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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A GOOD CAUSE...The Westfield Area Y Clothing Drive was held last Thursday
at the Y's main location on Clark Street in Westfield. All donations are sent to
second-hand stores and benefit the Westfield Y Financial Assistance for child care.

Hillary Shope for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC ART...Artist Rich Janusz projects his artwork onto the wall so he can begin outlining in marker. The mural on the
wall of Ralph’s Famous Italian Ices and Ice Cream at the corner of Park Street and Central Avenue is the first public mural
at a business in Westfield. See story on Page 12.

Westfield BOE Candidates
Air Views In Virtual Forum

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Nine of the 10
candidates running for the Westfield
Board of Education took part in
Thursday’s virtual “Meet the Candi-
dates,” presented by the Westfield
Parent Teacher Council and moder-
ated by Lisa Winkler from the League
of Women Voters.

There are three open positions on
the board this year. Current member
Kent Diamond is running for re-elec-
tion. The other candidates are Sahar
Aziz, Priti Dave, Deborah Feldman-
Kahn, Paul Monusky, Leila Morelli,
Sonal Patel, Eldanidya “Eldy” Pavon,
Wendy Rogers and David Sexton.

Ms. Patel, who is a teacher in an-
other district, was unable to partici-
pate in the virtual event because she
was attending an educational confer-
ence.

Due to the number of participants,
candidates were allowed 90 seconds
to respond to each question and no

rebuttals were permitted. The ques-
tions dealt with communicating with
residents, resources that would ben-
efit the district, school reopening and
the state of athletic fields.

“My role is to listen, be open, be
available and have a conversation,”
said Mr. Diamond, whether it is dur-
ing his children’s activities or at a
board meeting. Other candidates, such
as Ms. Dave, Dr. Feldman-Kahn, Mr.
Monusky, Ms. Rogers, Ms. Pavon
and Ms. Morelli, spoke about using
social media as a way to engage the
community, suggesting surveys as a
possible method. Ms. Aziz said live-
streaming the meetings, similar to
this year’s virtual meetings, would
allow parents who cannot leave their
homes or who get home from work
late to participate and ask questions
in real time.

Four of the candidates, including
Dr. Feldman-Kahn, Ms. Morelli, Ms.
Pavon and Ms. Aziz, said the district
needs more mental health counse-

lors. District facilities and infrastruc-
ture also were at the top of many
candidates’ lists, among them those
of Mr. Diamond, Mr. Monusky, Ms.
Morelli, Ms. Pavon and Ms. Aziz.

Funding additionally was a top pri-
ority. Ms. Pavon suggested hiring a
grant writer to look into more pro-
grams and funding. Mr. Monusky
questioned why some schools had
PTOs paying for grounds or air con-
ditioning and suggested looking into
redistributing some of the budget.
Mr. Diamond said he would use his
experience in the finance world to
help the board look for more re-
sources.

Ms. Rogers, who has a child with
special needs, said she would like
teachers from different departments
to “have more time together” because
she believes that different classrooms
can benefit from some resources that
are already in the district. For ex-
ample, a quiet space in the classroom
for children with autism could be
helpful in a regular-education room
as well. Mr. Sexton agreed with Ms.
Rogers that some of the suggestions
for the district should come from the
“folks in the building.”

Ms. Dave, who answered the ques-
tion last, said she agreed with many of
the other candidates but added that
the students could benefit from cul-
tural experiences outside of the class-
room and that the board needed stu-
dent voices.

Among other suggestions, Mr. Dia-
mond cited technology, while Ms.
Aziz mentioned more robust STEM
programs.

As for school reopening, many can-
didates thanked the district for put-
ting health and safety first and for
reassessing the model on a continu-
ing basis. Ms. Pavon shared a per-
sonal struggle involving her special-
needs son, who regressed after last
year’s switch to remote learning, and
said she would like to see more sup-
port for those students who are strug-
gling, a sentiment echoed by Ms.
Rogers and Ms. Aziz. Dr. Feldman-
Kahn agreed, saying that more sup-
port was needed for students, but

Girl Scout Needs Community
Help to Build Sensory Garden

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School junior Clara Christian is go-
ing for gold — more specifically, a
Gold Award, the highest achievement
in Girl Scouts. Senior Scouts who
pursue their Gold Awards “don’t just
change the world for the better, they
change it for good,” says the Girl
Scouts’ website.

After meeting with Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Ms.
Christian chose to create a sensory
garden for children with special
needs and will call it “Veronica’s
Garden.” Her choice was inspired
by her younger cousin, Veronica,
who has Down syndrome. “She defi-
nitely has motivated me. She has
had a lot of surgeries,” Ms. Chris-
tian told The Westfield Leader. “I
wanted to do something to honor
her.”

After speaking with local businesses,
such as A. Priscoe Irrigation, Scape-
Abilities and Dreyer Farms, Ms. Chris-
tian decided on a variety of plants that
are self-sufficient, sustainable and
serve a sensory purpose. Different
grasses are planned for varied textures
and for the sounds they will make
when wind passes through them. Li-
lacs and lavender are proposed for
their colors and scents while lamb’s
ear will be planted for its soft feel. Ms.
Christian said that she thought about
constructing a small fountain in the
space but that it was too costly.

Ms. Christian chose a spot in
Mindowaskin Park with help from
the Friends of Mindowaskin. The town
also has paved the walkways, making
the area wheelchair accessible. An-
other reason Mindowaskin Park
seemed like a good location was be-
cause of Westfield’s proximity to
Children’s Specialized Hospital, so
children who go there for services
can enjoy the garden. Ms. Christian
said she hopes it will be a “relaxing
space” for everyone, not just those
with special needs.

Ms. Christian joined the Girl Scouts
as a kindergartner and earned her
Bronze and Silver Awards prior to
launching her Gold Award project.
Part of what Ms. Christian loves about
Scouting is doing small things for the
community such as writing cards to
the elderly and preparing care pack-
ages for the homeless.

For her Silver Award project, Ms.
Christian painted a mural at the
Plainfield YMCA. “I realized I could
do things to help people,” she said. “I
just really wanted to focus on some-
thing that was more personal to me
because of my younger cousin.”

A Scout has until September 30 of
their senior year to complete their
project, but due to planting sched-
ules, this fall is the best time to plant.
Ms. Christian’s plans were approved
by the town and Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey earlier in the year.

Clara’s parents, Liz and Jeff Chris-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Cranford Purchases
Over 1,600 Chromebooks

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During the Mon-
day night meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education, Superintendent
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., told board mem-
bers that Daryl Palmieri, interim ex-
ecutive county superintendent, had
visited Cranford Public Schools.

Superintendent Rubin reported that
Mr. Palmieri seemed impressed by
what he saw at the schools. Mr. Rubin
said he told Mr. Palmieri, “Nothing
that the teachers and the staff are doing
is easy. They make it look easy be-
cause they work incredibly hard. They
work incredibly hard to make it look
easy.”

Mr. Rubin also announced that the
individual school and the district Re-
start Committees have reconvened as
a way of gaining feedback on the cur-
rent educational plan so that the dis-
trict can reassess and “enhance what’s
already in place.” The township re-
start committee will meet in the com-
ing weeks.

The board approved the purchase of
more than 1,600 Chromebooks for the
district. Teachers, who have been uti-
lizing smaller student versions, will
receive larger-sized Chromebooks. In
order to purchase these, the board
approved a contract for Bank Fund-
ing, LLC at a 1.63-percent interest rate
for a cost of approximately $117,800
per year for five years.

“I just want to thank everyone who
was responsible for getting the teach-
ers the bigger Chromebooks,” board
member Maria Loikith said.

“(They) have so many obstacles right

now,” she noted, and the new technol-
ogy will help ease those obstacles.
With these new computers, Business
Administrator Robert Carfagno said,
the district will almost be “one to one,”
meaning there is one computer for
each person in the district.

According to Mr. Carfagno, the first
payment for the Chromebooks will be
mostly covered by the additional state
aid the district received with some
additional funds from the schools’
budgets. Moving forward, the remain-
ing payments will be worked into the
overall district budget. The board also
accepted more than $101,000 of addi-
tional funding from the Federal
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) to help
defray costs of reopening schools in
September. “From a financial perspec-
tive ... the budget has not had any
impact” from Covid-19 due to the
relief packages from the CRF and the
county, Mr. Carfagno said.

The board also approved a request
for proposals for a new payroll ser-
vice. Mr. Carfagno said that the pan-
demic pointed out a few issues and that
he thought it was time to see what other
services are available.

In her Co-curricular Committee re-
port, Ms. Loikith revealed that winter
sports will have a shortened season
due to Covid-19. She also said the
annual Performing Arts Gala will be
held virtually this year. It will be live-
streamed via YouTube and TV35. No
date has been given as of yet.

Mr. Rubin said a strategic plan for
special education will be shared at the
next meeting, which will be held on
Monday, October 26.

Restaurants Face Additional
Challenges As Temps Drop

Council Designates Town as
Area In Need of Rehabilitation

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, restaurants have had a
difficult and unsteady year of busi-
ness. Restaurants shut down in-per-
son dining at the beginning of the
pandemic, reopened with outdoor
dining during the spring, saw Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s reversal of the
planned indoor reopening in late June,
and then were permitted 25 percent
of indoor capacity on September 4.

Although Summer 2020 was the
second hottest on record in New Jer-
sey and September was uncharacter-
istically hot and sunny, colder and
rainier weather is moving into the
Garden State. And as the leaves fall,
local restaurant owners need to de-
cide how to safely continue serving
guests.

Timothy Boyle, co-owner of 16
Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro, said the
colder season is “going to be a tough
one.” Right now, the restaurant has a
tent, which has served it well over the
summer and into early fall. But, he
said, 16 Prospect needs to decide if
heaters or a tent would be most ben-
eficial, as heaters are not allowed in
tents. If they choose a tent and it is
cold, then guests might be deterred
from eating outside. But if they choose
heaters and it rains, no one will want
to eat outside.

Kenny Dolan, manager of Sweet
Waters Steak House, said his group is
facing the same problem. Sweet Wa-
ters has heaters now, but he said the
establishment does not have the space
for a tent or most other options be-
cause it needs to leave room on the
sidewalk. The cost of heaters and
propane, he said, also add up rather
quickly.

“Propane is inexpensive,” he said.
“But for the taller, bigger heaters, the
propane tank only lasts eight to 10
hours. So it starts getting cold around
5:30 some nights, so you get two
nights out of a tank. Twenty dollars a
tank, seven nights a week...it gets a
little pricey.”

Mr. Dolan said he is looking into
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act money being al-
located to restaurants for reimburse-
ment of the equipment. He said he is
not sure if the restaurant fully quali-
fies for the requirements but is inter-
ested in it.

16 Prospect is looking into buying
an air purifier system that rids air of
viral particles, with plans to install a
unit in each room, Mr. Boyle said. He
said the business is researching its
effectiveness before investing in the
system.

Mr. Boyle said that as a precaution
against Covid-19, the bistro has cut
down staff to 50 percent in the kitchen
and 30 percent on the floor, with
everyone required to wear masks and
gloves at all times.

“I have a 91-year-old father. I abso-
lutely do not want him to catch this,”
he said. “I fully respect the person
who isn’t comfortable eating indoors.
We’ve taken every precaution we can,
but I still understand.”

Mr. Dolan said he hopes there is an
increase in indoor dining capacity as
the winter comes closer, but he thinks,
“there are some people who will sit
out there when it’s cold and there’s
heaters. It might not be the most en-
joyable dining experience, but if they
feel like coming to Sweet Waters one
night and there’s nothing available
inside due to the restrictions, I think

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council discussed collective
bargaining agreements and pending
litigation in an executive session
prior to its regular meeting Tues-
day. At the regular meeting, the
council passed four ordinances, one
narrowing the scope of five-year
tax abatements on certain proper-
ties, and a handful of resolutions,
including one that declared the en-
tire town as an area in need of reha-
bilitation.

General Ordinance No. 2191,
which was carried unanimously and
with no public comment, amends

the Town Code to require a $2,000
fee per individual dwelling unit to
connect an individual dwelling unit
to the sewer system or to alter, af-
fect or to disconnect and reconnect
a unit to the sewer system.

General Ordinance No. 2192,
which also passed unanimously and

with no questions from the public,
requires the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment (WFD) to review and com-
ment on land-use applications to
“improve the accessibility of appa-
ratus and personnel and can help
mitigate any access issues during a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLOTHES COLLECTION...The Westfield Area Y Clothing Drive was held last
Thursday at the Y's main location on Clark Street in Westfield. All donations are
sent to second-hand stores and benefit the Westfield Y Financial Assistance for
child care.

GARDEN OF HOPE...For its October Garden of the Month, the Garden Club
of Westfield has chosen the beautifully-designed and colorful garden of Erica
and Paul Witte at 341 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield. A selection of annuals
and perennials, including purple celosia, yellow mums, purple catmint and
lavender, are grouped with shrubs of red roses, spirea and Japanese holly.
Hydrangeas and peonies provide additional color at other times of the year. Mrs.
Witte created the “Hope” sign with her 5-year-old daughter at the beginning of
the pandemic.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Forum
added that the staff also needs more
support to help with the increased
workload and mental stress.

The candidates also agreed that the
district fields are in disrepair and that
the burden of maintaining them should
be shared by the district, the town and
possibly private sports programs that
use the fields. Mr. Diamond reported
that the town is paying for a review of
the fields behind Edison Intermedi-
ate School, so this type of work has
already begun.

The evening ended with all of the
candidates complimenting one an-
other in their closing statements. Mr.
Sexton said he was happy to be a part
of a night that celebrated “great opti-
mism for our schools.”

For more information on each can-
didate, visit the board tab on the
district’s website, westfieldnjk12.org.

Planning Board Endorses
Affordable Housing Ordinance

Cranford Council Discusses
First Aid Squad Renovation

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During its work-
shop meeting Tuesday, the Cranford
Township Committee discussed the
Cranford First Aid Squad’s desire
to renovate its headquarters.

In early 2020, the First Aid Squad
came before the committee to dis-
cuss a possible renovation to its
headquarters at 6 Centennial Av-
enue. As things have begun to stabi-
lize since the beginning of the
Covid-19 pandemic, the squad has
reached out to the governing body
once again.

The renovation would require
multiple variances from the
Cranford Zoning Board because the
site is zoned as a residential district
despite it being located in the down-
town. The squad requested the
committee’s inclination to entertain
either the rezoning of the property
or approval to submit the applica-
tion to begin the variance process.
The Township of Cranford owns
the property.

If the property was rezoned to a
Downtown Core or Downtown Busi-
ness district, that would eliminate
the need for almost all of the vari-
ance applications. An alternative to
this would be to rezone it to a unique
zone that would require no variances.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
voiced her support for rezoning the
property from a residential district
to a different zone, saying, “I can’t
see anybody buying that property to
put up a home.”

Mayor Patrick Giblin said
Cranford residents should have in-
put on what the development looks
like as the First Aid Squad is lo-
cated in the center of town. The new
design would be subject to design
guidelines.

All the comments from the meet-
ing will be taken to the First Aid
Squad, and the discussion will be
continued during the committee’s
workshop meeting on Monday, Oc-
tober 26.

During the committee’s official
meeting, also held Tuesday evening,
officials passed Ordinance 2020-
11, an ordinance to amend the Code
of the Township of Cranford, Chap-
ter 255 Land Development, Articles
II and VIII, pertaining to Afford-
able Housing, and to create an aban-
doned properties-to-Affordable
Housing Program. The committee
also passed all resolutions on its
meeting agenda.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
encouraged residents to drop their
ballots at the dropbox at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, and
said this is the most secure way to
vote. She said she would bring her
own ballot there on October 14 and
emphasized the simplicity of the
process, saying, “If I can do it, then
anyone can do it.” Ms. O’Connor
encouraged residents to consider
who they are going to vote for and
to not just start at the top of the
column and go down to the bottom.
A recording of the Cranford candi-
dates’ forum is available on TV35’s
website, and all candidates are avail-
able to talk to people.

The committee also wished a happy
birthday to resident Mary Frigand,
who will celebrate her 100th birthday
on Thursday, October 22.

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After a brief meet-
ing, Cranford Planning Board mem-
bers voted October 7 to recommend
to the Cranford Township Committee
that the ordinance to amend the Code
of the Township of Cranford pertain-
ing to Affordable Housing be adopted.

The board performed a Master
Planconsistency review of Township
Ordinance 2020-11 referred by the
township committee. Upon its review,
the board recommended the town-
ship committee adopt an ordinance to
amend the Code of the Township of
Cranford, Chapter 255 Land Devel-
opment, Articles II and VIII, pertain-
ing to Affordable Housing, and to
create an abandoned properties-to-
Affordable Housing program. In do-
ing so, the planning board had not
found any inconsistencies with the
Master Plan.

Nicolas Dickinson performed a
consistency review of the ordinance
and found nothing that is inconsistent
with the Master Plan. Mr. Dickinson
said the ordinance makes revisions to
much of the township’s existing Af-
fordable Housing ordinances. He said
this new ordinance deals with issues
such as development fees, monitor-
ing recording, the rehabilitation plan
and an inclusionary set-aside require-
ment, and functions to fix and update
terminology.

Mr. Dickinson also spoke about the
Abandoned Properties Rehabilitation
Program. This program would work
with the township to identify aban-
doned properties that could be reha-
bilitated and then added as affordable
units. Mr. Dickinson said this pro-
gram is not inconsistent with the 2018
Housing Element and Fairshare Plan,

nor is it inconsistent with the 2009
Master Plan. In fact, Mr. Dickinson
said, “it furthers many of the goals
from the 2009 Master Plan dealing
with providing a wide range of hous-
ing, encouraging preservation, main-
tenance and restoration of residential
properties and working on a local
rehabilitation program that meets re-
quirements for rehabilitation hous-
ing.”

After hearing Mr. Dickinson’s re-
view of the ordinance, the board
passed a motion to recommend that
Township Ordinance 2020-11 be
adopted by the township committee.

The board also accepted Applica-
tion PB-20-004, Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc., 750 Walnut Avenue,
Block 541, Lot 2, memorializing the
granting of preliminary and final
major site plan approval with excep-
tions to allow for demolition of a
portion of a building and construc-
tion of an addition to another portion
of the building, as well as related site
improvements, on the property. The
board then accepted Resolution PB-
2020-013, recommending that the
properties designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map as Block 541, Lot 2,
Qualifiers C01, C02, C03, C04, C05,
C06 and C07 be designated as a con-
demnation area in need of redevelop-
ment.

A resolution also was passed by the
board to appoint and award a contract
to Jonathan Drill as board attorney
for the year 2020.

A Master Plan consistency of Town-
ship Ordinance 2020-15, which is an
ordinance to amend the Code of the
Township of Cranford, Chapter 255
Land Development, to create Afford-
able Housing Overlay Districts, was
adjourned to a future meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area in Need of Rehab.
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Restaurants
they will tough it out. But again, that’s
not ideal.” Both Mr. Dolan and Mr.
Boyle thanked their customers and
expressed appreciation for the sup-
port of the Westfield area community.
Mr. Dolan said being in Westfield
and having loyal customers support-
ing his business through the whole
pandemic has been incredible.

Mr. Boyle said the support 16 Pros-
pect has received is “astounding.” He
said regulars continued to order take-
out when the restaurant was closed to
in-person dining to support the estab-
lishment. Some customers even took
it a step further.

“We have one customer who would
normally come in one night a week,
and she and her husband normally
spend about $50 apiece. She started
just sending us $50 a week without
ordering anything. People have been
incredibly generous.”

He also said “everyone has been
really respectful of the mandate” and
he has not had any incidents with
guests not following social-distanc-
ing and masking rules.

Mr. Dolan said he appreciates the
support of not just regulars but also
residents of surrounding towns who
have chosen to support small busi-
nesses over national chains during
the pandemic. “It’s not affecting the
Walmarts. They’ll be in business for-
ever. It’s the small mom-and-pops
that are really suffering,” he said.

Mr. Dolan said he is hoping for the
best but that he is concerned that
restaurants are barely getting by and
may be forced to close. Downtown
Westfield Corporation Executive Di-
rector Bob Zuckerman said “the mes-
sage is, we have to support our local
businesses and restaurants this fall
like we’ve never supported them be-
fore. It is essential in order for them to
make it to the other side of this pan-
demic.”

“The better adherence in restau-
rants, the faster this goes away,” Mr.
Boyle said. “My goal is to do my part
because I really want to get back to
regular business as soon as possible.”

call for service.” The WFD will
review applications before the plan-
ning board or zoning board of ad-
justment.

To “help promote economic de-
velopment and sustainability in
Town,” the council passed General
Ordinance No. 2193 to amend the
land-use ordinance of Westfield to
add artisan manufacturing to the
principal uses and structures of four
business districts.

Additionally, the council passed
General Ordinance No. 2194, which
amends General Ordinance No.
2171, to narrow the applicability of
five-year tax abatements on proper-
ties inside the town. The ordinance
is now applicable to properties that
are in town (an area of rehabilita-
tion) and located within “the
Westfield Special Improvement
District” and/or “locally designated
as an Historic Landmark and/or are
located within a locally designated
Historic District pursuant to Gen-
eral Ordinance 2183.”

Councilwoman Linda Habgood
spoke on the ordinance before the
vote to emphasize that the tax abate-
ments are to encourage residents to
designate their home and that the
abatements only apply to improve-
ments.

“It’s basically allowing the same
tax abatement privileges to people
who dedicate their homes and want
to make improvements to them,”
she said. “So any increased value
that would show up on a tax re-
evaluation wouldn’t impact the
owner [for five years].”

The Code Review and Policy
Committee proposed one resolution
to delineate the Town of Westfield
as an area in need of rehabilitation
after a report by Town Planner Don
Sammet and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon found that “a) a majority
of water and sewer infrastructure in
the Study Area is at least 50 years
old and is in need of repair or sub-
stantial maintenance and (b) be-
cause more than half of the housing
stock in the Study Area is at least 50
years old, the Study Area qualifies
as an area in need of rehabilitation
under the Redevelopment Law.” The
designation, the resolution says, “is
expected to prevent further deterio-
ration and promote the overall de-
velopment of the Town of
Westfield.”

Councilwoman Habgood moved
12 resolutions as a package from
the finance policy committee. Coun-
cilman David Contract elaborated

tian, donated the money for the
garden’s irrigation system. How-
ever, Ms. Christian needs help from
the community in order to purchase
the plants and finish the sensory
garden. She is hoping to raise
$1,500. To learn more about the
project or to donate, visit
veronicasgarden.org.

If unable to donate but still wishing
to help, Ms. Christian also needs vol-
unteers to help her plant on Saturday,
October 24 and Sunday, October 25.
Volunteers can get in touch with Ms.
Christian and her parents through the
contact section on the Veronica’s
Garden website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garden

on the resolution awarding a con-
tract for the Municipal Energy Ag-
gregation Program. He said this
resolution to hire a consultant, at no
cost to the town, is the next phase in
looking for a cost-effective source
of renewable energy for residents.
The consultant, he said, will “actu-
ally go out into the marketplace and
explore.” If the consultant can find
a source, then the next step would
be to return to the council with a
proposal. Councilman Mark
LoGrippo cast the only vote against
the resolution.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
reminded residents that leaf collec-
tion season is almost here and that
the conservation center is accept-
ing leaf drop-offs Monday through
Friday as well as on the weekends.
Individuals will need proof of resi-
dency to participate. Town collec-
tion is anticipated to begin Monday,
November 2.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said she
used the secure ballot box to cast
her vote and encouraged residents
to do the same. She advised resi-
dents to vote in advance and cau-
tioned that provisional ballots,
which are the ballots that will be
available at the polls on Election
Day if one does not bring their mail-
in ballot, are counted last. The rea-
son they are counted last is because
the county clerk needs to ensure a
voter did not send a mail-in ballot
as well.

The next town council meeting is
Tuesday, October 27, at 8 p.m. Resi-
dents are encouraged to join via
Zoom or via Facebook Live, but
can only speak during public com-
ment via Zoom.

Pandemic Causes Local
Real Estate Boom
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By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Covid-19
pandemic has affected every aspect
of life, including the local real estate
market. Westfield, according to two
local real estate agents, has had a
banner year in home sales.

Real estate agent Susan Massa said
that the beginning of 2020 was pro-
jected to be the most profitable year
in the past 10 years and that in Janu-
ary and February, she saw an increase
of 13 percent in sales. She cited low
mortgage rates, low unemployment
and wage increases as some of the
factors for the increase.

Frank Isoldi, another local real es-
tate agent, said Westfield has always
had a good market and that this year
was shaping up to be about the same.
And then the pandemic caused a state-
wide shutdown.

Ms. Massa said the shelter-in-place
orders in March caused activity to
drop 42 percent. Real estate agents,
she said, had to quickly figure out a
way to keep the market moving even
as people stayed at home.

“You can’t imagine how fast we
actually pivoted,” she said. Ms. Massa
said that Keller Williams Premier
Properties, where she works, had pre-
viously used paperless transactions,
virtual tours and photos of the homes.
She said the business started taking
pictures of areas like attics, garages
and electrical boxes to help
homebuyers really see the property
virtually.

Mr. Isoldi said the market began to
pick up in April, and Ms. Massa said
that by June 2020, contract sales were
18 percent higher than in June 2019.
“This was an unprecedented market,
an anomaly, a bubble,” she said.

Mr. Isoldi said the bubble has been
created by “a mass exodus” from
Jersey City, Hoboken, Manhattan and
other cities. He said he has mostly
worked with young families who pre-
viously “were really into the city
lifestyle” but found that once they
began working from home, the
lifestyle was “unsustainable.”

Ms. Massa echoed that sentiment,
saying city residents “took a look at
their present home and lifestyle and
made decisions to move to suburban
communities that would provide more
space” to work from home. She said
that co-existing in a small apartment
has driven homebuyers to value more
space.

Mr. Isoldi said one manner in which
this desire is reflected is through out-
door space. He said he used to get
estimates for how much it would cost
to fill in pools; now, he is checking to
see if houses could make additions
for pools, outdoor kitchens and other
outdoor spaces.

Both agents said they are primarily
working with millennials who are
buying their first homes while taking
advantage of the market’s low-inter-
est dollars. Ms. Massa explained that
for every $1,000 borrowed,
homebuyers will spend about $4 in
interest. “That’s insane,” she said.
“So it was cheap money that really
helped catapult what was going to be
an outstanding market before Covid.”

Because many of the homebuyers
are young couples either with a child
or looking to start a family, Mr. Isoldi
said, Westfield is attractive because
of its school system. In the past, the
town may have been overlooked by
homebuyers who wanted a direct line
to Manhattan, but now that people
may be commuting less or not at all,
it is considered a more commutable
town, Mr. Isoldi said.

The other category of buyers, both
agents mentioned, is residents who
want to “move up” to a more luxuri-
ous house, either bigger or in a new
location, while the interest rates are
so low.

“With that upper-, mid-range mar-
ket, so those million-dollar homes,
flying off the market right now, it’s
giving those families an opportunity
to move up in the town to a larger
home,” Mr. Isoldi said. “People can
move up to a home they probably
thought they could never afford.”

Ms. Massa said older residents may
have been prompted to sell now be-
cause of the pandemic. “I think they
decided, maybe it was time to leave
New Jersey because, you know, New
Jersey has the highest taxes in the
United States,” she said.

Mr. Isoldi said the people he is
working with are mainly looking to
buy single-family homes. “[In the

past], everyone wanted new, new,
new,” he said. “I would still say new
construction is still leading the mar-
ket. ... But the nice thing is, we’ve
seen a big mix now, and a lot of older
homes are getting the attention that
maybe they hadn’t gotten in the past
just because of the volume of buyers
who are coming out.”

Mr. Isoldi said a few buyers have
brought up concerns about purchas-
ing older homes due to the recently-
passed historic preservation ordi-
nance.

“I’ve had a couple buyers that were
mid-process when [the ordinance] got
approved and they are concerned,”
he said. “A lot of it is new and un-
known. But people are bringing it up
to us.”

Ms. Massa said she has not had
clients concerned about it yet, but she
did send the mayor an email due to
her concerns that builders will not
buy older homes if there is a chance
the properties could be declared his-
toric. “Buyers will not take that risk,”
she said. Mr. Isoldi said he felt obli-
gated to explain it to potential buyers.

“We try to explain that you’re mov-
ing here because you love the look of
the streetscape and this is what we’re
trying to preserve,” he said. “But I
think people also want to make sure
that if they own something and want
to do something with it, that they
won’t be denied the right to make
changes to their own property.”

Ms. Massa said that July through
September saw more activity than
during the same months in 2019 as
well but that inventory has decreased,
which makes buying difficult but sell-
ing more appealing. How long will
this bubble last, then?

“Whenever you see a boom like
this, it’s really not sustainable,” Mr.
Isoldi said. He said he has seen the
market slow since Labor Day, but after
Brooklyn began to shut down again a
week ago, business has picked up again.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COFFEE WITH A COP...Melody DeGaetano, owner of Black Drop Coffee in Scotch Plains, stands with police chief Ted
Conley, center, and other officers during the "Coffee With A Cop" event last Wednesday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GET YOUR BALLOTS IN...Scotch Plains resident Joao Simoes deposited his election ballot last week into the secure drop
box located at the Scotch Plains Library.

Democrats Seek to Expand
Control of SP Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Democrats
will seek to expand their 3-to-2 ma-
jority on the township council in
next month’s election, in which the
mayor’s seat and a council seat are
up for grabs.

Republican Mayor Alexander
Smith is seeking a second term and
facing a challenge from Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo, a Democrat
who was elected to the governing
body two years ago. Republican
Councilman Ted Spera also is seek-
ing a new four-year term against
Democratic challenger Ellen
Zimmerman.

