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From The Archives
BRINGING IT IN...The spire that memorializes the names of those lost on September 11, 2001 was delivered by truck and
set into place in Westfield just prior to the one-year anniversary of the terror attacks. The town will hold a ceremony on
Friday, September 11, at 6 p.m., at the memorial at the corner of North Avenue and East Broad Street.

From The Archives
A LOOK BACK...The first office of The Westfield Leader was located on Prospect
Street at J.H. Cash Printer in 1890. The Leader will be honored as Westfield’s oldest
business as part of the Westfield 300 celebration on Thursday, September 17.

Westfield DPW Employee Suit
Claims Harassment, Discrimination

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — On Friday, De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
employee Christopher Bohnyak filed
suit against the town and DPW Direc-
tor Greg O’Neil alleging that they
created a hostile work environment
where he was harassed and discrimi-
nated against. At the time the lawsuit
was filed, Mr. Bohnyak was sus-
pended without pay, but on Tuesday
received a letter from the town stating
that his employment was terminated,
his attorney, Joshua McMahon, told
The Westfield Leader.

The lawsuit claims that the defen-
dants believed that Mr. Bohnyak was
providing information related to pub-
lic corruption and was retaliated

against after making safety-violation
complaints related to tree pruning in
violation of the Conscientious Em-
ployment Protection Act.

The suit alleges that the town and
Mr. O’Neill “falsely and baselessly
accused Plaintiff, in an investigative
report commissioned by the Town, of
“leaking” information related to pub-
lic corruption to a local political ac-
tivist and blogger named Greg Kasko.
This baseless accusation was memo-
rialized in an official report commis-
sioned by Defendants.”

Attached to the suit is a portion of
the report issued by Stephanie
Gironda, Esq., of the Wilentz
Goldman & Spitzer law firm in May
of 2019 regarding allegations of theft
of overtime by DPW employees. Mr.

Kasko, who runs The Fact of the
Matter (TFOTM) blog, had alleged
theft of overtime in the DPW, includ-
ing posting copies of employee
timecards. According to TFOTM, an
investigation also was launched by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Ms. Gironda’s investigation found
“no proof of overtime fraud or any
other type of fraud” at the DPW.
However, in his interview with Ms.
Gironda, Mr. Bohnyak stated that,
“he believes that it is ‘one hundred
percent true’ that overtime fraud is
being committed by Town of
Westfield employees.” The report
references exhibits that were not in-
cluded in the lawsuit. The Leader has
filed an OPRA request with the town
to obtain the full report from Ms.
Gironda. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office declined to com-
ment regarding an investigation.

When contacted by The Leader,
Mr. Kasko provided a statement which
read, in part, “I have previously per-
sonally experienced the retaliation of
Westfield for reporting impropriety/
improprieties. It began in 2004.
Shortly after I began my blog, I was
interviewed with my attorney by the
prosecutor’s office. The only interest
they had was to seal the leaks of
information to my blog. At that time,
the only questions they had concerned
my sources. ...In the present matter,
the town wanted to know the name of
the leak...Up until, and during my text
messages with (Town Attorney) Tom
Jardim, I had no contact with Mr.
Bohnyak. He (Bohnyak) is named by
the town’s hired law firm in a flawed
assumption. The attorney at Wilentz
was more interested in making as-
sumptions about the identity of the
leak than trying to determine why she
was given records that were inca-

Bigotry Accusations Levied
Against Garwood Candidate

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Last week,
InsiderNJ.com ran an article noting
congressional candidate and state Sena-
tor Tom Kean Jr.’s attendance at a
fundraiser for Garwood Republican
Candidates Joe Nicastro and Jesse Wil-
son. The article highlighted Facebook
posts shared by Mr. Wilson and an
account holder named “Jerome
Biggums” that were posted in a
Facebook group called “Cranford Un-
censored.” The posts in the article de-
pict a woman kissing a man’s foot,
looters with the caption “mourning over
the loss of George Floyd” and a photo
of white people in chains with the cap-
tion “White Guilt – the new virus in
America.” Since the posts came to light,
social media erupted, and while the
Garwood GOP continues to back Mr.
Wilson, Senator Kean and Republican
Freeholder Candidate Joe Sarno have
called for Mr. Wilson to step off the
ticket.

In an email to The Westfield Leader,
Mr. Wilson denied that he is a white
supremacist, racist, or homophobic, stat-
ing, “I’m not a racist, I find it com-
pletely absurd. I’ve been dating a woman
of color for the last four or five months
and these false allegations have put
extreme stress in our relationship to the
point where she is afraid to speak out or
be seen with me. I take this allegation
very seriously and will be pursuing a
legal case against people involved. I am
not homophobic. I stand against the
sexualizing of children on any level.
Kids don’t need to learn homosexual
history, and young girls shouldn’t be
losing scholarships to transgender boys.
Leave the kids alone.”

Mr. Wilson was arrested in 2006, and
plead guilty in 2007 to possession of
over 50 grams and under 1 pound of
marijuana with intent to distribute. He
served 3-years of probation.  “I have
made mistakes in the past, I inhaled,
and I got caught doing so, well over a
decade ago when laws were much
stricter. Nonetheless, it was against the

law and I’m sorry for what I did. I
learned from that mistake, I got into
construction and started my own busi-
ness, I bought a house and started my
life. I moved forward with my life and
made myself a better person. Isn’t that
what life is about? None of us should be
judged on our worst moment, but who
we became after.”

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco said
in a letter to The Leader, “For those who
think this is just politics. I assure you it
is not. I will call out and stand against
racism, bigotry, homophobia, anti-
Semitism, and any other form of hate if
displayed in Garwood. Sadly, we have
seen other recent acts of hate in other
nearby towns and their local leaders
have spoken out. Garwood’s leaders
will, too.”

Democrat Candidates Russ Graham
and Vincent Kearney, who are running
against Mr. Wilson and Mr. Nicastro,
said in a letter, “Mr. Wilson has shown
himself, through a litany of now widely
shared social media posts, to be racist,
misogynistic, homophobic and trans-
phobic. This is not the Garwood we
know, nor will we stand by and watch
Garwood become any of these things or
be painted with that brush by anyone,
let alone a Council candidate.”

The Jerome Biggums profile depicted
by multiple news outlets has been re-
moved from Facebook as have the com-
ments made by that account in the
Cranford Uncensored group. Despite
questions from multiple group users
and now The Westfield Leader, Mr.
Wilson neither confirmed nor denied
that he was behind the “Jerome
Biggums” account. He did tell The
Leader that there are many Jerome
Biggums accounts and that “Appar-
ently my likeness has been used on one
or several as has the Mayor of Garwood
holding an assault rifle.”

When asked if any of this has changed
his mind about running for council, Mr.
Wilson told The Leader, “It has made
me stronger and more resilient. Now
more than ever I believe it is important

Union County Freeholders
Discuss Covid-19 Response
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By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
held its regular Thursday meetings on
September 3 remotely via a Zoom
video conference. All eight Freehold-
ers, including Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, were in attendance.

During his opening remarks, Mr.
Mirabella thanked the residents of
Union County for looking out for and
taking care of each other during the
Covid-19 outbreak. “Together we’ve
made significant progress against this
virus,” said Mr. Mirabella. He noted
that even though Governor Phil
Murphy has announced the next step
of the gradual reopening of businesses
and the fact that some school districts
are starting to reopen, people should
not let their guard down, but rather,
“keep up the good work, wear your
masks, observe social distancing and
help Union County families stay safe
during these troubled times.”

Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Angel G. Estrada, who re-
tired from office last week, was lauded
by Mr. Mirabella, a long-time col-
league of Mr. Estrada on the board.
Mr. Estrada was offered congratula-
tions and well-wishes on behalf of the
county government. Mr. Mirabella
thanked Mr. Estrada “for his effort
and for his sacrifice” during his many
years of service on the board.

The board reminded the viewing
public that the Kean University cam-
pus serves as the location for the
county’s free drive-through Covid-
19 test center. This center continues
to operate every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday. In addition, the
county’s mobile free public test unit
has been visiting communities
throughout the county to provide tests
on a walk-up basis. This week marks

the first time that a saliva-testing
method is being used in Union County.
The next walk-up event for testing
will be held today, Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, in Garwood.

Residents who have used the test
center or the walk-up service are be-
ing surveyed by the Union County
Covid Response Team. Surveying is
being conducted via telephone calls,
text messages, or by knocking on
doors. Mr. Mirabella asked that the
public support this effort because the
feedback is very helpful to the Covid
Response Team to assist the team in
improving its services.

The Kean University campus also
is the site of the drive-up food distri-
bution events, which have “helped
thousands of residents cope with the
economic impact of this outbreak,”
according to Mr. Estrada. The next
food distribution event will take place
on Saturday, September 12.

Thanks was given to the family of
LGBTQ activist Marsha P. Johnson
for their work in establishing a me-
morial to celebrate her life in her
hometown of Elizabeth. The Office
of LGBTQ Affairs is helping with the
coordination of this effort.

Mr. Mirabella announced that
Union County will host its first-ever
drive-up concert featuring the B Street
Band, with an opening set by Ray
Anderson and Friends. This concert
will take place at the VoTech campus
in Scotch Plains on Sunday evening,
September 20. Although admission is
free, space is limited. Registration is
now open.

The board reminded everyone that
the 2020 Census is still ongoing. Mr.
Mirabella urged those who have not
responded yet to take a few minutes
to participate online by visiting
census.gov. Having a proper Census

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Westfielders Comment on Historic
Preservation, Brightwood Trails

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council meeting Tuesday
stretched into the late evening as resi-
dents had the chance to speak up,
mostly concerning the revised His-
toric Preservation Ordinance (HPO)
and the proposed Brightwood Park
mountain bike trails. The council mem-
bers passed the HPO, gave some clari-
fication related to the Brightwood Park

situation, and passed resolutions con-
cerning contracts for crossing guard
management and road paving.

Mayor Shelley Brindle first
broached the HPO in her opening ad-
dress, saying that she and council mem-
bers have received plenty of feedback
and “hopefully can provide clarifica-
tion” about the or-
dinance. She said
the intent of the or-
dinance is to have
“sensible review
processes in place
before we lose any
more of our histori-
cally-significant
buildings to
teardowns.”

During previous
council meetings,
Mayor Brindle ex-
plained that the or-
dinance puts the
town into compli-
ance with state
land-use law. At the
June 30 council
meeting, Town
Planner Don
Sammet said the old ordinance allows
for zoning-by-referendum, which is
“prohibited specifically by the state
land-use law.” The new ordinance also
requires any property identified as his-
toric, not necessarily officially desig-
nated, to go to the planning or zoning
board with subdivision or develop-
ment applications.

Residents opposed to the ordinance
mainly cited worries about govern-
ment overreach. Resident Mark
Rhodes said he was concerned that
even if this administration did not take
full advantage of the power granted by
the ordinance, a different administra-
tion in the future may.

Residents also chimed in with criti-
cism of the council for the amount of
misinformation circulating about the
ordinance as well as the council mov-
ing the ordinance forward during the
Covid-19 pandemic, as some residents
said they believe not everyone can
operate the technology required to give
input.

Residents in favor of the ordinance
called in saying the rule would protect
the character of the town and give the

town a chance to pause demolitions
before historic homes are torn down.
One resident mentioned that Mayor
Brindle had run on this platform and
that as an elected official, the mayor
should follow through on her platform
promises.

Planning board member Michael
Ash, an attorney
who specializes in
property rights,
said he believes the
ordinance is con-
sistent with typical
zoning ordinances.
“I don’t know how
this became such a
politically divisive
issue,” he said.

The ordinance
passed with only
Councilman Mark
LoGrippo voting
against it.

In conjunction
with the ordinance,
a resolution was
passed requesting
the planning board
do a study to name

the entire town as an area in need of
rehabilitation.

“As a companion to the historic
preservation ordinance, and in re-
sponse to many suggestions we re-
ceived, we are voting on a resolution
that will ultimately enable the town to
provide five-year tax abatements on
the value of improvements to histori-
cally-designated homes,” Mayor
Brindle said.

The abatements would act as incen-
tives for residents to voluntarily desig-
nate their homes as historic, she con-
tinued.

Also passed at this meeting were
Ordinances No. 2186, 2187 and 2188.
No. 2186 amended the town’s land-use
ordinance to allow portable on-demand
structures to be used as temporary struc-
tures within all residential zones. No.
2187 provides the town with a new
definition for pet-care facilities and
modifies the existing definition for re-
tail services. No. 2188 outlines explic-
itly the requirement for a permit for
demolition, the procedure to get a per-
mit and the specifics required in giving

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

SIGN OF THE TIMES...Signs sup-
porting the Friends of Brightwood Park
have been popping up all over town.
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NEVER FORGET  

Fairview Cemetery & Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street Westfield NJ 07090 (908) 232-0781 

  Fairview Cemetery stands firm in its mission to provide  

 

Since the founding of Fairview Cemetery in January 1868, the 
cemetery has been a tranquil oasis. 

 

During this reflective time in September, we want to recognize 
those who have perished in past tragedies and those heroes who 
have given everything in the search and rescue of precious lives.  
We also give praise to all of our current first responders who are 
working everyday to make our lives better and safer. 

MUMS THE WORD...Plant experts from the Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee visit the grower to hand-select mums to be sold at their Annual Fall Mum
& Plant Sale held at Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on Thursday,
September 17, through Sunday, September 20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, August 11, Yassin

Seamon, 22, was arrested on an out-
standing traffic warrant issued by the
Linden Municipal Court, in the
amount of $500, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at West North Avenue
and Charles Street. Seamon was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Wednesday, August 12, Westfield
police officers responded to the area
of 500 Topping Hill Road regarding a
report of an attempted burglary to a
motor vehicle. Mountainside police
stopped a suspect vehicle nearby.
Westfield officers assisted
Mountainside police and continued
the investigation. The following ar-
rests occurred subsequent to the on-
scene and Detective Bureau investi-
gation:

Delano Fletcher, 18, of East Or-
ange was charged with burglary to a
motor vehicle, theft, and accomplice
to burglary. He was released on a
summons. Quasin Lee, 19, of East
Orange was charged with possession
of cocaine, possession of drug para-
phernalia, hindering apprehension
and receiving stolen property. He was
released on a summons. Jawaun
Whitted, 18, of Newark was charged
with burglary to a motor vehicle, at-
tempted burglary to a motor vehicle,
theft and receiving stolen property.
He was released on a summons.

Thursday, August 13, police re-
sponded to the 200 block of East
North Avenue on a report of a shop-
lifting. The suspects fled in a stolen
motor vehicle, resulting in a motor
vehicle crash in Kenilworth after a
pursuit. The following arrests oc-
curred:

Altariq Lampley, 47, of Newark
was charged with resisting arrest,
receiving stolen property, shoplift-
ing, hindering apprehension by giv-
ing false information, assault on law
enforcement, assault by auto, crimi-
nal mischief and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Lampley was trans-
ported to the Union County jail. An-
thony Frazier, 50, of Newark was
charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty, shoplifting and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was released
on a summons. Stuart Saunders, 50,
of Union was charged with receiving
stolen property, shoplifting, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (cocaine and heroin). He
was released on a summons. Sumac
Shabazz, 46, of Newark was charged
with receiving stolen property, shop-
lifting, possession of drug parapher-
nalia, failure to turn over a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
to law enforcement, and possession
of CDS (heroin, cocaine, crack co-
caine). Shabazz was released on a
summons.

Sunday, August 16, a resident of
the 200 block of Cacciola Place re-
ported being the victim of a burglary/
armed robbery. Unknown suspects
gained access to the residence bran-
dishing handguns and removed items
from the residence. The suspects fled
the scene and were not apprehended.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of
the 700 block of Clark Street reported
that their 2019 Audi was stolen from
their driveway during the overnight
hours. The victim reported the ap-
proximate value of the vehicle to be
$40,000 and that they believe a key
was left in the vehicle at the time of
the theft. There were no signs of crimi-
nal mischief at the scene, thus it ap-
pears that the vehicle was unlocked at
the time of the theft. The victim did
not report that anything of value was
left in the vehicle at the time of the
theft.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of
the 1700 block of Boulevard reported
being the victim of fraud. The victim
reported that one or more unknown
suspects accessed his computer in an
attempt to make him believe that they
scanned his computer and that he
needed to purchase antivirus soft-
ware in order to fix issues with his
computer. At this time, there has been
no monetary loss due to the fact that
the credit card had been cancelled
prior to any purchase going through.

Saturday, September 5, an indi-
vidual on the 500 block of Spring-
field Avenue reported being the vic-
tim of a motor vehicle burglary and
theft. An unknown suspect entered
the victim’s vehicle and removed nu-
merous items from the vehicle with-
out the victim’s authorization. The
victim reported that numerous credit
cards were removed from the vehicle
upon entry by the unknown suspect.
The stolen credit cards were later
used to make purchases at numerous
stores. The total amount of purchases
made on the stolen credit cards was
approximately $1,203.92.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, September 2, a local

woman sustained serious injuries as a
result of an alleged assault at her
home that morning, according to Cap-
tain Kevin Grimmer, the officer-in-
charge of the Fanwood Police De-
partment. Police were called to a pri-
vate residence on McDermott Place
shortly after 10 a.m., at which time
officers encountered an injured adult
female and an adult male suspect,
according to the preliminary investi-
gation. The victim was transported to
a local hospital for emergency medi-

cal care, while the suspect was taken
into custody without incident. This
investigation remains ongoing, and
criminal charges are pending.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 1, a resident

of Swans Mill Lane reported the theft
of items from their home. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 2, a resi-
dent of Myrtle Avenue reported
fraudulent activity regarding an online
purchase which was made. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Thursday, September 3, Michael J.
Fernandez, 40, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on an active warrant out
of the Essex County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and was additionally charged
with obstruction of justice and resist-
ing arrest. This was the result of a
suspicious-person investigation.
Fernandez was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, September 5, Daniel W.
Lageman, 40, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during the investigation
of a suspicious motor vehicle.
Lageman was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, September 5, the man-
agement at an East Second Street
pizzeria reported the theft of cash.
The incident is under investigation.

Saturday, September 5, Angelo
Trindade, 43, of Rahway was arrested
on active warrants out of Kenilworth,
Newark and Lodi. Trindade was trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, September 6, Travis K.
Sweatnam, 25, of Newark was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Newark during a motor vehicle stop.
Sweatnam was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Terrill Road reported the theft of a
license plate. The incident is under
investigation.

Monday, September 7, a resident
of Mountain Avenue reported dam-
age to their motor vehicle. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Harassment
pable of proving the theft that pre-
dated the evidence provided.”

The detailed suit says that Mr.
Bohnyak reported his Atrial fibrilla-
tion condition to the town, which
precluded him from being able to
jump on and off the garbage truck. He
claims that he was written up for
insubordination and reassigned to
“walking around town to collect gar-
bage.”

According to the suit, because of
his condition, Mr. Bohnyak used his
sick time in April to self-isolate due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. It further
alleges that after his return to work,
Mr. Bohnyak was then assigned to
clean public restrooms, which he
claims he would do if provided with
proper Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) due to his medical condi-
tion. After being denied the N95 mask
and Tyvek suit he requested, Mr.
Bohnyak then contacted the business
agent for his union, Mike Broderick,
who allegedly said that Mr. Bohnyak
should be reassigned due to his health
condition and that the task should be
assigned to “someone with less se-
niority.” The lawsuit states that 10
individuals had lower seniority than
Mr. Bohnyak at the time. On June 1 he
was suspended without pay for one
day for “refusing to clean the munici-
pal lavatories.”

On August 26, the town sent Mr.
Bohnyak a letter stating that if he did
not return to work by September 4, he
would be terminated. That same let-
ter references a grievance meeting
and denial of the grievance by Town
Administrator Jim Gildea. Accord-
ing to the suit, Mr. Bohnyak did re-
turn to work on September 4 with a
doctor’s note explaining that he “must
be provided with adequate personal
protective equipment” if he is to clean
bathrooms; he was again suspended
and then terminated.

The Town of Westfield stated that
it does not comment on pending liti-
gation.

for a regular guy like me to win and
represent the people of Garwood.”

Mr. Wilson also said, “Tom
Malinowski is a coward and liar. Tom
Kean is weak, caving to the mob with-
out notifying any of the Republicans in
Garwood of their emotional and irra-
tional response to the Leftist mob lies.
Apparently these two men have too
much to lose to openly speak the truth.
Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco was just
a pawn in their game. This is a very sad
commentary on the leadership in this
town.”

Mr. Nicastro posted a video on
Facebook Thursday evening saying, “I
want to make it 100 percent clear that I
do not condone any type of racism or
bigotry, nor do I tolerate dirty politics.
... My mission will remain clear, I am
for Garwood, and I am for the Garwood
residents.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bigotry

count “makes the difference in our
efforts to share federal funding for
infrastructure improvements, educa-
tion, social services and more,” ac-
cording to Mr. Mirabella. The last
day to self-respond for the 2020 Cen-
sus is Wednesday, September 30.

A message from Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Board of
Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado asks residents to visit their
online offices, or to call or email them
with any questions about vote-by-
mail ballots, ballot drop-off boxes,
polling places and any other matters
concerning the Tuesday, November 3
General Election. They ask that resi-
dents not “get information second-
hand from random websites or social
media, but rather go right to the
source.” Both offices have their
websites updated with the latest in-
formation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder

Westfield Schools Focus
On Moving Forward

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Public
Schools opened today, September 10,
for excited students, teachers and ad-
ministrators, marking the first in-per-
son school day in almost six months.
On September 7, Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan, Ed.D., jokingly said she
and other members who worked on
the reopening plan have “aged about
10 years” in their pictures from last
September. “Everything has had to be
modified and recreated,” said Dr.
Dolan, thanking all of the district’s
employees, board members and com-
munity volunteers for all of their ex-
tra work and adaptability. “It is abso-
lutely a team effort,” she said.

Parents will need to fill out a daily
electronic form stating their children’s
temperatures and that their children
are not presenting any symptoms of
the Covid-19 virus, the superinten-
dent said. “I know this is new,” said
Dr. Dolan. “I know this is one more
thing in everybody’s busy morning,
but it really is important to keep the
health of our entire community and
we ask everyone’s help.”

“The reopening plan is going to
work if we all follow the rules and
think of others,” Dr. Dolan continued.
She urged parents to keep their chil-
dren home if they are not feeling well
and added that if a student is feeling
well enough while home, they will be
allowed to attend class virtually.

There is an ongoing effort to im-
prove the heating, ventilation and air
conditioning systems even though
they already meet the state’s require-
ments for reopening. The board ap-
proved a $364,745 purchase of bipo-
lar ionization units. The bipolar ion-
ization units will be installed in each
of the 460 classroom unit ventilators
across the district, said Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan. Each bi-
polar ionization unit costs approxi-
mately $550, said Ms. Sullivan, and
the rest of the money is for installa-
tion, which is expected to be com-
plete in about a month. These are in
addition to the REME HALO ultra-
violet light filters previously pur-
chased for rooftop units.

Some other district projects also
are underway for the new school year.
Among them is a memorial for former
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson, who died in April of
2019 following complications from
bone marrow donation surgery. The
memorial will be in the high school
courtyard, said board member

Michael Bielen. Further details will
be presented at next week’s board of
education meeting.

The district also currently is work-
ing on curriculum that addresses rac-
ism, said Assistant Superintendent
Paul Piniero. Beginning last year and
continuing through this summer, the
district aimed to “improve the dis-
course around racial literacy” through
an audit of the K-8 reading selec-
tions. Through a partnership with the
Westfield Education Foundation, the
district was able to purchase some
new titles and invest in professional
development opportunities to help
teachers facilitate discussions around
race, eventually extending the dis-
cussion to the community.

“I hope it’s rather evident that we
have been working hard this summer,”
said Superintendent Dolan. “All of our
focus has been forward on what can we
do to make things the best we can for
our students, the safest way we can,”
she said, acknowledging the challenges
for students in these difficult times.
“We know that we are not perfection,
...and we will continue to learn.”

While the school year will be dif-
ferent, Board President Peggy Oster
said, “Take the first couple days and
give it some time to get started.”

“Every day will get better than
we’ve already planned,” Ms. Oster
continued, saying that she looks for-
ward to hearing the stories from the
first few days next week at the board
meeting on Tuesday, September 15.

notice of the demolition.
No. 2188 caused some confusion

as three people spoke on the ordi-
nance before Town Attorney Thomas
Jardim explained this ordinance is
not related to the historic preserva-
tion ordinance. It is a cleanup and
clarification ordinance that was rec-
ommended by the new town con-
struction official, Frank Vuoso. There
was no further public discussion after
the clarification was made. The ordi-
nance passed unanimously with the
exception of Councilman LoGrippo.

Although nothing on the agenda
related to it, the proposed mountain
bike trails in Brightwood Park took
the spotlight in the public-comment
portion of the meeting.

Residents spoke both in favor of
and against the proposed trails. Resi-
dents against the trails mainly fo-
cused on the park’s status as a passive
park. Some speakers stressed their
disbelief that the proposed trails

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Historic Pres., Brightwood
would be able to serve both hikers
and bikers.

In support of the ordinance, some
residents said they thought the park
was underutilized and should serve
more people. Resident Murray
Topilow, a freshman at Westfield High
School, spoke in favor of the trails.
He reminded people that biking is
already allowed in Brightwood Park
and said that new trails would give
children a new challenge.

“Especially now that we can’t go as
many places and things are closed,
it’s important for kids to be outside,”
he said. “Many kids have picked up
biking, and it would be a great spot
near town that everybody would be
able to go.”

Councilwoman Linda Habgood
said one nice thing is that residents
are learning about the history and
uniqueness of the park. She men-
tioned the newly-formed group
Friends of Brightwood Park, which
organizes cleanups, events and advo-
cacy for the park. The Friends of
Brightwood Park organization op-
poses the proposed biking trails, ac-
cording to its website.

Mayor Brindle reminded residents
that until the town has heard back from
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, to whom the
town will send an application for re-
view, “we could be arguing about noth-
ing.” She said that everyone who spoke
wants the same thing — “to save and
preserve Brightwood Park” — but has
different ideas on how to do so. “These
debates going on about how to do this
are good ones,” she said.

The council passed 25 resolutions
after closing the public-comment por-
tion and hitting the three-hour mark.
Highlights include the passing of a
resolution to pave Scotch Plains Av-
enue (Mayor Brindle has earlier men-
tioned the town will have paved seven
miles of road this year) and a resolu-
tion authorizing the award of contract
for crossing guard management ser-
vices. Police Chief Chris Battiloro
said he was happy with the services
provided and that his officers can
now focus on their duties rather than
acting as crossing guards.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion designating September 18 as a
day of remembrance for prisoners of
war and soldiers deemed missing in
action.

The next Westfield Town Council
meeting will take place Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22, at 8 p.m., via Zoom.
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING, GOING, GONE...Parker Gardens is being demolished on Terrill Road to make way for 181 apartments and 47
townhomes. 2.55 acres of the property will become new ballfields for the Township.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY TO CLEAR...Equipment is lined up to clear the property at Parker
Gardens on Terrill Road to make way for 181 apartments and 47 townhomes, to
include 34 affordable units.

From The Archives
HOW WE REMEMBER...Members of the Westfield Fire Department raise the
flag on the first anniversary of the 9/11 terror attacks. Scotch Plains will hold a
memorial service on Friday, September 11 at 6 p.m. at Augustine Park.

Union County Freeholders
Discuss Covid-19 Response

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
held its regular Thursday meetings on
September 3 remotely via a Zoom
video conference. All eight Freehold-
ers, including Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, were in attendance.

During his opening remarks, Mr.
Mirabella thanked the residents of
Union County for looking out for and
taking care of each other during the
Covid-19 outbreak. “Together we’ve
made significant progress against this
virus,” said Mr. Mirabella. He noted
that even though Governor Phil
Murphy has announced the next step
of the gradual reopening of businesses
and the fact that some school districts
are starting to reopen, people should
not let their guard down, but rather,
“keep up the good work, wear your
masks, observe social distancing and
help Union County families stay safe
during these troubled times.”

Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Angel G. Estrada, who re-
tired from office last week, was lauded
by Mr. Mirabella, a long-time col-
league of Mr. Estrada on the board.

