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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LIGHT OF REMEMBRANCE...Boy Scouts of Troop 80 light candles for the victims at the Cranford September 11th
Memorial Service on September 11, 2020.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
PARK INVADERS...Friends of Brightwood Park and concerned local residents
get a lesson on removing Japanese Knotweed, an invasive species that smothers
plant life in the park.  Everyone worked hard removing the weed and other debris
for hours, while all social-distancing and safety requirements were upheld. To get
involved, visit friendsofbrightwood.org.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
MARCHING IN REMEMBRANCE...Officer Patrick Carey plays bagpipes as he
leads the Westfield Fire Department toward the September 11th Memorial Park
this past Friday. Over 100 local residents and dignitaries attended the solemn 9/
11 ceremony in support of those who were lost and their families.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 3, 10-12
Obituary ........ 10

Education ...... 11
Sports ............ 7-9
Real Estate .... 1, 2, 7
Classifieds ..... 10
A&E .............. 12

Garwood Council Discusses
Allegations Against Candidate

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last Thursday
evening, members of the Garwood
Borough Council met to discuss
agenda items for the borough, yet
local and national politics became
topics of conversation.

Discussion over current Garwood
Republican candidate Jesse Wilson
filtered into the meeting without
mention of his name.

An article published last week in
The Westfield Leader noted Mr.
Wilson’s social media posts and the
accusations of bigotry by social me-
dia users and Garwood politicians.

In the article, Mr. Wilson denied
being racist or homophobic and
stated that he would take legal ac-
tion against people making such
allegations.

In the article, writer Lauren Barr
quoted him as saying that his girl-
friend is a woman of color and that
the racist allegations have put stress
on his four- or five-month-old rela-
tionship. In addition, in the article,
Mr. Wilson said that he is not ho-
mophobic and that he stands against
the sexualizing of children in any
way. He said, “Kids don’t need to
learn homosexual history, and young
girls shouldn’t be losing scholar-
ships to transgender boys.”

Council members discussed some
of the posts they have seen by Mr.
Wilson in public forums through
social media and stated that they
thought the posts were not appro-
priate for a candidate running for
public office.

Mayor Sara Todisco stated that
she will always take a stand against

racism, bigotry, homophobia, anti-
Semitism and any other form of
hate that she encounters.

Additionally, Councilman Mike
Ince addressed the audience to en-
dorse and promote Democratic
Presidential candidate Joe Biden.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bruce Paterson,
who did not promote a candidate,
took issue with an elected official
using his position at a public meet-
ing to promote one candidate over
another. He further expressed his

disappointment that no one from
the governing body made an at-
tempt to stop him.

In other business, it was reported
that an event held earlier in the day
which made Covid-19 testing avail-
able to senior citizens had been a
success. The governing body con-
firmed that 135 tests were performed
in the community room of the
borough’s firehouse.

It was noted that another such
event would be held soon where a

Westfield Health Bd. Reviews Ways
To Promote Covid Guidelines Planning Bd. OKs Appeals,

Discusses Green Initiatives
By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Health met Monday and dis-
cussed methods to encourage people
to follow Covid-19 guidelines, the re-
opening of schools, preparations for
the Covid-19 vaccination and the up-
coming influenza season.

Regional Health Director Megan
Avallone said one of the board’s pri-
orities is getting people to adhere to
Covid-19 guidelines. She said the
board has brainstormed how to publi-
cize recommendations from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) in new and innovative
ways. She said she is “in early talks
with a social media superstar who has

millions of followers with the young
crowd” to make a video to attract
attention from young people.

Sharon Dorry, Roosevelt Interme-
diate School’s nurse, said that since
her middle schoolers came back to
school on September 10, they have
taken wearing masks and following
the guidelines set by the school seri-
ously. She said that children are seeing
teachers and their classmates follow
the rules, and that hopefully that expe-
rience will reinforce adherence out-
side of school.

“Kids are really happy to be in
school, too,” board member Andrea
Marcus, Ph.D., said. “So I don’t know
if that can be used like, ‘Know how
happy you are to be here...’”

“‘...So in order to stay here, this is
what you have to do,’” Ms. Dorry
finished.

Elizabeth Talmont, board member
and nurse practitioner, said the mes-
sages need to be positive and focused
on personal responsibility and keep-
ing each other safe.

“We know from other work in pub-
lic health that shaming and blaming is
not going to help young people,” she
said. “It’s about making it cool to
protect yourself and others. ...This is
tough, especially when it’s a long-term
thing and you may not see that many
people getting sick.”

Ms. Talmont connected the need for
positive reinforcement to the Westfield
Police Department’s recent initiative
to reward children who wear bike hel-
mets with free prizes and to hand out
helmets to children who are caught
riding without them.

The board of health also discussed
preparations for a Covid-19 vaccina-
tion. Ms. Avallone said she was ap-

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board approved two appli-
cations and discussed future endeav-
ors at its September 9 meeting.

The first of the approved applica-
tions regarded the John A. Pinto Fam-
ily Limited Partnership, located at
439 Central Avenue. The applicant
asked permission to expand the first
floor, which would cut into the gener-
ally necessary 20 parking spaces re-
quired by Section 17.02C7e of the
Land Use Ordinance. Instead, the lot
would have 10. The application was
approved after witnesses testified that
the limited number of parking spots
would have no adverse effects.

The second application, also ap-
proved, dealt with Lynn Mollicj and
Milton Spett, located at 904 Cranford
Avenue. The applicants sought ap-
proval to subdivide the property into
two lots. This action would contra-
dict the land use ordinance concern-
ing the square feet required for a
minimum lot area, lot depth and other
size issues.

The remainder of the meeting was
devoted to discussion of an ordinance
that would “require the completion
and submission of a green develop-
ment checklist as part of the applica-
tion for preliminary and final subdi-
visions and site plans.”

Applicants for preliminary and fi-
nal major subdivision; and site plan
approvals would complete a check-
list that highlights green development

design strategies for residential and
commercial development. For ex-
ample, one item on the list asks if the
building could be serviced by public
transportation. Other items look for
potential environmental effects and
water-reduction techniques.

The checklist would help the town
advocate for green building measures,
Town Planner Don Sammet said.
While completing the checklist would
be mandatory, the information would
be used for informational purposes
only, so compliance with the check-
list items “will not become a condi-
tion of approval,” the ordinance says.

Robert Newell, chairman of the
planning board, said the checklist will
“have our builders straighten up and
look at what’s really important for
Westfield.” Councilwoman Linda
Habgood mentioned that the check-
list will make people aware of what
they can do to make their buildings
more sustainable.

Board member Michael La Place
said the checklist will be a tool to
support other initiatives, such as the
historic preservation ordinance that
just passed the town council on Sep-
tember 8. Mr. La Place, who also is
the planning director in Princeton,
said Princeton’s adoption of a similar
ordinance has been successful.

“It seems to me that when appli-
cants look at this checklist, they say,
‘the closer we get to meeting all these
standards and goals, the better we’re
going to do in front of the board,’ and

Cranford BOE Praises
Staff for First Day

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The 2020-2021
school year “is off to a great start,”
said Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., at the September 14 hybrid
board of education meeting. Mr.
Rubin thanked and praised teachers,
custodians, administrators, all other
staff and parents for navigating this
“new educational paradigm.”

Mr. Rubin also thanked the part-
nerships that helped the schools open,
such as the Cranford Police Depart-
ment, Cranford Fire Department,
Office of Emergency Management,
Cranford Fund for Educational Ex-
cellence and others. “Cranford truly
is a collaborative community, and we
thank you for that partnership,” he
said.

Mr. Rubin also said he saw the
students’ “eyes smiling above their
masks” when he visited the schools
on the first day of in-person instruc-
tion. “Teachers were also happy to be
back and see the kids,” he continued.

“We can’t thank our teachers
enough,” said board member Maria
Loikith. Ms. Loikith also acknowl-
edged how difficult the beginning of
this year must have been for the teach-
ers and praised the district for open-
ing its doors. “The relief that those
students got today was worth it all.
They had human interaction, and they
were loved,” she said.

Cranford Education Association
President Rich Hurley said the staff
“is going above and beyond.”

“Without their hard work, we cer-
tainly wouldn’t be standing here to-
day,” he continued. While Mr. Hurley
acknowledged that there were some
glitches the first day and that the
technology can “be a bit cumber-
some,” overall everything went well.

“It is important that everyone be
reminded that teaching and learning
is going to happen in a whole new
way,” said Mr. Rubin. He asked for
the community’s understanding and
support as teachers work their way
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WHS Courtyard to Be Redesigned
In Memory of Dr. Derrick Nelson

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School courtyard will be rede-
signed in memory of the late princi-
pal Dr. Derrick Nelson. Dr. Nelson
passed away in April 2019 from com-
plications related to his donating bone
marrow to a teenage boy in France.

“Dr. Derrick Nelson was a commit-
ted educator in Westfield who under-
stood our students and was always a
role model for all of us,” said Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
during Tuesday’s virtual meeting.

Last year, the administration sur-

veyed the high-school students and
staff on how the district could honor
Dr. Nelson. “One suggestion that kept
on coming up focused on the court-
yard,” the superintendent said. Dr.
Nelson used to hold a welcome back
barbecue for the staff in the courtyard
as a “way to build camaraderie in a
large school with a large staff.”

Students remembered him joining
them during lunchtime there “as a
way to get to know” them, Dr. Dolan
said.

“We are envisioning a warm and
welcoming area where the school
community can gather, reflect, bond

and remember Derrick,” said archi-
tect George Duthie of Fraytak, Veisz,
Hopkins and Duthie, P.C.

A common area will be at the center
of the courtyard. This will be a space
with tables where students can eat or
work. The tables will be under a
canopy of blue and white shade sails
depicting Westfield’s school colors.

Also planned is a flat, grassy knoll
for students to gather in a less formal
setting, which could possibly be used
for an outdoor class. There addition-
ally will be a rain garden with an
overlook, which also will include seat-
ing. The rain garden, Mr. Duthie said,
“will be full of life.”

A separate, zen-style remembrance
garden will have benches, an over-
head pergola, a flagpole and a memo-
rial for Dr. Nelson. Mr. Duthie said
the memorial element has yet to be
decided.

Phase one of the project is sched-
uled to begin next week. Electrical
infrastructure will be laid out for light-
ing features throughout the courtyard,
as well as underground conduits for
future technology, according to Mr.
Duthie. The courtyard also will be
made more handicap accessible, with
barriers, such as stairs, being con-
verted to ramps.

Contractors will work from 1 p.m.
to 8 p.m. — after students leave for
the day — and on Wednesdays when
all high-school students are learning
virtually, according to Dana Sullivan,
Westfield Public Schools business
administrator. Ms. Sullivan said Phase
One of the project is expected to be
finished in mid-November. Phase
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WESTFIELD
Monday, September 7, a resident

of the 200 block of Clark Street
reported that while their motor ve-
hicle was parked in their driveway
and unlocked, an unknown suspect
entered it. The suspect rifled through
the vehicle, but the resident reported
no items were stolen. The suspect
then exited this vehicle and at-
tempted to enter another vehicle
that was parked in the driveway.
However, the suspect did not gain
entry to the second vehicle because
it was locked.

Monday, September 7, a resident
of the 700 block of West North Av-
enue reported that one or more un-
known suspects entered their motor
vehicle while it was parked and un-
locked in their driveway. The suspect
or suspects entered the vehicle and
removed the victim’s wallet from the
vehicle. The person or individuals
then used one or more credit cards
belonging to the victim to make
fraudulent purchases at a business in
a nearby jurisdiction. One of the
fraudulent purchases was approved
in an amount of over $300.

Tuesday, September 8, a resident
of the 100 block of Cowperthwaite
Place reported that their unlocked
motor vehicle was entered by one or
more unknown suspects while it was
parked in their detached garage, which
also was unlocked. The suspect or
suspects entered the vehicle and
searched the vehicle. However, the
victim reported that no items were
stolen from the vehicle.

Saturday, September 12, Tayla A.
Johnson, 21, of Orange was placed
under arrest in the area of South and
Central Avenues on charges of pos-
session of marijuana and possession
of prescription drugs without a pre-
scription pursuant to a motor vehicle
crash investigation. She was subse-
quently transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 8, Elvin N.

Soto, 33, of Newark was arrested on
an active warrant out of Scotch Plains.

Tuesday, September 8, Hurley A.

Jones, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia
during a motor vehicle stop. Jones
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Wednesday, September 9, numer-
ous motor vehicles were entered dur-
ing the overnight hours with items
stolen. The vehicles were parked on
Princeton Avenue, Lyde Place, Gales
Court, Jersey Avenue, Park View
Drive, New York Avenue, Mountain
View Avenue and Mountain Avenue.
A 2003 blue BMW also was stolen on
Park View Drive and was later recov-
ered in Newark. All of the incidents
are under investigation.

Wednesday, September 9, while
on patrol at approximately 11:16
p.m., a police officer witnessed a
2001 Dodge Ram van which was on
fire drive into the Lukoil gas station
located on Route 22 near Park Av-
enue. The driver exited the vehicle
and stated that there was no one else
in the vehicle. The Scotch Plains
Fire Department responded and ex-
tinguished the fire. EMS responded
to assess the driver, who was deter-
mined to be uninjured.

Thursday, September 10, the man-
agement at a Route 22 business re-
ported that a truck and a trailer were
rented and never returned. Both have
been entered as stolen. The matter is
under investigation.

Saturday, September 12, Jamal R.
Whitaker, 44, of Dunellen was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving under the
influence. Whitaker was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, September 13, Cedrick C.
Thomas, 32, of Irvington was arrested
on charges of eluding police with a
motor vehicle, possession of prohib-
ited fireworks, possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Police attempted to stop
Thomas for a motor vehicle violation
when he fled. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

***
Individuals named are presumed

innocent until proven guilty in a
court of law.

WF BOE Candidates
Night Planned

WESTFIELD -- The public is in-
vited to meet the candidates running
for the Westfield Board of Education
as the Parent Teacher Council (PTC)
holds a virtual Candidates Night on
Thursday, October 8, from 7:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. A link to the virtual
forum will be shared with the com-
munity in early October.

The evening will be moderated,
with candidates asked a variety of
questions to be gathered from the
public prior to the forum.

Questions may be submitted to
ptc@westfieldnjk12.org by Tuesday,
October 6.  More information on the
virtual forum and the candidates can
be found under the “Board” tab on the
district website,
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

 Photo courtesy of Chaz Eicke, Salad House of Westfield
THE GHOST OF RESTAURANTS PAST...While work was taking place in The
Salad House on Quimby last week, the windows steamed up, revealing the sign of
former long-time tenant Robert Treat Delicatessen. “The Treat,” as it was often
called, closed in January 2016 after 84 years in business.

DAR CONSTITUTION WEEK...Members of the Westfield Chapter of The
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) met with Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle at the Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve House, where she signed a
proclamation recognizing September 17 to 23 as Constitution Week. The Westfield
DAR Chapter also is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Mary Anne Healy-Rodriguez, chapter vice regent; Mayor
Brindle; Barbara Benko, chapter regent, and Lisa Kane, chapter registrar.

Garwood BOE Discusses
First Days of School

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Through a report
given by Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., audience
members participating in the Tues-
day Garwood Board of Education
meeting learned that the borough
had just successfully re-opened four
days ago.

In her address, she stated that 25
percent of students currently are full
at-home learners and that the other
75 percent are in a part-time, school-
based program.

Dr. Quigley stated that, so far, the
school being open has been success-
ful for both learning and for keeping
students and staff safe from Covid-
19. She noted that masks were worn
at all times within the school except
for gym time, snack time and sched-
uled mask-break times for younger
students.

The superintendent also said that
95 percent of those learning solely
from home reported that the remote-
learning experience has so far been
“positive, supportive and a success.”
She noted, however, that the school
year “is only four days in.”

Dr. Quigley further reported that
the Education Foundation of
Garwood awarded $600 for “things
teachers needed to protect from
Covid-19.”

It was stated that plexiglass was
installed in certain areas of the school
and that Chromebooks for the stu-
dents currently are being distributed.

In late August, it was noted that
teachers and students would adhere
to social distancing and mask wear-
ing as recommended by Governor
Phil Murphy’s office.

It also was noted that the school
will have a supply of face masks for
anyone in need of one.

According to information from the
State Department of Education, face
masks will be distributed daily to
those who need them and face masks
should be sanitized often.

It also was stated that parents are
asked to keep their children home if
they are sick and that students can
log on to participate in classroom
lessons virtually from home when
they are feeling sick if they so choose.

In addition, it was noted that water
fountains will not be in use and that
students are asked to bring their own
water and snacks to be eaten in the
classroom. It was further revealed
that Grab-and-Go lunches also will
be available but that they need to be
preordered.

It was further noted that the guide-
lines for the opening of school could
change at any time as new develop-
ments seem to be received on a con-
stant basis.

The next Garwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, October 5.
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First Day
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Green Initiatives

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
CLEAN UP CREW...Friends of Brightwood Park and concerned local residents
gather this past Saturday to help remove debris and the harmful Japanese
Knotweed, an invasive species that smothers plant life in the park. More than 40
people, including former Westfield Mayor Alex Williams, cleaned up for hours
while observing all social distancing and safety requirements. To get involved, visit
friendsofbrightwood.org.

through this very different year. “Now
more than ever, flexibility, patience
and understanding will serve as criti-
cal attributes for all,” he said.

The board approved 17 staff
changes for the 2020-2021 school
year at the meeting, re-appropriating
teachers to various positions in order
to meet the changing needs of the
hybrid model. “I certainly know it’s
not easy to change up everything
you’re doing as a teacher,” said board
member Nicole Sherrin-Kessler,
praising them for their flexibility.

A first reading of a refunding bond
ordinance also was approved at the
meeting. Business Administrator Rob-
ert Carfagno said, “We have one out-
standing debt issue” that will mature
in 2030. The bond’s maturity sched-
ule cannot be changed, but the inter-
est rate can be refinanced. Mr.
Carfagno said the district can refi-
nance this with a 7-percent minimum
savings, which is higher than the 3-
percent minimum required by the New
Jersey Department of Education. In
essence, the district will be “reselling
the outstanding debt at a lower inter-
est rate,” said Mr. Carfagno.

The savings from the refinance will
be a direct savings for the taxpayers,
according to Mr. Carfagno. Based on
current projections, Mr. Carfagno
said, the district would be able to save
$50,000 per year for the life of the
bond. There is a possibility that those
savings could be closer to $70,000 to
$80,000 per year, depending on the
market. Mr. Carfagno will continue
to speak to financial advisors and will
make a recommendation to the board
about the timing of refinancing at a
future meeting.

The next meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education will be at 7:30
p.m. on Monday, September 21.

that’s an incentive,” Mr. La Place
said.

Mr. Sammet said the checklist could
count toward a future Sustainable New
Jersey certification. Mayor Shelley
Brindle said the town was on track to
obtain a silver-level certification,
which would be the town’s first certi-
fication. She also said she saw the
ordinance as a statement of Westfield
values.

“Going forward, this is going to be
an expectation of our community,
which I think is a fantastic, fantastic
start and a stake in the ground,” Mayor
Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle also acknowledged
the Westfield Green Team and its
efforts in promoting sustainability in
Westfield. “I always tell folks we
have, like, the EPA in Westfield, for
better or worse,” she said. “They’re a
remarkably accomplished group of
dedicated folks.”

The board approved the ordinance
unanimously with a few minor
changes, specifying what complete
streets and charging vehicles are.

Ms. Habgood asked Mr. Sammet
what the next steps would be in terms
of enforcement of the ordinance. The
ordinance had its first reading at the
September 8 town council meeting,
so now that it has been approved by
the planning board, it will have a
second reading at the September 22
town council meeting. If approved, it
will “go into the books,” Mr. Sammet
said.

In terms of further steps, Mr.
Sammet said, he imagines the values

saliva test would be available. A
saliva test was not administered to
seniors because it sometimes is hard
for seniors to produce enough sa-
liva for the test, the council said.

Mayor Todisco stated there were
two more Covid-19 cases reported
in the borough in late August, bring-
ing the total number of Covid-19
cases in Garwood to 48. She also
said that two deaths had been re-
ported from Covid-19.

It was announced that there would
be an Outdoor Senior Walk on Sat-
urday, October 3, and that all par-
ticipants will receive a safety vest.
Water will be provided.

In addition, it was announced that
Garwood was sending all its resi-
dents a full Fall recreation brochure.
The brochure is posted on the
website as well.

The next Garwood Borough
Council meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, September 24, at 7:15
p.m. A resolution honoring long-
time Department of Public Works
employee Richard Burns will be
read at the next meeting, as he will
be retiring. Instructions for resi-
dents on how to view the meeting or
call into the meeting can be found
on the borough’s website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Allegations

Two, which is still in the planning
stages, is projected to be completed
in the summer of 2021.

In addition to being utilized
throughout the school day, the court-
yard will host evening events and
possibly more barbecues, said Mr.
Duthie. Ms. Sullivan said that there
will eventually be an unveiling cer-
emony but that no details are planned
yet.

Many board members praised the
plans. Amy Root, board of education
vice-president, called it “a hidden
gem inside the school.”

“Not only is this a memorial to
Derrick in a place that he loved, but
it’s also a great addition to our school,”
added Board President Peggy Oster.

Superintendent Dolan announced
that Patricia Merlo, a former first-
grade teacher from Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, died earlier this week
from a non-Covid-19 related illness.

“Trish was the first-grade teacher
you would want your child to have,”
the superintendent said. “She deserves
to be remembered for years for all the
lives that she’s touched.”

The next board of education meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, October 6.
Ms. Oster said that the time and loca-
tion for the meeting are still being
determined.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Nelson

of this checklist will be translated
into future redevelopment plans as
required signed items. The board
brainstormed manners to encourage
developers to use green building prac-
tices, such as density bonuses, but
Mr. Sammet said the group will need
to figure out which incentives will
work best for Westfield.

Mayor Brindle asked when the plan-
ning board will get the resolution,
approved at the September 9 town
council meeting, that would declare
the entire Town of Westfield as an
area in need of redevelopment. Mr.
Sammet said the board will address
the resolution at its next meeting at 7
p.m. on Monday, October 5.

pointed as the local department lead to
the New Jersey Department of Health
Covid-19 Vaccination Taskforce. She
said the department is looking to “start
mass vaccination clinics for the public
this winter.” She said that all other
guidelines, like mask-wearing, social
distancing and contact tracing, must
continue, but that “the good news is,
although it’s a bit away, we really,
finally see a light at the end of the
tunnel.”

The actual logistics of getting the
public vaccinated, however, will be
“quite, quite an undertaking,” she said.
According to Ms. Avallone, the vac-
cines in trials now all require two
doses either 21 or 28 days apart and
the second dose must be the same
brand as the first. Some of the trial
vaccines must be stored frozen or at
sub-zero temperatures, she added,
which is a challenge because many
healthcare providers do not have the
ability to store such vaccines. Further-
more, because of restrictions in gath-
ering sizes, the vaccinations will prob-
ably need to be by appointment or by
drive-through. These caveats, she said,
make it difficult to get people vacci-
nated quickly, “but we will find a way
to get it done.”

In other vaccination news, the board

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Covid Guidelines
of health is rolling out its influenza
vaccination campaign, “Be seen by
Halloween.” The board is encourag-
ing residents to get their vaccinations
by Halloween to prevent getting the
flu and potentially putting further strain
on the healthcare system. The board
reminded the public that there are walk-
in appointments available for the un-
der- or un-insured and home visits for
those who cannot come to a clinic to
get their vaccinations.

Larry Budnick, president of the
Westfield Board of Health, brought up
a concern about misinformation being
shared with the public through Letters
to the Editor in local newspapers. He
asked the board what his or the board’s
response should be to misinformation.

Ms. Talmont said they should speak
with the editors of the newspapers, as
they “are ultimately responsible for
the review of those letters.”

“Either that or you’re going to be
writing responses to letters to the edi-
tor all the time,” she continued. “I
don’t know what else we can do.”

The board reviewed one resolution,
Resolution 10-2020, to grant stipends
to Ms. Avallone; Bridget Colendenski,
public health nurse; Helen Mendez,
principal health inspector, and Laure
Scanlon, public health nursing super-
visor. Because they are not in a union,
Ms. Avallone explained, they are not
entitled to overtime pay. But, she said,
they have worked seven days a week
since the pandemic began in mid-
March, so the stipend will compensate
them for some of their extra hours. The
New Jersey Department of Health con-
siders these stipends an allowable ex-
pense, so the money will not come out
of the town’s budget. The resolution
passed unanimously.

The next board of health meeting
will take place at 5 p.m. on Monday,
October 5.
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Parents Raise Multiple Concerns at
Special Meeting of the SP-F BOE

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A special
virtual meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education was
held last Thursday to give updates on
the school’s reopening plan.

“As Superintendent, it is my job to
provide the basic health and well-
being of all of our students and staff,”
said Superintendent Joan Mast, Ed.D.,
acknowledging the challenges the all-
remote model presents for teachers,
students and parents. An official safety
review of the district’s ventilation
systems currently is underway. EI

Associates, an architecture and engi-
neering firm, is conducting the room-
by-room evaluation. Later in the
evening, the board approved Envi-
ronmental Services Corporation to
test air quality at a cost of $12,500.
Dr. Mast said that while she hopes to
have more information at the Wednes-
day, September 30 board meeting,
she will not have a timeline for a
hybrid reopening until all of the re-
sults are in.

Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School juniors joined the meeting to
discuss their recently-launched
podcasts in which Dr. Mast was a

guest. Matt Levine and Noah Levy
invited her to discuss the reopening
details on their podcast, “Matt Levine
My Generation,” in which they cover
topics ranging from sports to politics.
Dr. Mast was interviewed by Elina
Puri for her “Ladies First” podcast, in
which Ms. Puri invites “really amaz-
ing women” from a wide range of
professions to tell their stories and
give advice to the younger genera-
tion. All three students said the pan-
demic gave them the time to create
and launch their projects. Both
podcasts are available on a variety of
streaming services, like Google
Podcast and Spotify.

Residents called in to the meeting
with a wide range of concerns regard-
ing equity. Three parents discussed
difficulties involving “pay-to-play”
sports, specifically girls’ field hockey.
Multiple callers said the cost was
prohibitive for some families and
therefore limiting the pool of ath-
letes. At the time, the parents were
told they had to pay the full amount
for a shortened season “that may never
come to fruition,” said parent Michael
Novello. In a phone call to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Business
Administrator Deborah Saridaki said
the district would hold a meeting with
the parents in the next week.

While sports are allowed to pro-
ceed this fall, marching band parent
Mary Ducran said the band was put
on an indefinite delay. Ms. Ducran
said that other districts, like Glen
Ridge, are having practice with re-
strictions similar to those set for ath-
letics. She urged the district to “allow
our band directors to get creative and
give our band the same consideration
and support given to athletics.”

The board also approved an Equity
and Wellness committee at the meet-
ing. Multiple residents called in and

Downtown Plans Could Be
Unveiled Next Month

Land-Use Boards Resume
Business After August Break

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
redevelopment officials resumed their
public meetings last week — their
first since March — and Mayor
Alexander Smith expressed his hope
that the full plan for redevelopment
of the public properties in the down-
town can be unveiled as soon as next
month.