The five-member governing body
currently is composed of three
Democrats — Mr. Losardo and his
2018 running mates, Elizabeth
Stamler and Roshan White — and
two Republicans, Mayor Smith and
Mr. Spera. Dating back more than a
century, Democrats have never had
unanimous control of the council.
In 2015 and 2016, they held four of
the five seats, before Mr. Smith and
Mr. Spera won their elections four
years ago.

The two mayoral candidates and
the two council candidates will take
part in a forum sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Thursday evening, October 29.

Mayor Smith is running for re-
election, “because I believe the ex-
perience I’ve had leading the town
over the past four years prepares us
to successfully meet the new chal-
lenges we’re going to face in the
near future.” He told The Times that

his vision for the township “is a
genuinely nonpartisan and transpar-
ent one that will continue to benefit
all residents, regardless of age, in-
come, race or political affiliation.”

He feels residents “recognize the
good government that Ted and I
have brought to the town,” citing
average property-tax increases of
less than 1 percent over the past
four years, the township’s AAA bond
rating, added quality-of-life services
such as extra branch pickups, work-
ing in a bipartisan manner and sav-
ing open space from development
and for ball fields.

He cited several areas where he
thinks he can make the “greatest
impact,” starting with the ongoing
pandemic. “We are not yet out of
the woods with Covid-19,” the
mayor said as he pledged to “con-
tinue to promote public health” by
keeping residents updated with in-
formation from the county, state and
federal governments. He also said
he will “fight to ensure our busi-
nesses can take advantage of all
available grants and loans and re-
open as quickly as possible in a
manner deemed safe.”

The mayor said that revitalizing
the downtown “has been the single
biggest issue I hear about” from
residents, who, he says, are “frus-
trated” that Scotch Plains is the only
local town that has never had a
comprehensive plan to revitalize its
downtown.

He told The Times that residents
will be given an opportunity to re-
view the soon-to-be-unveiled plans
for the central business district and

said every step of the process will
be “as transparent as it has been
until now.” He said he feels that,
“we can follow the successful model
of towns like Cranford and give
residents a more exciting downtown
experience without imperiling our
quality of life.”

The mayor also cited the social
unrest that has occurred this year,
pointing to local marches held to
“fight systemic racism, to preserve
our local Italian culture and to re-
open our schools.” He said his work
on the Truth and Racial Healing
Transformation committee “taught
me that social ills like racism are
never ‘fixed’ and that they require
constant attention.”

“Quality of life is non-nego-
tiable,” the mayor told The Times,
saying he “will continue to find ways
to improve it for our residents, as
we’ve done by adding a second
branch pickup, additional police
officers and improving storm com-
munication.” The mayor also
pledged continued “transparency
and honesty,” saying they “are not
just buzzwords for me. I will be
honest about the challenges we’ll
face together, whether it’s the an-
nual budget, the upcoming prop-
erty-tax revaluation or affordable-
housing lawsuits.”

Mr. Spera, who is finishing his
first term on the council, said that,
“for the first time in decades, our
bipartisan government gets along,
keeping things civil even on those
rare occasions when we disagree.”
Municipal taxes “haven’t been flat-
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Girl Scout Needs Community
Help to Build Sensory Garden

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School junior Clara Christian is going
for gold — more specifically, a Gold
Award, the highest achievement in Girl
Scouts. Senior Scouts who pursue their
Gold Awards “don’t just change the
world for the better, they change it for
good,” says the Girl Scouts’ website.

After meeting with Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, Ms. Chris-
tian chose to create a sensory garden for
children with special needs and will call
it “Veronica’s Garden.” Her choice was
inspired by her younger cousin,
Veronica, who has Down syndrome.
“She definitely has motivated me. She

has had a lot of surgeries,” Ms. Chris-
tian told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “I wanted to do something to
honor her.”

After speaking with local businesses,
such as A. Priscoe Irrigation, Scape-
Abilities and Dreyer Farms, Ms. Chris-
tian decided on a variety of plants that
are self-sufficient, sustainable and serve
a sensory purpose. Different grasses
are planned for varied textures and for
the sounds they will make when wind
passes through them. Lilacs and laven-
der are proposed for their colors and
scents while lamb’s ear will be planted
for its soft feel. Ms. Christian said that
she thought about constructing a small
fountain in the space but that it was too

costly.
Ms. Christian chose a spot in

Mindowaskin Park with help from the
Friends of Mindowaskin. The town also
has paved the walkways, making the
area wheelchair accessible. Another
reason Mindowaskin Park seemed like
a good location was because of
Westfield’s proximity to Children’s
Specialized Hospital, so children who
go there for services can enjoy the
garden. Ms. Christian said she hopes it
will be a “relaxing space” for everyone,
not just those with special needs.

Ms. Christian joined the Girl Scouts
as a kindergartner and earned her Bronze
and Silver Awards prior to launching

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Restaurants Face Additional
Challenges As Temps Drop

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, restaurants have had a
difficult and unsteady year of business.
Restaurants shut down in-person din-
ing at the beginning of the pandemic,
reopened with outdoor dining during
the spring, saw Governor Phil Murphy’s
reversal of the planned indoor reopen-
ing in late June, and then were permit-
ted 25 percent of indoor capacity on
September 4.

Although Summer 2020 was the sec-
ond hottest on record in New Jersey and
September was uncharacteristically hot
and sunny, colder and rainier weather is
moving into the Garden State. And as
the leaves fall, local restaurant owners
need to decide how to safely continue
serving guests.

Timothy Boyle, co-owner of 16 Pros-
pect Wine Bar & Bistro, said the colder
season is “going to be a tough one.”
Right now, the restaurant has a tent,
which has served it well over the sum-
mer and into early fall. But, he said, 16
Prospect needs to decide if heaters or a
tent would be most beneficial, as heat-
ers are not allowed in tents. If they
choose a tent and it is cold, then guests
might be deterred from eating outside.
But if they choose heaters and it rains,
no one will want to eat outside.

Kenny Dolan, manager of Sweet
Waters Steak House, said his group is
facing the same problem. Sweet Waters
has heaters now, but he said the estab-
lishment does not have the space for a
tent or most other options because it
needs to leave room on the sidewalk.
The cost of heaters and propane, he
said, also add up rather quickly.

“Propane is inexpensive,” he said.
“But for the taller, bigger heaters, the
propane tank only lasts eight to 10
hours. So it starts getting cold around
5:30 some nights, so you get two nights
out of a tank. Twenty dollars a tank,
seven nights a week...it gets a little
pricey.”

Mr. Dolan said he is looking into the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security Act money being allocated to
restaurants for reimbursement of the
equipment. He said he is not sure if the
restaurant fully qualifies for the re-
quirements but is interested in it.

16 Prospect is looking into buying an
air purifier system that rids air of viral
particles, with plans to install a unit in
each room, Mr. Boyle said. He said the
business is researching its effectiveness
before investing in the system.

Mr. Boyle said that as a precaution

against Covid-19, the bistro has cut
down staff to 50 percent in the kitchen
and 30 percent on the floor, with every-
one required to wear masks and gloves
at all times.

“I have a 91-year-old father. I abso-
lutely do not want him to catch this,” he
said. “I fully respect the person who
isn’t comfortable eating indoors. We’ve
taken every precaution we can, but I
still understand.”

Mr. Dolan said he hopes there is an
increase in indoor dining capacity as
the winter comes closer, but he thinks,
“there are some people who will sit out
there when it’s cold and there’s heaters.
It might not be the most enjoyable
dining experience, but if they feel like
coming to Sweet Waters one night and
there’s nothing available inside due to
the restrictions, I think they will tough it
out. But again, that’s not ideal.” Both
Mr. Dolan and Mr. Boyle thanked their
customers and expressed appreciation
for the support of the Westfield area
community. Mr. Dolan said being in

Westfield and having loyal customers
supporting his business through the
whole pandemic has been incredible.

Mr. Boyle said the support 16 Pros-
pect has received is “astounding.” He
said regulars continued to order take-
out when the restaurant was closed to
in-person dining to support the estab-
lishment. Some customers even took it
a step further.

“We have one customer who would
normally come in one night a week, and
she and her husband normally spend
about $50 apiece. She started just send-
ing us $50 a week without ordering
anything. People have been incredibly
generous.”

He also said “everyone has been
really respectful of the mandate” and he
has not had any incidents with guests
not following social-distancing and
masking rules.

Mr. Dolan said he appreciates the
support of not just regulars but also
residents of surrounding towns who

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Pandemic Causes Local
Real Estate Boom

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Covid-19 pan-
demic has affected every aspect of life,
including the local real estate market.
Westfield, according to two local real
estate agents, has had a banner year in
home sales.

Real estate agent Susan Massa said
that the beginning of 2020 was pro-
jected to be the most profitable year in
the past 10 years and that in January and
February, she saw an increase of 13
percent in sales. She cited low mort-
gage rates, low unemployment and wage
increases as some of the factors for the
increase.

Frank Isoldi, another local real estate
agent, said Westfield has always had a
good market and that this year was
shaping up to be about the same. And
then the pandemic caused a statewide
shutdown.

Ms. Massa said the shelter-in-place

orders in March caused activity to drop
42 percent. Real estate agents, she said,
had to quickly figure out a way to keep
the market moving even as people stayed
at home.

“You can’t imagine how fast we actu-
ally pivoted,” she said. Ms. Massa said
that Keller Williams Premier Proper-
ties, where she works, had previously
used paperless transactions, virtual tours
and photos of the homes. She said the
business started taking pictures of areas
like attics, garages and electrical boxes
to help homebuyers really see the prop-
erty virtually.

Mr. Isoldi said the market began to
pick up in April, and Ms. Massa said
that by June 2020, contract sales were
18 percent higher than in June 2019.
“This was an unprecedented market, an
anomaly, a bubble,” she said.

Mr. Isoldi said the bubble has been
created by “a mass exodus” from Jer-
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Tenor Sal Chiarelli 
Saturday, October 17 
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and Adults 
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at 7:00 pm 

Guitarist  
Peter Biedermann  
Wednesday, October 21  

at 7:00 pm 

Zoom info at www.wmlnj.org 

Hillary Shope for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUBLIC ART...Artist Rich Janusz projects his artwork onto the wall so he can
begin outlining in marker. The mural on the wall of Ralph’s Famous Italian Ices
and Ice Cream at the corner of Park Street and Central Avenue is the first public
mural at a business in Westfield. See story on Page 12.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PILING IT ON...The Westfield Y Clothing Drive was held on Thursday, October
8 at the Y's main location on Clark Street. All donations are sent to secondhand
stores and benefit the Westfield Y Financial Assistance for child care.

Cranford Purchases
Over 1,600 Chromebooks

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — During the Mon-
day night meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education, Superintendent
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., told board mem-
bers that Daryl Palmieri, interim ex-
ecutive county superintendent, had
visited Cranford Public Schools.

Superintendent Rubin reported
that Mr. Palmieri seemed impressed
by what he saw at the schools. Mr.
Rubin said he told Mr. Palmieri,
“Nothing that the teachers and the
staff are doing is easy. They make it
look easy because they work incred-
ibly hard. They work incredibly hard
to make it look easy.”

Mr. Rubin also announced that the
individual school and the district
Restart Committees have reconvened
as a way of gaining feedback on the
current educational plan so that the
district can reassess and “enhance
what’s already in place.” The town-
ship restart committee will meet in
the coming weeks.

The board approved the purchase
of more than 1,600 Chromebooks
for the district. Teachers, who have
been utilizing smaller student ver-
sions, will receive larger-sized
Chromebooks. In order to purchase
these, the board approved a contract
for Bank Funding, LLC at a 1.63-
percent interest rate for a cost of
approximately $117,800 per year for
five years.

“I just want to thank everyone who
was responsible for getting the teach-
ers the bigger Chromebooks,” board
member Maria Loikith said.

“(They) have so many obstacles
right now,” she noted, and the new

technology will help ease those ob-
stacles. With these new computers,
Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno said, the district will al-
most be “one to one,” meaning there
is one computer for each person in
the district.

According to Mr. Carfagno, the
first payment for the Chromebooks
will be mostly covered by the addi-
tional state aid the district received
with some additional funds from the
schools’ budgets. Moving forward,
the remaining payments will be
worked into the overall district bud-
get. The board also accepted more
than $101,000 of additional funding
from the Federal Coronavirus Relief
Fund (CRF) to help defray costs of
reopening schools in September.
“From a financial perspective ... the
budget has not had any impact” from
Covid-19 due to the relief packages
from the CRF and the county, Mr.
Carfagno said.

The board also approved a request
for proposals for a new payroll ser-
vice. Mr. Carfagno said that the pan-
demic pointed out a few issues and
that he thought it was time to see
what other services are available.

In her Co-curricular Committee
report, Ms. Loikith revealed that win-
ter sports will have a shortened sea-
son due to Covid-19. She also said
the annual Performing Arts Gala will
be held virtually this year. It will be
live-streamed via YouTube and
TV35. No date has been given as of
yet.

Mr. Rubin said a strategic plan for
special education will be shared at
the next meeting, which will be held
on Monday, October 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Election
ter in 40 years,” he told The Times,
“and we’ve added services and
grown the police force. We secured
land for a new ball field, preserved
wetlands and saved open space from
development.”

Mr. Spera said township leaders
“continue to move forward on a
sensible plan for downtown rede-
velopment that takes the needs of
the entire town into account.” And,
he added, he was “particularly proud
of our historic preservation at Shady
Rest and the Frazee House.”

Mr. Losardo, an attorney and
small-business owner, says he is
running for mayor because with the
coming downtown redevelopment,
“I want to ensure that we get it done
right.

“This means redeveloping with-
out raising taxes,” he told The Times,
“taking time — perhaps a decade or
more — to get the job done and
working collaboratively with the en-
tire council so all viewpoints are
considered from the beginning,
making it far more likely to ulti-
mately have the council’s full sup-
port and be successful.”

He said that the main topic he and
Mrs. Zimmerman hear about from
residents is “taxes, taxes, taxes.”
Voters tell the Democratic ticket
that taxes are “too high” and “we
deserve better services for the taxes
we pay.” Many residents also are
concerned about what the down-
town redevelopment project will
cost, Mr. Losardo said, noting that
many additionally are “confused
about the project as well, thinking
that construction would have started
by now.”

Mrs. Zimmerman, a licensed so-
cial worker active in many local
volunteer activities, is making her
first run for elective office. She told
The Times she is running “to further
ensure that Scotch Plains is a safe,
happy and accommodating place for
everyone in our community.” She
said she has “worked hard to priori-
tize the needs of those around me
through my professional life as well
as my volunteer involvement in our
community.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garden
her Gold Award project. Part of what
Ms. Christian loves about Scouting is
doing small things for the community
such as writing cards to the elderly and
preparing care packages for the home-
less.

For her Silver Award project, Ms.
Christian painted a mural at the
Plainfield YMCA. “I realized I could
do things to help people,” she said. “I
just really wanted to focus on some-
thing that was more personal to me
because of my younger cousin.”

A Scout has until September 30 of
their senior year to complete their
project, but due to planting schedules,
this fall is the best time to plant. Ms.
Christian’s plans were approved by the
town and Girl Scouts Heart of New
Jersey earlier in the year.

Clara’s parents, Liz and Jeff Chris-
tian, donated the money for the garden’s
irrigation system. However, Ms. Chris-
tian needs help from the community in
order to purchase the plants and finish
the sensory garden. She is hoping to
raise $1,500. To learn more about the
project or to donate, visit
veronicasgarden.org.

If unable to donate but still wishing to
help, Ms. Christian also needs volun-
teers to help her plant on Saturday,
October 24 and Sunday, October 25.
Volunteers can get in touch with Ms.
Christian and her parents through the
contact section on the Veronica’s Gar-
den website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Restaurants

Council Designates Town
As Area In Need of Rehab.

have chosen to support small businesses
over national chains during the pan-
demic. “It’s not affecting the Walmarts.
They’ll be in business forever. It’s the
small mom-and-pops that are really
suffering,” he said.

Mr. Dolan said he is hoping for the
best but that he is concerned that restau-
rants are barely getting by and may be
forced to close. Downtown Westfield
Corporation Executive Director Bob
Zuckerman said “the message is, we
have to support our local businesses
and restaurants this fall like we’ve never
supported them before. It is essential in
order for them to make it to the other
side of this pandemic.”

“The better adherence in restaurants,
the faster this goes away,” Mr. Boyle
said. “My goal is to do my part because
I really want to get back to regular
business as soon as possible.”

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council discussed collective
bargaining agreements and pending
litigation in an executive session prior
to its regular meeting Tuesday. At the
regular meeting, the council passed
four ordinances, one narrowing the
scope of five-year tax abatements on
certain properties, and a handful of
resolutions, including one that de-
clared the entire town as an area in
need of rehabilitation.

General Ordinance No. 2191,
which was carried unanimously and
with no public comment, amends the
Town Code to require a $2,000 fee
per individual dwelling unit to con-
nect an individual dwelling unit to the
sewer system or to alter, affect or to
disconnect and reconnect a unit to the
sewer system.

General Ordinance No. 2192,
which also passed unanimously and
with no questions from the public,
requires the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment (WFD) to review and comment
on land-use applications to “improve
the accessibility of apparatus and
personnel and can help mitigate any
access issues during a call for ser-
vice.” The WFD will review applica-
tions before the planning board or
zoning board of adjustment.

To “help promote economic devel-
opment and sustainability in Town,”
the council passed General Ordinance
No. 2193 to amend the land-use ordi-
nance of Westfield to add artisan
manufacturing to the principal uses
and structures of four business dis-
tricts.

Additionally, the council passed
General Ordinance No. 2194, which
amends General Ordinance No. 2171,
to narrow the applicability of five-
year tax abatements on properties in-
side the town. The ordinance is now
applicable to properties that are in
town (an area of rehabilitation) and
located within “the Westfield Special
Improvement District” and/or “locally
designated as an Historic Landmark
and/or are located within a locally
designated Historic District pursuant
to General Ordinance 2183.”

Councilwoman Linda Habgood
spoke on the ordinance before the
vote to emphasize that the tax abate-
ments are to encourage residents to
designate their home and that the
abatements only apply to improve-
ments.

“It’s basically allowing the same
tax abatement privileges to people
who dedicate their homes and want to
make improvements to them,” she
said. “So any increased value that

would show up on a tax re-evaluation
wouldn’t impact the owner [for five
years].”

The Code Review and Policy Com-
mittee proposed one resolution to
delineate the Town of Westfield as an
area in need of rehabilitation after a
report by Town Planner Don Sammet
and Town Engineer Kris McAloon
found that “a) a majority of water and
sewer infrastructure in the Study Area
is at least 50 years old and is in need
of repair or substantial maintenance
and (b) because more than half of the
housing stock in the Study Area is at
least 50 years old, the Study Area
qualifies as an area in need of reha-
bilitation under the Redevelopment
Law.” The designation, the resolu-
tion says, “is expected to prevent
further deterioration and promote the
overall development of the Town of
Westfield.”

Councilwoman Habgood moved 12
resolutions as a package from the
finance policy committee. Council-
man David Contract elaborated on
the resolution awarding a contract for
the Municipal Energy Aggregation
Program. He said this resolution to
hire a consultant, at no cost to the
town, is the next phase in looking for
a cost-effective source of renewable
energy for residents. The consultant,
he said, will “actually go out into the
marketplace and explore.” If the con-
sultant can find a source, then the next
step would be to return to the council
with a proposal. Councilman Mark
LoGrippo cast the only vote against
the resolution.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
reminded residents that leaf collec-
tion season is almost here and that the
conservation center is accepting leaf
drop-offs Monday through Friday as
well as on the weekends. Individuals
will need proof of residency to par-
ticipate. Town collection is antici-
pated to begin Monday, November 2.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said she
used the secure ballot box to cast her
vote and encouraged residents to do
the same. She advised residents to
vote in advance and cautioned that
provisional ballots, which are the
ballots that will be available at the
polls on Election Day if one does not
bring their mail-in ballot, are counted
last. The reason they are counted last
is because the county clerk needs to
ensure a voter did not send a mail-in
ballot as well.

The next town council meeting is
Tuesday, October 27, at 8 p.m. Resi-
dents are encouraged to join via Zoom
or via Facebook Live, but can only
speak during public comment via
Zoom.

Planning Board Endorses
Affordable Housing Ordinance

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — After a brief
meeting, Cranford Planning Board
members voted October 7 to rec-
ommend to the Cranford Township
Committee that the ordinance to
amend the Code of the Township of
Cranford pertaining to Affordable
Housing be adopted.

The board performed a Master
Planconsistency review of Town-
ship Ordinance 2020-11 referred by
the township committee. Upon its
review, the board recommended the
township committee adopt an ordi-
nance to amend the Code of the
Township of Cranford, Chapter 255
Land Development, Articles II and
VIII, pertaining to Affordable Hous-
ing, and to create an abandoned
properties-to-Affordable Housing
program. In doing so, the planning
board had not found any inconsis-
tencies with the Master Plan.

Nicolas Dickinson performed a
consistency review of the ordinance
and found nothing that is inconsis-
tent with the Master Plan. Mr.
Dickinson said the ordinance makes
revisions to much of the township’s
existing Affordable Housing ordi-
nances. He said this new ordinance
deals with issues such as develop-
ment fees, monitoring recording,
the rehabilitation plan and an
inclusionary set-aside requirement,
and functions to fix and update ter-
minology.

Mr. Dickinson also spoke about
the Abandoned Properties Rehabili-
tation Program. This program would
work with the township to identify
abandoned properties that could be
rehabilitated and then added as af-
fordable units. Mr. Dickinson said
this program is not inconsistent with
the 2018 Housing Element and
Fairshare Plan, nor is it inconsistent
with the 2009 Master Plan. In fact,
Mr. Dickinson said, “it furthers
many of the goals from the 2009
Master Plan dealing with providing
a wide range of housing, encourag-

ing preservation, maintenance and
restoration of residential properties
and working on a local rehabilita-
tion program that meets require-
ments for rehabilitation housing.”

After hearing Mr. Dickinson’s re-
view of the ordinance, the board
passed a motion to recommend that
Township Ordinance 2020-11 be
adopted by the township commit-
tee.

The board also accepted Appli-
cation PB-20-004, Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., 750 Walnut Avenue,
Block 541, Lot 2, memorializing
the granting of preliminary and fi-
nal major site plan approval with
exceptions to allow for demolition
of a portion of a building and con-
struction of an addition to another
portion of the building, as well as
related site improvements, on the
property. The board then accepted
Resolution PB-2020-013, recom-
mending that the properties desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map as
Block 541, Lot 2, Qualifiers C01,
C02, C03, C04, C05, C06 and C07
be designated as a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment.

A resolution also was passed by
the board to appoint and award a
contract to Jonathan Drill as board
attorney for the year 2020.

A Master Plan consistency of
Township Ordinance 2020-15,
which is an ordinance to amend the
Code of the Township of Cranford,
Chapter 255 Land Development, to
create Affordable Housing Overlay
Districts, was adjourned to a future
meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Real Estate
sey City, Hoboken, Manhattan and
other cities. He said he has mostly
worked with young families who pre-
viously “were really into the city
lifestyle” but found that once they
began working from home, the lifestyle
was “unsustainable.”

Ms. Massa echoed that sentiment,
saying city residents “took a look at
their present home and lifestyle and
made decisions to move to suburban
communities that would provide more
space” to work from home. She said
that co-existing in a small apartment
has driven homebuyers to value more
space.

Mr. Isoldi said one manner in which
this desire is reflected is through out-
door space. He said he used to get
estimates for how much it would cost
to fill in pools; now, he is checking to
see if houses could make additions for
pools, outdoor kitchens and other out-
door spaces.

Both agents said they are primarily
working with millennials who are buy-
ing their first homes while taking ad-
vantage of the market’s low-interest
dollars. Ms. Massa explained that for
every $1,000 borrowed, homebuyers
will spend about $4 in interest. “That’s
insane,” she said. “So it was cheap
money that really helped catapult what
was going to be an outstanding market
before Covid.”

Because many of the homebuyers
are young couples either with a child
or looking to start a family, Mr. Isoldi
said, Westfield is attractive because of
its school system. In the past, the town
may have been overlooked by
homebuyers who wanted a direct line
to Manhattan, but now that people
may be commuting less or not at all, it
is considered a more commutable town,
Mr. Isoldi said.

The other category of buyers, both
agents mentioned, is residents who
want to “move up” to a more luxurious
house, either bigger or in a new loca-
tion, while the interest rates are so low.

“With that upper-, mid-range mar-
ket, so those million-dollar homes,
flying off the market right now, it’s
giving those families an opportunity to
move up in the town to a larger home,”
Mr. Isoldi said. “People can move up
to a home they probably thought they
could never afford.”

Ms. Massa said older residents may
have been prompted to sell now be-
cause of the pandemic. “I think they
decided, maybe it was time to leave
New Jersey because, you know, New
Jersey has the highest taxes in the
United States,” she said.

Mr. Isoldi said the people he is work-
ing with are mainly looking to buy
single-family homes. “[In the past],
everyone wanted new, new, new,” he

said. “I would still say new construc-
tion is still leading the market. ... But
the nice thing is, we’ve seen a big mix
now, and a lot of older homes are
getting the attention that maybe they
hadn’t gotten in the past just because
of the volume of buyers who are com-
ing out.”

Mr. Isoldi said a few buyers have
brought up concerns about purchasing
older homes due to the recently-passed
historic preservation ordinance.

“I’ve had a couple buyers that were
mid-process when [the ordinance] got
approved and they are concerned,” he
said. “A lot of it is new and unknown.
But people are bringing it up to us.”

Ms. Massa said she has not had
clients concerned about it yet, but she
did send the mayor an email due to her
concerns that builders will not buy
older homes if there is a chance the
properties could be declared historic.
“Buyers will not take that risk,” she
said. Mr. Isoldi said he felt obligated to
explain it to potential buyers.

“We try to explain that you’re mov-
ing here because you love the look of
the streetscape and this is what we’re
trying to preserve,” he said. “But I
think people also want to make sure
that if they own something and want to
do something with it, that they won’t
be denied the right to make changes to
their own property.”

Ms. Massa said that July through
September saw more activity than dur-
ing the same months in 2019 as well
but that inventory has decreased, which
makes buying difficult but selling more
appealing. How long will this bubble
last, then?

“Whenever you see a boom like
this, it’s really not sustainable,” Mr.
Isoldi said. He said he has seen the
market slow since Labor Day, but after
Brooklyn began to shut down again a
week ago, business has picked up again.

Support Local Journalism!

goleader.com/subscriber

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/classifieds
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Welcome to Our Neighborhood

Susan Massa CRS

908-400-0778

Susan@susanmassa.com

www.NJhomeshowcase.com

188 Elm Street, Westfield NJ 07090

908-233-8502 x455

Brought to you by

Deacons’ Zoom Programs
To Focus on Bereavement

FANWOOD — A bereavement
program entitled “You Are Not Alone
— Together We Heal” will be offered
on Wednesdays, November 4 and 18,
at 7 p.m., by the deacons at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Train-
ing will be available, if necessary, for
this Zoom event. Individuals also will
be able to call in using their phone.

Participants are invited to hear a
presentation by the Reverend Dr.
Kenneth Macari, who will lead a
discussion on ways to cope with the
loss of a loved one, especially dur-
ing the holidays. Other issues asso-
ciated with bereavement, including
that caused by Covid-19, will be
discussed as well. Reverend Macari

is a certified grief counselor and
leader in the GriefShare Program.

For further information, contact Judy
at (908) 322-7426 or at
judyshar@gmail.com, or Lauren at
(908) 889-8891 or
fanwoodpres@gmail.com. Interested
persons are asked to RSVP to one of
them by Friday, October 23. Registra-
tion is required. Participants are asked
to include their name, telephone num-
ber, how many people will attend, an
email address (so that individuals can
receive follow-up information), if they
will need Zoom training, and which
evenings they will attend. Participants
are encouraged to attend both, if pos-
sible. All are welcome.

Fairview Cemetery to Hold
Fall Walking Tour Sunday

WESTFIELD — The community
is invited to visit Fairview Cem-
etery this Sunday, October 18, at 2
p.m., for its annual fall walking
tour. Fairview Cemetery, located
at  1100 East  Broad Street ,
Westfield, will host the tour, high-
lighting some of the 99 cataloged
species of trees which reside within
the cemetery grounds, while the
foliage is turning hues of yellow
and red. The tour will be led by Dr.
Tom Ombrello, professor of biol-
ogy at Union County College.

Those interested in participating

should arrive at the East Broad
Street entrance to the cemetery at
1:45 p.m. The tour is free to the
public, and parking is available on
the premises. Please consider join-
ing the walking tour for the oppor-
tunity to experience Fairview Cem-
etery in the fall, an ideal time to
observe local and rare species of
trees. All attendees are asked to
reserve by calling the cemetery
office at (908) 232-0781. Partici-
pants will be required to wear a
mask at all times and to observe all
social-distancing protocols.

– Obituaries –

Kenneth and Theresa Wooster

Ken and Terry Wooster, Dedicated
To Family, Friends and Church

The family of Kenneth C. Wooster,
age 87, and Theresa M. Wooster
(Cepulinski), age 85, of Westfield,
N.J., sadly share that Ken and Terry
began their eternal lives nine days
apart, on September 8, 2020, and
September 17, 2020, respectively.
Their deaths were sudden and unex-
pected. They had just sold their home
and were looking forward to starting
an easier lifestyle in their new apart-
ment in Westfield.