Mr. Estrada was offered congratula-
tions and well-wishes on behalf of the
county government. Mr. Mirabella
thanked Mr. Estrada “for his effort
and for his sacrifice” during his many
years of service on the board.

The board reminded the viewing
public that the Kean University cam-
pus serves as the location for the
county’s free drive-through Covid-
19 test center. This center continues
to operate every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday. In addition, the
county’s mobile free public test unit
has been visiting communities
throughout the county to provide tests
on a walk-up basis. This week marks
the first time that a saliva-testing
method is being used in Union County.
The next walk-up event for testing
will be held today, Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, in Garwood.

Residents who have used the test
center or the walk-up service are be-
ing surveyed by the Union County
Covid Response Team. Surveying is
being conducted via telephone calls,
text messages, or by knocking on
doors. Mr. Mirabella asked that the
public support this effort because the
feedback is very helpful to the Covid
Response Team to assist the team in
improving its services.

The Kean University campus also
is the site of the drive-up food distri-
bution events, which have “helped

thousands of residents cope with the
economic impact of this outbreak,”
according to Mr. Estrada. The next
food distribution event will take place
on Saturday, September 12.

Thanks was given to the family of
LGBTQ activist Marsha P. Johnson
for their work in establishing a me-
morial to celebrate her life in her
hometown of Elizabeth. The Office
of LGBTQ Affairs is helping with the
coordination of this effort.

Mr. Mirabella announced that
Union County will host its first-ever
drive-up concert featuring the B Street
Band, with an opening set by Ray
Anderson and Friends. This concert
will take place at the VoTech campus
in Scotch Plains on Sunday evening,
September 20. Although admission is
free, space is limited. Registration is
now open.

The board reminded everyone that
the 2020 Census is still ongoing. Mr.
Mirabella urged those who have not
responded yet to take a few minutes
to participate online by visiting
census.gov. Having a proper Census
count “makes the difference in our
efforts to share federal funding for
infrastructure improvements, educa-
tion, social services and more,” ac-
cording to Mr. Mirabella. The last
day to self-respond for the 2020 Cen-
sus is Wednesday, September 30.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Westfield DPW Employee Suit
Claims Harassment, Discrimination

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — On Friday, De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
employee Christopher Bohnyak filed
suit against the town and DPW Direc-
tor Greg O’Neil alleging that they
created a hostile work environment
where he was harassed and discrimi-
nated against. At the time the lawsuit
was filed, Mr. Bohnyak was sus-
pended without pay, but on Tuesday
received a letter from the town stating
that his employment was terminated,
his attorney, Joshua McMahon, told
The Westfield Leader.

The lawsuit claims that the defen-
dants believed that Mr. Bohnyak was
providing information related to pub-
lic corruption and was retaliated
against after making safety-violation
complaints related to tree pruning in
violation of the Conscientious Em-
ployment Protection Act.

The suit alleges that the town and
Mr. O’Neill “falsely and baselessly
accused Plaintiff, in an investigative
report commissioned by the Town, of
“leaking” information related to pub-
lic corruption to a local political ac-
tivist and blogger named Greg Kasko.
This baseless accusation was memo-

rialized in an official report commis-
sioned by Defendants.”

Attached to the suit is a portion of
the report issued by Stephanie
Gironda, Esq., of the Wilentz
Goldman & Spitzer law firm in May
of 2019 regarding allegations of theft
of overtime by DPW employees. Mr.
Kasko, who runs The Fact of the
Matter (TFOTM) blog, had alleged
theft of overtime in the DPW, includ-
ing posting copies of employee
timecards. According to TFOTM, an
investigation also was launched by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Ms. Gironda’s investigation found
“no proof of overtime fraud or any
other type of fraud” at the DPW.
However, in his interview with Ms.
Gironda, Mr. Bohnyak stated that,
“he believes that it is ‘one hundred
percent true’ that overtime fraud is
being committed by Town of
Westfield employees.” The report
references exhibits that were not in-
cluded in the lawsuit. The Leader has
filed an OPRA request with the town
to obtain the full report from Ms.
Gironda. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office declined to com-
ment regarding an investigation.

When contacted by The Leader,
Mr. Kasko provided a statement which
read, in part, “I have previously per-
sonally experienced the retaliation of
Westfield for reporting impropriety/
improprieties. It began in 2004.
Shortly after I began my blog, I was
interviewed with my attorney by the
prosecutor’s office. The only interest
they had was to seal the leaks of
information to my blog. At that time,
the only questions they had concerned
my sources. ...In the present matter,
the town wanted to know the name of
the leak...Up until, and during my text
messages with (Town Attorney) Tom
Jardim, I had no contact with Mr.
Bohnyak. He (Bohnyak) is named by
the town’s hired law firm in a flawed
assumption. The attorney at Wilentz
was more interested in making as-
sumptions about the identity of the
leak than trying to determine why she
was given records that were inca-
pable of proving the theft that pre-
dated the evidence provided.”

The detailed suit says that Mr.
Bohnyak reported his Atrial fibrilla-
tion condition to the town, which
precluded him from being able to
jump on and off the garbage truck. He
claims that he was written up for
insubordination and reassigned to
“walking around town to collect gar-
bage.”

According to the suit, because of
his condition, Mr. Bohnyak used his
sick time in April to self-isolate due to

Bigotry Accusations Levied
Against Garwood Candidate

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Last week,
InsiderNJ.com ran an article noting
congressional candidate and state
Senator Tom Kean Jr.’s attendance at
a fundraiser for Garwood Republican
Candidates Joe Nicastro and Jesse
Wilson. The article highlighted
Facebook posts shared by Mr. Wilson
and an account holder named “Jerome
Biggums” that were posted in a
Facebook group called “Cranford
Uncensored.” The posts in the article
depict a woman kissing a man’s foot,
looters with the caption “mourning
over the loss of George Floyd” and a
photo of white people in chains with
the caption “White Guilt – the new
virus in America.” Since the posts
came to light, social media erupted,
and while the Garwood GOP contin-
ues to back Mr. Wilson, Senator Kean
and Republican Freeholder Candi-
date Joe Sarno have called for Mr.
Wilson to step off the ticket.

In an email to The Westfield Leader,
Mr. Wilson denied that he is a white
supremacist, racist, or homophobic,
stating, “I’m not a racist, I find it
completely absurd. I’ve been dating a

woman of color for the last four or
five months and these false allega-
tions have put extreme stress in our
relationship to the point where she is
afraid to speak out or be seen with me.
I take this allegation very seriously
and will be pursuing a legal case
against people involved. I am not
homophobic. I stand against the sexu-
alizing of children on any level. Kids
don’t need to learn homosexual his-
tory, and young girls shouldn’t be
losing scholarships to transgender
boys. Leave the kids alone.”

Mr. Wilson was arrested in 2006,
and plead guilty in 2007 to posses-
sion of over 50 grams and under 1
pound of marijuana with intent to
distribute. He served 3-years of pro-
bation.  “I have made mistakes in the
past, I inhaled, and I got caught doing
so, well over a decade ago when laws
were much stricter. Nonetheless, it
was against the law and I’m sorry for
what I did. I learned from that mis-
take, I got into construction and started
my own business, I bought a house
and started my life. I moved forward
with my life and made myself a better
person. Isn’t that what life is about?

Fanwood Council to Consider
Chickens-as-Pets Ordinance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council will again consider en-
acting an ordinance that would allow a
homeowner to keep a limited number
of chickens on their property.

At their Tuesday meeting, council
members briefly discussed a revised
draft ordinance that would allow up to
three chickens to be kept on residential
properties that are at least 7,500 square
feet in size. The council also had dis-
cussed the matter at its March 2 meet-
ing.

In crafting the revised ordinance, the
council considered comments and in-
put from the board of health and mem-
bers of the public, according to bor-

ough Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan. Simi-
lar ordinances enacted in neighboring
towns also were examined. Members
of the council will now take time to read
through and evaluate the ordinance
before further action is taken.

In other business, Mayor Colleen
Mahr said the council meetings be-
tween now and the Tuesday, November
3 election will be used to update the
public on voting procedures. She said it
is “very, very important” for local gov-
ernments to inform residents about vot-
ing, which will be done primarily via
mail-in ballots this year due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, and what is and what is
not allowed. Borough Clerk Kathleen
Holmes said ballots are expected to
soon be mailed to voters. She said

ballots must be postmarked by Novem-
ber 3 or hand-delivered to one of the
various drop-off points by that date.
The last day to register to vote is Tues-
day, October 13.

Mayor Mahr and Ms. Holmes both
said they were under the impression
that voters will be able to track their
mail-in ballot online to ensure that their
votes are registered and counted but
said they will look further to confirm.
Borough Attorney Russell Huegel
added that, pursuant to an executive
order issued by Governor Phil Murphy,
the state will count all ballots “until it’s
done counting.”

In other business, Ms. Holmes said
Fanwood’s response rate to the national

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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NEVER FORGET  

Fairview Cemetery & Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street Westfield NJ 07090 (908) 232-0781 

  Fairview Cemetery stands firm in its mission to provide  

 

Since the founding of Fairview Cemetery in January 1868, the 
cemetery has been a tranquil oasis. 

 

During this reflective time in September, we want to recognize 
those who have perished in past tragedies and those heroes who 
have given everything in the search and rescue of precious lives.  
We also give praise to all of our current first responders who are 
working everyday to make our lives better and safer. 

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, August 11, Yassin Seamon,

22, was arrested on an outstanding traf-
fic warrant issued by the Linden Munici-
pal Court, in the amount of $500, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Charles Street. Seamon was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recogni-
zance.

Wednesday, August 12, Westfield
police officers responded to the area of
500 Topping Hill Road regarding a re-
port of an attempted burglary to a motor
vehicle. Mountainside police stopped a
suspect vehicle nearby. Westfield offic-
ers assisted Mountainside police and
continued the investigation. The follow-
ing arrests occurred subsequent to the
on-scene and Detective Bureau investi-
gation:

Delano Fletcher, 18, of East Orange
was charged with burglary to a motor
vehicle, theft, and accomplice to bur-
glary. He was released on a summons.
Quasin Lee, 19, of East Orange was
charged with possession of cocaine,
possession of drug paraphernalia, hin-
dering apprehension and receiving sto-
len property. He was released on a sum-
mons. Jawaun Whitted, 18, of Newark
was charged with burglary to a motor
vehicle, attempted burglary to a motor
vehicle, theft and receiving stolen prop-
erty. He was released on a summons.

Thursday, August 13, police re-
sponded to the 200 block of East North
Avenue on a report of a shoplifting. The
suspects fled in a stolen motor vehicle,
resulting in a motor vehicle crash in
Kenilworth after a pursuit. The follow-
ing arrests occurred:

Altariq Lampley, 47, of Newark was
charged with resisting arrest, receiving
stolen property, shoplifting, hindering
apprehension by giving false informa-
tion, assault on law enforcement, assault
by auto, criminal mischief and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Lampley
was transported to the Union County
jail. Anthony Frazier, 50, of Newark was
charged with receiving stolen property,
shoplifting and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released on a sum-
mons. Stuart Saunders, 50, of Union was
charged with receiving stolen property,
shoplifting, possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (cocaine and
heroin). He was released on a summons.
Sumac Shabazz, 46, of Newark was
charged with receiving stolen property,
shoplifting, possession of drug para-
phernalia, failure to turn over a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS) to
law enforcement, and possession of CDS
(heroin, cocaine, crack cocaine). Shabazz
was released on a summons.

Sunday, August 16, a resident of the
200 block of Cacciola Place reported
being the victim of a burglary/armed
robbery. Unknown suspects gained ac-
cess to the residence brandishing hand-
guns and removed items from the resi-
dence. The suspects fled the scene and
were not apprehended.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of the
700 block of Clark Street reported that
their 2019 Audi was stolen from their
driveway during the overnight hours.
The victim reported the approximate
value of the vehicle to be $40,000 and
that they believe a key was left in the
vehicle at the time of the theft. There
were no signs of criminal mischief at the
scene, thus it appears that the vehicle
was unlocked at the time of the theft. The
victim did not report that anything of
value was left in the vehicle at the time of
the theft.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of the
1700 block of Boulevard reported being
the victim of fraud. The victim reported
that one or more unknown suspects ac-
cessed his computer in an attempt to
make him believe that they scanned his
computer and that he needed to purchase
antivirus software in order to fix issues
with his computer. At this time, there has
been no monetary loss due to the fact that
the credit card had been cancelled prior
to any purchase going through.

Saturday, September 5, an individual
on the 500 block of Springfield Avenue
reported being the victim of a motor
vehicle burglary and theft. An unknown
suspect entered the victim’s vehicle and
removed numerous items from the ve-
hicle without the victim’s authorization.
The victim reported that numerous credit
cards were removed from the vehicle

upon entry by the unknown suspect. The
stolen credit cards were later used to
make purchases at numerous stores. The
total amount of purchases made on the
stolen credit cards was approximately
$1,203.92.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, September 2, a local

woman sustained serious injuries as a
result of an alleged assault at her home
that morning, according to Captain Kevin
Grimmer, the officer-in-charge of the
Fanwood Police Department. Police
were called to a private residence on
McDermott Place shortly after 10 a.m.,
at which time officers encountered an
injured adult female and an adult male
suspect, according to the preliminary
investigation. The victim was transported
to a local hospital for emergency medi-
cal care, while the suspect was taken into
custody without incident. This investi-
gation remains ongoing, and criminal
charges are pending.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 1, a resident of

Swans Mill Lane reported the theft of
items from their home. The incident is
under investigation.

Wednesday, September 2, a resident
of Myrtle Avenue reported fraudulent
activity regarding an online purchase
which was made. The incident is under
investigation.

Thursday, September 3, Michael J.
Fernandez, 40, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on an active warrant out of
the Essex County Sheriff’s Department
and was additionally charged with ob-
struction of justice and resisting arrest.
This was the result of a suspicious-
person investigation. Fernandez was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Saturday, September 5, Daniel W.
Lageman, 40, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during the investigation of
a suspicious motor vehicle. Lageman
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Saturday, September 5, the manage-
ment at an East Second Street pizzeria
reported the theft of cash. The incident
is under investigation.

Saturday, September 5, Angelo
Trindade, 43, of Rahway was arrested on
active warrants out of Kenilworth, New-
ark and Lodi. Trindade was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, September 6, Travis K.
Sweatnam, 25, of Newark was arrested
on an active warrant out of Newark
during a motor vehicle stop. Sweatnam
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Terrill Road reported the theft of a
license plate. The incident is under
investigation.

Monday, September 7, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported damage to
their motor vehicle. The incident is
under investigation.
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Freeholders
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Bigotry

A message from Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Board of
Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado asks residents to visit their
online offices, or to call or email them
with any questions about vote-by-
mail ballots, ballot drop-off boxes,
polling places and any other matters
concerning the Tuesday, November 3
General Election. They ask that resi-
dents not “get information second-
hand from random websites or social
media, but rather go right to the
source.” Both offices have their
websites updated with the latest in-
formation.

the Covid-19 pandemic. It further
alleges that after his return to work,
Mr. Bohnyak was then assigned to
clean public restrooms, which he
claims he would do if provided with
proper Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) due to his medical condi-
tion. After being denied the N95 mask
and Tyvek suit he requested, Mr.
Bohnyak then contacted the business
agent for his union, Mike Broderick,
who allegedly said that Mr. Bohnyak
should be reassigned due to his health
condition and that the task should be
assigned to “someone with less se-
niority.” The lawsuit states that 10
individuals had lower seniority than
Mr. Bohnyak at the time. On June 1 he
was suspended without pay for one
day for “refusing to clean the munici-
pal lavatories.”

On August 26, the town sent Mr.
Bohnyak a letter stating that if he did
not return to work by September 4, he
would be terminated. That same let-
ter references a grievance meeting
and denial of the grievance by Town
Administrator Jim Gildea. Accord-
ing to the suit, Mr. Bohnyak did re-
turn to work on September 4 with a
doctor’s note explaining that he “must
be provided with adequate personal
protective equipment” if he is to clean
bathrooms; he was again suspended
and then terminated.

The Town of Westfield stated that
it does not comment on pending liti-
gation.
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Discrimination

None of us should be judged on our
worst moment, but who we became
after.”

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco said
in a letter to The Leader, “For those
who think this is just politics. I assure
you it is not. I will call out and stand
against racism, bigotry, homophobia,
anti-Semitism, and any other form of
hate if displayed in Garwood. Sadly,
we have seen other recent acts of hate
in other nearby towns and their local
leaders have spoken out. Garwood’s
leaders will, too.”

Democrat Candidates Russ Gra-
ham and Vincent Kearney, who are
running against Mr. Wilson and Mr.
Nicastro, said in a letter, “Mr. Wilson
has shown himself, through a litany
of now widely shared social media
posts, to be racist, misogynistic, ho-
mophobic and trans-phobic. This is
not the Garwood we know, nor will
we stand by and watch Garwood be-
come any of these things or be painted
with that brush by anyone, let alone a
Council candidate.”

The Jerome Biggums profile de-
picted by multiple news outlets has
been removed from Facebook as have
the comments made by that account
in the Cranford Uncensored group.
Despite questions from multiple group
users and now The Westfield Leader,
Mr. Wilson neither confirmed nor
denied that he was behind the “Jerome
Biggums” account. He did tell The
Leader that there are many Jerome
Biggums accounts and that “Appar-
ently my likeness has been used on
one or several as has the Mayor of
Garwood holding an assault rifle.”

When asked if any of this has
changed his mind about running for
council, Mr. Wilson told The Leader,
“It has made me stronger and more

census is 82 percent, down from 84
percent 10 years ago. Mayor Mahr
called the rate “disappointing,” given
that Fanwood’s population has in-
creased in the past decade. There were
reports that some non-participating
households may be wary of opening
their doors to census-takers due to fears
about the Covid-19 virus.

The council also introduced a
$150,000 bond ordinance that will fi-
nance improvements to Forest Road
Park. A public hearing will be held
Monday, September 21. Two new po-
lice officers were sworn in on Tuesday.
Ki’Mara Ransom and Robert
Jastrzebski joined the Fanwood Police
Department after stints with the
Plainfield Police Department.

While Tuesday’s council meeting was
underway, 15 miles to the west, the
Somerset County Freeholder Board for-
mally appointed Mayor Mahr as county
administrator starting on January 1. From
September 28 until the end of the year,
she will serve as deputy administrator
and assist the retiring administrator with
the transition. In a social media post late
Tuesday night, the mayor said she was
“beyond excited and humbled” by her
appointment.
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Chickens

MUMS THE WORD...Plant experts from the Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee visit the grower to hand-select mums to be sold at their Annual Fall Mum
& Plant sale held at Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on Thursday,
September 17 through Sunday, September 20 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

resilient. Now more than ever I be-
lieve it is important for a regular guy
like me to win and represent the people
of Garwood.”

Mr. Wilson also said, “Tom
Malinowski is a coward and liar. Tom
Kean is weak, caving to the mob
without notifying any of the Republi-
cans in Garwood of their emotional
and irrational response to the Leftist
mob lies. Apparently these two men
have too much to lose to openly speak
the truth. Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco was just a pawn in their game.
This is a very sad commentary on the
leadership in this town.”

Mr. Nicastro posted a video on
Facebook Thursday evening saying,
“I want to make it 100 percent clear
that I do not condone any type of
racism or bigotry, nor do I tolerate
dirty politics. ... My mission will re-
main clear, I am for Garwood, and I
am for the Garwood residents.”

New Construction Official
Joins Westfield Employees

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield recently hired a new con-
struction official, Frank Vuoso. Mr.
Vuoso started in the position February
24 after a 19-year post as the director of
community development in Somerville.
He said he has been in government
since 1994.

Mr. Vuoso said his new role as con-
struction official is basically acting as
the general manager of the Westfield
building department. Once a resident
seeks to complete a project and re-
ceives a rezoning review, he or she
applies to the building department for
approval for what he or she is building,
Mr. Vuoso said. The department also
issues permits for planning reviews and
does inspections. Mr. Vuoso said he

was drawn to the position because he
knew Westfield has proactive redevel-
opment plans and is active with resi-
dential construction.

“I knew they were a busy department
and I was looking for a little bit of a
change,” he said.

Mr. Vuoso said the building depart-
ment, like the zoning department, has
been kept busy with residents inter-
ested in renovating and incorporating
additions to their homes during the
Covid-19 pandemic. He said there has
not been one large project for the de-
partment to focus on, but rather many
smaller projects.

He said his department, which he
joined two weeks before Governor Phil
Murphy declared a state of emergency
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, never
technically closed during the shutdown,
as “everybody was considered essen-
tial.” Mr. Vuoso said that certain con-
struction work, like a single-family
home being remodeled, was necessary
to continue so people would have a
finished house to live in.

Mr. Vuoso said the department had
to pivot, though, to safely provide its
regular services. He said the depart-
ment members worked from home when
possible, administered inspections in
unoccupied homes and conducted vir-
tual inspections via photos and videos.
He did note that the department is a bit
behind on “numbers” (permit volume,
inspection volume and revenue) but
that it is quickly catching up.

“It’s just keeping up with the needs of
the community,” he said. “Westfield,
having a lot of residential construction
happening, didn’t really see too much
of a slowdown in terms of the executive
order...We had to keep things moving.”

From The Archives
A LOOK BACK...The first office of The Westfield Leader was located on Prospect Street at J.H. Cash Printer in 1890. The
Leader will be honored as Westfield’s oldest business as part of the Westfield 300 celebration on Thursday, September 17.

Support Local Journalism!
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Jamie Warner Is Among
County Teachers of the Year
TRENTON — The New Jersey

School Boards Association (NJSBA),
a long-time supporter of the state’s
Educator of the Year program, last
week congratulated the 21 outstand-
ing educators who have been selected
as the County Teachers of the Year for
2020-2021.

In Union County, the honoree is
Jamie Warner, an eighth-grade So-
cial Studies teacher at Orange Av-
enue School in Cranford.

“You represent the very best in edu-
cation. Your dedication, talent and cre-
ativity are at the very heart of New
Jersey’s public schools and the suc-
cess of our students,” said Dr. Lawrence
S. Feinsod, NJSBA executive direc-
tor, during a virtual ceremony honor-
ing the recipients on August 26.

“New Jersey’s County Teachers of
the Year — and the teachers of the
year in every school and every dis-
trict — exemplify the hard work and
dedication of their colleagues
throughout the state,” he added.

Dr. Feinsod noted that NJSBA’s
mission is to advance student achieve-
ment through effective school district
governance. “An essential part of that
mission is to encourage excellence in
the classroom,” he said.

Selection of the County Teachers
of the Year is part of the Governor’s
Educator of the Year Program. It pro-
motes a positive school culture by
acknowledging the hard work and
dedication of outstanding teachers.

“Our County Teachers of the Year
exemplify the dedication and commit-
ment we see in educators throughout
the state,” said Governor Phil Murphy.
“Now, more than ever, it’s important
to celebrate and support our teachers
in their efforts to ensure all students
have opportunities to succeed.”

Individual schools are encouraged
to nominate exceptional educators
with diverse backgrounds to ensure
that the honorees represent the eth-
nic/racial diversity of New Jersey.

Through the work of the NJSBA,
the 2,400 educators named as their
school’s educator of the year can re-
ceive free virtual education resources
that will benefit their students.

“Teachers and schools have the
power to change lives,” said Interim
Education Commissioner Kevin
Dehmer in an August 26 release. “The
County Teachers of the Year who
were announced today are being hon-
ored not only for their outstanding
performance, but also for their high
expectations for all students.”

The County Teachers of the Year
will network with educators through-
out the state and serve as ambassa-
dors for New Jersey’s public schools.
A panel of educators then will select
the New Jersey State Teacher of the
Year based on written applications,
video submissions and interviews with
the top finalists.

The New Jersey State Teacher of
the Year is typically announced at the
State Board of Education’s October
meeting and will go on to represent
New Jersey in competing for the title
of National Teacher of the Year.

Additional information can be found
on the Governor’s Educator of the
Year webpage, nj.gov/education/rec-
ognition/educators/geoy/index.shtml.

Two Cranford Students
Graduate Cum Laude
From Roger Williams
BRISTOL, R.I. — The following

local residents were among the stu-
dents at Roger Williams University
who received their degrees in May as
part of the Class of 2020:

Maia Didomenico of Cranford, who
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology.

Candice Durant of Cranford, who
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor
of Science in Marketing.

With campuses on the coast of
Bristol and in the heart of Provi-
dence, R.I., Roger Williams Univer-
sity is a private university committed
to strengthening society through en-
gaged teaching and learning. It en-
rolls nearly 4,000 undergraduates,
along with hundreds of law students,
graduate students and adult learners.

Patricia Dulinski, Esq. is a family law attorney who has been proudly serving
families in the Westfield community for over 20 years. Our firm can help you
with the following family matters:

Divorce

Domestic Violence

Mediation

Custody, Parenting Time, and Child Support

Free consultation (908) 588-2299

Online “Intro to Divorce” Course

Offered By Dulinski Law, LLC

As predicted, it appears that divorce filings are up following the
recent quarantine. The overwhelming emotions that can go hand-in-hand
with divorce can bring many people to an emotional standstill, but it's crucial
to get the process underway to promote healing for everyone in the family.

The first thing a spouse should do once making the decision to move forward
is to get educated on the basics of the divorce process.  Our firm is offering a
free online “Intro to Divorce” class via Zoom that gives a general overview of
the divorce process, discusses the main issues common in most divorce cases
and explains mediation and arbitration as alternative ways to resolve matters.

Getting educated as to each person’s rights and responsibilities early in the
process can lead to faster divorce proceedings, fewer emotional surprises,
more peaceful negotiations between spouses, lower attorney fees and less

stress for children.

Online classes are scheduled for Monday, September 14th and Monday,
September 28th at 6:00 p.m.  To reserve your space, please call Taylor at

(908) 588-2299.

Post-Judgment Modifications

Adoption

DCP&P Litigation

16% Auto Rate Decrease
Celebrating Our 30th Year!

goleader.com/subscriber

Get Expert Reporting
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Westfield Library to Offer
Three Virtual Programs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that three programs will take place
online mid-September. All Zoom in-
formation for these programs can be
found on the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, under the Events tab, or
on the library’s Facebook page,
facebook.com/wmlnj.

On Tuesday, September 15, from
noon to 1 p.m., Tweed Roosevelt,
great-grandson of President
Theodore Roosevelt, will present
“Theodore Roosevelt and the River
of Doubt.” It recounts Theodore
Roosevelt’s Brazilian adventure, un-
doubtedly his most dangerous, jux-
taposed with the journey Tweed
Roosevelt made retracing the
President’s steps through country as
wild today as it was in 1914.

Tweed Roosevelt is a graduate of
Harvard College and Columbia Uni-
versity Business School and holds a
Doctorate in Humane Letters from
Misericordia University. He has
taught at many universities, includ-
ing Marshall, Harvard, Columbia and
Santa Clara.

Mr. Roosevelt has lectured all
around the world on many topics,
including conservation and the envi-
ronment, Japanese-American rela-

tions, the American West, Alexis de
Tocqueville, and Theodore
Roosevelt’s life. He frequently ap-
pears on television and in documen-
taries, and was awarded the presti-
gious Telly Award. He also has had a
long business career both in the
United States and overseas.

“Tales of Theodore Roosevelt” is
a virtual lecture series offered by the
Theodore Roosevelt Institute at Long
Island University.

Additionally on September 15, at
7 p.m., Trivial Pursuit for Adults and
Teens will be presented. Participants
can bring teammates, team up with
others, or be a one-person outfit.
Everyone age 16 and over is wel-
come to play. The questions are de-
signed to be accessible to a large
range of ages and interests.

On Wednesday, September 16, at
7 p.m., electronic violinist Deni Boni
will entertain virtual audiences with
her music. She recently was de-
scribed in Forbes as “engaging,
multi-talented.” Her music ranges
from ballads to rock.

All who are interested in joining in
these virtual presentations are en-
couraged to sign up on the library’s
website or Facebook page as soon as
possible.

Westfield Library Now Has
Limited Computer Usage

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
it is now open at 9:30 a.m. and has
begun offering limited usage of the
computers as well.

