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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
FIRE ENGINE IS BLESSED...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle and other dignitaries gather at Westfield Fire Station 2
for a blessing over the new Fire Engine 5 this past Saturday morning. All social-distancing and safety requirements were
upheld. Pictured, from left to right, are: Town Administrator James Gildea, Councilman Scott Katz, Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, Fire Chief Anthony Tiller, Mayor Brindle, Councilwoman Dawn Mackey, Deputy Fire Chief Michael Duelks
and Fire Chaplain Gabriel Curtis.

Rebecca Mehorter for The Westfield Leader
A DELICIOUS STROLL THROUGH DOWNTOWN...Residents made their
way to Downtown Westfield to participate in the Fall Foodie Stroll last Sunday.
Registration proceeds for the event will directly benefit No Kid Hungry — a
nonprofit organization dedicated to feeding hungry children in Union County.
The Foodie Strollers, pictured from left to right, are: Pat Walsh, Kathy Dulan
and Pat Bradley.

On this week’s edition, subscribers have been issued a NEW customer
number, which can be found on the mailing label. This number will allow
subscribers to create a unique login to download the newspaper, renew
subscriptions and make changes to their account.

Westfield Superintendent
Addresses Hybrid Issues

Health Dept. Receives
Update On Covid Impact
By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department held its
regular meeting on Monday. Much of
the meeting revolved around the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic, its status
in the region and its effects on schools.

Health Officer Megan Avallone
reminded the public that the
coronavirus is a continuous threat to
the community. She said that the re-
gional department has not seen an
uptick in hospitalizations with the
rise of cases. However, she said, just
because people are not going to the
hospital does not mean their cases are
short or symptom-free. She said that
“recovered” is not defined yet and
that some patients exhibit symptoms
weeks after a negative test or con-
tinue to test positive weeks after con-
tracting the virus.

Ms. Avallone said the state recently
released an app called “COVID Alert
NJ” for smartphones. According to
the official New Jersey website, the
app, once downloaded, uses Bluetooth
to sense close contacts (other app
users within six feet for 10 minutes or
more). The phones of the close con-
tacts exchange an anonymous, ran-
dom code, and if a person tests posi-
tive for Covid-19, he or she can elect
to notify his or her close contacts
through their codes. The entire pro-
cess is anonymous.

Ms. Avallone also gave an update
on Westfield Public Schools. Schools
are back open after briefly closing
due to several students testing posi-
tive and numerous students claiming
exposures, she said. Ms. Avallone
said that the decision to close is “lit-
erally an impossible decision” and
that she is noticing in her interviews
with older teenagers that they are
difficult to do contact tracing with.
The limitations with self-reporting
and accurate memory, along with teen-
agers’ intense socializing, all contrib-
ute to the difficulties.

Ms. Avallone said she has heard the
complaints of parents and “obviously,
the goal is to keep schools open.” She
said people have complained about
the high school shutting down be-

cause no one else got sick afterward.
“You have to remember public

health is preventative medicine,” she
said. “And if nobody else got sick and
I’m accused of being overly cautious,
I’m okay with that. That’s criticism I
will gladly take because that is public
health.”

On Tuesday, Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan, Ed.D., released a state-
ment that said a staff member who
works at both Lincoln and Jefferson
Schools tested positive but that “no
contact with or exposure to any stu-
dent or employee” occurred and
“therefore, all of our schools will
remain open for hybrid, in-person
instruction.”

“The running joke is, ‘I’ll have
zero friends when this is over,’” Ms.
Avallone said.

Flu season also has unofficially
begun, and Ms. Avallone mentioned
that the southern hemisphere gener-
ally saw a mild flu season. “Fingers
crossed, we have that as well,” she
said. The health department will hold
a free flu shot clinic on Thursday,
October 29. Location and times are
not yet finalized. Residents also can
receive free flu shots through the de-

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., tried to clear
up confusion about quarantine and iso-
lation policies and address issues par-
ents have raised about the district’s
hybrid model at the Board of Education
meeting on Tuesday night.

“Last week we worked from the guid-
ance from the federal and state health
departments and made a summary” that

was sent out to the community to help
clarify the differences and the rules, she
said. Dr. Dolan acknowledged the con-
fusion and clarified that even if an
individual has tested negative for Covid-
19 and is feeling healthy, if that person
has had contact with a Covid-19 posi-
tive individual, “the 14-day quarantine
period is necessary because it can take
up to 14 days for the symptoms to
appear” and therefore cannot return to
school until the quarantine period ends.

Earlier in the day, Dr. Dolan had sent
a letter to the community, stating that a
staff member who works at both
Jefferson and Lincoln Schools had tested
positive for Covid-19. Parents wrote in
questions regarding why those two
schools did not move to remote learn-

ing like the high school had two weeks
prior. Dr. Dolan said she based both
decisions on conversations with the
local health department and followed
their respective recommendations.

Dr. Dolan said the district is con-
stantly assessing the procedures, sched-
ules, instruction and many other as-
pects of the school year. The middle
schools, for example, are using the
lunch period to help students learn about
the technology, students’ social and
emotional health and how to better
organize themselves on Google Drive
and Google Calendar, which were added
to the school day based upon parent
suggestions. Some parents wrote in to
the meeting asking for their children to

Westfield OKs Contract
For Crossing Guard Co.