Ken and Terry were both born in
the Lowell, Mass., area. Married on
July 7, 1956, they recently celebrated
64 years of marriage. Ken served in
the U.S. Army and was stationed in
Korea, from 1953-1956. Ken’s work
in sales and marketing took the fam-
ily to Buffalo, N.Y., Winona, Minn.,
Westfield, N.J., Freeport, Ill., Dal-
las, Tex., and eventually back to
Westfield, N.J., where they resided
for the past 32 years.

They are survived by daughter Linda
Johnson and her husband, Ben; daugh-
ter Sandra Rust and her husband,
Bruce; a grandson, Elliott Johnson,
and his wife, Kalinna (Rodriguez); a
granddaughter, Allison Johnson, and
her fiancé, Chris Hernandez; two step-
grandchildren, Jeffrey Rust and Judith
Rust; and two great-grandchildren,
Helena and Theodore Johnson. Ken is
survived by his brother, Raymond
Wooster, and his sister, Carolyn Farrar.
He was predeceased by brothers James,
Joseph and Tyler Wooster.

Terry is survived by her brother,

Walter Cepulinski, and his wife,
Priscilla. She was predeceased by her
brother, Stephen Cepulinski, brother,
John Cepulinski, and sister, Janet
Mansur. Many nieces and nephews
are also left behind.

Ken and Terry kept in touch with
lifelong friends from far and near
over the years. These include their
wonderful circle of friends from their
beloved “Waldheim” on Big Moose
Lake, N.Y., where they vacationed
every summer for over 20 years. Ken
had a passion for golf, along with a
loyal dedication to family, friends,
church, and many civic organizations.
He was always there to give his time,
to lend a hand, an ear, or a shoulder.
Terry was a wonderful homemaker
and longtime member of a local P.E.O.
sisterhood chapter. They both played
active and influential roles in their
grandchildren’s lives and rejoiced in
their great-grandchildren. They were
members of the First Baptist Church,
Westfield, and their ashes will be
interred there together in a private
ceremony. A memorial service will be
held at a future date.

So many people have graciously
asked, “What can we do?” Our an-
swer is this: Live for today, treasure
your family and friends, and give all
the love you can. “Peace I leave to
you, my peace I give unto you...let
not your heart be troubled.” John
14:27. Peace to all who knew and
loved Ken and Terry.
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SP-F CROP Walk Oct. 25
To Help Combat Hunger

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— The Scotch Plains/Fanwood CROP
Hunger Walk will take place on Sun-
day, October 25, starting at 2 p.m. at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located at 74 S. Martine Avenue. Sign-
in will be held at 1:30 p.m. Everyone
is welcome to participate in this five-
kilometer (three-mile) CROP Walk,
the goal of which is to reduce hunger.

Participants are asked to wear a
mask and to maintain six feet social
distancing. Those who prefer walking
on their own may walk any three-mile
route, anywhere they choose, on Octo-
ber 25 or on any day or days that week.

Individuals may register online at

crophungerwalk.org/scotchplainsnj/
to be a walker. They can then raise
funds by emailing all their friends in
their email contacts and asking them
to go to this same website to pledge a
donation supporting their walk. Those
friends who choose to donate by writ-
ing checks (payable to CWS/Crop)
or giving cash may send these dona-
tions to the walker they are support-
ing. Walkers may deliver these dona-
tions to the CROP WALK mailbox at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s
office by Friday, November 13.

CROP is an acronym for “Commu-
nities Responding to Overcome Pov-
erty.” CROP Hunger Walks are inter-
faith events that build support by rais-
ing funds to reduce hunger around the
world, as well as to support local
needs. This year, 25 percent of the
money raised will provide scholar-
ships for childcare at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA and the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey in Scotch Plains for local
children to learn remotely, allowing
their parents to return to work. The
walks also show global solidarity with
the millions in poverty who must walk
miles every day in search of food and
water. For more information, go to
crophungerwalk.org and click on
“About.”

CROP Walks are a source of in-
come for more than 1,500 local food
banks and soup kitchens in the United
States. Those unable to walk three
miles may participate in a rocking
chair during the CROP Walk to raise
money.
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3

3

3
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BTH

2.1

2.1

2.1

3.1

1.0

2.1

3.1

1.1

2.0

2.0

2.1

3.1

2.1

2.1

2.0

2.1

3.1

2.1

3.1

GAR

2

2

0

2

0

1

2

0

1

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

2

2

2

TOWN

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Fanwood

Mountainside

Mountainside

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

ADDRESS

62 SPRUCE ST

439 MANOR AVE

30 BROAD ST

12 HAMPTON RD

43 MIDWAY AVE

310 LINDA DR

1180 WYCHWOOD RD

2213 MOUNTAIN AVE

2389 LAKE PARK TER

2031 PARKWOOD DR

2253 SUNRISE CT

1 PASTIME PL

1701 OAKWOOD TER

551 PIERSON ST

654 HILLCREST AVE

145 SUMMIT CT

101 LINDEN AVE

516 PROSPECT ST

640 FIRST ST

SALE PRICE

$600,000

$615,000

$681,000

$999,990

$350,000

$520,000

$745,000

$347,500

$410,000

$640,000

$720,000

$725,000

$805,000

$655,829

$640,000

$642,500

$825,000

$850,000

$1,125,000

*Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 10/04/20 – 10/11/20 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/

agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact Susan

Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE. Home is one of the most important and significant

purchases and sales you will make in your lifetime. It’s important to stay informed. If you are thinking

about a MOVE now is the time to prepare. CALL me, the time is now susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com      www.NJHomeShowcase.com     www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

19 Homes Sold Oct 4 – Oct 11, 2020 in Cranford,

Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield

Church Thrift Shop
To Reopen Oct. 21

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church Thrift Shop will
reopen every Wednesday beginning
on October 21. Shop hours are 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Masks will be required and the
shop can only accommodate four visi-
tors at a time. The dressing room is
closed and the shop is not accepting
donations. All receipts from shop sales
support local charities.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at 74 S. Martine Avenue.
The thrift shop is on the church
grounds. Visitors to the shop can en-
ter from McDermott Place.

Probitas Verus Honos

Florence Ferrere, 106, Active With
Our Lady of Lourdes and CSH

Florence Ferrere, 106 years and 6
months old, of Mountainside, passed
away on Saturday, October 10, 2020.

An amazing person, up until just
three years ago, Florence was still
shoveling snow and re-
painting her garage floor.
So what was the secret to
her longevity? While she
ate lots of fruits and veg-
etables, and exercised a
lot, Florence enjoyed eat-
ing cold cuts, meat, ice
cream and candy, every-
thing in moderation. She
also didn’t hold back with
her opinions, so her inter-
nal stress was minimal.

Born in Italy, Florence
came to America as a
young girl. Having lived
in Easton, Pa., she then moved to
Brooklyn, N.Y., where she later mar-
ried her husband, Jack, and raised
their two boys, Joseph and Dennis.

During World War II, Florence
worked as a Red Cross volunteer. As
a young mother she suffered from a
serious ear infection which almost
took her life. Sometime later in her
early thirties she fell down a flight of
stairs in her apartment building and
suffered a critical back injury. Her
doctors said that she may never walk
again. Not willing to accept this as
her destiny, she eventually recov-
ered through exercise, swimming,
and sheer determination. In 1972,
she and her husband moved to
Mountainside, where they both
worked for more than 15 years at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital. Her

husband, Jack, who died in 1989, is
memorialized on a special bench built
in front of the hospital.

In her later years Florence was very
active within the community of the

Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Church,
Mountainside, where she
was a member of the Ado-
ration Chapel. Recently
she had been a resident
of Brighton Gardens As-
sisted Living  — where
she was truly beloved by
many of the staff mem-
bers. Besides her hus-
band, Jack, Florence was
also preceded in death in
March of 2020 by her
son Joe. She is survived
by her son, Dennis

Ferrere; three grandchildren, Janis
Ferrere, Ken Ferrere and Suzanne
Norman (Andrew), and six great-
grandchildren, Chris Kowalczyk
(Michele), Kelly, Stephanie and Craig
Ferrere, and Oliver and Calandra
Norman. Florence will be sorely
missed by friends and family alike.

Florence’s Mass of the Christian
Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on
Friday, October 16, 2020, at the Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Interment will follow
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Her visitation will be from 9 to 10:30
a.m. on October 16, prior to her Mass,
at Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.
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Florence Ferrere

FAIRVIEW IN THE FALL...Fairview Cemetery in Westfield will host its
annual fall walking tour this Sunday, October 18, at 2 p.m. Participants are
asked to arrive at the East Broad Street entrance to the cemetery at 1:45 p.m.
Free to the public, this tour will feature some of the 99 cataloged species of
trees found on the cemetery grounds, enhanced by the colors of autumn.

Bernard Blatt, Family Man, Veteran;
Had Long Career at Western Electric
On September 29, we lost our life-

long patriarch and rock star: Bernard
Blatt. Just 72 hours before his 99th
birthday, and a few weeks before his
72nd anniversary, Bernie left behind
his bride and sweetheart, Katherine,
with whom he held hands nightly as
they drifted off to sleep. He paid
tribute to the apple of his eye with an
original poem he’d present to
Katherine on each of her birthdays
and all of their 71 anniversaries cel-
ebrating their fairytale marriage.
Bernie is survived by his daughter,
Barbara Baker, and her husband,
Jonathan, of Cranford, N.J.; his son,
Richard Blatt, and his wife, Joyce, of
North Reading, Mass.; five grand-
children, Justin Baker of Brooklyn,
N.Y.; Rachel Baker of the metro DC
area; David Blatt of Eden, Utah;
Joshua Blatt of Somerville, Mass.;
and Leah Blatt of Brooklyn, N.Y.;
and nieces and nephews in New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Califor-
nia, West Virginia and New York.

Bernie grew up in Elizabeth, N.J.,
helping out in the family grocery store
opened by his parents, who emigrated
from Kiev in 1904 and 1906. He
earned his electrical engineering de-
gree from Purdue University, where
he put himself through college earn-
ing 33 cents per hour in the cafeteria.
Bernard served in the Army Air Corps
during World War II, achieving the
rank of Captain, and continuing as an
Air Force Reservist through 1955.
He met and spent time with General
Douglas MacArthur and his wife,
Jean, during the war. Bernie obtained
his master’s degree from Stevens Tech
and worked for nearly 40 years for

Western Electric (AT&T), where he
rose through the ranks and won praise
and recognition for achievements such
as spearheading Western Electric’s
rapid response to the 1975 New York
Telephone exchange fire.

Bernie loved to golf with colleagues,
friends, and most of all, family. Until
recently, he was a regular at the YMCA,
where he particularly enjoyed the post-
workout debriefs with fellow jocks
over coffee. He fostered beautiful and
unforgettable memories with
Katherine, his children, and his grand-
children. Vacations at Long Beach Is-
land, Cape Cod, Maine, the western
United States, and holidays at Skytop,
to name a few. Bernie taught his
grandkids to play poker early on, and
encouraged skills by virtue of his
hands-on approach to life, in part
prompted by his own sense of practi-
cality and handiness. He kept the fam-
ily washer and dryer going for 30
years; the refrigerator for even longer.
He enjoyed the old standards and
would sing or hum along to the big
bands or as Barb and Rich played the
piano.

Bernard, Bernie, Bern, Dad,
Grandpa, or Poppy. He was univer-
sally admired for his intellect, quick
wit, sense of calm, logic, and ability
to engage in political and current
events discourse, enabled in part by
his steadfast reading of two daily
newspapers, end-to-end.

The Blatt and Baker families will
convene for a private memorial ser-
vice in late October. The families
encourage you to donate to your fa-
vorite charity in his honor.
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CELEBRATING ITALIAN HERITAGE...Members of Greater Westfield UNICO
join with Union County Freeholder Chair Alex Mirabella during the 12th Annual
Columbus Day Flag Raising program at the Union County Court House in
Elizabeth on October 9. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Chair
Mirabella, Robert J. Tarte, trustee, UNICO Foundation Inc.; Buddy Fortunato,
publisher, Italian Tribune, keynote speaker; Michael Walko, Anthony Bengivenga,
District Governor, District X, New Jersey, and Arnold Ricerca.
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

16% Rate Decrease
Celebrating Our 30th Year!

BUTTERFLIES DOWNTOWN...Mount Saint Mary Academy senior Martha
Byrne of Westfield shares her positive experience interning this summer with
the Downtown Westfield Corporation. Among her assignments was photo-
graphing the town’s “Art Takes Flight” butterfly public art project.

Mount Saint Mary’s Byrne
Lauds DWC Internship

WATCHUNG – Martha Byrne, a
senior at Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung, values her experience
as an intern for the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) this
summer. Her volunteer efforts were
part of the Academy’s Senior Sum-
mer Scholar program.

“I had a great experience interning
for the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration this summer,” said Martha, a
resident of Westfield. “I helped them
promote downtown Westfield as busi-
nesses began to reopen. For example,
I photographed the new butterfly art
exhibit for promotional materials, in-
terviewed ice cream eaters on the
street for the DWC Instagram, and
created a database of the vacant busi-
nesses in town.

“Doing this gave me the opportu-
nity to learn about how local busi-
nesses operate, step outside of my
comfort zone, and further explore my
interest in economics, all while giv-
ing me the opportunity to give back to
my town,” she said.

Through Mount Saint Mary

Academy’s Office of Campus Minis-
try and the Office of Student Ser-
vices, the Senior Summer Scholar
program was developed for rising
seniors to recognize their significant
summer community service or em-
ployment. The program contributes
to and develops a sense of purpose in
the work that the student does within
the community, college study or un-
paid internship.

Ruth Anne Munroe, associate di-
rector of Campus Ministry, said, “This
experience helps the student to un-
derstand the need for community ser-
vice, college study, and/or gaining
valuable career skills, helping her to
recognize her role in society.

“The Senior Summer Scholar pro-
gram is not a graduation requirement,”
she added. “It is our hope that rising
seniors look towards this experience
as an opportunity to document their
work and achievement, to work with
a mentor, to journal their activities,
and to present their experience to
other students — providing inspira-
tion to others.”

Taylor Diggs Attains
Gold Star Status at Citadel

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Taylor
Diggs of Scotch Plains is among
nearly 500 cadets and students rec-
ognized for their academic achieve-
ments at The Citadel, having earned
gold star honors for Spring 2020.

The customary parade honoring the
cadets was cancelled, but recogniz-
ing the academic successes of Citadel
cadets and students is a special tradi-
tion each semester, even one as atypi-
cal as this. These cadets and students
earned their grades in unique circum-
stances and were able to focus on
their studies while transitioning to
virtual learning in March 2020.

Gold stars are awarded to cadets
and students at The Citadel who
achieved a 3.7 grade point average or
higher. Cadets and students who
achieve gold star recognition also are
placed on The Citadel’s Dean’s List.

The Citadel offers rigorous aca-
demic programs through its 16 aca-
demic departments that are organized
into five schools. One of the newest

departments is The Citadel Depart-
ment of Intelligence and Security Stud-
ies, which also is becoming one of the
most popular programs overall.

The Citadel, with its iconic campus
located in Charleston, S.C., offers a
classic military college education for
young men and women focused on
leadership excellence and academic
distinction. The approximately 2,400
members of the South Carolina Corps
of Cadets are not required to serve in
the military, but about one-third of
each class earns commissions to be-
come officers in every branch of U.S.
military service.

Citadel alumni have served the
nation, their states and their commu-
nities as principled leaders since
1842. The Citadel Graduate Col-
lege, founded more than 50 years
ago, offers 26 graduate degree pro-
grams, 25 graduate certificate pro-
grams and 10 undergraduate pro-
grams in the evening or online. For
more information, visit citadel.edu.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
SCHOLASTIC SUCCESS...Westfield High School Principal Mary Asfendis
congratulates senior Grace Endy, a 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program
Semifinalist.

W+H Students Learn About
Importance of Using Soap

AREA — Seventh-grade science
students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison recently took ad-
vantage of a timely opportunity to
learn more about the benefits of
using soap through an experiment
designed to teach the scientific
method. Wardlaw+Hartridge en-
rolls students from multiple area
municipalities.

Four volunteers were asked to
get their hands very “dirty” with a
mixture of coffee grounds and oils
and asked the question, “What is
the benefit of using soap when we
wash our hands?” After creating

their hypothesis, two volunteers got
a drop of soap (experimental group)
and two went without soap.

The students saw clearly how the
soap (a surfactant) helped the wa-
ter adhere to the oil/coffee mixture
to wash it more effectively. Andrea
Barnett, teacher and Science De-
partment co-chair, also was able to
introduce some facts about the
coronavirus, specifically about
having a fat layer that is damaged
by soap. She hopes this quick les-
son served to illustrate and rein-
force some important information
to keep everyone safe.

SHOW OF HANDS...CJ Strauss of Westfield displays her clean hands after
washing with soap. Seventh-grade science students at the Wardlaw+Hartridge
School participated in an experiment illustrating the benefits of using soap — a
lesson especially relevant during the coronavirus pandemic.

WHS Students Receive
Academic Recognitions

Local Students Are Among
National Merit Semifinalists
AREA — Officials of the Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion (NMSC) recently announced
the names of approximately 16,000
Semifinalists in the 66th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.
These academically-talented high-
school seniors have an opportunity
to continue in the competition for
some 7,600 National Merit Schol-
arships worth more than $30 mil-
lion that will be offered next Spring.
To be considered for a Merit Schol-
arship® award, Semifinalists must
fulfill several requirements to ad-
vance to the Finalist level of the
competition. More than 90 percent
of the Semifinalists are expected to
attain Finalist standing, and more
than half of the Finalists will win a
National Merit Scholarship, earn-
ing the Merit Scholar® title.

Local residents who are Semifi-
nalists in the 2021 National Merit
Scholarship Program are as follows:
Cranford — Robert J. Kelly,
Cranford High School; Scotch
Plains — Isabella An and Sonia
Kulkarni, Academy for Allied
Health Sciences; Chirag Furia, Alex
Keri and Meredith Rosenthal, Acad-
emy for Information Technology;
Luke Checchio and Miles A. Roper,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School; Ryan Chang, Daniela
Jayinski, Dylan McCann, Karen
Menezes, Jason Qiu and Caroline
E. Zhao, Union County Magnet
High School, and Pranav
Muralikrishnan, Union County Vo-
cational-Technical High School;
Westfield — Grace E. Endy,
Samantha E. Salz and Maxwell Z.
Scialabba, Westfield High School.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organi-
zation that operates without gov-
ernment assistance, was established
in 1955 specifically to conduct the
annual National Merit Scholarship
Program. Scholarships are under-
written by NMSC with its own funds
and by approximately 400 business
organizations and higher-education
institutions that share NMSC’s goals
of honoring the nation’s scholastic
champions and encouraging the pur-
suit of academic excellence.

Over 1.5 million juniors in about
21,000 high schools entered the 2021
National Merit Scholarship Program
by taking the 2019 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which
served as an initial screen of pro-
gram entrants. The nationwide pool
of Semifinalists, representing less

than 1 percent of United States high-
school seniors, includes the highest-
scoring entrants in each state. The
number of Semifinalists in a state is
proportional to the state’s percent-
age of the national total of graduat-
ing seniors.

To become a Finalist, the Semifi-
nalist and a high-school official must
submit a detailed scholarship appli-
cation, in which they provide infor-
mation about the Semifinalist’s aca-
demic record, participation in
school and community activities,
demonstrated leadership abilities,
employment, and honors and awards
received. A Semifinalist must have
an outstanding academic record
throughout high school, be endorsed
and recommended by a high-school
official, and write an essay.

From the approximately 16,000
Semifinalists, about 15,000 are ex-
pected to advance to the Finalist
level, and in February they will be
notified of this designation. All Na-
tional Merit Scholarship winners
will be selected from this group of
Finalists. Merit Scholar designees
are selected on the basis of their
skills, accomplishments and poten-
tial for success in rigorous college
studies, without regard to gender,
race, ethnic origin or religious pref-
erence.

Three types of National Merit
Scholarships will be oered in the
Spring of 2021. Every Finalist will
compete for one of 2,500 National
Merit® $2,500 Scholarships that
will be awarded on a state-repre-
sentational basis. About 1,000 cor-
porate-sponsored Merit Scholarship
awards will be provided by approxi-
mately 220 corporations and busi-
ness organizations for Finalists who
meet their specified criteria, such
as children of the grantor’s employ-
ees or residents of communities
where sponsor plants or oces are
located. In addition, about 180 col-
leges and universities are expected
to finance some 4,100 college-spon-
sored Merit Scholarship awards for
Finalists who will attend the spon-
sor institution.

National Merit Scholarship win-
ners of 2021 will be announced in
four nationwide news releases be-
ginning in April and concluding in
July. These scholarship recipients
will join more than 353,000 other
distinguished young people who
have earned the Merit Scholar title.
For more information about the
competition, visit nationalmerit.org.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT...Westfield High School seniors Samantha Salz
and Maxwell Scialabba, 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinal-
ists, are joined and congratulated by Principal Mary Asfendis, at right.

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School students continue to be rec-
ognized for academic excellence in
multiple and diverse areas.

The district recently announced se-
niors Grace Endy, Samantha Salz and
Maxwell Scialabba as National Merit
Semifinalists, as well as nine 12th grad-
ers recognized for their exceptional
academic promise as Commended Stu-
dents in the 2021 National Merit Schol-
arship Program: Kyle Azzaretto, Karan
Chulliparambil, Olivia Ebel, Jonathan
Keenan, Mira Mehta, Sophia Nazzaro,
Aprina Wang, Benjamin Zakharenko
and Kailey Zhao.

Additionally, Westfield High
School senior Mira Mehta recently
earned the Academic All American
Award from the National Speech and
Debate Association. Fewer than 1
percent of the more than 141,000
student members of the association
earn this prestigious award every year.
The award recognizes academic rigor,
competitive speech and debate suc-
cess, along with personal excellence.

Westfield High School students
also performed well on the August
29 SAT, earning perfect scores in
the following subject areas:

Conor Daly, 11th grade – Math.
Vijay Sreenivasan, 11th grade –

Math.
Justin Shen, 12th grade  – Math

Level 2.
Lillian Qin, 11th grade – Biol-

ogy-M and Chemistry.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscriber

Joanne Rajoppi to Highlight
Women’s Suffrage at Tea

KENILWORTH – Nationally-ac-
claimed author and historian Joanne
Hamilton Rajoppi will highlight
women’s valiant, decades-long
struggle in winning the right to vote,
particularly the efforts of local and
Union County pathfinders, during a
Victorian “Pink Tea” to
be presented by the
Kenilworth Historical
Society. It will take
place on Saturday, No-
vember 14, in celebra-
tion of “100 Years of
Votes for Women.”

In commemorating
the ratification of the
19th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution,
which in 1920 gave
women the right to vote,
Ms. Rajoppi will spot-
light many who led the
decades-long Women’s
Suffrage movement,
particularly Kenilworth
and Union County residents who
helped further the cause and who
overcame daunting challenges in
paving the way for other women to
run for public office.

The Tea will begin at 12:30 p.m. at
the Kenilworth Veterans Center, lo-
cated at 33 South 21st Street, where
the ambience will resemble the “Pink
Teas” that Victorian women held to
secretly discuss such then-contro-
versial issues as women’s voting
rights. It was believed that referring
to the gatherings as “Pink Teas”
would mask their political purpose
and deter men from attending. An
array of assorted teas, tea sandwiches
and desserts will be served during
the event, which also will feature a
gift auction and door prizes.

Admission is $30. Advance reser-
vations by Wednesday, November 4,
are requested, as seating is limited. For
reservations/tickets, call (908) 709-
0434 or visit Especially Yours Florist
at 13 North 20th Street, Kenilworth.

Proceeds from the Tea and gift
auction will benefit the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s Oswald J.
Nitschke House circa 1880 “living
history” museum and cultural arts
center by helping to defray operat-
ing expenses, including the cost of
an elevator that makes all levels of
the site — “living history” museum,
exhibition center and cultural arts
center — fully accessible to every-

one.
Ms. Rajoppi is a pathfinder in her

own right, having been the first woman
in Union County’s history to be elected
Union County Clerk, a role that she
has fulfilled since 1995; the first woman
to serve as Union County Register of

Deeds and Mortgages, a
position that she held for
12 years prior to her elec-
tion as Union County
Clerk; the first woman to
chair the Union County
Board of Chosen Free-
holders in 1980, after
being elected to the board
in 1978; and the first
woman to be named
mayor of Springfield in
1977. Ms. Rajoppi also
served on the Springfield
Board of Education and
Township Committee. In
1981, she was appointed
New Jersey’s Assistant
Secretary of State by the

late former Governor Brendan Byrne.
Ms. Rajoppi additionally has

authored three books – “The Civil
War in New Brunswick: The
Brunswick Boys and the Great Re-
bellion”; “Northern Women in the
Aftermath of the Civil War – The
Wives and Daughters of the
Brunswick Boys,” and the nation-
ally-acclaimed “Women in Office:
Getting There and Staying There.”

Her publications have received
National Women’s Press Association,
New Jersey Women’s Press Associa-
tion and North Jersey Civil War
Roundtable Book honors.

goleader.com/subscriber

Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town

Joanne Rajoppi
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Letters to the Editor
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DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Maricolous – Marine or sea-dwell-

ing
2. Sobriquet – A nickname
3. Saleratus – Baking soda
4. Impinguation – A flattened state or

condition

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

NAIAD
1. A water nymph or woman swimmer
2. A thorny plant; Christ’s-thorn
3. A dwarf
4. The inner part of a temple

TINEA
1. Brushwood and thorns for making

and reparing hedges
2. Ringworm; a skin disease caused by

a fungus
3. A lime tree
4. A persistent ringing sound in the

inner ear
ICHTHYOLITE

1. A footprint
2. The impression of a fish in a rock
3. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
4. An extinct genus of birds with sock-

eted teeth and biconcave vertebrae
PHILIATER

1. An amateur medical student
2. A soldier, especially an infantry man
3. A stamp collector
4. A self-absorbed person

The Nature Fix: Mappiness

Westfield Participated
In National Solar

Panel Tour
I am happy to report that Westfield

was part of the National Solar Tour
this year. Solar owners across the
nation virtually opened their homes
and businesses the week of Septem-
ber 28 through October 4 as part of
the 25th Annual National Solar Tour.
To see the Westfield local virtual so-
lar tour, go to https://
www.nationalsolartour.org/events/
category/westfield-nj-solar-tour/
photo/.

Solar power has become much
cheaper than it was five to 10 years
ago. New Jersey is a good state for
rooftop solar panels or solar shingles.
If you install solar panels on your roof
this year, you will get a 26 percent tax
credit on your federal taxes next year.
Currently, the payback time in New
Jersey for solar panels is about five
years. The panels last 25 years, so for
about 20 years, you are making money
with the panels!

In addition to the economic ben-
efit, adding solar panels is one thing
that a homeowner can do to help the
environment. Climate change is hap-
pening now; we need to do whatever
we can locally while we wait for our
national leaders to decide that it is a
major issue!

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

2020 General Election Information
Offered by Union County Clerk

Natural Environments Like
Brightwood Park Should be Preserved

Candidate
Statements Welcome

Candidates for elected office are
invited to submit op-ed columns
each week. Columns should be
between 250 and 500 words, and
be issue based with no personal
attacks on opponents.

Drive-Thru Dunkin Should
Be Turned Down in Cranford

Educator’s Corner: ‘Nothing’ Ever
Happens at School

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“What happened at school to-
day?” – interested parent/grand-
parent/caregiver says.

“Nothing.” – said every kid ever.
Getting kids to talk. It’s a

parenting problem for the ages.
Targeted questions can help elicit
responses. Try some of these in-
stead!

Conversation starters — “What
was the best part of your day?”
“What was the worst part of your
day?” “What are you looking for-
ward to?”

Follow-up questions, like “Why
is that?” help your child focus on
supporting their ideas (and it just
might give you a few more de-
tails!).

Social/emotional questions —
It is so important to find out how
your kids are doing emotionally,
especially now. Ask about the fun-
niest part, the hardest/most chal-
lenging/easiest parts of their days.
“How are you handling today?”
“What did you do to help your-
self/someone else today?” “Did
you have any problems today?”
“How did you solve them?” “Did
anyone help?”

Relationship questions —
“What do you like about your
teacher?” “Tell me something
about who sits next to you?” (This
question can still work if your
child is remote by asking about
another classmate on the screen).
There are also more in-depth ques-
tions about more established
friends. “What makes (Alex) a
good friend?” “What do you do
that makes you a good friend?”
(Middle and high school students
will eye-roll at these types of ques-
tions, but they can still be used if
your child seems to be having
problems with a particular per-
son.)

Academic questions — “What
was something you (or the teacher)
read today?” “What kind of math
problems are you trying to solve?”
“Any interesting science/social
studies facts?” “What special sub-
ject did you have today?” “What
subject is easy/hard for you?”
“Teach me something that you
learned about today.”

Thought-provoking questions
— Kids have opinions. (My five-
year-old is certainly making hers
known these days!) “What would
you change about school?” “What

rules would you make?” “What
do you want to learn about that is
not being taught right now?”

Dreamer questions — Espe-
cially in stressful times, it’s im-
portant to dream, so if the above
questions are falling flat, try some
of these! “How would you design
the ideal tree house?” “What is
your dream vacation?” “If you
could solve a world problem, what
would it be?” “If you built a robot,
what would it do?”

Sometimes kids clam up be-
cause they are burnt out from the
day. School is their job and, just
like adults desire (or need) a men-
tal break from our jobs, kids need
that downtime, too. Grab a snack,
go to soccer practice, talk about
their favorite tv show, play video
games, ride bikes, etc.