The rules for computer usage are as
follows: Westfield residents will have
access to one 30-minute session per
day. Westfield residents without a li-
brary card will be able to get a guest
pass at the Circulation Desk with proof
of residency. Non-residents will not
have access to computers.

Those who would like to print will
need to have coins or one-dollar bills
as the library currently does not have
change. Due to limited staffing, com-

puter assistance will not always be
available. The computers will be shut
down 30 minutes before closing.

Since occupancy in the library re-
mains limited, the library requests that
patrons wait outside or in their cars
should all computers be in use when
they arrive. Restrooms remain closed,
so patrons must plan accordingly.

Current library hours are 9:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Friday
and Saturday. More information about
library online programs and services
can be found on the library website,
wmlnj.org, or the facebook page,
facebook.com/wmlnj.

SOLID RESEARCH...Scotch Plains resident Francesca Jones, a member of the
Class of 2021 at Muhlenberg College, has been conducting research this summer
into Americans’ lack of urgency and perceived risk regarding climate change.

Francesca Jones Investigates
Views on Climate Change

Library Events to Feature
Bagels, Recipes, Novel

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has revealed the
dates and details for multiple Zoom
events happening during September.

On Monday, September 14, at 10
a.m., the library will host a virtual Bagels
& Books program, where book-lovers
share their recent reading experiences
with other bibliophiles and pick up sug-
gestions for future reading. Because of
the online format, this is still a BYOB
(Bring Your Own Bagel) event. Regis-
tration is required. Registered partici-
pants will receive a Zoom link via email
a day or two in advance of the meeting.
The registration form can be found on
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

The library has moved its Cookbook
Club online so that members can all
stay connected. On Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, at 7 p.m., the club invites partici-
pants to select a bread or other yeast-
based dough recipe from the library’s
cookbook collection or an online re-
source. They are asked to prepare the
dish and then join the club via Zoom to
discuss the recipe results.

Registration is required. Individuals
are asked to register no later than two
hours before the program in order to
guarantee a spot. Registered partici-
pants will receive a Zoom link via email
in advance of the meeting. Further in-

formation is available on the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Cookbook Club
page. Interested persons also may visit
scotlib.org, email library@scotlib.org
or call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, for more information.

The library will hold a virtual discus-
sion of “Book of the Little Axe” by
Lauren Francis-Sharma on Tuesday,
September 29, at 7 p.m. Participants
will be able to access this title as an e-
book for a two-week period using the
Libby app without waitlists or holds
September 14 to 28 as a nationwide
“Libraries Transform” Book Pick. Ad-
vance registration is required to join the
discussion via Zoom.

Spanning decades, “Book of the Little
Axe” is about Rosa, an 18th-century
teenager in Trinidad who finds new life,
freedom and family in the American
West. But when her son comes of age,
his way forward is blocked by Rosa’s
secret. She takes him on a journey to
retrace her own roots and rediscover
who she was and who she became.

Registration is required. Registered
participants will receive a Zoom link
via email a day or two in advance of the
meeting. The registration form is avail-
able at scotlib.org, along with informa-
tion about the library’s entire month of
programming.

VINTAGE PIECE...The Mountainside Restoration Committee’s MRC Estate
Sales division will present an Estate Sale in the Elmora section of Elizabeth on
Friday and Saturday, September 11 and 12, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., with
numbers given out at 9 a.m. Proceeds from this cash-only sale will support
maintenance and restoration of the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and
Levi Cory House. Appropriate social-distancing measures will be implemented.
The address will be announced today, Thursday, September 10. For information,
check the website at mountainsidehistory.org/mrc-estate-sales. Among the fea-
tured items will be the Hepplewhite sideboard pictured.

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Francesca
Jones of Scotch Plains, a sustainability
studies and psychology double major
at Muhlenberg College, has been con-
ducting research this summer to as-
certain Americans’ sense of urgency
surrounding climate-change issues.

Ms. Jones first conducted research
last fall, while studying abroad in
Australia. She worked with a local
environmental nonprofit to assess the
community’s attitudes toward the
nonprofit’s goals. In the spring, she
took the psychology course Research
Methods and learned of the opportu-
nity to receive a grant for summer
research via the new David C. Rabold
Fund for Interdisciplinary Research
in Sustainability.

This summer, Ms. Jones has been
studying “how perceived risk of cli-
mate change predicts climate-change
engagement and, more specifically,
support of climate-change mitigation
and adaptation policies,” including
how that varies across socioeconomic
groups in the United States.

“When I was first deciding on a
topic, what stuck out to me as some-
thing that could be investigated more
was specifically Americans and a
lack of urgency and perceived risk
when it comes to climate change,”
Ms. Jones said. “While many Ameri-
cans acknowledge it’s an issue and
are familiar with what it is, there’s a
great lapse in urgency when com-
pared to other countries.”

With help from Professor of Biol-
ogy and Director of Sustainability
Studies Rich Niesenbaum, her re-
search advisor, and Associate Profes-
sor of Psychology Connie Wolfe, Ms.

Jones designed a survey to try to
determine what is behind Americans’
lack of urgency. She administered it
to 253 respondents across the coun-
try using Amazon Mechanical Turk, a
platform that allows users to hire other
users to do simple tasks. She cur-
rently is analyzing the data.

The goal is to produce a poster by
summer’s end that she hopes to present
in some capacity during her senior
year. Once this project is wrapped,
Ms. Jones will set her sights on pro-
ducing a senior thesis in psychology
related to individuals’ consumption.

“Conducting research this sum-
mer has been an awesome experi-
ence, but most of it is online and
there’s not as much observation and
interaction happening as I would
like,” she said. “That’s something I
would like to incorporate into my
thesis.”

More than 60 students are collabo-
rating with faculty on a variety of
research projects this summer as part
of Muhlenberg’s research commu-
nity. Topics can be student- or fac-
ulty-driven, and span the natural and
social sciences, humanities and arts.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic,
all student research is being done
remotely this summer and students
receive a stipend and college credit
for their work. However, students
are typically on campus for eight to
10 weeks of full-time research and
receive a stipend, housing and col-
lege credit.

To learn more about research and
scholarship opportunities at
Muhlenberg College, visit
muhlenberg.edu/academics/research/
.

Six Local Residents Are
Beginning Studies at JMU

HARRISONBURG, Va. — James
Madison University is welcoming the
Class of 2024 to campus this month.
The incoming freshman class repre-
sents an accomplished, diverse group
of individuals who hail from 36 states,
the District of Columbia and 10 coun-
tries around the world.

Six area students are part of the
class and include the following:

Amira Aliane of Scotch Plains, who
will major in secondary education.

Aliyah Feinberg of Westfield, who
will major in justice studies.

Jordan Kleinbaum of Scotch Plains,
who will major in computer informa-
tion systems.

Kelly Nitti of Fanwood, who will
major in marketing.

Carter Slifer of Scotch Plains, who
will major in marketing.

Brianna Worms of Westfield, who
will major in engineering.

Established in 1908, James Madi-
son University is a community of
22,000 students and 4,000 faculty
and staff, nestled in the Shenandoah
Valley. The university offers 124 de-
gree programs at the bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral levels.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains to
transfer to Grano Pizza, L.L.C. for pre-
mises located at 435 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, the Plenary
Retail Consumption License No. 2016-33-
003-006 heretofore issued to Zanfa, Inc.
for premises located at 435 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

The individuals who will hold an interest
in this license are:

Francis Peterpaul
14 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Anthony A. Peterpaul
12 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Francis M. Peterpaul
3 Chamberlain Road
Flemington, New Jersey 08822

Lisa M. LoSapio
61 Central Avenue
Stirling, New Jersey 07980

Michelle A. Peterpaul
14 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Anthony J. Peterpaul
286 Northfield Road
Millington, New Jersey 07946

Anthony M. Peterpaul
12 Isabella Way
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Bozena Lacina,
RMC, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Grano Pizza, L.L.C.
c/o Skene Law Firm, P.C.

2614 Route 516
Old Bridge, New Jersey 08857

2 T - 09/10/20
& 09/17/20, The Times Fee: $81.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: All City Management
Services, 10440 Pioneer Boulevard,
Suite 5, Santa Fe Springs, California
90670

NATURE OF SERVICES: Crossing
Guard Services

DURATION: July 1, 2020 to June 30,
2021

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $530,000,
of which $215,000 will be charged to Ac-
count 0-01-132-111, with the balance
charged to the account in the 2021 operat-
ing budget. Said certification has been
prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30
1.10, under Purchase Order 20-02959.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FAN WOOD, after public hearing on Au-
gust 5, 2020 granted approval of vari-
ances to Michael and Sandra Cepparulo
for setback, driveway width and continuing
an 8 foot side yard setback, for property at
8 Glenwood Terrace Avenue, Fanwood,
being Block 38 and Lot 14.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Michael & Sandra Cepparulo
8 Glenwood Terrace

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 09/10/20, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF FORMAT
2020  RECREATION
MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the format of their Meetings scheduled for
the remainder of the calendar year 2020.

PLEASE NOTE  that due to the public
health emergency caused by Coronavirus,
and the Governor’s Executive Order 107,
the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission
will conduct the remainder of the 2020
Business Meeting listed below

September 14th 
September 28th 

October 5th 
October 19th 
November 9th 

November 23rd 
December 7th 

at Shady Rest Golf and Country Club,
820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 – meeting start time 7:30
p.m.  If attending in-person, please ensure
that you bring a mask and ensure proper
social distancing.  It is intended the meet-
ings will be held outdoors and participants
should plan accordingly.

PLEASE NOTE in case of an expansion
of the public health emergency caused by
Coronavirus OR in the case of inclement
weather, the Recreation Commission may
conduct any of the listed Business Meet-
ings remotely and by electronic means for
the public. In accordance with N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 (the “Open Public Meetings Act”)
Business Meeting will be open to the pub-
lic by electronic means, and as such, mem-
bers of the public may view the meeting by
will be conducted through Zoom.  The
Zoom meeting ID and password will be
posted the day of the meeting on the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Website to allow for
public participation. Members of the public
who wish to monitor and/or participate in
the public meeting may join from a com-
puter or capable device.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Times Fee: $50.49
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– Obituaries –
Robert (Bob) Seery, 82, of Scotch Plains;
Beloved Husband, Father, Grandfather

Robert Seery

Robert (Bob) Seery, 82, of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, died on Tuesday,
September 1, 2020, af-
ter a long illness.

The devoted and be-
loved husband of Betty
Jane Seery (née Castle)
for fifty-six years, he
was the adored father
of son Robert; Robert’s
loving wife, Kathleen,
and son John, all of
New York City. Bob
also was the loving
grandfather (Baka) to
Theodore and William.

Bob was born in
Brooklyn, New York.
After entering and serv-
ing in the Navy at seventeen, he gradu-
ated from New York University.

Bob was the son of the late Rich-
ard and Emma Seery and is survived
by his brother, Richard Jr. He was
predeceased by his brother Thomas.

Bob also is survived by members of
the Seery, Castle, Donelon, McVay

and Hurley families.
Bob spent the major-

ity of his career at UMC
Imaging Inc. He was a
partner in the firm, which
was founded by his
brother Richard. Bob
was an active communi-
cant at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church in
Scotch Plains.

All funeral arrange-
ments are being
handled by Memorial
Funeral  Home of
Fanwood, New Jersey.
For complete service

information,  please visi t
www.fanwoodmemorial.com. In
lieu of flowers, donations to the
charity of your choice would be
greatly appreciated.

September 10, 2020

Imagine Launches Program
Of Peer Support for Nurses
MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine, A

Center for Coping with Loss has
announced the expansion of its vir-
tual group support programs with
one designed to help nurses dealing
with the stressors of healthcare work
during Covid-19. Imagine, which
serves more than 2,000 individuals
annually and is nationally-recog-
nized for its work helping bereaved
children and their families, offers its
Peer Support Group for Nurses at no
cost. Interested nurses can join the
weekly support group at 7:30 p.m.
Eastern Time on Wednesdays begin-
ning September 30.

“Through the pandemic, we rec-
ognized a gap in support for some of
the people we rely on most: our
nurses,” said Imagine’s founder and
Executive Director Mary Robinson.
“Supporting nurses who are them-
selves supporting grieving families
felt like a perfect fit for our mission.

“Nurses continue to selflessly care
for others despite their own fears
about their potential exposure to
Covid-19,” added Ms. Robinson,
who was named a 2019 CNN Hero.
“We need to ensure they have a place
to turn to for support.”

Talia Sion, a newly-minted nurse,
had attended Imagine’s Young Adult
Group for support following the
death of her mother in January, and

then joined the organization’s pilot
support program for first responders
when the pandemic hit.

Of her experience, Ms. Sion said,
“I was quickly overwhelmed with
the weight of so many sick and un-
stable patients, not knowing if and
when things would ever get back to
‘normal.’ Once again, Imagine cre-
ated a program for me to turn to with
people who understood how I feel;
people who understood what I was
facing on a daily basis at work.”

The nature of the program’s vir-
tual environment breaks down geo-
graphic boundaries for those seek-
ing support. Nurses from New Jer-
sey and throughout the country are
welcome to attend.

“New Jersey is no longer a hotspot
for Covid-19, but many of the nurses
here are processing what they went
through and bracing for a possible
resurgence,” Ms. Robinson said.

“Meanwhile, there are nurses in
other states in similar positions to
where we were a few months ago.
Sharing these stories, fears, and chal-
lenges at all different stages in a
peer-support model is proven to be
an effective way to learn coping strat-
egies,” she added.

As with all of Imagine’s offerings,
this free Peer Support Group for
Nurses program will be available
year-round for as long as is needed.
Those who are interested can regis-
ter at imaginenj.org/nurses.

Summit Foundation Awards
Grant to SAGE Eldercare

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare
recently received a generous grant
from The Summit Foundation that
will benefit SAGE’s Meals on
Wheels program.

“We are so appreciative of the sup-
port we have received from The Sum-
mit Foundation during this very diffi-
cult time. The foundation’s generosity
is helping the most vulnerable older
adults in this community who depend
on our services,” said SAGE Meals on
Wheels Director Marianne Kranz.
Since the start of Covid-19, the non-
profit has had a substantial influx in
meal-delivery requests from those in
Summit and the surrounding area.

“Hundreds of older adults in our
community rely on the daily meals
and friendly visits from Meals on
Wheels volunteers. And in the midst
of the pandemic, SAGE has responded
by expanding Meals on Wheels’ ser-
vice to those newly in need. The Sum-
mit Foundation is proud to support
SAGE programming that enables area
seniors to continue living indepen-
dently,” said Julie Keenan, president
of The Summit Foundation.

The Summit Foundation fosters
philanthropy by identifying local
needs and offering donors flexible
ways to make a difference in the
lives of their neighbors. For almost
50 years, The Summit Foundation,
formerly Summit Area Public Foun-
dation, has connected donors to non-
profit organizations that form the
backbone of the community. The
Summit Foundation facilitates col-
laboration, awareness and solutions
to positively impact people’s lives.
In the past 10 years, it has awarded
nearly $5.7 million through more
than 400 competitive grants to non-
profit organizations in New Jersey.
To learn more about The Summit
Foundation, visit summitforever.org.

Since 1954, SAGE Eldercare has
been addressing the needs of older
adults, their families and caregivers.
The non-profit organization provides
a wide array of information, support
and services designed to help indi-
viduals lead the most independent
and active lives possible. For more
information, call (908) 273-5550 or
visit sageeldercare.org.

Emergency Food Distribution
On Tap This Saturday

COUNTY – Union County will
hold an emergency drive-up food dis-
tribution this Saturday, September 12,
beginning at 9 a.m., for Union County
residents to aid those affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic. It will take place
at Kean University, located at 1000
Morris Avenue, Union. The distribu-
tion will occur in the parking lot lo-
cated at the intersection of North
Avenue and Morris Avenue. The food
distribution will be conducted on a
first-come, first-served basis, and no
registration is required.

The food distribution is being spon-
sored and coordinated by the County
of Union and the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey (CFBNJ).

Feeding America, of which CFBNJ
is a member, projects a 56-percent
increase in food insecurity throughout
New Jersey as a result of Covid-19 –
an additional 432,000 residents. This
rate is higher than the national average
of 46 percent and greater than any of
New Jersey’s neighboring states.

In Union County specifically, the
projected food-insecurity rate has risen
from 8.2 percent to 12.9 percent.

“We are all working together to
ensure that our residents receive the
necessary resources to support them
during this time as they face unprec-
edented levels of unemployment,
housing issues and food insecurity,”
said Freeholder Sergio Granados, who
also serves as liaison to the Human
Services Advisory Board.

Residents who wish to pick up food
must arrive in a car; walk-ups will not

be accommodated.
Upon arrival, each driver must

present identification with his or her
name and address and indicate how
many people reside in their house-
hold. Recipients will receive an emer-
gency box of non-perishable items
and fresh produce, with enough to
sustain a family for several days. Par-
ticipants are advised that only one box
of food will be provided per vehicle.
This event will take place rain or shine.

“The increase in need for food as-
sistance among our New Jersey neigh-
bors during this crisis has been stag-
gering, presenting a greater challenge
than anything that the FoodBank has
faced throughout its 45-year history,”
said Carlos Rodriguez, president and
CEO of the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey. “Partnerships like the
one that we have with Union County
are what allow the FoodBank to con-
tinue its unprecedented response,
reaching more individuals and fami-
lies in need than ever before.”

This event will run in compliance
with state Covid-19 orders regarding
social distancing and other protocols.
All recipients must remain in their
cars with windows rolled up at all
times; otherwise masks are required.
Food boxes will be placed in the
trunk or truck bed of the vehicle by
volunteers.

For questions and more informa-
tion, residents may call the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices Director’s Action Line at (888)
845-3434 or (908) 558-2288.

Virtual BridgeFIT To
Combat Homelessness
SUMMIT AREA — Bridges Out-

reach, headquartered in Summit, will
present BridgeFIT as its fund-raising
event instead of the annual Bridges
5K. Participants may choose their
own virtual fitness activity to raise
awareness and funds to fight
homelessness. They can take part in
their fitness event anytime between
Monday, September 21, and Satur-
day, September 26, either individu-
ally or as part of a team.

Registration fees are $30 for adults,
$20 for students ages 13 to 20, and
free for those age 12 and under. To
register and for full information about
BridgeFIT, visit bridgesoutreach.org/
event/bridgefit-2020/e286405.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Historical Society
WESTFIELD YESTERYEAR...This painting portrays artist Julian Rockmore’s
impression of what Westfield may have looked like in 1872. While not particularly
to scale, it provides a whimsical look at late-19th-century Westfield. A painter of
Americana, Rockmore resided in Mountainside. This rendition was painted in
1987 and hung in the Westfield branch of the Bank of America for years before it
was gifted to the Westfield Historical Society. Prints were once made of the
painting and sold by the Westfield Historical Society (now out of print).

Pen Company Awards 15K
To UCC Foundation

CRANFORD – The Union
County College Foundation has re-
ceived a $15,000 donation from the
Pen Company of America, based in
Garwood. With the onset of the
Covid-19 pandemic, and a Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) short-
age, the Pen Company of America
pivoted from making pens and
started producing PPE to help meet
the needs of the community. The
funds donated to the foundation
came from a portion of PPE sales.

Colleen Shea, vice-president of
sales for the Pen Company of
America, noted that business slowed
down initially during the pandemic
until the company made the transi-
tion to production of PPE. Not only
did this help their business stay busy,
but it was a way to supply hospitals
in the community with desperately-
needed PPE and keep their staff
employed.

With a donation to Union County
College, the Pen Company of America
is providing direct support to stu-
dents in the community. Ms. Shea
also has a personal connection to
Union County College — her daugh-
ter graduated from the college this
spring with a degree in sport manage-

ment.
The $15,000 donation was divided

between two separate funds: $5,000
is allocated to the Covid-19 Student
Emergency Relief Fund, which sup-
ports student financial needs brought
on by the Covid-19 crisis. To date,
this fund has raised almost $1 mil-
lion thanks to the generosity of cor-
porate and individual donors. The
other $10,000 is going toward two
scholarships established for nursing
students.

“We are so appreciative of the Pen
Company of America, a local busi-
ness within Union County, who is
supporting our students. Now more
than ever, it is critical that we unite to
tackle the unprecedented challenges
posed by Covid-19. Our hope is that
with the help and support of our
community and local businesses, like
the Pen Company of America, we
can ensure that our students are able
to focus on their studies by assisting
with basic needs and tuition,” said
Doug Rouse, Union County College
Foundation executive director.

Anyone with questions about the
Union County College Foundation’s
mission in the community is invited to
call the foundation at (908) 709-7505.

Phil Baird

JFSCNJ Program to Guide
Parents of Special-Needs Kids

AREA — Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ) will
present a program entitled “Navigat-
ing the Educational System for Your
Special Needs Child.” It will take place
on Monday, September 14, at 7 p.m.,
via Zoom. Phil Baird, a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker and JFSCNJ thera-
pist, will lead the program.

Mr. Baird will guide participants
through the process of evaluating their
child for special-education services.
They will learn about the process of
classifying their child and their par-
ticipation as part of the IEP team if
their child is classified. The event is
free and open to the entire community.

This program is funded by grants
from the Elizabethtown Healthcare
Foundation, The Healthcare Founda-
tion of NJ, JFNA Center for Advanced
Holocaust Care, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater MetroWest NJ and
Northfield Bank. To receive a Zoom

invitation, email Mr. Baird at
pbaird@jfscentralnj.org or call (908)
352-8375.

Freeholders Invite Public To
Hispanic Heritage Celebration

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to participate in the county’s
third annual Hispanic Heritage Cel-
ebration. It will take place on Satur-
day, September 19, from 6 to 9:30
p.m., at Warinanco Park in Roselle.
Masks are required for all those in
attendance and social distancing will
be enforced.

The event will feature a perfor-
mance by the Alborada Spanish Dance
Theatre and a showing of the Disney
Pixar movie Coco, which will begin
at dusk. The first 250 people will
receive a Union County Hispanic
Heritage logo mask or fan and will be
eligible for free tapas provided by
“The Garden” food truck.

Participants are advised to bring
blankets and lawn chairs.

“Now more than ever, it is impor-
tant to celebrate the diversity and
cultural ties that build a strong, inclu-
sive community,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella. “The
freeholder board is proud to celebrate
the undeniable impact that people of
Hispanic origin have had and con-
tinue to have within this country while
keeping safe and social distancing.”

This year’s Hispanic Heritage Cel-
ebration honorees include Make the
Road NJ; Carlos Rodriguez, CEO of
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey, and Annarelly “Annie” McNair,
Union County public health officer.

“I am honored to be able to repre-
sent the Hispanic community on our
Freeholder Board and humbled to

celebrate each year our communities’
rich traditions, wisdom and strength.
When we come together with our
diverse cultures to support one an-
other is when our families and com-
munity members thrive,” said Free-
holder Sergio Granados.

This year’s Hispanic Heritage
Month event is coordinated through
the Union County Office of Commu-
nity Engagement and Diversity in
partnership with the Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

The Office of Community Engage-
ment and Diversity and the countywide
Hispanic Heritage Celebration event
is part of Freeholder Granados’ 2018
“Moving Union County Forward” ini-
tiatives, launched during his tenure as
chairman of the freeholder board that
year, for supporting inclusion, indi-
vidual empowerment and community
engagement in Union County. For more
information, contact the office coordi-
nator, Nathalie Hernandez, at
nahernandez@ucnj.org or (908) 527-
4880.

Kenilworth Historical Soc.
Slates Mohegan Sun Trip

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a bus trip
to Mohegan Sun Casino in Uncasville,
Conn., on Saturday, October 24.

The bus will depart Kenilworth at 8
a.m. from St. Theresa’s School park-
ing lot, located at 540 Washington
Avenue, and return to Kenilworth at
approximately 9 p.m. The cost of $65
includes motor coach transportation
and an approximate six-hour visit to
the casino, which additionally houses
a wide range of distinctive shops and
popular restaurants.

There will be complimentary door
prizes on the bus. For further infor-
mation and reservations, call (908)
709-0434. As space is limited on this
popular outing, especially to allow
for safe social distancing, reserva-
tions and payments should be made
by Saturday, October 10, to ensure
availability. Gift certificates for the
trip are available for purchase.

Proceeds will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s his-
toric Oswald J. Nitschke House by
helping to defray operating expenses,
including the cost of an elevator that

makes the restored “living history”
museum and cultural arts center fully
accessible to everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) or-
ganization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of the
circa 1880 Oswald J. Nitschke House,
local history and culture. For more
information, visit
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS (IN

COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. for Executive
Session and 8 p.m. for Public Session.
Action will be taken. This meeting will take
place virtually. Instructions will be posted
on spfk12.org.

Deborah S. Saridaki
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 09/10/20, The Times Fee: $16.83
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ADDRESS

507  ELM ST

201  DIETZ ST

409  WALNUT AVE

5  CLARK ST

595  BROOKSIDE PL

506  LEXINGTON AVE

472  LA GRANDE AVE

73  LOCUST AVE

6  HENDRICKS ST

36  LAUREL PL

7  TILLOTSON RD

2  GERE PL

555  WOODLAND AVE

1548  DEER PATH

35  TISBURY VLG

42  MADDAKET

541  FOREST RD

2401  SENECA RD

1991  PORTLAND AVE

1985  WESTFIELD AVE

2133  ALDENE AVE

1215  MAPLE HILL RD

2523  MOUNTAIN AVE

1083  LENAPE WAY

1024  NORTH AVE W

1104  RAHWAY AVE

517  HORT ST

207  PALSTED AVE

621  SHORT HILLS CT

378  ORENDA CIR

58  MICHAEL DR

631  DORIAN RD

322  CANTERBURY RD

518  BIRCH AVE

90  BARCHESTER WAY

1916  BOYNTON AVE

108  SEDGEWICK CT

220  BAKER AVE

209  EDGEWOOD AVE

537  ELM ST

SALE PRICE

$418,000

$382,200

$575,000

$618,000

$650,000

$795,000

$405,000

$405,500

$440,000

$500,000

$517,500

$550,000

$700,000

$745,000

$360,000

$416,000

$505,000

$575,000

$529,000

$540,000

$625,000

$455,000

$624,000

$790,000

$460,000

$555,000

$555,000

$615,000

$720,000

$750,000

$774,000

$769,000

$835,000

$863,000

$860,000

$899,000

$925,725

$1,085,000

$1,150,000

$1,590,000

*Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 8/30/20 thru 9/06/20 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/

agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact Susan

Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE. Home is one of the most important and significant

purchases and sales you will make in your lifetime. It’s important to stay informed. If you are thinking

about a MOVE now is the time to prepare. CALL me, the time is now susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com      www.NJHomeShowcase.com     www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

40 Homes Sold Aug 30 thru Sept 6, 2020 In Mountainside,

Westfield, Garwood, Cranford, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
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Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Racial Gerrymandering
In Westfield Must End

The Westfield Ward Commission
consists of the four members of the
Union County Board of Elections plus
the Municipal Clerk of Westfield. The
Commission meets every 10 years,
following the decennial census, to
adjust the ward boundaries of
Westfield. The statutory population
deviation standard in N.J.S.A. 40:44-
14 is, “The most populous ward so
created shall not differ from the least
populous ward so created by more
than 10 percent of the mean popula-
tion of the wards…”

Until 1983, the boundary between
the Second and Third Wards was the
Raritan Valley railroad tracks. In 1983,
due to population disparities between
the Second and Third Wards, it be-
came necessary for the Third Ward to
lose population to the Second Ward.
The Ward Commission could have
moved the ward boundary at any point
between the South Avenue traffic
circle and the Garwood boundary.
The Ward Commission decided to
draw the ward boundary so as to split
the Cacciola Place minority group
neighborhood between the Second
and Third Wards. This was a form of
racial gerrymandering known as “frac-
turing,” in which a minority group
neighborhood is divided between two
districts. The Ward Commission kept
these arrangements unchanged in
1991.

In 2001, the Westfield Ward Com-
mission made the absurd decision to
move the entire Cacciola Place neigh-
borhood into the Second Ward. This
resulted in litigation in New Jersey
Superior Court. The litigation was
based on the Municipal Ward Law
and the Open Public Meetings Act.
The parties settled the matter in 2002
by maintaining the existing ward
boundary, splitting the Cacciola Place
neighborhood between the Second
and Third Wards.