Despite the lack of public sessions
due to the pandemic shutdown, the
mayor said last Wednesday that “much
activity” has been taking place be-

tween the township planners and the
redevelopers, Advance Realty and
PS&S Engineering. And a few clues
to what may unfold in the downtown
were shown at the redevelopment
committee’s meeting, including
sketches of what a new library may
look like and where it would be situ-
ated as well as a concept sketch of a
possible residential development on
East Second Street.

Redevelopment coordinator Tho-
mas Strowe, calling a new library “a
very important focal point” of a re-
vamped downtown, showed a few

depictions of a new $12-million,
multi-story library that would be
25,000 square feet in size, almost
twice as large as the existing library.
A grant has been submitted to the
State Library Board for half of the
$12-million construction costs, and
Mr. Strowe said he expects to hear
whether the grant has been approved
or not by the end of the month with
final approval by year’s end.

“Our library is shot,” Mayor Smith
said, referring to the current facility
that was opened in 1968. “We’ve
been putting band-aids on it to keep it
going.” A new library would be lo-
cated along Bartle Avenue on what
currently is the southern half of the
municipal parking lot. Mr. Strowe
said the plan is to have, besides books
and other periodicals, multi-purpose
rooms, community spaces, computer
labs, study rooms, space for art shows,
teen rooms and senior rooms. It also
is hoped that the section of Bartle
Avenue between Park Avenue and
Forest Road can be closed to vehicles
and a public plaza be developed with
room for art exhibits and other activi-
ties.

He added that the new library would
be situated close to existing and new
businesses in the years ahead and said
studies have shown that proximity to
a library boosts spending at nearby
businesses. “As an economic devel-
opment tool, libraries are very key to

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two
land-use boards resumed business this
month after a break in August, but
agendas were light.

Last Thursday, the zoning board of
adjustment approved an application
by Michael Miller to install a six-foot
wooden picket fence around his home
at 44 Fieldcrest Drive, where he re-
sides with his wife and 18-month-old
child. The property sits at the corner
of Hetfield Avenue. Mr. Miller told
the board he did not think the fence,

which will not extend to the property
line, would have an impact on driv-
ers’ sight lines at the intersection.
Board member Craig Peskin noted
that the property was “unique” and
also expressed his satisfaction that
the fence would be picket-style, not
solid white clapboard.

On Monday, the planning board
had no applications on its agenda but
did meet in executive session to dis-
cuss a lawsuit filed against the board,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and the township by sev-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW WE REMEMBER...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith spoke to several dozen township first responders and
residents at last Friday's ceremony to remember the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARK INVADERS...Friends of Brightwood Park and concerned local residents
get a lesson on removing Japanese Knotweed, an invasive species that smothers
plant life in the park.  Everyone worked hard removing the weed and other debris
for hours, while all social-distancing and safety requirements were upheld. To get
involved, visit friendsofbrightwood.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIGHT OF REMEMBRANCE...Boy Scouts of Troop 80 light candles for the
victims at the Cranford September 11th Memorial Service on September 11, 2020.

 Photo courtesy of Chaz Eicke, Salad House of Westfield
THE GHOST OF RESTAURANTS PAST...While work was taking place in The
Salad House on Quimby last week, the windows steamed up, revealing the sign of
former long-time tenant Robert Treat Delicatessen. “The Treat,” as it was often
called, closed in January 2016 after 84 years in business.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Virtual Sessions Looking Like
The Norm for Municipal Courts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Virtual mu-
nicipal court proceedings look in-
creasingly to be the way the legal
process will conduct business in the
future.

Municipal Court Judge Kelly Wa-
ters spoke to the township council
at its meeting Tuesday about the
operations of the court in the six
months since on-site municipal
court sessions ended and virtual
court sessions began. Since then,
she said, 571 cases have been com-
pleted and in-person trials, if re-
quested, can resume sometime in
mid-October to early November
utilizing Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) health
and safety guidelines.

She said the virtual court sessions
will likely be a way of life moving
forward, saying that the state is push-
ing the concept. That comment led
Mayor Alexander Smith to note that
many of the parking spaces in the
existing township lot adjacent to
the municipal building are used by
those attending court sessions, so
virtual court sessions will result in
far fewer parking spaces being
needed at a future site of the mu-
nicipal building and the municipal
court.

Township resident Malcolm
Nettingham, a member of the famed
Tuskegee Airmen in World War II,
died on Monday, September 14, at
age 101. Mayor Smith spoke for
several minutes about Mr.
Nettingham, saying that “longevity
is not his major accomplishment.”
He outlined Mr. Nettingham’s bi-
ography and his barrier-breaking
military career, which led to him

being awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal. Mr. Nettingham moved
to Scotch Plains in 1923 and was a
1936 graduate of the high school.
The mayor said township flags will
be lowered to half-mast until Thurs-
day, October 1, Mr. Nettingham’s
birthday. His “patriotism and dedi-
cated service,” the mayor said,
“made him a hero and a role model.”

Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler
suggested naming a street in his
honor, and Councilman Roshan
White saluted Mr. Nettingham’s role
in the desegregation of the military
and how it allowed him to serve.

The council approved two park-
ing ordinances, one of which re-
stricts parking on a portion of
Goodman’s Crossing and the other
restricting parking on Westfield
Road between Route 22 and Valley
Road.

Councilman White spoke about
the just-completed listening tour
held by the Truth, Racial Healing
and Transformation Committee. He
said the committee will discuss and
assess the data and information col-
lected over the past few months and
then issue a report with recommen-
dations. The committee was formed
early last year by the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood governing bodies
along with the board of education,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium and Social Justice
Matters in the wake of several ra-
cial incidents at the high school and
elsewhere. The committee is seek-
ing ways to improve relations and
lessen tensions among students as
well as between the community and
the police departments. Mayor
Smith called the listening tour “pow-
erful.”

Valerie Aguirre was sworn in as
the newest police officer, which
brings the police department up to
full strength, according to the mayor.
Dan Sullivan, a Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad member, was recognized
by the council for his 50th anniver-
sary of service with the squad. The
Raiders Championship baseball 10-
U, 11-U and 13-U teams also were
honored for their triumphs in the
summer league. Additionally, town-
ship residents Kristy and Daniel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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WESTFIELD
Monday, September 7, a resident

of the 200 block of Clark Street re-
ported that while their motor vehicle
was parked in their driveway and
unlocked, an unknown suspect en-
tered it. The suspect rifled through
the vehicle, but the resident reported
no items were stolen. The suspect
then exited this vehicle and attempted
to enter another vehicle that was
parked in the driveway. However, the
suspect did not gain entry to the sec-
ond vehicle because it was locked.

Monday, September 7, a resident
of the 700 block of West North
Avenue reported that one or more
unknown suspects entered their
motor vehicle while it was parked
and unlocked in their driveway. The
suspect or suspects entered the ve-
hicle and removed the victim’s wal-
let from the vehicle. The person or
individuals then used one or more
credit cards belonging to the victim
to make fraudulent purchases at a
business in a nearby jurisdiction.
One of the fraudulent purchases was
approved in an amount of over $300.

Tuesday, September 8, a resident
of the 100 block of Cowperthwaite
Place reported that their unlocked
motor vehicle was entered by one or
more unknown suspects while it was
parked in their detached garage, which
also was unlocked. The suspect or
suspects entered the vehicle and
searched the vehicle. However, the
victim reported that no items were
stolen from the vehicle.

Saturday, September 12, Tayla A.
Johnson, 21, of Orange was placed
under arrest in the area of South and
Central Avenues on charges of pos-
session of marijuana and possession
of prescription drugs without a pre-
scription pursuant to a motor vehicle
crash investigation. She was subse-
quently transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 8, Elvin N.

Soto, 33, of Newark was arrested on
an active warrant out of Scotch Plains.

Tuesday, September 8, Hurley A.
Jones, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia
during a motor vehicle stop. Jones
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Wednesday, September 9, numer-
ous motor vehicles were entered dur-
ing the overnight hours with items
stolen. The vehicles were parked on
Princeton Avenue, Lyde Place, Gales
Court, Jersey Avenue, Park View

Drive, New York Avenue, Mountain
View Avenue and Mountain Avenue.
A 2003 blue BMW also was stolen on
Park View Drive and was later recov-
ered in Newark. All of the incidents
are under investigation.

Wednesday, September 9, while on
patrol at approximately 11:16 p.m., a
police officer witnessed a 2001 Dodge
Ram van which was on fire drive into
the Lukoil gas station located on Route
22 near Park Avenue. The driver ex-
ited the vehicle and stated that there
was no one else in the vehicle. The
Scotch Plains Fire Department re-
sponded and extinguished the fire.
EMS responded to assess the driver,
who was determined to be uninjured.

Thursday, September 10, the man-
agement at a Route 22 business re-
ported that a truck and a trailer were
rented and never returned. Both have
been entered as stolen. The matter is
under investigation.

Saturday, September 12, Jamal
R. Whitaker, 44, of Dunellen was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving under the
influence. Whitaker was transported
to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Sunday, September 13, Cedrick C.
Thomas, 32, of Irvington was arrested
on charges of eluding police with a
motor vehicle, possession of prohib-
ited fireworks, possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Police attempted to stop
Thomas for a motor vehicle violation
when he fled. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

***
Individuals named are presumed

innocent until proven guilty in a
court of law.

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

DAR CONSTITUTION WEEK...Members of the Westfield Chapter of The
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) met with Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle at the Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve House, where she signed a
proclamation recognizing September 17 to 23 as Constitution Week. The Westfield
DAR Chapter also is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Mary Anne Healy-Rodriguez, chapter vice regent; Mayor
Brindle; Barbara Benko, chapter regent, and Lisa Kane, chapter registrar.

Ken Zierler forThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARCHING IN REMEMBRANCE...Officer Patrick Carey plays bagpipes as he
leads the Westfield Fire Department toward the September 11th Memorial Park
this past Friday. Over 100 local residents and dignitaries attended the solemn 9/
11 ceremony in support of those who were lost and their families.

Regional Health Board Eyes
Covid Guideline Promotions

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Board of Health met Mon-
day and discussed methods to en-
courage people to follow Covid-19
guidelines, the reopening of schools,
preparations for the Covid-19 vacci-
nation and the upcoming influenza
season.

Regional Health Director Megan
Avallone said one of the board’s
priorities is getting people to adhere
to Covid-19 guidelines. She said the
board has brainstormed how to pub-
licize recommendations from the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) in new and innova-
tive ways. She said she is “in early
talks with a social media superstar
who has millions of followers with
the young crowd” to make a video to
attract attention from young people.

Sharon Dorry, Roosevelt Interme-
diate School’s nurse, said that since
her middle schoolers came back to
school on September 10, they have
taken wearing masks and following
the guidelines set by the school seri-
ously. She said that children are see-
ing teachers and their classmates fol-
low the rules, and that hopefully that
experience will reinforce adherence
outside of school.

“Kids are really happy to be in
school, too,” board member Andrea
Marcus, Ph.D., said. “So I don’t know
if that can be used like, ‘Know how
happy you are to be here...’”

“‘...So in order to stay here, this is
what you have to do,’” Ms. Dorry
finished.

Elizabeth Talmont, board mem-
ber and nurse practitioner, said the
messages need to be positive and
focused on personal responsibility
and keeping each other safe.

“We know from other work in pub-
lic health that shaming and blaming
is not going to help young people,”
she said. “It’s about making it cool to
protect yourself and others. ...This is
tough, especially when it’s a long-
term thing and you may not see that
many people getting sick.”

Ms. Talmont connected the need
for positive reinforcement to the
Westfield Police Department’s re-
cent initiative to reward children who
wear bike helmets with free prizes
and to hand out helmets to children
who are caught riding without them.

The board of health also discussed
preparations for a Covid-19 vaccina-
tion. Ms. Avallone said she was ap-
pointed as the local department lead
to the New Jersey Department of
Health Covid-19 Vaccination
Taskforce. She said the department is
looking to “start mass vaccination
clinics for the public this winter.” She
said that all other guidelines, like
mask-wearing, social distancing and
contact tracing, must continue, but
that “the good news is, although it’s a
bit away, we really, finally see a light
at the end of the tunnel.”

The actual logistics of getting the
public vaccinated, however, will be
“quite, quite an undertaking,” she
said. According to Ms. Avallone, the
vaccines in trials now all require two
doses either 21 or 28 days apart and
the second dose must be the same
brand as the first. Some of the trial
vaccines must be stored frozen or at
sub-zero temperatures, she added,
which is a challenge because many
healthcare providers do not have the
ability to store such vaccines. Fur-
thermore, because of restrictions in
gathering sizes, the vaccinations will
probably need to be by appointment
or by drive-through. These caveats,
she said, make it difficult to get
people vaccinated quickly, “but we
will find a way to get it done.”

In other vaccination news, the
board of health is rolling out its in-
fluenza vaccination campaign, “Be
seen by Halloween.” The board is
encouraging residents to get their
vaccinations by Halloween to pre-
vent getting the flu and potentially
putting further strain on the

healthcare system. The board re-
minded the public that there are walk-
in appointments available for the
under- or un-insured and home visits
for those who cannot come to a clinic
to get their vaccinations.

Larry Budnick, president of the
Westfield Board of Health, brought
up a concern about misinformation
being shared with the public through
Letters to the Editor in local newspa-
pers. He asked the board what his or
the board’s response should be to
misinformation.

Ms. Talmont said they should
speak with the editors of the newspa-
pers, as they “are ultimately respon-
sible for the review of those letters.”

“Either that or you’re going to be
writing responses to letters to the
editor all the time,” she continued. “I
don’t know what else we can do.”

The board reviewed one resolu-
tion, Resolution 10-2020, to grant
stipends to Ms. Avallone; Bridget
Colendenski, public health nurse;
Helen Mendez, principal health in-
spector, and Laure Scanlon, public
health nursing supervisor. Because
they are not in a union, Ms. Avallone
explained, they are not entitled to
overtime pay. But, she said, they
have worked seven days a week since
the pandemic began in mid-March,
so the stipend will compensate them
for some of their extra hours. The
New Jersey Department of Health
considers these stipends an allow-
able expense, so the money will not
come out of the town’s budget. The
resolution passed unanimously.

The next board of health meeting
will take place at 5 p.m. on Monday,
October 5.
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Downtown
successful downtowns,” he said.

Another conceptual sketch unveiled
last week showed a plan for a three-
story, mixed-use development on East
Second Street near the downtown.
Last month, the township council
approved a series of ordinances to put
overlay zones on stretches of proper-
ties in the seven phases slated for
development, including East Second
Street. An overlay zone is essentially
a zone on top of a zone, in effect
adding a second zone to an existing
one that will allow a developer to
build on a property that may not be
designated for, say, multi-unit hous-
ing, as is the case with the sketch
displayed last week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Land Use
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SP-F BOE
thanked the board for its recent ef-
forts to address diversity and social
justice. Laura Melendez-Bailey
thanked the board for developing a
more diverse curriculum so students
can see themselves represented.

Parent Amanda Hudes questioned
the equity of an all-virtual approach
since some parents have chosen to
put their students in private schools
that are employing hybrid models.
Ms. Hudes also suggested the district
follow surrounding towns in looking
for solutions for the HVAC issues to
open school, pointing to Westfield’s
recent purchase of bipolar ionization
units.

Terrill Middle School teacher and
district parent Matt Giannacio said
that from his perspective as an educa-
tor, the all-remote model is the best
choice because “every student is get-
ting the same opportunity to learn at
the same time,” as opposed to hybrid
plans that use a cohort model. “This
situation is not easy for anybody,” he
said. “We all need to start working
together,” he continued, saying the
community’s focus should be on help-
ing the children move forward.

eral residents contesting the installa-
tion of lights at the high-school ath-
letic fields.

James Halpin, Kevin McSherry and
John Lucey filed their suit last month,
asserting that the board had “thumbed
its nose” at neighborhood residents
and had begun construction of the
lights without obtaining the neces-
sary permits while “jeopardizing and
irreparably harming the health, safety
and welfare of the surrounding neigh-
borhood.” Superior Court Judge
Karen Cassidy ordered a halt to use of
the lights until a court could rule on
the lawsuit itself.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Virtual Ct.
Richardson were saluted for their
life-saving efforts while visiting
Byram Township in Sussex County.
Councilwoman Stamler read a proc-
lamation declaring September as
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.

Garwood Council Discusses
Allegations Against Candidate

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Last Thursday
evening, members of the Garwood
Borough Council met to discuss
agenda items for the borough, yet
local and national politics became
topics of conversation.

Discussion over current Garwood
Republican candidate Jesse Wilson
filtered into the meeting without men-
tion of his name.

An article published last week in
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
noted Mr. Wilson’s social media
posts and the accusations of bigotry
by social media users and Garwood
politicians.

In the article, Mr. Wilson denied
being racist or homophobic and
stated that he would take legal action
against people making such allega-
tions.

In the article, writer Lauren Barr
quoted him as saying that his girl-
friend is a woman of color and that
the racist allegations have put stress
on his four- or five-month-old rela-
tionship. In addition, in the article,
Mr. Wilson said that he is not ho-
mophobic and that he stands against
the sexualizing of children in any
way. He said, “Kids don’t need to
learn homosexual history, and young
girls shouldn’t be losing scholarships
to transgender boys.”

Council members discussed some
of the posts they have seen by Mr.
Wilson in public forums through so-
cial media and stated that they
thought the posts were not appropri-
ate for a candidate running for pub-
lic office.

Mayor Sara Todisco stated that
she will always take a stand against
racism, bigotry, homophobia, anti-
Semitism and any other form of hate
that she encounters.

Additionally, Councilman Mike
Ince addressed the audience to en-
dorse and promote Democratic Presi-
dential candidate Joe Biden.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bruce Paterson,
who did not promote a candidate,
took issue with an elected official
using his position at a public meet-
ing to promote one candidate over
another. He further expressed his
disappointment that no one from the
governing body made an attempt to
stop him.

In other business, it was reported
that an event held earlier in the day
which made Covid-19 testing avail-
able to senior citizens had been a
success. The governing body con-
firmed that 135 tests were performed
in the community room of the
borough’s firehouse.

It was noted that another such event
would be held soon where a saliva
test would be available. A saliva test
was not administered to seniors be-
cause it sometimes is hard for se-
niors to produce enough saliva for
the test, the council said.

Mayor Todisco stated there were
two more Covid-19 cases reported
in the borough in late August, bring-
ing the total number of Covid-19
cases in Garwood to 48. She also
said that two deaths had been re-
ported from Covid-19.

It was announced that there would
be an Outdoor Senior Walk on Satur-
day, October 3, and that all partici-
pants will receive a safety vest. Wa-
ter will be provided.

In addition, it was announced that
Garwood was sending all its resi-
dents a full Fall recreation brochure.
The brochure is posted on the website
as well.

The next Garwood Borough Coun-
cil meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
September 24, at 7:15 p.m. A resolu-
tion honoring longtime Department of
Public Works employee Richard Burns
will be read at the next meeting, as he
will be retiring. Instructions for resi-
dents on how to view the meeting or
call into the meeting can be found on
the borough’s website.

Cranford BOE Praises
Staff for First Day

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The 2020-2021
school year “is off to a great start,”
said Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., at the September 14 hybrid
board of education meeting. Mr.
Rubin thanked and praised teachers,
custodians, administrators, all other
staff and parents for navigating this
“new educational paradigm.”

Mr. Rubin also thanked the part-
nerships that helped the schools open,
such as the Cranford Police Depart-
ment, Cranford Fire Department,
Office of Emergency Management,
Cranford Fund for Educational Ex-
cellence and others. “Cranford truly
is a collaborative community, and we
thank you for that partnership,” he
said.

Mr. Rubin also said he saw the
students’ “eyes smiling above their
masks” when he visited the schools
on the first day of in-person instruc-
tion. “Teachers were also happy to be
back and see the kids,” he continued.

“We can’t thank our teachers
enough,” said board member Maria
Loikith. Ms. Loikith also acknowl-
edged how difficult the beginning of
this year must have been for the teach-
ers and praised the district for open-
ing its doors. “The relief that those
students got today was worth it all.
They had human interaction, and they
were loved,” she said.

Cranford Education Association
President Rich Hurley said the staff
“is going above and beyond.”

“Without their hard work, we cer-
tainly wouldn’t be standing here to-
day,” he continued. While Mr. Hurley
acknowledged that there were some
glitches the first day and that the
technology can “be a bit cumber-
some,” overall everything went well.

“It is important that everyone be
reminded that teaching and learning
is going to happen in a whole new

way,” said Mr. Rubin. He asked for
the community’s understanding and
support as teachers work their way
through this very different year. “Now
more than ever, flexibility, patience
and understanding will serve as criti-
cal attributes for all,” he said.

The board approved 17 staff
changes for the 2020-2021 school
year at the meeting, re-appropriating
teachers to various positions in order
to meet the changing needs of the
hybrid model. “I certainly know it’s
not easy to change up everything
you’re doing as a teacher,” said board
member Nicole Sherrin-Kessler,
praising them for their flexibility.

A first reading of a refunding bond
ordinance also was approved at the
meeting. Business Administrator Rob-
ert Carfagno said, “We have one out-
standing debt issue” that will mature
in 2030. The bond’s maturity sched-
ule cannot be changed, but the inter-
est rate can be refinanced. Mr.
Carfagno said the district can refi-
nance this with a 7-percent minimum
savings, which is higher than the 3-
percent minimum required by the New
Jersey Department of Education. In
essence, the district will be “reselling
the outstanding debt at a lower inter-
est rate,” said Mr. Carfagno.

The savings from the refinance will
be a direct savings for the taxpayers,
according to Mr. Carfagno. Based on
current projections, Mr. Carfagno
said, the district would be able to save
$50,000 per year for the life of the
bond. There is a possibility that those
savings could be closer to $70,000 to
$80,000 per year, depending on the
market. Mr. Carfagno will continue
to speak to financial advisors and will
make a recommendation to the board
about the timing of refinancing at a
future meeting.

The next meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education will be at 7:30
p.m. on Monday, September 21.
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

New Construction Official
Joins Westfield Employees

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield recently hired a new con-
struction official, Frank Vuoso. Mr.
Vuoso started in the position Febru-
ary 24 after a 19-year post as the
director of community development
in Somerville. He said he has been in
government since 1994.

Mr. Vuoso said his new role as
construction official is basically act-
ing as the general manager of the
Westfield building department. Once
a resident seeks to complete a project
and receives a rezoning review, he or
she applies to the building depart-
ment for approval for what he or she
is building, Mr. Vuoso said. The de-
partment also issues permits for plan-
ning reviews and does inspections.
Mr. Vuoso said he was drawn to the
position because he knew Westfield
has proactive redevelopment plans
and is active with residential con-
struction.

“I knew they were a busy depart-
ment and I was looking for a little bit
of a change,” he told The Westfield
Leader.

Mr. Vuoso said the building de-
partment, like the zoning department,
has been kept busy with residents
interested in renovating and incorpo-
rating additions to their homes during
the Covid-19 pandemic. He said there
has not been one large project for the
department to focus on, but rather
many smaller projects.

He said his department, which he
joined two weeks before Governor
Phil Murphy declared a state of emer-
gency due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
never technically closed during the
shutdown, as “everybody was con-

sidered essential.” Mr. Vuoso said
that certain construction work, like a
single-family home being remodeled,
was necessary to continue so people
would have a finished house to live
in.

Mr. Vuoso said the department had
to pivot, though, to safely provide its
regular services. He said the depart-
ment members worked from home
when possible, administered inspec-
tions in unoccupied homes and con-
ducted virtual inspections via photos
and videos. He did note that the de-
partment is a bit behind on “num-
bers” (permit volume, inspection vol-
ume and revenue) but that it is quickly
catching up.

“It’s just keeping up with the needs
of the community,” he said.
“Westfield, having a lot of residential
construction happening, didn’t really
see too much of a slowdown in terms
of the executive order...We had to
keep things moving.”

Lyndsay Knight Hired as
New Westfield Zoning Official

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader  and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield recently hired Lyndsay
Knight as its new zoning official
following the retirement of Kathleen
Neville.

Ms. Knight describes her job as an
“in-town translator” for residents in
regard to zoning ordinances. She said
her department reviews requests from
residents to build structures as big as
single-family homes and as minor as
pools. If the request is not in line
with the land-use ordinances, her
department sends it to the board of
adjustment for further review.

Ms. Knight, who started her job
the first week of July, previously
worked for the New Jersey Sports
and Exposition Authority as a senior
planner. There, she worked with 13
municipalities in two counties. She
said the work was more commercial
and industrial.

One thing she said she liked about
her new job is that she can focus on
just one town, Westfield, and its resi-
dents. At her old job, she mainly
spoke with representatives from big
companies like Macy’s, Amazon and
UPS. Now, her communication is
mostly with residents, something Ms.
Knight said she enjoys more.

She said residents have been par-
ticularly interested in the new his-
toric preservation ordinance pro-
posed by the town council. The dis-
cussion about the need for an up-
dated ordinance began before Ms.
Knight started her job as zoning of-
ficial. But she said her department
has heard from many residents who
have concerns about how the ordi-
nance, if passed, could affect them

and their properties.
Ms. Knight said the zoning

department’s role in the ordinance
mainly involves demolitions. The
ordinance’s goal, in part, is to pre-
vent the demolition of homes that
are potentially historically signifi-
cant.

“We revised our ordinance to take
into consideration homes that have
either been identified as historically
significant or have been built before
1930,” she said. “We do an extra
review just to see if there is any kind
of significance before the home is
demolished.”

She said the Historic Preservation
Commission has a list of criteria,
available online, that homes must
meet to be designated.

“It comes off a lot more alarming
than it potentially is,” Ms. Knight
said. “I think it’s important that
there’s transparency and that people
have an understanding of it.”

Other than answering questions
about the proposed ordinance, Ms.
Knight said the department has been
busy during the Covid-19 pandemic.
She said there has been an influx of
applications and reviews, mainly for
pools and outdoor spaces like kitchens
and fireplaces, during the shutdown.

“We think that a lot of people
potentially weren’t able to, especially
at the beginning, maybe sign up for
the pool or go on vacation,” Ms.
Knight said. “But they had plans, so
then they used this time to possibly
do renovations to their homes or
make changes to their homes be-
cause they’ve been sitting in them.”

Ms. Knight said much of her job
involves fielding questions from resi-
dents regarding what they can build.
She said she is there to provide clari-
fication to residents.