Also, try putting some of these
questions in a bucket and picking
them. It’s a bit more random that
way, and you might just avoid the
“Why are you so nosy?” response.
Feel free to pass the buck to the
bucket! (It’s not me asking…)

Give some space when they
need it, but keep trying. The most
important part is to be genuinely
interested in their answers.

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not a typo for happiness,
Mappiness is an app designed to
measure our happiness. Mappiness
users’ movements, indoors and out-
side, are tracked and gathered to see
how contact with nature affects how
happy we feel. And does it ever!
Yet, we suburban dwellers, city resi-
dents too, spend about 95 percent of
our time indoors.

Stacks of research show that an
optimal mix of satisfying relation-
ships, meaningful activities, and
stimulation promotes happiness.
But these studies rarely consider
the impact of where we spend our
time. The Nature Fix, by the science
writer Florence Williams, details
nature’s impact on our well-being,
supported by neuroscience and psy-
chology studies.

Launched in 2010, Mappiness
now boasts several million users. It
provides researchers with a trove of
eye-opening findings. “The differ-
ence in joy respondents felt in ur-
ban versus natural settings was
greater than the difference they ex-
perienced from being alone versus
being with friends,” explained Flo-
rence Williams. “Yet, remarkably,

the respondents were rarely caught
outside.”

With our home lawns and gar-
dens, verdant parks, and charming
neighborhoods, why don’t we grab
daily doses of trees, birds, skies,
flowers, and bugs?

Yup, I said, “Bugs”! On a re-
cent visit to us from Maryland,
my almost-four-year-old grand-
daughter, Fiona, introduced me
to the book, Fancy Nancy: Ex-
plorer Extraordinaire by Jane
O’Connor. Fancy Nancy delights
and never cringes when tracking
assorted bugs, butterflies and
moths, flowers with fancy names
such as Showy Lady’s Slippers,
Queen Anne’s Lace, Forget-Me-
Nots, plus robins, pigeons, and
sparrows. One morning, a spider
web on our front porch glistened
with dewdrops. Fancy Nancy had
taught Fiona, who, in turn, taught
me that spiders do not qualify as
insects because they do not have
the required six legs, antenna, or
wings.

The morning after her bedtime
re-reading of Fancy Nature, Fiona
and I ventured outside, where she
watered the flowers and the grass.
The mottled bark of our front-fac-

ing Sycamore tree, clad in camou-
flage, caught her attention. After
pouring a generous spray of water
into the tree’s roots, Fiona planted a
big hug and a kiss on Sycamore’s
bark. Next, we observed a bumble-
bee make its rounds, pollinating the
ripe-red begonias that straddle the
front steps.

“Wow, Fiona,” I said, “I am no-
ticing such awesome, cool stuff
right in front of the house, thanks to
you and Fancy Nancy!”

Enliven all five of your senses
outdoors. Step outside and look,
listen, inhale to smell and taste, and
feel the texture of a tree’s bark or the
petals of your mums. Watch how
your woes evaporate.

Whether or not you read the Na-
ture Fix or Fancy Nancy, and I
recommend both books, go outside
for your nature adventure. Share
your sightings with us: trees, local
birds, flowers, and bugs. Notice
how immersing yourself in nature’s
bounty can quiet your worries and
give you a nature fix.

Please share your delightful na-
ture moments with The Westfield
Leader/Times by writing Gratitude
in the subject line and emailing
press@goleader.com.

The Governor and Legislature have
ordered an unprecedented change in
the November 3 General Election. Here
are the main points Union County vot-
ers need to know:

The 2020 General Election will be
conducted primarily through Vote-by-
Mail ballots. As required by state law,
the County Clerk’s Elections Division
has mailed General Election Vote-by-
Mail ballots to all registered voters.

The first mailing was concluded on
October 3, and there will be two addi-
tional mailings in October. If your
General Election ballot does not arrive
by October 25 or if you have lost or
damaged your ballot, please contact
the County Clerk’s Elections Division
for assistance by phone at (908)527-
4996 or by email at ucvote@ucnj.org.

Voters with disabilities who cannot
use a regular Vote-by-Mail ballot can
contact the Elections Division to ob-
tain an accessible ballot. Voters are
encouraged to return their Vote-by-
Mail ballots as soon as possible.

Return your Vote-by-Mail ballot by
U.S. Postal Service (postage is pre-
paid), deposit it in any of 22 secure
ballot drop boxes located throughout
the county or hand-deliver it to the
Board of Elections office in Elizabeth
or to the County Clerk’s offices in
Elizabeth or Westfield. Please note
that your ballot must be sealed in both
the certificate envelope and the mail-
ing envelop regardless of which method
you choose.

For hand delivery to the Board of
Elections or County Clerk, the voter
must sign a register and present a valid
New Jersey driver’s license or other
official New Jersey identification as
required by state law.

A limited number of polling places
will be open on Election Day, Tuesday,
November 3. You can bring your Vote-
by-Mail ballot to your designated poll-

ing place, but remember that it must be
sealed inside both the certificate and
mailing envelopes.

ADA-accessible voting machines
will be available at the polling sites on
Election Day only for voters with dis-
abilities that prevent them from filling
out paper ballots.

The General Election Vote-by-Mail
ballots are clearly marked “General
Election” at the top. Ballots marked
“Primary Election” are from the July 7
Primary Election and should be dis-
carded. Voters who have mistakenly
used a Primary ballot can still vote in
the General Election with their Gen-
eral Election Vote-by-Mail ballot.

Throughout the 2020 election cycle,
my focus has been on ensuring that
voters understand the options avail-
able to them. My office has been using
all available tools, including media,
social media, the
unioncountyvotes.com website, the
UC Votes app for mobile devices and
the Union County First Alert system to
disseminate accurate, up-to-date in-
formation to the public.

We have also created a how-to-vote
brochure, which has been sent to each
voter with their Vote-by-Mail ballot.
In addition, we have created a step-by-
step video on how to use a Vote-by-
Mail ballot, which can be viewed at
unioncountyvotes.com/how-to-vote.

Voters can also track their Vote-by-
Mail ballots by using the New Jersey
Division of Elections Ballot Tracker
tool. More details are available at
unioncountyvotes.com/track-my-bal-
lot.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact the Elections
Division at (908)527-4996, or email
ucvote@ucnj.org.

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

On October 5, the Cranford Zoning
Board heard an application for a drive-
thru Dunkin Donuts at South Avenue
and Lincoln Avenue across from
Walgreens and Bank of America.

The application requires a use vari-
ance because a drive thru DD is pro-
hibited by zoning ordinance.

One only needs to drive by the site to
understand why the variance should
be denied. At issue is the increased
intensity of use, queuing of cars on
South Avenue and additional traffic
safety concerns. Additionally, the pro-
posal includes 12-foot high lighting
poles, huge illuminated signs and a
circus-like atmosphere that will bor-
der a residential area.

The applicant’s traffic engineer tes-
tified that making a left hand turn out
of the driveway onto westbound South
Avenue in front of an oncoming bus
across a yellow double line is perfectly
safe; inexplicably, the township’s en-
gineer, Maser Consulting, agreed.

Consider that at the same time one is
inching out of the driveway to make
the left onto westbound South Avenue,
cars will be turning left off of west-
bound South Ave into the same drive-
way. No responsible driver or reason-
able person can take such testimony
seriously. And that is the problem – so
far common sense has prevailed, but
often it does not.

Cranford residents are left paying
for testimony by Maser Consulting, a

well-connected engineering firm that
is politically motivated and, in this
case, appears to be ignoring public
safety. During the meeting, the town’s
engineer revealed that the applicant
has met with Union County officials to
discuss the application. South Avenue
is a county road, but approval of the
variance and responsibility for hear-
ings on the matter rest with the Cranford
Zoning Board.

I realize that the applicant owns 19
Dunkin Donuts in Union County and
that is a lot of DOUGH – but making
a left turn in front of a bus with limited
sight lines is nuts. It will clearly create
serious safety issues on South Avenue.

The zoning board members must
have the courage to reject the political
pressure and to do what is best for the
residents of Cranford. This applica-
tion, if approved, will create a situa-
tion that is worse than the one created
by the approval of the Starbucks on
North Avenue. At least Starbucks
doesn’t have a bus stop in front of its
driveway.

It’s time to change the direction of
Cranford and to elect officials who are
more interested in doing what is best
for the township versus putting dough-
nuts in their political party’s Union
County offices.

Rita LaBrutto
Cranford

Mayor Brindle, members of the city
council and citizens of Westfield, please
reconsider your plans to put a mountain
bike path in Brightwood Park. The park
may be underused by people, but it is
not underused by nature. If you read
The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter
Wohlleben, you will learn that trees,
like us, live in communities. They are
very social beings who communicate
through scent and their roots. They
provide shelter, shade, food, oxygen
and control of water runoff, creating a
sanctuary for migratory birds and other
wildlife.

We have already destroyed much of
the natural world in the suburbs by
replacing it with grass and ornamental
trees and shrubs, creating sterile envi-
ronments. A mountain bike path could
destroy habitat, drive out birds and in-
terrupt the quiet solitude of a rich eco-
system in the middle of suburbia. Can
we please leave one piece of nature to
itself?

In the book Outside Lies Magic by
Harvard professor John Stilgoe, we read

about seeing in new ways and enriching
our lives unexpectedly. It is about the
art of exploring. Exploration encour-
ages creativity, serendipity and inven-
tion. Walking the trails of Brightwood
Park provides the benefits of escaping
from the confines of our programmed
lives. Today we need this solitude more
than ever.

I propose an alternative way for the
people of Westfield to use the park. It is
the perfect place to teach our children
to respect and reconnect with nature.
Schools could use the park to teach art,
science, biology, horticulture, botany,
primitive skills and conservation.
Maybe the town could partner with an
organization to mentor us in the best
way to use this hidden gem. After all,
we are here on earth for such a short
period of time. It would be nice to give
back instead of always taking. We should
preserve what remains of the natural
environment for the next generation.

Pat Brentano
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor
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Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET!
COME ONE, COME ALL

WE HOPE YOUR HALLOWEEN IS A BALL!

Bring in your Halloween Candy from November 2nd to
November 6th and drop it off in our BIG BOX DROP OFF,

located in the front foyer of our office and have your child
take a dental goody bag with special surprises inside!

For further information please contact our office
at 908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

TRICK OR TREAT

The Importance of
Teaching the Holocaust

By JESSICA ISSER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As the great-granddaughter of im-
migrants who survived the Holocaust,
I learned about the Holocaust as soon
as I was old enough to understand.
My great-grandparents fled their small
town in Poland when the Nazis in-
vaded and lived in Siberia for the
remainder of World War II. After
seeking refuge in a displaced persons
camp in Germany, in 1949, my great-
grandparents moved with my grandpa,
who was six years old at the time, and
his little sister to Shepherdstown, West
Virginia. However, not all of my rela-
tives were as lucky. The family mem-
bers who were unable to leave Poland
after the Nazi invasion all perished in
the Holocaust, along with six million
other Jewish people around Europe.
While this tragic time in history looms
large in my life, learning about the
Holocaust is not the case for every
American.

In September, a nationwide survey
conducted by Claims Conference
found that there is a lack of basic
Holocaust knowledge among
millennials and Gen Z. According to
nbcnews.com, 63 percent of those
surveyed did not know that 6 million
Jewish people were murdered in the
Holocaust and 48 percent could not
name one concentration camp. Shock-
ingly, 10 percent of respondents un-
der the age of 40 don’t recall ever
having heard the word “Holocaust”
before.

Even more scary, 7 percent of re-
spondents were not sure if the Holo-
caust really happened and three per-
cent deny the Holocaust all together.

This lack of knowledge stems from
the education system. Fortunately, not
everyone has as strong of a tie to the
Holocaust as I do and won’t learn
about the genocide from their family
history. But, that doesn’t mean it’s not
important to know. Schools around
the country should be responsible for
teaching about the Holocaust and
educating students about how evil
humankind can be when hate builds.
According to the website for the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington D.C., only
15 states in the U.S. require teaching
of the Holocaust. It’s no wonder that
so many young adults don’t know
about the Holocaust; they were never
taught it.

Yet, even in the states where the
Holocaust is part of the curriculum,
the education system continues to fail
its students. The first time I ever offi-
cially learned about the Holocaust in
a school setting was when I read Lois
Lowry’s Number the Stars. In con-
junction with the class read-aloud,
the fifth graders of Wilson Elemen-
tary School also had an assembly
where a Holocaust survivor came to
the school to tell her story. While it is
extremely important to educate
younger students and this experience
was crucial in teaching the impor-
tance of the Holocaust, one experi-
ence like this is not enough.

I did not even discuss the Holo-
caust again in school until last year in
my 11th grade American Studies class.
Because the curriculum assumes we
already learned about the facts of the
Holocaust, this lesson consisted of a
discussion-based class where we gen-
erally conversed about the horrors of
the Holocaust and its significance in
history. The conversation was valu-
able and interesting and would have
been an incredible enhancement to a
unit dedicated to teaching about the
Holocaust, but because we had read a
historical fiction book about the Ho-
locaust in fifth grade, apparently we
no longer needed to learn that six
million Jewish people died in the
Holocaust or that there were concen-
tration camps made to either work
Jewish people to death or kill them in
gas chambers. Not everyone is going
to go out and learn about the Holo-
caust by themselves, nor should we
expect them to. But, we should ex-

pect our schools and our country to
educate people about the systematic
killing of almost an entire population.

The reason why everyone should
learn about the Holocaust, regardless
of their religion or where they are
from, and the reason why there is an
International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day every year, is not only to
mourn the lives that were lost, but
also to ensure that something like this
never happens again. It is scary to
think that a government-instituted
plan could consist of the mass de-
struction of a religious population. It
is terrifying to think that there is so
much hate and division in the world
that people could be forced to dig
their own ditch which they would
then be shot into. It is petrifying to
think that something this horrible hap-
pened only 75 years ago and that all
of those who were fortunate enough
to survive will soon no longer be
around to share their stories.

The Holocaust may seem like dis-
tant history, but in reality, we still see
anti-Semitism today. According to
nytimes.com, the Anti-Defamation
League reported that from 2018 to
2019 there was a 12 percent increase
in the number of recorded anti-Semitic
incidents, which is the highest num-
ber of cases since the ADL started
tracking them in 1979.

Maybe if people knew that draw-
ing a swastika in the school bathroom
actually symbolized the mass murder
of six million people, they would
think twice before grabbing a marker.
Maybe if people knew that 1.1 mil-
lion people died in Auschwitz, they
wouldn’t make a joke about concen-
tration camps. Maybe if people knew
the abominations of the Holocaust,
there would be more tolerance, sensi-
tivity and inclusion in this world, not
just for Jewish people, but for every
marginalized group in history.

Mayoral Candidate Losardo
Offers Viewpoints to Voters

Ellen Zimmerman Wants Many
Voices at the Table in Scotch Plains

Candidate Statements

As you cast your vote for mayor of
Scotch Plains, it is important voters should
know where the candidates stand. I had
thought the mayor and town council de-
bate would have occurred by now, but of
all the available dates proposed by the
town’s Democratic and Republican Com-
mittees, the only mutually available date
appears to be October 29, according to
the town’s Republican Committee.

With the debate so far off, and as-
suming that you may (and you should!)
vote early, I summarize below where I
stand on issues that affect you, your
property and this town. I hope this
information is helpful as you consider
your mayoral choices.

Taxes: My pledge is to run this town
as cost effectively as possible and clear
out waste.

I am supportive of revisiting the con-
cept of merging the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Police Departments if there
is a proven benefit to Scotch Plains.

Downtown Redevelopment: We
should be open and honest with our
residents – this town is considering a
redevelopment plan that is massive and
will take time, perhaps a decade or
more, to become a reality.

This town must consider other po-
tential locations for a new municipal
building and police and fire stations
before harming the Conservation Zone
on Plainfield Avenue.

Redeveloping our downtown and

constructing a new library/community
center are game changers for Scotch
Plains. We must be certain Scotch Plains
can afford these undertakings before
proceeding.

Green and Recreation Space: Our
predecessors planned poorly, and
Scotch Plains no longer has sufficient
green or recreational space for its resi-
dents. We must, therefore, preserve our
existing green space and find more
where possible.

Our Recreation Commission must
consider improving services, such as
installing dog parks on the north and
south sides of town and using LED
sports lighting with pinpoint precision
on our athletic fields.

We pay a lot of taxes to live here – the
town should take even better condition
of our parks and fields. Better use of
town resources should be considered
on all events that consistently have low
attendance as well.

There is much more to discuss and I
am happy to do so. Please reach out to
me directly with any specific question
or matter that you want to see high-
lighted in this election.

And, finally, please make your voices
heard and vote!

Josh Losardo
Deputy Mayor

Democratic Mayoral Candidate
Scotch Plains Township

In the past couple of decades, I have
had many titles. For nearly 22 years, I
have been a mom and a mom to three
students of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School district for a total of 17 of those
years. I have been a wife for a few years
longer than that. I have been a social
worker for the past 20 years. I have
been PTA President, a leader of Girl
Scout Troops 260 and 181, a JCC Board
member and most recently, the Direc-
tor of Human Resources for the Franklin
Food Bank. Through each of these titles
and the responsibilities that come with
them, I have learned the importance of
patience and the value of making room
at the table for many ideas and voices.

I have never been a politician; it is not
a title I ever pictured myself holding,
but I believe it is time for that title to
take on a very new meaning, and I think
I can help.

Throughout the past few years, it has
become increasingly apparent to me,
and I’m sure to many of you, that it is
time for the word “politician” to get a
serious makeover in our country. And if
the Black Lives Matter protests of the
past few months have proven anything,
it is that this makeover is long overdue.

I believe that the changes I hope to
see in this country can start right here in
Scotch Plains. If I am elected, I will do

everything in my power to make our
town an example for what an inclusive,
welcoming and safe American town
can look like. With the help of organi-
zations such as REAL Parents x SPF
forming in our community, I hope I can
help to provide a more inclusive atmo-
sphere. I hope to encourage our town
and its resources to support more of our
BIPOC community.

This starts with making decisions
that involve the whole town.

There should and must be room for
many voices at the table, and even if the
type of open forum meetings I would
like to have may not be possible in this
pandemic age, this will mean that my
Zoom will be open to ideas from every-
one in town.

The Democratic Mayoral Candidate,
Josh Losardo, and I want to see more
new faces at town hall. We want resi-
dents who never participated in their
local government to serve. We are con-
fident that our town will be an even
more accommodating, safe place to
live as more residents participate and
make it so.

I invite you all to join us.

Ellen Zimmerman
Democratic Candidate

Scotch Plains Township Council

Evan Murray Seeks Reelection to
Scotch Plains-FW School Board

My name is Evan Murray and I am
looking to renew my commitment to the
communities of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood by running for a third term on
the Board of Education. As a lifelong
resident of Union County, a resident of
Scotch Plains for almost 10 years, a
member of the Board of Education for
six years, and a parent with two children
currently in our school system, I fully
understand the needs of our two commu-
nities from the perspective of both par-
ents and the school administration.

I am proud of the work I have done
with the board over the past six years.
Among my proudest achievements are
the implementation of full day kinder-
garten and field lighting at the high
school athletic fields.  And after the
Parkland shooting in Florida, we moved
with speed to upgrade our students’ safety
by adding additional security measures
and personnel to our buildings. Although
the likelihood of a similar event in our
town was small, and a handful of angry
voices criticized us for overreacting, the
support we received from comforted
parents was overwhelming.

Similarly, none of us saw the COVID-
19 pandemic coming, and there was no
playbook to guide us on the best way to
safely navigate through something none
of us had ever seen before. While partici-
pating in the decision-making process in
the midst of the pandemic, I was fully
cognizant that there is no replacement
for traditional in-person schooling, but I
also recognized the need to provide a
safe and appropriate teaching and learn-
ing experience for both teachers and
students. We worked very hard to bal-
ance the educational, social, and emo-
tional needs of our students with the
reality of our infrastructure and best
safety practices.

The health and safety of our students
and staff are of paramount importance to
me. They have always been and will
always remain at the forefront of my
decision-making. And to those who feel
we are again overreacting, I have tried to
make this priority as clear as possible. As
a district we have communicated this
through multiple channels, including
surveys, focus groups, town halls, Board
meetings, long-form answers to ques-

tions submitted via email, and formal
documentation from the district with
regards to planning. Monitoring plans
and communication with the commu-
nity continues to be a priority to ensure
there is transparency into how the dis-
trict is sharing details around any chal-
lenges and changes to the planning
throughout the school year.

I am describing this in detail now
because as Board members we are pro-
hibited to engage in conversations re-
lated to the BOE on social media or
elsewhere. This is often a difficult situa-
tion, because we have been elected by
the community but cannot respond di-
rectly to those who have entrusted us to
make the best possible decisions.

Despite the pandemic, our work has
gone on, and one of the key focus areas
for the district in 2020 has been Diver-
sity, Inclusion, and Equity. I will con-
tinue to ensure that our schools strive for
full educational equity, where every stu-
dent has access to all of our resources,
regardless of his or her race, ethnicity, or
disability. Only by providing students
with every available opportunity can
they be guaranteed the support they need
in order to succeed as both students and
citizens. Using the curriculum to teach
them to see themselves and to learn
about others will provide them with the
tools they need to advocate for fairness
and equality, and to recognize and stand
up to racism and injustice. Teachers also
need to be culturally responsive in the
classroom, and provided with in-district
professional development as well as
workshops offered by legitimate profes-
sional organizations. We also need to
continually review our hiring practices
to ensure we have a diverse workforce
that is fair and equitable across all dis-
trict employees.

Finally, this year will afford our com-
munity the opportunity to build out a
new Strategic Plan for 2021-2024. This
plan is an invaluable tool in providing
direction and setting priorities for our
school district to continue on the path of
improving outcomes for all students. I
look forward to inviting our community
to immerse themselves in leading that
direction.

I hope my passion for this position is
clear. In my working life I am presently
employed by one of the largest Global
Fixed Income managers, but my heart is
with our students and educators and in
helping serve the best interests of our
towns. I have been honored to serve our
students and their families for the past
six years, and should I be given the
opportunity to continue I promise to
carry us forward with integrity and dedi-
cation.

Thank you for your consideration
when you cast your vote for the 2020
School Board Election.

Evan Murray
Candidate for Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education

Westfield is Lucky to
Have Brightwood Park

We must thank the Westfield Mayor,
the town council, and the recreation
commission for a brilliant plan. They
hired a reputable company, ETC, to
execute a statistically significant sur-
vey of the Westfield townspeople to
assess their greatest desires for our
parks. The survey declared the top 70
percent of votes were for Hiking/
Walking, Nature/Natural areas, Paved
Bike lanes, and Neighborhood parks.

Brightwood Park is the only park in
Westfield that truly has 3 out of 4 of
the highest in demand features de-
sired by the townspeople, but be-
cause Brightwood has had years of
unintended neglect, the town leaders
announced that they were planning to
build a Mountain Bike Course over 2/
3 of the park to be managed by a state-
wide mountain biking organization
that has been banned in all Union and
Essex county parks.

So, what happened?
Westfield residents from all over

town banded together to fend off
JORBA’s proposal. Friends of
Brightwood have worked each week-
end to rehabilitate the park from years
of neglect by feverishly removing
massive fields of invasive species
and historic rubbish dumps from the
park, thanks to the help of Westfield’s
Department of Public Works. We have
watched Zoom lectures on native,
bee, and butterfly plants to replace
invasive species. We have embraced

the photographers, bird enthusiasts,
artists, and fishermen. We have found
more and more families, dog-walk-
ers, and explorers daring to find out
how to play and learn in a truly natu-
ral park. Westfield is lucky to have
knowledgeable professionals who
know and teach science.

Thank you to our town leaders for
a brilliant move. You may have saved
one of the most unique recreational
facilities our town has to offer. Peace,
relaxation, and gentle admiration of
nature is the recreation missing in this
town.

There is more to do!!! If we all
continue to band together to learn
how to properly save, protect, and
discover a truly natural space, we will
be rewarded for generations.

Friends of Brightwood Park
Friendsofbrightwood.org

Westfield Education Fund
Spreading Thanks to Teachers

WESTFIELD —  The Westfield Edu-
cation Fund (WEF), a non-profit that
aims to be a driver for innovation in the
Westfield Public Schools, is encouraging
families to display lawn signs as a public
thank you to teachers and students for
being true heroes in this challenging year.
With timing anchored around Thanks-
giving, the WEF is hoping to spread a
positive sentiment throughout the com-
munity at a trying time.

“We see the incredible energy and
dedication teachers are committing to
make this challenging year an effective
one, and wanted to find a way to pub-
licly recognize these efforts,” said
Nicole Breslow, President of the WEF.
“We see it as a double win to have
created a vehicle to allow the commu-
nity to applaud teachers while simulta-
neously giving back to our schools. It
will be so touching and meaningful to
see this common sentiment of thanks
spread throughout our town.”

Signs are two-sided: “THANKFUL
for our teachers!” on one side and “Sup-
port our Westfield Schools” on the other.
Local mom and Westfield resident
Tracey Edelstein designed the signs.
Signs are $30 each. All proceeds fund
innovation for the schools. Signs are
available for purchase at: https://
westfieldedfund.org/lawn-signs

With the proceeds from the sale of
these signs, the WEF will fund grants to

strengthen and enrich students’ aca-
demic experience. For instance, during
2020-2021, WEF is funding nearly
$40,000 to sponsor the Racial Literacy
Initiative, impacting all schools in the
district. In 2019-2020, WEF funded
improvements to the design and engi-
neering classrooms at each of the inter-
mediate schools. Historically, a signifi-
cant portion of grant making has fo-
cused on funding various technology
tools to integrate into instruction.
Schools across the district have re-
ceived Makerspace materials,
Chromebooks, iPads, computers, print-
ers, interactive projectors, document
cameras, and camcorders to support
student learning, all funded by WEF.

About Westfield Education Fund
(WEF): WEF is run by a Board of
Directors comprised of Westfield parent
volunteers and was established in 1991
by community members, in partnership
with the school district and Board of
Education. It supports innovative projects
that strengthen and enrich students’ aca-
demic experience but fall beyond the
school district budget. Visit
westfieldedfund.org to learn more about
the WEF and its mission “to promote a
culture of innovation and enrich stu-
dents’ academic and social emotional
learning”. WEF is a non-profit and relies
completely on donations from the com-
munity to fund such initiatives.
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CHAPMAN TD RUN, KO TD; CALDWELL, COATES ON ‘D’

Cougars Ruffle Ridge, 42-19,
In Grid ‘Senior Night’ Clash

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” at Memorial Field
in Cranford turned the visiting Ridge
Red Devils green with envy when the
huge Cougar line opened up big holes
offensively and plugged any running
game defensively which resulted in a
42-19 triumph on October 9. Offen-
sively, the Cougars mixed a fine run-
ning game of 146 yards, including
three touchdown runs, with their pass-
ing attack of 152 yards, which in-
cluded two touchdown strikes.

Senior Dennis DeMarino and junior

Shane Van Dam shared the quarter-
back responsibilities. DeMarino com-
pleted five of six passes for 100 yards,
including a 26-yard TD strike to junior
receiver Will Gallagher (2 receptions,
37 yards). Van Dam completed three
of four passes for 46 yards, including
a 26-yard TD connection with senior

Marcus Johnson (2 receptions, 35
yards). DeMarino also tossed a 48-
yard bomb to senior Arjun Petgrave (2
receptions 61 yards). Senior Jake
Chapman had a 10-yard reception and
junior Zion Hammond had a three-
yard reception.

On the ground, Van Dam carried
eight times for 61 yards, including a 33-
yard TD scoot. DeMarino carried 10
times for 35 yards and Chapman car-
ried seven times for 31 yards, including
a 23-yard TD run. Junior Colin Murray
had a 20-yard TD run and Johnson
carried four times for five yards.

Defensively, with the assistance of
big men such as juniors Matt Fries (3
tackles) and Kevin Shriner (3 tackles,
three throws for losses - TFL), senior
linebacker Nate Caldwell gobbled up
seven tackles, two assisted, a sack
and a TFL, and senior Matt Coates
had six tackles and seven assisted

tackles. Chapman made seven tackles
with two TFLs, senior cornerback
Luke Infante had three tackles with
six assisted and senior linebacker
Kevin Keogh made three tackles with
four assisted, two sacks and three
TFLs. Senior Nick Librera was in-
volved in four tackles with a TFL and
blocked a point after attempt.

“All week in practice we knew we
had to be physical. We had a good
game plan going in. We trusted our
coaching, did our assignments and
played physically,” Caldwell said.

“Every week in practice we pre-

pare like he said. We had our game
plan set. We are always filling our
gaps. We are always listening to what
the coaches say and it really pays off
in the end,” said Chapman, who added,
“the thing that is special about this
team is that everyone on the team

WILLIAMS BURIES HEADER ON NORMANN’S CORNER

Cougars Get Past Blue Devils
In Girls Soccer Showdown, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Something have to give and it finally
did when senior Kirsten Williams was
in the right position to receive sopho-
more Meghan Normann’s corner kick
from the right side and head it into the
net with 13:37 remaining to give the
No. 13 Cranford High School girls
soccer team a 1-0 lead over No. 14
Westfield that held up at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 8.

“We knew that we were struggling
with shooting and getting the ball on
net the whole game. We also saw that
we got like 15 minutes left. We got to
put one in the back of the net. Me and

‘Soph’ (senior co-captain/midfielder
Sophia Montague), we guided every-
body around. Like ‘this is where we
were going.’ I got on the back post with
Sophie behind me and let’s see what
happens, and I made a good connec-
tion. We caught the defense off guard
and I put it in,” Williams described.

The 2-1 Cougars may have had a
slight edge in the first half and man-
aged to get off four shots that Blue
Devil keeper Sara Perlin stopped but
for the most part, it was a back-and-
forth battle.