Prior to the 2011 meeting of the
Westfield Ward Commission, I rec-
ommended moving the ward bound-
ary northward to Sussex Street, which
would return the entire Cacciola Place
neighborhood to the Third Ward and
would comport with the statutory 10
percent population deviation standard.
However, the Ward Commission again
voted to maintain the existing ward
boundary, splitting the Cacciola Place
neighborhood. The Ward Commis-
sion chose not to use the statutory 10
percent population deviation standard,
but instead used another deviation
standard, commonly known as the 5
percent up and down method, which
is not authorized in the statutes or
anywhere else. Rutgers Professor
Ernest C. Reock Jr., for decades a
prominent authority on New Jersey
election law, advised me in writing
that “the so-called 5 percent up and
down method is not correct.”

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:44-
15, the Ward Commission must file
its report with the County Clerk, with
copies to the Secretary of State and
the Municipal Clerk, within 30 days
of the initial meeting of the Ward
Commission. Following the 2011
meeting of the Westfield Ward Com-
mission, no such report was filed.

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:44-
16, the legal notice of the Ward Com-
mission report must be published in
one local newspaper. Following the
2011 meeting of the Westfield Ward
Commission, no such legal notice was
published.

Approximately one year from now,
in September 2021, the Westfield

Ward Commission will again meet. I
recommend that the Westfield Ward
Commission should base its decision
on the statutory 10 percent popula-
tion deviation standard and not on the
incorrect 5 percent up and down
method or any other incorrect method.
Furthermore, I recommend that the
report of the Ward Commission be
filed according to law and that the
legal notice of the Ward Commission
report be published according to law.
Most importantly, I recommend that
the Westfield Ward Commission
should return the entire Cacciola Place
neighborhood to the Third Ward.

Racial gerrymandering is as back-
ward as segregated lunch counters or
sending people to the back of the bus.
Lincoln spoke of being motivated by
“the better angels of our nature.” I
hope that the Westfield Ward Com-
mission will be motivated accord-
ingly and will end the racial gerry-
mandering of the ward boundaries of
Westfield.

Kenneth L. MacRitchie
Rockville, MD

Former Westfield Councilman

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Greffier – A recorder or registrar
2. Ungulate – Having hoofs
3. Venatic – Fond of or living by

hunting
4. Depascent – Feeding

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

GRELOT
1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A lap cloth worn by a bishop when

he sits during the celebration of Mass
3. A small salt-water crustacean that

bores into timber under water and de-
stroys it

4. A harem slave
DESMACHYME

1. The hard, protective outer layer of
an insect

2. In zoology, a group of bloodsucking
bats, native of Central and South America

3. The connective tissue of sponges
4. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
DITOKOUS

1. Producing two eggs or young at one
time

2. Repetitious
3. Agitated; excited
4. Rich; wealthy

LAGARTO
1. A type of inexpensive cigar
2. In music, slow and gentle
3. A rabbit or hare
4. Spanish for alligator

We Must Not Let Trade Center Tragedy
Create Culture of Hatred, Fear

Our people know there’s grief to face as the
scope of this senseless, horrific matter becomes
known. We’re solemn now. But, face it we will.
We will be together; with all our heart, all our
humanity and, most assuredly, with all our strength
and resolve.

Our leaders are organizing emergency manage-
ment. Our institutions are caring for those in
need. Individuals are doing what they need to do.
There are thousands of volunteers lined up to
help. Have every confidence in them. Believe in
yourself.

Sadly, while writing this editorial, a lady in her
30s, walked into our office proposing an alternate
point of view to this mass murder. We listened in
disbelief and told her that we’re on deadline at the

moment. Her response was something we can’t
print. With all the tolerance imaginable to us, it’s
difficult to find room for the inhumanity of her
thoughts. With all the tolerance imaginable to us,
there is absolutely no room for the inhumanity of
the events of September 11, 2001.

As Americans and as a democracy, we’re com-
prised of all peoples of the world, blessed with
freedom. We have individual rights and responsi-
bilities. We have respect for our fellow man. For
those that have no respect for their fellow man, can
they be called Americans?

Let’s not be guided by fear and hatred. For, if we
are, then our attackers have won. Simply said,
we’re “the land of the free and the home of the
brave.” Let’s act that way — we know we will.

Editorial and Cartoon of September 13, 2001

Educator’s Corner:
Organizing At-Home Learning

We remember the over 3,000 people who lost their lives on September 11, 2001 –
but especially members of our Cranford Westfield and Scotch Plains families:
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David CampbellDavid CampbellDavid CampbellDavid CampbellDavid Campbell

Michael DavidsonMichael DavidsonMichael DavidsonMichael DavidsonMichael Davidson
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By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

When schools closed back in
March, getting things done was an
anything goes type of situation. In an
emergency, we made the best of it.
Now that there is a “new normal,”
more time will be spent learning at
home whether your family is working
with a virtual, hybrid, or homeschool
schedule. Here are a few organiza-
tional tips that can help you and the
students in your lives get organized.

Visual Schedules – There are plenty
of studies that show that students thrive
on structure, from school schedules,
to sports activities, to sleep. Sched-
ules are part of school at every age
and level. High schoolers get a paper
or digital copy of theirs and find their
classes the first few days of school -
the bell and memory take care of the
rest. Most elementary school class-
rooms have some sort of pocket chart
or list where students can easily see it.
Using this technique at home can pro-
vide structure to the day. For older
students, there are apps that help them
manage their own schedules. For
younger children, a colorful wall
schedule can help. It doesn’t have to
be fancy – a few pieces of computer
paper with colored marker works fine!

Learning space –Setting up a dedi-
cated space helps mentally prepare
for what comes next. If you, like me,
love the look of Pinterest-ready at
home learning spaces, but don’t have
the funds or the space – don’t sweat it!
The dining room or kitchen table will

work for most elementary aged kids.
Older students may prefer to spend
their learning time in their room. Use
what you have around the house. Cut
up an old box to use as a divider when
your kids are working. A shoe box can
be a great container for varied sup-
plies like glue, pencils, or
manipulatives for youngers students.
Let the kids take ownership of it, too!
My daughter is not into most art ac-
tivities, but she loves dot paints, so I
let her go crazy on a piece of paper
and wrapped it around a tin can!

Dress accordingly – The “dress for
success” adage has some basis in
reality, according to recent research.
While younger kid wardrobes don’t
vary much for daily activities, simple
things like brushing their teeth and
combing their hair really can help.
For older students, something more
than pajamas will help them get into
school mode.

Change the Scenery– A dedicated
learning space can be different from
where your student reads. A comfy
corner with cushions works great! (If
you want to get a little bit “wild” tape
up string lights on the wall as well!) If
students take virtual classes in their
rooms, they can do homework in a
more common space where a parent
is more available to help.

Get moving. Have fun – Put fun
activities into your daily schedule.
Bike rides, outdoor art, dance parties,
game nights, etc. It’s important in the
midst of all of this to give kids of all
ages time to just be kids.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

We Must Call Out Medical Disinformation
Concerning Covid-19

Candidate
Statements Welcome

Candidates for elected office are
invited to submit op-ed columns
each week. Columns should be
between 250 and 500 words, and
be issue based with no personal
attacks on opponents.

In the September 3rd issue of The
Leader, there is a paid advertise-
ment on the second page of the news-
paper titled “Physician DeFelice
Challenges Governor Murphy To
Take COVID Lead.” As a physician,
I felt that this ad, particularly be-
cause it on the second page and physi-
cally looks like a news article, re-
quired an immediate and vigorous
response, because it provides poten-
tially dangerous medical misinfor-
mation which could have adverse
consequences on Westfield residents.
I will focus on two points.

First – Dr DeFelice states that
Covid is “a relatively benign virus,
as far as viruses go.” Initially, Dr
Fauci , director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases, stated, “The flu has a mortal-
ity of 0.1 percent, this (Covid) has a
mortality of 10-times that.” With
improved treatment, it appears that
overall mortality has decreased to
0.4 percent, although long-term
health problems appear to be signifi-
cant in survivors. The Mayo Clinic
states “COVID-19 symptoms can
sometimes persist for months. The
virus can damage the lungs, heart
and brain, which increases the risk
of long-term health problems.” Re-
cently, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) stated
that the data showed a 1.3 percent
mortality rate in those 65+ and 0.05
percent for those 0 to 49. Younger
people may not die as frequently as
older individuals from the disease
but can be carriers of this highly
contagious (2.5 more contagious than
the flu) virus and can have the long-
term, adverse health effects. A re-
cently released Johns Hopkins study
projected 400,000 deaths by year’s
end. This is far from a “benign”
virus.

Second – Dr. DeFelice downplays
the value of vaccines. It is important
for people to know that serious dis-
eases including polio, hepatitis A,
hepatitis B, pneumonia, diphtheria,
pertussis, tetanus, measles, mumps,
rubella, rotavirus, mumps,

chickenpox, shingles, meningococ-
cus, HPV, smallpox, rotavirus and
tuberculosis have been successfully
prevented by vaccines and that the
annual flu vaccine has varying (from
year to year) effectiveness in treat-
ing the seasonal flu. There is no
treatment that has been shown to be
universally effective in treating
Covid. I applaud his organization’s
efforts to see more money directed
at developing treatments for disease,
but the importance of vaccines can-
not be understated.

Why is it important to point out
such medical disinformation? If
people feel that this is a benign virus,
they will be less likely to take pre-
cautions. I have a second home on
the Shark River Inlet and see mul-
tiple party boats pass every day with
young people jammed in together
without masks. They may, as a group,
have a low mortality rate, but they
can bring this deadly virus home to
their parents and grandparents and
may end up being survivors of the
disease with serious long-term health
consequences. Furthermore, it is
important for people to know that
vaccines can be very effective. We
don’t yet know if there will be a safe
and effective vaccine for Covid.
Hopefully there will be, and it will
provide long-time protection. These
are questions yet to be answered and
should be answered by vaccine and
infectious disease experts, not poli-
ticians.

Also, I hope that The Leader will
more clearly separate and identify
paid advertisements from news in
the future.

Lloyd Marks
MD, MBA, FACC

Westfield

Support Local Journalism!

goleader.com/subscriber
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2183

NOTICE OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2183, a summary of which is included herein, was approved for
final adoption as amended by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield at a Regular
Meeting held on September 8, 2020.

Copies of this ordinance are available in full at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

A summary of General Ordinance No. 2183 as amended is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION AND PROVIDING FOR THE DESIGNATION AND PRESER-
VATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND HISTORIC LANDMARKS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Summary of Ordinance Establishing a Historic Preservation Commission
and Designating Historic Districts and Landmarks in Westfield

Section 1. Short Title and Index
· No changes.

Section 2. Findings, Purpose, and Policy
· No substantive changes. Examples of changes include: “The welfare of the

municipality is dependent on…” is changed to “The welfare of the municipality is
enhanced by.

Section 3. Definitions
· Changes some definitions, notably:
o Historic Landmark. Clarifies that a historic landmark need not just be a building,

but can include the whole site, or any structure on a site.
o Minor Application. Expands on the existing definition to make the term more

easily understood.
o Major Application. Redefines the term by indicating it is anything not specifically

defined as a minor application, and any application that involves the subdivision of a
historic landmark or a property within a historic district.

· Adds definitions for the following terms:
o Building
o Historic Preservation Commission Application Subcommittee
o Object (as in a material things)
o Site
o Structure

Section 4. Historic Preservation Commission
· Clarified that alternates are non-voting members except in absence of a regular

member.
· Clarifies that a Planning Board member is a regular member of the HPC and not

a liaison.
· Clarifies that the Town Council liaison is not a voting member of the HPC.
· Provides that, to the maximum extent feasible, one member of the Commission

should be an individual who owns a property in a designated historic district, or owns a
designated landmark.

· Requires memorializing resolution on Certificates of Appropriateness within 45-
days.

· Requires the HPC to adopt design guidelines for historic landmarks and district.

Section 5. Designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts
· Clarifies that the designation criteria include federal regulations and this ordi-

nance.
· Rewrites procedures for designating properties and districts, as follows:
o Designation by the Town. Permits the HPC or the Planning Board to recom-

mend a property or a district for designation, and the Mayor and Council may designate
the property by amendment of the local land use ordinance.

o Designation by Property Owner of His/Her Own Property. Allows a property
owner to nominate their own properties. The property owner, or the HPC in their absence,
must prepare a report to support nomination. The HPC must hold a publicly noticed
hearing. The HPC must vote on the recommendation, prepare a report supporting their
recommendation and forward that to the Town Council. Town Council forwards HPC
report to the Planning Board for review. The Planning Board then reviews the designation
and sends its recommendations back to Town Council for adoption or non-adoption of
designation of property as an amendment to the local land use law

o Designation of Historic District. Any one or more property owner(s) within the
proposed district may recommend a district designation. The HPC or Planning Board may
also recommend a district to the Town Council. Like single property designations, a report
must be prepared examining the properties to be designated. The HPC must hold a
publicly noticed hearing, with specific notice to homes within district. The HPC must vote
on the recommendation, prepare a report supporting their recommendation and forward
that to the Town Council. Town Council forwards HPC report to the Planning Board for
review. The Planning Board then reviews the designation and sends its recommenda-
tions back to Town Council for adoption or non-adoption of designation of property as an
amendment to the local land use law.

o Objections to One Property or District Designation. The owners of 20% or
more of the area of either the proposed historic site or district, including the lots or land
included in the proposed designation, or of the lots or land extending 200 feet in all
directions therefrom, inclusive of street space, may sign a petition against the designation
with the Town Clerk. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-63, if such a petition is filed, the
proposed designation will require a favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) by all of the members
of the Town Council in order to pass.

Section 6. Certification of Appropriateness

· Clarifies that any time the Planning or Zoning Board allows the subdivision of a
historically designated site, or an individual property within a historic district, the HPC
must review that application. The HPC may provide its advice and opinion on the
subdivision, but it may not prevent it. The HPC has the power to grant or deny a
certification of appropriateness for any development on such a historic site or in such
historic district.

· Clarifies that a Certificate of Appropriateness is not required for any interior work,
repairs, or an exact reconstruction of any existing faades, and adds a provision that
indicates that the HPC has no authority over choice of exterior or interior paint colors.

· Clarifies that changes to other than the exterior façade of a designated home, or
a property within a district, does not require a certificate of appropriateness.

· Changes how a determination is made regarding whether a certificate of appro-
priateness application is a “minor one or a “major one. Previously, the zoning officer made
that determination alone. The proposed ordinance makes that a determination of the
Town Planner in conjunction with the “Historic Preservation Application Subcommittee
(which consists of the HPC chair and 2 HPC members designated by her/him).

· Clarifies that the planning and zoning board must refer to the HPC any develop-
ment applications for any property identified in the master plan element, as well as a
historically designated property. Previously, the referral obligation appeared only appli-
cable to “designated properties and not “identified properties as well.

Section 7. Procedures for Filing an Application
· Adds a requirement that no Certificate of Appropriateness may issue without

proof that taxes or assessments are fully paid.
· Permits the HPC to require Certificate of Appropriateness applicants to submit

such additional information to the HPC as may reasonably be required by them.
· Clarifies that, after a decision on a Certificate of Appropriateness, the HPC must

memorialize that decision in a written resolution within 45 days of the decision.
· Removes economic hardship as a consideration in reviewing a subdivision

application for a designated property, or a property within a designated district.
· Makes explicit that the HPC may recommend to the planning or zoning boards

that a historically designated property not be subdivided and specifies that the planning
or zoning boards may rely upon that recommendation in order to deny a subdivision.

· Clarifies that, if a historically designated property is subdivided, the original and
any new lot(s) both retain their historic designation.Clarifies the existing section 7(M)
informal review of work to be performed on a designated property by giving examples of
the type of minor work that would qualify for such review.

Section 8. Standards of Consideration for Issuance of Certificate of
Appropriateness

· Specifies that the locally adopted design guidelines shall guide review of
Certificates of Appropriateness.

· Clarifies that the HPC may recommend to the planning and zoning boards that a
historically designated property not be subdivided, and that those boards may take this
recommendation into account to deny a subdivision application.

Section 9. Effect of Approval or Denial of Certificate of Appropriateness
· No changes.

Section 10. Special Requirements for Demolition
· Adds new requirements for seeking to demolish any 75 percent of any building

or structure, or 25 percent of the faade of any building or structure, erected prior to 1930,
or identified on the historic preservation element (or both).

· For any such building, no demolition approval may be issued by the zoning
official, without the following procedures being followed:

o The zoning official must immediately provide all such applications to the Historic
Preservation Officer (the HPC Secretary or other member of the HPC as appointed by the
HPC).

o If the HPO determines that the building has “historical, cultural, architectural,
aesthetic or other significance in accordance with the criteria for historic designation set
forth in Historic Preservation Ordinance, he must notify the zoning official of that fact.

o The HPO must immediately provide the demolition application to the HPC for
review, which must occur within 15 calendar days of the HPO¡¦s report.

o If the HPC agrees with the determination made by the HPO, the HPC may but is
not required to promptly seek designation of the landmark pursuant to the procedures set
forth in section 5 of the ordinance.

o If the HPC disagrees with the HPO’s determination, the Commission shall within
5 calendar days notify the  Zoning Official, who may issue a demolition permit immediately
thereafter, provided all other requirements are met.

· Clarifies that this process shall occur, unless otherwise agreed to by the applicant,
prior to certain obligations set forth in the Town¡¦s general demolition ordinance (Town
Code section 8-7).

Section 11. Penalties
· Monetary penalties for undertaking work on a historically designated property

increase as follows:
o for each day, up to 10 days, increases from $100 to $1,000 per day.
o for each day, from 11th through 25th day, increases from $150 to $1,500 per day.
o for each day beyond 25 days, increases from $200 to $2,000 per day.
o in the case of unauthorized demolition, increases from $1,000 to $10,000.

Section 12. Preventative Maintenance
· Incorporates the concept of “demolition by neglect, and applies the increased

penalties (above) to such conduct.

Section 13. Permit Review
· No changes.

Section 14. Designated Historic Landmarks
· Permits the HPC to place an appropriate plaque on historically designated

properties, with the owner¡¦s permission.
Tara Rowley, RMC, Town Clerk
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Top 7 Financial To-Do’s
After a Divorce

Your divorce is now final, and you
are ready to put all the stress of the
long process behind you. You are
ready to take steps to begin planning
for the next chapter of your life, but
what are the top priorities?

1) Build Your Personal
Balance Sheet

Building your personal balance
sheet will help you track what assets
you own now and how they can serve
to meet your long-term financial goals.
To be sure you include everything,
reference your marital
separation agreement.
Remember to include
any debt such as a mort-
gage, auto loan or credit
card debt.

2) Re-title Assets
If you received invest-

ment or retirement as-
sets as part of the marital
settlement, do not delay
in moving these ac-
counts/investments to a
new account or accounts
in your individual name,
preferably at a different
financial institution to
give yourself a fresh
start.  When you transfer
the assets, be sure to keep records of
any cost basis of your investments.
You will need this information to file
your income taxes when you sell these
assets. You may also need to re-title
other property such as automobiles,
real estate and investment partnerships
or business interests.

3) Establish a New Budget
Assess all sources of monthly in-

come available to you such as your
earnings (net of all taxes), any ali-
mony, investment income, retirement
income, etc..  It is also important to
identify which income sources are
fixed, such as salary and alimony, and
which might fluctuate, such as com-
missions to manage your cash flow
needs.  Determine the amount of your
fixed monthly expenses (mortgage/
rent, utilities, auto payments, insur-
ance etc.) as opposed to your variable
monthly expenses (entertainment and
travel).  That will help point out where
some quick changes can be made. Be
sure to factor in a monthly savings
amount to help you continue to grow
your wealth.

4) Rebalance the Investment
Portfolio

This can feel intimidating at first if
you have never handled this in the
past. It is helpful to have a profes-
sional financial advisor guide you
through this part to understand your
short-term needs as well as your long-
term goals. Next to setting up a bud-
get, this is probably the most impor-
tant step to get back on track for the

long-term.  Depending on your stage
of life, having an overly aggressive or
overly conservative portfolio can put
you at serious financial risk.  A finan-
cial advisor can help you identify
how much risk you can afford to take.

5) Update Your Long-Term Fi-
nancial Plan

Having a long-term financial plan
will let you know whether your goals
and expectations are attainable or
whether some changes need to be
made (i.e., change your retirement

date or adjust your ex-
pected retirement
lifestyle).  If you do not
already have one, now
is the time to develop
one.  The plan can be
revisited every few
years to see if any addi-
tional changes are
needed or if circum-
stances have changed,
making it necessary to
revise the goals.

6) Review Your Ben-
eficiaries/Estate Plan

Review the named
beneficiaries in your
retirement accounts,
pension benefits and life

insurance policies.  An attorney will
need to update your estate planning
documents such as your Will, any
Trusts, Health Care Proxy, and Power
of Attorney.  These decisions can
sometimes take longer than expected,
so it should not be put off.  Begin
discussions now.

7) Check Your Personal Credit
You want to ensure that you have

established credit for when you need
it.  It is possible that you were only an
“authorized user” on your spouse’s
credit card which is very different
than having a card in your name.  If
you do not have a credit history and
need to start building one, make it a
gradual process in obtaining credit.

Each of these areas play an impor-
tant role in securing your financial
future.  If you get stuck, or need
assistance, recruit the help of a pro-
fessional financial advisor (look for
the CFP® credential) to help you
focus on the whole picture as well as
help you navigate the more compli-
cated details.  The most important
item is to not procrastinate. If any of
these tasks seem too difficult to handle
alone, seek the help you need. The
Wealth Advisors at Round Table
Wealth Management, as always, are
here to help.

Mariella Foley, CFP®, CDFA® is
a Partner and Wealth Advisor with
Round Table Wealth Management in
Westfield.
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Mariella Foley, CFP®

Local Speech-Pathologists Running for
Westfield Board of Education

JOBRA Lobbyists Mislead Residents
Regarding Brightwood

Leila Morrelli was born and raised in
Brooklyn, New York. She received her
undergraduate and master’s degrees in
speech-language pathology from CUNY
Brooklyn College. Mrs. Morrelli holds
her Certificate of Clinical
Competence from the Ameri-
can Speech and Hearing As-
sociation. She and her hus-
band moved to Westfield in
2006 after the birth of their
first child. They wanted a town
with an excellent school sys-
tem and a warmhearted wel-
coming community. In both
ways, Westfield has exceeded
their expectations. The
Morrellis now have three chil-
dren. This fall, their eldest
daughter, age 14, is entering
Westfield High School while their
younger daughter and son, 11-year-old
twins, are starting Edison Intermediate
School. Currently, Mrs. Morrelli is em-
ployed by the Mountainside School Dis-
trict as a speech-language pathologist
working with preschool through middle
school age children.

As a parent and in her professional
life, Mrs. Morrelli is a strong advocate
for children’s individual needs. Having
proudly worked in the education field
for over 16 years, she is uniquely well-
suited to approach a Board of Education
position from the perspective of both a
parent and an educator. In the position,
Mrs. Morrelli will bring her wealth of

experience as an educational specialist
who has worked well with all stakehold-
ers: parents, teachers, staff, administra-
tion, board of education members and
the New Jersey Education Association.

Mrs. Morrelli was recently a
liaison on Mountainside’s con-
tract negotiating team assist-
ing the district and the local
union to reach a mutually sat-
isfactory settlement She is a
member of the Mountainside
Child Study Team as a speech-
language pathologist. She uses
her knowledge of childhood
development to identify stu-
dents’ strengths and weak-
nesses and to develop indi-
vidualized education pro-
grams (IEP) to meet their

needs. This summer, Mrs. Morrelli vol-
unteered to be a member of various
committees within the Mountainside
School District tasked with planning to
safely reopen under the Covid-19 pan-
demic guidelines.

As a board member, her wish is to
continue and enhance Westfield’s tra-
dition of excellence by contributing her
professional expertise as an educator
along with her perspective as a parent
of Westfield-educated students. Mrs.
Morrelli’s goal is to continually sup-
port the students and staff to provide an
atmosphere where all feel safe, repre-
sented and included and where all have
equal access and opportunity to thrive.

At Brightwood Park’s public meet-
ings regarding mountain biking,
JORBA controlled the meetings. Two
council-people said a few introduc-
tory words, and JORBA took over
with a long defense of mountain bik-
ing. JORBA led the tours through the
park, and JORBA answered all but a
few of the questions. Are our recre-
ation department, town council and
mayor favoring JORBA’s skilled lob-
byists over their citizens?

Our recreation department and coun-
cil funded a statistically significant
survey of Westfield households by ETC
Institute. Quoting statistics from the
evaluation by Brandstetter Carroll
objectively and honestly is critical.

On Executive Summary page “vi”
of the final draft, the improvements
most households would like to see
show bike trails at 32 percent. But
when the survey drew a distinction
between paved bike trails and moun-
tain bike trails, MB Trails consistently
scored FAR below paved bike trails.

It is disingenuous for anyone to pro-
claim that the statistic of 32 percent
supports a mountain bike course in
Brightwood Park. I’m sure the council
people would never purposely try to
deceive the citizens of Westfield into
supporting a statewide mountain bike
organization. If they study the survey,
they will understand the priorities of
their citizens. I hope the Westfield
officials who have close friendships
with JORBA are not putting the wishes
of their friends over those of Westfield
residents.

We have heard many deceptive and
misleading statements from the
JORBA lobbyists.

Among them are:
-They did not need a DEP study,

they knew how to build around wet-
lands, but in fact they did need a DEP

study.
-The speed of bikers will be 5 to 6

m.p.h. when the STRAVA website
shows competition for fastest time as
17.1 m.p.h. in Brightwood Park.

-Only townspeople will use the
mountain bike trail. The truth is that
mountain bike trails have been banned
in all county parks throughout Union
and Essex counties, and word-of-
mouth will attract Mountain Bikers
from these counties and beyond.

-Once there is a “good” MB course
there will be no rogue bikers who
create damage off the trail. Yet the
Watchung Reservation MB trail closed
due to rogue damage.

-These will be multi-use trails, not a
mountain bike course. Yet they state
that the trails will be 2-foot-wide –
how does the hiker, walker, gentle
bicyclist, dog walker and stroller com-
pete with mountain bikers and their
features like jumps, brim-banked
switch backs, etc. on a 2- to 3- foot-
wide trail?

-No one uses the secondary and
tertiary trails into the woods. Yet I
walk my grandchildren through the
backwoods, sit on a log and tell stories
about the Native Americans who once
protected this environment. Others
walk to unwind from a hectic day, find
solace after disappointments or enjoy
natural sounds, wooded trails, birds
and ecology.

We cannot trust JORBA’s arguments
as they are riddled with half-truths and
deceptions. I hope we can trust our
Town Council and Recreation Com-
mission.

Go to https://
www.friendsofbrightwood.org/plan-
ning-survey.html.

Trudy Burke
Westfield

Brightwood Park Should Remain A
Place of Quiet Serenity

To be in a nature reserve, as Brightwood
Park has been dedicated, is to be in a place
of transcendence. It is a place where one
can encounter a bird, a glimpse of a turtle
or animal that takes one from the mundane
into sacred space by glimpsing a blue
heron take off over the marshes or finding
a pileated woodpecker. It is a place de-
voted to quiet serenity and is a place where
people can learn from nature, sometimes
in ways that take your breath away.

“Are you bowed down in heart?
Do you but hear the clashing discords

and the din of life?
Then come away, come to the peaceful

wood,
Here bathe your soul in silence”
From “Deep in the Quiet Wood” by

James Weldon Johnson, found highlighted
in the book Transcendence by Richard
Mayhew, Copyright 2020, Chronicle
Books.