“We’re here as a resource for
people in the community for ques-
tions and clarification,” Ms. Knight
said. “Our duty is to help
out...Sometimes being a public em-
ployee, we get a bad rep, but we’re
here as a resource.”
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TOWN

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Fanwood

Fanwood

Fanwood

Mountainside

Mountainside

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

ADDRESS

3 JOHNSON AVE

727 GALLOWS HILL RD

302 STOUGHTON AVE

103 THOMAS ST

31 LA GRANDE AVE

49 WALDON RD

98 CORIELL AVE

382 CREEK BED RD

1331 SUMMIT LANE

37 EASTHAM VLG

24 EASTHAM VLG

334 PARK VIEW DR

1708 KING ST

362 WESTFIELD RD

14 WEDGEWOOD WAY

1561 COOPER RD

524 W BROAD ST

419 CAYUGA WAY

52 SUMMIT CT

924 BROWN AVE

938 WILLOW GROVE RD

627 SUMMIT AVE

33 GALLOWAE

304 ROANOKE RD

550 ARLINGTON AVE

SALE PRICE

$440,000

$589,000

$634,000

$710,000

$330,000

$410,000

$615,000

$847,500

$943,000

$328,000

$370,000

$500,000

$553,000

$675,000

$890,000

$950,000

$300,000

$665,000

$710,000

$655,000

$820,000

$867,000

$999,500

$999,900

$1,265,000

*Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 9/06/20 thru 9/13/20 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/

agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact Susan

Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE. Home is one of the most important and significant

purchases and sales you will make in your lifetime. It’s important to stay informed. If you are thinking

about a MOVE now is the time to prepare. CALL me, the time is now susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com      www.NJHomeShowcase.com     www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

25 Homes Sold Sept 6 thru Sept 13, 2020 in Cranford,

Garwood, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD EXTENSION

The Township of Cranford has extended
a Contract Award to provide winterizing
and start-up of the Centennial Avenue
Outdoor Pools and Orange Avenue Out-
door Pool for the 2020-2021 season. The
Township of Cranford has exercised an (1)
one-year extension of the term of the 2017
contract award to Aquatic Services, Inc.,
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15. This con-
tract and Resolution No. 2020-292 are
available for public inspection at the office
of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Aquatic Service, Inc., 170
Burlington Avenue, Spotswood, New Jer-
sey 08884

Service: Provide winterizing and start-
up of the Centennial Avenue Outdoor Pools
and Orange Avenue Outdoor Pool for the
2020-2021 season

Fee: $  79,744.87
Date: September 8, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Garwood, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, Union County, New Jersey
07027, for a Place to Place transfer to
WGAFZ, Inc trading as Crossroads, 78
North Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027 of the Plenary Retail Consumption
License 2006-33-009-006 heretofore is-
sued to WGAFZ, Inc. trading as, Cross-
roads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027.

The person(s) who hold an interest in
this license are:

Lee Frankel, 78 North Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey 07027

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Christina M. Ariemma, Borough
Clerk, Borough of Garwood, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

WGAFZ, Inc
78 North Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
2 T - 09/17/20
& 09/24/20, The Leader Fee: $49.98

Electric Car Charging
Stations Coming to Downtown

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On August 11,
the Westfield Town Council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing
Mayor Shelley Brindle to enter into
a contract with Volta Charging,
which will install six electric charg-
ing stations in the town. David Con-
tract, Ward 2 councilman, liaison to
the Green Team and chairperson of
the Public Works Committee, said
the charging stations will be split
equally among three parking lots —
the North Avenue train station lot,
the lot behind Baron’s Drug Store
and the lot behind Chipotle. Volta is
working with the electrical com-
pany now, he said, and the chargers
should be completed between now
and the end of the year.

Mr. Contract said Volta covers
the installment and operational
costs, so the town did not need to
pay for the stations. Volta makes
money from the advertisements dis-
played on its charging station
screens. According to its website,
Volta has charging stations located
around the country. Mr. Contract
said that many of the stations are
located in retailer parking lots but
that Westfield will be the second
municipality in New Jersey to part-
ner with the company. The town
will receive eight minutes per hour
of advertising time on the charging
stations for free, Mr. Contract said,
so the town can promote its own
local businesses.

“Maybe you’d call it a win-win-
win,” he said. “I really think this is
an awesome opportunity for
Westfield.”

Owners of electric vehicles (EVs)
will be able to park in the desig-
nated EV spots and charge their car
while they visit the downtown area.
They will have to pay for parking,
but the charging itself will be free,
Mr. Contract said. The stations will
hopefully attract more residents and
visitors by making the downtown
EV-friendly, he said.

Mr. Contract said that the town
has been submitting grant applica-
tions for three years with no luck.
He said that the town was planning
to incorporate EV charging stations
into its budget this year but that, due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, it was
stripped. When the town met with
Volta earlier this summer, Mr. Con-
tract said, the process to install the
chargers moved rapidly.

“We were sold on it,” he said.
“We want to move quickly as a

government, particularly when it’s
something that makes a lot of sense.”

The town council and Mayor
Brindle have been consistent in their
push for EV infrastructure. In the
resolution, the reasons to create the
stations are “to provide the public
access to electric vehicle charging
stations at certain locations controlled
by Town, to support the adoption of
electric vehicles, to help reduce ve-
hicle emissions and otherwise pro-
mote a cleaner environment, and to
attract individuals and economic ac-
tivity to Town’s premises.”

Installing infrastructure is just one
way Westfield is encouraging resi-
dents and visitors to embrace EVs.
Mr. Contract said the Green Team
filmed a video for the town website
highlighting the state incentives for
buying EVs. Governor Phil Murphy
signed legislation in January that al-
lows residents to receive a rebate of
up to $5,000 ($25 per mile of all-
electric range) to purchase or lease a
new EV, with some restrictions.

The town also passed regulations
that went into effect in January re-
quiring developments to designate 3
percent of their total parking spots
as EV charging spots. These require-
ments, he said, will hopefully moti-
vate residents to embrace EVs and
make the town more sustainable.

As of December 31, 2019, the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP) re-
ported 1,424 total EVs, just under 5
percent of total EVs in the state,
were registered in Union County.
This number puts Union County
12th in the state. According to the
NJDEP, there are a total of 426
public charging stations in New Jer-
sey. Twenty-three of them, roughly
5 percent of the state’s total, are in
Union County.

Governor Murphy has pushed for
more widespread use of EVs, espe-
cially in his Energy Master Plan,
which has the goal of “electrifying
the transportation sector and achiev-
ing 100 percent carbon-neutral elec-
tricity generation by 2050.”

Mr. Contract said his goal is to
make Westfield the most attractive
town in which to live, work and
shop. He said the town needs to go
with the needs of its residents and
visitors. “This is where
sustainability is going,” he said.
“There’s greater and greater EV
adoption happening, and we have
to put the infrastructure in place to
support that so Westfield remains a
jewel.”

Clerk Gears Up For This
Year’s Vote by Mail Election

Union County Freeholders
Remember Those Lost on 9/11

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY — This year
has seen many new and unprecedented
changes to the way we live and play
out our daily lives. This coming elec-
tion season is no exception.

Joanne Rajoppi, Union County
Clerk, has delivered messages during
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders’ Thursday meetings, an-
swering many questions from the
board concerning the Tuesday, No-
vember 3 elections.

During the September 3 meeting,
Freeholder Christopher Hudak asked
Ms. Rajoppi if there were concerns
with the Post Office handling “sev-
eral hundred thousand ballots that are
mailed out in the next couple of
weeks.”

Ms. Rajoppi replied that, “we will
not be dumping 375,000 ballots at
one time,” but rather they will be
“going out in waves.” The goal is to
mail out ballots town by town to re-
duce the burden on local Post Of-
fices. A ballot packet will be mailed
to every active, registered voter.

The ballots will be mailed to Union
County residents via the U.S. Postal
Service at a reduced postal rate, using
a mailing service. The ballots are
presorted before being dropped off at
a central distribution center.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that her of-
fice has been in contact with the man-
agers of the central distribution cen-
ter and has been assured that the bal-
lots will be processed and delivered
to the Post Offices within two to three
days.

“All ballots are supposed to be out
by the first week in October,” said
Ms. Rajoppi.

The bigger concern, as relayed by
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, is that many residents are
more worried about getting their
filled-out ballot back to the county in
time — and safely — to be counted.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, there
are “at least five different ways to get
their ballot in — and secured — and
know that it is in.”

In addition to bringing in the bal-
lots directly to the County Clerk’s
office in either Elizabeth or Westfield,
or to the Board of Elections Office,
ballots can be deposited into any of
the 21 secure ballot boxes located

throughout the county that are “under
surveillance and are very safe,” said
Ms. Rajoppi.

Nicole DiRado, Union County
Board of Elections administrator,
explained during the September 10
board meeting that every town in
Union County will have its own bal-
lot box, “to be as convenient for our
voters as possible.”

Another option, which was allowed
with the new legislation and appli-
cable only to this election, is for a
voter to bring his or her filled-out
ballot to his or her polling place. With
this option, the voter will be asked to
sign the registry book.

Ms. DiRado explained the need for
secure vote-by-mail ballot transport
bags. These bags are used to collect
the ballots that are brought by voters
to each of the 116 county-wide poll-
ing locations. The bags can then be
securely transported to the county
offices to be counted. The county
purchased an additional 130 bags at a
cost of $22,614.

The ballots also can be mailed back
to the county via regular mail using
the return envelope included with the
ballot.

Mr. Mirabella said that each of
these elements of the vote-by-mail
process was “mandated by the gover-
nor and we are just executing the
executive orders.” Mr. Mirabella
again called upon Ms. Rajoppi to
help explain some of the costs that
have gone into the process.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, the larg-
est expenditure was in printing the
vote-by-mail ballots, which has never
been acted upon to such a scale. The
second highest expenditure of
$157,000 was the postage.

The only expense that was not man-
dated by the state is a graphical “how-
to-vote” brochure that will be included
in the packet, at a cost of $33,800.
Ms. Rajoppi explained that the pur-
pose of this brochure is to help people
better understand how to correctly
fill out the ballot, “so their vote
counts.”

More information can be found on
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions’ website at ucnj.org/boe/, as well
as the official election website of
Union County Clerk Rajoppi at
unioncountyvotes.com.

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — During the Union
County Freeholders’ meeting of
September 10, Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella com-
memorated “our solemn day” in the
history of the nation. Mr. Mirabella
added, “We must never forget that
day.”

This year marked the 19th anni-
versary of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.

Mr. Mirabella continued, “Sadly,
60 Union County residents died on
9/11, and we mourn their loss.”

The fallen Union County resi-
dents’ names can be found etched
into the Union County 9/11 Memo-
rial at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. The Union County
Sheriff’s Office provided a uni-
formed Honor Guard to stand watch
at the memorial on the anniversary
day.

Parts of that memorial include
two steel girders recovered from

the World Trade Center and an eter-
nal flame that represents all who
perished on that day, among them
members of the armed services and
emergency responders.

A moment of silence was observed
during last week’s Freeholders
meeting.

Below are the names (and ages)
of the 60 Union County residents
who died in the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001:

Patrick Murphy (38) and Scott
Hazelcorn (29) of Berkeley Heights.

James Nelson (40) of Clark.
Gregory Milanowycz (25), Tho-

mas M. Regan (43), Robert Henry
Lynch (44), Christopher Michael
Grady (39), Dean Philip Eberling
(44) and Leonard Joseph Snyder,
Jr. (34) of Cranford.

Arcelia Castillo (49), Carlos S.
DaCosta (41), Colleen Laura Fraser
(51), Margaret Susan Lewis (49),
Frankie Serrano (23) and Anthony
Tempesta (38) of Elizabeth.

Robert Kaulfers (49) and John J.
Tobin (47) of Kenilworth.

Wanda Anita Green (49) of Linden.
William Tselepis, Jr. (33), Gerard

J. Coppola (46), Richard A. Dunstan
(54), Michael Gogliormella (43),
Robert Wayne Hobson, III (36) and
Susan D. Murray (54) of New Provi-
dence.

Anthony Infante (47) of
Mountainside.

Tyrone May (44), Manette M.
Beckles (43) and Mark Stephen
Carney (41) of Rahway.

John G. Ueltzhoeffer (36) of
Roselle Park.

Matthew Horning (26), Mark
Rothenberg (52), James Walsh (37)
of Scotch Plains.

Thomas R. Clark (37), James L.
Connor (38), Kevin Raymond
Crotty (43), Thomas Glasser (40),
Robert A. Lawrence, Jr. (41), Alfred
T. Rancke (42), Clive “Ian” Th-
ompson (43), David B. Brady (41)
and Mark Bruce (40) of Summit.

JoAnn L. Heltibridle (46) and Lee
Adler (48) of Springfield.

Robert A. Hepburn (39), Edward
Calderon (43), Khalid M. Shahid
(25), Charles Henry Karczewski
(34), Brian Frederic Goldberg (26),
Thomas J. Fisher (36), Eddie Wing-
Wai Ching (29), Bella Bhukhan (24)
and Wayne Alan Russo (37) of
Union.

Andrew J. Alameno (37), Michael
A. Davidson (27), Stephen Mark
Fogel (40), Leo Russell Keene, III
(33), Richard B. Madden (35), John
“Pepe” Salerno, Jr. (31), See-Wong
Shum (44) and Anthony Starita (35)
of Westfield.

County Clerk Services Office
Closed Through Mid-October
COUNTY – Due to an upgrade

project, the Union County Clerk’s
Elizabeth Business Office for Pass-
ports, Notaries and Trade Names in
the Union County Courthouse will
be closed from September 2 through
mid-October.

People in need of passport, no-
tary or trade name services during
that time can contact the Union
County Clerk at (908) 654-9859 to
make an appointment at the Annex
Office, located at the Colleen Fraser

Building in the Union County Com-
plex, at 300 North Avenue East in
Westfield.

Please note that visits are by ap-
pointment only and that all visitors
must wear masks and observe so-
cial distance in order to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and ser-
vices, visit online at ucnj.org/
county-clerk or call (908) 527-
4787.
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WESTFIELD  — "Never before
has our health had such center stage
in our lives. Our physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual wellbeing are
in turmoil in this pandemic. Taking
care of ourselves is critically
essential for our survival. It is time
to have the conversation about how
sleep is the driver of our overall health
and wellbeing. Without restful sleep
we do not have the opportunity to
thrive, and live our best life,"

-Dr. Sunita Merriman.
Dr. Merriman deeply understands

the importance of
balancing physical,
mental, emotional
and spiritual
wellbeing, and has
made it her mission
to provide care to
the patients of
NJDSMC so that
they may achieve
such balance.

Years ago, she
learned firsthand
how the lack of
res t fu l  s l eep
devas ta tes  the
body and mind.
That motivated her to pursue an ad-
vanced education in Sleep Medicine.
So, after practicing dentistry for 25
years, she went through the long,
arduous and rigorous process of
earning Diplomate status with two
independent National Sleep Boards,
and is proud to be one of less than
only 300 dentists in the United States
to have achieved this distinction.

"At NJDSMC, we recognize that
credentials and competence must be
complemented with empathy and
compassion to provide high quality
care. We see how lack of sleep com-
promises not only the health, energy,
and quality of life of our patients, but
that of our patients’ partners and
families as well. We strive to bring
relief to them in a way that goes well
beyond giving them an oral appliance.

The team at NJDSMC is carefully
chosen, and participates in continuing

Sleep Is Critical to Thrive in
This Pandemic and Beyond

education and training to fully em-
brace the ever-evolving complexities
of the impact of sleep apnea on our
patients.

We understand how medical
comorbidities and mental health im-
pacts the severity of sleep disorders.
That is why we partner and collaborate
with our patients’ other health care
providers. With committed, integrative
care, we can achieve the best results
for our patients.

If you are looking to make an in-
vestment in a wellness alliance to

s u c c e s s f u l l y
achieve optimal
health, we invite
you to come expe-
rience NJDSMC.

Your safety
during this pan-
demic is our top
priority. Keeping
that in mind, we
have in place a
comprehensive,
state of the art
Safety Program
that you can learn
more about by
viewing our

COVID-19 Safety Video on our
channel Sunita Merriman, DDS on
You Tube.

Sleep is essential for living your
best life.

We believe you are worth it, deserve
it, and are entitled to it!

Dr. Merriman graduated with honors
at The College of Dentistry of New
York University in New York, New
York. She is the Founder of the New
Jersey Dental Sleep Medicine Center
in Westfield, NJ and a Diplomate of
both, the ABDSM, and the ABCDSM.
You can learn more about her and her
team, NJDSMC, Sleep Apnea, CPAP
intolerance, Snoring, and Oral
Appl iance  Therapy  a t
www.njdentalsleepmedicine.com and
can call 908-389-0222 to make an
appointment for a consultation.
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Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer
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Non-Perishables Sought for
Garwood Cares Initiative

GARWOOD -- The Borough of
Garwood and the Garwood Police
Department are parterning with Feed
the Frontline of Hunger and The
Westfield Leader for “Garwood Cares
- Neighbors Helping Neighbors” to
help benefit Rahway Foodforfriends
Food Bank & Soup Kitchen. The
food drive runs from September 14 to
Wednesday, September 30.

Residents are
encouraged to
show their "small
town with a big
heart" spirit by
dropping off
food and essen-
tial item dona-
tions under the
Garwood Police
Department tent
at Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue, Garwood. In the
event of inclement weather, food do-
nations can be dropped off in the
vestibule.

Residents are also encouraged to
sign up as Block Ambassadors who
will raise awareness of the food drive
and arrange pick-ups of donations

from their neighbors. Masks are rec-
ommended in the event of personal
contact between neighbors. Those in-
terested in being a Block Ambassa-
dor can sign up at https://bit.ly/
3hL1bjo to get the block or blocks
that work best for them.

Monetary donations are also wel-
come and can be made by visiting
www.rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org

Other local
towns, commu-
nities and indi-
viduals are wel-
come to donate.

Some of the
items needed
are: pasta, rice,
sauces, baby
food, canned
goods, Mac &
Cheese, jelly,

canned tuna, cereal, snack barrs, pea-
nut butter, sun butter, crackers, shelf
stable milk, applesauce, shampoo,
soap, toilet paper, adult and baby
diapers, hand sanitzer, disposable ra-
zors, socks, toothpaste, and other toi-
letries. Diabetic friendly foods are
also in need.

Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Charity Gala Awardees Told
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch

Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala Com-
mittee is pleased to announce the
honorees for the 30th Annual Mayor’s
Charity Gala (Covid-19 Version) to
be held as a part of Scotch Plains Day
on Sunday, October 4 from 12 p.m. to
1 p.m. on the steps of Town Hall.

This year’s Gala will honor the
following individuals for their self-
less service to our community.  Listed
next to each awardee is the organiza-
tion in which monies raised will be
donated:

Female Volunteer of the Year:
Carmela Resnick – Rotary Interna-
tional Foundation

Male Volunteer of the Year: Daniel
Sullivan – Scotch Plains Rescue Squad

Volunteer Organizations of the
Year:  Immaculate Heart of May Food
Bank – IHM Food Bank; Fanwood
Scotch Plains Rotary Club – Rotary
International Foundation.

“I am proud to know all of all our
honorees and am grateful for the self-
less service, commitment and dedica-
tion to our community, especially dur-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.” said Mayor
Al Smith. “I have witnessed their con-
tributions firsthand and can say they
are more than worthy of this honor!”

In addition to her lifelong commu-
nity service, when the pandemic struck,
2020 Female Volunteer of the Year
Carmela Resnick, a sewing instructor
took, it upon herself to start sewing
masks with her “team” for anyone who
needs one especially our first respond-
ers, hospital workers and seniors.  The
Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary Club
is selling her team’s masks at the Farm-
ers Market and to date has raised over
$8,000 for local food banks.

Dan Sullivan, our 2020 Male Vol-
unteer of the Year, has dedicated over
50 years of his life to the community
through his service to the Scotch
Plains First Rescue Squad.  Serving
as president and on the board of di-
rectors, Dan has personally assisted
many residents and recruited many
young people to join the squad.

When the pandemic struck, 2020
Co-Volunteer Organization of the
Year the Immaculate Heart of Mary
food bank, stepped up its efforts and
partnered with the SPF Resource
Central to serve over 150 needy fami-
lies per month.  The IHM food bank
team is comprised of, Geraldine
Keogh, Rich Wagner, Jim Keliher,
Denise Rogers, Mary Kate Schiller,
John Reilly, Mike Goetz, Billy Duthie
and Corrie Rinaldi and has been serv-
ing the community for many years.

Our other 2020 Co-Volunteer Or-
ganization of the Year, The Fanwood

Scotch Plains Rotary Club, mobilized
early in April, gathering local town
resource information that would be
useful for anyone impacted by Covid-
19.  They are a centralized resource to
help match those in need with local
resources and support local business.
The support of the IHM food bank is
just one example of their efforts dur-
ing the pandemic.

In depth profiles of each of the
awardees will be featured in future
press releases and on the official
Township website and on social me-
dia in the next few weeks.

There are several levels of spon-
sorship available to support our hon-
orees. Please contact Gala Commit-
tee Chairwomen Lisa Schiller at (908)
322-4999 or Parks and Recreation
Director DJ Salvante at (908) 322-
6700 ext. 223 if you would like to
make a contribution to the event.

Proceeds from the event are do-
nated to charities chosen by each of
the honorees.  A portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Alliance. MAC is
an organization that is dedicated to
providing substance abuse preven-
tion programs, activities, and educa-
tion in the communities of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Union County YWCA
To Break Ground
On New Building

ELIZABETH — YWCA Union
County, celebrating its centennial
year, will break ground on Wednes-
day, September 23, at 10 a.m., on its
new building in Elizabeth at 1131
East Jersey Street.

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage and Union County Free-
holders will be in attendance. The
Westfield Foundation will present its
lead gift of $250,000 for the YWCA
Union County’s historic Building For
Our Future capital campaign, further
cementing its longtime partnership
with the organization.

The new two-story building, lo-
cated in downtown Elizabeth, will
replace YWCA Union County’s
former building, which became unin-
habitable due to a fire that occurred in
September 2019. The new building
will function as a central hub for all
programs and be within close prox-
imity to the Union County Prosecutor
and Courthouse Offices.

Anyone who is experiencing do-
mestic violence is urged to call YWCA
Union County’s 24-hour hotline at
(908) 355-HELP (4357).

 Guaranteed Income Pilot
Program Bill Introducted

League of Women Voters to
Host Candidates’ Forum

Legislation Introduced to
Assist School Districts
TRENTON – Legislation that

would help school districts retain staff
members in the wake of the freeze in
state aid from the Covid-19 pandemic
was introduced this week by Senator
Nicholas Scutari.

“As we enter into the new school
year, we must ensure that school dis-
tricts have the staff needed to func-
tion as safely, efficiently and as effec-
tively as possible during what will
undoubtedly be a challenging year,”
said Senator Nicholas Scutari. “I know
schools in my legislative district had
no choice but to furlough valued staff
members due to the freeze in state
aid, and many others throughout the
state have had to do the same.

“This bill would provide much
needed financial relief, so furloughed
staff members can be brought back to
work to help provide our students
with the best educational opportuni-
ties during this difficult, Covid-19
school year.”

The bill, S-2870, would establish
the “Education Rescue Grant Pro-
gram” in the Department of Educa-
tion to support qualified personnel
costs of school districts impacted by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Senate Clears Bill Package
Addressing Long-Term Care
TRENTON – The New Jersey Sen-

ate cleared a series of bills August 27
to improve conditions, preparation
and outcomes in New Jersey’s long-
term care facilities after an investiga-
tion by Manatt Health. Several bills
incorporate recommendations for
improving conditions and response
at long-term care facilities outlined in
Manatt Health’s report on long-term
care in New Jersey.

“The fatal consequences of the
Covid pandemic fell the hardest on
nursing homes, veterans’ homes and
other long term care facilities that are
home to our most vulnerable popula-
tion of residents,” said Senator Joe
Cryan (D-Union). “It is tragically
obvious that there was an absence of
safeguards to prevent and respond to
the outbreak. We need to use the hard
lessons of this experience to help
prevent anything like this from hap-
pening again.”

The following bills passed the Sen-
ate:

Bill S-537 would establish certain
minimum and maximum temperatures
in emergency shelters, rooming and
boarding houses and certain nursing
homes and residential health care fa-
cilities.

S-2758 would establish minimum
wage requirements for certain long-
term care facility staff, establish a
direct care ratio requirement for nurs-
ing homes and require DHS to con-
duct a nursing home care rate study.

S-2785 would require long-term
care facilities to adopt and implement
written policies, provide for the prac-
tical availability of technology to fa-
cility residents and ensure that appro-
priate staff and other capabilities are
in place, to prevent the social isola-
tion of facility residents.

S-2786 would allow per diem health
care workers working within long-term
care facilities to accrue paid sick leave.

S-2787 would establish the New

Jersey Task Force on Long-Term Care
Quality and Safety, which would de-
velop recommendations to drive im-
provements in person-centered care,
resident and staff safety, quality of
care and services, workforce engage-
ment and sustainability and any other
appropriate aspects of the long-term
system of care in New Jersey.

S-2788 would provide supplemen-
tal payments to long-term care facil-
ity staff members providing direct
care services during Covid-19 pan-
demic.

S-2790 would establish certain re-
quirements concerning the state’s pre-
paredness and response to infectious
disease outbreaks, epidemics and
pandemics affecting long-term care
facilities. The bill will establish in the
Department of Health (DOH) the
Long-Term Care Emergency Opera-
tions Center, which will serve as the
centralized command for long-term
care facility response efforts and com-
munications during declared public
health emergencies.

S-2798 would establish uniform
requirements on the submission of
outbreak response plans to DOH by
long-term care facilities.

S-2813 would establish a tempo-
rary rate adjustment for nursing fa-
cilities to support wage increases and
to cover costs related to Covid-19
preparedness. The bill would make a
one-time appropriation of $62.3 mil-
lion from the General Fund to the
Department of Human Services for
the purpose of implementing the bill.

AREA -- With its mission to pro-
mote informed voting, the League of
Women Voters of New Jersey will
host a virtual Candidates’ Forum on
Saturday, September 26 at 4 p.m. for
candidates seeking election to the U.S.
House of Representatives from New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional district.

The Candidates’ Forum will be live-
streamed on YouTube at NJ07 Candi-
dates Forum 2020 https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCZev6Px9di9051Tl8JNedhA.

Participating candidates include
Tom Malinowski, incumbent Demo-
crat for the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, and Thomas Kean Jr., Republi-
can and current New Jersey State
Senator for the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict.

Each candidate will make a brief
opening statement and then answer
questions submitted in advance by
members of the community.

Questions for the candidates may
be submitted at https://forms.gle/
JyeRnM6J5s3uSVvB9 until Wednes-
day, September 23 at 5 p.m.

With the support of the community,
the League of Women Voters of New
Jersey encourages informed and ac-
tive participation in government. Un-
affiliated with any political party, the
League hosts candidates’ forums, en-
courages voter registration and stud-
ies public policy issues. The League
welcomes new members. Men and
women of all political parties or unaf-
filiated are invited.

Please email
CD7Forum@gmail.com if you have
logistical questions regarding the
event.

Union County to Receive Eight New Ballot
Drop-Off Boxes, Locations to be Announced

AREA – Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman announced September 2 the
introduction of the Guaranteed Income
Pilot Program Act of 2020, legislation
that would establish a nationwide pilot
program to test the outcomes of a
federally funded income support pro-
gram that keeps more American fami-
lies from experiencing permanent fi-
nancial fallout and lasting poverty from
a single unexpected crisis.

“Many policy makers have been
looking at this pandemic as a once-in-
a-lifetime crisis, and while that may be
true for businesses or markets, for
millions of Americans, this is just one
more emergency threatening to wipe
out what little savings they have, to
finally push them to homelessness, to
reinforce the fact that in the wealthiest
nation in the world, too many families
are just a single mishap away from
financial devastation,” said Watson
Coleman. “What we learned when
Congress made the decision to send
economic impact payments through
the CARES Act was that our govern-

ment can prevent people from falling
into poverty; it can build a floor be-
neath which we say no one in this
country should live.”