“The first half was back and forth.
We came out hot for the first 15 or so.
Westfield then took over. They had

their momentum. It was 50-50. There’s
always going to be momentum swings
but it’s which team can ride that out,
is a little consistent. That’s the team
sometimes that gets the win,” Cougar
Head Coach Andrew Gagliardo said.

When the Blue Devils did get the
momentum, they received strong ef-
forts from a pair of sophomores,
Alyssa Martinez and Gabby Gil.

“Alyssa Martinez, who played last
year was our second-leading goal
scorer, we are super excited to have
back. And Gabby Gil didn’t play last
year but came to play this year. They
both play on the same club team, they

PRYBYLSKI 24-YRD FG, HEARD ON ‘D’, SHINNERS INT.

St. Joseph Stops Blue Devils
With 20-3 Gridiron Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening day for the Westfield High
School football team came a week
late when they hosted St. Joseph
(Metuchen) at Gary Kehler Stadium
on October 10 and the Falcons fresh
off a 17-12 win over the Elizabeth
Minutemen capitalized on a pair of
interceptions, a long gun touchdown
strike and a huge breakaway run to
overcome the Blue Devils, 20-3.

Defensively with the leadership of
co-captains Jon Heard, Will Heflin
and Dan Shakal, the Blue Devils held
up immediately when outside line-
backer Matt Shinners intercepted
quarterback Matt Stanton’s pass and
returned it to the Falcon 35-yard line.
Unfortunately the Blue Devils could
not cash in with a touchdown but did
settle for a 24-yard field goal by Mack
Prybylski with 6:13 on the clock.

The two week mandatory practice
shutdown for Westfield sports may
have been a disadvantage, but Heard
offered his opinion, “We were trying to
work out and do whatever we could
legally. But it’s not an excuse. I think
we saw some good things on offense
and defense. We also let up big plays
on defense.”

“I thought our defense played well.
We are not making any excuses. We
didn’t do enough offensively today.
We got to get better there. That’s what
it is. Defense played hard and let up a
couple of plays. We get a turnover
early and only get three points out of
it,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno accessed.

The Falcons got nowhere on their
next series and punted but the Blue
Devils had no luck either and punted
to the Falcon’s 31-yard line. Next
came a shocker when running back

Omari Jones received the handoff and
hooked left down the sideline for a
69-yard touchdown with 3:21 left in
the quarter. Chris Wilde booted the
point after for a 7-3 lead.

“I have to take that play on myself
because I have to lead the team, so we
have to step up on defense and on
offense, we have to keep moving the
ball and pick it up from here,” Heard
said.

The Blue Devils gained possession
on their own 35 after the kickoff went
out of bounds and after Prybylski (7
rushes, 40 yards) completed an eight-
yard pass to junior Logan Howland (3
receptions, 20 yards) he was picked
off by Anai Brake at midfield. Twelve
plays later, Stanton sneaked in from
the one and Wilde split the uprights
for a 14-3 lead with 7:30 remaining in
the half.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST OUT OF HIS REACH...The pass from quarterback Mack Prybylski is just out of reach for receiver Trey Constantinou,
No. 19, to grab in the game against the St. Joseph (Metuchen) Falcons at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GROUNDING A FALCON...Blue Devils Jon Heard, No. 45, and James Csorba, No. 8, bring down a Falcon, Heard was
involved in numerous tackles but the St. Joseph (Metuchen) Falcons won 20-3.

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING TO GIVE IT THE BOOT...Blue Devil Will Skoletsky, No. 3, prepares to give the ball the boot as James Birle,
No. 4, pays close attention in the game against the Union Farmers on October 10. Max Rokhsar and Andrew Macik scored
goals, while Chris Cicca and Henry Meacock added assists in the 2-0 Westfield victory. Ryan Friedberg made 6 saves.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING FOR THE END ZONE...Cougar running back Jake Chapman, No. 14, heads for the end zone in the first quarter
against Ridge. Chapman also added an 85-yard kickoff return for a touchdown in the Cougars’ 42-19 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A GALLENT EFFORT...Blue Devil goalkeeper Sutton Factor makes a gallant effort to deflect the ball after a
corner kick in the game against the Cougars at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 8. Cranford won 1-0.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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From the files of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times - complete accounts
found at goleader.com - year, month,
week.

September 27, 2019: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team pulled
off a stunning, last minute, 23-21 vic-
tory on the road against Immaculata in
Somerville. With his earlier missed
extra point being the difference in the
game, junior place kicker Akin
Akinwunmi trotted out onto the field
with :25 seconds remaining to attempt
his first ever varsity field goal with the
Raiders trailing 21-20. After enduring
a Spartan timeout meant to freeze him,
Akinwunmi calmly booted the game

winner straight through the uprights.
The Raiders dominated the first

half, surging out to a 20-0 lead with
their first three drives ending in TDs.
Junior QB Hayden Widder capped
the Raiders’ initial scoring drive with
a two-yard TD run that gave the Raid-
ers a 7-0 lead midway through the
first quarter.

Next, Widder rolled to his right,
then spotted Justin Clark breaking
towards the pylon and lofted a perfect
toss that the speedy receiver cradled
as he crossed the goal line for a 13-0
Raider lead. The Raiders scored again
on their next series. This time the TD
came in the form of a 50-yard run by
lightning fast RB Shawn Martin which
made it 20-0.

September 28, 2019: Heroics were
needed and the heroics did come just
in the nick of time when the Westfield
football team, trailing 17-14 with 1:41
remaining, answered with a nine-play,
71-yard scoring drive to sting the pre-
viously unbeaten Watchung Hills War-
riors, 21-17, at Gary Kehler Stadium.

On that drive, Blue Devil senior

quarterback Hank Shapiro got two
important gains from senior running
back Tim Alliegro to go with two
magnificent catches from senior tight
end John Czarnecki and three from
senior split end Griffin Rooney, which
included the game-winning three-yard
reception with 11 seconds left in the
game.

The Blue Devil defense led by se-
nior linebacker Will Kessler with
seven tackles, defensive lineman
Colin Freer with four tackles and Dan
Shakal, Matt Varano and Matt
O’Connor with three tackles each,
limited the 3-1 Warriors to 73 yards
rushing. Warrior quarterback Chad
Martini, who completed only one pass

for nine yards in the first half, finished
with nine completions for 135 yards,
including a 29-yard TD strike to Brian
Hayward.

September 22, 2018: Sarah Hacker
set a WHS record (for the course) by
finishing third in the Senior Division
and Will McGlynn finished first in the
Sophomore Class race as the Westfield
boys and girls cross-country teams
made a strong showing at the Bernie
Magee Class Meet at Morris Plains.
The Lady Blue Devils won the Sopho-
more Class with a 35 total and Caroline
Collins finished second with a time of
20:12.4.

The Westfield senior boys placed
second with a total of 129 and the
Raider boys placed fifth at 182. Raider
Ben Fleischer finished fourth with a
time of 15:57.2. The Blue Devils won
the Junior Class race with a total of
32. Kevin Yucetepe at 16:19.2 and
Will Loggia at 16:26.7 finished 3-4.
Will McGlynn took top honors in the
Sophomore Class with a time of
16:32.5 as the Blue Devils placed
third with a 146 total.

September 22, 2018: Cranford
scored three second half goals to pull
away from Union Catholic on the way
to a 4-0 Boys soccer victory in Scotch
Plains. Drew Patterson, Tyler Burns,
James Coleman and Simon Levenstein
each had a goal to spark the Cougar
attack. The game was a key match-up
between Union County programs hop-
ing to impress ahead of the upcoming
seeding meetings for the talent-rich
Union County Tournament.

September 24, 2018: The Westfield
Gymnastics team defeated rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 105.625-104.8, at
Westfield H.S.. Raider TT Singletary
won the All-Around with a score of
35.075 beating Westfield’s Allie
Fernandez, who scored a 34.675.
Fernandez also won vault with a score
of 9.0. Blue Devil Kaela Azzaretto took

first on uneven bars with a score of 9.0.
Raider Nicole DeFrancesco placed first
on balance beam with a score of 9.1 and

TT Singletary took first on floor exer-
cise with a score of 9.45.

September 22, 2017: Effective play
initiated by the Cougars’ defensive
line in the first half quickly influ-
enced the defensive backfield early in
the second half then the offense fol-
lowed suit, along with the special
teams, as the Cranford football team
erased a 14-0, first-half deficit to earn
a 24-14 victory over the Rahway In-
dians at Memorial Field in Cranford.
The 2-1 Indians, who defeated Hill-
side, 35-21, and Governor Livingston,
42-14, were limited to 55 total yards
rushing — only eight yards in the
second half, and 129 of their 182
yards passing came in the first half.
Cougar quarterback Dan Curran car-
ried for two TDs and Josh Cadet added
another TD. Dante Cassaro and Elijah

Arroyo each had an interception.
Valentino Ambrosio booted a 39-yard
field goal.

September 23, 2017: Spurts of glory
on the part of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood football team in the first half
were countered by a tidal wave of
misfortune in the second half in the
Raiders’ home opener against the
Immaculata Spartans. The 0-3 Raid-
ers, playing on a par with the Spartans,
took a 17-14 lead with 1:01 left in the
first half only to yield a quick TD, then
suffered inconsistencies of epidemic
proportions in the second half, result-
ing in a 56-23 loss.

Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey
would complete 25 of 37 passes for
263 yards, including three TDs and
three interceptions. Heisey’s three pri-
mary receivers were Stewart (7 recep-
tions, 89 yards, TD), Anthony Porter
(9 receptions, 89 yards, 2 TDs) and
Justin Sanders (6 receptions, 77 yards).
Linebacker Nick Palazzollo had a

fumble recovery that set up a TD.
September 28, 2016: Constant

unrelenting pressure by the Westfield

field hockey team forced the Union
Farmers to resort to a state of un-
wanted back peddling in a 3-0 Blue
Devil triumph at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. That constant forward surge
resulted in respective goals by senior
Zoe Rader and sophomores Olivia
Pierce and Megan Webber.

September 30, 2016: Footballs and
misty rain saturated the sky at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford but the Cranford
Cougars relied almost exclusively on
a battering ground game to come out
on the top side of a 56-35 shootout
with the North Plainfield Canucks,
who relied very heavily on their aerial
attack.

The 2-2 Cougars amassed more
than 400 yards on the ground and
quarterback Brian Oblachinski was
the major gainer with 238 yards on 23

carries, which included respective TD
runs of 36 yards, 13 yards, 24 yards
and 31 yards. Oblachinski also com-
pleted seven of nine passes for 82
yards, including a 20-yard TD strike
to Sean Bryson, who also had a 15-
yard TD run. Running back Brian
McGovern blasted his way through
the Canucks’ defense, especially in
the second half, and ended up with
143 yards on 14 carries, including TD
runs of 18 yards and 27 yards.
Valentino Ambrosio was successful
in all eight of his points after.

September 30, 2016: Senior quar-
terback Philip Martini threw four first
half TD passes to help stake the
Westfield football team to a 40-0 half-
time lead on their way to a 40-14
blowout over Watchung Hills in
Watchung Hills. Ishmael Glasco
added to the fireworks display with a
39-yard TD run and an interception
return for another score.

Martini hit Jack Shirk for a six-yard
TD strike. Martini connected for his

second TD on the first play of the
second quarter when he found Mike
Moriarty on a 10-yard scoring pass.
Martini faded back and lofted a high
pass down the left sideline that Adam
McDaniel leaped up to corral before
turning and crossing the goal line for
a 33-yard TD strike. Martini tossed
his fourth TD pass of the half, this
time finding Shirk on a 21-yard post
pattern for the score.

October 1, 2016: For the second
time this season, Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood met for bragging
rights and an early claim to being the
best girls soccer team in Union County
and for the second time, the issue was
not settled. The Blue Devils and the
Raiders, both ranked in the Top-10,
battled to a thrilling 2-2 tie in Scotch
Plains.

Grace Elliott scored a pair of sec-
ond half goals to help Westfield come
from behind and forge a 2-0 lead.
Erica Muskus scored the Raiders’ first
goal then senior Sophie Brause bailed
the Raiders out with a sensational
game-tying goal in the 70th minute
that would eventually force overtime.

October 1, 2016: Quarterback
Tyler Jackson passed for three TDs
and ran in two TDs as the 4-0 Summit
Hilltoppers outgunned the 0-4 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team, 54-
35, in Scotch Plains.

Raider junior quarterback Cooper
Heisey completed 17 of 30 passes for
174 yards, which included a pair of
TDs and an interception. Raider wide
receiver Isaiah Stewart grabbed three
of Heisey’s passes for 52 yards, in-
cluding a 45-yard TD reception.
Dwight Lawler also grabbed three
passes for 47 yards, including a TD
grab for eight yards. Jack Lynch made
five catches for 32 yards and Anthony
Porter had five receptions for 34 yards.
Raider sophomore running back Alex
Oslislo led the Raiders’ ground attack
with 161 yards and three TDs on 17
carries.

October 3, 2015: Expectations of
a grueling struggle turned into an eye-
opening 42-0 rout by the Cranford
football team over the Summit
Hilltoppers at Tatlock Field in Sum-
mit. By halftime the 4-0 Cougars held
a 35-0 lead that put the entire second
half in a Mercy Rule format.

Quarterback Jack Schetelich com-
pleted six of 10 pass attempts for 131
yards, including a 38-yard TD strike
to Joe Norton, who finished with three
receptions for 95 yards. Norton also
hit all of his point after attempts.
Schetelich also had TD runs of 24
yards and seven yards. Running back
Sean Leonard (6 carries, 42 yards)
also hit pay dirt twice with an eight-
yard fumble return and a seven-yard
TD run. The other Cougar TD came
compliments of Brian Oblachinski,
who returned an interception 47 yards
into the end zone. He added a second
interception.

October 4, 2015: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood defenders knew they had one
mission if they were going to win
Saturday’s game against North
Hunterdon. That mission was to stop
running back Rob Marron. The Raiders
failed to do that as Marron gashed them
for 273 yards on 40 carries with four
TDs. As a result the Lions rolled a 40-
28 victory sending the Raiders to their
fourth straight defeat in as many games.

The Raiders got a strong perfor-
mance from senior QB/RB/WR
Marquel Taylor, who tallied 157 yards
on 18 carries and scored a pair of
TDs. Running back Jumar Etkins had
TD runs of 10 yards and 25 yards.

September 27, 2014: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boys soccer team

took down yet another contender with
a 4-0 shutout of Bridgewater-Raritan
in Bridgewater. The Raiders got a
balanced scoring effort with one goal
each from David Valian, Joey Bianco,
Justin Rodriquez and Zach Halma.
Zach Lipshitz and Zachary Cimring
each chipped in with an assist. Goal-
keeper Sean Murray was stalwart be-
tween the pipes with six saves.

September 27, 2014: Sudden nega-
tive impacts within the first six min-
utes served as a wakeup call for the
Cranford Cougar football team that
tried to minimize its losses in the first
half then came on very strongly de-
fensively and offensively to overcome
the Roselle Rams, 35-27, in a struggle
between two unbeaten teams at
Roselle .

Trailing 27-15 at the half, the Cou-
gar defense shutdown the big Ram
running machine, limiting them to
only 32 rushing yards. Defensive
backs Luke Christiano finished with
five tackles and assisted on seven,
and Kevin Trotter made five and as-
sisted on six. Sean Leonard had three
tackles and two assists. Linebackers
Mike Palumbo, Niko Cappello and
Eric Donahue combined for several
tackles, as did linemen Nick Ballas
and Jake Matthews.

Cougar quarterback Jack Schetelich
had four TD runs of 11, 11, 46 and two
yards. Schetelich also completed six
of nine passes for 94 yards, including
a 41-yard TD strike to wide receiver
Joe Norton and a two-point conver-
sion toss to Donahue.

September 21, 2013: “Sack at-
tack!” Those two words would de-
scribe the Westfield football team’s
29-8 battering of the Hillsborough
Raiders at Gary Kehler Stadium. Three
sacks in the first half and five more in
the second half, along with unrelent-
ing pressure from the Blue Devils’
defensive line of Joe Scaglione, Chris
Sweeney, Tom Anderson and Cotter
Spurlock, and linebackers Jackson
Simcox (56-yard interception for TD),
Luke Prybylski, Kevin Frega and Mike
O’Connor made Raider quarterback
Rob Nittolo very nervous and set the
stage for three interceptions and sev-
eral forced passes. Matt Catanzaro
and Brett Robertshaw each had an
interception.

September 27, 2012: The 8-0-1
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’ soccer
team staggered 2-3-1 Linden, 6-0, in
a regular-season game in Scotch
Plains. Junior Christian Zazzali net-
ted two goals and had an assist to lead
the state’s top-ranked team’s attack.
Morgan Ellman, Vincenzo Bianco,
Jassiem Wahtuse and Francisco Chin-
chilla each contributed one goal.

September 28, 2012: Cranford’s
Alexandra Puryear defended her all-
around title and took top honors in the
vault, but the Westfield gymnastics team
regained the title that it held for five
years prior to ceding it to the Cougars

last year at the Cougar Classic at
Cranford High School. The Blue Dev-
ils finished with a team total of 106.3,
while the Cougars took second at
104.875 and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders finished third at 103.175.

Puryear edged out Blue Devil Abby
Cook for the all-around title by just
.025 (36.1 to 36.075). Blue Devil
Jenna Rizkalla took a close third at
35.9, and Raider Alex Peluso took
fourth at 34.85, followed by Cougar
Emily Grable at 34.6.

September 29, 2012: Spurts of bril-
liance were not enough for the
Westfield football team to overcome
Hunterdon Central’s rumbling ground
game headed by running back Jason

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Fall Sports Activities **

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 7th of Octo-
ber the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application PB-20-004: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Hartz Mountain Industries,
Inc., for preliminary and final site plan
approval with exceptions to allow for demo-
lition of a portion of a building and con-
struction of an addition to another portion
of the building as well as related site im-
provements on the property on Block 541,
Lot 2 designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 750 Walnut Avenue in
the C-3 Zone.

2. Resolution PB 2020-013: Adopting
a Resolution of Memorialization recom-
mending that the properties designated on
the Township Tax Map as Block 541, Lot 2,
Qualifiers C01, C02, C03, C04, C05, C06
and C07 be designated as a condemna-
tion area in need of redevelopment as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 750 Walnut Avenue in the C-3
Zone.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 16th of Sep-
tember the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

Resolution PB 2020-012: Adopted a
Resolution to engage Planning expert
Topology NJ LLC, to study and evaluate
whether the study area identified as: 201
Walnut Avenue, Block 484, Lot 19.01; 100-
126 South Avenue, Block 478, Lots 1.01,
1.02, 2, 3, 4 and 5; 32 High Street, Block
478, Lot 6; and 2 Chestnut Street, Block
483, Lot 18 qualifies as an area in need of
rehabilitation.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that upon the
application of Robert & Patricia Yurochko
(the “Applicant”), the Board of Adjustment
of the Borough of Mountainside will con-
duct a virtual hearing on October 27, 2020
at 7:00 p.m. prevailing time to consider an
application at the existing dwelling having
an address of 229 Evergreen Court. Such
premises are also designated as Block
15.11, Lot 3 (the “Property”). The Property
is located in the R-2 Zoning District. The
applicant seeks variance relief for side
yard setback in conjunction with the relo-
cation of a smaller replacement Air Condi-
tioning Unit (condenser) along the same
side of the structure as the previous the
unit.

The applicant will also seek such other
variances, exceptions and/or design waiv-
ers as may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and the testimony at the public
hearing.

IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE
EXECUTIVE ORDERS SIGNED BY THE
GOVERNOR, AND IN AN EFFORT TO
FOLLOW BEST PRACTICES RECOM-
MENDED BY THE CDC, THIS MEETING
WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY FOR ALL
BOARD MEMBERS, BOARD PROFES-
SIONALS, THE APPLICANT, THE
APPLICANT’S PROFESSIONALS, IN-
TERESTED PARTIES AND MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC. TO VIRTUALLY AT-
TEND THIS MEETING, FOLLOW THE
INSTRUCTIONS BELOW:

Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8844
1372606?pwd=Ymh1ZVZhR0ZLejAvR1dq
VHhocWU1QT09

Dial In: +1 929 205 6099
Meeting ID: 884 4137 2606
Passcode: 067182
Copies of the application, including any

supporting plans and other documents,
are public record and are available on the
Borough website. Copies can also be ob-
tained by emailing the Board Clerk at
tsnyder@mountainside-nj.com. At the vir-
tual public hearing, members of the public
may appear in person, or through an attor-
ney, and ask questions, give evidence or
make a statement concerning the granting
of this application.

Robert & Patricia Yurochko
229 Evergreen Court

Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2191

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 20
(SEWER CONNECTION PER-
MITS; FEES FOR SAME)

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 13, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

David B. Corbin (October 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING ALONG THE SIDELINES…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, and Cougar
Danielle Jakubik, No. 4, battle for possession of the ball as they dash down the
sideline at Memorial Field in Cranford (October 7, 2011).

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR THE SAVE..Goalkeeper Cullen Birkel puts a halt on a corner
kick during the showdown with the Raiders. Birkel also got great support from his
defense and the Blue Devils beat the Raiders, 1-0, in Westfield (October 1, 2016).

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO DODGE SOME SPARTANS...Raider quarterback Cooper
Heisey, No. 15, finds himself amongst a host of Spartans. Immaculata took
advantage of Raider inconsistencies seize a 56-23 victory (September 23, 2017).

David B. Corbin (October 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GAME-WINNING GRAB...Senior Griffin Rooney, No. 17, hauls in quarterback
Hank Shapiro’s pass in the right corner of the end zone with 11 seconds remaining
to earn Westfield a 21-17 victory over Watchung Hills (September 28, 2019).

David B. Corbin (September 2018 Cranford meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TOP BLUE DEVIL COMPETITOR...Kaela Azzaretto performs her floor
exercise routine in a previous match with Cranford (September 24, 2018).

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING BACK STRONG ON DEFENSE..Blue Devils Zoe Rader, No. 18, and
Shannon Devitt, No. 21, not only were terrorizing the Union Farmers’ goal but
they also hustled to help goalkeeper Christina Seery and the backs defend their
own goal. The Blue Devils shutout Union, 3-0, in Westfield on September 28, 2016.
Devitt assisted Rader on the first goal of the game. Olivia Pierce and Megan
Webber also scored for Westfield.

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TOWARDS PAY DIRT...Cougar quarterback Dan Curren, No. 5,
breaks through the Rahway defense and heads towards the end zone. Curren had
TD runs of 31 yards and 18 yards in the 24-14 victory (September 22, 2017).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Cougars Get Past Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

DAVIS AGENCY

INSURANCE Est. 1973

• Homeowner

• Auto

• Commercial

• Life

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage

you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.

865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

800-752-0150         908-233-8040

Do Your Homeowner & Auto

Premiums Keep Going Up?

Lady Raiders Topple
GL Highlanders, 5-2
Senior Corinne Lyght notched a hat

trick and added an assist to lead the 2-
0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls soc-
cer team to a 5-2 toppling of Gover-
nor Livingston on October 6. Alexa
Fazio and Lily Camacho each scored
once. Leah Klurman donated a pair of
assists. Holly Nelson and Gia Milano
each had one assist. Highlander Allie
Post had a goal and an assist. Kaylee
Vreeland scored once and Caroline
Freer had an assist.

Kent Place Shuts Out
Blue Devils in FH, 4-0
Blue Devil goalkeeper Lila

McMahill was put to the test and
made 19 stops but the hosting Kent
Place Lady Dragons made good on
four shots to emerge with a 4-0 vic-
tory over Westfield in Summit on
October 7. Sophia Miller tallied two
goals, while Ashley Mikosh and Pilar
Torres each scored once. CC Wolf
had two assists, while Sophia Will-
iams and Claire Bryant each had an
assist.
Westfield 0 0 0 0 0
Kent Place 2 2 0 0 4

Nwk. Academy Stops
Cranford in FH, 6-0

Newark Academy became a very
rough host to the Cranford field hockey
team in a 6-0 win on October 7. Brynn
Garrett scored once and added an as-
sist. Lauren Hardman, Tess Kesler,
Karina Pinto, Aimee Sze and Aakriti
Caprihan each scored once.
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Newark Academy 3 1 2 0 6

Lady Raiders Defeat
Oak Knoll Royals, 2-0
Lily Camacho and Gabby Palermo

each scored once, while Nolly Nelson
and Faith Price each added an assist
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
girls soccer team to a 2-0 win over the
hosting Oak Knoll Royals on October
8. Raider goalkeeper Rebecca Kessler
needed only to make one save, while
Royal keepers Bella Henry and Katie
Lawler made four saves each.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 2 2
Oak Knoll 0 0 0

Lady Blue Devils Top
Summit in Soccer, 2-1
Sophomores Gabby Gil and Cat

Angel each fired in a goal and sopho-
more Alyssa Martinez contributed an
assist to lead the Westfield High
School girls soccer team over Sum-
mit in Westfield on October 10.
Westfield keepers Sara Perlin and
Sutton Factor made two saves and
three saves, respectively. Ashley Tho-
mas scored for the Hilltoppers and
Natasha Kim had an assist. Goal-
keeper Olivia Lawlor made 12 saves.
Summit 1 0 1
Westfield 1 1 2

High School Sport Shorts:

grew up together, so they understand
each other very well. Our job now is
to make sure everybody is on the
same page with what they are doing,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Alex Coach
Schmidt said.

Also junior Izzy Gauthier took a
pair of long free kicks that prompted
Cougar senior keeper Amanda Vath
(4 saves) to corral.

“This is Izzy’s third year. She super
fit, super strong and ready to go,”
Coach Schmidt commented.

Cougars had no corners to the Blue
Devils’ two in the first half but did
hold an offense edge with their pres-
sure. But they stepped up the pressure
which resulted in four corner kicks in
the second half, two by junior at-
tacker Riley Korzeneski and two by
Normann. Sophomore attacking
midfielder Olivia Russomanno and
Korzeneski kept making runs down
the left sideline and slanting toward
the box to deliver shots that put sopho-
more goalkeeper Sutton Factor (3
saves) to the test.

“Olivia is an absolute animal,” Coach

Gagliardo expressed. “She makes 30-
and 40-yard runs and never gasped.
She is so selfless with those runs with
the ball. Unfortunately today Westfield
got a few good taps on her. She didn’t
get one in today but I think over time
when she gets a little better with her
runs and making them more creative
and smarter, hopefully some of them
will wind up in the back of the net.”

“All of our fours did fantastic. We
really stepped up the energy, the runs,
the communication and we really sup-
ported one another, which was great
because I think we lacked that in the
first half. But the second half, coming
out, you could tell the intensity was
there, the willingness was there to win.
We worked as a team,” Williams said.

The 1-1 Blue Devils’ defensive
backs held up well to protect their two
new varsity goalkeepers.

“Elise Fox is back. Izzy, JJ
(Johnson-Milstein), our two holding
midfielders Emma (Kelesglu) and
Grace (Lanza) did a fantastic job.
Sara Perlin didn’t get many minutes
last year. This is new for her and

Sutton Factor this is new for her.
There are people in new positions and
mistakes are going to happen but this
game for us was much better than the
Oak Knoll game even though we won,
so we are happy with it. Our goal is
improve every game and we did. This
is a good way to move forward,”
Coach Schmidt said.

Finally the crucial moment arrived
when Normann set up on the right
corner and hooked her shot into the
box where Williams did her thing.

“Meghan came up from our JV
team because she’s improved a lot.
She is the best corner kicker on the
team. We literally subbed her in right
before the goal. It was pretty good
intuition. She played a great ball up in
the air and Kirsten was huge for us
with that solid header,” Coach
Gagliardo said.

“The second half, we got a little
stressed, we got a little tired. And for us
too. We are the coaches and we are still
trying to find out who goes where and
how long they play. We will see
Cranford again and we may see them
again in the counties. We knew that
this game would be a measuring stick
for us. They played Scotch Plains al-
ready. This was our first big game. We
hate to drop one at home but it was
back and forth for most of the game. It
was close and that’s the way good
games should be,” Coach Schmidt said.

“The second half we were much
more consistent with how we played.
In the first half, we were running
around like chickens without heads.
Once we finally realized that we could
let them have it back there, we exerted
some energy, we moved as a team
from left to right defensively. That
helped out a lot because they ended
up playing these forced balls over the
top that our back four settled and we
got possession back. Honestly, our
entire 11 played a fantastic game,”
Coach Gagliardo explained.
Cranford 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0

St. Joseph Stops Blue Devils with 20-3 Grid Win
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

The Blue Devils attempted to get
back in business on the ensuing kickoff
and moved the ball from their own 35 to
the Falcon 21 with runs from Prybylski
and senior running back Shane Carlin
(15 rushes, 35 yards) and an eight-yard
reception by Trey Constantinou (2 re-
ceptions, 18 yards) but his next pass
was picked off by Gianni Principato
and returned to the 45.

Due to strong defensive actions by
both teams, neither the Falcons nor
the Blue Devils could engineer a de-
cent drive in the third quarter although
Howland and Carlin both had a pair
of receptions. Heard and company
added several tackles for low or no
gains and junior Tyler Sontz recorded
a six-yard sack.

“Sontz! It’s his first game. He just
made one mistake. That’s fine! He
made up for it. He had a sack. He

played great. He’s a smaller kid but he
doesn’t show it on the field. Heflin
played excellent as usual. The ‘D’
line was solid. Actually the defense
played good over all. We had a few
mistakes. I made a mistake on the
edge. I’m proud of the way we fought
but I also know we need more. And
we can do more. I was really happy
with how we played hard but I was not
happy with the results,” Heard said.