Westfield has a treasure in Brightwood
Park Reserve. In and around Brightwood,
on special nights, one can hear owls talk-
ing back in forth to each other, her pitch
higher than his. Every May, one might
encounter the nesting Baltimore Orioles
just by standing in the parking lot and
looking up at 8 a.m. Brightwood is a place
where small mammals, whose habitats
have been diminished by every bit of de-
velopment in this town, still have a home.
Mammals such as opossums – who eat
vast quantities of ticks – muskrats, rac-
coons, rabbits, occasionally foxes, ground-
hogs, chipmunks, squirrels, skunks as well
as mice, moles, voles, shrews – who serve
their places on the food chain – are animals
whose places are important in our envi-
ronment. All of these creatures need their
habitats. Humans have caused much de-
forestation to the Upper Prospect Street
section of town in the last 25 years.
Westfield wisely set aside land for the
undisturbed habitats of these mammals
plus the turtles, salamanders, snakes, song-
birds, frogs, insects and other necessary
parts of the various ecosystems that Noel
Taylor had carefully chronicled in his book
Brightwood Park in 1981. Brightwood is
a special place where people can encoun-
ter nature and learn from these encounters.

It is designed as a passive park, and it
attracts many birdwatchers and nature lov-
ers and those seeking solace from a quiet
time communing with nature.

The ill-conceived proposed construc-
tion of a mountain bike course in Brightwood
Park is depicted on a map to cut through all
of the intentionally undisturbed portions of
the park. These are habitats of birds and the
small mammals listed above. The course is
designed with its twists and sharp curves to
be a place for thrill seekers who practice an
extreme sport. If this course is built, animal
populations will not thrive where speeding
bikes constantly cut through their trails.
Ecosystems will perish in a place designed
to protect them. Considerable underbrush
would be removed from the park, disturb-
ing the rich bird life found in the park.
While the tread width of the trail may be 2
to 3 feet wide, the part cleared above that at
the head and shoulder level of the riders will
be 6 to 8 feet wide. This underbrush is
biomass and habitat for animals. Mountain
bikes careening through the woods would
cause erosion from their specially dirt loos-
ening tires. The proposed course, which
cuts through all of the animal habitat and
diminishes the understory of the forest,
would forever, irrevocably change the char-
acter of the Brightwood for the worse.

Westfield dedicated Brightwood to Noel
Taylor as a place of quiet serenity, a forest
reserved forever for the next generation to
learn about ecology, the environment and
the natural history of this area. The reserve
will have nothing to teach future genera-
tions if it is allowed to include a mountain
bike course as the wildlife will flee. It is
unimaginable that Westfield will allow
this valuable resource to be developed into
a sports venue. The mission of JORBA is
incompatible with the mission of small
Brightwood Park. JORBA should not be a
stakeholder in the future of a natural re-
serve. Brightwood Park is a gem and is not
the place to put a mountain bike course.

Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever. We
will not be silent.

Victoria and Donald Williams
Westfield

Leila Morrelli
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JUCHNIK 3-FOR-3, 3B, 2B; ROTH 1B, 3B, 2B; RUSSO 3B, 2B

Deegan Wins UC 50+ A Division;
Outruns Douglas in Game 2, 16-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Deegan Roofing maintained its
dominance of the Union County Se-
nior 50+ Softball League A Division
with a 16-8 victory over Douglas VW

in Game 2 of the best-of-three cham-
pionship series at Memorial Field 2
in Linden on September 1. The
Deeganators had defeated Douglas
VW, 21-3, in Game 1.

Deegan expert pitcher Pete
Appolito allowed 19 hits but none of
them went for extra bases. Geno

Antonucci was the most prolific of-
fensively for Douglas VW, going 3-
for-4 with two RBI and two runs
scored. Leadoff batter Hector Munoz
also went 3-for-4 while scoring once.
Mike Shriner, who had two RBI, went

2-for-2, including a sacrifice fly.
Tommy Renna singled, scored twice
and had two RBI. Pete Artesia and
Jim McCullough both singled twice
and scored once. Joe Calaguari

singled twice and had an RBI.
The powerhouse Deeganators to-

taled 23 hits, which included five

doubles and four triples, but interest-
ingly no home runs. Mike Juchnik
hammered an RBI triple, an RBI
single, doubled and scored three times
in his three at-bats. Damon Roth
ripped an RBI triple, doubled, singled

and scored twice. Nick Russo rapped
a two-run double, tripled and scored
twice. Tom “The Hammer” Baldowski
bashed a two-run double and an RBI
single and scored once. Kevin

Spellman tripled,
singled and scored both
times. Appolito went 2-
for-2 with an RBI sac
fly and a run scored.
Farlan Alusik tapped a
pair of RBI singles.
John Garced singled
twice, scored once and
had two RBI.

As he has done at
least once every game,
Douglas centerfielder
McCullough pulled off
a fantastic running and
rolling snag. Shortstop
Antonucci made a leap-
ing grab of Joe
DiFabio’s liner in the
second inning. Al-
though he did not get
the putout, third
baseman Renna made
a diving stop of
Garced’s hot grounder
but he did convert a
slick third-to-first
putout. Pitcher Rich
Gaul absorbed a sharp

liner off the bat of Marty Marks.
Deegan first baseman Mugele

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UC A DIVISION CHAMPS...Deegan Roofing defeated Douglas VW, 16-8, in Game 2. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Charlie Collins, Joe DiFabio, John Garced, Steve Barba, Marty Marks, Doug Fischer and Ricky McMahon; back row,
Damon Roth, Pete Appolito, Scott Mugele, Kevin Spellman, Mike Juchnik, Nick Russo, Tom Baldowski and Farlan Alusik.
Absent from photo but on the inset is Marty Bernstein.

CHUPKO GETS 401ST VICTORY, KARYCZAK WINNING RBI

St. Sebastian Startles St. Mike
In St. Bart’s Bracket Final, 5-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fans amassed “in a social distanc-
ing manner” around Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on September 2 to,
not only witness whether St. Michael
or St. Sebastian would face St. An-
thony for the St. Bart’s Softball League
Championship on Labor Day, but es-
pecially to see if veteran pitcher Frank
Chupko could possibly earn his 401st
career victory. Well Chupko did not
let them down as he tossed shutout

ball for the final four innings to award
St. Sebastian with a 5-4 victory.

Due to the excellent pitching per-
formances of Chupko and St. Michael
pitcher Glenn Gang, the game was

over within an hour and five minutes.
Chupko spread out 11 hits, which
included two doubles, while walking
one batter. Gang yielded 14 hits, in-
cluding a pair of doubles and a key
triple, while recording one strikeout
of a saddened Sebastian. That key
triple came off the bat of Lou
Balestriere, who would score what
would be the winning run on Keith
Karyczak’s single to center.

Offensively, four St. Sebastian play-
ers came through with two hits. Mike

Markowycz singled twice, scored
once and had an RBI. Mike McKenna
doubled, singled and scored once.
Nash Warfield, who provided music,
at least, between innings, and Louis

Fraguas both rapped a pair of singles.
Joe DiBernardo smacked a two-run
single and scored once. Joe Oporto
doubled and scored once, Wells
Pikaart tapped an RBI single and
Commissioner Jim Killeen singled.

St. Michael’s Sal Gano doubled,
singled and scored twice. Varu
Baboomian bopped an RBI double,
singled and scored once. Mike
Cunningham singled twice and Ted
Florio singled, walked and added an
RBI sacrifice fly. Rich Pitonzo poked

an RBI single. Gang, Frank Samuelian
and Tom Fazio all singled once and
Rich Reich scored once.

Fine defensive plays also kept the

CAPTAINS ARE JOHNSON-MILSTEIN, SULLIVAN, LANZA

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Focus
On Skills in Summer Practice

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since the actual official beginning
of the season has been shifted to Sep-
tember 14, the Westfield High School

girls soccer team has been focusing
on honing its skills during late sum-
mer practices. The rosters have not
been set yet but seniors Julia Johnson-
Milstein, Jane Sullivan and Grace

Lanza have been selected as the Lady
Blue Devil captains.

“We don’t really have any type of
rosters yet because tryouts will not be
until September 14th,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt,
who added, “Sandy Mamary, our AD,
Steve Barandica and Nicole
Castellano, our athletic trainers,
worked extremely hard this summer
to give our players and all the players
in the high school the opportunity to
have summer practices to prepare us
for the season as best they could. We
are looking forward to the season and
thankful that we even get to play.”

Last year the Lady Blue Devils
faced a number of Top-20 teams and
the result was a 10-4-6 record and a
share of the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) crown with the No. 7
Cranford Cougars. The Blue Devils
advanced to the UCT finals after get-
ting the best in a shootout against the
defending champion Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders who have won the
past nine titles.

With the exception of several gradu-
ating seniors, the Lady Blue Devils
return all but one of last year’s roster,
which includes sophomore Alyssa
Martinez, who scored seven goals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPTEMBER 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLENTY OF ACTION AT THE PLATE...St. Michael’s Varo Baboomian crosses the plate before St. Sebastian catcher John
DeLuca gets the ball at Brookside Park on September 2. St. Sebastian won 5-4 to advance to the Labor Day title game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A FINE SCOOP...St. Sebastian first baseman Jim “The Commish” Killeen makes a fine scoop to get the putout
on St. Michael’s Don Rinaldo during the “who goes to the Labor Day championship” game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE FORCE OUT...Deegan Roofing shortstop Mike Juchnik puts the tag on Hector
Munoz in the fifth inning to get the force out. The Deeganators defeated Douglas VW, 16-8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS....Pictured left to right, Julia Johnson-Milstein,
Jane Sullivan and Grace Lanza have been selected team captains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON DEFENSIVE SKILLS...The Westfield High School Blue Devils went through a number of obstacles at the
end of August to prepare for regular-season practice that begins on September 14.
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DAVIS AGENCY

INSURANCE Est. 1973

• Homeowner

• Auto

• Commercial

• Life

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage

you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.

865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

800-752-0150         908-233-8040

Do Your Homeowner & Auto

Premiums Keep Going Up?

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times - full stories at
www.goleader.com - year, month,
week

August 16, 2019: Being merciful
was not on top-seeded St. Anthony’s
agenda when they hosted eighth-
seeded St. Michael in the first round
of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoffs at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 16.
St. Anthony tagged St. Michael with
six runs in the first inning, six runs in
the third inning then added two more
in the fifth to secure a 14-3 triumph
and to remain in the winners bracket

of the double elimination tournament,
while St. Sebastian slipped into the
playback bracket.

St. Anthony mound ace Frank
Chupko yielded just one run in the

first inning then held the Seb men
scoreless for the next five innings
until he finally decided to become
merciful by permitting two runs in the
top of the seventh inning. Chupko
allowed just one walk and yielded 12
hits. St. Michael leadoff hitter Brian
Weber, who scuffed home base twice,
had three of those hits, including a
double — the only extra base hit off
Chupko. Nash Warfield went 2-for-3
with an RBI.

Nam-June Joe was the man “im-
possible to get out” for St. Anthony as
he went 3-for-3 with a double and
four RBI, while scoring twice. Varo
Baboomian reached base in all three

at-bats also, which included a double,
and scored all three times. Bob
McGuinness (RBI) singled twice
reached on an error and scored all
three times. Bob Camisa belted a two-

run triple, singled and scored twice.
John Greenblatt singled twice, scored

twice and had an RBI, while Gerry
Riepe singled twice and scored once.

August 16, 2019: Dave Merkel
went 4-for-4 and had four RBI to pace
the St. Joseph offense during a 15-2
victory over St. Sebastian in a first
round St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League playoff game played on
August 16 at Farley Field in Scotch
Plains. The annual playoffs feature a
double elimination format. The vic-
tory puts second seed St. Joseph (14-
7) into the winners’ bracket while
seventh-seeded St. Sebastian (5-15-
1) must now fight for survival in the
losers’ bracket.

August 15, 2018: “It ain’t over
until it’s over” came to mind on two
distinct occasions during the Union
County Senior 60+ A Division Soft-

ball League playoff elimination game
between fourth-seeded Yogi’s Boys

and fifth-seeded Awnings Galore at
Memorial Field 3 in Linden on Au-
gust 15. But Yogi’s Boys endured a 6-
1 deficit to pull off a 7-6, come from
behind victory and to advance to the
best-of-three semifinal round to face
top-seeded Liberty Lighting Group.

Prior to the sixth inning, both pitch-
ers, Joe DePiero (Yogi’s) and Tom
Colandro (Awnings) were keeping
their opponents’ offense off-balance.
Colandro kept Yogi’s Boys scoreless
through the first four innings, allow-
ing just four singles and one double,
while walking no one. Yogi’s scored
its first run in the bottom of the fifth.
In the meantime, DePiero allowed
just three runs and six hits, with one
run on two hits in each of the first,
fourth and fifth innings.

Joe Massimino was the big gun for
Yogi’s Boys, who totaled 15 hits, with
a booming bases-loaded triple in the
sixth inning, while scoring once. Mark
Mariski tripled, singled and scored
twice. Tom Straniero (run scored)
went 2-for-2 with a double and drew
the game’s only walk. Frank DeLuca
singled twice as did Rich Wilson,
who had the game-winning RBI
single. Jeff Polston had the game-
tying RBI single and scored the game-
winning run.

August 15, 2018: Todd Simo belted
two home runs and knocked in five
runs to power Charlie Brown’s over
Vicki’s Diner/Gashouse Gorillas, 15-
3, in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League single elimination Champi-
onship game played on August 15 at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
Simo’s day would have been even
bigger but his third of the day, a solo
shot in the top of the eighth inning was
disallowed due to a maximum home
run rule that was in effect.

Simo’s return to productivity could
not have come at a better time for his
team. In top-seeded Gashouse Goril-
las, the second-seeded Charlie
Brown’s squad was facing a powerful

hitting team that featured one of the
best 1-2 punches in the league in
leadoff hitter Jason Hoynoski and sec-
ond hitter Nick Buontempo. Hoynoski
alone had blasted out six home runs in
his team’s three-game series win over
Sofa Kings in the semifinal round.
But on this day, with the champion-
ship on the line, it was Simo who
carried the big stick and pitcher Frank
Mastrocola who held the Gorillas in
check.

August 16, 2018: Scott Mugele
was a one-man wrecking crew, driv-
ing in as many runs as the opponents
totaled in a 16-9 victory by top-seeded
Deegan Roofing in Game 1 of the
best-of-three semifinal series over
fourth-seeded Linwood Inn in the
Union County Senior 50+ A Division
playoffs at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on August 16. Deegan Roofing
won the regular-season standings with

a 17-5 record, while Joe Max Telecom
gained the second seed with a 15-6
record. Phenomenal Boyz finished
12-8 to receive the third seed and
Linwood Inn finished the regular sea-
son with an 11-10 record.

Jerseyland Field has no fences so
Mugele had to leg out two of his three
home runs, although his first home

run was automatic since he sent it into
the basketball court beyond right field.
Mugele finished 4-for-4 with a pair of
three-run homers, a two-run homer
and an RBI double for nine RBI.

The Deeganators totaled 22 hits
and Kevin Woodring donated three of
them, while scoring three times and
adding an RBI. John Garced rapped a
pair of singles and scored three times.
Mike Juchnik singled twice and scored
twice in his two at-bats. Aware of the
outfielders playing way back when he
stepped to the plate, long ball hitting
Farlan Alusik, who scored twice, de-
cided to plop a pair of singles into
mid-centerfield. Joe DiFabio singled
and had an RBI double in his two
plate appearances.

August 23, 2017: St. Sebastian used
a five-run second inning to vault them-
selves past St. Wolfgang, 5-1, in a St
Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League sec-

ond round playoff match-up held on
August 23 at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. Frank Samuelian provided the
big hit with a three-run double, while
pitcher Mike Kozlowski kept the St.
Wolfgang offense from howling
throughout the contest.

August 24, 2017: Six was the magic
number for the top-seeded Deegan
Roofing men who nailed down a 30-
7 victory over second-seeded
Linwood Inn in Game 1 of the best
two out of three series of the Union
County Senior 50+ Softball League A

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Late Summer Activities **

and had seven assists, and junior Ellie
Sherman, who scored six goals and
had two assists along with Lanza and
senior Amanda Cerrachio, who each
netted a pair of goals and an assist,
senior Julia Weinstein and junior Izzy
Gauthier.

The Lady Blue Devils, as will all
the other teams, will have an abbrevi-

ated season that will begin with a
home game against the Summit
Hilltoppers on Friday, October 2, at 4
p.m. So far the schedule lists eight
regular-season games, all against
Union County opponents.

“As coaches, we hope to give the
players the full high school experi-
ence even in a shortened season.

We’ve worked closely with parents
and have activities planned that may
be different than they usually are, but
will still have the same desired out-
come,” Coach Schmidt said.

The Blue Devils are expected to
face the Oak Knoll Royals in an away
game on Tuesday, October 6, at 4 p.m.
then on Thursday, October 8, they will
travel to face the Cranford Cougars at
6:30 p.m. Next, the Blue Devils will
host Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Tues-
day, October 13, at 4 p.m.

“Even though the season will look
different, I know the team will be
prepared once we do begin. Many of
our current players either experienced
a canceled spring season or witnessed
their friends have their spring season
canceled last spring and realize that
the opportunity to play is in itself
special,” Coach Schmidt added.

Following the eight-game regular
season will be the Union County Tour-
nament, followed possibly by the sec-
tional tournament.

“We’re excited that we still have a
county tournament and sectional tour-
nament to play for and can’t wait to
compete against our yearly common
foes,” Coach Schmidt concluded.

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD ACTION AT SECOND...Charlie Brown’s shortstop Tony Wargo leaps to
avoid a collision with American Legion’s Kyle Williams as Charlie second
baseman Todd Simo looks on at Jerseyland Field (August 8, 2018).

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN THE QUARTERBACK...Raider Nick Palazzollo, No. 34,
brings down the Middletown South quarterback during a scrimmage game in
Scotch Plains on August 22, 2017.

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SOCCER SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Abigail Ganley,
Caroline McCaffery, Meagan Montague, Anna Kalafatis and Lindsay Wielgus.
Not pictured: Katelyn Normann and Maggie Roman (Late August 2017).

David B. Corbin (2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EASY PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE...St. Michael first baseman Kevin Coupe gets
the putout on St. Anthony’s Tom Litterio in the second inning of the first round
playoff game at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 16, 2019.

David B. Corbin (August 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IS HE SAFE OR OUT?...St. Wolfgang first base coach Chris Paterek tries to
convince the ump when Bob Camisa steps on first base as St. John Paul II first
baseman Floyd Roberts snags the ball in the fifth inning at Farley Field. He was
ruled “Safe” (August 17, 2016).

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR ACTION...The Westfield Blue Devils football team,
top, mixes it up during a Blue & White scrimmage on August 19, 2017. The
Cranford boys soccer team, below, is ready to get the fall season in high gear.

SPF’s Muskus Named
Capt. at Gettysburg

GETTYSBURG, PA — Junior for-
ward Erika Muskus (Scotch Plains) is
one of four players named as team
captains of the Gettysburg College
women’s soccer team for the 2020-21
season according to head coach Matt
Garrett.

Mukus, a health sciences major,
put together a fantastic career setting
sophomore campaign for the Bullets
in 2019 as the forward led the team in
points (29), goals (12), assists (five),
and game-winners (five). She tallied
two-goal games against Lebanon Val-
ley College, Ursinus College, and
Swarthmore College and notched two
five-point games against Lebanon
Valley and Ursinus.

Muskus tabbed the Centennial Con-
ference Offensive Player of the Week
honors twice to go along with earning
her second consecutive all-confer-
ence award, claiming first-team sta-
tus, while also collecting all-region
honors as a first-team selection. In
her first two seasons, she has regis-
tered 18 goals and nine assists for 45
points, eight game-winners, and has
started and played in 36 games.
Muskus currently ranks tied for 14th
in program history in points (45).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING UP SUMMER SESSION...Members of the Lady Blue Devils soccer team gets some final instructions before
finishing up the summer session at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield in late August.

American Legion 12, Renda Roads 11
Game 1 — The Legion snapped a

tie game with five runs in the sixth
inning. Starting the charge were Bill
Dugan and Bill Buteau, followed by
run-scoring hits from Steve Miscia,
Jim McCullough and Glenn Sytko.
Multiple hit games were recorded by
Ralph Genova and Chris Paterek.
Defensively, John Amato turned sev-
eral nifty double plays.
Awnings Galore 18, Avengers 8

Game 1 — Awnings Galore roared
with a 21-hit attack while scoring the
maximum 6 runs in both the 2nd and
4th innings. Paul Newton (3-for-3),
pitcher Tom Pasko (2-for-2, 2
doubles), Danny Mendoza, Rich
Polonitza, Mike Carnevale, Ray
Meigs and John Campanella (all with
2 hits) led the Shadsters. Stu Lukowiak
(3-for-3), Joe Sarica, Leo DiGuilio,
Anthony Abbaleo, Steve Landau and
Sal Iannaconne (2 hits each) led The
Avengers.
Renda Roads 11, American Legion 8

Game 2 — The game was knotted
at 4-4 when Renda Roads plated 7
runs in the top of the 7th inning, all
started by a Brian Williams single to
start a 2-out rally. In the bottom of the
7th Legion scored 4 runs and had the
bases loaded with the winning run at
the plate, when a lazy fly ball ended

Union County Senior 60+
Softball Playoff Results:

the threat to force a deciding third
game.

Mark Mariski (2 hits, game-tying
HR in the 5th), Brian Williams, Bernie
Maguire, Dan Difedele, Sal Martino
and Tom Baldowski (all with 2 hits)
led the Roadsters. Gary Pence was
the winning pitcher. The Legion’s
early game 3-run lead came off the
bats of Willie Shumate and Jack
Helfrich. Their 7th inning rally was
fueled by Bill Dugan’s HR and hits
from John Amato, Gene Antonucci,
Steve Miscia and Jim McCullough.
The A Division Finals is tied at 1-1.
Awnings Galore 14, Avengers 12

Awnings Galore was cruising in
Game 2 with a 14-1 lead after 5 in-
nings. The Avengers rallied with 11
runs over the final two frames and had
the tying runs in scoring position when
a fine Awnings defensive play stopped
the bleeding. Rich Polonitza (2 doubles,
4 RBI), and the always reliable Tom
Pasko (1B, 2B), Frank Green, Mike
Carnevale and Joe Mitarotonda (2 hits
each) led Awnings. Bruce Crawford
added a double for Awnings. Stu
Lukowiak and Jeff Villani (4-for-4),
Steve Falco (3 hits), and Steve Landau,
Sal Iannaconne, Joe Brown, Bob
Hoffman and Richie Krov (2 hits each)
led The Avengers. Awnings Galore
won the B Division Finals 2-0.
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Deegan Wins UC 50+ A Division; Stops Douglas
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St. Sebastian Startles St. Mike in St. Bart Playoff
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

pulled off a tag first-fire-to-second
double play in the first inning.
Appolito stopped several choppers
back to the mound. Russo at short
initiated a 6-4(DiFabio)-3(Alusik)
double play in the fourth. DiFabio
added several fine putouts as did
Russo and Juchnik when they cov-
ered short. Third baseman Doug
Fischer scooped a tough grounder off
the bat of Billy Buteau and fired to
first baseman Alusik who made one
of his several long stretches to make
the putout. Baldowski ricocheted his
body off the foul fence down the
leftfield line to make a putout.

The showdown was tight for the
first four innings until the winds of
fate began to lean in Deegan’s favor.
Deegan scored once in the top of the
first inning when Ricky McMahon
singled to right and scored on Charlie
Collins’ single over third. But Dou-
glas quickly tied the score. Antonucci
ricocheted a single off Appolito, Eddie
Rodriguez (2-for-3) tapped a chop-

ping single to third and Shriner lined
an RBI single to left.

The Roofers opened up with four
runs in the second. Spellman scribbled
a single over second, Garced beat out an
infield single and Russo hacked a two-
run double down the third base line.
Juchnik followed with a slicing RBI
triple down the right field line and
Appolito added an RBI sac fly to center.

Douglas knotted the score, 5-5, in
the third. McCullough laced a single to
center and scored on Renna’s slashing
single to right. After a force out at the
plate, Renna and Munoz scored on
Antonucci’s sizzling single to right.
Shriner added an RBI sac fly to center.

Three Deeganators scored in the
fourth inning that was highlighted by
Spellman’s leadoff triple to deep cen-
ter, Garced’s RBI sac fly, Russo’s
triple and RBI singles from Juchnik
and Baldowski. Two more Roofers
scored in the fifth to make the score
10-5. Roth doubled to right and
Mugele reached on a force out then

Alusik and Garced came through with
RBI singles.

Douglas failed to reply so Deegan
growled with six runs in the sixth.
Juchnik doubled to right, DiFabio
singled and Appolito plopped a single
just over third to load the bases.
Baldowski hopped a two-run double
over second and Marks hacked a two-
run double to center. Roth slammed
an RBI triple to deep center and Alusik
drilled an RBI single to center.

Antonucci singled and scored on
Joe Caliguari’s single in the sixth then
after Deegan failed to answer in the
seventh, they added their two final
runs in the seventh. Pete Artesia (2-
for-3) hit a high chopping single to
third, McCullough wiggled a single
to short then after a pair of force outs,
which allowed Artesia to score, Munoz
ticked a 20-foot single then Harold
Zayas bounced an RBI single over
second base.
Deegan Roofing 140 326 0 16
Douglas VW 104 001 2 8

scoring low. St. Sebastian leftfielder
McKenna chased down three fly balls
and hauled in a sacrifice fly. Second
baseman Balestriere was involved in
several key putouts, which included
being the backup man in a grounder
that rolled between the legs of Chupko.
At shortstop, Oporto made a stum-
bling snag of a line drive off the bat of
Glenn Jones. Killeen made a slick
scoop at first. Fraguas made a nice
stretch for a putout at first. Chupko
helped his cause by recovering a Bob

McGuinness liner that bounced off
his chest and by firing to first for the
putout, and Karyczak secured the tri-
umph when he snared Fazio’s liner
for the final out.

St. Mike shortstop Gano made a
number of key stops. Gang success-
fully handled Balestriere’s vicious
grounder and tossed to first for the
putout. Jones, alternating between first
and third base, made a fine play at

each position. Baboomian made a
slick grab of a liner in right-centerfield.
First baseman Pitonzo made a twist-
ing and turning catch of a very diffi-
cult popup off the bat of Warfield that
tried to drop into shallow right field
near the foul line.

As the visitors, St. Sebastian failed to
score in the top of the first inning al-
though McKenna managed to plop his
two-out double into mid leftfield, so St.
Michael took the early lead with two
runs in the bottom of the inning. Gano

yanked a hard single to right, Baboomian
blooped an RBI double into mid right
field, Florio walked and Pitonzo
punched an RBI single to center,

St. Sebastian singled four times in
the second inning but could only score
once when Markowycz danced home
after Pikaart’s single to leftfield. St.
Mike stretched its lead to 4-1 in the
third. Gano slammed a leadoff double
to right and scored when Reich’s

grounder was mishandled at short.
Baboomian looped a single into shal-
low right and Florio lofted an RBI sac
fly to left.

The Sebs awakened in the fourth
with three runs to tie the score 4-4.
McKenna lined a one-out single to
center, Oporto drilled a double down
the leftfield line and DiBernardo
pushed a two-run single into
centerfield. Markowycz followed with
an RBI single.

Chupko retired all three Mikes in
the fourth and three
of four batters in the
fifth. Meanwhile, St.
Sebastian took a 5-4
lead with a run in the
sixth. Balestriere
found a gap in right-
centerfield and
curled his way to
third then Karyczak
poked his RBI single
to right-center.

Gang and Florio
both singled in the
sixth but Chupko
held the Mikes score-
less. St. Sebastian at-
tempted to add in-
surance runs in the
seventh when
Markowycz reached
base on a throwing
error then Warfield
and Fraguas both
tapped short singles
to load the bases. But
Gang recorded a
strikeout and got the
next batter to ground
out to McGuinness
at third.

In the St. Mike
seventh, Jones’ fly ball was caught in
leftfield. McGuinness drilled a shot
into Chupko’s chest but he managed
to grab the rebound and throw to first
for the second out. Cunningham
sizzled a single past third and
Samuelian singled to center but Don
Rinaldo’s fly ball to right was snared
by Karyczak.
St. Sebastian 010 301 0 5
St. Michael 202 000 0 4

Division Championship held at Me-
morial 2 Field in Linden on August
24. The Deeganators hammered six
home runs, five over the fence, and
scored six runs, ended via the league’s
six-run rule, in each of the first five
innings. The Roofers also pounded
out six hits in each of the first four
innings and added four more in the
fifth inning to total 28 hits.