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its September
8 meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil approved a resolution authorizing
the award of contract to All City Man-
agement Services (ACMS) for cross-
ing guard management services.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
the sole official to vote “no” on the
resolution, saying he voted against it
because residents have complained
to him about the services. Two resi-
dents spoke during the public com-
ment portion of the September 22
meeting about their concerns regard-
ing specific crossings in Westfield.

Last year, the Town of Westfield
outsourced its crossing guard pro-
gram to ACMS, taking the burden of
filling 53 posts off of Westfield po-
lice officers. Councilwoman Linda
Habgood said the contract benefits
the town because the municipality
does not pay when services are not
used (for example, during snow days
or the pandemic). Ms. Habgood said
the town saved $175,000 with the
contract.

Westfield Police Chief Chris
Battiloro said in an interview with
The Westfield Leader that the cross-
ing guard program was too large for
the police department to effectively
manage. He said that due to the large
number of posts and employees’ needs
for time off, he would have needed 70
to 75 crossing guards to cover the
program’s needs. But, he said, it is
very difficult to recruit and retain
staff.

“It’s really forced us to look at our
program,” Chief Battiloro said. “We
know from having officers come to
these posts in the absences of avail-
able crossing guards that a lot of these
posts are underutilized or not utilized
at all.”

Police officers would fill in at 10 or
15 posts some days, he said. “That is
very taxing to the department,” Chief
Battiloro stated. “It renders our offic-
ers unavailable to respond to emer-
gency calls. It renders them unavail-
able to respond to other calls of ser-
vice like parking complaints.”

Chief Battiloro said the department
had to look at the program and see
where posts could be consolidated or
eliminated. During the September 22
town council meeting, Mr. LoGrippo
said 16 posts have been reduced.

“If you don’t have enough crossing
guards to cover all of your posts, then
clearly something needs to happen,”
he said. “And we knew a number of
these posts were not being utilized or
were being underutilized and that
changes were certainly in order.”

Chief Battiloro said the department
cut some posts and moved others to
be better utilized for pedestrians. He
also said some posts were located
where there are pedestrian-activated
traffic signals.

“Those traffic signals perform the
very basic function of a crossing
guard,” he said. “I don’t understand
why we were putting crossing guards
where there were traffic signals.”

Because it was an “all-hands-on-
deck situation,” Chief Battiloro said,
supervisors had to act as crossing
guards as well to fill all the posts,
leaving guards to their own devices.
Chief Battiloro said an issue the pro-
gram had in the past was crossing
guards attempting to direct traffic
when their job is to provide a break in
traffic for children to cross.

“They lack the statutory authority
and they were acting beyond the scope
of their duties and responsibilities,”
Chief Battiloro said. “Changing that
behavior was something we tried to

Concern Over Teens Congregating
at Mindowaskin Aired at Rec. Mtg.

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission met Monday via
Zoom and discussed the statement Mayor
Shelley Brindle released pertaining to
teenagers loitering in Mindowaskin Park,
a Brightwood cleanup and the financials
of the commission. (The full statement
can be found on Page 6.)

Scott Katz, councilman and liaison to
the commission, told the commission
that Mayor Brindle and Police Chief
Chris Battiloro released a statement ear-
lier that day expressing concern over
“the increasingly large number of teens
that have been congregating at
Mindowaskin Park, specifically at the
playground, after dark.”

Mr. Katz said the teens have littered,
broken and vandalized playground
equipment and thrown rocks at cars. He
also said that when police do break up
the groups, they come back after officers
have left. He also noted that the teens are
neither socially distancing nor wearing
masks.

Mayor Brindle said in her statement
that police are installing temporary spot-
lights in the park to discourage evening
gatherings and to identify trespassers.
Officers are increasing patrols of the
area and may take teenagers who have
repeatedly trespassed into juvenile cus-
tody. Masks are now mandated at the
playground at all times except for chil-
dren under age 2.

Mayor Brindle also said in the state-
ment that she was considering adding a
fence with a locked gate to “enhance
security and more easily issue citations
for trespassing violations.”

Commission member Ruth Maloney
asked about where in the process the
fencing was. Mr. Katz said all he knew
was what is in the mayor’s statement.
Commission Chairman Gary Fox said
safety fencing at Mindowaskin had been
in discussion prior to this event.

Director of Recreation Don Bogardus
said there is a meeting later this week to
get a fence vendor to see what type of
fencing could go into the park and where.
Mr. Bogardus said that there is no money
budgeted for the fencing for 2020 but
that there could potentially be a partner-
ship or fundraiser to fund the fence.

In other news, Mr. Katz said there will
be cleanups at Brightwood Park and
Tamaques Park this Sunday, October 11.
He said there is a signup link on the
Green Team’s page on the town website.
He mentioned that previous cleanups in
Brightwood have been so successful
that organizers are asking people to go to
Tamaques Park to clean there.

“I just have to say, if nothing else
comes out of our attempt at Brightwood
Park to put in the bike trails, we brought
attention to a park that seriously needed
help and is getting the help it needs,” Ms.
Maloney said. “So I’m really, really
happy with what’s happening up there. ...
I think it’s a win for all of us.”

Commissioner Monica Bergen did
not have anything to report relating to
finance. Ms. Bergen said later in the
meeting that there have been two finance
reports in 2020.

“Why do we never have a report?”
Ms. Maloney asked. “I’m finding it, at
this point, fiscally irresponsible to never
have a finance report. Does anybody
else feel that, or am I just the daughter of

an accountant?”
Commissioner Jennifer Gilman said,

“We’re dealing with taxpayer dollars,
and we need to be able to show clearly
how the budgets are and how they’re
being spent.”