In the fourth quarter, Stanton fired
a shot down the middle that was hauled
in by Osiris Acevedo and turned into
a 63-yard touchdown. Heard blocked
the extra point attempt.

“I just try to play. I came with a
mindset just play every play like it’s
my last. I don’t know how long I will
be out here. I don’t know what I’m
doing for college yet. I just want to
have fun. It’s my last year. I got to do

what I can with it and I want to make
the best of it,” Heard explained.

Sophomore quarterback Trey
Brown entered in the fourth quarter
and fired a long shot into the end zone
where Constantinou made a great leap
but the ball was jarred loose by a
defender. Brown also ran the ball
several times for small gains and com-
pleted four passes for 15 yards.

“I think he played great. I think
Mack [Prybylski] played great seeing
that this is the first game. We have to
learn from what we did. We need to
make up for it. Monday, Tuesday, all
the rest of the week, we got to get
better,” Heard said.

“A couple of big plays! We will
clean that stuff up,” Coach DeSarno
promised.
St. Joseph (Met) 7 7 0 6 20
Westfield 3 0 0 0 3

Raiders Rip Columbia
In Field Hockey, 7-1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School field hockey team recovered
quickly after a season-opening set-
back to the Westfield Blue Devils by
ripping the Columbia Cougars, 7-1, in
Scotch Plains on October 7. Sophia
Novella with two goals and Audrey
Saccento with a goal and an assist led
the 1-1 Lady Raiders in this onslaught.
Haley Cino, Megan Bourke, Bridget
Ennis and Allie Serrio each scored
once. Goalkeeper Gabbie Rijo needed
only to make one stop. Claire D’Andrea
scored once for the Cougars.
Columbia 0 1 0 0 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 2 1 1 7

Soccer Blue Devils Rap
Oak Knoll Royals, 4-1
The Westfield High School girls

soccer team scored all of its goals in
the first half then cruised to a 4-1
victory over the Oak Knoll Royals in
Summit on October 6. Sophomore
Alyssa Martinez scored twice, Gabby
Gil scored once and added an assist,
and Cat Angel scored once. Chiara
Cosenza contributed two assists. Goal-
keepers Sara Perlin and Sutton Factor
made three saves and seven saves,
respectively. Katherine Whelan, on
Mollie Ritter’s assist, scored the Roy-
als’ only goal.

Cougars Ruffle Ridge, 42-19, in Grid Senior Night
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

plays for each other. There’s not one
kid on defense, not one kid on of-
fense, not one on the kickoff. Every-
thing! Everyone plays for each other
and that’s why we win. 42-19 against
a Group 5 school!”

The 2-0 Cougars may have bent a
bit against the Ridge Wing T running

game that totaled 202 yards but when
the chips were down, they demon-
strated their moxie, especially on the
Red Devils’ first series and took over
possession at the 27 yard line.

“I knew we had to give a strong
effort because you don’t see the Wing
T much this year and it’s kind of a
weird look, so we had to do our as-
signment and stay in the gaps and stop
the run,” Shriner pointed out.

Right after the Cougars took over at
the 27-yard line, DeMarino shocked
them all with a big gun down the left
sideline to Petgrave to the Ridge 26.

“Out here it shook everyone up but
that’s just routine in practice. We do
that every single day. It was so natu-
ral. It was a shock to everyone else
because we ran the ball last week but
I did exactly what the coach told me to
do. We ran a great route. He made a
great catch,” DeMarino explained.

DeMarino added a three-yard run
then Chapman got great blocking from
the big line and slipped 23 yards for
the TD with 4:52 left in the first quar-
ter. Senior Diar Dautaga kicked the
first of his six PATs.

“Have you seen our ‘O’ line? They
are all about 6-3 and 280. I’m very
blessed to run behind that big ‘O’ line
and they open up holes every single
time. You saw it at JFK and you saw
it here today,” Chapman said.

“We knew we had a big old line. I
am actually the fourth lightest and I
am 270. We saw that they didn’t really
have that big of guys up front, so we
knew we had to impose our will early

on them and just block on every play,”
Shriner answered.

“This ‘O’ line! It’s crazy! They do
all the hard work. They got to know
exactly who to block every single
play and where to pull. They got to
know their assignments, know their
splits, they put the thing together. All

we do is take the ball and run,”
DeMarino said.

The Red Devils got a break when they
blocked a Cougar punt and took over at
the Cranford 12. On the second play,
running back Quinn Bunsa burst nine
yards for the TD to knot the score early
in the second quarter. With 2:07 left in
the half, the Cougars capped a five-yard
drive when Van Dam connected with
Johnson for the 23-yard TD.

The third quarter opened with a
shocker when Chapman received the
kickoff and weaved his way 85 yards
for the TD in just 11 seconds.

“We do that wedge thing where they
all come back and they block. And
these kids were incredible. Every single
one, especially, I know they are going
to like this, the ‘Bash Brothers’ - Kevin
Keogh and Nick Librera. That’s what
they call themselves. Nick called it
before the play. He said run behind me.
We are going to open a hole for you
and they did,” Chapman explained.

Thanks to a 50-yard run by quarter-
back Mike Oliva, the Red Devils found
the end zone when Bunsa made a six-
yard TD grab with 4:08 left in the
quarter. The PAT was no good. Trick-
ery was next when Ridge capitalized
on an onside kick and took over at the
Cranford 35. Eight plays later, Oliva
hit Nolan Murphy for a four-yard TD.
The two-point conversion failed. The
Cougars responded with an 11-play,
76-yard scoring drive which ended
with Gallagher’s 26-yard TD recep-
tion from DeMarino with :07.7 left to
make the score 28-19.

Early in the fourth quarter, Chapman
jarred a ball loose from a Red Devil
and Petgrave recovered it at the Ridge
26. On the second play, Murray with
great blocking from Fries, Shriner and
company, sped 20 yards for the TD.

“Fries during this off season has put
in so much work. I have a lot of

respect for that kid. He put on it looks
like a 100 pounds. He’s got a lot of
offers already and he is very deserv-
ing of that. Great tackle, great leader
for us,” Chapman expressed.

Once again, the Ridge offense got
nowhere then the Cougars added some
icing when Van Dam found a wide open-
ing and sprinted 33 yards for the TD.

“Our whole defense has come to-
gether so well. Our chemistry is click-
ing right now. We are playing for each
other, doing our jobs and the plays just
come from it,” Caldwell expressed.

The Cougars will travel to Linden
this Friday, October 16, at 7 p.m.
Ridge   0   7 12   0 19
Cranford   7   7 14 14 42

Minutemen Boys Nip
Blue Devils in OT, 2-1
Matt Giraldo netted his second goal

in the second overtime to earn the
Elizabeth Minutemen a 2-1 victory
over the visiting Westfield Blue Dev-
ils on October 8. Henry Meacock on
an assist from James Birle scored a
goal in the second half for the Blue
Devils. Goalkeeper Ryan Friedberg
made six saves and Minuteman goalie
Dylan Valencia made three saves.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST POINTS OF THE GAME...Blue Devil Mack Prybylski kicked a 24-yard field goal in the first quarter against the St.
Joseph (Metuchen) Falcons at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfieldon October 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUFFLING A RIDGER...Cougar  defensemen Matt Coates, No. 50, Jake Chapman, No. 14, Luca Limeira, No. 6, and
company were all over the Ridge Red Devils on “Senior Night” at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HER FOOT ON THE BALLT...Blue Devil Alyssa Martinez, right,
gets her foot on the ball as Cougar Kirstan Williams protects herself.
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.

Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2020-2021 school year for the following professional services and whereas,
funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the Public School Contracts Law
(NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts without competitive bids for
Professional Services that require licensing and are regulated by law, and Whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of Education adopt a resolution
awarding such contracts at a public meeting.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/ Board Secretary

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Bayada Home Health Care, Inc Registered Nurse $56.00/hour
PO Box 536446 Licensed Practical Nurse $46.00/hour
Pittsburgh, PA 15253-5906
NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2193

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD BY DEFINING
ARTISAN MANUFACTURING
AND ESTABLISHING THEM
AS A PERMITTED PRINCIPAL
USE IN CERTAIN ZONE DIS-
TRICTS

WHEREAS, periodic update of allow-
able uses within non-residential zone dis-
tricts is desirable to help promote eco-
nomic development and sustainability in
Town; and

WHEREAS, commercial districts need
to provide a variety of goods and services
to serve residents and visitors to the com-
munity; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council does
hereby find that the public interest of the
Town of Westfield will be served by amend-
ing the Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield in the manner set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. Article 2, Section 2.04
titled “DEFINITIONS; A” is hereby
amended and supplemented to include a
new definition for Artisan Manufacturing
which shall be inserted as a new subsec-
tion R which shall read as set forth herein.
The existing subsections R through W
shall be re-lettered S through X respec-
tively.

R. Artisan Manufacturing. The shared
or individual use of hand-tools, mechani-
cal tools and electronic tools, and which
may include instruction in the use of those
tools, for the manufacture of finished prod-
ucts or parts including design, processing,
fabrication, assembly, treatment, and pack-
aging of products; as well as the incidental
storage, sales and distribution of such
products. Typical artisan manufacturing
uses include, but are not limited to: elec-
tronic goods; printmaking; leather prod-
ucts; jewelry and clothing/apparel; metal
work; wood work; furniture; glass or ce-
ramic production; paper manufacturing.
Artisan manufacturing uses shall include a
retail sales component that is publicly ac-
cessible.

SECTION II. Article 11, Section 11.25
titled “CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS DIS-

TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Artisan Manufacturing as a new
subsection 12 which shall read as follows:

12. Artisan Manufacturing
SECTION III. Article 11, Section 11.26

titled “GB-1 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Artisan Manufacturing as a new
subsection 12 which shall read as follows:

12. Artisan Manufacturing
SECTION IV. Article 11, Section 11.27

titled “GB-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Artisan Manufacturing as a new
subsection 13 which shall read as follows:

13. Artisan Manufacturing
SECTION V. Article 11, Section 11.27

titled “GB-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection D. titled “Prohib-
ited Uses and Structures”, subsection
1 is hereby amended to read as follows:

1. manufacturing, assembly or fabri-
cation of goods or merchandise, except as
part of uses determined to be Artisan Manu-
facturing as defined in Article 2.

SECTION VI. Article 11, Section 11.28
titled “GB-3 GENERAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection A. titled “Principal
Uses and Structures” is hereby amended
by adding Artisan Manufacturing as a new
subsection 9 which shall read as follows:

9. Artisan Manufacturing
SECTION VII. All ordinances or parts of

ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.

SECTION VIII. In the event that any
section, provision, or part of provision of
this ordinance shall be held to be unen-
forceable or invalid by any court, such
holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unenforceable
or invalid.

SECTION IX. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 13, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $99.96

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, and in order to
comply with the Executive Orders signed
by Governor Murphy and in an effort to
follow best practices recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control
(CDC) PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an
application for development, Application
No. ZBA-20-001 to be located in Zone
ORC, on the premises known as the Ad-
dress: 189 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey, Block No. 312, Lot No. 13
and 191 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey, Block No. 312, Lot No. 12
has been submitted by Applicant:  Dr.
Mehdi Saber/SEAK, Holdings, LLC c/o Dr.
Mehdi Saber, 191 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments and any such other variances/waiv-
ers as may be required in order to allow:

The property is located in the ORC Of-
fice Residential Character District.  The
Applicant is seeking a D(3) Conditional
Use Variance for the conversion of an
existing rear structure 189A North Avenue
formerly used as a machine shop and
clock manufacturing facility into a single
family residential unit. The front structure
189 North Avenue is a one-family house.
The Conditional Use requirements requires
a principal non-residential use to be lo-
cated on the first floor. Structure 189A
North Avenue has no such non-residential
use. In addition, Applicant is requesting
two residential units consisting of two sepa-
rate structures on one tax lot which re-
quires a D(1) Use Variance.

Applicant is also seeking preliminary
and final site plan approval incorporating
the property at 191 North Avenue East
which it owns to facilitate access, egress
and parking.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will
conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
on the application of the undersigned, at
which time all interested persons will be

given an opportunity to he heard. This
hearing will be electronically presented as
described below on October 26, 2020, at
7:45 p.m. Residents who wish to attend
and participate in the virtual meeting for
purposes of participating or making a pub-
lic comment at the hearing on the Applica-
tion should follow the instructions and com-
plete the registration form available by
activating the link to the VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING that will be included on the
meeting agenda for the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, which will be posted on the
Township of Cranford’s website at least 48
hours prior to the date of the scheduled
hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are not available for public inspection
at the building due to the COVID-19 public
health emergency.  Anyone interested in
reviewing the Application, plans and re-
lated documents may inform counsel for
the Applicant identified below or the Board’s
administrator, Ms. Kathy Lenahan; office
telephone (908) 709-7211; or, email: K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org, that they wish
to receive copies of same and the
Applicant’s counsel shall then be required
to deliver to the member(s) of the public
the Application, plans and documents ei-
ther electronically or by delivery of hard
copies to the person requesting the mate-
rials.

The Applicant reserves the right to
supplement this application and/or seek at
the time of hearing such other approvals,
interpretations, variances and/or waivers
as may be requested or required by the
applicant or the Township of Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment and such other
variances, relief, exemptions, deviations
and/or waivers that may be required upon
an analysis of the plans and testimony at
the VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING on the
application.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Telephone: 908.272.6900

Email: goodmanlaw23@outlook.com
Attorney for: Dr. Mehdi Saber/SEAK

Holdings, LLC
1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $92.82

PUBLIC NOTICE

Devilfish Hold Time Trial
Meet to Start Swim Season

After a successful start to the fall
indoor swim season, the Westfield Area
YMCA Devilfish swim team held a
time trial meet for their swimmers. The
two-day meet, held on October 3 and 4
at the Westfield YMCA, was broken
out by age group with the 12 and under
swimmers racing in three different ses-
sions on Saturday and the 13 and over
swimmers racing in two different ses-
sions on Sunday in order to further
limit the number of people present at
the pool at one time.

The swimmers were socially dis-
tanced with masks on in the gym until
it was their time to swim. After each
heat the swimmers left the pool deck

before the next set of swimmers came
out. With just enough officials and
timers to make this an official meet,
following all safety protocols, the
Devilfish were able to give the swim-
mers their first chance at racing since
the season was abruptly cut short due
to Covid-19 last March.

Although there were no spectators
allowed, a live stream allowed family
members to watch from home. While
this meet was unlike those in the past,
the kids were happy to be back racing,
with many best times achieved, and
the parents were happy to see their
kids in the pool even if they could not
watch in person.

Westfield PAL C Team Sinks
Old Bridge Grid Kids, 12-0

Courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

OUTRUNNING A LINEBACKER...Westfield PAL C quarterback Jordan Walsh
outruns an Old Bridge linebacker to turn the corner on a 39-yard touchdown run
in the second quarter.

The Westfield PAL Tackle C team
improved their record to 2-0 by notch-
ing their second consecutive shutout,
12-0, over Old Bridge at Lombardi
Stadium.

Old Bridge’s opening drive on of-
fense was stalled on Westfield’s four-
yard line when Gianluca Ciucci, An-
thony Narciso and Luke Romano com-
bined to stuff a rush attempt on fourth
down.

Westfield’s ball control offense was
led by running backs Robert DeRick
and Dylan Pardes, who combined for
21 carries on the day. In the second
quarter, quarterback Jordan Walsh
sparked the Westfield offense by
scampering 15 yards up the middle,
followed by a 39-yard touchdown
jaunt on the next play.

Nose Guard Luke Romano was a

disruptive force throughout the game
and he anchored a defense that set the
tone on the day. Romano, Harrison
Rekemeier and Vincent Corso recov-
ered fumbles for Westfield. Narciso,
Justin Boufarah, Brian McCabe and
Preston Nitche made several key plays
on defense.

On the play that followed Corso’s
fumble recovery in the third quarter,
Walsh outran the Old Bridge defense
for a 35-yard touchdown run.
Westfield’s defense shut down Old
Bridge’s passing game in the fourth
quarter to help seal the victory.

Westfield coach Tony Borg said,
“Old Bridge is a well-coached team
and our games against them are al-
ways competitive. It took a great team
effort to defeat them and the boys
were up to the task today.”

SPF PAL B Raiders Edge
Chatham B Grid Kids, 8-6

“Redemption” was attained by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) PAL
Raiders B team when the second week
of the New Jersey Suburban Youth
Football League was played on Octo-
ber 11.

At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High’s
Tyson Field, the seventh grade B team
Raiders gained revenge when they
rallied to defeat Chatham, 8-6. It was
just a year ago, when these two teams
slugged it out in the Divisional Super
Bowl title game held for the C level in
Bloomfield. Chatham rallied to win
the Super Bowl with a field goal in the
final 32 seconds, 16-14.

“We earned redemption,” claimed
SPF B team coach Anthony Martucci
after his Raiders defeated Chatham in
a game that resembled a playoff show-
down. The victory was one of three of
the five games played by the SPF PAL
on Sunday. The games at SPF High’s
Field attracted Scotch Plains Mayor
Al Smith and Scotch Plains Township
Manager Al Mirabella.

At Tyson Field, the SPF C team,
which won the Divisional Super Bowl
championship a year ago on the D
level, scored a 10-0 victory over
Chatham, while the emerging E team
Raiders notched a 20-12 victory over
New Providence. The A team eighth
grade Raiders fell to Chatham, 11-0.
In Old Bridge, the Raiders were de-
feated by Old Bridge-Sayre Woods

on the third grade level, 20-6. The
SPF D team was off on the weekend.

In the intense B game victory over
Chatham, the Raiders were sparked
in their pursuit of revenge by Patrick
Maignan and Paul Boyle on offense
and Jake Martucci and Aiden Lickman
on defense. In the C team Raiders
shutout of Chatham, Cooper Dupuis
and Max Markho led the whitewash
effort. The sixth grade Raider offense
was paced by Chris Horn.

The E team Raiders remained un-
defeated after two games, one year
after they had not won a game on the
third grade level. Dean Maloney and
Jackson Richer were the sparkplugs
on offense, while the SPF defense
was anchored by Charlie Dursee and
Ethan Carty in the triumph against
New Providence.

In the loss to Chatham, the eighth
grade A team Raiders received solid
performances from Ryan Sacchetti
and Cooper Stahley on offense and
Jacob Handy and Matteo Barcellona
on defense.

In Old Bridge, the third grade Raid-
ers were paced by James Marranca,
who scored the only SPF touchdown,
Jack Obiedzinski, Patrick Boyle and
Delins Destra.

Next stop is Sparta for all six Raider
teams. The games will be played up in
Sussex County on this Saturday, Oc-
tober 17.

Cabinda, who scored five TDs and
chewed up 203 yards on the ground in
a 49-14 triumph at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium.

The 0-4 Blue Devils were limited
to 97 total yards on the ground (56
first half, 41 second half) on 36 car-

ries. Running back Shakiyl Glasco
carried 26 times for 97 yards, includ-
ing a one-yard TD bash and added a
pair of receptions on screen passes.

September 29, 2012: Senior run-
ning back Jimmy Dwyer took advan-
tage of fine blocking to rack up 176
rushing yards and four TDs as the 3-
1 Cranford football team pounced on
the Roselle Rams, 35-21, in Roselle.
Dwyer carried 26 times and had re-
spective TD runs of five, eight, five
and 14 yards, while senior quarter-
back Reggie Green rushed 16 times
for 83 yards, including a seven-yard
TD sprint.

October 5, 2011: Nearly impen-
etrable defensive play on the part of
both teams kept goose eggs flickering
on the scoreboard until Emily
Mastrocola found the mark with 7:48
remaining in the game to give the
Westfield field hockey team a 1-0
victory over Cranford at Memorial
Field in Cranford.

October 7, 2011: At Memorial
Field in Cranford, the Lady Raiders,
once again, dominated on the offen-
sive side, but this time, they grabbed
a 3-0 victory over the Lady Cougars.
The Raiders put relentless pressure
on goalie Leah Quinn and defenders
Annie Vollenbroek and Hannah
DeMars.

Raider Jessie Klein launched a cor-

ner kick and forward Sarah
Vanbuskirk charged the box in time to
head it in. Christy Monroy drilled a
shot from about 30 yards away that
caromed off the crossbar. Annie
Canone got to the ball and headed it
in. Julie Glover lofted a direct kick

from the left side over a defender’s
head. Vanbuskirk closed in and slid
the ball past Quinn for the score.

October 7, 2011: Seven big offen-
sive plays and four key defensive
plays set up all the scoring in a show-
down between the Governor
Livingston Highlanders and the host-
ing Cranford football team at Memo-
rial Field. Quarterback Reggie Green
had TD runs of 73 yards, 74 yards and
five yards, respectively, to total 227
yards rushing and added a 43-yard
TD strike to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson to lead the 5-0 Cougars to
a 44-20 victory.

The Cougars totaled 339 yards on
the ground, and Green completed four
of six passes, all to Williamson, for 52
yards. Running back Chris Witwick
carried four times for 52 yards, which
included a 39-yard TD sprint. Full-
back JP Christiano bashed 25 yards
on seven carries, including a one-
yard TD run.

October 8, 2011: Fifty-five yards
in 38 seconds! Fifty-five yards in 38
seconds! It happened at Gary Kehler
Stadium when running back James
O’Rourke took a pitchout from quar-
terback Nate Mitchell and fired a rifle
over the middle to split end Mike
Stravach, who grabbed the ball in the
end zone with no time on the clock for
a 23-yard reception to give the

Westfield football team a dramatic
37-35 victory over Union.

October 7, 2010: Pressuring of-
fense finally overcame a very strong
defensive effort when center
midfielder Maria Guarisco took a pass
from left midfielder Nicole Ravetier,
who received a corner pass, and found
the net three minutes into the over-
time period to give the Cranford field
hockey team a 1-0 victory over
Westfield at Gary Kehler Stadium.

October 9, 2009: No! It was not a
soccer score, but a fundamental part
of that game came into play when
sophomore Jon Gribbin booted a 43-
yard field goal with nine seconds re-
maining in the first half, and with
superb efforts from its defense and
special teams, the Westfield Blue
Devil football team halted North
Hunterdon’s offense to claim a 3-0
victory in Annandale.

October 11, 2008: Four Blue Dev-
ils penetrated the net as the top-seeded,
8-1-1 Westfield girls’ soccer team, No.
16 in The Star-Ledger, overwhelmed
the Roselle Catholic Lions, 4-0, in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Kehler Stadium. Forward
Tara Handza, Samantha Costello, jun-
ior defender Grace Mackenzie and
junior midfielder Robyn Knapp each
netted a goal.

October 5, 2007: Blue Devil sopho-
more Jenna Rodrigues won the all-
around title for the second straight
year as the eighth-ranked Westfield
gymnastics team successfully defended
its title at the Cougar Invitational meet

in Cranford. The Blue Devils had their
best performance of the year with a
107.875 to easily top last year’s total
of 105.575 at the meet.

October 8, 2007: Great saves on
the part of both goalkeepers prevented
a winner/loser scenario in a 1-1, over-
time battle between the 7-2-2 Blue
Devil boys soccer team and the 6-2-1
Elizabeth Minutemen at Tamaques
School Field in Westfield. Junior Mike
Lessner scored the Blue Devils’ only
goal eight minutes into the game off a
throw-in from senior Brandon
Heroux, the 2007 Union County jav-
elin champion.

October 14, 2006: The Raider foot-
ball team maintained its average of
allowing just one TD per game by daz-
ing the Linden Tigers, 14-7, in Scotch
Plains. Senior running back Greg Brand
rolled off 62 yards on 15 carries, includ-
ing a one-yard TD blast. Junior tight
end Keith Baker stunned the Tigers
when he snagged a pass and galloped
80-yards to pay dirt in the fourth quar-
ter. Additionally, he made 17 cracking
tackles, including two sacks.

October 16, 2005: Raider junior
Brian Meredith has been acknowl-
edged as being one of the finest boys
soccer goalkeepers in the state. How-
ever, Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky’s decision to pull him from
goal and onto the field of play worked
out like a charm. Meredith scored
both goals to help the third-seeded
Raiders (9-2) overwhelm Governor
Livingston, 2-0, in the first round of
the Union County Tournament in

Scotch Plains.
October 10, 2003: In a clash of

unbeatens, the Raider football team
physically dazed Cranford to secure a
33-22 victory to lift its record to 4-0,
before a capacity crowd in Cranford.

The Raiders totaled 435 yards. Half-
back Kyle Baker galloped 187 yards

on 33 carries en route to three touch-
downs. Quarterback Dan LaForge hit
senior wide receiver Mike Walker in
the end zone for 27 yards.

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Fall Sports Activities **

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADDING THE FINISHING TOUCH...Blue Devil linebacker Jackson Simcox,
No. 44, intercepts a Hillsborough pass on the Westfield 44 and returns it 56 yards
for a touchdown early in the fourth quarter to insure a 29-8 win at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on September 21, 2013.

Fred Lecomte (October 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRUNCHING A VOORHEES VIKING…Several Raiders smother the Voorhees
Viking quarterback during the game in Scotch Plains on September 29, 2012. The
Raiders defeated the Vikings, 21-14.

David B. Corbin (October 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR BALL CONTROL…Blue Devil defensive back Kelly Gray,
left, and Cougar midfielder Nicole Ravetier battle for ball. Gray prevented some
possible scores, and Ravetier got an assist on the winning goal (October 7, 2010).
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week
Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

AddamsFest Gets Underway
With Events for All Ages

WESTFIELD – The third annual
AddamsFest is officially underway,
once again transforming Westfield with
a uniquely exciting celebration honor-
ing its own Charles Addams and his
penchant for the macabre with a wide
variety of events.

Dubbed “Alt AddamsFest” for 2020,
the festivities are shaped by creative
approaches to gatherings that provide a
safe environment while maintaining the
initial spirit of the celebration.

Born in 1912 and raised in Westfield,
Charles Addams was one of the
country’s premier cartoonists, with his
work prominently featured in The New
Yorker. His most successful creation,
The Addams Family, was inspired by
his hometown surroundings. The char-
acters that began as illustrations grew
into a television series, a live action
movie franchise, a Broadway musical,
and last year’s Addams Family ani-
mated movie. On Sunday, October 18,
he will be posthumously inducted into
the New Jersey Hall of Fame.

This year’s AddamsFest includes the
following events that offer something
for everyone:

Wicked Windows of Westfield: Once
again, AddamsFest transforms
Westfield into a fanciful, spooky, kooky
destination. Residents and visitors can
support Downtown Westfield and South
Avenue businesses while taking in the
Wicked Windows of Westfield, an ar-
tistic celebration of Halloween and The
Addams Family. (October 8 to Novem-
ber 1, no tickets required. Sponsored by
Jean Marie Morgan, Realtor and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.)

Haunt Your House Contest: Back by
popular demand! Get in the spirit of the
season with Westfield’s third annual
Haunt Your House Contest. Once again,
community members will tour Westfield
to view the entries and vote for their
favorites using an online map of partici-
pating homes. This year, with 51 entries
throughout Town, Haunt Your House
provides a great family activity to check
out the entries and vote to see who wins
prizes and top bragging rights. (Octo-
ber 8 to October 31, no tickets required.
Sponsored by The Mavins Group.)

Draw This in Your Own Style – The
Addams Family: The “Draw This in
Your Style Challenge” is a viral trend
that emerged over the past few years on
social media and art-oriented websites.
The challenge begins with a posted
piece of artwork and then challenges
others to reinterpret that drawing or
character in as many different styles as
possible, often with amazing and in-
spiring results. AddamsFest invites the
public to participate in this contest by
drawing one of Charles Addams’ spe-
cific iconic cartoons in their own style
(pictured on addamsfest.com) and shar-
ing their entries on social media. To
participate, post a photo of a completed
work on Instagram with the hashtags
#DrawThisInYourStyle_Addams no
later than Tuesday, October 20.  (En-
tries are open to all, and are due by
October 20.)

Mystical Mindowaskin: One of
Westfield’s most picturesque destina-
tions will be the site of a family-friendly,
self-guided stroll that will evolve
throughout October and include the
following features:

The Painted Pumpkin Path will show-
case local talent as Westfield celebrates
native son Charles Addams’ connec-
tion to the arts community and the
Town’s 300th anniversary. 30 painted
pumpkins, one for each decade of
Westfield’s history, will be chosen from
the submissions of local artists by the
Westfield Public Arts Commission and
displayed as a “Westfield State of Mind”
art installation in Mindowaskin Park.
(October 23 to 31, no tickets required.
Sponsored by Outta Hand Pizza.)

The Addams Family House on
Mindowaskin Pond is back! Playing off
a beloved Westfield tradition, this Hal-
loween house is a nod to the replica of the
Presbyterian Church that signals the
holiday season in December. (October 8
to October 31, no tickets required. Spon-
sored by Erin Ben-Hayon, Realtor.)

 The Enchanted Forest and The Quest
for the Halloween Fairy Doors is a self-

guided stroll that will keep young
Wednesdays and Pugsleys entertained
as they go on this mystical search. Hal-
loween Fairies have been busy building
their homes throughout Mindowaskin.
The youngest AddamsFest revelers will
love this adventure to locate the fairy
doors encircling the bandstand area of
the park, as well as the Enchanted Forest
surprises in the playground area. Share
all of the discoveries by tagging
@AddamsFest on Instagram with
#mystical_mindowaskin. (October 16 –
November 1, no tickets required. The
Enchanted Forest is sponsored by The
Westfield Education Association, and
The Quest for the Halloween Fairy Doors
is sponsored by Ocean Orthodontics.)

