corzine to Release Study

The State Republican Party plans to
sue Governor Jon Corzine as part of its
efforts to gain release of an $800,000
study on looking into the revenue po-
tential of stare toll highways. Steer
Davies Gleave of London conducted
the study. Assembly Transportation
Committee Republican members
Kevin O’Toole, Sean Kean, and Jenni-
fer Beck plan to file the lawsuit.

AG Gonzales Resigns;
Clement Takes Over

The Associated Press reported Mon-
day that Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales has resigned; Solicitor Gen-
eral Paul Clement will replace him
temporarily. Mr. Gonzalez came un-
der criticism regarding the firings of
U.S. attorneys he made.

FW Gets $325,000 In Aid;
Garwood, Cranford Rejected

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Area towns completed
their municipal budgets this month
following the state’s announcement
of extraordinary aid awards. The state
awarded a total of $17.7 million to 80
towns. Fanwood and Kenilworth were
the only towns in Union County to
share in the pot of money, as the state
denied requests by Cranford and
Garwood.

According to DCA spokesman
Chris Donnelly, 108 of the state’s 566
municipalities applied for a total of
$83,045,355. He said the $17.7 mil-
lion award represents a reduction of
$9 million from last year.

Twenty-nine of the state’s 40 dis-
tricts received grants received fund-
ing. Of that amount, 21 were in Demo-
cratic-controlled districts, 13 were in
Republicans districts, and the remain-
ing six were legislatively split.

According to a list of the grants,
Fanwood received $325,000. The
22nd Legislative District, which in-
cludes parts of Middlesex County,
as a whole received $825,000. As-
semblywoman Linda Stender, a
Democrat from Fanwood, repre-
sents the district. The neighboring
21st Legislative District, repre-
sented by Republicans, was not
awarded any additional aid. Both
Cranford and Garwood are in the
21st district.

As The Westfield Leader and The
Times previously reported, Fanwood
has said the money would be used to
reduce a $750,000 tax-levy increase
in the budget.

“Our focus is that we have redevel-
opment projects on line, but that will
take a few years. We are trying to stop
taxes from skyrocketing in the mean-
time,” Fred Tompkins, Fanwood chief
financial officer, told The Leader/
Times when reached for comment
Monday. He said the borough felt a
spike in taxes might have caused the
redevelopment projects to “stymie”
as developers “would not want to
come here.”

Mr. Tompkins said the state looked
favorably on the borough’s success-
ful application for shared-services
grants. “Fanwood has been a model
for the state,” he said.

Cranford, which sustained an esti-
mated $25 million in damage from an
April Nor’Easter, had applied for $1.3
million in relief. The township also
cited a $27-million downturn in tax
ratables over the past two years.

“It’s very disappointing,” said
Cranford Township Committeeman
David Robinson, who heads the fi-
nance committee. “I can’t offer any
explanation why we didn’t get it. I
think we were a prime candidate be-
cause we had extraordinary circum-
stances.”

He said this was the first time
Cranford has applied for extraordi-
nary aid. The township sought assis-
tance due to the “extraordinary cir-
cumstances” faced due to the
township’s ongoing long-term flood-
control project and the decline in
commercial ratables along Walnut
Avenue and the Cranford Business

Park on Commerce Drive, located
near exit 136 off the Garden State
Parkway.

Mr. Tompkins, who represents other
towns, said no town in the state that
had flood problems received extraor-
dinary aid, as there are other funding
sources such as FEMA for disaster
aid.

Garwood applied for $400,000 this
year, according to Christina Ariemma,
borough clerk. The borough received
$210,000 in 2006 and $200,000 in
2005.

State Senator Tom Kean Jr., a Re-
publican from Westfield who repre-
sents the 21st district, said the distri-
bution of grants should be “non-par-
tisan” in nature and based on merit.

“I will continue to fight for merit-
based decision making in the distri-
bution of state funds,” he said.

According to the Department of
Community Affairs website, the pro-
gram “provides additional state aid to
address a municipality’s extraordi-
nary need because of severe fiscal
crisis outside of the municipality’s
control” and is “intended only for
extraordinary, non-repeating circum-
stances that result in a significant
property-tax increase.”

Towns applying for this year’s pro-
gram were required to complete an
eight-page application including in-
formation on the steps they took “to
eliminate the need for aid in this and
subsequent years” such as “cost-cut-
ting measures” and efforts to receive
grants.

The 36th district in Bergen County,
represented by Democratic Senator
Paul Sarlo, received the most money,
$2.4 million; followed by the fifth
district in Camden County, repre-
sented by Senator Wayne Bryant, who
was indicted on corruption charges
earlier this year, which was awarded
$2 million. District 27 in Essex
County, represented by State Senate
President Richard Codey, netted $1.3
million.

District 16 in Somerset County,
represented by Senator Walter
Kavanugh, received $1.3 million, the
highest for a GOP controlled district.

Department of Community Affairs
spokesman Chris Donnelly said the
DCA “reviews each municipality’s
application, annual financial state-
ment, budget and audit to determine
the circumstances and fiscal posture,
outside the control of the municipal-
ity, [that] is causing an inordinate
increase in the municipal property
tax.”

“We look at tax-collection rates,
ratable base, tax appeals, level of
surplus, appropriations and all other
pertinent financial information to
make our determination,” he said in
an e-mail after contacted by phone
for comment.

District Senator Party Amount ($) County 
1 Asselta R 340,000 Atlantic 
2 McCullough R 850,000 Atlantic 
3 Sweeney D 1,050,000 Salem 
4 Madden D 300,000 Camden 
5 Bryant D 2,010,000 Camden 
6 Adler D 575,000 Camden 
7 Allen R 50,000 Burlington 
8 Bark R 0 Burlington 
9 Connors R 150,000 Ocean 

10 Ciesla R 60,000 Ocean 
11 Palaia R 0 Monmouth 
12 Karcher D 190,000 Monmouth 
13 Kyrillos R 200,000 Monmouth 
14 Inverso R 250,000 Middlesex 
15 Turner D 0 Mercer 
16 Kavanaugh R 1,250,000 Somerset 
17 Smith D 750,000 Middesex 
18 Buono D 525,000 Middlesex 
19 Vitale D 250,000 Middlesex 
20 Lesniak D 75,000 Union 
21 Kean R 0 Union 
22 Scutari D 825,000 Union 
23 Lance R 225,000 Hunterdon 
24 Littell R 600,000 Sussex 
25 Bucco R 0 Morris 
26 Martin R 350,000 Morris 
27 Codey D 1,300,000 Essex 
28 Rice D 0 Essex 
29 James D 0 Essex 
30 Singer R 0 Ocean 
31 Doria D 0 Hudson 
32 Sacco D 0 Hudson 
33 Kenny D 0 Hudson 
34 Gill D 525,000 Essex 
35 Girgenti D 100,000 Passaic 
36 Sarlo D 2,350,000 Bergen 
37 Weinberg D 800,000 Bergen 
38 Coniglio D 300,000 Bergen 
39 Cardinale R 1,000,000 Bergen 
40 McNamara R 450,000 Passaic 
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$17,700,000 in State Extraordinary Aid:
A Breakdown By District

STATE AID…The State Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has released a
list of extraordinary municipal aid awards. The chart above depicts each district,
the amount it received and the senator (with party affiliation) who represents it.
Districts 1, 2, 7, 8, 12 and 14 are split districts represented by both parties.