The pilot program created by the
bill would assess the outcomes of a
guaranteed income program over the
course of a three-year study with
12,000 participants, including a con-
trol group of 6,000. Participants would
receive monthly cash payments in
amounts equal to fair market rent for a
2-bedroom home in their zip code or a
similar amount to be determined by
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. The bill would also require
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services to implement the pro-
gram alongside a nonprofit academic
or research institution with experience
in mixed-method experimental design.

“A guaranteed income empowers
people to address their most urgent
needs and provides a cushion for when
unexpected expenses happen,” said
Natalie Foster, Co-chair of Economic
Security Project.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Elections announced on Sep-
tember 3 it will be receiving eight new
ballot drop-off boxes from the State of
New Jersey for residents who wish to
drop off their Vote-by-Mail ballots.
Governor Phil Murphy has ordered the
Nov. 3 election to be conducted prima-
rily by Vote-By-Mail ballot.

Locations for the eight new drop-off
boxes will be released in an upcoming
announcement. Once the boxes from
the state have arrived, the county will
have a total of 13, exceeding the
Governor’s mandate of a minimum of
10 boxes per county.

The County Board of Elections cur-
rently has five drop-off boxes that have
been in place prior to the July primary:
Cranford (Cranford Community Cen-
ter, 220 Walnut Avenue); Elizabeth
(Union County Administration Build-
ing, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza); Plainfield
(Plainfield Municipal Building Park-
ing Lot, 515 Watchung Avenue); Union

Township (Union Township Municipal
Building Rear Entrance, 1976 Morris
Avenue); and Westfield (Fraser Build-
ing, 300 North Avenue East).

The drop-off boxes are available on
a 24/7 basis. Voters may deposit their
ballots in a drop-off box at any time of
day or night up until 8 p.m. on Novem-
ber 3rd.

The current locations are in compli-
ance with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) and under constant
camera surveillance. The upcoming
locations will follow suit.

Ballots will be picked up and brought
to the Board of Elections on a daily
basis.

In addition, voters using a drop-off
box may bear their own ballot and the
ballots of up to three other voters. Bal-
lot bearers must sign the bearer portion
of the outside envelope in the presence
of each voter whose ballot they are
bearing.

Voters who wish to hand-deliver their

ballots can also bring them to the Board
of Elections office at 271 North Broad
Street in Elizabeth. As with the drop off
boxes, they may bear their own ballot
and ballots of up to three other voters.

Voters choosing to drop off their
ballots at the Board of Elections office
are reminded that they must sign a
register and produce a New Jersey
Driver’s License or New Jersey Issued
Identification.

While visiting the Board of Elections
office, voters must wear masks and
observe social distance.

For information on all Board of
Elections services visit ucnj.org/boe,
email ucboe@ucnj.org or call
(908)527-4123.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/classifieds



Page 4  Thursday, September 17, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Kim Prata
 PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Lauren S. Barr
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

David B. Corbin
MANAGING EDITOR & SPORTS EDITOR

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Gale Force Media, L.L.C.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $40 • Two-year – $75 • Three-year – $110
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER EMERITUS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Grelot – A small bell similar to a

sleighbell
2. Desmachyme – The connective tis-

sue of sponges
3. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
4. Lagarto – Spanish for alligator

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SARCENET
1. A kind of leather stuffing put into a

boot for the wearer’s ease
2. A graceful, stately, slow Spanish

dance
3. A small piece of artillery
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
HORNOTINE

1. Resembling grape clusters
2. A bird in its first year
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Solidified; hardened

JURAMENTADO
1. In Latin, a lawgiver
2. An individual devoted to the study

of dinosaurs
3. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
4. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

Educator’s Corner:
Busy Bins for All Ages

Do Not Destroy
Brightwood Park

I am a former resident of
Westfield, New Jersey, for many,
many years and enjoyed years of
skating on Gregory’s Pond in the
winter.

I enjoyed the park in other sea-
sons, long before it was given a
name other than “Gregory’s Pond.”

We just told our parents we were
going up to Gregory’s Pond, to see
what animals, frogs, etc. we could
find, and often with a bucket and net
to bring our “finds” home, to show
before returning them to where they
were caught.

To open this park to mountain
dirt bikes, (which will add to the
other 100 plus parks Google says
that allow mountain dirt bikes al-
ready in Westfield and the area) is
an absolute horror!

The peace and quiet that allow
people, animals and other wonders
of nature found there for all to enjoy
or to educate children and adults
about what wonders they can learn
about, and see there, would be de-
stroyed if those bikes were allowed
on the existing trails (or new ones
proposed by JORBA for their ben-
efit)!

Why on Earth would Westfield
even consider disrupting a beauti-
ful place like Brightwood Park?

This smacks of money for
Westfield and the mountain bike
organization that is pushing this
(JORBA). Not the best interest of
most of the residents who use the
park. If other larger parks have re-
jected this organization, Westfield
would do well to reject them also.

What about the person the park is
dedicated too? You would dishonor
Mr. Taylor by allowing something
this educator would definitely have
been against, in his teaching to his
students and adults alike?

I am pleading with all of you to
not destroy what is possibly the best
little park in all of Westfield.

Suzanne D. Westrich
Jefferson, Maine

Brightwood Park is Already a
Valuable Resource

Letters to the Editor

Walkers, hikers, joggers, dog walk-
ers and families come to Brightwood
Park near the end of Prospect Street.
The town’s survey of citizens discov-
ered that walking/hiking trails, natu-
ral areas/nature parks and small neigh-
borhood parks were the highest prior-
ity of Westfield residents. Brightwood
affords these opportunities in a lush
natural setting. Our citizenry can ex-
perience the deep woods, twisting
vines and herons poised for flight any
time they choose. That is a gift that
keeps on giving season after season.

Many people don’t know about it
or have never visited. Thus the mayor,
several on the town council and the
recreation department have declared
it “underutilized”. Because of this,
they are proposing to build a moun-
tain bike course of up to two miles
through the back woods, which in-
cludes some of the undisturbed forest
areas changing the nature of the envi-
ronment.

How did they count the people uti-
lizing Brightwood park? That is not
indicated on the survey or in the rec-
ommendations based on the survey.
Some visitors use the Fanwood Av-
enue entrance; many use the Prospect
entrance. Others stay deep in the
woods for bird watching or contem-
plating the quietude and beauty of the
environment. Some choose a slow
walk over well-worn paths, while oth-
ers park strollers at scenic overviews.

Schools Should Reopen in Phases
Says Former SPF BOE Member

Last week, schools either re-
opened fully, reopened partially
with hybrids or remained closed.
Many schools that reopened will
likely face Covid-19 outbreaks and
re-close. Closed and re-closed
schools can only reopen long-term
if they implement strict safety pro-
tocols and reopen gradually using
phases. New Jersey and New York
modeled using phases in success-
fully reopening their states’ econo-
mies.

Reopening long-term requires full
funding and careful implementation
of strict safety protocols that opti-
mally protect everyone’s health.
Schools can then fine-tune the fol-
lowing phases prioritizing students’
educational needs:

Phase 1: Students with no internet
access fell furthest behind at home;
they need to return to schools first
to catch up.

Phase 2: Students with learning
disabilities and special needs need
to return next since they need per-
sonal instruction by special educa-
tion staff.

Phase 3: Students return who have
recent grades below district-defined
cut-offs, should be tested for
progress made online. Those who
improved should have Parent-
Teacher conferences to discuss the
advantages of continuing online or
returning to school with the final
decision made by the parents.

Phase 4: Students in grades K
through 2.

Phase 5: Students in grades 3
through 5.

During all phases, building prin-
cipals must implement strict safety
protocols including appropriate ven-
tilation and cleaning, having every-
one in buildings and on school
grounds wear a mask, maintaining
6-foot distancing and being tested

before entering. Chairs must be pre-
arranged to be 6 feet apart in all
rooms, necessitating small class
sizes. Principals and staff must su-
pervise all who enter and leave
buildings. Staggered times of arriv-
als, departures, meals and room
changes should be designed to mini-
mize crowding. If 6-foot distancing
in all rooms eventually becomes
impossible with normal scheduling,
new types of scheduling, including
possibly half-day sessions, must be
created, or new learning spaces on
school grounds or in community
buildings must be found.

Students remaining at home de-
serve improved remote education,
such as providing teacher-led Zoom
classes and needed interaction with
classmates. Teachers whose age or
family medical conditions cause
high Covid-19 risk, need thorough
in-service training in teaching re-
motely using technology.

With skillful teacher guidance,
students can explore interesting top-
ics, actively learn using the vast
information and visual wonders
available on the Internet. Because
these students will work indepen-
dently for some hours, they need
less teacher time. This cost effi-
ciency allows the extra teacher time
to be used to provide small class
sizes in all classes.

 When all students return, active
learning using technology should
continue to be improved, especially
with in-person interactions among
teachers and classmates. Every stu-
dent must be helped to develop tech-
nology skills and be encouraged to
use the internet with mentoring by
their teachers. Active learning us-
ing technology can provide all stu-
dents with the opportunity to ap-
proach their full potential. Active
learners who develop a love of edu-
cation can excel.

While active learning and tech-
nology are valuable, educators may
nevertheless find that a few curricu-
lums best teach team building and
socialization skills by having stu-
dents enjoy working together with-
out technology.

August Ruggiero
Former member and

President of the SPF BOE
Scotch Plains

Many on bicycles pass over the gravel
loop from one end to the other and
continue their ride outside the park.
Many stand and fish. Kids skip stones
on the pond. At any one time you do
not see everyone in the park, but they
are there. Old-school magic still ex-
ists in these “Bright Woods,” and that
is why people visit regularly.

There are issues that need to be
addressed in Brightwood Park. As
with many areas around Westfield,
there is a deer-population problem.
The town has successfully begun to
address that issue and, from what I
hear, will continue to do so. There is
also a problem with invasive species
and illegal dumping that the town’s
Green Team and the
FriendsofBrightwood.org address on
an ongoing basis.

It is important that any of the
Westfield residents who love to hike,
run, walk and appreciate nature join
the many citizens who are already
utilizing the park. Brightwood Park is
a valuable resource in these times
especially. As Richard Louv, author
of “Saving our Children from Nature-
Deficit Disorder” states, “The greener
the setting, the more the relief.”

Check out
FriendsofBrightwood.org for more
information.

Anna Murray
Westfield
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By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Collectively we know that too
much screen time is not great for
kids or adults, but it’s been hard
these past few months to stick to a
screen limit. Prior to the pandemic,
my family had a one-hour limit on
screens. Now though, the TV has
turned into a fifth member of our
family. I had to start throwing a
scarf over it and tell my two-year
old: “it’s sleeping.” Now, with
many students spending more time
on screens with school, I’ve tried
to find more ways to do hands-on,
creative activities. Enter “Busy
Bins.”

At their core, they are a simple
concept — plastic bins with some
supplies from around the house or
the local craft store. Many times
they are aimed at toddlers and
preschoolers, but with some cre-
ative tweaks, older kids will love
them too. If you are hosting a
“pod,” some of these are excel-
lent team building activities or
good for a little friendly competi-
tion! While these bins have edu-

cational value in themselves, I’ve
added a “school sneak” that can
help reinforce concepts from
school.

1. Wall Roller Coasters — Need:
paper towel tubes or toilet paper
tubes, pom-poms from the craft
store (marbles are good for older
kids) and tape. Extras: scissors.
How to: Tape the tubes on the wall
in a crazy maze and try to get the
pom-pom or marble to the bot-
tom. Toddlers like to drop the
pom-pom through a tube, while
older kids can engineer a cool
track. Alternative: Purchase pip-
ing insulation from a home im-
provement store for older students
to engineer loop-de-loops! School
Sneak: Draw a plan first, record
modifications when needed.

2. Pipe Cleaner Pictures — Need:
pipe cleaners, paper and crayons.
How to: Kids can create a back-
ground using the paper. (This can
be done with a collage effect, by
drawing or simply using black pa-
per for a night scene). Then bend
and twist the pipe cleaners into
characters or buildings. School

Narcissism Hinders Gratitude

Sneak: Create a story to go with
your picture. Older students can
write down the story. Use your
best spelling and be sure there’s a
beginning, middle and end!

3. Cup Castles — Need: bath-
room cups. Extras: sponges, air
cannon (made out of a box). How
to: build a castle, tower or pyra-
mid out of cups. Alternatives:
Challenge kids to build with a
certain number of cups. Use
sponges, or the air cannon, to
knock down the castles. To make
an air cannon, tape up all edges,
corners and flaps of a box with
strong tape. Then cut a hole on
one side — this part is best done
by an adult with really sharp scis-
sors or an X-ACTO knife. Aim
the cannon at the tower, and slam
the air out with your hands.
Grown-ups will want a turn too!
School Sneak: Give two to four
dice. Kids can roll and add up the
number. Then build with that
many cups.

If you try these, send us pic-
tures at editor@goleader.com.
We’d love to see them!

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the opening scene of The So-
cial Network, the film about Mark
Zuckerberg and Facebook, the
Zuckerberg character drips with
condescension toward his date,
Erika Albright, a student at Boston
University (BU). Oozing with arro-
gance, he brags that thanks to his
Harvard pedigree, she gets to mingle
with a superior breed of students,
namely him. His haughty and smug
demeanor does nothing to endear
him to her. Albright walks out, mak-
ing the excuse that she has to study,
to which he replies, “You don’t
have to study. You go to BU!”

Zuckerberg retaliates for
Albright’s rejection, as narcissists
often do. He shames and embar-
rasses her on his early prototype of
Facebook. At a later encounter,
Albright confronts Zuckerberg:
“You write your snide drivel from a
dark room because that’s what the
angry do nowadays. I was nice to
you, don’t torture me for it.”

Pride and narcissism block the
joys of gratitude. Traits like these

hamper, even preclude the happi-
ness that springs from appreciating
how fortunate we are. Being pride-
ful and having an excessively high
opinion of oneself sets narcissists
apart. They feel especially entitled
to privileges and admiration that
they deny to others. Feeding their
inflated sense of importance keeps
them craving constant praise as if it
were the food of life. Empathy is
deficient in narcissists, as is the
capacity for intimacy.

The term narcissism has been
bandied about since President
Trump took over, or even before
then, with the publication the Me
Generation by Tom Wolfe in 1976.
We can all conjure up people we
know who brag about their accom-
plishments, claiming that their kids
are better than ours, their bodies
fitter, faces prettier, vacations fan-
cier, and houses House and Gar-
den-worthy. This steady pursuit of
admiration precludes concern for
others and the reciprocity that is the
foundation for good relationships.

Luckily, few of us are narcissists.
Yet most of us do have blind spots

where subtle, often unconscious
biases or elitist attitudes may prompt
us to treat some people as less than
worthy. Perceiving people as “less
than” may not be intentional, but
marginalizing others diminishes our
humanity and causes us to under-
value them.

How fortunate we are now, since
the advent of the pandemic, that
most of us see grocery clerks, postal
workers, and bus, UPS, and FedEx
drivers in a whole new light. Our
admiration for frontline health
caregivers has elevated astronomi-
cally.

I’m grateful for the expanded
view I now have of so many folks
whom I had under-noticed before. I
feel happy that each time I wave at
the bus driver who drives up Elm
Street during my morning walk, he
honks back and smiles.

Please share the experiences
you’ve had connecting more
warmly to people you’d rarely
thought about before Covid by
emailing editor@goleader.com.

Gratefully yours,
Patti

Support Local Journalism!

goleader.com/subscriber

Candidate
Statements Welcome

Candidates for elected office
are invited to submit op-ed col-
umns each week. Columns should
be between 250 and 500 words,
and be issue based with no per-
sonal attacks on opponents.
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DAVIS AGENCY

INSURANCE Est. 1973

• Homeowner

• Auto

• Commercial

• Life

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage

you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.

865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

800-752-0150         908-233-8040

Do Your Homeowner & Auto

Premiums Keep Going Up?

Patricia Dulinski, Esq. is a family law attorney who has been proudly serving
families in the Westfield community for over 20 years. Our firm can help you
with the following family matters:

Divorce

Domestic Violence

Mediation

Custody, Parenting Time, and Child Support

Free consultation (908) 588-2299

Online “Intro to Divorce” Course

Offered By Dulinski Law, LLC

As predicted, it appears that divorce filings are up following the
recent quarantine. The overwhelming emotions that can go hand-in-hand
with divorce can bring many people to an emotional standstill, but it's crucial
to get the process underway to promote healing for everyone in the family.

The first thing a spouse should do once making the decision to move forward
is to get educated on the basics of the divorce process.  Our firm is offering a
free online “Intro to Divorce” class via Zoom that gives a general overview of
the divorce process, discusses the main issues common in most divorce cases
and explains mediation and arbitration as alternative ways to resolve matters.

Getting educated as to each person’s rights and responsibilities early in the
process can lead to faster divorce proceedings, fewer emotional surprises,
more peaceful negotiations between spouses, lower attorney fees and less

stress for children.

Online classes are scheduled for Monday, September 14th and Monday,
September 28th at 6:00 p.m.  To reserve your space, please call Taylor at

(908) 588-2299.

Post-Judgment Modifications

Adoption

DCP&P Litigation

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–656
AWARDED TO: PS&S of Warren, New

Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide civil engi-

neering services for the demolition of the
existing Union County Parking Deck at
Caldwell Place & Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$141,500.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–655
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects, of

Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Architectural

services for the demolition of the existing
Union County Parking Deck at Caldwell
Place & Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$1,093,769.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–648
amending (Resolution No. 2020-510)
AWARDED TO: Prevention Links,

Inc., Roselle, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide operation

services to the mandated Intoxicated Driver
Resource Center

PERIOD: January 1, 2020- September
30, 2020

COSTS: additional dollars in the amount
of $4,717.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed $62,808.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-654
AWARDED TO: United Way Urban

League and Family Promise
SERVICES: to distribute Community

Development Block Grant COVIT-19 Funds
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$1,350,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-649
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services
$20,000.00

Central Jersey Legal Services
$297,525.00

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less $669,618.00
Family Promise-Union County

$337,719.00
PROCEED, Inc $913,125.00
The Salvation Army $241,547.00
The Gateway Family $21,731.00
Urban League of Union County

$500,788.00
YWCA Union County $79,242.00

SERVICES: to deliver emergency shel-
ter operations and essential services, street
outreach, Homeless Management Infor-
mation System

PERIOD: March 9, 2020-July 31, 2022
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$3,081,295.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Habgood Thanks Residents for
Engagement on HPC Ordinance

Residents Should Speak Up, Get
Involved in Local Politics

On Tuesday, September 8, the Town
Council approved the amendment to
the Historic Preservation Ordinance
(General Ordinance #2138) which will
allow the Town of Westfield to benefit
from a designation as a Certified Local
Government as well as the implemen-
tation of a sensible review process to
reduce capricious tear downs.

As the council liaison to the His-
toric Preservation Commission
(HPC), I was part of the extensive
process of evaluating the proposed
changes to the ordinance. I was also
part of the helpful process of listening
to and responding to residents, many
of whom were very concerned as the
result of  disinformation delivered to
their doorsteps — but also others
who had legitimate and well-re-
searched concerns that led to some
constructive  suggestions.  In addi-
tion to the numerous phone calls and
emails we fielded, the HPC and the
Council had virtual and socially dis-
tanced in person meetings to talk about
intent and process, goals and objec-
tives, and, in a show of how the civic
process should indeed work, we made
further amendments in response to
some of these concerns. We then fi-
nalized the ordinance, which was ap-
proved by a vote of 8-1 last week  at
our Council meeting with more than
3,300 online views.

Of all the signs around town these
days, the ones that are the most impactful
are the actual signs of progress.  There
is nothing more exciting than repre-
senting well-informed and engaged
constituents with a common goal of
elevating our Town to new levels, and
collectively achieving those goals.

In the past 20 years, there have
been 1,000 homes demolished in
Westfield, of which 53 were within

identified historic districts, equating
to 2.6 destroyed historic properties a
year! In the future, instead of continu-
ing along that alarming path, Westfield
is now eligible for local, state and
federal grants to support preserva-
tion, and is slated to designate the
Town as an area in need of rehabilita-
tion.  The purpose of this designation
is not to declare blight, as letters of
disinformation assert, but instead to
allow us to offer five-year tax abate-
ment tools to homeowners who want
to invest in and improve their histori-
cally designated properties – an in-
centive-based approach that stemmed
from resident feedback.

There’s a reason in planning and
preservation circles that Westfield
WAS known as the “town of
teardowns,” a reputation we are proud
to be staring down.  The passing of
the ordinance bears witness to a town
that values its proud architectural
heritage and history, and is willing to
stand up for it.

In closing, I would like to thank the
many residents who took the time to
engage on this issue, and also to recog-
nize a few individuals for their passion
for preservation and their tireless ef-
forts to inform and engage the commu-
nity to protect our historic character:
Maria Boyes, Chair of the HPC, Robert
Wendel, our Town Historian, and all
the dedicated members of the HPC.
#thisplacematters  #Westfield300

Linda Habgood
First Ward Councilwoman

Westfield

We were still away vacationing at
the Jersey Shore this summer as we
began hearing from neighbors back
home in Westfield. So many people
are feeling anxious about the path our
town has chosen yet unsure how to
react and ease their own despair. Most
recently, the Historical Preservation
Committee stepped over the storm’s
debris and worked at breakneck speed
with the Brindle Administration to
convert our private property into their
social property. By removing our lib-
erty, the Town Council now has final
say to the ambitions we have for our
homes. The Brindle Administration is
now working feverishly to give a small
minority of homeowners in Westfield
the opportunity to benefit from his-
toric tax abatements while the rest of
the taxpayers n town will be forced to
settle up the difference and balance
our town’s bloated budget.

“Edward, why are they doing this?”
I hear or read most often. One text
read, “I want to say something, but you
see how scary public comment is dur-
ing the online Town Council meet-
ing.” Another says to me, “There is no
discussion. Mayor Brindle is the only
one talking when Councilman Con-
tract is not. Do you see how defensive
they both are? Some of the council are
not even paying attention.” Another
frustrated neighbor direct messages,
“It’s six months into this already. Why
is the Brindle Administration hiding
on Zoom? How come these meetings
are not being held outside on Quimby
where we can publicly address these
matters mask-to-mask?”

One neighbor confided, “Sadly, I
am afraid to speak up. I fear that I
might be roasted by Brindle on Zoom
or eaten by her sharks on the
Facebook.” Feeling salty from the
ocean’s breeze, I responded to her,
“Will the sharks eat me if I go further
out into the LBI surf? Maybe. I’m
swimming in their dining room, after
all. Yet, if I stay on the beach all day,
I will surely be burned by the sun.”

It is not surprising for me to hear
from or read about Westfield neigh-
bors in anguish over the physical and
fiscal condition of our town. I see
what you see. However, it is surpris-
ing for me to know who and how
many confident, successful people
are currently upset about town mat-
ters yet don’t know how to help each
other get our town back in order and
onto the right path. I’ve heard, read
texts or posts from coaching, PTO
and troop mom and dads; serious
contributors to the club, board and
religious communities; executives;
business owners; builders, realtors;
and many young, senior, men and
women who hustle, pay taxes and
keep up their homes.

I hear from talented people, those
both you and I admire everyday, who
leave me asking, “gosh, you have
great experience and ideas. Why don’t
you run for office or put yourself out
there with a formal Letter-to-the-Edi-
tor for the betterment of Westfield?”
So many smart and ambitious neigh-
bors who have ideas and experience
to contribute but are afraid to jump
into the deep waters of public service,
fearing they will be chewed up by the
sharks that patrol local politics. Who
needs the anxiety or stress of swim-
ming in these chilly waters?

You do. We do. Consider that anxi-
ety or stress as the price we pay for
our personal and community growth.
A person’s confidence grows only by
exercising their own voice, especially
when there is a chance that voice
could meet resistance. A community
grows when many people become
confident engaging in civil public
discussion.

To sit back safely inside private
conversations while stewing in our
anguish over the physical and fiscal

condition of our town is to surely be
burned by the harmful social policies
the Brindle Administration is employ-
ing. To sit back safely with only Mayor
Brindle talk-talk-talking when Coun-
cilman Contract is not is to endorse
Mayor Brindle removing our liberty
to promote a socialist public policy.
By overcoming our own discomfort
for rejection and disagreement and
by joining the public conversation
via service to Westfield or contribut-
ing a letter to the local editor, perhaps
the Brindle Administration will begin
returning its focus toward getting our
town back in order and back onto the
right path.

For Westfield’s sake! Don’t be
afraid. Get involved! Admittedly, it is
a bit scary swimming the chilly wa-
ters of local politics, pushing back on
Mayor Brindle’s social agenda. Un-
derstand, everyone arrives at their
Finding Nemo moment eventually,
having so much to offer yet anxious
about taking action themselves, not
wanting anything bad to happen to
them. When you are tired of being
burned by Mayor Brindle’s agenda,
just keep swimming confidently to-
ward the public’s deep. Those sharks
protecting Mayor Brindle’s social
policy have no teeth, and only her
harmless clown fish are (pa)trolling
local Facebook.

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The Real Blight in Westfield
Is in Town Hall

At its September 8 meeting,
Westfield’s Mayor and Council put
into motion the designation ofthe
entire Town of Westfield as blighted
and in need of rehabilitation. The.
Entire. Town. Think about that for a
second: Stoneleigh Park – blighted;
the Gardens – blighted; Wychwood
– blighted; your neighborhood and
mine – all blighted in the Mayor’s
eyes.

And why? So that Mayor Brindle
can hand out tax breaks that
Westfield can ill-afford during these
challenging economic times and
after she has spent more than half of
our town’s surplus.The real blight
in Westfield is the Brindle Adminis-
tration itself. In fact, the signs are
everywhere.

For the past few weeks, visitors
to our town, including those who
might be interested in buying a home
or opening up a business in one of
our many empty storefronts, have
been greeted at the Town line with
large electronic message boards
warning them to “Lock your cars!”
What a warm welcome from our
mayor.

As they roll-up their windows and
cautiously continue their ride, visi-
tors are met with “Mayor Brindle:

Hands off our homes!” lawn signs.
If they pull over and ask, they will
be told that the Brindle Administra-
tion just gave itself the power to
designate any home in town as his-
toric without the consent of the
owner and thereby restrict the exte-
rior changes that can be made. So
much for that potential homebuyer,
who knows they can look elsewhere
for an older home that they can
improve without local government
interference.

But perhaps our visitors will still
want to take a peaceful stroll through
Brightwood Park, one of the few
nature preserves in the region. Be-
fore getting there, however, they
notice the many “Save Our Sanctu-
ary!” signs, protesting the mayor’s
plan to construct mountain bike
trails and other commercial ameni-
ties in the town’s environmental
jewel. They won’t wait around long
enough to hear about the mayor’s
idea to cut down potentially thou-
sands of trees in Tamaques Park for
new playing fields that she could
already have built elsewhere in the
park without deforestation.