The Deegan Roofers, who finished
the regular season with a 23-0 record,
extended their winning streak to 59
straight, which began during the 2015
season. Additionally, the Roofers are
only one win away from claiming
their fourth consecutive A Division
championship.

Scott Mugele was the first hitter to

put one over the fence when he
launched a two-run homer over the
right field fence in the third inning.
Mugele also rapped a two-run double,
singled and scored all three times.
Nick Russo raised eyebrows with a
two-run homer over the leftfield fence
in the same inning. He also added an
RBI single and a double, while scor-
ing all three times.

Tom Baldowski hammered a three-
run shot over the leftfield fence in the
fourth inning, doubled and scored
both times. Charlie Collins followed
up with a two-run blast in the same
inning to go with his RBI triple and
double, while scoring all three times.
Farlan Alusik crushed a solo homer
and scored twice. But Kevin Woodring
did it the hard way by beating out a

two-run inside-the-park homer in the
second inning. He also singled and
scored. Although not blasting a home
run, Kevin Spellman was clean at the
plate with a single, a two-run triple
and an RBI single, while scoring all
three times.

August 16, 2016: Game 1 of the
Union County Senior 50+ A Division
Championship was a tossup until the
top-seeded Deegan Roofing squad
blanked second-seeded Linwood Inn
in the final inning to hold onto a 5-4
victory at Memorial Field in Linden
on August 11. However, Game 2 be-
came a stark contrast when the
Deeganators became the Terminators
scarring home plate four times in the
first inning then five times each in the

third, fourth and fifth to claim a 19-2
triumph and the crown in a contest
that was halted in the top of the sev-
enth due to lightning at Memorial
Field 2 on August 16.

The Deegan wrecking crew was
battering shots all over the field and
nine of their 23 hits went for extra
bases. James Nardello had a clean
slate of extra base hits in his four plate
appearances with three straight RBI
doubles and an RBI triple, while scor-
ing all four times. Scott Mugele ripped
a pair of singles, tripled, reached on a
muffed catch in the outfield and fin-
ished with four RBI and three runs
scored. Farlan Alusik, who also
reached base in his four at-bats, poked
three singles, scored four runs and
had three RBI. Kevin Spellman rapped
three singles, scored once and had
two RBI. Marty Marks lined a solo
home run, Marty Bernstein tapped a
two-run double and singled.

August 16, 2016: St. George beat
both St. Joseph and an approaching
storm notching a 12-2 victory in a St.
Bart’s Oldtimers League softball game
played on August 16 at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood. Ryan Peters ripped

a grand slam home run to stake St.
George to a commanding early lead
and pitcher Al Betau worked quickly

and efficiently in scattering 11 hits
and allowing just two runs to St. Jo-
seph. The game marked the regular-
season finale for each team with both
slated for playoff action later in the
week. Teammate Walt Patrylo went
3-for-3.

August 19, 2016: Second-seeded
St. Wolfgang outlasted seventh-
seeded St. Matthew, scoring a 19-15
first-round playoff win in the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League. The game
was played August 19 at Farley Field
in Scotch Plains. St. Wolfgang had to
overcome an early three-run deficit
before forging a lead. St. Matthew
fought back to tie the game twice after
that before St. Wolfgang erupted for
seven runs in the bottom of the fifth to
pull away for good. Pat Nigro rapped
three hits and had four RBI. Brian

Weber had a pair of doubles and belted
out three RBI.

August 21, 2015: Frank Samuelian

and Jay Semple each had two hits and
two RBI to lead St. George past St.
Vincent, 7-2, at Farley Field in Scotch
Plains. The game was a match-up of
two teams fighting for their lives in
the elimination round of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
Playoffs.

The game was a taut defensive af-
fair with fine pitching performances
turned in by starters John Deitch for
St. George and Frank Chupko for St.
Vincent. Deitch held St. Vincent’s to
just nine hits on the game and allowed
only two runs. St. Vincent went score-
less over the game’s final five in-
nings.

August 18, 2014: Creative Indus-
tries needed a little revenge after ced-
ing the regular-season A Division title
to Awnings Galore II in the Union

County Senior 60+ Softball League.
And they did! Creative jumped on
Awnings II, 14-8, in Game 1 then took
care of business in Game 2 with a 16-
6 victory at Trembley Point Field in
Linden to claim the A Division cham-
pionship.

Leadoff hitter Dana Kimmel went
4-for-4 with a pair of RBI triples,
while scoring once. Brian Williams
whacked a two-run double, an RBI
single and added an RBI groundout,
while scoring once. Rich Wilson went
3-for-3 and scored twice, and Larry
Berra, with the help of pinch runner
Dennis Mosier, tallied a run scored in
all three of his plate appearances.

August 25, 2014: Good fortune
with the defense put St. Joseph in the
position to strike offensively at the
right time to eliminate St. John Paul II
from the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoffs with a 5-2
victory at Farley Field in Scotch

Plains. After trailing, 2-0, in the first
inning, veteran pitcher Frank Chupko
received some unbelievable fielding,
especially from his infield that turned
three double plays, to blank the former
top-seeders the remainder of the way.

Joe boy Lou Blau whacked a triple
and a key two-run double, while scor-
ing once. Gene Booth doubled and
tapped a key RBI single, while scor-
ing once. Kevin Spellman singled,
walked and scored twice, and Chupko
singled in both of his at-bats and
scored what turned out to be the win-
ning run.

August 26, 2013: Fear and defeat-
ism in the minds of the challengers

from the onset created the stage for a
brutal, 16-1, thrashing by the top-
seeded St. Anthony squad over the
eighth-seeded St. Alexander in the
second round of the Winners’ Bracket

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Late Summer Activities **

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS’ TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, Jake Vall-Llobera,
Adam McDaniel, Jake Dayon, Shea Elliott and Jack McCauley have been selected
team captains of the Westfield Blue Devils football team (late August 2017).

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET TO THE OUTSIDE...Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski,
No. 12, tries to escape the grasp of a Wayne Valley defenseman in the scrimmage
game at Memorial Field last week (Late August 2013).

David B. Corbin (August 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BARELY GETTING UNDER THE TAG...Awnings Galore’s John Rachko, No.
13, just gets under the tag of Top Line third baseman Tom Beninato’s tag in the
fifth inning. Top Line Appliance shelved Awnings, 14-12 (August 18, 2015).

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING PAST THE DEFENDERS...Junior flanker Sean Elliott slipped by
several defenders to score a touchdown in the scrimmage game against Somerville
on August 31, 2013.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UC A DIVISION RUNNERUP...Douglas VW was the runnerup for the A Division title. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Mike Shriner, Pete Artesia, Jim McCullough, Joe Caliguari and Rich Gual; back row, Bill Buteau, Geno Antonucci, Pat
Mooney, Eddie Rodriguez, Dave Wayman, Hector Munoz, Tommy Renna and Harold Zayas.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST IN TIME FOR THE PUTOUT...St. Sebastian first baseman Louis Fraguas gets the throw just
in time to make the putout on St. Mike’s Rich Reich in the sixth inning.

Deegan Roofing 16, Douglas VW 8
Deegan Roofing completed an un-

defeated season and won their sev-
enth consecutive UCSSL 50+ A Divi-
sion championship. Deegan pitcher
Peter Appolito had a masterful night
on the mound. Leading the Roofers
offensively were Damon Roth (2B,
3B), John Garced and Mike Juchnik
(2B, 3B) who all had three hits.
Deegan won A Division Finals 2-0.
Phenom Boyz 25, Riverside Inn 13

Overcoming an early 10-1 deficit,
The Boyz came back firing on all
cylinders to earn the victory. Phe-
nomenal Boyz won the B Division
Finals 2-0.
Advanced Financial 13, Garwood

Metal 12
For AF, John Rachko ignited the

attack with 2 doubles and a triple.
Pete Abene added a 3-run homer,
while Dave Martorano and Bruce
Crawford contributed 3 hits each.
Frank Mastrocola limited the GM
counteroffensive to 3 runs in the top
of the 7th to preserve the victory.
Advanced Financial 25, Garwood
Metal 3

Jerry Isolda got the Advanced Fi-
nancial attack started with a first-
inning 2-run homer. Dave Martorano
and Bill Hillyer (each 4-for-4), Matt
Walsh and Bruce Crawford (each with
3 hits) also led AF. Advanced Finan-
cial won the C Division Finals 2-0.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Playoff Results:

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 17
The 23rd annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 17 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Be Ready!



Page 10  Thursday, September 10, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoffs at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains. In a game that
took only one hour to complete, St.

Anthony pitcher Tony Perconte had a
four-hitter rolling until St. Alexander

finally put its only run on the
scoreboard with three hits in the sev-
enth inning.

Veteran Ed Marchelitis helped lead

the 25-hit pummeling with three hits,
four RBI and one run scored, in addi-

tion to adding some startling defen-
sive plays at second base. Perconte
had an RBI with each of his three
singles and scuffed home plate three
times. Kevin Woodring rapped a pair
of singles, scored twice and had three
RBI. As the shortstop, he initiated one
double play and was the pivot man in
another.

August 21, 2012: “King of the
Road” once again! After being pushed
off course for the title last year, Renda
Roads reached the top once again by
toppling the top-seeded Roselle
American Legion, 19-11, in Game 2
to claim the Union County Senior
50+ A Division championship at
Tremley Point Field in Linden. The
Roadmen won Game 1, 7-5, at Me-
morial 2 Field in Linden on August 16
and were eager to play on the launch-
ing pad with the short fence at Tremley
and did manage to blast three home
runs. Jim Jimenez jolted a pair of
home runs and finished with four RBI,
and Renda teammate Larry Cuzzi
cracked a three-run shot and scored
twice.

But it was Tom Straniero, who kept
the Roselle defense guessing, as he
slashed four hits all over the field,
including an RBI double that sparked
an eight-run outburst in the second
inning.

August 22, 2011: “Make them pay,”
St. Joseph slugger Bruce Evans said
after each of the two times that he had
been intentionally walked. And each
time his team came through as St.
Joseph, top seeded in the Angels Divi-
sion, denied fourth-seeded St. Jude its
chance at glory with a 5-3 victory in the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs at Brookside Park.

After Evans received his first inten-
tional walk, Dave Weischadle lined a
two-run single to center, and Matt
Daly added an RBI single to left to
highlight a four-run inning. After
Evans was intentionally walked in the
sixth, Jim Barba bashed an RBI single
to left.

Labor Day, 2011: St. George cor-
ralled the notorious St. James Gang,
9-4, to claim the St. Bart’s Softball
League title. Ron Labin proved to be
the “Shortstop of the Year’. Harold
Hopler rapped a two-run single and
added an RBI sacrifice fly, while
Marty Marks ripped an RBI single,
scored twice and walked twice.

August 18, 2010: The St. “James

Gang” has been crouching in the base-
ment of the Saints Division of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League for some time. Or were they
just holding up in a safe hideout?
Brookside Park became the site of a

vicious ambush, and the victims were
the former division top dogs, St.
David. The James Gang seemed to be
armed by a southern border cartel, as

they riddled the armor of the unsus-
pecting St. Dave men, driving them
backward with a 21-hit assault, which
included three triples and three
doubles, en route to a 14-4 rout.

Rob Stratton led the pummeling
with a two-run triple, an RBI triple
and a single, while scoring three times.
Leadoff hitter Joe DeRosa was one of
his primary accomplices with three
hits, including a double, two runs
scored and an RBI. Two more major
partners in crime were Kevin St. Onge,
who rapped a pair of RBI singles and
added a ground-rule RBI double, and
Paul Newton, who slapped three
singles, had an RBI and scored twice.
Keith Gibbon’s gun was smoking with
an RBI double and an RBI single,
while scoring twice.

Late August 2009: The Babooshka
men’s softball team swept second-
seeded Awnings Galore, 20-4 and 10-
1, to repeat as the Union County Se-
nior 50+ Softball League (UCSSL)
champions. The team was led in the
playoffs by Joe Massimino (.933 bat-
ting average, 4 HRs), Tony Williams
(.714, 4 HRs), Ed Belford (.714),
Angelo Corbo (.692), Dave Lavelle

(.643) and Tom Straniero (.625) as
the defending champions had dedi-
cated this season to Dom Deo, former
manager and team founder, who

passed away last August.
August 27, 2008: “It’s going to be

a matter of who lets the pressure get to
them,” Pat spokesman Keith Gibbons
said prior to the showdown between
St. Patrick and St. Luke for the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Angels Division crown. Some-
times you are hot and sometimes you
are not! The Pat men were hot and the
Lukes were not! After two dismal
innings, St. Patrick plated 26 runs in
four innings to become the better team
with a 27-7 victory.

Late August 2007: A-B-C boys
Mike Alleman, Keith Baker and Mike
Chervenyak, as team captains, look to
fulfill Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli’s
straightforward philosophy of “im-
prove everyday” to guide this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team to a successful season.

Late August 2007: One hundred
Blue Devil shirts have been streaking
down the paths of Westfield’s
Tamaques Park in preparation for a
defense of the Watchung Conference
and Union County title that the
Westfield High School boys cross-
country team captured in 2005 and in
2006. Tri-Captains Alex Tarlow,
Brendan Berkowitz and Evan Fried-
man are among six of the top-seven
returning veterans who intend to lead
another deep pack to a strong season.

August 31, 2006: Tony Williams’
two-run double off the leftfield fence
in the top of the seventh inning put the
emphasis on a 12-5 victory that earned
Lombardi & Greenkeepers the Union
County 50+ A Division playoff title at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.
Williams also contributed an RBI
single and scored once. Frank Pepe
and Angelo Corbo, who each scored
twice, and Bill Reichle (2 RBI, run
scored) each tapped three singles.

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Late Summer Activities **

David B. Corbin (August 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN A CARDINAL...The SPF Raider defense brings down a
Lawrence Cardinal during a scrimmage game that involved Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Lawrence and North Brunswick in Scotch Plains on August 20, 2015.

David B. Corbin (August 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUNNED DOWN AT THIRD...Linwood Inn third baseman Jim Sydlo holds up
his glove to show the umpire that he successfully made the putout on Deegan
Roofer Joe Massimino in the second inning at Jerseyland Field on August 21, 2014.

David B. Corbin (September 3013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF THE COLORS...The Lady Blue Devils soccer team and Hunterdon
Central Red Devils battled in a srimmage game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield last
week (Late August 2013).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2186

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO AMEND ITS
PARKING LAWS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil of the Town of Westfield (the “Town”) is
charged with establishing and maintaining
safe passage and safe conditions within
the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil have therefore determined that an ordi-
nance modifying where and when vehicles
may park in the Town is in the best inter-
ests of the health, safety, and welfare of
the residents of the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, as follows:

SECTION I. Section 13.02, Chapter LUL,
“Land Use Law,” of the Town Code shall be
and is hereby amended by the following:

H. Portable on-demand storage struc-
tures.

1. A portable on-demand structure
may be utilized as a temporary structure
within all residential zones when in compli-
ance with the standards of this subsection.
Any use of such structures within the Town
of Westfield not in compliance with this
subsection shall be unlawful (sometimes
referred to in this section as a “temporary
structure”).

2. Prior to the initial delivery of a
portable on-demand storage structure, the
applicant or the supplier shall register the
placement of the portable on-demand stor-
age structure with the Zoning Official.

a. The registration shall be obtained
from the Zoning Official by:

(1) Completing the application;
(2) Presenting an active Building De-

partment building permit for that property if
the portable on-demand storage structure
is to be used for the storage of building
materials;

(3) Payment of a $150 nonrefundable
registration fee; and

(4) The Zoning Official’s written ap-
proval of the application.

b. The application shall contain the
name of the applicant to whom the tempo-
rary storage unit is supplied, whether the
person owns, rents, occupies, or controls
the property, the address at which the
portable on-demand storage structure will
be placed, the delivery date, removal date,
active building permit number, if appli-
cable, and a sketch depicting the location
and the placement of the portable on-
demand storage structure. Such Tempo-
rary Storage Unit may be placed on a
driveway or other suitable paved area.

c. The effective date of the registra-

tion shall be the date of the Zoning Official’s
approval.

d. Each residential property is limited
to a maximum of two registrations per 12
months measured from the date of the
initial approval by the Zoning Official.

3. Length of time structures may be
on property; extensions; placement on
property.

a. A portable on-demand storage
structure may be located as a temporary
structure on property within the applicable
zones for a period not exceeding thirty (30)
days in duration from time of delivery to
time of removal. One thirty (30) day exten-
sion may be granted upon written request
by the applicant prior to the expiration of
the initial thirty (30) day period as well as
the payment of an additional $100 nonre-
fundable fee.

b. No more than one portable on-
demand storage structure may be located
on a specific piece of property at one time;
such structure shall be individually limited
to the duration time period established
herein.

c. Such temporary structure may not
be located on a specific property more
than two times in any twelve-month period
as defined in Paragraph (2)(d) above.

d. Such temporary structure shall be
located no closer than 10 feet to the prop-
erty line unless placed on an existing im-
pervious driveway.

e. Such structure may not exceed
eight feet, six inches in height, 10 feet in
width, and 20 feet in length.

f. It shall be the obligation of the
owner or user of such temporary structure
to secure it in a manner that does not
endanger the safety of persons or property
in the vicinity of the structure. In the event
of high winds or other weather conditions
in which such structure may become a
physical danger to persons or property,
the appropriate law enforcement officers
may require the immediate removal of
such temporary structure.

g. In the event of fire, hurricane or
natural disaster causing substantial dam-
age to a residence, the property owner
may apply to the Town for permission to
extend the time that a portable on-demand
storage structure may be located as a
temporary structure on the property. Appli-
cation for such extended duration shall be
made in writing and filed with the Construc-
tion Official and shall give sufficient infor-
mation to determine whether such ex-
tended duration should be granted. The
Zoning Official shall determine whether to
grant such extended duration and the
length of such extension. In the event of an
adverse decision by the Zoning Official,
the applicant may appeal such decision to
the Board of Adjustment.

h. Any portable on-demand storage
structure which is not removed at the end
of the time for which it may lawfully remain

in place, or immediately upon the direction
of a law enforcement officer for removal of
such temporary structure for safety rea-
sons, such portable on-demand structure
may be removed by the Town of Westfield
immediately, without notice. The cost of
such removal, together with the cost of
administration of its removal, may be as-
sessed against the property on which the
temporary structure was located and may
be filed as a lien against such property by
the Town of Westfield. Such lien shall be
superior in priority to all other liens or
encumbrances upon the property, includ-
ing the lien of a mortgage, and shall be
equal in priority to the lien of ad valorem
taxes.

i. No portable on-demand storage
structure shall be used to store solid waste,
construction debris, demolition debris, re-
cyclable materials, business inventory,
commercial goods, goods for property other
than at the residential property where the
portable on-demand storage structure is
located (i.e., used for retail sales) or any
other illegal or hazardous material. Upon
reasonable notice to the applicant, the
Town of Westfield may inspect the con-
tents of any portable on-demand storage
structure at any reasonable time to ensure
that it is not being used to store said
materials. At no time shall such portable
on-demand storage structure be used for
any of these purposes.

4. Enforcement and penalties. The
provisions of this Ordinance shall be en-
forced in accordance with Article 21 of the
Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield. The Zoning Official shall be re-
sponsible for the enforcing of the provi-
sions of this Ordinance. Any person or
entity found to be in violation of any section
of this Ordinance shall be subjected to a
$250 fine per violation per day.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. If any section, provision,
or part of provision of this Ordinance shall
be held to be unenforceable or invalid by
any court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this Ordinance, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unen-
forceable or invalid.

SECTION IV. This Ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
September 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $168.81

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable.  Be prepared for
power outages.  FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today.  Call 1-844-
228-1850 Special financing for
qualified customers.

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-516-1257

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS:  Do you want to reach nearly
a million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90 news-
papers throughout NJ for $560.
Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-359-
7381 or visit www.njpa.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments?  Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It’s a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nj

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet.  We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs.  Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

SOFA

Full-size (80-inch) Sofa, brown
leather Stickley-Audi, 3 years old,
excellent condition; photo on
request. $500 or best offer; buyer
must pick-up. Text (412) 414-3600

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2019 AUDIT REPORT

OF TOWN OF WESTFIELD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
31, 2019 31, 2018

ASSETS

Cash and Investments $23,918,605.13 $26,170,551.53
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable 1,358,773.88 1,048,111.58
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value 312,720.00 312,720.00
Accounts Receivable 1,652,933.15 1,975,319.10
Fixed Capital 1,956,443.67 1,956,443.67
Fixed Capital - Authorized and Uncompleted 4,890,000.00 4,890,000.00
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation-

General Capital Fund 28,168,899.71 26,539,769.26
Deferred Charges to Revenue of Succeeding Year 421,462.60 561,462.60
Fixed Assets 51,095,644.00 49,804,362.00

TOTAL ASSETS $113,775,482.14 $113,258,739.74

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $25,917,000.00 $22,938,000.00
Improvement Authorizations 3,344,290.13 1,708,407.36
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 12,440,584.53 15,401,643.10
Amortization of Debt for Fixed Capital

Acquired or Authorized 5,503,443.67 5,178,443.67
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 3,068,800.44 2,783,901.70
Fund Balance 12,405,719.37 15,443,981.91
Investment in General Fixed Assets 51,095,644.00 49,804,362.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $113,775,482.14 $113,258,739.74

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2019 YEAR 2018

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $4,994,000.00 $4,200,000.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local

Property Tax Levies 13,494,092.24 14,671,794.34
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and

Tax Title Liens 955,165.19 1,089,892.75
Collection of Current Tax Levy 177,007,665.86 174,613,752.08

TOTAL INCOME $196,450,923.29 $194,575,439.17

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures $47,068,081.47 $45,958,496.34
County Taxes 42,127,691.54 41,565,021.91
Local School Taxes 103,341,889.00 101,052,232.50
Special Improvement District Tax 417,286.67 420,742.21
Other Expenditures 1,371,745.36 1,378,106.38

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $194,326,694.04 $190,374,599.34

Excess in Revenue $2,124,229.25 $4,200,839.83

Fund Balance, January 1 14,511,356.57 14,510,516.74

$16,635,585.82 $18,711,356.57

Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 4,994,000.00 4,200,000.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $11,641,585.82 $14,511,356.57

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE

SWIMMING POOL UTILITY OPERATING FUND

YEAR 2019 YEAR 2018

   REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balanced Utilized $107,273.00 $86,820.00
Collection of Pool Fees 1,095,213.53 1,184,280.22
Miscellaneous From Other Than Pool Fees 133,362.59 5,602.99

TOTAL INCOME $1,335,849.12 $1,276,703.21

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
Operating $851,983.00 $831,300.00
Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
Debt Service 373,603.79 366,497.00
Deferred Charges and Regulatory Expenditures 40,700.00 42,000.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $1,271,286.79 $1,244,797.00

Excess in Revenue $64,562.33 $31,906.21

Fund Balance, January 1 517,250.22 572,164.01
$581,812.55 $604,070.22

Decreased by:
Utilized by Swimming Pool Operating Budget 107,273.00 86,820.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $474,539.55 $517,250.22

RECOMMENDATION

NONE

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Town of
Westfield, County of Union, for the calendar year 2019. This report of audit submitted by
Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Town Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any interested
person.

Tara Rowley, Town Clerk
1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $167.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 2nd of Sep-
tember the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

Application PB-20-005: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Food Truck Inc. for Amended
Site Plan Approval to eliminate the previ-
ously approved second floor mezzanine
and to expand the previously approved
building addition on Block 640 Lot 6.01 in
the C-1 Zone and Block 640 Lots 2 and 3
in the NC Zone, as designated on the
Township Tax Map also known as 40-42
Jackson Drive and 677-679 Raritan Road.

Adopted Resolution of
Memorialization PB-2020-011: Recom-
mending to the Township Committee that
the properties designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map as Block 193, Lots 6.01, 10,
11, 12, 13 and 14 should be designated as
a Condemnation Area in Need of Redevel-
opment.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscriber

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR 2020 FOOTBALL...The Cranford Cougar football
team gets instructions in preparation for the upcoming 2020 season.

Preparing for the 2020 Regular-Season Practices
UPPER MONTCLAIR

ESTATESALE

25 Princeton Place
Sat. 9/12 & Sun. 9/13

10am to 3pm
Sofas, Lamps, Tables, Chairs,
China, Glass, Sideboard,
Gardening & Cookbooks, Vases,
Pots, Containers, Sewing
Machines, Fabrics, Beds,
Dressers, Armoire, Christmas, Art,
Costume Jewelry, Tools, Paints,
Ladders & More! Email ahead for
a Sat. am entry #. Masks required
for entry. Please maintain social
distancing. For pics & info
D o v e t a i l s U S A . c o m
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week
Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2189

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD REVISING THE SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR
PRELIMINARY AND FINAL SITE PLAN AND PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
SUBDIVISION APPLICATIONS

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2020 the Mayor and Council of the Town of Westfield adopted
Resolution Number 127-2020 which adopted a Sustainable Land Use Pledge that
resolves to apply land use principles when completing Master Plan Elements and
amending Town land use ordinances; and

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2020 the Town of Westfield adopted a resolution
establishing a Green Building Policy for civic, commercial, and residential buildings that
includes a pledge to continue to incorporate the principles of green design and renewable
energy generation to the extent feasible in municipal buildings and design and when
updating site plan and subdivision requirements for residential and commercial buildings
and properties; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Westfield desire to incorporate a
Green Development Checklist, that includes various green development design strate-
gies that can be implemented as part of a residential or commercial development, into
Article 9, entitled “Submission Requirements for Development Regulations” of the Land
Use Ordinance of the Town of Westfield. The information provided in the checklist will
guide and inform the dialogue between an applicant and the Town regarding possible
options and opportunities to use resources more efficiently, promote smart economic
development, improve the environment, and generally improve the quality of life in the
Town; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Westfield finds that the public welfare
will be served by assuring further development is consistent with the Town’s desire to
create a more sustainable community; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, as follows:
Section I. Article 9, titled “Submission Requirements for Development Applica-

tions”, is hereby amended by adding a new subsection 9.13 titled “Green Development
Checklist” which shall read as follows:

§9.13 GREEN DEVELOPMENT CHECKLIST
In addition to the requirements indicated elsewhere in this article, all applications for

preliminary and final major subdivision approval and preliminary and final major site plan
approval shall complete and submit the following Green Development Checklist. Failure
to do so will render the application incomplete. While completion of the checklist is
mandatory, it is for information purposes only, and compliance with the items found herein
will not become a condition of approval.

The checklist includes various green development design strategies that can be
implemented as part of a residential or commercial development. The information
provided in the checklist will guide and inform the dialogue between an applicant and the
Town regarding possible options and opportunities to use resources more efficiently,
promote smart economic development, improve the environment, and generally improve
the quality of life in the Town.

The checklist is organized into three sections: first, it addresses the site within its
regional and local context, looking at its physical location, development status, and
availability of certain infrastructure; second, it addresses the impact of the proposed
development on the site itself; and third, it addresses the structures on the site.

The applicant should provide examples of how they meet or address each of the items
in the checklist.

SECTION A. CONTEXT
1. Is the site a redevelopment or brownfield site?

2. Is the site served by public transit, or easily
accessible on foot or by bicycle?

3. Is there train service within ½ mile or bus service
within¼ mile?

4. Are the roads within the development designed
as “Complete Streets?”  (Examples: sidewalks, en-
hanced crosswalks, traffic calming,bike lanes, tran-
sit shelters)

5. Does the development include historic preser-
vation, or adaptive reuse of existing facilities?

6. Does the site’s location, scale or use support the
historic context of surrounding historic properties?

7. Does the development provide or enhance the
following:

a) A mix of land use types? Please list.
b) Housing diversity by type and income?
c) Civic & public spaces or have proximity to them?

(Examples: open plazas, courtyards, public art)
d) Recreation facilities and green space/parks (or

have proximity to them) and is it part of an integrated
network?

e) Alternative parking designs such as reduced
parking ratios, compact stalls, banked parking, shared
parking, priority parking for low emission vehicles

and provisions for bicycle storage?
f) Access to or partnerships  with local farms or

farmers’ markets to promote local food production?
g) Open space?
h) Natural features such as rivers, streams, shore-

lines, wetlands, forests, or wildlife habitats?
i) Pedestrian access to waterfronts?
j) Regional stormwater management?  (A regional

stormwater management plan addresses
stormwater-related water quality and water quantity
impacts of new and existing land uses on a drainage
area basis and is not limited to on-site stormwater
management measures.)