Mr. Bogardus clarified that the com-
mission receives $2,000 in taxpayer
money a year for office supplies and
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Westfield Board Postpones
Central Ave. Subdivision

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the start of the
Westfield Planning Board meeting
held Monday evening, members
agreed to postpone a subdivision ap-
plication until the November meeting
per the applicant’s request.

The applicant proposes to demol-
ish an existing one-family dwelling at
923 Central Avenue and subdivide
the property into two building lots
with each lot containing a new single-
family residence. The current plans
are not consistent with specific por-
tions of the town’s current land-use

law.
According to the current land-use

ordinance, each subdivided lot re-
quires a minimum lot area of 8,000
square feet within 134 feet of the
front lot line. The applicant is propos-
ing 6,700 square feet for each lot after
the subdivision.

In addition, the ordinance requires
a lot width of 60 square feet, and only
50 feet per lot is proposed.

The ordinance also requires a mini-
mum lot frontage of 60 feet, and again,
50 feet for each lot is proposed.

According to the current land-use
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Book Genie!  
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Mayor and Chief Address
Mindowaskin Park Concerns

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
BLESSING OVER FIRE ENGINE 5...Chaplain Gabriel Curtis blesses new Fire
Engine 5 at the Westfield Fire Station 2 this past Saturday morning. All social-
distancing and safety requirements were upheld. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Chaplain Curtis, Firefighter Thomas Bottini, Deputy Fire Chief Michael Duelks
and Fire Chief Anthony Tiller.

Mountainside Addresses
Halloween, Noise Ordinance

 Answers Given on Organic
Waste Recycling Plant

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION COUNTY — Members of
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) and RNG Energy Solutions
were on hand at last week’s Board of
Chosen Freeholders virtual meeting
to answer questions regarding the or-
ganic food waste recycling facility
that is planned to be built.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella called upon Dan Sullivan,
executive director of the UCUA, to
introduce some of the attendees, in-
cluding Kraig Dowd, UCUA general
counsel; Kevin Conti, UCUA special
counsel; Jim Potter, president of RNG;
and Dennis Toft, counsel for Linden
Renewable Energy (LRE), the project
company owned by RNG.

Mr. Toft gave an overview of the
LRE project. It will be a Class C
recycling facility to be located at
Tremley Point in Linden, which cur-
rently is a brownfield site. The new
facility will convert food waste into
natural gas with byproducts of soil
amendments and liquid fertilizer.

The facility will “meet state goals
for food waste recycling and provide
substantial reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions,” said Mr. Toft. “It will
be designed and built in conformity
with a number of New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) permits to ensure that it is
properly and safely operated at all
times.”

Mr. Potter confirmed that the con-
tractors and workers who will work
during the 16-month construction
phase will be union members. The
list will include pipe-fitters, electri-
cians, mechanical workers and tank
erection workers. “I cannot guaran-
tee it, but I’m guessing that the vast
majority of [the workers] will be
sourced right there in Union
County,” stated Mr. Potter.

The new facility will be a 24/7
operation, which means that it will
operate full time, but will not re-
ceive truck deliveries full time. “We
will most likely be receiving trucks
over a 16- to 18-hour basis on any
given day,” Mr. Potter noted.

“There will be limited traffic on
weekends, but I can’t say that there
will be no trucks on weekends,” said
Mr. Potter. He continued to say that
the expected five to seven trucks per
hour, or 74 per day, “is not a huge
traffic load for that area,” and that the
project, “works well with the indus-
trial nature of Tremley Point Road.”

Freeholder Christopher Hudak de-
scribed the Tremley Point Connector
Road that will be built near the site
and connect to the New Jersey Turn-
pike. This new 1.1-mile connector
road will be “key to the redevelop-
ment of Tremley Point,” said Mr.
Hudak.

Mr. Hudak talked about how the
“adverse effects of the truck traffic
has been a historical issue in Tremley
Point for a very long time.” The con-
nector road is expected to help allevi-
ate the current truck traffic and the
new truck traffic for the LRE Project
as well as to make “possible projects
like this, which are very good in terms
of reclaiming these brownfields in
the industrial portion of Linden.”

The connector road will “take the
trucks off of the city streets and away
from the schools and neighborhoods,”
said Mr. Hudak.

Construction of the LRE Project is
expected to begin on March 1, 2021,
and will be deemed “mechanically
complete” in 16 months. It will take
an additional three months to com-

plete its startup process. According to
Mr. Potter, the plant will be fully
operational about 19 to 20 months
after the start of construction.

In addition to receiving waste from
New Jersey, the plant expects to re-
ceive waste from New York State and
New York City. Mr. Potter stated that
“the whole region, with excellent leg-
islation, has required the diversion of
organic waste for the purpose of cut-
ting down on greenhouse gas emis-
sions.”

The facility will produce waste wa-
ter. “The liquid fraction [of the waste]
is cleaned up through a fairly com-
plex process,” according to Mr. Pot-
ter. It is then received by the Linden
Roselle Sewerage Authority as part
of an industrial discharge permit.

The gas emissions from the facil-
ity are “considered a minor source,”
said Mr. Potter. He explained that
gas that cannot be processed is com-
busted in an enclosed flair and not an
open flame.

Mr. Potter explained that the facil-
ity also has boilers, “like what you
would have at a high school or a large
building,” that are used to heat up the
contents of the tanks for the biologi-
cal process and that have their own
emissions.