There is indeed a need for reha-
bilitation in Westfield, but it is not
in our neighborhoods or our down-
town. It is in Town Hall. There ap-
pears to be no stopping Mayor
Brindle’s unquenchable thirst for
power and control, accumulated and
exercised when there is the least
possibility for resistance – during a
pandemic and without any in-per-
son public meetings. Thankfully,
next November we can rid ourselves
of the real blight in town, caused by
our current local leadership.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

‘Death Notice’: Freedom in Westfield,
Beloved Sibling of Democracy

Freedom in Westfield died in the
late hours of Tuesday, September 8,
2020, during the Westfield Town’s
Council’s Zoom meeting. Freedom
died following a long illness attrib-
uted to the recent adoption of a
Historic Preservation Ordinance, re-
sulting in the denial of individual
property rights. More recently, this
condition was aggravated by the
designation of the entire town as an
Area in Need of Redevelopment,
the conversion of the once-public
Gumbert Park to a private Ice
Hockey Rink and the prospect of
re-designating Brightwood Park as
a mountain biking facility.

Born in ancient Greece, Freedom
and its sibling, Democracy, moved
to America from England, eventu-
ally developing a foothold in what
is now the Town of Westfield about
300 years ago. Following a well-
known, public disagreement with
its British cousins, Freedom in
Westfield (as it later became known)
was firmly established in 1776 and
became a permanent resident in
1783. It remained unmarried so it
could stay devoted to its first love,
The People, and gave birth to The
Bill of Rights in 1789.

Freedom in Westfield largely
thrived until 2017. With the elec-
tion of the current mayor and coun-
cil majority and undermined by spe-
cial interests, Freedom in Westfield
grew gravely ill, eventually suc-
cumbing to high taxes, overdevel-
opment and the loss of access to
public spaces — as well as the loss
of both individual and property
rights.

In addition to The Bill of Rights,
Freedom in Westfield is survived
by its distant cousins: the dual con-
cepts of Individual Liberty and Pri-
vate Property, the Declaration of
Independence and the US Constitu-
tion — all of which are currently on
life support. Due to Covid-19 re-
strictions, no ceremony of remem-

brance will be held, although a non-
sectarian, socially distanced service
is planned for a later date if any
downtown businesses remain open
to host such an event.

Several of Freedom in Westfield’s
friends and fellow residents be-
moaned its passing as a by-product
of the installation of a majority left-
leaning government, cancel culture,
a so-called implied mandate and the
embracing of socialist policies.
Freedom in Westfield was remem-
bered fondly as a well-known op-
ponent of B.O.L.D. (Big Tax In-
creases, Overdevelopment, Less
Democracy and Diminishing Home
Values), a local initiative which
seeks to reimagine Westfield as
Princeton North — a utopia of tax-
abated, historically designated,
dense housing developments and
parking garages, populated by walk-
ing, skating and (now) mountain
biking wallets.

In lieu of flowers, residents are
asked to take a Civics class and
remember Freedom’s threatened
legacy in Westfield when they vote
in local elections again in 2021.

Shawn Mullen
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in
order to protect the health, safety and
welfare of our citizens and consistent with
the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 et seq., through standards promul-
gated by the State of New Jersey, Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, and Executive
Orders 103 and 107, the regular meeting
of the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains scheduled for Wednesday,
September 30, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. will be
held by online/virtual means and tele-
phonically only.

The agenda for the meeting on Septem-
ber 30, 2020 will be posted on the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Website.  Members
of the public who wish to monitor and/or
participate in the public meeting may join
from a computer or capable device at:

Join Zoom Meeting
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /

85232477334?pwd=cHpoWVhuMnpIRDJP
eTAvczk0TWNiZz09

Meeting ID: 852 3247 7334
Password: 129233

or join by telephone by dialing 1 646 558
8656 and entering the above noted Meet-
ing ID when prompted.

Alternately, members of the public may
contact the Clerk/Land Use Secretary by
email at srapant@scotchplainsnj.com or
by phone, during regular business hours,
at (908) 322-6700 x 307 prior to the meet-
ing in order to ask any questions if encoun-
tering any difficulty with the options de-
scribed in this notice.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Secretary

1 T - 09/17/20, The Times Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in
order to protect the health, safety and
welfare of our citizens and pursuant to the
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-
6 et seq., and Executive Orders 103 and
107, the regular meeting of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains scheduled for Thursday,
October 1, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. will be held by
online/virtual means and telephonically
only.  The following application will be
heard:

Mubaashir Uqdah, 310 Farley Avenue,
Block 102, Lot 27, R-3A Zone who pro-
poses to construct a deck at the aforemen-
tioned single family dwelling, contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, R-3A Zone,
Schedule of Lot, Yard & Building Regu-
lations: Column 10 - Rear Yard. Minimum
Required: 30 feet. Proposed by Plan: 28
feet +/- by scale.

Section 23-2.2, Preservation of Natural
Features:

a. No structure shall be built within 50
feet of a stream bed which carries water on
an average of six months of the year, or on
land which is subject to periodic overflow
of a stream.

Proposed: deck located approximately
40 feet from edge of stream bed.

Members of the public who wish to moni-
tor and/or participate in these public meet-
ing procedures may join from a computer
or cell phone device at:

Join Zoom Meeting
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /

85659711418?pwd=eHhncmVNSFhvR2
dLdjg2VzQwWElTQT09

Meeting ID:  856 5971 1418
Password:  759541

or join by telephone by dialing one of the
numbers below and entering the Meeting
ID when prompted:

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,85659711418#,,,,,,0#,,759541#

US (New York)
+13017158592,,85659711418#,,,,,,0#,,759541#

US (Germantown)

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID:  856 5971 1418
Password:  759541
Find your local number: https://

us02web.zoom.us/u/kevylQIFrC

The applications and supporting materi-
als are on file and will be available for
public inspection, free of charge, at least
ten (10) days prior to the online/virtual
hearing at:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/
1zCGz1YjR9nNX_B4T7hfTcS3w08UVbL2S

Alternately, members of the public may
contact the Board Secretary by email at
srapant@scotchplainsnj.com or by phone,
during regular business hours, at (908)
322-6700 x 307 in order to make an ap-
pointment to review the application(s) and
supporting materials at the Municipal Build-
ing located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 09/17/20, The Times Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–659
AWARDED TO: Mott McDonald, of

Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide additional

engineering design and construction in-
spection services associated with the
Lenape Park Dam Rehabilitation Project

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$25,900.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed: $180,700.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-657
AWARDED TO: Remington & Vernick

Engineers of Secaucus, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide geotechnical

engineering services for the demolition of
the existing Union County Parking Deck at
Caldwell Place & Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$38,700.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-646
AWARDED TO: Community Access

Unlimited, Inc., Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide supportive ser-

vices to enhance employment goals in
partnership with the American Job Center

PERIOD: September 28, 2020-June 30,
2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $25,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/10/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-647
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide comprehensive

career services to enhance employment
goals for youth ages 14-24

PERIOD: September 28, 2020-June 30,
2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $125,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44
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BALDOWSKI 2 HR, 2 IW; MAZUR HR, STRANIERO IP HR

Renda Roads Nips Am. Legion
For UC 60 Softball Title, 21-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heading into the seventh inning with
the score tied 13-13, the second-seeded
American Legion opened fire with a
seven run barrage and it seemed like
top-seeded Renda Roads was heading

down a dead end street during Game 3
of the Union County Softball League
A Division Championship at Memo-
rial Field 3 in Linden on September 9.
However the Roadsters fired up their
engines and gunned down the highway
with eight runs to edge the American

Legion, 21-20, for the title.
Prior to this showdown, the Ameri-

can Legion squeaked by Renda Roads,
12-11, in Game 1 but the Roadsters
chugged past the Legionnaires, 11-8,
in Game 2. Renda Roads had com-

McKENNA 6 RBI, OPORTO 4 RBI, DeBERNARDO 2-RUN HR

St. Sebastian Routs St. Anthony
For St. Bart’s League Title, 19-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All 12 of his St. Sebastian team-
mates were determined to deliver vet-
eran pitcher Frank Chupko his 402nd
career victory at the 42nd St. Bart’s

Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
Championship at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on Labor Day, Septem-
ber 7. And they did in a big way with
a 19-5 rout of St. Anthony. But only
five months ago there were major

questions as to whether there would
even be a softball season due to the
COVID19 cloud of fear.

“We were wondering if the Gover-
nor was tightening everything down

********* Welcome to The 23rd Annual  “You Don’t Have to Be a Hero” All-Corbin Team: *********
The All-Corbin Team is dedicated to the Adult Softball Leagues, Girls Softball and Youth Baseball Travel Leagues. The selections are based entirely on neat-looking plays, fan participation and interesting positions.

  1. Best  Slide Home – AJ Parchman Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12U 2. Best Concentration at Home – Catcher Zach Fernandez Westfield 12U White 3. Best Contact – Shayne Cleeve Westfield 14U Girls Softball 4. Best Leap
at Home – Louie Ciullo Westfield 12U 5. Best Senior Stretch – Farlan Alusik Deegan Roofing UC 50+ League 6. Best Out by Saint – Catcher Karl Grossmann (St. Wolfgang) on Joe LoBrace (St. Francis) 7. Best Bunt – Casey
Laguna Westfield 18U Softball 8. Best Sign of the Times – Howie Walker DeBellis UC 60+ League 9. Best Stride A – Dylan Singer Westfield 12U 10. Best Stride B – Oliver Nelson Cranford 12U  11. Best Scoop at 1st – Commish
Jim Killeen (St. Sebastian) 12. Best Wait for Putout – Gia Licini Westfield 12U Softball 13. Best Caught Stealing – Matt Minchak Cranford 12U 14. Most Classic Slide and Catch – Bryan Jordan (Westfield 12U) & Christian
Pereira Cranford 15. Best Opposite Field Hit – Tim Mulhall Linwood Inn UC 50+ League 16. Best 50+ Team Supreme – Deegan Roofing. 17. Best St. Bart’s Team Supreme – St. Sebastian – 2020 St. Bart’s Champions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2020 ST. BART’S CHAMPS - ST. SEBASTIAN...The St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League champs consisted of Lou
Balestriere, Jim Killeen, Frank Chupko (with helmet), Mike McKenna, Keith Karyczak, Nash Warfield, Rick Wustefeld, Joe
Oporto, Joe DeBernardo, Mike Markowycz, Louis Fraguas, Wells Pikaart and John DeLuca.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RENDA ROADS - 2020 UC 60+ CHAMPIONS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Steve Ferro, Brian Williams, Rick
Wilson, Gary Pence, Joe Massimino, Sal Martino and Anthony Santorelli; back row, Tom Baldowski, Dennis Watson, Bernie
McGuire, John Mazur, Tom Straniero, Mark Mariski and Dan DeFedele.

See Rearview & Sports Photos
at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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August 22, 2019: “Deeganators”
has certainly been an accurate name
for top-seeded Deegan Roofing when
it comes to competing for the Union
County Senior 50+ Softball League A
Division title. The Deeganators, win-

ners of Game 1, 6-2, seized a quick 9-
2 lead after two innings in Game 2 and
trudged onward to terminate the third-
seeded Roselle American Legion, 11-
3, at Memorial Field 2 in Linden on
August 22 to earn their sixth straight
title. The Legionnaires defeated sec-
ond-seeded JoeMax Telecom, 22-11
and 13-9 to advance to the finals,
while Deegan humbled the Phenom-
enal Boyz, 25-9 and 16-11.

Pitcher Pete Appolito kept the Le-
gionnaires low in their trenches, scat-
tering nine hits, which included only
one triple to Jim McCullough, who
also singled. Bill Buteau was the only
other Legionnaire who had two hits
with a pair of singles.

Scott Mugele held the big hammer
for the Roofers and pounded a three-
run home run. Joe DeFabio was the
most consistent, going 3-for-3 with a
double, two runs scored and an RBI.
Ricky McMahon thumped an RBI
triple and a ground-rule double, while
scoring once. Damon Roth doubled
twice, scored once and had an RBI.
Appolito had a pair of RBI singles
and scored once.

August 23, 2019: Second-seeded
St. Joseph’s offense and pitcher
Harold Hopler were hot and top-

seeded St. Anthony was not when the
two top-rung teams went face-to-face
in the semifinals of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 23. Hopler permit-
ted just three singles, while one batter
reached on a fielder’s choice and an-
other on an error, and his team
pounded St. Anthony pitcher Frank
Chupko with 22 hits in a 17-0 thrash-
ing.

Chris San Juan led the Joe boys
going 4-for-4, with a home run, a
triple, four runs scored and three RBI.
Todd Feinberg slammed a three-run
triple to go with his RBI single and
another single. Dave Merkel tripled,
doubled, singled, scored twice and
had two RBI. Hopler hacked trip RBI
singles and scored once. James Barba
singled twice, doubled and scored
three times and Tony Perconte went
2-for-2 with a triple and an RBI sac-
rifice fly, while scoring twice.

Late August, 2019: Confidence
building has been the number-one
objective of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Head Coach Austin
Holman when he grabbed the reins of
the football team this season and the
strategy seems to be working out.
Players are beginning to understand
the mechanics of their positions and a
number of multi-sport athletes, who
skipped playing football in the past,

are now attracted to the program.
Last year (2018) the Raiders had a

number of juniors and sophomores
on the defense and even a freshman
starter, so experience was basically at
a minimum. Holman looks to senior
Bryant Cadet to line up at nose tackle.
Also in the line would be sophomore
Mike Banic, who played varsity last
year, and juniors Liam Mahr and
Kenny Yeager. Junior Jack Manville
returns as the middle linebacker with
outside linebackers being junior Alex
Werkheiser and sophomore Isaiah
Nathaniel, and junior Christian Piesch
at strong linebacker. At the corners
will be senior Jake Hahn and junior
Marshall Young. Senior Justin Clark
is expected to be the strong safety and
junior Shawn Martin will be at free
safety.

August 23, 2018: Imminent defeat
was only one swing away for second-
seeded Contact Lens & Vision in
Game 1 of the best of three Union
County Senior 50+ B Division semi-
final playoffs against the third-seeded
Riverside Inn at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 23. Trailing,
14-8, in the bottom of the seventh
inning, late arriver Ed Quinn hopped
a two-out single over third base to

ignite an unbelievable seven-run rally
as the Contact “Purple Gang” stunned
the Riverside Tapsters, 15-14.

Contact connected for 27 total hits,
which included a two-run home run
from Scott Cohen, who also had a
third RBI and an intentional walk.
Matt Kasper, who went 4-for-4 with a
run scored, had the only other extra
base hit for the Visionaries with a
two-run triple. Leadoff hitter Brian
Dayton ripped three singles and scored
all three times as did Kerry Gelb, who
also had an RBI. Dan Righetti had
three hits, an RBI and scored twice.
But it was “Super” Dave Rothenberg
(3-for-4, 2 RBI), who earned his title,
with the triumphant winning RBI
single.

August 24, 2018: Robert Del Cid
scored all the way from first base on
Jack Kennedy’s two-out single to right
in the bottom of the sixth inning that
put St. Anthony on top to stay during
a 10-9 victory over St. Sebastian in a

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League
playoff elimination game on August
24 at Farley Field in Scotch Plains.
Each team faced elimination with a
loss which made for a tense, hard-
fought back and forth struggle. The
lead changed hands four times with
each team turning in their fair share of
fine defensive plays. In the end, it was
a play that was not made which turned
out to be the difference.

Deadlocked at 9-9 heading into the
sixth, Del Cid grew a  leadoff walk but
St. Sebastian pitcher Bryan Munoz
retired the next two batters and ap-
peared to be on his way to a fourth
consecutive scoreless inning.
Kennedy then delivered a clean single
into right field that became much more
when outfielder Pat MacDonnell was
unable to cut off the ball. As the ball
kicked of MacDonnell’s glove and
rolled away, Del Cid turned on the
jets on his way to third, never hesitat-
ing as he rounded the bag and headed
for home with what would become
the winning run.

August 24, 2018: Seeded fifth and
finishing the regular season with a
tepid 10-10 record did not mean a
thing to St. Wolfgang once the pack
entered the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoff. After knock-
ing off fourth-seeded St. Anthony (7-
6) and eighth-seeded St. Vincent (15-
2), surprising victors over top-seeded
St. George, the Wolfpack sank their
teeth into the unsuspecting second-
seeded St. Francis squad and ripped
off an 8-1 victory at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 24 to
advance to the championship game to
be held on Labor Day, September 3,

at the same location.
Wolfgang pitcher Howie Bialos was

just downright nasty to the St. Fran
men in not allowing an earned run,
while spreading out 10 singles, walk-
ing no one and striking out one. Only
one Fran man had more than one hit,
pitcher Mike Kozlowski (2-for-3), and
the only person to score was Ray Lo
(1-for-2) who reached base on an
error in the third inning then later
scored on an error.

Late August 2017: Defending
Union County Tournament champi-
ons, a 15-4-2 record and the fact that
the Westfield High School boys soc-
cer team permitted only 14 goals in
those 21 games last year could very
well mean that opposing teams will
be salivating at the opportunity to
knock them off this season. The Blue

Devil boys’ plan is to key on their
defensive strength and to prepare
themselves early for a very competi-
tive first two weeks of the regular
season.

The good news is that they have a
very experienced returning backfield
with senior co-captains Mark Walter
and Dan Sokolin and seniors Graham
Studwell and Andrew Eliades. Also
on the defense are seniors David
Sprung and Mathew Canabarro.

August 24, 2016: Opportunities
had arisen due to multiple errors and
both teams managed to capitalize in a
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoff semifinal showdown
between top-seeded St. Maximilian
and second-seeded St. Wolfgang at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 24. The winner would imme-
diately be presented with its ticket to
play in the League Championship
game on Labor Day, while the loser
would be cast into the losers’ bracket
to compete once more for its chance
to advance to the heralded champion-
ship game.

Aware that it is much better to have
the “bird in the hand” now, each team
amplified their intensity and each team
managed to grasp the lead a few times.
However in the bottom of the seventh
inning with the score tied, Ed
Villaverde lashed a leadoff single to
right-center but was thrown out at-
tempting to stretch it to a double. Rich
Pitonzo followed with a single to left
then strutted to second on a walk to
Frank Vecchione. Jay Semple stepped
to the plate and slashed a single to
right to bring Pitonzo gloriously home,
earning St. Max a 15-14 victory and

their ticket to appear on the field on
Labor Day.

Early September 2016: Pieces of
a superb puzzle all seem to be coming
together and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team expect to have the right fit to
have an A++ season. The Raiders had
an A season last year with another
conference title and fifth straight
Union County Tournament (UCT) title
with a 1-0, overtime win over Eliza-
beth but fell short with a loss in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semi-
final to finish 20-2-2.

In all, it was the Raiders’ 26th con-
ference title and 19th UCT title (17th
for Head Coach Tom Breznitsky, who
jumped his 41-year career won/loss/
tie record to 696-161-58. In addition
to the return of a host of fine veterans

who also played in Costa Rica during
the summer, this season the Raiders
will also enjoy the services of four
athletes, who played academy soccer
last year — senior Andrew Murray,
juniors John Murphy, Jr. and Tom
DeVizio and sophomore Rock Valian.

Early September 2016: Stats have
been entered in the book that has
shown last year’s Cranford High
School football team that finished
with a 12-0 record and won another
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2
championship had broken nearly ev-
ery scoring and rushing record in
school history. Now, this year’s Cou-
gars are faced with maintaining that
winning tradition.

The Cougars do return a few veter-
ans with good credentials such as
seniors Ryan Bakie, Brian McGovern,

Alex Esposito, Tom Armstrong, Sean
Bryson and Anthony Ramirez and
junior Dylan Budnik.

September 4, 2015: Westfield
roared out to a fast start then survived
an extended dry spell before rallying
for a straight set (25-22, 25-23) vic-
tory over JP Stevens, in its season
opening match held on September 4
at Westfield High School. Stephanie
Borr had six kills, while Lindsay
Miller contributed 17 assists to pace
the Blue Devil effort. Rachel Holt
served up three aces on the day.

Early September 2015: Many
close games went in favor of the op-
posing teams last year, but this year’s

Westfield High School field hockey
team expects to turn the tables to be
on the top side of those type of games.
Four-year starter, senior midfielder
Cami Sullivan, who scored eight goals
and had three assists last year, is ex-
pected, once again, to be a scoring
threat.

Junior Christina Seery, a three-year
varsity player, returns at goalie. Last
year she saved 193 goals only allow-
ing 63 all season. Senior Chrissie
Sloan can be depended upon as a
solid defender. “Chrissie is a great
teammate who is very comfortable as
a sweeper/back.”

Labor Day, 2014: The showdown
between St. Vincent and St. Nicholas
for the St. Bart’s Softball League
Championship at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains turned out to be in the
“thrilling” category with the Nick’s
plating a pair of runs in the bottom of
the seventh inning to snap a 6-6 tie
and holding on to claim an 8-6 victory
and the crown. Tom Fazio led the

Nicks with a 3-for-3 morning, which
included a key RBI double in the
seventh inning. Rinaldo Santiago
slammed a two-run home run and
finished with four RBI.

Early September 2014: Injuries
hampered the Westfield girls soccer
team throughout the entire season last
year and a number of young girls had
to rise from the bench to fill in for
their downed teammates, but for ev-
ery adversity there is a seed of equal
opportunity and those seeds may be
sprouting rapidly for this year’s Lady
Blue Devils. Two talented veterans,
seniors Lil Scott and Judy McDonald,
have been selected team captains.

“We have 17 returning players with
a roster of 23. Of those 23, we only
have six seniors. So even though we
are experienced we are still a young

team,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt said.

The most powerful offensive punch
is expected to come from a pair of
sophomores, Hannah Liddy (striker)
and Taylor Morgan (attacking
midfielder). Junior Lauren Rigney
returns to lead on defense. Sopho-
more Raffi Laitamaki and juniors
Hannah Hawkins, Sarah Broughton
and Molly Bandelli also return on
defense. New Defenders are sopho-
mores Sonya Peregrim and Sara Is-
rael.

Early September 2013: “Blue Tsu-
nami” is the term given by Head Coach
Thom Hornish for this year’s

Westfield High School girls cross-
county team that boasts the school’s
highest turnout ever at nearly 145
strong. With the talent that lies within
that number, the Blue Devils are look-
ing to overwhelm their opponents.

Several girls bring with them proven
results, including team captains Gabby
Stravach, Elisabeth Neylan, Erica
Fischer and Allison Diamond. Others
presently in the “Alpha” group are:
juniors Meghan O’Dwyer, Natalie
Marcotullio, Johanna Mermer,
Caroline Stocking, Kelly Morrison
and Charlie O’Brien, along with se-
niors Anna Tanji and Kathleen
McCutcheon.

Early September 2013: Wave af-
ter wave of Blue uniforms means an-
other very promising season for the
Westfield High School boys cross-
country team that is looking to suc-
cessfully defend its county, confer-
ence and sectional titles.

“We have about 95 guys, a nice

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Late Summer Activities **

David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING A RUNNING BACK...The Raiders, in blue, crunch a Pascack
Hills running back during a quad scrimmage with AL Johnson, Verona and
Pascack Hills at ALJ High School in Clark on August 27, 2019.

David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A GREETING...Blue Devil running back Tim Alliegro is greeted by a host
of Cougars during a scrimmage game between Westfield and Cranford at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on August 30, 2019.

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLASH OF THE COLORS...The Westfield Blue Devil girls soccer team and the
Hunterdon Central Red Devils clash during a scrimmage game at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on August 25, 2018.

(September 2015 files)Photo Courtesy of Mitch Aronson

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are:
seated; co-captains/seniors Kelly Dorry and Gab Cofone; second row, juniors
Dana Boretz, Olivia Meyer, Lindsay Miller, Leigh Scarano and Lizzy Sottung and
senior Rachel Holt; standing, sophomore Sydney Swingle, senior Sara Correa-
senior, sophomore Leah Andrews senior Rachel Mattessich, sophomore Erica
Varga, junior Hayley Kasko, sophomore Stephanie Borr and head coach Beverly
Torok (September 4, 2015).

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING FOR A TD...Cranford Cougar running back Jamie Shriner heads for
a TD during a scrimmage game with the Carteret Ramblers at Memorial Field in
Cranford on August 24, 2018.

STEPPING UP TO VARSITY...The SPF Raider field hockey team (fully funded
by the SPF Field Hockey Club) will compete at the varsity level for the first time
this season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Erin Lay, Kira Richardson,
Catherine Buren, Cassidy Novella, Isa St. Rosa, Jadie Pearl and Jamie Frank;
second row, Meagan Lavin, Ali Boylan, Hailey Richardson, Abby Conklin, Ali
Seiro, Jessica Szulc, Sophia Iacona and Sierra Moorman; back row, Kelly Nitti,
Madi Slifer, Emilia Boissonneault, Tracy Bagdonas, Julia Blaschak, Julia Barnes,
Kayla Nitti, Olivia Calcaterra and Vicki Savoca. Not Pictured: Hailey Cino.
Coaches: Ally Neidig, Sarah Weber and Virginia Weber (September 2017).

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP...Cranford Cougar Anna Kalafatis, No. 23, gets a little friction
from Blue Devil Lil Scott in the Westfield home opener on September 5, 2014. The
Blue Devils and the Cougars battled to a 1-1 double overtime tie.

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL ALPHA DOGS...The Blue Devil boys cross-country “Alpha Dogs”,
pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ryan Siegel, Matt Luppino and Andrew
Stockwell; middle row, Griffin Mooney, Bryan Jackler and Matt Russo; back row,
Mike Esler, Dalton Herzog, Philip Edwards and Gideon Lee (September 2013).

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROCKING WITH MO-TOWN...The Raiders, in light blue, refined their skills in
a scrimmage with the Morristown Colonials in Scotch Plains last week. The
Raiders are anticipating an A++ season (early September, 2016).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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St. Sebastian Routs St. Anthony, 19-5, for Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Renda Nips Amer. Legion for UC 60+ Title, 21-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

16% Auto Rate Decrease
Celebrating Our 30th Year!

pleted the regular season with a 9-1
record and the American Legion fin-
ished 7-3.

In the championship game, Renda
Roads rapped 24 hits, which included
three over-the-fence home runs and
one “legging-it-out” home run. Tom
Baldowski, who scored three times,
bashed a three-run homer in his first
at-bat and a solo homer in his second
at-bat before being intentionally
walked in his next two plate appear-
ances. John Mazur mangled a solo
homer and added an RBI double and
an RBI single, while scoring three
times. Tom Straniero (4-for-4, 4 runs)
managed to credit himself with a three-
run inside-the-park homer after his
line drive deflected off centerfielder
Willie Shumate’s glove.

Road Gangster Mark Mariski (RBI)
doubled, singled twice and scored
three times. Dan DeFedele rapped a
two-run single and an RBI single to
go with his other single and run scored.
Veteran Brian Williams went 2-for-2
with a run scored and veteran Steve
Ferro went 1-for-1 and scored once.
Pitcher Gary Pence tapped an RBI
single and brought in the winning run
with a sacrifice fly to leftfield.

The Legionnaires totaled 28 hits
and Bill Buteau crunched a two-run
triple and an RBI single, while adding
another single and a run scored. Billy
Daniel went 3-for-3 with two RBI and
scored all three times. Shumate
slapped a two-run double, singled
twice and scored twice. Bill Dugan
doubled, singled twice and scored
twice. Pitcher Ed Lubas lined a two-
run single and an RBI single.