SECTION B. SITE DEVELOPMENT
1. Does the design provide for the following:
a) Minimum site disturbance during construction?

[SJ)
b) Increased erosion and sedimentation control

beyond county or municipal requirements?
c) Low Impact Design features such as:
% Bio-swales
% Rain gardens
% Green Roofs
% Pervious pavements
% Green Walls(Also known as vertical gardens,

they are designed and engineered for maximum
biofiltration of indoor air, thermal regulation and
aesthetics.)

% Trees (beyond that required by the ordinance)
% Indigenous plant species (non-invasive spe-

cies, low maintenance landscaping)
% Onsite management of vegetative waste
d) Regenerative Design?
% Does the site design conserve habitat, wetlands

or water bodies?
% Does the site design include restoration of

habitat, wetlands or water bodies?
% Does the project include long-term conserva-

tion management of habitat, wetlands or water bod-
ies?

2. Does the site minimize heat island effects through
reduced paving, enhanced landscaping, green roofs,
or other methods?

3. Does the site provide alternatives to single
occupancy vehicles such as van spaces, bike stor-
age and changing facilities, and alternative energy
vehicle parking?

4. Does the site include light pollution reduction
techniques that help prevent misdirected or exces-
sive light to reduce glare, light trespass, and sky-
glow?

5. Does the site include energy efficient site light-
ing and controls?

6. Have steps been taken to limit disruption of
natural hydrology by reducing impervious cover or
increasing on-site infiltration?

7. On sites adjacent to waterways - have slopes
and existing vegetation been stabilized and pro-
tected?

8. Do the landscape and stormwater management
specifications employ integrated pest management
practices? (1PM takes advantage of all appropriate
pest management options including, but not limited
to, the judicious use of pesticides.)

SECTION C. GREEN BUILDING
1. Does the building(s) meet any criteria for a

Certified Green Building?  (A Green Building - also
referred to as sustainable or high- performance build-
ing - is a collection of better design, construction, and
operating practices that have the potential to reduce
or eliminate the negative impacts of development on
the environment and on human health. Green build-
ing programs and guidelines commonly address en-
ergy efficiency and carbon emissions reduction, wa-
ter conservation, waste reduction, healthy and
sustainably  produced  materials, indoor air quality,
occupant  productivity  and  health,  and other compo-
nents of green building. For more info visit: http://

rcgb.rutgers.edu or https://new.usgbc.org/leed)

2. Is the building oriented to maximize the benefits
of daylighting and energy conservation and mini-
mize any detrimental impacts on surrounding sites?
{Example - Maximize southern building exposure for
solar energy, orient building to minimize effects of
cold winter winds and maximize cool summer
breezes. Minimize shadows on open space and
other buildings.)

3. Water Reduction
a) Does the building provide a 20% or greater

reduction beyond minimum water efficiency stan-
dards set by the EPA or local government whichever
is greater? http://www.epa.gov/watersense

b) Does the building employ water conservation
features including low-flow fixtures, waterless uri-
nals, or sensor-controlled faucets?

c) Does the building capture and re-use rainwater,
gray water or storm water?

d) Is wastewater treated onsite and recharged to
the ground?

4. Energy
a) Does the building reduce energy usage through

efficient heating and cooling, geothermal technol-
ogy, enhanced daylighting, efficient lighting, occu-
pant controls and an efficient building envelope?

b) Does the project incorporate Energy Star-la-
beled building products?

c) Does the building include onsite energy genera-
tion, e.g. solar or wind?

d) What is the anticipated energy savings ex-
pected to be realized from any or all of the above?

e) What are the anticipated carbon emission re-
ductions

5. Indoor Air Quality
a) Does the building utilize natural ventilation and

efficient use of outdoor air during heating and cool-
ing periods?

b) Are other measures such as reducing the quan-
tity of VOCs from adhesives, sealants, paints, com-
posite wood systems and carpet systems being
used to improve indoor air quality?

6. Materials
a) Is an existing building being reused? If so, to

what extent - 100%, 75%, 50%?
b) Are there waste management/recycling plans in

place to divert construction, demolition and land
clearing debris from landfill disposal?

c) Are any building materials reused on or off-site?
d) Do new building materials contain recycled

content? If so, to what extent (%)?
e) Are building materials extracted, processed or

manufactured locally or within the region (within a
500 mile radius)?

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any
part of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event that any section, provision, or part of provision of this
ordinance shall be held to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding shall not
affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so
held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on September 8, 2020 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on September 22, 2020 or at any time
and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning such Ordinance. If the meeting on September 22,
2020 must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing will be held digitally with
a link/meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s website
(www.westfieldnj.gov) in advance of the meeting. Copies of this ordinance are available
at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, the Leader Fee: $406.98

YES     NO     COMMENTS

YES     NO     COMMENTS

YES     NO     COMMENTS

YES     NO     COMMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2187

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD BY DEFINING
PET CARE FACILITIES AND
ESTABLISHING THEM AS A
PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USE
IN CERTAIN ZONE DIS-
TRICTS

WHEREAS, periodic update of allow-
able uses within non-residential zone dis-
tricts is desirable to help promote eco-
nomic development and sustainability in
Town; and

WHEREAS, in order to do so, commer-
cial districts need to provide a variety of
goods and services to serve residents and
visitors to the community; and

WHEREAS, the availability of facilities
which provide pet care services would
enable individuals and families to ensure
proper pet care during times of their ab-
sence whether for visits to dining or shop-
ping or other local destinations, or for ex-
tended periods; and

WHEREAS, by providing a necessary
service to pet owners, pet care facilities
are an appropriate principal permitted use
within certain zone districts of the Town of
Westfield; and

WHEREAS, by listing pet care facilities
as a permitted principal use within the CBD
and GB-1 Zone Districts the use would be
permitted, but could only operate within
the confines of a building due to existing
restrictions regarding business conducted
outside the confines of a building within
those districts; and,

WHEREAS, by listing pet care facilities
as a permitted principal use within the GB-
2 Zone District the use would be permitted,
however, restrictions on operating outside
of the confines of a building for pet care
facilities is not appropriate in the GB-2
zone district given the predominance of
lots developed with only non-residential
uses; and,

WHEREAS, the Town Council does
hereby further find that the public interest
of the Town of Westfield will be served by
amending the Land Use Ordinance of the
Town of Westfield in the manner set forth
herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. Article 2, Section 2.13
titled “DEFINITIONS; P” is hereby
amended and supplemented to include a
new definition for Pet Care Facilities which
shall be inserted as a new subsection H
which shall read as set forth herein. The
existing subsections H through W shall be
re-lettered I through X respectively.

H. Pet Care Facilities. A building, struc-
ture, or portion thereof designed or used
for daycare or overnight boarding, train-
ing, grooming of dogs, cats or other house-

hold domestic animals, and may offer ser-
vices such as retail sales of pet care sup-
plies and food and dog-walking.

SECTION II. Article 2, Section 2.14
titled “DEFINITIONS; R” is hereby
amended by modifying the existing defini-
tion for Retail Services at subsection H, to
read as follows:

H. Retail services. The rendering of
services or entertainment, as opposed to
products, to the general public, such as
theaters, amusement and recreation ser-
vices and facilities, studios for the instruc-
tion of the arts, including dance studios,
music, gymnastics, or martial arts, muse-
ums and galleries and pet care facilities.

SECTION III. Article 11, Section 11.25
titled “CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Pet Care Facilities as a new
subsection 11 which shall read as follows:

11. Pet Care Facilities
SECTION IV. Article 11, Section 11.26

titled “GB-1 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Pet Care Facilities as a new
subsection 11 which shall read as follows:

11. Pet Care Facilities
SECTION V. Article 11, Section 11.27

titled “GB-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Pet Care Facilities as a new
subsection 12 which shall read as follows:

12. Pet Care Facilities
SECTION VI. Article 11, Section 11.27

titled “GB-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection D. titled “Prohib-
ited Uses and Structures”, subsection
9 is hereby amended to read as follows:

9. any business conducted outside
the confines of a building, except for uses
customarily subordinate or incidental to
pet care facilities, except as may be spe-
cifically permitted by this ordinance and
except those temporary activities permit-
ted by special permission from the Town
Council.

SECTION VII. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.

SECTION VIII. In the event that any
section, provision, or part of provision of
this ordinance shall be held to be unen-
forceable or invalid by any court, such
holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unenforceable
or invalid.

SECTION IX. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
September 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $123.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

Freeholders Establish New Food
Insecurity Task Force to Aid Residents

COUNTY – In an effort to help more
Union County residents who are expe-
riencing financial hardship during the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Freeholder
Board is coordinating its food distribu-
tion efforts through a new Food Insecu-
rity Task Force, which has the goal of
ensuring assistance reaches every indi-
vidual and family in need as the eco-
nomic fallout of the crisis continues. T

The new task force builds on the

work of the Covid-19 Crisis Non-Profit
Consortium, established by Debbie-
Ann Anderson, Union County Director
of Human Services. The group has
coordinated the resources of county
and nonprofit organizations. The task
force members include the Union
County departments of Human Ser-
vices and Economic Development, the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey,
United Way of Greater Union County,

Premiere Stages at Kean Univ. Tells  2020
Premiere Senior Endeavor Award Winners
UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-

fessional theatre company in residence
at Kean University, has named Grace
McGory, Christopher Grant and Becky
Gibby as the winners of the Premiere
Senior Endeavor Awards, a new
playwriting initiative established in re-
sponse to the challenges of Covid-19.

The Premiere Senior Endeavor
Awards offer unique opportunities to
seniors in three categories: the High
School Senior Endeavor Award, given
to a rising senior who will be completing
his/her/their junior year of high school in
May or June of 2020, the College Senior
Endeavor Award, given to a Kean Uni-
versity senior who graduated from Kean
in May of 2020 and the NJ Senior En-
deavor Award presented to a senior who
is currently residing in a New Jersey
residential community (Assisted Living
or Independent Living).

Grace McGory, a rising senior at
Pascack Hills High School in Montvale,
NJ, is the winner of the High School
Senior Endeavor Award for her play
Enter Benvolio.   She is an active par-
ticipant in PHHS’s theater program and
the Gay-Straight Alliance. Grace has
participated in multiple NaNoWriMos,
and is a recent recipient of the
Governor’s Award in Arts Education
for her short story Heart to Hart.

Recent Kean University graduate Chris-
topher Grant of Linden, NJ, is the winner
of the College Senior Endeavor Award

for his play Running with Scissors. Chris
is enrolled in the Equity Membership
Candidate Program and recently obtained
a Bachelor of Arts Theatre degree at Kean
University.  His one act play A Weed in a
Cold Dry Patch was presented at Kean.
Mr. Grant is an actor and writer who
wishes to create more works of art to tell
stories often left untold.

Becky Gibby, a resident of Lantern
Hill Senior Living Community in Provi-
dence, NJ is the winner of the NJ Senior
Endeavor Award for her play Corona
Farewell. Becky Gibby wrote her first
play at the age of 12 entitled Jane and
the Sunflower Fairies. Thus began a
lifetime of creating dramatic works for
various age groups. Her literary writ-
ings include a young adult historical
novel, Forged in Philadelphia (Abbott
Press) and a picture book I Walked My
Dog Around the Pond (Mascot Books).
A sequel, I Walk My Dog Around the
Town (Mascot Books) is due for re-
lease Fall 2020.

Honorable Mentions went to Teva
Alon from Bergen County Academics
in Hackensack, Olivia Landolfi from
Immaculate Heart Academy in the
Township of Washington, Claire
Munley from Red Bank Regional High
School in Red Bank, and Lindsey
Polevoy from Bergen County Academ-
ics in Hackensack in the High School
category; Nicole Gable, Emily
Niemeyer and Arly Rubens in the Col-

lege category; and Donna Neithe from
Canterbury Village in West Orange, NJ
in the Senior category.

All three winners will receive $1000
and a virtual developmental reading
with a professional cast, director and
dramaturg. The Senior Endeavor Award
readings will be presented this Fall- a
date will be announced at a later time.
Additionally, the high school winner
receives a letter of recommendation to
support Fall college applications, the
college winner is offered a paid six-
month Literary Internship at Premiere
Stages, and a Premiere Stages Legacy
Residency will be provided to the com-
munity where the winning Senior writer
lives. Honorable Mention playwrights
will receive an honorable mention cer-
tificate and an honorarium of $100
each. The project has been sponsored
through a sustained funding gift from
longtime Premiere Stages donors W.
John Bauer and Nancy Boucher.

All accepted entries were one-act
plays inspired by or in response to the
challenges of COVID-19. Their con-
tent could directly relate to issues sur-
rounding the virus or could be more
abstractly related.  Plays could be auto-
biographical or can be completely fic-
tional; an application form asked two
simple questions about the author’s
experiences. Submissions were limited
to writers in one of the above categories
who reside in New Jersey.

Union County Meals-on-Wheels, St.
Joseph’s Social Services Center, the
Salvation Army of Elizabeth, Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jersey
and the Community Bank of New Jer-
sey.

The task force will also address un-
derlying food insecurity issues that have
been exacerbated by the Covid-19 cri-
sis including untreated mental illness,
inadequate school-based nutrition pro-
grams for children, unemployment and
lack of affordable child care.

Freeholder Granados noted that
county employees joined members of
the Freeholder Board and volunteers
from nonprofit organizations and be-
gan distributing boxes of shelf-stable
food and fresh produce in May. Union
County has also organized food dona-
tions for thousands of residents in part-
nership with the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey, United Way
of Greater Union County, local social
service agencies, other civic organiza-
tions and many individual volunteers
and donors.

Since March, Union County’s Divi-
sion on Aging in the Department of
Human Services has delivered more
than 200,000 meals to seniors and other
home-bound residents, including more
than 100,000 meals delivered to se-
niors who cannot use congregate meal
sites due to Covid-19 safety precau-
tions.

Jewish Family Services and the Union
YM-YWHA have delivered a total of
almost 12,000 kosher meals between
March and August. In addition, a two-
week supply of shelf-stable food was
provided to more than 2,000 seniors
through the Meals on Wheels program.
Human Services has also provided food
to more than 150 families since March.

In addition, a newly announced part-
nership between the Freeholder Board
and Kean University will enlist student
volunteers to help support a series of
large scale, drive-up food distribution
events organized by Union County and
the Community FoodBank at the
school’s campus on Morris Avenue in
Union Township, which is also the site
of the free Union County Drive-Through
Covid-19 Test Center. The food distri-
bution events will take place on days
when the test center is not in use.

To date, Union County has received
$399,000 from the federal Families
First Coronavirus Response Act to fund
meals for seniors through September
2021 and $759,656 for meals through
the federal CARES Act.

For food and other assistance, Union
County residents can call the Depart-
ment of Human Services Action Line at
(888) 845-3434 or (908) 558-2288, or
email DHSAction@ucnj.org.

Seniors age 60 and older can call
the Division on Aging toll-free at
(888) 280-8226 or call (908) 527-
4870. Spanish speakers may call (908)
527-4863.
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Check the Events tab on the website or visit our          

Facebook page for all Zoom login information.  

www.wmlnj.org              www.facebook.com/wmlnj 

ZOOM TO THE LIBRARY S WEBSITE  
FOR THREE EXCITING ONLINE PROGRAMS! 

Tales of Theodore Roosevelt:  

 

Tuesday, September 15 at 12:00 noon  

Electronic Violinist  

Deni Bonet 
Wednesday, September 16 
At 7:00 pm   

Trivial Pursuit  

for Teens and Adults 

September 15 at 7:00 pm 
(16+years) 

Deni Bonet 

When Travel Resumes,
Consider These Spots

Mixing
With Zest

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

Fred Rossi for The Leader/Times Travel Series
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL...You can almost see purple mountains majesty at
Hyatt Regency Scottsdale Resort & Spa At Gainey Ranch in Arizona.

 BStreetBand to Perform
At Drive-In Concert

COUNTY –While the real “Boss,”
has not played any live shows this
year, fans of his music will be able
enjoy a highly-regarded tribute act,
the BStreetBand, as  the Union
County Freeholders present them in
a drive-in concert on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20th, at the Union County
Vocational Technical Schools Cam-
pus on 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains. Ray Andersen and Friends
will open the show, which is sched-
uled to start at 7:30 p.m.

Anyone interested in attending must
reserve a spot for the free show online
at www.ucnj.org/concert-register .
First-come, first-served. The regis-
tration link goes live on Tuesday,
September 8th, beginning at 9 a.m.

“As so many New Jersey residents
do, I enjoy the music of Bruce
Springsteen, and the BStreetBand
presents a compelling and enjoyable
show,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “We encour-
age our residents to come out for a
free night of entertainment and great
music in a safe setting.”

To help promote social distanc-
ing, no walk-ups, bikes or chairs are
permitted. Vehicles will be arranged
at least 6 feet apart with adequate
social distancing. Port-o-johns and

wash stations will be available.
Masks will be required when using
the port-o-johns. Attendees must stay
in their vehicles (unless they need to
use the port-o-johns). Those who are
attending can bring their own food,
and non-alcoholic drink. Alcohol is
prohibited.

The BStreetBand, formerly known
as “Backstreets,” claims to be the
first band in the world to do a unique
tribute to a live performer, begin-
ning in 1980 with their first show in
Asbury Park. There are now an esti-
mated 140,000 tribute bands follow-
ing their lead and performing all
over the world.

Nearly 6,000 performances later,
they describe themselves as the
“hardest working tribute band” on
the circuit with 175+ shows per year
throughout the country. For more
information on the BStreetBand,
please go to: https://
www.bstreetband.com/

Gluten-Free Apple &
Blueberry Crumble

If you’ve ever made my Chewy
Almond Chocolate Chip Cookies, this
recipe uses a very similar base for the
crust. It’s savory, slightly sweet and
just the right amount of gooey. Enjoy!

Ingredients:
· 1/2 (heaping) cups frozen blue-

berries
· 1 green apple peeled,

cored, and diced small
· 3 tablespoons butter

(and a little extra for
greasing your pan)

· 3 and 1/4 cup + 2
tablespoons almond
flour

· ½ teaspoon cinna-
mon

· 2 twists of a salt
grinder (or about ¼ tea-
spoon)

· 1 ½ teaspoon baking
powder

· ¾ cup maple syrup
· 4 tablespoons coconut oil
· 3 tablespoon brown sugar
· 1 tablespoon sugar
Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 350 de-

grees Fahrenheit
2. Melt ~3 tablespoons of unsalted

butter in a skillet over low heat
3. Once the butter is melted, add

your frozen blueberries and diced
apples

4. Add two tablespoons of brown
sugar and mix well

5. Sauté until fruit is soft and the
mixture starts to lightly simmer. The
blueberries will start to burst (~10
minutes), making the fruit mixture a

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Leader/Times

Summer Travel Series

Like you, I very much look for-
ward to the day when I can resume
traveling around the U.S. and
abroad and discover new places to
see, new food to sample—and in-
teresting new places to spend the
night.  There are a bunch of memo-
rable and interesting places we’ve
called home for a night or two or
three over the years, and here are
some of my favorites to consider as
you make plans to make travel plans
again.

I can’t imagine another place
knocking Villa Agape in Florence,
Italy off the top spot of best places
I’ve stayed.  We were there for a
week a few summers back, and if we
had been forced to stay there and
not leave the premises for the dura-
tion of our stay, we would not have
objected.  Located a vigorous walk
or a short car ride up from the Arno
River, this former monastery is situ-
ated on 20 acres of gorgeous prop-
erty filled with cypress and olive
trees, breathtaking gardens and
plenty of terraces where you can sit
quietly and read with a glass of one
of the many wines from the hotel’s
extensive collection.

The breakfast each morning of-
fered numerous options and could
be eaten outside.  The rooms them-
selves are spacious and we found
the staff to be so pleasant and help-
ful.  Villa Agape doesn’t have din-
ner service but late every afternoon,
complimentary hors d’oeuvres are
available.  The neighborhood is
quiet and taking a late-night stroll
on the winding streets is highly rec-
ommended.  We did so at midnight
and when we paused to look out
over the Tuscany valley, we could
hear in the distance opera being
sung by someone out an open win-
dow.  I’ve recommended this place
to more people than anywhere I’ve
stayed.  But if you still need con-
vincing, visit Villa Agape’s website.
I guarantee you’ll be instantly
hooked.

Number two on my list is the
Loch Ness Country House Hotel in
the Scottish Highlands.  Situated
just outside of Inverness and a few
miles north of the home of the Loch
Ness Monster, this stately property
will transport you a few centuries
back in time to when it served as a
hunting lodge for the upper crust.
The high level of elegance is evi-
dent everywhere: the grounds, the
service, the guest rooms and suites
and dining rooms in the Georgian-
style main building, and the cot-
tages a short walk away.  We stayed
in a cottage that was far more spa-
cious than expected and afforded
us picturesque views of the coun-
tryside and the star-filled sky that
never got completely dark due to
us being so far north in the sum-
mer.  The food at the restaurant
was some of the best I have had,
period.  I would recommend this
place, located about a three-hour
train ride from Edinburgh and
Glasgow, to everyone—singles,
couples and families.

Another favorite, this one closer
to home, is The Standard, the ulti-
mate in hipness located in
Manhattan’s Meatpacking District.
The elevated Highline urban park
slices underneath the 18-story build-
ing that sits astride the West Side
Highway.  Its rooms feature floor to
ceiling, wall to wall windows offer-
ing stunning views of the east side,
west side, all around the town.  There
are plenty of on-site spots to eat and
drink, including a noisy nightclub
and a comfortable outdoor rooftop
lounge with unbeatable views—es-
pecially after dark—of lower Man-
hattan, New Jersey and Brooklyn
and all of the lights of the city that
never sleeps.

Another nearby favorite, where
we always stay when we head down
the shore, is the wonderful Hotel
Tides in Asbury Park.  If you want
to avoid the all-weekend party at-
mosphere found at some of the big-
ger hotels, the Tides is the place to
go.  It’s located four blocks inland
right in the middle of a residential
neighborhood so things tend to get
quiet much earlier than at the ocean-

front.  Its swimming pool is only
open during the day.  In-room gath-
erings at night are also frowned
upon so your sleep will not be dis-
turbed by noisy people carrying on
at all hours.  The guest rooms are
comfortable, the staff is friendly
and the Tides’ restaurant is the best
in Asbury Park, in my opinion.  And
its charming lounge and lobby area
is a perfect place to relax after a day
at the beach.

For postcard-like views and real-
life purple mountains majesty,
there’s the Hyatt Regency Scottsdale
Resort and Spa at Gainey Ranch in
Scottsdale, Ariz., which looks like
it jumped off the pages of a top-
flight travel magazine.  The grounds
are exquisite, many of the rooms
grouped together in small clusters
so that noise from adjoining rooms
is non-existent and the service ev-
erywhere on the 27-acre property is
unbeatable.  There is golf, swim-
ming pools, a small man-made
beach, spa facilities and excellent
on-site restaurants.

For one of the best views of the
Los Angeles area, try the Hotel An-
geleno, located near the intersec-
tion of Sunset Blvd. and the 405
freeway.  Its top-floor lounge pro-
vides views of Beverly Hills, the
nearby beaches, the Hollywood hills
and downtown.  The hotel is near
pretty much everything: Brentwood,
the UCLA campus, Beverly Hills,
the Getty Museum and Hollywood
as well as the beach.

If you’re looking to visit Las Ve-
gas but want to avoid having gam-
bling in your face, the Vdara Hotel
& Spa is located smack in the middle
of all the action.  The big differ-
ence, though, is its lack of a ca-
sino—and what a welcome treat.
And if you do like to gamble, what
a welcome escape the Vdara is from
all the bells and whistles once you’ve
lost your shirt at the tables.  And its
amazing spa provides a great es-
cape from everything as does the
Vdara’s beautiful pool area.

My favorite city of all  is
Amsterdam, and my favorite place
to stay there is the W Hotel, which
is located in two buildings across
the street from each other and a
short walk from pretty much every-
thing the city has to offer.  The guest
rooms, many of which are irregu-
larly shaped and quirky, are very
comfortable and filled with inter-
esting decor.  A lounge and restau-
rant on the top floor of one building
is great place to spend an evening
and enjoy views of the city.  The
other building also houses an in-
credible spa that we always make a
point to visit at least one time dur-
ing our stays.

beautiful blue color. Remove from
heat and set aside.

6. While the fruit is sautéing, start
making your dough by mixing to-
gether almond flour, cinnamon, salt,
baking powder, and maple syrup

7. Melt your coconut oil in the
microwave for about 20 seconds and
add to the dough mixture

8. Grease a 9x9x2 baking pan with
butter, coating the bot-
tom of the pan and all
sides

9. Save about 1 cup of
the dough and set to the
side

10. Pour the remain-
ing dough into the bak-
ing sheet and spread it
around until it covers the
entire bottom of the pan
(it will be sticky, and
that’s okay! I find it’s
easier to use hands dur-
ing this step rather than
a spatula)

11. Bake for 12 min-
utes or until the dough is lightly brown
and has risen slightly

12. Pour your fruit mixture over the
dough, making sure to include all the
juices from the pan

13. In a separate bowl, mix to-
gether one tablespoon of brown sugar
and one tablespoon of regular sugar

14. Sprinkle about half of your
sugar mixture over the fruit

15. Crumble bits of your remaining
dough over the top of the fruit

16. Sprinkle with the remaining
sugar mixture or use less is you like

17. Bake for 10 minutes or until the
dough on the top is lightly brown. Let
it cool and enjoy!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2188

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE DEMOLITIONS RE-
QUIREMENTS OF THE TOWN
CODE

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
September 8, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2190

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2190, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on September 8, 2020 and was read
for the first time. This Ordinance will be
further considered for final passage by
said Town Council at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
at a meeting beginning at 8:00 p.m. on
September 22, 2020 or at any time and
place to which such meeting may be ad-
journed. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning
such Ordinance. If the meeting on Sep-
tember 22, 2020 must be held virtually due
to COVID-19, the public hearing will be
held digitally with a link/meeting ID to be
made available on the Town of Westfield’s
website (www.westfieldnj.gov) in advance
of the meeting.

Copies of this ordinance are available in
full at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

General Ordinance No. 2190 is summa-
rized as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
AMENDING THE EXTERIOR
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
CODE

SUMMARY:

Amends Chapter 35, “Exterior Prop-
erty Maintenance Code” of the Code of
the Town of Westfield as follows:

Addition of Section 35.1.1, “Title; Policy”
Purpose”:

(a) Title. This chapter shall be known
as the “Exterior Property Maintenance
Code of the Town of Westfield” and will
hereinafter in this chapter be referred to as
“the Exterior Property Maintenance Code.”

(b) Findings and declaration of policy.
It is found and declared that there exist in
the Town of Westfield vacant lots and
premises used for residential and nonresi-
dential purposes which are or may be-
come in the future substandard with re-
spect to structure or maintenance and,
further, that such conditions, including,
without limitation, structural deterioration;
lack of maintenance of the exterior of pre-
mises; uncontrollable growth of grass,
weeds, or invasive plant species; and in-
festations of vermin are or could become
injurious to the public health, safety, and
welfare.

(c) Purpose. This Exterior Property
Maintenance Code sets forth standards
with respect to structures and premises,
establishes minimum maintenance stan-
dards for the exterior of all premises, fixes
the responsibility of owners and occupants
of premises, provides for remedial actions
and penalties, and is intended to be en-
forced to protect the values of adjacent
properties, health and safety standards
and to maintain the aesthetics of the Town;

Amends and supplements Section

35-3.2, “Terms Defined” to include
meanings for various terms.

Amends Section 35-7.9, “Grass and
Other Plant Growth,” as follows:

(a) All premises shall be maintained
free from grass growth, weeds or other
invasive plant species growth which are
detrimental to the public health and wel-
fare, or excessively overgrown as com-
pared to the character and condition of the
surrounding properties and where the
same could constitute a blighted condition
or public nuisance.