The $220 million LRE Project is a
private investment with no funding
coming from county, state or federal
sources.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Discussing
being responsible and using common
sense on Halloween was on the top of
the agenda Tuesday evening as the
Mountainside Council held its monthly
agenda-setting meeting.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli and members
of the governing body discussed being
vigilant in using masks and maybe even
gloves when handling candy during
trick-or-treating to not spread the Covid-
19 virus.

It was noted that according to Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s office and the local
board of health, youngsters and their
parents should stick to small groups
when trick-or-treating. The mayor stated
that if children are to trick-or-treat with
friends, they should stick to a group of
no more than six.

He said it also was advised by the
state and by the local health department
that candy not be passed out by indi-
vidual homeowners and not be put in
big bowls, but rather placed flat on a
table or other flat surface for kids to
pick individually. It was stated that
while these are unprecedented times
and that no one wants to stop kids from
trick-or-treating, it is important to pre-
vent any future spikes in cases.

Similarly, the mayor noted that al-
though Old Tote Road had been closed
in recent years for townwide trick-or-
treating, the street will remain closed
this year to help keep crowds to a
minimum. He urged that this Hallow-
een be “more traditional” in that every-
one stay within their own neighbor-
hoods and keep groups small.

In other business, council members
discussed amending the local noise or-

dinance as members had brought atten-
tion to some construction companies
starting work sometimes before 7 a.m.,
and also loud music coming from the
Liquid Church on Spruce Avenue early
on Sundays.

It was noted that the services of the
Liquid Church, a non-denominational
church located in many towns through-
out the state, plays amplified music
during its services that can be heard
sometimes as early as 8 a.m. on Sun-
days.

It was noted by the local board of
health that harmful noise is measured at
above 65 decibels. This weekend, the
Westfield Board of Health, which serves
Mountainside, will measure the deci-
bel count from the church.

Business Administrator and former
councilman Glenn Mortimer stated that
he lives in the vicinity of the church, and
that not only can he hear the music
outside his home, but that it can be
clearly heard when he is inside, as well.

Council members also discussed rais-
ing the time on Sundays to 10 a.m.

In separate business, members of the
governing body reminded citizens that
to help celebrate the borough’s 125th
anniversary, a time capsule is sched-
uled to open on Thursday, October 22,
at Constitution Plaza. The capsule had
been put together in 1995.

It was further noted that items cur-
rently are being collected for a capsule
of 2020. It was said that items are being
collected at Borough Hall until Decem-
ber of 2020.

The next Mountainside Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, October
20, at 7:30 p.m. It can be viewed through
the Mountainside Facebook page or
through YouTube.

We are reaching out to you to share
growing concerns about the increasingly
large number of teens that have been
congregating at Mindowaskin Park, spe-
cifically at the playground, after dark.

In recent weeks, there have been doz-
ens of teens--estimated to be up to 100 at
times--gathering at night, on and around
the playground, which officially closes at
dusk. We have woken up to find trash
strewn all over the playground, equip-
ment broken and vandalized, signs miss-
ing, and residents reporting rocks thrown
at their cars. Last week, the police also
arrested two young adults in the park in
the early evening hours for charges relat-
ing to controlled dangerous substance
use.

Recently, an officer from the Juvenile
Bureau was assigned to regularly patrol
the area. This officer has consistently
broken up crowds of teens, in spite of at
times being taunted with chants of “We
won’t go.” In addition, these teens are not
following public health protocols as they
gather in groups without wearing masks
or social distancing.

Both of us are parents of high school
students and recognize that these teens
are desperate for socialization during this
pandemic, and we empathize with how
important it is for their mental health to
engage with their peers. But this behavior
is unacceptable. It is jeopardizing public
safety, community health, public prop-
erty, and the quality of life for nearby
residents.

As a result, we are taking immediate
measures while we consider long term
solutions, as follows:

?? Beginning immediately, the police
will be installing temporary spotlights in
the park every night to discourage loiter-
ing and easily identify trespassers.

?? The police will also be increasing
their patrolling of the park, apprehending
repeat trespassers, taking them into juve-

nile custody, and requiring their parents
to pick them up. Criminal charges for
trespassing and other applicable criminal
violations may be issued by police offic-
ers, where appropriate.

• Additional trash cans will be added to
the park and playground.

• Masks will be mandated at the play-
ground at all times (except for children
under age two). Those without masks
will be asked to leave.

• New signage will be added, remind-
ing the public that the playground is for
children under the age of 14.

• Installation of a fence with a locked
gate is under consideration to enhance
security and more easily issue citations
for trespassing violations.

These are not steps that we take lightly,
nor do we want to take juveniles into
custody. That being said, standard pa-
trolling is not having an impact on the
behavior at hand, and we have a respon-
sibility to the community to address the
numerous complaints that are increas-
ing by the day.

Any residents near the park who ob-
serve trespassing after dark or any other
unacceptable activity should not hesitate
to call the Police Department at 908-789-
4000. We are committed to resolving this
situation before any further damage oc-
curs and, most importantly, before some-
one gets hurt.

Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Police Chief Christopher Battiloro

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mindowaskin

do last year. ... They do not have the
legal authority to stand in the street
and to wave people through stop signs
or direct and control traffic.”

By outsourcing the crossing guard
program to ACMS, Chief Battiloro
said, a lot of these problems were no
longer the burden of the Westfield
Police Department. He said ACMS
has been able to give crossing guards
dedicated supervisors, which he said
“is a tremendous improvement.”