The Road Crew got a good jump on
the Legion with six runs in the bottom
of the first inning. Mariski and
Straniero both singled then Baldowski
sent the softball sailing over the right-
centerfield fence. After Shumate made
a great catch in center, Mazur sent a
solo laser over the leftfield fence.
DeFedele and Joe Massimino (1-for-
2, intentional walk & walk) both
hopped singles past first then Pence
and Sal Martino followed with RBI
singles.

Nice plays by third baseman Den-
nis Watson and Pence on the mound
prevented the Legion from scoring in
the second, so the Road Gang decided
to add three runs in their half of the
inning to seize a 9-0 lead. Ferro
bounced a single over second and
Mariski sliced a double down the

third base line then Straniero slashed
a liner that got by Shumate and rolled
toward the right-centerfield fence.
Like a stallion, Straniero galloped
around the bases until his hoofs
trampled home plate.

But the American Legion awak-
ened in the third to plate eight runs
and it all began with Mike Jones’ (2-
for-3, 2 runs) lobbing single just over
first. Glen Sytko (2-for-3, 2 runs)
lined a single over second and Daniel
wiggled an RBI single to center. Lubas
looped an RBI single to left and Ralph
Genova (2 hits, 2 runs) reached first
on a force out at second. Chris Paterek
grounded an RBI single to right,
Amato hooked an RBI double to right
and Shumate brought them both home
with a double to deep center. Geno
Antonucci (2-for-4, 2 runs) slapped
an RBI single by first, Dugan singled
and Buteau made the score 9-8 with a
lined single to right-center.

Somewhat shell shocked Renda
could answer only with Baldowski’s
solo homer over the leftfield fence
then the Legionnaires took an 11-10
lead with three runs in the fourth in-
ning. Jim McCullough (2-for-3, RBI,
run) and Jones singled, Daniel chopped
an RBI single over second and Lubas
lined a two-run single to center.

Renda Roads regained the lead with
three runs in the fifth. Straniero singled

and Anthony Santarelli’s fly was
dropped in left. Baldowski was inten-
tionally walked and Bernie McGuire
(2 hits, run, RBI) hit into a double
play as Straniero scored. Mazur poked
an RBI double and DeFedele hacked
an RBI single over second.

The Legion knotted the score in the
sixth on an RBI sac fly by Steve
Miscia and an RBI single by
McCullough then held Renda score-
less. The fireworks then began in the
seventh as the Legion pelted the Road-
sters with seven runs on seven hits,
which included a two-run throwing
error and Buteau’s two-run triple off
the right field fence.

But Renda responded with true
championship behavior. Watson
reached on a throwing error, Ferro
singled and Mariski plopped an RBI
single over first. Straniero singled
and Santarelli laced a two-run single
to right. Baldowski was intentionally
walked and Bernie McGuire rico-
cheted an RBI single off Lubas. Mazur
tapped an RBI single and DeFedele
tied the score with a two-run single to
center. Massimino was intentionally
walked then nearly all defensive play-
ers crowed the infield. Pence stepped
to the plate and lofted his game-win-
ning sacrifice fly to leftfield.
American Legion 008 302 7 20
Renda Roads 631 030 8 21

and we weren’t sure we would be able
to do anything. We decided to go
ahead with our draft anyway. We did
an online draft. About 57-60 guys
dialed in out of the 120. Everyone
was laughing and joking and having a
good time. We drew our teams. In
June when they announced we could
start to play, we followed the guide-
lines, reshuffled the teams and here
we are,” St. Bart’s League Commis-
sioner Jim Killeen explained.

“Through our Commissioner Jim
Killeen we are having a season. We
did a lot of leg work. I tribute having
this 2020 season to Jim Killeen,” St.
Anthony team manager Bob Camisa
added.

Killeen also had a special interest
in the game since he was playing for
St. Sebastian.

“I’m playing. First time in a while!
This is my fifth. I am 1-3 so far. It’s
always a pleasure to be behind Frankie
‘Chup’ on the hill. He’s a no nonsense
pitcher. He puts it right in there. You
know he’s going to go first pitch strike.
You are not standing around wonder-
ing if he’s going to walk people. You
always got to be ready and it’s fun,”
Killeen expressed.

“I don’t have many. I have one or
two. That’s it! I’ve been in the league
a long time and it’s always to the last
playoff game and somebody goofs
up,” Chupko revealed. “I’m glad to
be here. We have a nice bunch of guys
and they back me up. I try to throw
strikes and let them catch it.”

Chupko, a Bronze Star recipient
(Vietnam) and the second longest ac-
tive player in the League behind Joe
McEvoy, who just happened to be
playing for St. Anthony, began play-
ing in 1982.

“Back in (19)91 Joe McEvoy was
the manager. We were 11-11. We did
good in the playoff games, got to the
championship game and won it,”
Chupko recalled.

As to his experience in champion-
ship games, Camisa said, “This is my
second one. My rookie year two years
ago as a captain, we were here and
won and now we are back this year. I
have been in the League since 2003. It
took that long to get to a champion-

ship game. I feel the other team is
better. I’m hoping that we keep it
competitive and we don’t let the fans
down.”

Every batter in the St. Sebastian lineup
scored, at least, a run and had, at least,
one hit in the 30-hit battering of the
stunned St. Anthony machine. None,
however, were more frightening than
Mike McKenna, who not only went 4-
for-4 and scored four times; but also, he
whacked a two-run triple, a two-run
single, an RBI double and an RBI sac-
rifice fly to go with another double. Joe
Oporto (3-for-4) had a two-run double,
an RBI single and an RBI sac fly. Keith
Karyczak went 4-for-5 with a double
and two runs scored, while scoring once.
But Joe DiBernardo crunched a two-
run over-the-fence home run and added
an RBI sac fly.

Seb sluggers Louis Fraguas (RBI)
and Nash Warfield also got into the
act with three singles and a run scored
each. Chupko (RBI) and Lou
Balestriere both singled twice and
scored twice. Rick Wustefeld and John
DeLuca each singled twice, scored
once and had an RBI. Mike
Markowycz singled twice and scored
once, Killeen rapped an RBI single
and scored once, and Wells Pikaart
singled and scored once.

Chupko allowed 15 hits over the
nine-inning contest and 10 of those
hits came in the two innings that St.
Anthony managed to score. Andrew
Smyth went 3-for-3 with a double and
two RBI. Ray Santiago went 2-for-2,
scored twice and drew the game’s
only walk. Don Margolis singled in
both of his at-bats. Ed DeFrancesco,
John Greenblatt and Lou Blau all
singled and scored once.

Chupko did toss seven shutout in-
nings but he was the recipient of a
number of splendid defensive plays,
especially from Balestriere at second
and McKenna at shortstop, who were
involved in a number of impressive
putouts, including a 6-4-3 double play.
First baseman Killeen pulled off an
intelligent force out at home that was
followed by a gun down at third by
Oporto the catcher. Markowycz made
a fabulous running grab in leftfield
and Chupko used his quick reflexes to

snag Jim Devlin’s vicious liner.
Although the majority of St.

Sebastian’s were hit in vacant spots, St.
Anthony did manage a few fine defen-
sive plays, mostly by Santiago at third
base. Shortstop Daryl Palmieri made a
lunging snag of Killeen’s liner and sec-
ond baseman Eddie Fernandez grabbed
Wustefeld’s steaming liner. Greenblatt
hauled in a tough liner in leftfield.

St. Sebastian came out swinging
and tallied three runs in the top of the
first inning. Balestriere hopped a
single over second, Karysczak
knocked a double to center, McKenna
drilled a two-run triple to center and
Oporto lofted an RBI sac fly to left.
St. Anthony quickly answered with
three runs. Blau bopped a single over
short, Greenblatt hacked a single past
first and Santiago sliced an RBI single

to right. Jack Kennedy added an RBI
groundout to short and Smyth wobbled
an RBI single past short.

The roof of security collapsed on
St. Anthony big time when St.
Sebastian sent 17 batters to the plate
and strutted away with another 12
runs on 14 hits. The deluge was capped
by McKenna’s two-run single to left,
Oporto’s two-run double off the
leftfield fence and DiBernardo’s two-
run homer over the right field fence.

Chupko would toss shutout ball for
the next three innings. In the mean-
time, St. Sebastian tacked on a pair of
runs in the fourth inning to up the lead
to 17-3. Balestriere, who singled to
right, scored on McKenna’s double
then Oporto lined an RBI single down
the third baseline.

St. Anthony attempted to get its
offense going and actually got six hits
in the fifth inning but were only able
to score twice. Killeen’s crafty ma-
neuver to nab the runner at home and
Oporto’s toss to third for an out doused
any thoughts of St. Anthony’s hopes
for glory.

In the seventh, McKenna doubled
and scored on DiBernardo’s sac fly to
right. The final run of the game skipped
home in the ninth when Chupko, who
had singled, scored on McKenna’s
sac fly to right.
St. Sebastian 3(12) 020 010 1 19
St. Anthony 3   0 002 000 0 5

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Late Summer Activities **

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AMERICAN LEGION - UC 60+ RUNNERUP...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Bill Dugan, Willie Shumate, Ralph
Genova, Jim McCullough, Glen Sytko and Steve Miscia; back row, Mike Jones, Bill Daniel, Ed Lubas, Geno Antonucci, Chris
Paterek, Bill Buteau, Jack Helfrish and John Amato.

After a championship season that
was cut short and several months off,
the Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish were
back together this summer. While
practice looked different, and there
were no meets, the swimmers were
happy to be back doing dryland and
practicing in the pool.

The season started with two weeks
of dryland to get the kids back in shape
and mobile after being out of the pool
for over three months. Following that,
the team spent the remaining eight
weeks of summer doing a mix of dry-
land and pool workouts during early
morning hours at both Memorial and
Manor Park pools in Westfield.

The team adhered to all COVID
related guidelines. Temperature
checks and health questions were
asked before each practice, six feet of
social distancing was enforced at both

dryland and while waiting on the pool
deck, and the number of kids in each
lane was cut down to two or three
versus a pre-COVID lane count that
could sometimes approach 10. Not-
withstanding all of the new rules, the
kids were happy to be back in the pool
doing what they love with their friends,
even at 6 a.m.!

Now that a successful summer sea-
son has come to an end, the Devilfish
are gearing up for their fall season
which began indoors at the Westfield
YMCA on September 14. Once again
COVID safety measures will be taken,
group sizes will be smaller and dry-
land will continue to be outdoors.
With meets not likely anytime soon,
the kids are excited to continue to be
in the pool knowing that every pre-
caution is being taken to keep them,
the coaches, and the “Y” staff safe.

group of ninth graders, about 22 ninth
graders. Our sophomore group has
grown by about 10 more kids. We
have a lot of talent in all the levels.
That’s good not just for this year but
for the next couple of years,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Chris Tafelski said.

Team captains Matt Luppino, Phil
Edwards, Dalton Herzog and Gideon
Lee, along with Mike Esler and Andrew
Stockwell head a strong senior class.
Luppino and Edwards, especially, have
a list of impressive credentials.

September 7, 2013: Eighteen min-
utes of relatively even play changed
abruptly to a one-sided shelling on
the part of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team that
claimed a 3-0 victory over the
Parsippany Hills Lady Vikings in
Scotch Plains on September 7. Middie
Jodie Cornwell, forward Tori
Baliatico and Paige Vanbuskirk scored
goals for the Raiders.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots on
goal in the scoreless first half and

added another 13 in the second half,
while the Vikings managed only two
shots in each half. Raider goalkeep-

ers, senior Angela Rastelli, needed
only to make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner made
one in the second half.

September 6, 2012: Another very
promising year began for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team, winners of six of the last
seven Union County Tournament
titles, with a 4-0 victory over Summit
in its season opener in Scotch Plains

on September 6.
With the exception of a few brief

moments, the 1-0 Raiders’ front line

strike force had the luxury of pushing
the attack on the Hilltoppers’ turf
throughout the game, especially with
the help of their stubborn group of
midfielders that includes seniors
Christy Monroy (captain), Jessie
Klein, Julie Glover and Olivia
Mendes, and junior Kathryn
Cunningham, along with a tough
backfield headed by senior captain
Christine Miklas.

David B. Corbin (September 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING TOWARD THE GOAL...A Lady Blue Devil moves the ball towards the
opponent’s goal during a scrimmage with Old Bridge a few weeks ago at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield (Late August, 2015).

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL XC FRONT RUNNERS...Pictured, left to right: front row; team
captains Allison Diamond, Erica Fischer and Gabby Stravach (missing Elisabeth
Neylan); second row, Amanda Fischer, Kathleen McCutcheon, Megan O’Dwyer,
Anna Tanji and Gabriel Brennan; third row, Kelly Morrison, Johanna Mermer,
Charlie O’Brien, Natalie Marcotullio and Caroline Stocking (Sept. 2013).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE STRETCH...St. Anthony first baseman Bob Camisa makes a big stretch in hopes of doubling up St.
Sebastian’s Mike Markowycz in the seventh inning. The throw was just a little too late. St. Sebastian became the 2020 St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League champions with a 19-5 victory.

Devilfish Back in the Pool
After an Extended Break
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www.dughihewit.com

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable.  Be prepared for
power outages.  FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today.  Call 1-844-
228-1850 Special financing for
qualified customers.

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-516-1257

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS:  Do you want to reach nearly
a million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90 news-
papers throughout NJ for $560.
Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-359-
7381 or visit www.njpa.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments?  Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It’s a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nj

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet.  We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs.  Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-11

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 255 LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, ARTICLES II & VIII,
PERTAINING TO AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING, AND TO
CREATE AN ABANDONED
PROPERTIES TO AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING PROGRAM

SUMMARY

On August 11, 2020, the Township of
Cranford (the “Township”), introduced Or-
dinance 2020-11. Section 1 of the Ordi-
nance replaces the existing Section 255-6
of the Municipal Code of the Township of
Cranford (“Code”) regarding Affordable
housing development fees. Section 2 of
the Ordinance replaces the existing Code
Chapter 255, Land Development, Article
VIII Affordable Housing Regulations. Sec-
tion 3 of the Ordinance amended Code
Chapter 25, Land Development, to create
a new Article X Abandoned Properties to
Affordable-Housing Program. This pro-
gram permits the Township to designate
certain properties on the Township’s Aban-
doned Properties List for acquisition as
Affordable Housing through a program
administered by the Township’s Afford-
able Housing Administrative Agent.

Section 4 of the Ordinances states that
the separate sections of the Ordinance are
severable, and if one section is invalidated
for any reason the other sections remain in
effect. Section 5 of the Ordinance states
that it supersedes any inconsistent or con-
flicting ordinances. Section 6 of the Ordi-

nance directs the Township Clerk to pro-
vide notice to the Union County Planning
Board and all other persons entitled to
notice pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-15, and
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-6. Section 7 of the Ordi-
nance directs the Township Clerk to sub-
mit a copy of the Ordinance to the Town-
ship Planning board for its review in accor-
dance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A.
40:55D-64. Section 8 of the Ordinance
states that the Ordinance shall take effect
immediately upon adoption and publica-
tion, and filing of the final form of adoption
with the County Planning Board and tax
Assessor.

On September 8, 2020, Section 2 of the
foregoing ordinance was amended to in-
clude a mandatory affordable housing set-
aside requirement for development appli-
cations that benefit from a rezoning, vari-
ance or redevelopment plan.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 2020-11 will be further
considered for final passage after public
hearing to be held at the Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey on Tuesday, September 22, 2020
at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as this
matter can be reached. All persons inter-
ested will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of the amended Ordinance No. 2020-11
are available, for no fee, in the office of the
Township Clerk, Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey, 07016, during the hours of 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
(email: p-donahue@cranfordnj.org or tele-
phone: 908-709-7210).

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $69.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

– Obituaries –
Shannon Boyle Mogila, of Westfield;

Beloved Mother, Wife and Friend

Shannon Boyle Mogila

Shannon (Boyle) Mogila unexpect-
edly passed away peacefully in her
sleep on Tuesday, September 8, 2020,
at her home in Westfield, N.J.

Born in Fort Knox, Ky., on Septem-
ber 26, 1974, she grew up in Rahway,
N.J., with her wonderful
parents, Richard and
Mary Boyle; sister,
Allison, and brother, Ri-
chard. She attended
Catholic schools, gradu-
ating from Bishop Ahr
High School and Seton
Hall University.

Shannon met her hus-
band, Stephen Mogila,
Esq., in 2000, and they
married in 2003. Since
then, they were happily
married, raising two re-
markable and beautiful children,
Piper and Quinten, in Westfield.

Shannon was a loving, caring,
kind, strong mother, wife and friend,
finding the best in everyone she
met. She had the brightest smile and
lightened up the world and lives
around her.

Shannon was active in the commu-
nity and the schools that her children
attended — delivering brown bag
lunches on behalf of Franklin Elemen-
tary School for the St. Joseph Shelter

and having served as co-chair for
Franklin School’s Community Ser-
vice Night, among other good deeds.

For those lucky enough to have
known Shannon, all are better for it.
Stephen, Piper and Quinn (and the

rest of Shannon’s family
and friends) will cherish
the time spent with her,
safeguard the warmest
memories of her in our
hearts always, and love
her forever.

Visitation was held at
Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, on Sunday,
September 13, from 1
to 5 p.m. Her funeral
Mass was held Monday,
September 14, at the

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield at 11 a.m. Cre-
mation was private.

Please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
for additional information or to ex-
press condolences.

The family has asked that in lieu of
flowers, any donations be made to
Autism Speaks, the Autism Society or
the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for
Autism in Shannon’s memory.

September 17, 2020

Richard Paul Rhodes

Richard P. Rhodes

Richard Paul Rhodes, 85, a long-
time Westfield resident, passed
away on Thursday, September 3, at
Center for Hope Hos-
pice in Scotch Plains,
N.J.

Born in Brooklyn,
N.Y., to the late Robert
and Claire Rhodes, he
attended Columbia Uni-
versity, where he earned
a Ph.D. in Chemical En-
gineering. Richard
worked for Exxon Re-
search and Engineering
in New Jersey, where he
authored dozens of pat-
ents. He founded
Synoteck, Inc. after re-
tiring from Exxon.

Richard was the beloved husband
of Linnea W. Rhodes for 50 years.

He also is survived by sons Rich-
ard and William; daughter-in-law
Tanya, and granddaughter Chloe.

Richard enjoyed
cooking, skiing, hiking,
traveling and carpen-
try. A skilled craftsman,
he built a home in the
Berkshires, a 34-foot
catamaran sailboat, and
a Model A Ford.

All services will be
private. Contributions
in memory of Richard
Rhodes may be made to
the Overlook Founda-
tion (for the Cancer and
Infusion Center), 46-48
Beauvoir Avenue, Sum-
mit, N.J. 07901, or

overlookfoundation.org.
September 17, 2020

Brian T. Murphy, Devoted Father;
Graduate of Westfield High School

Brian T. Murphy

For nearly 43 years, Brian Thomas
Murphy spread laughter and built re-
lationships. Through his inclusive
nature, kind spirit, and legendary sense
of humor, Brian converted strangers
to lifelong friends. Although he left
his mark on countless people, he most
impressed his three sons, Christopher,
Daniel and Luke, with
his love, playfulness,
dedication and kindness.
Brian passed on Satur-
day, August 8, 2020, at
the age of 42.

Brian was raised in
Westfield, New Jersey.
His parents, Edward and
Angela, active in the
Westfield and St. Helen’s
Church communities,
imparted traditions of
faith and sportsmanship
that Brian later exempli-
fied. Like his older broth-
ers, Scott and Greg,
Brian had a passion for organized and
disorganized sports, and he especially
enjoyed playing, coaching and watch-
ing basketball. Always a competitor,
Brian amused his brothers and friends
by inventing ridiculous dares and ever
evolving challenges. His close rela-
tionship with his brothers carried into
their adult lives.

Brian graduated from Westfield
High School in 1995 and continued
his education at Fairfield University,
where he was a memorable soloist in
the Glee Club and made regular guest-
appearances with his college band at
the Levee. After college, Brian lived
in Boston for a few years and enjoyed
several summers in Belmar, New Jer-
sey. Around that time, he met and
married Becky Gewirtz of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, and settled into a
successful career at Goldman Sachs
Private Bank. Brian’s colleagues and
clients at Goldman remember him as
a mentor and mediator who had the
uncanny ability to diffuse tense situa-
tions with his quick wit and inviting
sense of humor.

In 2006, Brian and Becky were
blessed with beautiful twin boys,
Christopher and Daniel, and a year
later, the third Murphy boy, Luke,
arrived. After ten years of marriage,
Brian and Becky amicably divorced
but remained caring and reliable
friends and co-parents. Brian encour-
aged and coached his sons in sports
and life, recognized their individual

talents, and above all else, wished for
their success and happiness.

In 2016, Brian formed a loving
partnership with Rachel DeHaan of
Ririe, Idaho. Together, Rachel and
Brian bought a home in Fanwood,
New Jersey, where they shared their
passions for adventure, food, music

and travel with Brian’s
boys. During their time
together, Brian and
Rachel personified devo-
tion, courage and opti-
mism.

Near the time of his
passing, Brian’s friends
and family launched a
fundraiser to help sup-
port the boys’ future en-
deavors. More than one
thousand people re-
sponded with donations
and words of encourage-
ment and support, attest-
ing to Brian’s widespread

legacy of kindness, loyalty and friend-
ship.

Brian is survived by his parents,
Edward and Angela; his brother Scott;
his brother Greg and his wife, Jess;
his partner, Rachel; his three boys,
Christopher, Daniel and Luke, and
two nephews, Jake and Evan.

A private memorial service in
memory of Brian was held on Tues-
day, August 11, 2020, at St. Helen’s
Catholic Church in Westfield, New
Jersey. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations can be mailed to the Jam
Kancer In The Kan Foundation, a
charity that provided support and as-
sistance to Brian, at 208 Lenox Av-
enue, Suite 162, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090.
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Anne Marie McHugh Mederer, M.Ed.,
Teacher, Advocate For Children

Anne M. McHugh Mederer, M.Ed.,
94, died at home on Saturday, Septem-
ber 5, 2020, surrounded by family,
after a long illness. A 63-year resident
of Fanwood, Anne Mederer was known
for her advocacy for children, inclu-
sion, equality, and education.

Anne Mederer was born and raised
in East Orange, N.J., one of eight
children of Francis X. and Veronica
McHugh. She graduated from Seton
Hall University and married in 1949.
Predeceased by her husband of 49
years, she is survived by her seven
children, George Mederer III,
Marianne Evans, Helen Mederer, Jane
Pendergrass, Anne Sobel, Elaine
Mederer and Doris Mederer, and their
spouses. She is also survived by 11
grandchildren; three great-grandchil-
dren; her sister, Margaret Kain of
New York City; many nieces and neph-
ews, and many grandnieces and grand-
nephews. Anne was the cornerstone
of a large, extended family, and was
greatly loved and admired. She will
be deeply missed.

In addition to raising her family, Anne
Mederer (“Mrs. Mederer”) taught kin-
dergarten in the Plainfield school sys-
tem for 25 years. During her working

years, she attended graduate school in
the evenings and on weekends, achiev-
ing an M.Ed. There are few people who
understand children like she did. In
both her personal and professional life,
she was surrounded and loved by chil-
dren, and valued education.

Her home was the center of every
birthday and holiday celebration, with
many chairs around the table and many
cooks in the kitchen. She had two
green thumbs and always loved a fresh
vase of flowers in the front hallway.
She was adept at transforming the bar-
est of raw materials into utility, beauty
or nourishment through her creativity.

An early adopter of recycling, she
ensured that every empty paper towel
roll or round oatmeal box was trans-
formed into a child’s arts and crafts
masterpiece, and every bit of food
was used rather than thrown away.

Anne Mederer was a long-time bene-
factor of the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey, New Jersey’s largest anti-
hunger and anti-poverty organization.
If you wish to donate in her honor,
contributions can be made to Commu-
nity FoodBank of New Jersey, 31 Evans
Terminal, Hillside, N.J. 07205.

The family wishes to extend its
gratitude to Marita Ecot, who pro-
vided loving and conscientious care
to Anne during her final years.

A Memorial Service will be planned
at a later date. Arrangements are by
Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE
ADMINISTRATOR’S CONFERENCE
ROOM AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,
425 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY FOR THE:

“2021 CURBSIDE COLLEC-
TION AND MARKETING OF
RECYCLABLE MATERIAL IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY”.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO
AT LEAST TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE
BASE AMOUNT OF THE BID, BUT NOT
LESS THAN $500.00 NOR MORE THAN
$20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21) EACH
BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED BY
A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE
STATING THAT SAID SURETY COM-
PANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH
THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND
IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE CON-
TRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-22), BY A NON-
COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF OWNER-
SHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN
AND EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD OFFICES
ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED TO THE
PUBLIC BUT REMAIN OPERATIONAL.
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD IS PRAC-
TICING SOCIAL DISTANCING; THERE-
FORE, BIDDERS ARE ENCOURAGED
TO MAIL IN THEIR BID RESPONSES IN A
TIMELY MANNER VIA USPS, UPS OR
FEDEX, ETC. IF THEY MUST BE HAND-
DELIVERED, POTENTIAL BIDDERS MAY
CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
ENGINEER (908-789-4100, EXT. 4606,
OR ENGINEER@WESTFIELDNJ.GOV)
TO ARRANGE DROP OFF AT THE MAIN
ENTRANCE OF THE TOWN’S PUBLIC
WORKS COMPLEX AT 959 NORTH AV-
ENUE, WEST, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090.
AS ALWAYS, IT IS THE BIDDER’S RE-
SPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT ALL
BIDS ARE TIMELY SUBMITTED IN OR-
DER TO BE RECEIVED BY THE TIME
AND DATE AS SPECIFIED. BIDS RE-
CEIVED AFTER THE DESIGNATED TIME
AND DATE WILL BE RETURNED UN-
OPENED.

ARRANGEMENTS TO OBTAIN THE
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THIS
PROJECT MUST BE MADE BY CON-
TACTING THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
ENGINEER AT 908-789-4100, EXT. 4606,
OR ENGINEER@WESTFIELDNJ.GOV.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $80.58

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-13

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 93 POLICE DEPART-
MENT, SECTION 10 NUMBER
OF PERSONNEL

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
September 8, 2020.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Au-
gust 5, 2020 granted approval of a rear
yard setback variance to Rochelle Jackman
for setback for property at 80 Shady Lane,
Fanwood being Block 11 and Lot 9.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Ms. Rochelle Jackman
80 Shady Lane

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 09/17/20, The Times Fee: $15.30

Columbus Day Event
Has Been Cancelled

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Italian American Club and Greater
Westfield UNICO have announced
the cancellation of the annual Colum-
bus Day program.

The committee, in consultation with
town officials, agreed to cancel the pro-
gram in case of a resurgence of Covid-
19 and possible additional restrictions.

The annual Columbus Day program
will return in 2021 “bigger and better,”
according to the organizers, who
thanked the committee and attendees
for their hard work and support.

Marie Castaldo, 71, Enjoyed Gardening,
Times Spent With Family and Friends

Marie Castaldo, 71, of Westfield,
N.J., died on Monday, September
7, 2020, in her home.