(b) Failure to control the spread of
such grass growth, weeds, or other inva-
sive plant species growth beyond the
boundaries of a resident’s property is a
violation of this Chapter. All new in-ground
plantings of invasive plant species are
strictly prohibited. All existing plantings
must be contained by appropriate physical
barriers to prevent the growth or spread of
existing invasive plant species beyond the
boundaries of a resident’s property.

(c) Whenever grass growth, weeds,
or invasive plant species growth as de-
fined by this Chapter is found on any plot of
land, lot or any other premises or place,
and is found to lack appropriate physical
barriers to prevent the spread or growth of
the species, or is found to have spread
beyond the boundaries of a property, a
notice or order shall be given to the owner
of the property from which the invasive
plant species has spread, in writing, to
remove or abate the invasive plant spe-
cies within the time allotted by this Chap-
ter. The cost of all remedies, including the
removal of plantings of invasive plant spe-
cies, shall be borne by the property owner.

Amends Code, Section 35-10.3, “Con-
tents of Notices and Orders,” as fol-
lows:

A notice or order pursuant to this Exte-
rior Property Maintenance Code shall:

(a) Be in writing.
(b) Include a description of the real

estate sufficient for identification.
(c) Include a statement of the reason

or reasons why it is being issued.
(d) In the case of a condemnation

order, include a date by which the pre-
mises must be vacated and closed up.

(e) If applicable, include a correction
order allowing fourteen (14) days for the
repairs and improvements required to bring
the premises into compliance with this
Exterior Property Maintenance Code. The
recipient of said notice may apply in writing
for an extension of time for such work to be
completed to the enforcement officer which
may be granted or denied at the discretion
of the enforcement officer. A shorter time
period may be required by the enforce-
ment officer if in his opinion it is required for
reasons of public safety.

(f) Include an explanation of the
owner’s right to seek modification or with-
drawal of the notice or order by petition of
appeal to the Exterior Property Mainte-
nance Code Committee, or in the case of
a demolition order, include a date by which
application for a restraining order may be
made to a court of competent jurisdiction.

(g) Include a statement of the penal
and remedial provisions available to the
Town for noncompliance.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $130.56

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, and in order to
comply with the Executive Orders signed
by Governor Murphy and in an effort to
follow best practices recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control
(CDC) PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an
application for development, Application
No. ZBA-20-001 to be located in Zone
ORC, on the premises known as the Ad-
dress: 189 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey, Block No. 312, Lot No. 13,
has been submitted by Applicant:  Dr.
Mehdi Saber/SEAK, Holdings, LLC c/o Dr.
Mehdi Saber, 191 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments and any such other variances/waiv-
ers as may be required in order to allow:

The property is located in the ORC Of-
fice Residential Character District.  The
Applicant is seeking a D(3) Conditional
Use Variance for the conversion of an
existing rear structure 189A North Avenue
formerly used as a machine shop and
clock manufacturing facility into a single
family residential unit. The front structure
189 North Avenue is a one-family house.
The Conditional Use requirements requires
a principal non-residential use to be lo-
cated on the first floor.  Structure 189A
North Avenue has no such non-residential
use.  Applicant is requesting two residen-
tial units consisting of two separate struc-
tures on one tax lot.

Applicant is also seeking preliminary
and final site plan approval incorporating
the property at 191 North Avenue which it
owns to facilitate access, egress and park-
ing.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will
conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
on the application of the undersigned, at
which time all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to he heard. This
hearing will be electronically presented as
described below on September 21, 2020,
at 7:45 p.m. Residents who wish to attend
and participate in the virtual meeting for

purposes of participating or making a pub-
lic comment at the hearing on the Applica-
tion should follow the instructions and com-
plete the registration form available by
activating the link to the VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING that will be included on the
meeting agenda for the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, which will be posted on the
Township of Cranford’s website at least 48
hours prior to the date of the scheduled
hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are not available for public inspection
at the building due to the CO VID-19 public
health emergency.  Anyone interested in
reviewing the Application, plans and re-
lated documents may inform counsel for
the Applicant identified below or the Board’s
administrator, Ms. Kathy Lenahan; office
telephone (908) 709-7211; or, email: K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org, that they wish
to receive copies of same and the
Applicant’s counsel shall then be required
to deliver to the member(s) of the public
the Application, plans and documents ei-
ther electronically or by delivery of hard
copies to the person requesting the mate-
rials.

THIS HEARING WILL BE A VIRTUAL
HEARING. THE LINK TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE VIRTUAL HEARING IS AS FOL-
LOWS: meet.google.com/gio-opja-qzh
Phone number to call in: 1-470-310-0979
(PIN: 129823155).

The Applicant reserves the right to
supplement this application and/or seek at
the time of hearing such other approvals,
interpretations, variances and/or waivers
as may be requested or required by the
applicant or the Township of Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment and such other
variances, relief, exemptions, deviations
and/or waivers that may be required upon
an analysis of the plans and testimony at
the VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING on the
application.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Telephone: 908.272.6900

Email: goodmanlaw23@outlook.com
Attorney for:

Dr. Mehdi Saber/SEAK Holdings, LLC
1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $95.37

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF FORMAT

SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 173, the Township of
Scotch Plains will conduct the September
15, 2020 Conference-Business Meet-
ing beginning at 7:00 p.m., in the Council
Chambers of the Township of Scotch Plains
Municipal Building (430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076). There
will be limited capacity for this meeting.
Seating will be limited to 14 attendees, on
a first come/first seated basis.  Addition-
ally, there will be an informal presentation
of honorary resolutions and proclamations
beginning at 6 p.m. on the front steps of the
municipal building.  If attending in-person,
please ensure that you bring a mask and
ensure proper social distancing.

PLEASE NOTE, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the “Open Public Meet-
ings Act”) Business Meeting will be open to
the public by electronic means, and as
such, members of the public may view the
meeting by livestream on our public ac-
cess Channels FIOS 22 and Comcast
34; or on the Township’s Facebook Page;
and Public Comment will be available
through call in during the appropriate com-
ment portions at  (908) 322-2076. The
meeting format is subject to change if
Covid-19 emergency persists or worsens—
please check Township website for up-
dated meeting information—
scotchplainsnj.gov.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties.  Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Times Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the governing body of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on September 8,
2020. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the governing body to be held
at the Municipal Building, at 75 North
Martine Avenue, in the Borough of
Fanwood, on September 21, 2020 at 7:30
o’clock PM. During the week prior to and
up to and including the date of such meet-
ing copies of the full ordinance will be
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Borough Clerk’s
office for the members of the general pub-
lic who shall request the same. The sum-
mary of the terms of such bond ordinance
follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $150,000 FOR IM-
PROVEMENTS TO FOREST
ROAD PARK FOR AND BY
THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
AND, AUTHORIZING THE IS-
SUANCE OF $142,500 BONDS
OR NOTES OF THE BOR-
OUGH FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIA-
TION

Purpose(s):  Improvements to Forest
Road Park

Appropriation:  $150,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $142,500
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A
Section 20 Costs:  $30,000
Useful Life:  15 Years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Kathleen Holmes,
Borough Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Times Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Ben Shaffer Recre-
ation Inc., P.O. Box 844, Lake
Hopatcong, New Jersey 07849

NATURE OF SERVICES: Purchase and
Installation of Playground Equipment for
Sycamore Park through the Educational
Services Commission of New Jersey Co-
operative System, Contract No. ESCNJ
20/221-02. Original order amended to re-
place and add a unit that includes addi-
tional features for a difference of
$23,263.46.

DURATION: One-year term
AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $89,651.48

with $59,651.48 charged to the Park Im-
provement Trust Fund (T-05-600-076) and
$30,000.00 charged to Kids Recreation
Trust Fund Grant (0-01-55-900-232) un-
der PO #20-02472 prepared in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/10/20, The Leader Fee: $24.99
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August 16, 2019: Being mer-
ciful was not on top-seeded St.
Anthony’s agenda when they
hosted eighth-seeded St. Michael
in the first round of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 16. St.
Anthony tagged St. Michael with
six runs in the first inning, six

runs in the third inning then added
two more in the fifth to secure a
14-3 triumph and to remain in
the winners bracket of the double
elimination tournament, while St.
Sebastian slipped into the play-
back bracket.

St. Anthony mound ace Frank
Chupko yielded just one run in the
first inning then held the Seb men
scoreless for the next five innings
until he finally decided to become
merciful by permitting two runs in
the top of the seventh inning.
Chupko allowed just one walk and

yielded 12 hits. St. Michael lead-
off hitter Brian Weber, who scuffed
home base twice, had three of
those hits, including a double —
the only extra base hit off Chupko.
Nash Warfield went 2-for-3 with
an RBI.

Nam-June Joe was the man
“impossible to get out” for St.
Anthony as he went 3-for-3 with
a double and four RBI, while scor-
ing twice. Varo Baboomian
reached base in all three at-bats
also, which included a double,
and scored all three times. Bob
McGuinness (RBI) singled twice
reached on an error and scored
all three times. Bob Camisa belted
a two-run triple, singled and
scored twice. John Greenblatt

singled twice, scored twice and
had an RBI, while Gerry Riepe
singled twice and scored once.

August 16, 2019: Dave Merkel
went 4-for-4 and had four RBI to
pace the St. Joseph offense dur-
ing a 15-2 victory over St.
Sebastian in a first round St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoff game played on
August 16 at Farley Field in Scotch
Plains. The annual playoffs fea-
ture a double elimination format.
The victory puts second seed St.
Joseph (14-7) into the winners’
bracket while seventh-seeded St.
Sebastian (5-15-1) must now
fight for survival in the losers’
bracket.

August 15, 2018: “It ain’t
over until it’s over” came to mind
on two distinct occasions during

the Union County Senior 60+ A
Division Softball League playoff
elimination game between
fourth-seeded Yogi’s Boys and
fifth-seeded Awnings Galore at
Memorial Field 3 in Linden on
August 15. But Yogi’s Boys en-
dured a 6-1 deficit to pull off a 7-
6, come from behind victory and
to advance to the best-of-three
semifinal round to face top-
seeded Liberty Lighting Group.

Prior to the sixth inning, both
pitchers, Joe DePiero (Yogi’s) and
Tom Colandro (Awnings) were
keeping their opponents’ offense
off-balance. Colandro kept Yogi’s
Boys scoreless through the first
four innings, allowing just four
singles and one double, while
walking no one. Yogi’s scored its

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SOCCER SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Abigail Ganley, Caroline McCaffery,
Meagan Montague, Anna Kalafatis and Lindsay Wielgus. Not pictured: Katelyn Normann and
Maggie Roman (Late August 2017).

David B. Corbin (August 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD ACTION AT SECOND...Charlie Brown’s shortstop Tony Wargo leaps to avoid a collision
with American Legion’s Kyle Williams as Charlie second baseman Todd Simo looks on at Jerseyland
Field (August 8, 2018).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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first run in the bottom of the fifth.
In the meantime, DePiero allowed
just three runs and six hits, with
one run on two hits in each of the
first, fourth and fifth innings.

Joe Massimino was the big gun
for Yogi’s Boys, who totaled 15
hits, with a booming bases-loaded
triple in the sixth inning, while
scoring once. Mark Mariski tripled,
singled and scored twice. Tom
Straniero (run scored) went 2-
for-2 with a double and drew the
game’s only walk. Frank DeLuca

singled twice as did Rich Wilson,
who had the game-winning RBI
single. Jeff Polston had the game-
tying RBI single and scored the
game-winning run.

August 15, 2018: Todd Simo
belted two home runs and
knocked in five runs to power
Charlie Brown’s over Vicki’s
Diner/Gashouse Gorillas, 15-3,
in the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League single elimination
Championship game played on
August 15 at Brookside Park in

Scotch Plains. Simo’s day would
have been even bigger but his
third of the day, a solo shot in the
top of the eighth inning was dis-
allowed due to a maximum home
run rule that was in effect.

Simo’s return to productivity
could not have come at a better
time for his team. In top-seeded
Gashouse Gorillas, the second-
seeded Charlie Brown’s squad
was facing a powerful hitting team
that featured one of the best 1-2
punches in the league in leadoff

hitter Jason Hoynoski and sec-
ond hitter Nick Buontempo.
Hoynoski alone had blasted out
six home runs in his team’s three-
game series win over Sofa Kings
in the semifinal round. But on
this day, with the championship
on the line, it was Simo who
carried the big stick and pitcher
Frank Mastrocola who held the
Gorillas in check.

August 16, 2018: Scott
Mugele was a one-man wrecking
crew, driving in as many runs as

the opponents totaled in a 16-9
victory by top-seeded Deegan
Roofing in Game 1 of the best-of-
three semifinal series over fourth-
seeded Linwood Inn in the Union
County Senior 50+ A Division
playoffs at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on August 16.
Deegan Roofing won the regu-
lar-season standings with a 17-5
record, while Joe Max Telecom
gained the second seed with a
15-6 record. Phenomenal Boyz

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN THE MIDDLETOWN SOUTH QUARTERBACK...Raider Nick Palazzollo,
No. 34, brings down the Middletown South quarterback during a scrimmage game in Scotch Plains
on August 22, 2017.

David B. Corbin (2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EASY PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE...St. Michael first baseman Kevin Coupe gets the putout on St.
Anthony’s Tom Litterio in the second inning of the first round playoff game at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 16, 2019.

This page is brought to you by:

Frank D. Isoldi, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
908-787-5990  •  www.theisoldicollection.com
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finished 12-8 to receive the third
seed and Linwood Inn finished
the regular season with an 11-10
record.

Jerseyland Field has no fences
so Mugele had to leg out two of
his three home runs, although
his first home run was automatic
since he sent it into the basket-
ball court beyond right field.
Mugele finished 4-for-4 with a
pair of three-run homers, a two-
run homer and an RBI double for
nine RBI.

The Deeganators totaled 22

hits and Kevin Woodring donated
three of them, while scoring three
times and adding an RBI. John
Garced rapped a pair of singles
and scored three times. Mike
Juchnik singled twice and scored
twice in his two at-bats. Aware of
the outfielders playing way back
when he stepped to the plate,
long ball hitting Farlan Alusik,
who scored twice, decided to plop
a pair of singles into mid-
centerfield. Joe DiFabio singled
and had an RBI double in his two
plate appearances.

August 23, 2017: St.
Sebastian used a five-run sec-
ond inning to vault themselves
past St. Wolfgang, 5-1, in a St
Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League
second round playoff match-up
held on August 23 at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains. Frank
Samuelian provided the big hit
with a three-run double, while
pitcher Mike Kozlowski kept the
St. Wolfgang offense from howl-
ing throughout the contest.

August 24, 2017: Six was the
magic number for the top-seeded

Deegan Roofing men who nailed
down a 30-7 victory over sec-
ond-seeded Linwood Inn in Game
1 of the best two out of three
series of the Union County Se-
nior 50+ Softball League A Divi-
sion Championship held at Me-
morial 2 Field in Linden on Au-
gust 24. The Deeganators ham-
mered six home runs, five over
the fence, and scored six runs,
ended via the league’s six-run
rule, in each of the first five
innings. The Roofers also
pounded out six hits in each of

the first four innings and added
four more in the fifth inning to
total 28 hits.

The Deegan Roofers, who fin-
ished the regular season with a
23-0 record, extended their win-
ning streak to 59 straight, which
began during the 2015 season.
Additionally, the Roofers are only
one win away from claiming their
fourth consecutive A Division
championship.

Scott Mugele was the first hit-
ter to put one over the fence

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR ACTION...The Westfield Blue Devils football team, top, mixes it up during a Blue & White scrimmage on August 19, 2017. The Cranford boys soccer team, below, is ready to
get the fall season in high gear.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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when he launched a two-run
homer over the right field fence
in the third inning. Mugele also
rapped a two-run double, singled
and scored all three times. Nick
Russo raised eyebrows with a
two-run homer over the leftfield
fence in the same inning. He also
added an RBI single and a double,
while scoring all three times.

Tom Baldowski hammered a
three-run shot over the leftfield
fence in the fourth inning, doubled

and scored both times. Charlie
Collins followed up with a two-
run blast in the same inning to go
with his RBI triple and double,
while scoring all three times.
Farlan Alusik crushed a solo
homer and scored twice. But
Kevin Woodring did it the hard
way by beating out a two-run
inside-the-park homer in the sec-
ond inning. He also singled and
scored. Although not blasting a
home run, Kevin Spellman was

clean at the plate with a single, a
two-run triple and an RBI single,
while scoring all three times.

August 16, 2016: Game 1 of
the Union County Senior 50+ A
Division Championship was a
tossup until the top-seeded
Deegan Roofing squad blanked
second-seeded Linwood Inn in
the final inning to hold onto a 5-
4 victory at Memorial Field in
Linden on August 11. However,
Game 2 became a stark contrast

when the Deeganators became
the Terminators scarring home
plate four times in the first inning
then five times each in the third,
fourth and fifth to claim a 19-2
triumph and the crown in a con-
test that was halted in the top of
the seventh due to lightning at
Memorial Field 2 on August 16.

The Deegan wrecking crew was
battering shots all over the field
and nine of their 23 hits went for
extra bases. James Nardello had

a clean slate of extra base hits in
his four plate appearances with
three straight RBI doubles and
an RBI triple, while scoring all
four times. Scott Mugele ripped a
pair of singles, tripled, reached
on a muffed catch in the outfield
and finished with four RBI and
three runs scored. Farlan Alusik,
who also reached base in his four
at-bats, poked three singles,
scored four runs and had three

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IS HE SAFE OR OUT?...St. Wolfgang first base coach Chris Paterek tries to convince the ump when
Bob Camisa steps on first base as St. John Paul II first baseman Floyd Roberts snags the ball in the
fifth inning at Farley Field. He was ruled “Safe” (August 17, 2016).

David B. Corbin (August 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS’ TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, Jake Vall-Llobera, Adam McDaniel,
Jake Dayon, Shea Elliott and Jack McCauley have been selected team captains of the Westfield Blue
Devils football team (late August 2017).

This page is brought to you by:

James Ward Mansion
908-389-0014  •  www.jameswardmansion.com
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RBI. Kevin Spellman rapped three
singles, scored once and had two
RBI. Marty Marks lined a solo
home run, Marty Bernstein
tapped a two-run double and
singled.

August 16, 2016: St. George
beat both St. Joseph and an ap-
proaching storm notching a 12-2
victory in a St. Bart’s Oldtimers
League softball game played on
August 16 at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. Ryan Peters ripped a
grand slam home run to stake St.
George to a commanding early
lead and pitcher Al Betau worked
quickly and efficiently in scatter-
ing 11 hits and allowing just two
runs to St. Joseph. The game
marked the regular-season fi-
nale for each team with both
slated for playoff action later in
the week. Teammate Walt Patrylo

went 3-for-3.
August 19, 2016: Second-

seeded St. Wolfgang outlasted
seventh-seeded St. Matthew,
scoring a 19-15 first-round play-
off win in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers

Softball League. The game was
played August 19 at Farley Field
in Scotch Plains. St. Wolfgang
had to overcome an early three-
run deficit before forging a lead.
St. Matthew fought back to tie
the game twice after that before
St. Wolfgang erupted for seven
runs in the bottom of the fifth to
pull away for good. Pat Nigro
rapped three hits and had four
RBI. Brian Weber had a pair of
doubles and belted out three RBI.

August 21, 2015: Frank
Samuelian and Jay Semple each
had two hits and two RBI to lead
St. George past St. Vincent, 7-2,
at Farley Field in Scotch Plains.
The game was a match-up of two
teams fighting for their lives in
the elimination round of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Playoffs.

The game was a taut defensive
affair with fine pitching perfor-
mances turned in by starters John
Deitch for St. George and Frank
Chupko for St. Vincent. Deitch
held St. Vincent’s to just nine hits
on the game and allowed only
two runs. St. Vincent went score-
less over the game’s final five
innings.

August 18, 2014: Creative
Industries needed a little revenge
after ceding the regular-season
A Division title to Awnings Galore
II in the Union County Senior
60+ Softball League. And they
did! Creative jumped on Awnings
II, 14-8, in Game 1 then took
care of business in Game 2 with
a 16-6 victory at Trembley Point
Field in Linden to claim the A
Division championship.

Leadoff hitter Dana Kimmel went

4-for-4 with a pair of RBI triples,
while scoring once. Brian Williams
whacked a two-run double, an RBI
single and added an RBI
groundout, while scoring once.
Rich Wilson went 3-for-3 and
scored twice, and Larry Berra,
with the help of pinch runner Den-
nis Mosier, tallied a run scored in
all three of his plate appearances.

August 25, 2014: Good for-
tune with the defense put St.
Joseph in the position to strike
offensively at the right time to
eliminate St. John Paul II from
the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League playoffs with a
5-2 victory at Farley Field in
Scotch Plains. After trailing, 2-0,
in the first inning, veteran pitcher
Frank Chupko received some un-
believable fielding, especially

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET TO THE OUTSIDE...Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, tries to
escape the grasp of a Wayne Valley defenseman in the scrimmage game at Memorial Field last week
(Late August 2013).

David B. Corbin (August 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BARELY GETTING UNDER THE TAG...Awnings Galore’s John Rachko, No. 13, just gets under
the tag of Top Line third baseman Tom Beninato’s tag in the fifth inning. Top Line Appliance shelved
Awnings, 14-12 (August 18, 2015).

Support Local Journalism
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from his infield that turned three
double plays, to blank the former
top-seeders the remainder of the
way.

Joe boy Lou Blau whacked a
triple and a key two-run double,
while scoring once. Gene Booth
doubled and tapped a key RBI
single, while scoring once. Kevin
Spellman singled, walked and
scored twice, and Chupko singled
in both of his at-bats and scored
what turned out to be the win-
ning run.

August 26, 2013: Fear and
defeatism in the minds of the
challengers from the onset cre-
ated the stage for a brutal, 16-1,
thrashing by the top-seeded St.
Anthony squad over the eighth-
seeded St. Alexander in the sec-
ond round of the Winners’ Bracket
of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s

Softball League playoffs at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
In a game that took only one
hour to complete, St. Anthony
pitcher Tony Perconte had a four-
hitter rolling until St. Alexander
finally put its only run on the
scoreboard with three hits in the
seventh inning.

Veteran Ed Marchelitis helped
lead the 25-hit pummeling with
three hits, four RBI and one run
scored, in addition to adding
some startling defensive plays at
second base. Perconte had an
RBI with each of his three singles
and scuffed home plate three
times. Kevin Woodring rapped a
pair of singles, scored twice and
had three RBI. As the shortstop,
he initiated one double play and
was the pivot man in another.

August 21, 2012: “King of

the Road” once again! After be-
ing pushed off course for the title
last year, Renda Roads reached
the top once again by toppling
the top-seeded Roselle Ameri-
can Legion, 19-11, in Game 2 to
claim the Union County Senior
50+ A Division championship at
Tremley Point Field in Linden.
The Roadmen won Game 1, 7-5,
at Memorial 2 Field in Linden on
August 16 and were eager to
play on the launching pad with
the short fence at Tremley and
did manage to blast three home
runs. Jim Jimenez jolted a pair of
home runs and finished with four
RBI, and Renda teammate Larry
Cuzzi cracked a three-run shot
and scored twice.

But it was Tom Straniero, who
kept the Roselle defense guess-
ing, as he slashed four hits all

over the field, including an RBI
double that sparked an eight-run
outburst in the second inning.

August 22, 2011: “Make them
pay,” St. Joseph slugger Bruce
Evans said after each of the two
times that he had been inten-

tionally walked. And each time
his team came through as St.
Joseph, top seeded in the Angels
Division, denied fourth-seeded
St. Jude its chance at glory with
a 5-3 victory in the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park.

After Evans received his first
intentional walk, Dave
Weischadle lined a two-run single
to center, and Matt Daly added
an RBI single to left to highlight
a four-run inning. After Evans
was intentionally walked in the
sixth, Jim Barba bashed an RBI
single to left.

Labor Day, 2011: St. George
corralled the notorious St. James
Gang, 9-4, to claim the St. Bart’s
Softball League title. Ron Labin
proved to be the “Shortstop of

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING PAST THE DEFENDERS...Junior flanker Sean Elliott slipped by several defenders to
score a touchdown in the scrimmage game against Somerville on August 31, 2013.

David B. Corbin (September 3013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF THE COLORS...The Lady Blue Devils soccer team and Hunterdon Central Red Devils
battled in a srimmage game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield last week (Late August 2013).
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the Year’. Harold Hopler rapped
a two-run single and added an
RBI sacrifice fly, while Marty
Marks ripped an RBI single,
scored twice and walked twice.

August 18, 2010: The St.
“James Gang” has been crouch-
ing in the basement of the Saints
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League for some
time. Or were they just holding
up in a safe hideout? Brookside
Park became the site of a vicious
ambush, and the victims were
the former division top dogs, St.
David. The James Gang seemed
to be armed by a southern bor-
der cartel, as they riddled the
armor of the unsuspecting St.
Dave men, driving them back-
ward with a 21-hit assault, which
included three triples and three

doubles, en route to a 14-4 rout.
Rob Stratton led the pummel-

ing with a two-run triple, an RBI
triple and a single, while scoring
three times. Leadoff hitter Joe
DeRosa was one of his primary
accomplices with three hits, in-
cluding a double, two runs scored
and an RBI. Two more major
partners in crime were Kevin St.
Onge, who rapped a pair of RBI
singles and added a ground-rule
RBI double, and Paul Newton,
who slapped three singles, had
an RBI and scored twice. Keith
Gibbon’s gun was smoking with
an RBI double and an RBI single,
while scoring twice.

Late August 2009: The
Babooshka men’s softball team
swept second-seeded Awnings
Galore, 20-4 and 10-1, to repeat

as the Union County Senior 50+
Softball League (UCSSL) cham-
pions. The team was led in the
playoffs by Joe Massimino (.933
batting average, 4 HRs), Tony
Williams (.714, 4 HRs), Ed Belford
(.714), Angelo Corbo (.692),
Dave Lavelle (.643) and Tom
Straniero (.625) as the defend-
ing champions had dedicated this
season to Dom Deo, former man-
ager and team founder, who
passed away last August.

August 27, 2008: “It’s going
to be a matter of who lets the
pressure get to them,” Pat
spokesman Keith Gibbons said
prior to the showdown between
St. Patrick and St. Luke for the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League Angels Division
crown. Sometimes you are hot

and sometimes you are not! The
Pat men were hot and the Lukes
were not! After two dismal in-
nings, St. Patrick plated 26 runs
in four innings to become the
better team with a 27-7 victory.

Late August 2007: A-B-C
boys Mike Alleman, Keith Baker
and Mike Chervenyak, as team
captains, look to fulfill Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli’s straightforward
philosophy of “improve every-
day” to guide this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team to a successful season.

Late August 2007: One hun-
dred Blue Devil shirts have been
streaking down the paths of
Westfield’s Tamaques Park in
preparation for a defense of the
Watchung Conference and Union
County title that the Westfield

High School boys cross-country
team captured in 2005 and in
2006. Tri-Captains Alex Tarlow,
Brendan Berkowitz and Evan
Friedman are among six of the
top-seven returning veterans
who intend to lead another deep
pack to a strong season.

August 31, 2006: Tony Will-
iams’ two-run double off the
leftfield fence in the top of the
seventh inning put the emphasis
on a 12-5 victory that earned
Lombardi & Greenkeepers the
Union County 50+ A Division play-
off title at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains. Williams also con-
tributed an RBI single and scored
once. Frank Pepe and Angelo
Corbo, who each scored twice,
and Bill Reichle (2 RBI, run scored)
each tapped three singles.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (August 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUNNED DOWN AT THIRD...Linwood Inn third baseman Jim Sydlo holds up his glove to show
the umpire that he successfully made the putout on Deegan Roofer Joe Massimino in the second
inning at Jerseyland Field on August 21, 2014.

David B. Corbin (August 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN A CARDINAL...The SPF Raider defense brings down a Lawrence Cardinal
during a scrimmage game that involved Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Lawrence and North Brunswick in
Scotch Plains on August 20, 2015.
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Deeganators Deny Douglas for 50+ A Division Crown, 16-8

Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Deeganators Deny Douglas for 50+ A Division Crown, 16-8
more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, September 10, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Deeganators Deny Douglas for 50+ A Division Crown, 16-8



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-11  Thursday, September 10, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

St. Sebastian Startles St. Mike in St. Bart’s Bracket Final, 5-4
Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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