He said ACMS initially also
struggled with recruitment, but the
contracting out actually gave cross-
ing guards a pay raise as well as snow
days, other benefits and new equip-
ment. While crossing guards are no
longer Westfield town employees,
“their overall experience has to be
much better.”

Chief Battiloro said that his offic-
ers have not been covering traffic
posts since ACMS got a more viable
pool of crossing guards, but that they
are able to cover posts if needed.

“It’s gotten us back to what our job
is,” he said.

Chief Battiloro said the Westfield
Police Department will continue to
assess the program and to make
changes as deemed necessary.

“We’re certainly going back and
looking at locations based on com-
plaints that have come in, to deter-
mine what’s best for the people,” he
said. “And, ultimately, that’s what
we’re looking to do.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crossing

computer software. The rest of the money,
he said, comes from the field user ac-
count from sports programs. Ms. Bergen
said the account was low on funds. How-
ever, Mr. Bogardus said, the field user
money from the summer sports is “com-
ing in dribs and drabs.”

This statement prompted Ms.
Maloney to ask why the money was
coming in so far after the fields had
been used, and the commission en-
gaged in a discussion encompassing
many facets of field use. The com-
mission discussed whether or not there
was reason to believe sports programs
were miscounting the number of par-
ticipants, why athletes who play rec-
reation and travel leagues only pay
once for field maintenance, and
whether or not late payments were
affecting the commission’s ability to
do its job.

“I’m not sure what problem we’re
trying to solve here,” commissioner Brad
Rothenberg said. “I mean, every league
has always paid what they’ve owed.
Whether we get it week one or week
four, it’s not like we have a dire cash flow
crisis on our hands.”

Ms. Maloney said the system is “pretty
loose” and lacks accountability. “I’m not
so sure that’s working for us,” she said.

Commissioner Jeff Perrella asked if
late fees were preventing the commis-
sion from doing other things.

“In a normal year, we have excess
funds,” Mr. Fox said. “This year is a little
different, I believe.”

Mr. Fox said the commission has al-
ways used the honor system as sports
leagues self-report their membership
totals. However, Mr. Bogardus said the
commission does have the power, if
desired, to request leagues bring in their
books.

Mr. Bogardus said he has a list of
league numbers from the past three years
but that he has not noticed major spikes.

The commission members brainstormed
ways to confirm the number of players a
league claims to have, ranging from
rosters to insurance information.

“I am not opposed to accurate or up-
to-date numbers,” Ms. Gilman said.
“But I do think it is really important
that we maintain a trusting relation-
ship with our users.”

Ms. Maloney said she believed the
issue deserved further attention, not nec-
essarily in a formal motion, but attention
nonetheless.

The next recreation commission meet-
ing will be held Monday, November 2, at
7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Dept.
partment by appointment. The de-
partment is recommending everyone
over the age of 6 months “be seen by
Halloween” by getting their flu shots
this month.

In terms of Halloween, the New
Jersey Department of Health
(NJDOH) released its Halloween
guidelines on Monday. Among the
guidelines, the NJDOH says, “it is
important to plan early and identify
safer alternatives for celebrating the
fall season.” It recommends outdoor
activities, limited contact with those
outside one’s household and the wear-
ing of cloth or disposable masks for
those over 2 years old. The depart-
ment encourages those running Hal-
loween activities such as hayrides,
haunted houses and corn mazes to
take steps to ensure often-touched
objects or spaces are cleaned; partici-
pants have the ability to socially dis-
tance and reservations are available.

The next regional health depart-
ment meeting will take place on Mon-
day, November 2.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hybrid
have more educational time with teach-
ers while others reported wanting less
screen time for their children. While the
district cannot integrate all of the sug-
gestions, Dr. Dolan said, the board
members are listening to them and
making the best choices for the bulk of
the students.

During the Technology Committee
report, board member Robert Garrison
reported that teachers will soon be get-
ting new cameras for their laptops. The
higher definition will provide better
picture quality, which will enhance the
remote students’ view of the classroom
whiteboard and can also be used as a
portable document camera. Board mem-
ber Michael Bielen was concerned that
the larger bandwidth associated with a
higher definition camera could cause
more technological problems for the
older Chromebooks. Chief Technol-
ogy Officer Brian Auker noted that it
should not be a problem, despite the
fact that Chromebooks do not have the
capabilities of “full laptops.” Mr. Auker
also noted that the district does have
some Chromebooks available should a
student’s device need to be replaced or
fixed.

While the board members acknowl-
edged there were many questions sent
in during the meeting, they said they
would sort through, answer them and
post answers to the district website
under the FAQ section.

In other board news, there will be a
virtual “Meet the Candidates Night” on
October 8. Anyone wishing to view it,
should visit the “board elections” tab
on the district website. Candidate pro-
files are also available on the site.

The next meeting of the Board of
Education will be on Tuesday, October
27. Whether the meeting will be virtual
or in person is yet to be determined.

Cranford Zoning Board
Continues Dunkin’ Hearing

By ALEXANDRA LEBOVITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After an evening
full of testimony and resident questions,
members of the Cranford Board of Ad-
justment on Monday carried over an
application for a drive-through Dunkin’
at the corner of South Avenue and Lin-
coln Boulevard to the board’s Monday,
October 26 meeting.

The meeting was a continuation of the
board’s August 10 hearing regarding the
application from NATC Donuts Inc.