Marie was born and raised in
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, N.Y., by her
late adoptive parents, Robert and
Marie Croce. She attended college
at St. Joseph’s College in Brooklyn
and received her M.A. in Educa-
tion from New York University. She
started teaching in inner-city
schools after college
and then, following her
father’s death, took
over the family busi-
ness before establish-
ing her own company
in Bronx, N.Y. After
starting a family of her
own, she sold the busi-
ness and moved to
Westfield in 1991. She
was immediately a fix-
ture in town, working
at Chico’s downtown,
and in her later years
volunteering at the
Westfield Service League, mainly
in the Thrift and Consignment
Shops. If you didn’t recognize her
from either of those places, she
could also be easily recognized by
her curly red hair, or her enthusias-
tic presence cheering on the side-
lines of most of her children’s sport-
ing events.

Marie was a member of the Gar-
den Club of Westfield and could
often be found tending to her envi-
able garden. She loved crossword
puzzles and getting lost in a good
book — or any book. She loved to
travel with her husband and friends
and recently enjoyed an unforget-
table family trip to Paris as well as
a yearly trip to Long Beach Island.

Marie was famous for hosting
many beautiful events in the back-

yard with her husband, as well as
Halloween parties when her chil-
dren were young. Halloween was
one of her favorite holidays and
she would love to greet trick-or-
treaters with toys and candy and
check out their costumes, always
wearing a fun (or ridiculous) cos-
tume of her own.

Marie had an extremely fun-lov-
ing nature and a wonderful sense of

humor. She laughed of-
ten and loved to make
others laugh as well.
She was artistic and cre-
ative, always making
wreaths and dried
flower arrangements,
children’s costumes,
and wall murals (you
might have seen the
Washington School
landscape she did in the
early 90s that remained
for many years).

Marie is survived by
her husband of 43

years, John, and her three children,
Lauren Fitzgerald (husband Den-
nis), Matthew Castaldo (wife
Meghan) and Karen Perry (husband
Jon). The lights of her life were her
three beautiful grandchildren,
Dylan, Reese and Lucas. She is also
survived by her mother-in-law, Bar-
bara Castaldo, and many devoted
sisters and brothers-in-law and
nieces and nephews.

In lieu of services, the family
will be remembering her life sit-
ting out in her garden and are ac-
cepting condolences and encour-
aging warm memories shared by
family, friends and neighbors. For
those who wish to donate in her
honor, please consider the Carci-
noid Cancer Foundation.
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Marie Castaldo
‘Not a Duck Race’
T-Shirts Available

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy “Not a Duck Race” T-
shirt fundraiser currently is underway.

To order a shirt, go to
hansonparkconservancy.com and click
the PayPal link, or mail a check di-
rectly to Hanson Park Conservancy,
P.O. Box 542, Cranford, N.J. 07016.
Individuals should include a note with
their payment on what size they wish
to order. Prices range from $20 to $23.

The Hanson Park Conservancy will
arrange a date in October, at Hanson
Park in Cranford, to pick up T-shirts.

The organization had scheduled its
10th Annual Duck Race for Sunday,
October 11, but the board of trustees
ultimately decided to postpone the
event until 2021 due to concerns re-
garding Covid-19.

Proceeds from the yearly event
support maintenance of Hanson Park
and educational programs.

COLONIA ESTATE SALE

22 Alpine Place
Sunday 9/20, 10am to 3pm,

Furniture, Living Room, Bedroom
Set, China Cabinet, Kitchen Set,
Lamps, Kitchenware, Books,
Costume Jewelry & More! Masks
Required for Entry. For Pics &
Info: DovetailsUSA.com

Probitas Verus Honos
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week
Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS WILLIAM PYLE
(She is the former Miss Kimberly Nicole Allen)

Thomas W. Pyle Weds
Miss Kimberly N. Allen

Miss Kimberly Nicole Allen, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Allen
of Willow Street, Pa., was married on
Saturday, August 8, to Thomas Will-
iam Pyle. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Pyle of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took
place in the garden at Heritage Hills
Resort in York, Pa., with Pastor Chris
Rodkey officiating. A reception fol-
lowed at Heritage Hills.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a white A-line ball
gown featuring lace beaded embroi-
dery and a teardrop back. She car-
ried a bouquet of pink dahlias with
white roses.

Miss Kristin Allen of Willow
Street, Pa., was the Maid of Honor
for her sister. The bridal attendants
included Miss Jessica Baskin of
Manayunk, Pa., a friend of the bride,
and Miss Danielle Franklin of
Lancaster, Pa., a friend of the bride.
All wore blush gowns and carried
bouquets of pink dahlias and white

roses.
William Hoey of Brielle, N.J.,

uncle of the groom, was the best
man. Serving as groomsman was
Gavin Erb of Belltown, Pa., a friend
of the groom.

Miss Shannon Pyle and Miss
Amanda Pyle, sisters of the groom,
did scripture readings.

A 2014 graduate of Westfield High
School, the groom earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Mathemat-
ics from The Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity in 2019. He is employed as a
Catastrophe Analyst at Guy Carpen-
ter in Manhattan.

The bride, a 2014 graduate of
Lampeter-Strasburg High School,
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Kinesiology from The Pennsylva-
nia State University in 2018. She is
currently pursuing a Doctor of Physi-
cal Therapy at Long Island Univer-
sity Brooklyn.

The parents of the groom hosted
the rehearsal dinner the evening be-
fore the wedding at Heritage Hills
Resort.

Following a honeymoon to Duck,
N.C., the couple resides in Jersey City.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains to
transfer to Grano Pizza, L.L.C. for pre-
mises located at 435 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, the Plenary
Retail Consumption License No. 2016-33-
003-006 heretofore issued to Zanfa, Inc.
for premises located at 435 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

The individuals who will hold an interest
in this license are:

Francis Peterpaul
14 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Anthony A. Peterpaul
12 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Francis M. Peterpaul
3 Chamberlain Road
Flemington, New Jersey 08822

Lisa M. LoSapio
61 Central Avenue
Stirling, New Jersey 07980

Michelle A. Peterpaul
14 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Anthony J. Peterpaul
286 Northfield Road
Millington, New Jersey 07946

Anthony M. Peterpaul
12 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Bozena Lacina,
RMC, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Grano Pizza, L.L.C.
c/o Skene Law Firm, P.C.

2614 Route 516
Old Bridge, New Jersey 08857

2 T - 09/10/20
& 09/17/20, The Times Fee: $81.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on Sep-
tember 9, 2020, adopted the following reso-
lutions for applications acted upon at the
August 3, 2020, meeting.

PB 20-06 John A. Pinto Family Lim-
ited Partnership, 439 Central Avenue,
Block 3206, Lot 6. Applicant sought ap-
proval to expanded the first floor permitted
use to the basement contrary to Section
17.02C7e of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow 10 parking spaces where the Ordi-
nance requires 20 parking spaces. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Lynn Mollick & Milton Spett, 904
Cranford Avenue, Block 3605, Lot 11.
Applicants sought approval to subdivide
the property into two lots with the existing
dwelling to remain on proposed lot 11.01,
and create a new building lot on proposed
lot 11.02 contrary to Section 11.07E1,
11.07E2, 11.07E4, 13.02C2, 12.04F of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a lot area of
8,000 square feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum lot area of 10,000
square feet; to allow a lot area of 8,000
square feet where the Ordinance requires
a minimum lot area of at least 10,000
square feet within 143 feet of the front lot
line; to allow a lot depth of 100 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum lot depth
of 120 feet; to allow a rear yard setback of
19.22 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback of 25 feet; to
allow a building coverage with a deck of
23.03% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage with a deck of
22%. Application approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-12 is summarized
as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
REGULATING CONSTRUC-
TION FEES

SUMMARY:

Amends Article 1, “Construction Code,”
of Chapter 67, “Buildings and Structures,”
of the Code of the Borough of Garwood by
modifying the construction permit fees to
align with the September 26, 2017 Shared
Services Agreement between the Borough
of Garwood and the Township of Cranford.
The code sections which regulate the fees
charged in connection with new construc-
tion or alternation shall match those of the
Township of Cranford.

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 20-12 was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 10th DAY OF SEPTEMBER  2020,
and that Ordinance No. 20-12, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held VIA VIRTUAL MEETING, on
the 24th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2020, at
7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be heard, at which time and
place all persons who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.

In response to the COVID-19 emergency,
pursuant to Governor Murphy’s 2020 NJ
Executive Orders Nos. 103, 107, et seq.,
and per the corresponding guidelines is-
sued by the N.J.D.C.A. Division of Local
Government Services, the meeting will be
conducted virtually, via RingCentral, and
the meeting is accessible to the public at
the below login:

Join from laptop/PC/desktop/cell phone:
https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/

6432970558
Alternatively, you may dial in to hear/

participate at audio dial-in:
Telephone: Dial: +1 (646) 357-3664,
Meeting ID: 643 297 0558
During the week prior to and up to and

including the date of such meeting the text
of the full ordinance will be available to the
general public on the Borough’s website
(www.garwood.org).

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
 AMENDMENT

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized the amend-
ment of a Contract Award with Ryan J.
Cooper, Esq., Cooper, LLC, Counselors at
Law for the provision of general litigation
services (original resolution was No. 2020-
05.) Such amended contract and Resolu-
tion No. 2020-296 are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq.,
Cooper, LLC Counselors at Law, 108 N.
Union Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

Service: General Litigation Services
Additional Fee: Not to Exceed

$35,000.00
Date: September 8, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
 AMENDMENT

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized the amend-
ment of a Contract Award with Riker,
Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti LLP for
the provision of general litigation services
(original resolution was No. 2020-06.) Such
amended contract and Resolution No.
2020-297 are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland & Perretti LLP, Headquarters Plaza,
P.O. Box 1981, One Speedwell Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07962-1981

Service: General Litigation Services
Additional Fee: Not to Exceed $

70,000.00
Date: September 8, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-12

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 306 PARKS AND REC-
REATION, ARTICLE I: FEES
FOR RECREATIONAL FA-
CILITIES

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
September 8, 2020.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 09/17/20, The Leader Fee: $18.87

Religious School Classes To
Be In-Person and Virtual

SCOTCH PLAINS — After a
two-month evaluation by a special
task force consisting of synagogue
professionals and lay leaders, Con-
gregation Beth Israel made a deter-
mination that it could hold in-per-
son religious school classes this
fall, with a separate, fully-virtual
track available to students as well.

“In attempting to craft what the
upcoming school year should look
like, we took into account the four
‘C’s – Community, Content, Conti-
nuity and Commitment,” said Aviva
Tilles, the synagogue’s new direc-
tor of congregational learning.

Religious school classes will be
held outdoors as much as possible
while the weather permits. When
instruction moves indoors, only
large classrooms, all with enhanced
ventilation equipment, will be uti-
lized, with a maximum of 10 stu-
dents per class.

Congregation Beth Israel is
partnering with the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains to provide
additional classroom space. Health
screenings and temperature checks
will be implemented, and everyone
in the synagogue will be required to
wear masks at all times.

“We want to thank our friends at
the JCC down the block for helping
to make this happen so that we could
offer more in-person instruction,”
said Melissa Liebermann, vice-
president for education at Congre-
gation Beth Israel. “Students may
be attending class at a different time
and even in a different building than
in the past, but we have worked
hard to maintain our high level of
instruction and to keep the needs of
families in mind when putting to-
gether their children’s schedules.”

Congregation Beth Israel’s reli-
gious school also will offer a sepa-

rate, fully-virtual track. Students
who opt for remote learning will
attend their own distinct virtual
classes rather than being video-
conferenced into in-person class-
rooms. Parents will be able to
move their children into the vir-
tual-learning track at any point in
the school year, for any reason. In
addition, the in-person track was
created with the ability to transi-
tion to a fully-virtual experience
for the entire religious school,
should the need arise.

“After working on plans all sum-
mer, I’m excited to finally get to meet
the students who make CBI come alive,
no matter where, when and how I am
able to see them,” said Ms. Tilles.

Congregation Beth Israel’s reli-
gious school educates students from
kindergarten through 12th grade.
Children in kindergarten through
second grade meet on Sunday; syna-
gogue membership is not required
for students to attend this program.
Religious school for grades 3 to 7
meets two days per week. Darcone,
for eighth to 12th graders, meets
one evening each month.

Congregation Beth Israel also
offers grade-specific youth pro-
gramming during the Jewish High
Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur for all students, kin-
dergarten through grade 12.

Affiliated with the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism,
Congregation Beth Israel has
youth group chapters of Kadima,
for children in grades 6 to 8, and
United Synagogue Youth (USY),
for those in ninth to 12 grades.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine
Avenue. For more information
about the synagogue or its reli-
gious school, call (908) 889-1830.

Brendan Kane On
Spring Dean’s List

At U. of Notre Dame
NOTRE DAME, Ind. — Brendan

R. Kane of Westfield has been named
to the Dean’s List in the University of
Notre Dame’s College of Engineer-
ing for outstanding scholarship dur-
ing the Spring 2020 semester.

Students who achieve dean’s
honors at Notre Dame represent
the top 30 percent of students in
their college.

Library Extends Hours, Posts
You Tube, Online Offerings

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
it is now offering extended hours, and
that as of September 20, the library
will be open on Sundays.

Hours from Monday to Thursday
will be 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. with no
admissions after 6:45 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday hours will be 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. with no admissions after
4:45 p.m., and on Sunday the library
will be open from 1 to 5 p.m.

The library also has provided addi-
tional programs to its YouTube chan-
nel, which can be found at youtube.com/
user/westfieldmemoriallib, or by click-
ing on the You Tube icon on the library’s
website at wmlnj.org.

On Tuesday, September 22, the li-
brary will offer two new online pro-
grams. From 1 to 2 p.m., librarian
Marge Barkan will present a program
for adults to craft decorative enve-
lopes. Participants will learn how to
make a decorative envelope with
multiple pockets using colorful de-
signs and embellishments.

Interested individuals should first
register on the website to take the
class. They can then pick up a craft kit
at the library (Westfield residents only).
Even without a craft kit, people can
still watch the video and follow along.
The video will be available for view-
ing anytime after its original premiere.

At 7 p.m., the library will present

“Reducing Anxiety through Medita-
tion” by Arvind Naik, a longtime medi-
tator. Through this class, participants
will learn how to calm their body and
mind by sitting in meditation and “how
to find a place of happiness and peace
within ourselves to reduce our anxieties
and fortify against the stresses of life,”
Mr. Naik said. There will be a chance
for participants to practice meditation.

Mr. Naik, who holds an MBA in
Global Business Management from
NYIT, is educated as an electronics
engineer and works as a data architect
and business professional in informa-
tion technology. He gives lectures
and workshops on the topic of medi-
tation, where he discusses how incor-
porating meditation into one’s daily
routine can be life changing.

He led a meditation program at Tar-
get and regularly speaks at local com-
munity centers. Most recently, he spoke
at Boston Scientific to introduce medi-
tation as a tool for stress reduction in
the workplace, and he was invited by
the Columbia Heights Police Depart-
ment to give talks on the many benefits
of meditation and how it can help the
officers with their day-to-day stress.

All Zoom information for these
programs can be found online at
wmlnj.org, under the Events tab, or
on the library’s Facebook page,
facebook.com/wmlnj.

CONGRATULATIONS, HI’S EYE!...Westfield High School’s weekly student
newspaper, Hi’s Eye, received a first-place award from the American Scholastic
Press Association. The Association critiques college and high-school newspapers
from around the United States annually and scores them on format, content,
presentation and other criteria. Hi’s Eye was among multiple student newspapers
at high schools within a specific enrollment category to receive first-place recog-
nition for Spring 2020. “Congratulations to our student journalists and advisers
Shawn McDonald and Gail O’Connor on this prestigious award,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.

goleader.com/subscriber

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

CWC to Present Webinar
On College Admissions

WESTFIELD — The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield (CWC)
will present the third in its College
Prep Zoom series, “College Admis-
sions 101: What Do Colleges Want?”
This webinar, scheduled for Thurs-
day, September 24, at 7 p.m., will be
an overview of what colleges look
for in their applicants.

Susana MacLean, of MacLean
College Counseling, a Westfield-area
independent education consultant,
will be the main presenter.

Discussion topics will include:
What criteria do colleges use to select
applicants, and how do they vary col-
lege to college?; Does a student’s
intended field or major matter in the

application review?; How can stu-
dents prepare to put their best foot
forward in their college applications?

Tim Lear, dean of College Coun-
seling and director of Student Sup-
port Services at The Pingry School in
New Jersey, will be the guest panelist.

This free event will include a
PowerPoint presentation and ques-
tion-and-answer session. Interested
persons can email
cwc.westfield@gmail.com with any
questions they have prior to the event.

For more information and to reg-
ister, go to: bit.ly/
CWCCollegeAdmissions. Details on
how to view the webinar will be sent
upon registration.

NAMI Seeks Support For
Virtual Walk on Sept. 26

AREA — The coronavirus pan-
demic may have shut down much
of life’s familiar routines, but it
has not stopped the work of the
National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness (NAMI). NAMI’s mission to
provide mental health education,
support and advocacy to all will
not be derailed, according to the
organization. NAMI New Jersey
and NAMI Union County have been
working together since March to
provide online webinars and sup-
port groups that address the grow-
ing need for mental health support
in the community.

On Saturday, September 26, NAMI
NJ and NAMI Union County will
hold their one and only fundraiser —
a Virtual Walk – and the support of
the community is crucial.

NAMI is a non-profit organiza-
tion and depends solely on com-
munity sponsors and volunteers
who make it possible to help ev-
eryone who needs assistance today
and those who may need it tomor-
row. With financial support, NAMI
will be able to raise sufficient funds
to continue its programs and in-
crease awareness of mental health.

To donate online to the Union
County team, google “NAMI
WALK NJ” or go to namiwalks.org/
team/37917. Members of the com-
munity are invited to join the NAMI
Union County Team.

To donate by mail, individuals
are asked to make their check pay-
able to NAMI of Union County
and mail it to: P.O. Box 724, New
Providence, N.J. 07974. Donors

should write “Walk” in the memo
line of their check.

Whatever way they choose to
support this year’s NAMI Walk,
part icipants wil l  be helping
NAMI’s dedication to eradicate
mental illness and to improve the
quality of life for those diagnosed
with mental health illnesses and
their families.

Union County Cancels
‘Four Centuries’

COUNTY — The County of Union
has announced the cancellation of
this year’s Four Centuries in a Week-
end celebration, due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The event originally had
been scheduled for the weekend of
October 17 and 18.

“The safety of staff, volunteers,
and our residents is of the utmost
importance and our highest priority,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “The Freeholder Board
and the Department of Parks and
Recreation will be working to make
next year’s event even better and we
thank residents for their understand-
ing as we continue to navigate the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.”

The many “Four Centuries” sites
vary in size and capacity, making it
difficult to accommodate the restric-
tions in place due to the ongoing
pandemic.

Residents may visit ucnj.org/parks-
recreation/cultural-heritage-affairs/
for information about each site, in-
cluding virtual tours.
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THE LIBRARY CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
SERVICES FOR YOU 

¶ Now open from 9:30 am until 
7:00 pm Monday Thursday (no 
admissions after 6:45 pm) 

¶ Friday and Saturday 9:30 am to 
5:00 pm (no admissions after 
4:45 pm) 

¶ Open on Sundays from 1:00 to 
5:00 pm beginning September 20 

¶ 

missed on our youtube channel-
https://www.youtube.com/user/
westfieldmemoriallib 

The Westfield Memorial Library 

550 East Broad Street     908.789.4090 
www.wmlnj.org              www.facebook.com/wmlnj 

Lexi’s Kitchen Brings Healthy
Desserts Using Local Ingredients

Westfield 300 Milestone Awards
Virtual Ceremony Today

DWC Announces Downtown
Westfield Fall Foodie Stroll

Photo Courtesy of Lexi Borr, Lexi's Kitchen

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Lexi’s Kitchen is
open for business on West Broad
Street with a new storefront serving
all kinds of gluten-free, dairy-free
and refined sugar-free desserts.

Lexi Borr, owner and founder of
Lexi’s Kitchen, opened the storefront

about a month ago but says it all
started with making granola about a
year ago. Since then, her business has
taken off and they have expanded
into making a variety of sweet treats,
including raw desserts and baked
goods.

Borr said their offerings are for
customers looking for healthier alter-
natives to those that are on the mar-
ket, but are also looking for a deli-
cious dessert made from real food.

“They are still delicious, they are
still sweet, they are still fresh, there is
nothing fake about it. It’s real food,
it’s really nourishing, and you feel

good from it. In addition to that, it’s
great for people who have really bad
allergies to gluten or dairy or all the
artificial stuff that goes into most
desserts. It’s an option for everyone,”
said Borr.

Covid-19 has impacted Lexi’s
Kitchen, making them busier than
ever.

“Covid in a way has sort of changed
the model of my business. We started
doing a ton of delivery, people wanted
larger batches of things, and we got
really busy,” said Borr.

Borr grew up in Westfield, just
down the road from her storefront.
She’s building her business one des-
sert at a time, which she says makes it
even more special.

“It was always my dream to open a
place, but I didn’t think it would hap-
pen this quickly. Everything aligned
and we got the space and it’s all
funded by the small business that we
are. There’s no investors, there’s no
nothing, it’s just us,” she said.

While at school at Boston College,
Borr lived in a dorm all four years and
didn’t have access to a stove or
kitchen. During this time, however,
she did have a food processor and she
put it to work making raw treats and
she’s been doing it ever since.

Shannon Compton, Borr’s business
partner at Lexi’s Kitchen, specializes
in sustainable culinary arts and grew
up in Mountainside, New Jersey.

Compton’s experience of working

on farms and gardens is extremely
helpful when it comes to sourcing
products for Lexi’s Kitchen.

“I have a background in agriculture
and it originally started with an inter-
est in cooking and holistic living,
which got me interested in the sources
of where ingredients and where real
food comes from and learning more
about that,” said Compton.

Lexi’s Kitchen prides itself on
sourcing local, quality ingredients for
their food. All of the fruit they use in
store comes from local Jersey farms,
where they are working with the pro-
ducers, farmers, and growers to source
the best ingredients.

“We taste everything and make sure
it’s the absolute best we can get. We
want to support the local farmers be-
cause that’s really what it’s all about.
Using the local ingredients has the
highest nutrients, the best for you,
and best flavor and then supporting
the community and helping it grow in
the food space together,” said
Compton.

They recently started working with
Harvest Drop, which sources from
local farms and local producers, in-
cluding Lexi’s Kitchen. It’s a very
symbiotic relationship.

“We sell our product to them, they
sell it to local families. Families can
go online and buy local produce and
our products, but then we also get
local produce from them, so they help
us source. We’re really about creat-
ing these relationships with local
people,” said Compton.

Whether it’s sourcing almonds or
working with a small woman-owned
date farm in California, Lexi’s Kitchen
is passionate about finding food that’s
grown using sustainable practices.

“For all of our ingredients, like
nuts, things that we can’t get from
local farms here, I’m super interested
and spend a lot of time putting the
research in to find the companies that
are growing these products really
well,” said Compton.

Borr said it tastes better to know
the people who were involved in grow-
ing something, rather than having
machinery do it all.

“We want to be working with farms
and growers who use sustainable soil
practices, use sustainable growing
methods, have sustainable business
and social practices with their em-
ployees too. We take all of those
things into account,” said Compton.

If you have never been to Lexi’s
Kitchen, Borr recommends trying one
of their frozen bars. In support of no
food waste, they use the leftover
granola in the crust of their bars and
other products really bringing it full
circle, back to where it all started with
their homemade granola. They also
have brownies, chocolate chip cook-
ies, galettes and more.

Their menu is constantly growing
and changing based on season, so be
on the lookout for their new fall offer-
ings!

Food from Lexi’s Kitchen can be
purchased via their storefront, Dreyer
Farms, Prince’s Farm Stand in
Mountainside, Harvest Drop, or by
phone and online ordering (https://
www.lexiskitchenco.com/).

Borr and Compton look forward to
growing the business and hope to
have their products available more
widely someday, so those outside of
New Jersey can enjoy their healthy
and delicious products.

WESTIFELD -- On Sunday, Octo-
ber 4, from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. stroll and
try delectable bites, specialty cock-
tails, and desserts from downtown
Westfield restaurants and eateries
while stamping out childhood hun-
ger.

A $5 registration fee will purchase
a wristband that diners need to par-
ticipate in the Fall Foodie Stroll, with
registration proceeds benefitting the
local branch of the nonprofit No Kid
Hungry, feeding hungry children in
Union County. The Downtown
Westfield Corporation is proud to
join Williams-Sonoma, Inc. in its ef-
forts to end childhood hunger by rais-
ing awareness and funds for No Kid
Hungry, a national campaign to end
childhood hunger in America.

“The Downtown Westfield Fall
Foodie Stroll highlights tasty special-
ties throughout downtown Westfield’s
diverse eateries,” explains Downtown
Westfield Executive Director Bob
Zuckerman. “We hope to see fami-
lies, couples and friends sampling
some of the best of downtown
Westfield’s delicious offerings -—
and we hope they come back soon to
try out the new dishes they’ve discov-

ered.  Williams-Sonoma Westfield
brought us the idea of partnering with
them in their well-established efforts
to end childhood hunger and we were
immediately on board. We are donat-
ing the proceeds from the registration
fee for this event to the local branch
of the nonprofit No Kid Hungry.”

Pick up prepaid wristbands and
maps on the day of the event, Sunday,
October 4, from 12 to 4 p.m. in front
of Williams Sonoma, 127 Central
Avenue, Westfield NJ. Stroll through-
out downtown Westfield sipping and
sampling the best bites from over 15
participating eateries. Pay as you go
with sample-sized pricing.

Registration will be open to only
400 participants during two time slots,
12 to 2 p.m. and 2  p.m. to 4 p.m., to
limit crowds.

Cash will be required at each res-
taurant to enhance transaction speed.
The average price per item is $5.

Masks are required while strolling.
Tables will be provided to sit and eat.

Additionally, the Westfield Green
Team, Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration and Town Council announced
the installation of demonstration bike
lanes on one side of Prospect Ave.

leading downtown between Oct. 2
and 4th. These pop-up bike lanes
coincide with the Downtown
Westfield’s Fall Foodie Stroll on Sun-
day, October 4, and participants are
encouraged to “Ride the Pop-Up” to
the Fall Foodie Stroll where they will
be met by volunteers from the Green
Team who will offer secure valet bike
parking at the North Avenue train
station to bicyclists during the event.
The three-day pop-up bike lane
project will consist of bike lanes
marked with traffic cones between
Franklin School and Dudley Avenue
and permanent bike lane signs be-
tween Dudley Avenue and East Broad
Steet. Parking will be prohibited in
areas marked with traffic cones.

“This is going to be a fun event,”
states Mr. Zuckerman, “Ride your
bike downtown, bike parking will be
easy. Walk, eat, drink, socialize and
feel good about contributing to a
worthy cause. This event brings to-
gether all the best of downtown
Westfield.”

Registration can be found on this
link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
downtown-westfield-fall-foodie-
stroll-tickets-119246965885

For more information about Down-
town Westfield’s Fall Foodie Stroll
please contact Nicki McAuliffe,
n.mcauliffe@westfieldtoday.com
(908) 247-6407 or call the Down-
town Westfield Corporation at (908)
789-9444.