Maniacs’ Carving Chat and Contest:
Don’t miss the return of the incompa-
rable Maniac Pumpkin Carvers — cre-
ating stunning and unique custom pump-
kin carvings that have been featured on
The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon
and displayed at MoMA and Yankee
Stadium! Join them for a live video
carving tutorial to elevate everyone’s
seasonal pumpkin game. Creations can
then be entered in the Maniacs’ Carving
Contest between October 17 and 25, by
tagging @AddamsFest on Instagram
with #addamsfest_carving for a chance
to win prizes and top jack-o-lantern
bragging rights. For those looking for
tools to complete their masterpiece, a
limited number of AddamsFest Pump-
kin Carving Kits are for sale for $25 at
addamsfest.com.  (Virtual carving tuto-
rial: Friday, October 16, 5: p.m.. This
event is free, with advance registration
required at addamsfest.com/
pumpkincarving.)

Dudley’s Drive-In: A little bit retro
and naturally socially distant, a drive-in
is the perfect addition to the 2020 Alt
AddamsFest line-up. The South Av-
enue train station lot will host four
drive-in movie screenings:

• Friday, October 23, 6:30 p.m.: It’s
a Halloween pajama party for the fami-
lies! Get comfy, put the kids in the car,
and settle in for – what else? — The
Addams Family movie, set right here in
New Jersey.

• Friday, October 23, 9: p.m.: The
second shift is for the braver audiences,
with a screening of the classic thriller
Psycho.

• Friday, October 30, 7 p.m.: Pajama
family screening of Hotel Transylvania.

• Friday, October 30, 10 p.m.: Call-
ing all Brads and Janets (age 18+)!
AddamsFest tradition lives on for a
late-night screening of The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show, with the return of the
Friday Nite Specials shadow cast!

(Advance tickets are required, and
will be available on Sunday, October
18, at 8 p.m. at addamsfest.com. The
Premier Sponsor for Dudley’s Drive-In
is Wonder, a brand new home dining
experience in Westfield. The Associate
Sponsor is Shovlin Mattress Factory.)

Charles Addams: A New York State
of Mind: Missing Manhattan? Join a
virtual conversation with Kevin
Miserocchi, Director of the Tee &
Charles Addams Foundation, as he as
he regales us with tales of the saucy side
of his friend, Chas, and introduces us to
the new book featuring illustrations of
Addams’ beloved New York City,
Addams’ Apple: The New York Car-
toons of Charles Addams. Get a behind
the scenes glimpse of Charles and Tee
Addams’ home in the Hamptons (“The
Swamp”), visit the pet cemetery where
they were buried along with 35 pet cats
and dogs, and explore the mysterious
home where Charles Addams’ creations
were born. (October 29. This event is
free, with advance registration required
at addamsfest.com, beginning the week
of October 18. Sponsored by Outta
Hand Pizza.)

Further details about this year’s alto-
gether ooky events can be found on the
AddamsFest website
(www.addamsfest.com) and social
media channels (@addamsfest on
Facebook and Instagram). All events
are subject to change in accordance
with public health guidelines. For more
information on sponsorship and volun-
teer opportunities, please email
info@addamsfest.com.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable.  Be prepared for
power outages.  FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today.  Call 1-844-
228-1850 Special financing for
qualified customers.

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS:  Do you want to reach nearly
a million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90 news-
papers throughout NJ for $560.
Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-359-
7381 or visit www.njpa.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments?  Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It’s a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nj

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

Several years of experience
high quality, routine house

cleaning. Local references can
be provided upon request.

(908) 377-8792

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

8 Sandra Circle,
Sat. 10/17 & Sun. 10/18, 10am-3pm
Baldwin Baby Grand Piano,
Artwork, Leather Sofas, Tables,
Lamps, Rugs, Mirrors, Dining
Room Table w/4 Chairs, China,
Glass, Curio Cabinets, Hutch,
Etagere, Slate Table w/6 Chairs,
Bedroom Furniture, Books,
Records, Electronics, Clothing,
Treadmill, Patio Furniture, & More!
Masks Req’d for entry! Email ahead
for a Sat. 10/17 entry number.
For pics & info DovetailsUSA.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-516-1257

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet.  We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs.  Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2192

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO INCLUDE A
REPORT AND RECOMMEN-
DATION OF THE WESTFIELD
FIRE DEPARTMENT ON DE-
VELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield to include
departments and agencies of Westfield in
the review process for land use applica-
tions; and

WHEREAS, the Land Use Ordinance
does not presently specifically identify the
Westfield Fire Department as a required
referral on land use applications before
the Planning Board or Zoning Board of
Adjustment; and

WHEREAS, allowing for a report and
recommendation of the Westfield Fire
Department in the planning stages will
improve the accessibility of apparatus and
personnel and can help mitigate any ac-
cess issues during a call for service; and

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union as fol-
lows:

SECTION I. Article 8, Section 8.06
titled “General review procedures” is
hereby amended and supplemented to
renumber §8.06B(4) to §8.06B(5) and in-
sert the new language below for  §8.06B(4)
to read:

 “4. The Westfield Fire Department, which
shall review and comment on the applica-
tion; and”

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event that any sec-
tion, provision, or part of provision of this
ordinance shall be held to be unenforce-
able or invalid by any court, such holding
shall not affect the validity of this ordinance
as a whole, or any part thereof, other than
the part so held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 13, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2194

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2171 PROVIDING FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD OF
THE “FIVE YEAR TAX EXEMP-
TION AND ABATEMENT
LAW” PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 40A: 21-1

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 13, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

Please be advised the Union County
Insurance Fund Commission has changed
the date of the scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 10:00
AM to Wednesday, November 4, 2020 at
10:00 AM. This meeting is scheduled at
the Union of County Administration Build-
ing, Freeholder Conference Room 6th
Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey.

By: PERMA Risk Management Services
Administrator

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $15.81

WESTFIELD
Sunday, October 4, police arrested

Amanda Vasquez, 28, of Carteret on
charges of possession of marijuana
under 50 grams as well as possession
of drug paraphernalia, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Cen-
tral Avenue and West Grove Street.
Vasquez was processed and released
on a summons with a mandatory
Westfield Municipal Court date of
October 20, 2020.

Thursday, October 8, police ar-
rested Sara Mitchell, 28, of Westfield
and charged her with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop. Mitchell was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
to a sober adult.

Friday, October 9, police arrested
Dequahn Jones, 24, of Edison on the
strength of an outstanding no-bail
warrant from Edison, pursuant to an
investigation regarding a disabled
motor vehicle in the area of 600 Cen-
tral Avenue. Jones was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Edison Police De-
partment.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, October 6, a resident of

Coles Avenue reported the theft of a
2019 Volkswagen Jetta, which was
left unlocked with a spare key inside
the vehicle. The theft occurred during
the overnight hours. The vehicle has
been entered as stolen and the case is
under investigation.

Thursday, October 8, a resident of
Valley Avenue reported a case of
fraud. The victim stated that they
were contacted by someone claiming
to be from PSE&G stating they owed
money on an account and that ser-
vices were going to be terminated.
The victim then transferred money to
two phone numbers through Zelle.
After that was completed, the victim
realized that it was a scam. The matter
is under investigation.

Friday, October 9, a resident of
Arrowwood Drive reported that their
motor vehicle was burglarized during
the overnight hours. The matter is
under investigation.

Friday, October 9, a resident of
Maddaket Court reported fraudulent
activity on a checking account. The
matter is under investigation.

Friday, October 9, a resident of
Ridgeview Avenue reported that
someone made a fraudulent unem-
ployment benefits claim in their name.
The matter is under investigation.

Saturday, October 10, a resident of
Tillinghast Turn reported fraudulent
activity on a bank account. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Monday, October 12, a resident of
Sunnyfield Lane reported several tires
on their motor vehicle were slashed
during the overnight hours. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Monday, October 12, the project
manager of a house being renovated
on Elizabeth Avenue reported the theft
of several windows from the job site.
The matter is under investigation.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, September 2, officers

responded to McDermott Place on a
report of an assault in progress. A
male, age 40, of Fanwood, was ar-
rested and charged with aggravated
assault and assault with a weapon.
The arrested individual was trans-
ported to the Union County jail pend-
ing bail.

Friday, September 4, officers made
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
for multiple traffic violations. The
driver, a male, age 42, of Fanwood,
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). The
driver was served several motor ve-
hicle summonses and released to a
responsible person.

Monday, September 7, officers
made a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for a motor vehicle violation.
After an investigation, the driver, a
male, age 21, of Plainfield, was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
several motor vehicle summonses.
The driver was released on his own
recognizance.

Tuesday, September 8, a business
on North Avenue called in reference
to a customer who was refusing to
wear a face covering. Prior to police
arrival, the customer complied with
the business’ request and left the es-
tablishment without incident.

Wednesday, September 9, a resi-
dent of Trenton Avenue reported that
their motor vehicle was stolen some-
time overnight. On Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, at 2:30 a.m., the vehicle
was recovered by the Newark Police
Department. The incident is under
investigation.

Wednesday, September 9, a resi-
dent of Cray Terrace reported that
overnight someone had attempted to
gain access to their motor vehicle and
steal it. Their home camera system
caught the incident at 4:30 a.m. The
incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 9, a resi-
dent of Shady Lane reported that
sometime overnight their unlocked
motor vehicle was entered. At the
time of the report, nothing was deter-
mined to be missing. The incident is
under investigation.

Wednesday, September 9, officers
responded to a residence on La Grande
Avenue for an unwanted guest. Offic-
ers arrested a male, age 54, of
Fanwood, on a contempt of court

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

violation. The arrested individual was
transported to the Union County jail
pending bail.

Wednesday, September 9, a resi-
dent of Poplar Place reported that
sometime overnight his motor ve-
hicle was entered and items taken.
The incident is under investigation.

Thursday, September 10, officers
located a stop sign which had been
defaced with graffiti. The stop sign
was replaced. The incident is under
investigation.

Friday, September 11, a Watson
Road resident reported getting yelled
at and harassed about a sign they had
displayed on their lawn. A check of
the area was negative for the suspect.
The incident is under investigation.

Saturday, September 12, officers
responded to a residence on Paterson
Road regarding a trespasser on the
property, possibly attempting to steal
a bicycle. After an investigation, the
suspect, a male, age 25, of Plainfield,
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance and on an outstanding New-
ark warrant. The arrested individual
was served with a summons and re-
leased with a new court date for the
Newark warrant.

Monday, September 14, officers
made a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for traffic violations. The
driver, a female, age 28, from East
Orange, was arrested on outstanding
warrants from the East Orange,
Shrewsbury and Cranford Courts. The
arrested individual was turned over to
the East Orange Police Department.

Tuesday, September 15, officers
responded to a North Avenue resi-
dence to assist the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office with a theft in-
vestigation. During the investigation,
a resident of the home, a female, age
23, of Fanwood, was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance. The ar-
rested individual was released on her
own recognizance.

Tuesday, September 15, a resident
of Third Street reported they had ap-
plied for a job and that during the
hiring process they were scammed
out of several thousands of dollars.
The incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 16, offic-
ers responded to a Tillotson Road
residence for a dispute between the
homeowner and contractor. The dis-
pute was settled.

Monday, September 21, a resident
of Shasta Pass reported fraud. The
resident made a down payment to a
contractor to do work. The contractor
had not started the work and was not
returning any phone calls. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Monday, September 21, officers
made a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for motor vehicle violations.
After an investigation the driver, a
male, age 46, from Bayonne, was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance.
The driver also had several outstand-
ing warrants from the Jersey City
Court. The arrested individual was
served with summonses and turned
over to the Jersey City Police Depart-
ment.

Tuesday, September 22, residents
of Paterson Road, Hunter Avenue and
South Martine Avenue reported that
sometime overnight their motor ve-
hicles were entered. Nothing was
missing from the vehicles. The inci-
dents are under investigation.

Tuesday, September 22, a resident
of Hunter Avenue reported that her
home security system captured some-
one attempting to enter her motor
vehicles at 2:45 a.m. Entry to the
vehicles was not gained. Nothing was
reported missing. The incident is un-
der investigation.

Tuesday, September 22, officers
made a motor vehicle stop on South
Martine Avenue for motor vehicle
violations. The driver, a male, age 35,
of Plainfield, was arrested on out-
standing traffic warrants from the
Union and Elizabeth Courts. The ar-
rested individual was released on his
own recognizance with new court
dates.

Wednesday, September 23, a resi-
dent of North Avenue reported that
two cell phones were delivered to
their home, which they had not or-
dered. Further investigation revealed
the cell phones were fraudulently
purchased using the resident’s infor-
mation. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Friday, September 25, a resident of
Shady Lane reported the theft of a
bicycle, which had been left lying on
the front lawn of the residence. The
incident is under investigation.

Sunday, September 27, a resident
of Poplar Place reported that some-
one had dumped construction debris
on their front lawn. The incident is
under investigation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2020
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE
ADMINISTRATOR’S CONFERENCE
ROOM AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,
425 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY FOR THE:

“2021 CURBSIDE COLLEC-
TION AND MARKETING OF
RECYCLABLE MATERIAL IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY”.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

All bidders must submit with their
bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

The Town of Westfield offices are cur-
rently closed to the public but remain op-
erational. The Town of Westfield is practic-
ing Social Distancing; therefore, bidders
are encouraged to Mail in THEIR bid re-
sponses in a timely manner via USPS,
UPS OR FedEx, etc. If they must be hand-
delivered, potential bidders may contact
the Office of the Town Engineer (908-789-
4100, ext. 4606, or
engineer@westfieldnj.gov) to arrange drop
off at the Main Entrance of the Town’s
Public Works Complex at 959 North Av-
enue, West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
As always, it is the bidder’s responsibility
to ensure that all bids are timely submitted
in order to be received by the time and date
as specified. Bids received after the desig-
nated time and date will be returned un-
opened.

Arrangements to obtain the plans and
specifications for this project must be made
by contacting the office of the Town Engi-
neer at 908-789-4100, ext. 4606, or
engineer@westfieldnj.gov.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 10/15/20, The Leader Fee: $67.32

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?

goleader.com/classifieds
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Caption and Charcoal drawing by Pat Brentano
BRIGHTWOOD PARK BIRD NEST...We do not own nature. We are part of it.
In the suburbs we are slowly destroying the natural world to make way for large
homes, carpets of grass, bushes cut into balls and trees trimmed into lollypops. We
have unknowingly endangered the birds, bees and butterflies necessary for
pollination. I consider my work a visual voice for the disappearing wildlife in the
suburbs.
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times welcomes submis-
sions of original artwork for publication. Please email ae@goleader.com for more
information.

Broadway Star to Join NJFO
For Swing Time Performance
 WESTFIELD — Rosena Hill Jack-

son, the gifted singer, songwriter and
recording artist who has performed
on Broadway, with the New York
Pops and with symphony orchestras
around the world will make a special
guest appearance at New Jersey Fes-
tival Orchestra’s (NJFO) Swing Time
big band concert on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17.

 Ms Hill Jackson will join Maestro
David Wroe and
NJFO to present
Swing Time – a live
performance of
blistering hits from
the big band era
and beyond guar-
anteed to chase the
blues away.

 “I am thrilled
Rosena is able to
join us for Swing
Time,” com-
mented Music Di-
rector Wroe. “ She
is one of the most
versatile and accomplished singers I
have ever had the pleasure to work
with. She will blow us all away next
Saturday.”

 Ms. Hill Jackson is well known for
her appearance in several Broadway
productions. She stepped into the role
of Nettie Fowler in Carousel, after
the departure of Renée Fleming and
was chosen by Harold Prince to be a
part of the principle cast of Prince Of
Broadway, produced by the Manhat-
tan Theater Club. She has also ap-
peared in After Midnight, Come Fly
Away, The Color Purple, Monty
Python’s Spamalot (Lady of the Lake)
Imaginary Friends, Oklahoma, River
Dance and Ragtime and has many off
Broadway and national Tour credits.

 She is also an accomplished clas-
sical singer and has performed at
Carnegie Hall with The New York
Pops; Teatro di Massimo Symphony
Orchestra in Palermo, Sicily; Teatro
di Lirico Symphony Orchestra in
Sardinia; Memphis Symphony Or-
chestra, Arkansas Symphony Orches-
tra, Grand Rapids Symphony Orches-
tra, Florida Sunshine Pops, Sarasota
Symphony, Hartford Symphony, and
in the cast of Carousel with the New
York Philharmonic for PBS “Live at
Lincoln Center.”

 Ms. Hill Jackson has performed
internationally for three seasons with
Queen Esther Marrow and the Harlem
Gospel Singers & Band touring in

Austria, Switzerland, Germany,
France, Italy, Norway, Denmark,
Sweden, Portugal, Hungary and the
Netherlands as a featured soloist. She
is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity holding a BFA in Music.

 Ms. Hill Jackson and NJFO will
perform upbeat American favorites.
“Fly me to the moon,” On the sunny
side of the Street,” “Cheek to Cheek,”
“Our love is here to stay,” and more

are all on the
program.

 “With
Rosena’s help
and talents
our show will
be infused
with an opti-
mism that is
going to strike
a chord with
all lockdown-
weary music
lovers,” he
c o n t i n u e d ,
“So I encour-

age everyone to grab their lawn chair
and come on out and have some fun!”

 The outdoor live performance will
take place in the spacious gardens at
the rear of 241 E. Dudley Avenue in
Westfield. Audience members are
invited to bring a lawn chair, cushion
or blanket.

 “The safety of our patrons, musi-
cians and staff is our top concern,”
assured NJFO Executive Director
Zach Blutner. “Safety protocols and
social distancing will be strictly ob-
served. Masks will be required for
audience members, who will be seated
in pods for groups of up to four people.
Pods will be spaced at least six feet
apart.”

 The concert begins at 2 p.m. and
will last about an hour. The rain date
is set for Sunday, October 18 at the
same time.

 Tickets ($150 for a pod which
accommodates up to four people) are
available by advance reservation only.
Pod tickets can be purchased online
at www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. Patrons will
be seated in their socially distanced
pod on arrival on a first come first
served basis.

 For more information, contact
NJFO by email at
patronservices@njfestivalorchestra.org
or call (908) 232-9400. For full de-
tails on NJFO concert protocols go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

Rosena Hill Jackson

Oatmeal Pumpkin
Chocolate Chip Cookies

I like these cookies because they
aren’t overly sweet, but
get a hint of sweetness
from the maple syrup
and chocolate chips.
They’re soft in the
middle, but sturdy on the
outside. This recipe
makes 15 cookies. En-
joy!

Ingredients:
• 2 1/2 cup oatmeal
• 1/2 teaspoon baking

soda
• 1/4 cup pumpkin
• 1/2 cup maple syrup
• 1/8 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla
• 1/4 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
• 1 cup flour
• 2 eggs

Mixing
With Zest

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

• 1 stick unsalted butter
• 1/2 cup chocolate chips
Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 300 de-

grees Fahrenheit.
2. Mix everything in a

bowl except the butter
and chocolate chips.

3. Melt the stick of
butter in the microwave
(melt it in 20 second in-
crements until fully liq-
uid).

4. Add melted butter
and chocolate chips into
the batter.

5. Once well-com-
bined, start forming your cookies on a
cookie sheet lined with parchment pa-
per (to prevent sticking).

6. Roll the dough into a sphere and
then flatten the cookie with the palm
of your hand on the cookie sheet.

Bake for 20 minutes until slightly
risen and lightly brown.

Tickets Available for
Tamaques Haunted Trail

WESTFIELD — Families near and
far are summoned to bring their brav-
est passengers to the Tamaques
Haunted Trail, a new and immersive
AddamsFest experience to be held on
Saturday and Sunday, October 24 and
25 in Tamaques Park.

The Haunted Trail will consist of
two different experiences:

Trick or Trail: On Sunday, October
25, the Trick or Trail will welcome
families for a sweet, silly, spooky,
and age-appropriate drive-through
story featuring the Addams Family.
Open to kids of all ages, this experi-
ence takes place without leaving the
car, and will also include a swag bag
full of surprises (sorry, Mom and Dad,
this perk is for the young souls only),
generously provided by Stop & Shop
of Westfield. Timeslots can be re-
served between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m..

Trail of Terror: For more adventur-
ous families seeking a frightful drive,
the Trail of Terror will be held under
darkness on Saturday and Sunday
night, October 24 and 25. Those who
dare will experience a drive-through
tour of Westfield’s fictional aban-
doned and haunted prison that uses
both live action and digital simula-
tion – featuring actors, jump scares,
loud sounds, strobe lights, video, and
other special effects elements. For
those who have what it takes to make
it through this car ride, timeslots can
be reserved between 7 p.m. and 11:30
p.m. The recommended age for this
event is 12 and up (and brave at
heart). For those with auditory and
sensory sensitivities, there will be a
timeslot dedicated to accommodate
these needs, which can be arranged
by emailing
info@ejbentertainment.com.

“We’re thrilled to add this new

attraction to AddamsFest, in a year
when we had to get creative about
delivering experiences that are memo-
rable, in the AddamsFest spirit, and
pandemic-friendly,” said Council-
woman Dawn Mackey AddamsFest
Chairperson. “We are looking for-
ward to seeing carloads of families
enjoy this innovative event.”

The Tamaques Haunted Trail is
sponsored by the Westfield Educa-
tion Association. Advance tickets are
required for admission to both the
Trick or Trail and the Trail of Terror.
A limited number of early bird tickets
for both events will go on sale Satur-
day, October 10 at 10 a.m., at
addamsfest.com/haunted-trail, for
$20 per car. Additional tickets will be
made available October 15 at 8 p.m.
for $25.

All events are subject to change in
accordance with public health guide-
lines. For more information on these
programs and other AddamsFest fes-
tivities, visit addamsfest.com.

Cranford Drive-In Serves Up
Halloween Movie Treats

By KIM PRATA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — If there’s an up-
side to the Covid-19 pandemic, The
Cranford Theater Drive-In movies
has brought us the nostalgia of the
drive-in and a new way to enjoy
some traditional fall activities. Kick-
ing off the spooky season   of Hal-
loween classics was Kenny Ortega’s
1993 hit movie, Hocus Pocus on
October 9th. The showing was so
popular that they had to add another
showing for the following day on
Saturday.

After all - what better way is there
to spend a crisp October night then
curled up in the privacy of your own
car with a warm blanket, fluffy pil-
low, sugary churros and an FM radio
to enjoy the show as you watch the
Sanderson Sisters take flight over
Salem.

Whether you are looking for a
spooky-themed date night with your
partner, a family-friendly weekend
activity, or you are just a Halloween-
movie connoisseur, this will be an
enjoyable event for all who attend.

Audience members were able to
feel safe during this socially-distant
event with cars spaced out appropri-
ately and movie-goers remaining in
their cars at all times unless using the
restroom. Snacks that were ordered
earlier in the day were also delivered
directly to your car during the first
hour of the film.

Upcoming PG showings include,

Coco, Hocus Pocus, Monster House,
The Nightmare Before Christmas,
Hotel Transylvania and Poltergeist.
And for the folks looking for a real
scare, there are R-rated showings
like Psycho and A Nightmare on Elm
Street to really keep you up at night.
When you finally do fall asleep, make
sure not to dream of Freddy Krueger!

A few tips for first-timers: when
you arrive at the Orange Avenue Pool
parking lot you will check in and be
shown to your designated parking
spot. Parking is on a first-come first-
serve basis allowing all forward-fac-

First Public Mural by
Business Owner Underway

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Even though
Ralph’s Famous Italian Ices and Ice
Cream of Westfield won’t be opening
this season due to delays caused by
Covid, they are serving up something
pretty sweet this fall.

A colorful new mural was recently
approved by The Town of Westfield
Public Arts Commission and is going
up outside of Ralph’s, at the corner of
Park Street and Central Avenue.

Cathy Jensen, President of Ralph’s
Famous Italian Ices and Ice Cream of
Westfield, has been dreaming of this
mural ever since she first visited the
location that would later become her
store. She was not only struck by the
wide street and potential for an out-
door cafe, but her eyes were drawn to
the blank wall lining her shop.

“I thought that wall would be per-
fect for a mural. I had no idea I was
embarking on quite the journey,” said
Ms. Jensen.

At the time, there was no ordinance
allowing for public murals in
Westfield and no Westfield Public
Art’s Commission had been formed
yet. Both of which were needed to
approve the mural.

“While we went through the pro-
cess, the actual ordinance and guide-
lines were being put together to allow
these types of murals in Westfield,”
said Ms. Jensen.

Jensen saw an opportunity outside
her storefront and for over a year
she’s been working to get this mural’s
approval over the finish line.

“It is with great gratitude that I say
that without the kind guidance of
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey, Mayor
Shelley Brindle, and the Westfield
Art’s Commission, that my mural
wouldn’t be going up,” said Ms.
Jensen. “The process took some hard
work and determination, but now there
will be a beautiful mural for all to see
and admire.”

Local artist Rich Janusz (@ryzart)
is painting the mural and officially
started last Friday night. The mural
will be 100% hand painted using spray
paint and brushes.

In order to paint such a large mural,
Mr. Janusz projected the artwork onto
the wall and started by tracing it all in
a black marker. From there, he will
spray paint the larger areas, use
smaller brushes for the finer details,
and finish it with a protective sealant.

“The mural will be very bright and
colorful and will represent Westfield
in the 1950s,” said Mr. Janusz. “It
will have a family in their 1950 con-
vertible Cadillac driving into town. It
will have the World War I Monument,
Presbyterian church, Addams Family
house, Woolworths and even
Westfield High School.”

In addition to these various land-
marks and historical sites, students
are getting a special place in the mu-
ral.

“It’s a tribute to all the graduating
students of 2020 and students every-
where. These kids went through a lot,
and managed to pull through during a
difficult time, as they were deprived
of so many of their rites of passage,”
said Ms. Jensen. “I am deeply touched
and moved by their strength and resil-

iency. I wanted to commemorate them
in this way.”

With a mural of this size, it will take
a few weeks to complete, but they
hope to have it finished just in time
for the holidays.

“We expect to inaugurate it in late
November in time for Thanksgiving,
a time for giving,” said Ms. Jensen.
“What is truly important to us is that
we hope to bring a sense of normalcy
to the community.”

Ralphs plans to officially open its
doors in March 2021 for their first
official season here in Westfield. Since
they’re a seasonal business, they’re
only open part of the year.

Mr. Janusz is also the artist behind
all of the artwork inside of Ralphs.
He’s still working on finishing up the
indoor artwork but says he can’t wait
for everyone to see it next year.

“I would like to thank all our Ralph’s
fans for their encouraging messages
on social media and for all those who
have stopped by. It means so much to
us and we can’t thank them enough
for their patience and understand-
ing,” said Ms. Jensen. For updates
follow @ralphsfamouswestfield on
Instagram.

ing cars to park in the front. Any
SUVs or trucks that will be backing
into a spot will be parked last to
avoid blocking the view for smaller,
forward-facing cars.

It is suggested to get there 30 min-
utes prior to the show to be parked,
however; if you plan on backing into
a spot make sure not to get there too
early as you will be waiting quite a
while for forward-facing cars to park
first.

To buy tickets for available up-
coming showings, visit
drivein.cranfordtheater.com.

Kean Stage Returns With
Live Performances

UNION — Kean Stage is happy to
announce its return to live perfor-
mances with two exciting outdoor
shows: The Doo Wop Project on
Thursday, October 22 and the Acro-
bats of Cirque-tacular on Saturday,
October 24 at Kean University’s
Alumni Stadium. Both shows have
been adapted for the safety and health
of its patrons, artists and staff.

The Doo Wop Project will make its
long-awaited return to Kean Stage on
Thursday, October 22 at 7 p.m. (rain
date: Friday, October 23 at 7 p.m.).
The show takes audiences on a jour-
ney from the songs of the Crests,
Belmonts and Flamingos through their
influences on the sounds of Smokey
Robinson, the Temptations and the
Four Seasons.

Acrobats of Cirque-tacular rounds
out Kean Stage’s outdoor perfor-
mances on Saturday, October 24 at 11
a.m. (rain date: Sunday, October 25 at
1 p.m.) The Acrobats of Cirque-tacular
features one dazzling circus feat after
another in a high-energy, family-
friendly flurry of fun. Audiences are
invited to join the fun and come dressed
in costume for this performance.

Patrons must agree to follow all
safety protocols prior to purchasing
tickets. Ticket holders will have their
temperature checked inside their cars
upon arrival and will be required to
wear a face covering throughout the
performances. All seats will be ar-
ranged with social distancing guide-
lines in place; groups that arrive to-
gether will be able to sit together.
There will be no intermission at ei-
ther show.

Tickets are $30 for The Doo Wop
Project and $15-$25 for Acrobats of
Cirque-Tacular and can be purchased
online at www.keanstage.com or by
emailing ticket@kean.edu. All tick-
ets must be purchased in advance; no
tickets will be sold at the door.

Forest Rd Park Open
During Construction
FANWOOD — The Borough of

Fanwood will begin construction of
the Forest Road Park Improvement
Project this week. The scope of work
will include the installation of two
pickleball courts, reconstruction of
the existing basketball court, new low
lighting along portions of the existing
pedestrian path, asphalt paving im-
provements to portions of the exist-
ing pedestrian path/park entrance ac-
cess from Woodland Avenue and vari-
ous landscaping improvements. Dur-
ing this time the playground area,
baseball fields and the skate park will
be open for use and we ask park users
to be aware of the construction safety
fencing/signage throughout different
phases of construction. Much of the
funding for this project comes from
grants such as the Green Acres Grant
and Union County Kids Recreational
Trust Fund. If you have any questions
regarding the project, feel free to con-
tact Bob Budiansky, Recreation Di-
rector, at (908) 370-7092, or Clint
Dicksen, Director of Public Works, at
(908) 322-7404.