A revised plan for the application that
incorporated the recommendations of
the board, the public and the board’s
consultants was presented at the hearing.
Nicolas Varderese, who was accepted
by the board as an expert in traffic engi-
neering during the August 10 hearing,
was recalled by Dunkin’ to explain the
changes that were made to the plan and
to provide the highlights of a supple-
mental traffic assessment he performed.
Mr. Varderese said the revised plan relo-
cated the driveway back to its existing
position with the intent to keep the NJ
Transit bus stop in its existing location.
This addressed concerns about the sight
line to the left of the driveway being
blocked when a bus is stopped.

After reviewing the revised plan and
the previous plan, Mr. Varderese sug-
gested that the bus stop be relocated
closer to the intersection, which would
address the board’s concern about the
sight line and keep the driveway further
away from the intersection, which is the
recommendation of the board’s consult-
ing engineer. He voiced a preference for
the original design presented to the board,
which had the driveway located farthest
from the intersection.

Mr. Varderese performed a pre- and
post-development analysis of traffic and
identified nominal change to any opera-
tion at the intersection with the addition
of traffic from the project.

Concerns over the safety of drivers
making a left turn out of the site’s drive-
way onto South Avenue were raised by
both board members and Cranford resi-
dents. Resident Donna Baccich also
voiced concerns over the Dunkin’ loca-
tion affecting pedestrian safety at the
intersection.

Connie Justice, lead for drive-through
initiatives for Dunkin’, said the majority
of cars going to the Dunkin’ will be
making a right turn in and a right turn out
because the business is not a destination
point but “a matter of convenience.” Ms.
Justice testified that Dunkin’ specifi-
cally looks to position its stores on sites
that work with the traffic flow.

John McDonough was accepted by
the board as an expert in the field of
professional planning and landscape ar-
chitecture. Mr. McDonough presented
before and after images to the board and
spoke to the site betterment under the
application. He said the site, which is
zoned for commercial use, currently is
underperforming due to its lack of use
and poor condition. He testified that the
application would revitalize a dead site
and would improve the location’s aes-
thetics.

Mr. McDonough also discussed the
impact of a Dunkin’ location on the
community. He said that “coffee shops,
in general, are a land use that boosts
economic and social activity.” He also
said this use of the site would provide job
opportunities, including for local youth
looking for first-time jobs.

Mr. McDonough noted that drive-
through services have gained currency
in the last six months due to public health
concerns resulting from the Covid-19
pandemic.

The continuation of the hearing on
Monday, October 26 will feature the
testimony of Cranford’s experts.
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Subdivision
ordinance, maximum driveway width
coverage is not to exceed 24 feet, and
30 feet is proposed for both lots.

It was said that the architect for the
project currently is working on newly-
revised plans.

In other business, members of the
planning board discussed a resolu-
tion and two town ordinances for the
town council as requested. All three
were unanimously supported by plan-
ning board members.

The first discussed was resolution
201-2020, which referred to conduct-
ing a rehabilitation area study for older
buildings and homes within designated
areas of the town.

It was noted that there are many
buildings within Westfield that are more
than 50 years of age, and it was specifi-
cally said that at least half of Westfield
buildings are more than 50 years old.

Members noted that historic pres-
ervation fit into the Master Plan of
Westfield, and they added that they
would support the resolution wanting
to make repairs, renovations and up-
grades for historic buildings.

It was noted that the towns of
Metuchen, South Orange and Carteret
are carrying out similar plans.

The planning board agreed to sup-
port Ordinance 2192, which would
include the fire department in all de-
velopment applications, and also Or-
dinance 2193, which would allow
artisan manufacturing in the down-
town area. Artisans defined in the
ordinance would include woodwork-
ers, jewelry makers, those making
clothing and those working with
leather or pottery.

The ordinance stated that the sale
of products also would have to be
present at the site. An example given
of this type of business was a Color
Me Mine shop, where clients can
make their own designed pottery.

The next Westfield Planning Board
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
November 2, at 7 p.m.

Correction
In the September 17 edition of The

Westfield Leader, retiring Garwood
Public Works employee Richard
Byrnes’ name was misspelled. We
regret the error and wish Mr. Byrnes
well in his retirement.
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BOE Candidates
Night Planned

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
- The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council will host a candidates night
moderated by The League of Women
Voters on Tuesday, October 13 at
7:30 p.m.

The event will be held virtually and
may be watched at:
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
uczhfle0_dui3f8e73X13

All quesfions must be submitted
before the event. To Submit a ques-
tion go to: https://tinyurl.com/spfboe-
candidatequestion-2020

The candidates are: Fanwood -
Three Year Term (one open seat) Amy
Boroff (incumbent) and Maggie
Savoca.

Scotch Plains - Three Year Term
(two open seats) David Levine, Karen
Mitchell (incumbent) and Evan
Murray (incumbent).

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT...Young performers from the Theatrical Artist’s Prep sing show tunes at the annual Scotch
Plains Day celebration this past Sunday in the downtown district on Park Avenue. Hundreds of locals attended the event,
which featured music, booths, local restaurants and the Mayor’s Gala Volunteer Recognition ceremony.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUNG TALENT...Dozens of local residents watch as young people from the
Theatrical Artist’s Prep perform show tunes at the annual Scotch Plains Day this
past Sunday in the downtown district on Park Avenue. Hundreds of area residents
attended the festivities, enjoying music, booths, local restaurants and the Mayor’s
Gala Volunteer Recognition ceremony.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREATURE FEATURE...Local residents enjoy a socially-distanced outdoor
scary movie this past Friday night at the Alan M. Augustine Village Green. Friday
night’s flick, Beetlejuice, starring Michael Keaton, was part of the 2020 Scotch
Plains Weekend hosted by the Township of Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains
Parks and Recreation Department.