Participating in the Fall Foodie
Stroll are: 1958 Cuban Cuisine,
Addams Tavern, Ahrre's Coffee
Roastery, Akai Japanese Lounge,
Cinnaholic, Farinolio, Feast Cafe &
Catering, Kings Bowl Café, Lavash -
Mediterranean Grill, Limani Grill,
The Liquor Basket, Manhattan Ba-
gel, Nos Vino, Ono Bowls, Outta
Hand Pizza, RoosterSpin, The Salad
House, Spice Bazaar - Modern In-
dian Dining, Tinga Taqueria,
Westfield Creamery and Westfield
Wine & Liquor.

Registration Open for AddamsFest
Haunt Your House Contest

WESTFIELD – With summer
turning to fall, it’s time for Westfield
residents to start getting their Hal-
loween home décor ready. In antici-
pation of the Town’s third annual
AddamsFest celebration, the Haunt
Your House con-
test is back!

The contest is
open to all
Westfield resi-
dents and encour-
ages everyone to
get in the spirit
of the Halloween
season to help
kick off
A d d a m s F e s t .
Participants must
register their
homes online between September
14 and October 1.

“Haunt Your House was a tre-
mendous success once again last
year, with more than 20 amazing
entries throughout Town,” said
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey,
Chairperson of AddamsFest. “Based
on the last two years’ displays, I

can’t wait to see what our creative
residents have in store for the com-
munity this year.”

With bigger expectations come
bigger prizes. This year, first place
will receive a $250 gift card to The

Farmhouse Store;
second place will
receive a $150 gift
card to Mimi &
Hill; and third
place will receive
a $100 gift card to
Patricia & Paul.
The official judg-
ing period for all
participants will
run from October
8 through October
31. Haunt Your

House is generously sponsored by
The Mavins Group. Official rules,
additional details and registration
information can be found at
www.addamsfest.com/haunt-your-
house-2020, and photos of previ-
ous years’ entries and winners are
located at www.addamsfest.com/
haunt-your-house-photos.

WESTFIELD – Lifelong Westfield
(formerly known as the Mayor’s Se-
nior Advisory Council) will announce
the winners of the Westfield 300 Mile-
stone Awards to celebrate residents
who qualify for milestones in the town’s
history as part of its year-long 300th
anniversary celebration. The virtual
ceremony will be held today, Thurs-
day, September 17, at 10 a.m.

Lifelong Westfield revised results
from its survey. which was released in
May, to identify residents, pets, cars
and businesses that qualified to earn a
milestone award in categories. Cat-
egories include oldest resident, long-
est number of years lived in Westfield,
number of generations lived continu-
ously in Westfield, longest years mar-
ried, number of grandkids and num-

ber of grandkids living in Westfield,
oldest running business in Westfield,
oldest living war veteran, oldest dog
and oldest cat, oldest living graduate
of Westfield High School, longest
serving Westfield police officer,
firefighter, Public Works employee
or other town employee and oldest
running car.

“We’re excited to announce the win-
ners and share their stories and history
in Westfield, which are incredible and
inspiring,” said David Contract, Town
Council Liaison to Lifelong Westfield.

Lifelong Westfield was started by
Mayor Shelley Brindle and is an advi-
sory council whose mission is to pro-
mote successful aging in place in
Westfield. For more information, visit
westfieldnj.gov/lifelong.

Westfield Green Team to
Hold Annual Free Market

Caring Contact, Coffee Shops
Team to Prevent Suicide

WESTFIELD – Caring Contact,
with support from Northfield Bank,
is offering Awareness Coffee Sleeves
in area coffee shops to help raise
awareness about suicide during Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Month.

During September, mental health
advocates, prevention organizations,
survivors, allies and community mem-
bers unite to promote suicide-pre-
vention awareness. Coffee shops in
Middlesex, Somerset, Morris, Essex
and Union counties are participating
to help educate and reduce the stigma
surrounding suicide. In Westfield,
Farinolio, Boxwood and Ahrre’s are
participating in the program.

“National Suicide Prevention
Month is an important time each year
to refocus on supporting our loved
ones, friends and colleagues who may
be struggling emotionally,” said Janet
Sarkos, Caring Contact’s executive
director. “Awareness events, fund-
raising initiatives and community con-
versations are all excellent ways to
get involved and are key components
to ensuring resources are available
and accessible for all.”

Through their coffee-sleeve dona-
tion, Northfield Bank and local cof-
fee shops are helping the public to
know about resources that are avail-
able when someone is in crisis. “At
Northfield Bank, we pride ourselves
on giving back to our communities,”
stated Maria Fuentes of Northfield
Bank. “We are proud to partner with
Caring Contact for another success-
ful initiative to bring awareness to
those in crisis.”

Caring Contact encourages indi-
viduals to embrace the campaign of
#BeThe1To. #BeThe1To is the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline’s
message for National Suicide Pre-
vention Month and beyond which
helps spread the word about actions
all people can take to prevent sui-

cide. Caring Contact, a member
agency of the Lifeline’s network, is
working to change the conversation
from suicide to suicide prevention,
to actions that can promote healing,
help and give hope.

Caring Contact is a local, award-
winning, volunteer-staffed crisis
hotline and listening community serv-
ing central and northern New Jersey.
As a member agency of the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, Caring
Contact serves those in emotional
distress and educates local communi-
ties about the power of personal con-
nection. In 2019, hotline volunteers
responded to nearly 13,000 calls
through the caring and crisis line. For
more information, visit
caringcontact.org.

Anyone in crisis, or who knows
someone in crisis, is urged to call
(800) 273-8255.

Fall Mum and Plant Sale Set
Today Through Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Restoration Committee
will hold its Annual Fall Mum & Plant
Sale today, Thursday, September 17,
through Sunday, September 20. It will
take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each
day, while supplies last, on the lawn of
Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House.

The committee’s plant experts travel
to the grower and hand-select every
plant for this sale. Shoppers are ad-
vised to come early for the best selec-
tion. For the safety of visitors and
volunteers, face masks and social dis-
tancing will be required.

In addition, this Friday and Satur-
day, September 18 and 19, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., the Levi Cory House

Village Shop next door to the Hetfield
House will be open to shoppers. Pro-
ceeds from these sales help support the
restoration and maintenance of the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and
Levi Cory House.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield and
Levi Cory Houses are located at Con-
stitution Plaza (Watchung Avenue, off
Birch Hill Road), adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library.

The volunteer Mountainside Resto-
ration Committee is committed to re-
storing and maintaining the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield and Levi Cory Houses
and collecting and saving historic in-
formation and items from destruction.
For further information, call (908) 789-
9420 or go to mountainsidehistory.org.

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield will hold its second annual
Free Market on Saturday, September
26 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the South
Avenue train station lot. This event is
designed to help residents with their fall
cleanups while promoting sustainability
and re-use.

“We are excited to hold the Free
Market again this year,” said Council-
man David Contract, Liaison to the
Green Team and Event Co-Leader. “The
Green Team is always seeking out ways
to help Westfield be more sustainability-
focused, and this event represents a
great opportunity to further that cause.”

The Free Market is like a giant yard
sale, except everything is free. Westfield

residents can bring gently used house-
hold items such as clothing, housewares,
sporting goods, books/movies,
kitchenware, small furniture and more,
leave them for others to take, and also
take anything that’s left by others. Any
goods that are left at the end of the event
will be donated to Green Drop, which
will then distribute through one of their
partner organizations.

In order to maintain public health
protocols, participants are asked to note
the following procedures for this year’s
event.

In order to manage attendance vol-
ume, drop-off and pick-up will be held
at separate times, with drop-off occur-
ring from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., and brows-
ing/pick-up to occur from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Attendees are asked to sign
up timeslots in advance at https://
w w w. s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m / g o /
8050D4FACAF2AA3FE3-free. Walk-
ins will be admitted on a limited basis.
All participants and volunteers are asked
to wear masks and maintain social dis-
tancing.

 All residents dropping off products
will remain in their cars. Volunteers will
remove the products from their trunks.

Residents browsing the products
during the pick-up segment will be
asked to socially distance with no more
than two people at each table.

Approximately two tons of goods
were collected at the inaugural Free
Market in 2019 and the Green Team
hopes to surpass that amount this year.

For more information, and to view a
full schedule of events and list of per-
missible Free Market items, please visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/freemarket. All
events are subject to change in accor-
dance with public health guidelines.

NJ Youth Symphony
Announces eFestival

SPOOKY GOOD...Last year’s winner
of AddamsFest’s Huant Your House
contest on Summit Court.

 NEW PROVIDENCE — The New
Jersey Youth Symphony, a program of
the Wharton Institute for the Perform-
ing Arts, announced that it will host the
U.S. Youth Orchestras eFestival “We
Never Stopped Making Music” on
Sunday, September 20 at 8 p.m. via
Zoom and YouTube Live. Celebrating
American youth orchestras across the
country during the global pandemic,
the eFestival is free and open to the
public. For more information, visit
NJYS.org.

The New Jersey Youth Symphony
(NJYS), founded in 1979, is a tiered
orchestral program offering en-
semble education for students in

grades 3-12 across New Jersey.
NJYS has grown from one orches-
tra of 65 students to over 500 stu-
dents in 15 different orchestras and
ensembles.

The New Jersey Youth Symphony
is a program of the Wharton Insti-
tute for the Performing Arts.
Wharton is New Jersey’s largest
nonprofit performing arts education
organization serving over 1,500 stu-
dents of all ages and abilities through
a range of classes and ensembles.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/classifieds
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August 22, 2019:
“Deeganators” has certainly been
an accurate name for top-seeded
Deegan Roofing when it comes to
competing for the Union County
Senior 50+ Softball League A
Division title. The Deeganators,
winners of Game 1, 6-2, seized a
quick 9-2 lead after two innings
in Game 2 and trudged onward to

terminate the third-seeded
Roselle American Legion, 11-3,
at Memorial Field 2 in Linden on
August 22 to earn their sixth
straight title. The Legionnaires
defeated second-seeded JoeMax
Telecom, 22-11 and 13-9 to ad-
vance to the finals, while Deegan
humbled the Phenomenal Boyz,
25-9 and 16-11.

Pitcher Pete Appolito kept the
Legionnaires low in their trenches,
scattering nine hits, which in-
cluded only one triple to Jim
McCullough, who also singled.

Bill Buteau was the only other
Legionnaire who had two hits
with a pair of singles.

Scott Mugele held the big ham-
mer for the Roofers and pounded
a three-run home run. Joe
DeFabio was the most consis-
tent, going 3-for-3 with a double,
two runs scored and an RBI. Ricky
McMahon thumped an RBI triple
and a ground-rule double, while
scoring once. Damon Roth
doubled twice, scored once and
had an RBI. Appolito had a pair of
RBI singles and scored once.

August 23, 2019: Second-
seeded St. Joseph’s offense and
pitcher Harold Hopler were hot
and top-seeded St. Anthony was

not when the two top-rung teams
went face-to-face in the semifi-
nals of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League playoffs at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 23. Hopler permitted
just three singles, while one bat-
ter reached on a fielder’s choice
and another on an error, and his
team pounded St. Anthony
pitcher Frank Chupko with 22
hits in a 17-0 thrashing.

Chris San Juan led the Joe boys
going 4-for-4, with a home run, a
triple, four runs scored and three
RBI. Todd Feinberg slammed a
three run triple to go with his RBI
single and another single. Dave
Merkel tripled, doubled, singled,
scored twice and had two RBI.
Hopler hacked trip RBI singles
and scored once. James Barba

singled twice, doubled and scored
three times and Tony Perconte
went 2-for-2 with a triple and an
RBI sacrifice fly, while scoring
twice.

Late August, 2019: Confi-
dence building has been the num-
ber-one objective of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Head
Coach Austin Holman when he
grabbed the reins of the football
team this season and the strat-
egy seems to be working out.
Players are beginning to under-
stand the mechanics of their po-
sitions and a number of multi-
sport athletes, who skipped play-
ing football in the past, are now
attracted to the program.

Last year (2018) the Raiders
had a number of juniors and

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING A RUNNING BACK...The Raiders, in blue, crunch a Pascack Hills running back
during a quad scrimmage with AL Johnson, Verona and Pascack Hills at ALJ High School in Clark
on August 27, 2019.

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLASH OF THE “DEVIL “COLORS...The Westfield Blue Devil girls soccer team and the
Hunterdon Central Red Devils clash during a scrimmage game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on August 25, 2018.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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sophomores on the defense and
even a freshman starter, so ex-
perience was basically at a mini-
mum. Holman looks to senior
Bryant Cadet to line up at nose
tackle. Also in the line would be
sophomore Mike Banic, who
played varsity last year, and jun-
iors Liam Mahr and Kenny Yeager.
Junior Jack Manville returns as
the middle linebacker with out-
side linebackers being junior Alex
Werkheiser and sophomore
Isaiah Nathaniel, and junior Chris-

tian Piesch at strong linebacker.
At the corners will be senior Jake
Hahn and junior Marshall Young.
Senior Justin Clark is expected to
be the strong safety and junior
Shawn Martin will be at free
safety.

August 23, 2018: Imminent
defeat was only one swing away
for second-seeded Contact Lens
& Vision in Game 1 of the best of
three Union County Senior 50+ B
Division semifinal playoffs against
the third-seeded Riverside Inn at

Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on August 23. Trailing, 14-8, in
the bottom of the seventh in-
ning, late arriver Ed Quinn hopped
a two-out single over third base
to ignite an unbelievable seven-
run rally as the Contact “Purple
Gang” stunned the Riverside
Tapsters, 15-14.

Contact connected for 27 total

hits, which included a two-run
home run from Scott Cohen, who
also had a third RBI and an inten-
tional walk. Matt Kasper, who
went 4-for-4 with a run scored,
had the only other extra base hit
for the Visionaries with a two-run
triple. Leadoff hitter Brian Day-
ton ripped three singles and
scored all three times as did Kerry
Gelb, who also had an RBI. Dan
Righetti had three hits, an RBI
and scored twice. But it was “Su-
per” Dave Rothenberg (3-for-4,

2 RBI), who earned his title, with
the triumphant winning RBI
single.

August 24, 2018: Robert Del
Cid scored all the way from first
base on Jack Kennedy’s two-out
single to right in the bottom of
the sixth inning that put St. An-
thony on top to stay during a 10-
9 victory over St. Sebastian in a
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball
League playoff elimination game
on August 24 at Farley Field in

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A GREETING...Blue Devil running back Tim Alliegro is greeted by a host of Cougars during
a scrimmage game between Westfield and Cranford at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 30,
2019.

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROCKING WITH MO-TOWN...The Raiders, in light blue, refined their skills in a scrimmage with
the Morristown Colonials in Scotch Plains last week. The Raiders are anticipating an A++ season
(earl September, 2016).
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Scotch Plains. Each team faced
elimination with a loss which
made for a tense, hard-fought
back and forth struggle. The lead
changed hands four times with
each team turning in their fair
share of fine defensive plays. In
the end, it was a play that was
not made which turned out to be
the difference.

Deadlocked at 9-9 heading into
the sixth, Del Cid grew a  leadoff
walk but St. Sebastian pitcher
Bryan Munoz retired the next
two batters and appeared to be
on his way to a fourth consecu-
tive scoreless inning. Kennedy
then delivered a clean single into
right field that became much

more when outfielder Pat
MacDonnell was unable to cut off
the ball. As the ball kicked of
MacDonnell’s glove and rolled
away, Del Cid turned on the jets
on his way to third, never hesi-
tating as he rounded the bag and
headed for home with what would
become the winning run.

August 24, 2018: Seeded fifth
and finishing the regular season
with a tepid 10-10 record did not
mean a thing to St. Wolfgang
once the pack entered the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoff. After knocking
off fourth-seeded St. Anthony
(7-6) and eighth-seeded St.
Vincent (15-2), surprising vic-

tors over top-seeded St. George,
the Wolfpack sank their teeth
into the unsuspecting second-
seeded St. Francis squad and
ripped off an 8-1 victory at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 24 to advance to the
championship game to be held
on Labor Day, September 3, at
the same location.

Wolfgang pitcher Howie Bialos
was just downright nasty to the
St. Fran men in not allowing an
earned run, while spreading out
10 singles, walking no one and
striking out one. Only one Fran
man had more than one hit,
pitcher Mike Kozlowski (2-for-
3), and the only person to score

was Ray Lo (1-for-2) who reached
base on an error in the third
inning then later scored on an
error.

Late August 2017: Defend-
ing Union County Tournament
champions, a 15-4-2 record and
the fact that the Westfield High
School boys soccer team permit-
ted only 14 goals in those 21
games last year could very well
mean that opposing teams will
be salivating at the opportunity
to knock them off this season.
The Blue Devil boys’ plan is to
key on their defensive strength
and to prepare themselves early
for a very competitive first two
weeks of the regular season.

The good news is that they
have a very experienced return-
ing backfield with senior co-cap-
tains Mark Walter and Dan Sokolin
and seniors Graham Studwell and
Andrew Eliades. Also on the de-
fense are seniors David Sprung
and Mathew Canabarro.

August 24, 2016: Opportuni-
ties had arisen due to multiple
errors and both teams managed
to capitalize in a St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoff semifinal showdown be-
tween top-seeded St. Maximilian
and second-seeded St. Wolfgang
at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 24. The winner would

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

STEPPING UP TO VARSITY...The SPF Raider field hockey team (fully funded by the SPF Field
Hockey Club) will compete at the varsity level for the first time this season. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Erin Lay, Kira Richardson, Catherine Buren, Cassidy Novella, Isa St. Rosa, Jadie
Pearl and Jamie Frank; second row, Meagan Lavin, Ali Boylan, Hailey Richardson, Abby Conklin,
Ali Seiro, Jessica Szulc, Sophia Iacona and Sierra Moorman; back row, Kelly Nitti, Madi Slifer,
Emilia Boissonneault, Tracy Bagdonas, Julia Blaschak, Julia Barnes, Kayla Nitti, Olivia Calcaterra
and Vicki Savoca. Not Pictured: Hailey Cino. Coaches: Ally Neidig, Sarah Weber and Virginia
Weber (September 2017).

(September 2015 files)Photo Courtesy of Mitch Aronson

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: seated; co-captains/
seniors Kelly Dorry and Gab Cofone; second row, juniors Dana Boretz, Olivia Meyer, Lindsay
Miller, Leigh Scarano and Lizzy Sottung and senior Rachel Holt; standing, sophomore Sydney
Swingle, senior Sara Correa-senior, sophomore Leah Andrews senior Rachel Mattessich, sopho-
more Erica Varga, junior Hayley Kasko, sophomore Stephanie Borr and head coach Beverly Torok
(September 4, 2015).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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immediately be presented with
its ticket to play in the League
Championship game on Labor
Day, while the loser would be
cast into the losers’ bracket to
compete once more for its chance
to advance to the heralded cham-
pionship game.

Aware that it is much better to
have the “bird in the hand” now,
each team amplified their inten-
sity and each team managed to
grasp the lead a few times. How-
ever in the bottom of the seventh
inning with the score tied, Ed

Villaverde lashed a leadoff single
to right-center but was thrown
out attempting to stretch it to a
double. Rich Pitonzo followed with
a single to left then strutted to
second on a walk to Frank
Vecchione. Jay Semple stepped
to the plate and slashed a single
to right to bring Pitonzo glori-
ously home, earning St. Max a
15-14 victory and their ticket to
appear on the field on Labor Day.

Early September 2016:
Pieces of a superb puzzle all seem
to be coming together and the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team expect
to have the right fit to have an
A++ season. The Raiders had an
A season last year with another
conference title and fifth straight
Union County Tournament (UCT)
title with a 1-0, overtime win
over Elizabeth but fell short with
a loss in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 semifinal to finish
20-2-2.

In all, it was the Raiders’ 26th
conference title and 19th UCT
title (17th for Head Coach Tom

Breznitsky, who jumped his 41-
year career won/loss/tie record
to 696-161-58. In addition to the
return of a host of fine veterans
who also played in Costa Rica
during the summer, this season
the Raiders will also enjoy the
services of four athletes, who
played academy soccer last year
— senior Andrew Murray, juniors
John Murphy, Jr. and Tom DeVizio
and sophomore Rock Valian.

Early September 2016: Stats
have been entered in the book
that has shown last year’s

Cranford High School football
team that finished with a 12-0
record and won another North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 cham-
pionship had broken nearly ev-
ery scoring and rushing record in
school history. Now, this year’s
Cougars are faced with main-
taining that winning tradition.

The Cougars do return a few
veterans with good credentials
such as seniors Ryan Bakie, Brian
McGovern, Alex Esposito, Tom
Armstrong, Sean Bryson and

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING FOR A TD...Cranford Cougar running back Jamie Shriner heads for a TD during a
scrimmage game with the Carteret Ramblers at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 24, 2018.

David B. Corbin (September 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING TOWARD THE GOAL...A Lady Blue Devil moves the ball towards the opponent’s goal
during a scrimmage with Old Bridge at Kehler Stadium in Westfield (Late August, 2015).
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Anthony Ramirez and junior
Dylan Budnik.

September 4, 2015:
Westfield roared out to a fast
start then survived an extended
dry spell before rallying for a
straight set (25-22, 25-23) vic-
tory over JP Stevens, in its sea-
son opening match held on Sep-
tember 4 at Westfield High
School. Stephanie Borr had six
kills, while Lindsay Miller con-
tributed 17 assists to pace the

Blue Devil effort. Rachel Holt
served up three aces on the day.

Early September 2015: Many
close games went in favor of the
opposing teams last year, but
this year’s Westfield High School
field hockey team expects to turn
the tables to be on the top side of
those type of games. Four-year
starter, senior midfielder Cami
Sullivan, who scored eight goals
and had three assists last year, is
expected, once again, to be a

scoring threat.
Junior Christina Seery, a three-

year varsity player, returns at
goalie. Last year she saved 193
goals only allowing 63 all season.
Senior Chrissie Sloan can be de-
pended upon as a solid defender.
“Chrissie is a great teammate
who is very comfortable as a
sweeper/back,”

Labor Day, 2014: The show-
down between St. Vincent and
St. Nicholas for the St. Bart’s

Softball League Championship at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
turned out to be in the “thrilling”
category with the Nick’s plating a
pair of runs in the bottom of the
seventh inning to snap a 6-6 tie
and holding on to claim an 8-6
victory and the crown. Tom Fazio
led the Nicks with a 3-for-3 morn-
ing, which included a key RBI
double in the seventh inning.
Rinaldo Santiago slammed a two-
run home run and finished with

four RBI.
Early September 2014: In-

juries hampered the Westfield
girls soccer team throughout the
entire season last year and a
number of young girls had to rise
from the bench to fill in for their
downed teammates, but for ev-
ery adversity there is a seed of
equal opportunity and those
seeds may be sprouting rapidly
for this year’s Lady Blue Devils.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL ALPHA DOGS...The Blue Devil boys cross-country “Alpha Dogs”, pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Ryan Siegel, Matt Luppino and Andrew Stockwell; middle row, Griffin
Mooney, Bryan Jackler and Matt Russo; back row, Mike Esler, Dalton Herzog, Philip Edwards and
Gideon Lee (September 2013).

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL XC FRONT RUNNERS...Pictured, left to right: front row; team captains Allison
Diamond, Erica Fischer and Gabby Stravach (missing Elisabeth Neylan); second row, Amanda
Fischer, Kathleen McCutcheon, Megan O’Dwyer, Anna Tanji and Gabriel Brennan; third row, Kelly
Morrison, Johanna Mermer, Charlie O’Brien, Natalie Marcotullio and Caroline Stocking (Sept. 2013).

This page is brought to you by:

James Ward Mansion
908-389-0014  •  www.jameswardmansion.com

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, September 17, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSING IN ON A HILLTOPPER…Raiders Julie Glover, No. 23, and Kathryn Cunningham, No.
10, put the pinch on Hilltopper Maggie Moriarty. The Lady Raiders defeated Summit, 4-0, on
September 6, 2012.

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP...Cranford Cougar Anna Kalafatis, No. 23, gets a little friction from Blue Devil Lil
Scott in the Westfield home opener on September 5, 2014. The Blue Devils and the Cougars battled
to a 1-1 double overtime tie.

Two talented veterans, seniors
Lil Scott and Judy McDonald, have
been selected team captains.

“We have 17 returning players
with a roster of 23. Of those 23,
we only have six seniors. So
even though we are experienced
we are still a young team,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt
said.

The most powerful offensive
punch is expected to come from
a pair of sophomores, Hannah
Liddy (striker) and Taylor Mor-
gan (attacking midfielder). Jun-
ior Lauren Rigney returns to lead
on defense. Sophomore Raffi
Laitamaki and juniors Hannah
Hawkins, Sarah Broughton and
Molly Bandelli also return on de-
fense. New Defenders are sopho-
mores Sonya Peregrim and Sara
Israel.

Early September 2013: “Blue
Tsunami” is the term given by
Head Coach Thom Hornish for
this year’s Westfield High School
girls cross-county team that
boasts the school’s highest turn-
out ever at nearly 145 strong.
With the talent that lies within
that number, the Blue Devils are
looking to overwhelm their op-
ponents.

Several girls bring with them
proven results, including team
captains Gabby Stravach,
Elisabeth Neylan, Erica Fischer
and Allison Diamond. Others
presently in the “Alpha” group
are: juniors Meghan O’Dwyer,
Natalie Marcotullio, Johanna
Mermer, Caroline Stocking, Kelly
Morrison and Charlie O’Brien,
along with seniors Anna Tanji
and Kathleen McCutcheon.

Early September 2013: Wave
after wave of Blue uniforms
means another very promising
season for the Westfield High
School boys cross-country team
that is looking to successfully
defend its county, conference and
sectional titles.

“We have about 95 guys, a nice
group of ninth graders, about 22
ninth graders. Our sophomore
group has grown by about 10
more kids. We have a lot of talent
in all the levels. That’s good not
just for this year but for the next
couple of years,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Chris Tafelski said.

Team captains Matt Luppino,
Phil Edwards, Dalton Herzog and
Gideon Lee, along with Mike Esler
and Andrew Stockwell head a
strong senior class. Luppino and
Edwards, especially, have a list

of impressive credentials.
September 7, 2013: Eighteen

minutes of relatively even play
changed abruptly to a one-sided
shelling on the part of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team that claimed a 3-0
victory over the Parsippany Hills
Lady Vikings in Scotch Plains on
September 7. Middie Jodie
Cornwell, forward Tori Baliatico
and Paige Vanbuskirk scored goals
for the Raiders.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots
on goal in the scoreless first half
and added another 13 in the
second half, while the Vikings
managed only two shots in each
half. Raider goalkeepers, senior
Angela Rastelli, needed only to
make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner
made one in the second half.

September 6, 2012: Another
very promising year began for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team, win-
ners of six of the last seven Union
County Tournament titles, with a
4-0 victory over Summit in its
season opener in Scotch Plains
on September 6.

With the exception of a few
brief moments, the 1-0 Raiders’
front line strike force had the
luxury of pushing the attack on
the Hilltoppers’ turf throughout
the game, especially with the
help of their stubborn group of
midfielders that includes seniors
Christy Monroy (captain), Jessie
Klein, Julie Glover and Olivia
Mendes, and junior Kathryn
Cunningham, along with a tough
backfield headed by senior cap-
tain Christine Miklas.
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St. Sebastian Routs St. Anthony, 19-5, for St. Bart’s Crown
Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Renda Roads Nips American Legion, 21-20, for UC 60+ Title
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