Seniors Invited to Walk
With Mayor, Police Chief

WESTFIELD -- Lifelong Westfield
is holding a Walk with Mayor Shelley
Brindle and Police Chief Chris Battiloro
on Wednesday, October 21 at 10:30
a.m. in Mindowaskin Park. The walk
will begin at the gazebo where free
safety vests will be distributed to all
seniors and caregivers. There will also
be a brief presentation by the Westfield
Police on walking safety.

Those wishing to attend are asked to
call (908) 301-1287 or email

westfieldnjseniors@gmail.com. At-
tendees will be required to practice
social distancing protocols and wear a
face mask. This fun and informative
event is sponsored by Lifelong
Westfield, one of Mayor Brindle's ad-
visory councils which aims to help all
senior citizen residents of Westfield
“age in place” by providing a central-
ized clearinghouse for activities and
services for this population and their
caregivers.
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September 27, 2019: The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football
team pulled off a stunning, last
minute, 23-21 victory on the road
against Immaculata in
Somerville. With his earlier
missed extra point being the dif-
ference in the game, junior place
kicker Akin Akinwunmi trotted
out onto the field with :25 sec-
onds remaining to attempt his

first ever varsity field goal with
the Raiders trailing 21-20. After
enduring a Spartan timeout
meant to freeze him, Akinwunmi
calmly booted the game winner
straight through the uprights.

The Raiders dominated the first
half, surging out to a 20-0 lead
with their first three drives end-
ing in TDs. Junior QB Hayden
Widder capped the Raiders’ ini-
tial scoring drive with a two-yard
TD run that gave the Raiders a 7-
0 lead midway through the first
quarter.

Next, Widder rolled to his right,

then spotted Justin Clark break-
ing towards the pylon and lofted
a perfect toss that the speedy
receiver cradled as he crossed
the goal line for a 13-0 Raider
lead. The Raiders scored again
on their next series. This time the
TD came in the form of a 50-yard
run by lightning fast RB Shawn
Martin which made it 20-0.

September 28, 2019: Hero-
ics were needed and the heroics
did come just in the nick of time
when the Westfield football team,
trailing 17-14 with 1:41 remain-
ing, answered with a nine-play,
71-yard scoring drive to sting the
previously unbeaten Watchung
Hills Warriors, 21-17, at Gary
Kehler Stadium.

On that drive, Blue Devil senior
quarterback Hank Shapiro got
two important gains from senior
running back Tim Alliegro to go
with two magnificent catches
from senior tight end John
Czarnecki and three from senior
split end Griffin Rooney, which
included the game-winning three-
yard reception with 11 seconds
left in the game.

The Blue Devil defense led by
senior linebacker Will Kessler with
seven tackles, defensive lineman
Colin Freer with four tackles and
Dan Shakal, Matt Varano and
Matt O’Connor with three tackles
each, limited the 3-1 Warriors to
73 yards rushing. Warrior quar-
terback Chad Martini, who com-
pleted only one pass for nine
yards in the first half, finished
with nine completions for 135

yards, including a 29-yard TD
strike to Brian Hayward.

September 28, 2019:
Cranford got goals from Maggie
Murray, Nellie Clark and Madison
Flynn on its way to a 3-0 victory
over the Union Farmers during a
girls soccer match in Cranford.
Murray, a senior who has scored
13 goals this season, went to
work early in this one, finding the
back of the net less than five
minutes into the contest.

September 22, 2018: Sarah
Hacker set a WHS record (for the
course) by finishing third in the
Senior Division and Will McGlynn
finished first in the Sophomore
Class race as the Westfield boys
and girls cross-country teams
made a strong showing at the
Bernie Magee Class Meet at Mor-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (October 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GAME-WINNING GRAB...Senior Griffin Rooney, No. 17, hauls in quarterback Hank Shapiro’s
pass in the right corner of the end zone with 11 seconds remaining to earn Westfield a 21-17 victory
over Watchung Hills (September 28, 2019).

David B. Corbin (September 2018 Cranford meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TOP BLUE DEVIL COMPETITOR...Kaela Azzaretto performs her floor exercise routine in a
previous match with Cranford (September 24, 2018).
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ris Plains. The Lady Blue Devils
won the Sophomore Class with a
35 total and Caroline Collins fin-
ished second with a time of
20:12.4.

The Westfield senior boys
placed second with a total of 129
and the Raider boys placed fifth
at 182. Raider Ben Fleischer fin-
ished fourth with a time of
15:57.2. The Blue Devils won the
Junior Class race with a total of
32. Kevin Yucetepe at 16:19.2
and Will Loggia at 16:26.7 fin-

ished 3-4. Will McGlynn took top
honors in the Sophomore Class
with a time of 16:32.5 as the
Blue Devils placed third with a
146 total.

September 22, 2018:
Cranford scored three second half
goals to pull away from Union
Catholic on the way to a 4-0 Boys
soccer victory in Scotch Plains.
Drew Patterson, Tyler Burns,
James Coleman and Simon
Levenstein each had a goal to
spark the Cougar attack. The

game was a key match-up be-
tween Union County programs
hoping to impress ahead of the
upcoming seeding meetings for
the talent-rich Union County
Tournament.

September 24, 2018: The
Westfield Gymnastics team de-
feated rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 105.625-104.8, at
Westfield H.S.. Raider TT
Singletary won the All-Around
with a score of 35.075 beating
Westfield’s Allie Fernandez, who

scored a 34.675. Fernandez also
won vault with a score of 9.0.
Blue Devil Kaela Azzaretto took
first on uneven bars with a score
of 9.0. Raider Nicole DeFrancesco
placed first on balance beam with
a score of 9.1 and TT Singletary
took first on floor exercise with a
score of 9.45.

September 22, 2017: Sopho-
more running back Tim Alliegro
scored three rushing TDs during
the Westfield football team’s 23-
7 victory over Franklin in

Somerset. Following up on a
record-setting 42-carry perfor-
mance a week earlier against
Ridge, Alliegro got a break of
sorts, rushing the ball just 25
times for 181 yards this time
around. The victory kept the Blue
Devils undefeated on the season
and extended their state-best
winning streak to 28 games.

September 22, 2017: Effec-
tive play initiated by the Cou-
gars’ defensive line in the first

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TOWARDS PAY DIRT...Cougar quarterback Dan Curren, No. 5, breaks through the
Rahway defense and heads towards the end zone. Curren had TD runs of 31 yards and 18 yards in
the 24-14 victory (September 22, 2017).

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO DODGE SOME SPARTANS...Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey, No. 15,
finds himself amongst a host of Spartans. Immaculata took advantage of Raider inconsistencies seize
a 56-23 victory (September 23, 2017).

This page is brought to you by:

Frank D. Isoldi, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
908-787-5990  •  www.theisoldicollection.com
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half quickly influenced the de-
fensive backfield early in the sec-
ond half then the offense fol-
lowed suit, along with the special
teams, as the Cranford football
team erased a 14-0, first-half
deficit to earn a 24-14 victory
over the Rahway Indians at Me-
morial Field in Cranford. The 2-1
Indians, who defeated Hillside,
35-21, and Governor Livingston,
42-14, were limited to 55 total
yards rushing — only eight yards
in the second half, and 129 of

their 182 yards passing came in
the first half. Cougar quarter-
back Dan Curran carried for two
TDs and Josh Cadet added an-
other TD. Dante Cassaro and
Elijah Arroyo each had an inter-
ception. Valentino Ambrosio
booted a 39-yard field goal.

September 23, 2017: Spurts
of glory on the part of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team in
the first half were countered by a
tidal wave of misfortune in the
second half in the Raiders’ home

opener against the Immaculata
Spartans. The 0-3 Raiders, play-
ing on a par with the Spartans,
took a 17-14 lead with 1:01 left
in the first half only to yield a
quick TD, then suffered inconsis-
tencies of epidemic proportions
in the second half, resulting in a
56-23 loss.

Raider quarterback Cooper
Heisey would complete 25 of 37
passes for 263 yards, including
three TDs and three intercep-
tions. Heisey’s three primary re-

ceivers were Stewart (7 recep-
tions, 89 yards, TD), Anthony
Porter (9 receptions, 89 yards, 2
TDs) and Justin Sanders (6 re-
ceptions, 77 yards).  Linebacker
Nick Palazzollo had a fumble re-
covery that set up a TD.

September 28, 2016: Con-
stant unrelenting pressure by the
Westfield field hockey team
forced the Union Farmers to re-
sort to a state of unwanted back
peddling in a 3-0 Blue Devil tri-
umph at Gary Kehler Stadium.

That constant forward surge re-
sulted in respective goals by se-
nior Zoe Rader and sophomores
Olivia Pierce and Megan Webber.

September 30, 2016: Foot-
balls and misty rain saturated
the sky at Memorial Field in
Cranford but the Cranford Cou-
gars relied almost exclusively on
a battering ground game to come
out on the top side of a 56-35
shootout with the North Plainfield
Canucks, who relied very heavily

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR THE SAVE..Goalkeeper Cullen Birkel puts a halt on a corner kick during the
showdown with the Raiders. Birkel also got great support from his defense and the Blue Devils beat
the Raiders, 1-0, in Westfield (October 1, 2016).

David B. Corbin (October 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING BACK STRONG ON DEFENSE..Blue Devils Zoe Rader, No. 18, and Shannon Devitt, No.
21, not only were terrorizing the Union Farmers’ goal but they also hustled to help goalkeeper
Christina Seery and the backs defend their own goal. The Blue Devils shutout Union, 3-0, in Westfield
on September 28, 2016. Devitt assisted Rader on the first goal of the game. Olivia Pierce and Megan
Webber also scored for Westfield.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

This page is brought to you by:

Superior Interiors
908-232-3875  •  www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, October 15, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

on their aerial attack.
The 2-2 Cougars amassed more

than 400 yards on the ground
and quarterback Brian
Oblachinski was the major gainer
with 238 yards on 23 carries,
which included respective TD runs
of 36 yards, 13 yards, 24 yards
and 31 yards. Oblachinski also
completed seven of nine passes
for 82 yards, including a 20-yard
TD strike to Sean Bryson, who
also had a 15-yard TD run. Run-
ning back Brian McGovern blasted
his way through the Canucks’
defense, especially in the second
half, and ended up with 143 yards
on 14 carries, including TD runs
of 18 yards and 27 yards.
Valentino Ambrosio was success-
ful in all eight of his points after.

September 30, 2016: Senior
quarterback Philip Martini threw

four first half TD passes to help
stake the Westfield football team
to a 40-0 halftime lead on their
way to a 40-14 blowout over
Watchung Hills in Watchung Hills.
Ishmael Glasco added to the fire-
works display with a 39-yard TD
run and an interception return
for another score.

Martini hit Jack Shirk for a six-
yard TD strike. Martini connected
for his second TD on the first play
of the second quarter when he
found Mike Moriarty on a 10-yard
scoring pass. Martini faded back
and lofted a high pass down the
left sideline that Adam McDaniel
leaped up to corral before turn-
ing and crossing the goal line for
a 33-yard TD strike. Martini
tossed his fourth TD pass of the
half, this time finding Shirk on a
21-yard post pattern for the

score.
October 1, 2016: Effort and

enthusiasm emanated from both
teams, as always when these
two rivals clash face-to-face, but
this time the Westfield boys soc-
cer team seemed to be just one
step ahead of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders and it paid off
with a 1-0 victory at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. The payoff
came midway through the first
half with 19:28 on the clock when
senior Max Kaplan, amidst a con-
fusing scramble in the box, got to
teammate Joe Contretras
Aguirre’s cross and pushed the
ball into the crossbar for the
score.

October 1, 2016: For the sec-
ond time this season, Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood met
for bragging rights and an early

claim to being the best girls soc-
cer team in Union County and for
the second time, the issue was
not settled. The Blue Devils and
the Raiders, both ranked in the
Top-10, battled to a thrilling 2-2
tie in Scotch Plains.

Grace Elliott scored a pair of
second half goals to help
Westfield come from behind and
forge a 2-0 lead. Erica Muskus
scored the Raiders’ first goal then
senior Sophie Brause bailed the
Raiders out with a sensational
game-tying goal in the 70th
minute that would eventually
force overtime.

October 1, 2016: Quarter-
back Tyler Jackson passed for
three TDs and ran in two TDs as
the 4-0 Summit Hilltoppers
outgunned the 0-4 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood football team, 54-35,

in Scotch Plains.
Raider junior quarterback Coo-

per Heisey completed 17 of 30
passes for 174 yards, which in-
cluded a pair of TDs and an inter-
ception. Raider wide receiver
Isaiah Stewart grabbed three of
Heisey’s passes for 52 yards,
including a 45-yard TD recep-
tion. Dwight Lawler also grabbed
three passes for 47 yards, in-
cluding a TD grab for eight yards.
Jack Lynch made five catches for
32 yards and Anthony Porter had
five receptions for 34 yards.
Raider sophomore running back
Alex Oslislo led the Raiders’
ground attack with 161 yards
and three TDs on 17 carries.

October 3, 2015: Expecta-
tions of a grueling struggle turned
into an eye-opening 42-0 rout by

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Jim Occi (October 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHEDDING A TACKLE...Cougar quarterback Jack Schetelich, No. 10, sheds a tackle in the game
against Summit in Summit on October 3, 2015. The Cougars defeated the Hilltoppers, 42-0.

(October 2015 files) Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney

UPSIDE DOWN WORLD...Blue Devil tight end Chris Boutsikaris, No. 87, gets upended by a Tiger
defender in the game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 3, 2015. Defense ruled and the Blue
Devils edged Linden, 10-7.
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the Cranford football team over
the Summit Hilltoppers at Tatlock
Field in Summit. By halftime the
4-0 Cougars held a 35-0 lead
that put the entire second half in
a Mercy Rule format.

Quarterback Jack Schetelich
completed six of 10 pass at-
tempts for 131 yards, including a
38-yard TD strike to Joe Norton,
who finished with three recep-
tions for 95 yards. Norton also hit
all of his point after attempts.
Schetelich also had TD runs of 24
yards and seven yards. Running
back Sean Leonard (6 carries, 42
yards) also hit pay dirt twice with
an eight-yard fumble return and
a seven-yard TD run. The other
Cougar TD came compliments of
Brian Oblachinski, who returned
an interception 47 yards into the

end zone. He added a second
interception.

October 3, 2015: Defense
called the shots from beginning
to end and when defensive end
Owen Kessler sacked Tiger quar-
terback Joey Krempa for a four-
yard loss, the Westfield football
team walked off the field with a
10-7 victory over Linden at Gary
Kehler Stadium. The only offen-
sive scoring that occurred in the
game was a 27-yard field goal by
Blue Devil Mike Moriarty, who
also kicked a point after, and a
TD reception by Linden wide re-
ceiver Kyree Rodgers when he
happened to be at the right place
to catch a deflected pass. Only
one individual had decent suc-
cess on the ground and that was
Blue Devil Jack Curry, who

chewed up 109 yards on 26 car-
ries.

October 4, 2015: Scotch
Plains-Fanwood defenders knew
they had one mission if they
were going to win Saturday’s
game against North Hunterdon.
That mission was to stop running
back Rob Marron. The Raiders
failed to do that as Marron gashed
them for 273 yards on 40 carries
with four TDs. As a result the
Lions rolled a 40-28 victory send-
ing the Raiders to their fourth
straight defeat in as many games.

The Raiders got a strong per-
formance from senior QB/RB/WR
Marquel Taylor, who tallied 157
yards on 18 carries and scored a
pair of TDs. Running back Jumar
Etkins had TD runs of 10 yards
and 25 yards.

September 27, 2014: The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys soc-
cer team took down yet another
contender with a 4-0 shutout of
Bridgewater-Raritan in
Bridgewater. The Raiders got a
balanced scoring effort with one
goal each from David Valian, Joey
Bianco, Justin Rodriquez and
Zach Halma. Zach Lipshitz and
Zachary Cimring each chipped in
with an assist. Goalkeeper Sean
Murray was stalwart between the
pipes with six saves.

September 27, 2014: Sud-
den negative impacts within the
first six minutes served as a
wakeup call for the Cranford Cou-
gar football team that tried to
minimize its losses in the first
half then came on very strongly
defensively and offensively to

overcome the Roselle Rams, 35-
27, in a struggle between two
unbeaten teams at Roselle .

Trailing 27-15 at the half, the
Cougar defense shutdown the
big Ram running machine, limit-
ing them to only 32 rushing yards.
Defensive backs Luke Christiano
finished with five tackles and as-
sisted on seven, and Kevin Trot-
ter made five and assisted on six.
Sean Leonard had three tackles
and two assists. Linebackers Mike
Palumbo, Niko Cappello and Eric
Donahue combined for several
tackles, as did linemen Nick Ballas
and Jake Matthews.

Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich had four TD runs of
11, 11, 46 and two yards.
Schetelich also completed six of

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING THE FINISHING TOUCH...Blue Devil linebacker Jackson Simcox, No. 44, intercepts a
Hillsborough pass on the Westfield 44 and returns it 56 yards for a touchdown early in the fourth
quarter to insure a 29-8 win at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 21, 2013.

David B. Corbin (October 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEDGED BETWEEN TWO KNIGHTS...Raider midfielder Zach Lipshitz, No. 4, gets wedged
between two Old Bridge Knights on September 29, 2014. Lipshitz, Joey Bianco, Justin Rodriquez
and Stav Shadmi scored goals in the 4-1 victory.
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nine passes for 94 yards, includ-
ing a 41-yard TD strike to wide
receiver Joe Norton and a two-
point conversion toss to Donahue.

September 20, 2013: The
Westfield girls’ volleyball team
exhibited is skills and intensity
with a 25-9, 25-21, victory over
a fine Cranford team in Westfield.
Kayla Rodrigues in the front row,
notched three kills and four digs,
five assists and four service
points. Megan Mondon amassed
eight assists, three digs, three
kills and six service points, in-
cluding one ace. Angela Dorry
garnered three kills, four service
points and one dig. Olivia Man-
ning, who showed up gun loaded,
triggered four kills, three digs
and one assist. Workhorse Elena
Scarano recorded 18 digs, four
service points and one ace.

September 21, 2013: “Sack
attack!” Those two words would
describe the Westfield football
team’s 29-8 battering of the
Hillsborough Raiders at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Three sacks in
the first half and five more in the
second half, along with unrelent-
ing pressure from the Blue Dev-
ils’ defensive line of Joe Scaglione,
Chris Sweeney, Tom Anderson
and Cotter Spurlock, and line-
backers Jackson Simcox (56-yard
interception for TD), Luke
Prybylski, Kevin Frega and Mike
O’Connor made Raider quarter-
back Rob Nittolo very nervous
and set the stage for three inter-
ceptions and several forced
passes. Matt Catanzaro and Brett
Robertshaw each had an inter-
ception.

September 27, 2012: The 8-

0-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’
soccer team staggered 2-3-1 Lin-
den, 6-0, in a regular-season
game in Scotch Plains. Junior
Christian Zazzali netted two goals
and had an assist to lead the
state’s top-ranked team’s attack.
Morgan Ellman, Vincenzo Bianco,
Jassiem Wahtuse and Francisco
Chinchilla each contributed one
goal.

September 28, 2012:
Cranford’s Alexandra Puryear
defended her all-around title and
took top honors in the vault, but
the Westfield gymnastics team
regained the title that it held for
five years prior to ceding it to the
Cougars last year at the Cougar
Classic at Cranford High School.
The Blue Devils finished with a
team total of 106.3, while the
Cougars took second at 104.875

and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders finished third at 103.175.

Puryear edged out Blue Devil
Abby Cook for the all-around title
by just .025 (36.1 to 36.075).
Blue Devil Jenna Rizkalla took a
close third at 35.9, and Raider
Alex Peluso took fourth at 34.85,
followed by Cougar Emily Grable
at 34.6.

September 29, 2012: Spurts
of brilliance were not enough for
the Westfield football team to
overcome Hunterdon Central’s
rumbling ground game headed
by running back Jason Cabinda,
who scored five TDs and chewed
up 203 yards on the ground in a
49-14 triumph at Gary Kehler
Stadium.

The 0-4 Blue Devils were lim-
ited to 97 total yards on the
ground (56 first half, 41 second

half) on 36 carries. Running back
Shakiyl Glasco carried 26 times
for 97 yards, including a one-
yard TD bash and added a pair of
receptions on screen passes.

September 29, 2012: Senior
running back Jimmy Dwyer took
advantage of fine blocking to rack
up 176 rushing yards and four
TDs as the 3-1 Cranford football
team pounced on the Roselle
Rams, 35-21, in Roselle. Dwyer
carried 26 times and had respec-
tive TD runs of five, eight, five
and 14 yards, while senior quar-
terback Reggie Green rushed 16
times for 83 yards, including a
seven-yard TD sprint.

October 5, 2011: Nearly im-
penetrable defensive play on the
part of both teams kept goose
eggs flickering on the scoreboard

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Fred Lecomte (October 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRUNCHING A VOORHEES VIKING…Several SPF Raiders smother the Voorhees Viking
quarterback during the game in Scotch Plains on September 29, 2012. The Raiders defeated the
Vikings, 21-14.

David B. Corbin (October 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CLASSIC CHAMPS…The Westfield Blue Devils placed first at the Cougar Classic. The
team consists of Anna Centrella, Abby Cook, Mae Devin, Julie Dwyer, Carlie Fasano, Hannah
Goldring, Lexi Holzer, Jess Keenan, Lyndsey Lee, Megan Melillo, Christina Psyhojos, Lindsay
Ripperger, Jenna Rizkalla, Emily Serafin and Kelly Vasel (September 28, 2012).
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until Emily Mastrocola found the
mark with 7:48 remaining in the
game to give the Westfield field
hockey team a 1-0 victory over
Cranford at Memorial Field in
Cranford.

October 7, 2011: At Memo-
rial Field in Cranford, the Lady
Raiders, once again, dominated
on the offensive side, but this
time, they grabbed a 3-0 victory
over the Lady Cougars. The Raid-
ers put relentless pressure on
goalie Leah Quinn and defenders
Annie Vollenbroek and Hannah
DeMars.

Raider Jessie Klein launched a
corner kick and forward Sarah
Vanbuskirk charged the box in
time to head it in. Christy Monroy
drilled a shot from about 30 yards
away that caromed off the cross-
bar. Annie Canone got to the ball

and headed it in. Julie Glover
lofted a direct kick from the left
side over a defender’s head.
Vanbuskirk closed in and slid the
ball past Quinn for the score.

October 7, 2011: Seven big
offensive plays and four key de-
fensive plays set up all the scor-
ing in a showdown between the
Governor Livingston Highlanders
and the hosting Cranford football
team at Memorial Field. Quarter-
back Reggie Green had TD runs of
73 yards, 74 yards and five yards,
respectively, to total 227 yards
rushing and added a 43-yard TD
strike to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson to lead the 5-0 Cou-
gars to a 44-20 victory.

The Cougars totaled 339 yards
on the ground, and Green com-
pleted four of six passes, all to
Williamson, for 52 yards. Run-

ning back Chris Witwick carried
four times for 52 yards, which
included a 39-yard TD sprint.
Fullback JP Christiano bashed 25
yards on seven carries, including
a one-yard TD run.

October 8, 2011: Fifty-five
yards in 38 seconds! Fifty-five
yards in 38 seconds! It happened
at Gary Kehler Stadium when run-
ning back James O’Rourke took a
pitchout from quarterback Nate
Mitchell and fired a rifle over the
middle to split end Mike Stravach,
who grabbed the ball in the end
zone with no time on the clock for
a 23-yard reception to give the
Westfield football team a dra-
matic 37-35 victory over Union.

October 5, 2010: Gearing up
for the Cougar Invitational, which
was held on October 8, and the
Union County Tournament, the

Westfield and Cranford gymnas-
tics teams recorded their highest
team totals of the season in a
107.05-105.775 Westfield vic-
tory at Cranford High School.

Cougar Mary Kate Walch edged
Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger for all-
around top honors with respec-
tive totals of 36.275 to 36.2. A
pair of freshmen, Blue Devil Abby
Cook and Cougar Alex Puryear,
tied for third with an all-around
score of 36.1. Blue Devil junior
Sara Shields came next with a
34.55 total, and Cougar Sara
LoBue followed with a 32.975.

October 7, 2010: Pressuring
offense finally overcame a very
strong defensive effort when cen-
ter midfielder Maria Guarisco took
a pass from left midfielder Nicole
Ravetier, who received a corner
pass, and found the net three

minutes into the overtime period
to give the Cranford field hockey
team a 1-0 victory over Westfield
at Gary Kehler Stadium.

October 9, 2009: No! It was
not a soccer score, but a funda-
mental part of that game came
into play when sophomore Jon
Gribbin booted a 43-yard field
goal with nine seconds remain-
ing in the first half, and with
superb efforts from its defense
and special teams, the Westfield
Blue Devil football team halted
North Hunterdon’s offense to
claim a 3-0 victory in Annandale.

October 12, 2009: The Raider
girls’ soccer team lived up to its
reputation by bombarding the
Rahway goal area with 15 shots
in a 4-0, shutout victory in Scotch
Plains. Forward Gabby Vacca led

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (October 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING ALONG THE SIDELINES…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, and Cougar Danielle Jakubik,
No. 4, battle for possession of the ball as they dash down the sideline at Memorial Field in Cranford
(October 7, 2011).

David B. Corbin (October 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN…Blue Devil James O’Rourke escapes the grasp of a
Union Farmer and heads for big yardage. O’Rourke threw the winning TD to Mike Stravach with
0:00 remaining (October 8, 2011).
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the offensive surge with two
goals, while forward Avika Shah
and midfielder Emily Nagourney
each zinged the net once.

October 11, 2008: Four Blue
Devils penetrated the net as the
top-seeded, 8-1-1 Westfield girls’
soccer team, No. 16 in The Star-
Ledger, overwhelmed the Roselle
Catholic Lions, 4-0, in the first
round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Kehler Stadium. For-
ward Tara Handza, Samantha
Costello, junior defender Grace
Mackenzie and junior midfielder
Robyn Knapp each netted a goal.

October 11, 2008: After a 3-
4 start, the Raider boys soccer
team reeled off six wins and a tie
after inflicting visiting Union
Catholic with a 5-0 setback in the
first round of the Union County

Tournament. Junior Matt Greaney
and sophomore Rory Szeto each
fired in a pair of goals and junior
Brendon McEvoy notched one
goal.

October 5, 2007: Blue Devil
sophomore Jenna Rodrigues won
the all-around title for the sec-
ond straight year as the eighth-
ranked Westfield gymnastics
team successfully defended its
title at the Cougar Invitational
meet in Cranford. The Blue Dev-
ils had their best performance of
the year with a 107.875 to easily
top last year’s total of 105.575 at
the meet.

October 8, 2007: Great saves
on the part of both goalkeepers
prevented a winner/loser sce-
nario in a 1-1, overtime battle
between the 7-2-2 Blue Devil

boys soccer team and the 6-2-1
Elizabeth Minutemen at
Tamaques School Field in
Westfield. Junior Mike Lessner
scored the Blue Devils’ only goal
eight minutes into the game off a
throw-in from senior Brandon
Heroux, the 2007 Union County
javelin champion.

October 14, 2006: The Raider
football team maintained its aver-
age of allowing just one TD per
game by dazing the Linden Tigers,
14-7, in Scotch Plains. Senior run-
ning back Greg Brand rolled off 62
yards on 15 carries, including a
one-yard TD blast. Junior tight
end Keith Baker stunned the Ti-
gers when he snagged a pass and
galloped 80-yards to pay dirt in
the fourth quarter. Additionally,
he made 17 cracking tackles, in-

cluding two sacks.
October 16, 2005: Raider jun-

ior Brian Meredith has been ac-
knowledged as being one of the
finest boys soccer goalkeepers
in the state. However, Raider

Head Coach Tom Breznitsky’s
decision to pull him from goal
and onto the field of play worked
out like a charm. Meredith scored
both goals to help the third-
seeded Raiders (9-2) overwhelm
Governor Livingston, 2-0, in the
first round of the Union County
Tournament in Scotch Plains.

October 10, 2003: In a clash
of unbeatens, the Raider football
team physically dazed Cranford
to secure a 33-22 victory to lift
its record to 4-0, before a capac-
ity crowd in Cranford. The Raid-
ers totaled 435 yards. Halfback
Kyle Baker galloped 187 yards
on 33 carries en route to three
touchdowns. Quarterback Dan
LaForge hit senior wide receiver
Mike Walker in the end zone for
27 yards.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Fred Lecomte (October 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURNING UP MINUTEMEN TURF…Raider Jason Pearl blazes his way past two minutemen
defenders. The Raiders defeated Elizabeth, 1-0 (October 9, 2009)

David B. Corbin (October 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR BALL CONTROL…Blue Devil defensive back Kelly Gray, left, and Cougar
midfielder Nicole Ravetier battle for ball. Gray prevented some possible scores, and Ravetier got an
assist on the winning goal (October 7, 2010).
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St. Joseph Stops Blue Devils With 20-3 Gridiron Victory

Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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St. Joseph Stops Blue Devils With 20-3 Gridiron Victory
See Dale Horton’s  photos next page
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Westfield Blue Devils
St. Joseph Metuchen

Football Game

Photos by
Dale Horton
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Cougars Get Past Blue Devils in Girls Soccer Showdown, 1-0
Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Cougars Ruffle Ridge, 42-19, in Grid ‘Senior Night’ Clash

Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader
more photos next page
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Cougars Ruffle Ridge, 42-19, in Grid ‘Senior Night’ Clash
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Blue Devils Shut Out Union Farmers, 2-0 - photos by Dale Horton