On this week’s edition, subscribers have been issued a NEW customer
number, which can be found on the mailing label. This number will allow
subscribers to create a unique login to download the newspaper, renew
subscriptions and make changes to their account.
Visit www.goleader.com/subscriber to renew or subscribe.

Field Lights Back in the
Spotlight For SP-F BOE

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last
Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) meeting
went past midnight due to the many
residents who called in to discuss the
field lights that were installed over
the summer and the way in which the
board handled the project. There is a
pending court case on the matter filed
by three Scotch Plains residents.

According to Board Attorney Doug
Silvestro, Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy ordered a temporary injunc-
tion a few weeks ago, precluding the

BOE from using the lights for any
events until a final written decision is
rendered. However, the injunction did
allow the installation to be completed,
including testing the lights for proper
installation. Mr. Silvestro said there
is no timeline for when a written
decision will be handed down from
Judge Cassidy.

John Lucey, who lives near the
field and is one of three plaintiffs in
the case, described the light coming
through his windows during the test
as “intense.”

Many of the callers stressed that
the three plaintiffs represent a larger

group of concerned individuals. Rob-
ert Lockatell, a third-generation resi-
dent of the affected neighborhood,
said he was “struggling to understand
the course” the board took to get the
lights installed. “My community has
felt ignored,” he added.

The board approved the initial
stages of the project at its February 20
meeting, prior to meeting with the
community. Another community
meeting was scheduled for the end of
March but was cancelled due to the
pandemic.

Mr. Lockatell also said he felt the
field lights were mistakenly made a
priority in the middle of a pandemic
while more pressing matters such as
the HVAC systems were left until last
minute, a sentiment which was shared
by other callers.

Mr. Silvestro responded by saying
that there has been talk about field
lights for many years and that it has
been discussed at every meeting since
January but that it was ultimately
decided by the board that the lights
would benefit the community. “This
is something that has been done with
transparency and been done with great
deliberation,” Mr. Silvestro said.
Board members Stephanie Suriani and
Amy Winkler also said the issue of
lights on the field has been discussed
by the board and its facilities commit-
tee for many years.

Resident Scott Stryker disagreed
with Mr. Silvestro’s assessment of
the board’s timing, claiming he had a
copy of a letter dated April 17 from
Superintendent Joan Mast, Ed.D., to
the township planning board, “ac-
knowledging that it takes ten days for
a response, but asking (the planning
board) to speed it up.” Mr. Stryker
questioned why Dr. Mast felt the need
to fast track the decision “one month
after the world shut down.”

Fanwood Council Discusses
Election, Master Plan, Covid

By SUSAN ALACCHI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
governing body held a special meet-
ing before its regular bi-monthly
meeting October 5 to discuss three
resolutions. All three were passed
following public discussion. The
resolutions provide a grace period
for property taxes to be paid with-
out penalties through Monday, No-
vember 16, because tax bills were
mailed late; lower sewer tax inter-
est rates to 4 percent; and approve
funding for the Train Station Project.

The regular meeting was opened
to discuss the agenda for the
Fanwood Council meeting on Mon-
day, October 19. After the Pledge of
Allegiance, Mayor Colleen Mahr
noted that Fanwood marked its
125th anniversary on October 2.
She announced that Evelyn Kist will
celebrate her 100th birthday on
Thursday, October 15. The council
will present a resolution to honor
her. There will be several procla-

mations recognizing the Fanwood
Memorial Library and acknowledg-
ing October as both Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. The
council will also recognize October
410 as Fire Prevention Week.

Borough Clerk Kathleen Holmes
said the last day to register to vote is
Tuesday, October 13. Election bal-
lots must be postmarked no later
than Tuesday, November 3, which
is Election Day. Ballots can be
dropped off at the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, located at 5 Forest
Road, up until 8 p.m. on Election
Day. The drop box is under constant
video surveillance. The governing
body reminded people to sign their
ballots whether they asked for a
mail-in ballot or not. All ballots
must be signed. If anyone has addi-
tional questions, they can call the
County Board of Elections at
(908)527-4121 or the Union County
Clerk’s office at (908)527-4996.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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 Answers Given on Organic
Waste Recycling Plant

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION COUNTY — Members
of the Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) and RNG Energy
Solutions were on hand at last
week’s Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers virtual meeting to answer ques-
tions regarding the organic food
waste recycling facility that is
planned to be built.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella called upon Dan Sullivan,
executive director of the UCUA, to
introduce some of the attendees,
including Kraig Dowd, UCUA gen-
eral counsel; Kevin Conti, UCUA
special counsel; Jim Potter, presi-
dent of RNG; and Dennis Toft, coun-
sel for Linden Renewable Energy
(LRE), the project company owned
by RNG.

Mr. Toft gave an overview of the
LRE project. It will be a Class C
recycling facility to be located at
Tremley Point in Linden, which cur-
rently is a brownfield site. The new
facility will convert food waste into
natural gas with byproducts of soil
amendments and liquid fertilizer.

The facility will “meet state goals
for food waste recycling and pro-
vide substantial reductions in green-
house gas emissions,” said Mr. Toft.
“It will be designed and built in
conformity with a number of New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (NJDEP) permits to
ensure that it is properly and safely
operated at all times.”

Mr. Potter confirmed that the con-
tractors and workers who will work
during the 16-month construction
phase will be union members. The
list will include pipe-fitters, electri-
cians, mechanical workers and tank
erection workers. “I cannot guaran-
tee it, but I’m guessing that the vast

majority of [the workers] will be
sourced right there in Union
County,” stated Mr. Potter.

The new facility will be a 24/7
operation, which means that it will
operate full time, but will not re-
ceive truck deliveries full time. “We
will most likely be receiving trucks
over a 16- to 18-hour basis on any
given day,” Mr. Potter noted.

“There will be limited traffic on
weekends, but I can’t say that there
will be no trucks on weekends,”
said Mr. Potter. He continued to say
that the expected five to seven trucks
per hour, or 74 per day, “is not a
huge traffic load for that area,” and
that the project, “works well with
the industrial nature of Tremley
Point Road.”

Freeholder Christopher Hudak
described the Tremley Point Con-
nector Road that will be built near
the site and connect to the New
Jersey Turnpike. This new 1.1-mile
connector road will be “key to the
redevelopment of Tremley Point,”
said Mr. Hudak.

Mr. Hudak talked about how the
“adverse effects of the truck traffic
has been a historical issue in
Tremley Point for a very long time.”
The connector road is expected to
help alleviate the current truck traf-
fic and the new truck traffic for the
LRE Project as well as to make
“possible projects like this, which
are very good in terms of reclaim-
ing these brownfields in the indus-
trial portion of Linden.”

The connector road will “take the
trucks off of the city streets and
away from the schools and neigh-
borhoods,” said Mr. Hudak.

Construction of the LRE Project
is expected to begin on March 1,
2021, and will be deemed “mechani-

Mayor Urges Residents to
Complete Census Forms

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith this week urged
those township residents who have
yet to complete and submit their
federal census forms to do so in
order to have as complete a count as
possible.

At the township council’s brief
conference meeting on Tuesday, af-
ter Councilman Roshan White said
that so far 85 percent of township
residents had responded to the de-

cennial population count that runs
through October 31, the mayor said
completing the census is “easy, it’s
safe and it’s important.”

In other business, the council
awarded a contract not to exceed
$150,000 to Messercola Excavat-
ing Inc. for the fall leaf collection
program. It is estimated that some
32,000 cubic yards of leaves will be
collected and transported during the
program, which gets underway in
the coming weeks.

The council also named Craig
Peskin as a regular member of the
zoning board of adjustment to fill
out the remaining 26 months of the
unexpired term of Richard
Polhamus.

With the annual trunk-or-treat
Halloween event canceled due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, Council-
woman Elizabeth Stamler said that
a “Goosebumps on the Green” event
will be held for children on the Alan
Augustine Village Green on Friday,
October 23. She added that a virtual
Halloween costume contest is be-
ing planned and, possibly, a home
decorations contest as well. Coun-
cilman Ted Spera said pumpkins
are for sale at Frazee Park with
proceeds going toward the ongoing
renovations to the historic Frazee
House.

The mayor said some $7,000 had
been raised for the Mayor’s Gala,
which was held on a smaller scale at
Scotch Plains Day on Sunday after-
noon. The volunteers honored were
Dan Sullivan of the Rescue Squad
as male volunteer of the year,

Carmella Resnick of the Rotary In-
ternational Foundation as female
volunteer of the year and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church Food
Pantry and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club as volunteer or-
ganizations of the year.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Stamler read a proclama-
tion declaring October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, and
Mayor Smith read a proclamation
designating October 13 as Meta-
static Breast Cancer Awareness Day.
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new service for 

your children! 

Book Genie!  

Would you like some great books for your kids, but not sure 

what to get? Use our new Book Genie service! Simply submit 

a form on our web page, and tell us a little about your child, 

such as what age they are, and what their interests are. We 

out to you, and put them in a grab-and-go bag! Please allow 

24-48 hours for us to choose the books. Once they are all 

-mail, and you can come 

pick them up from the lobby of the library any time 
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY FOR P.I.N.K...Scotch Plains hosted the Rose Checchio Walk to Wipe Out Breast Cancer on October 3. Supporters
showed up at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building dressed in pink to help raise awareness for the Prevention, Immediate
Diagnosis, New Technology and Knowledge of breast cancer. Pictured is team “Everything Rosie.”

People also can track their ballots
online by registering using their
voter ID or entering either their
Social Security number or their
driver’s license at NJ.Gov/State/
elections.

Councilman Russell Huegel in-
troduced T&M Associates planner
Janki Patel, who discussed the Mas-
ter Plan. Ms. Patel also sits on the
Fanwood Planning Board. She ex-
plained that Master Plans look at
the land use of a community. She
said these plans need to be reviewed
and updated every 10 years.
Fanwood’s Master Plan is due by
November 16. Since the council did

Township Land-Use Boards
Have Light Agendas

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two land-
use boards met last week, with only one
application on each of their agendas.

The planning board on September
30 gave approval to PP 2323
Longfellow LLC to subdivide the lot at
2323 Longfellow Street, raze the exist-
ing single-family home and then build
two new single-family dwellings on
each of the newly-created lots.

Engineer James Kinosian said the
two new homes will be two-and-a-half
stories high and just under 3,800 square
feet in size. Two-car driveways will
lead to an attached garage, he told the
board, and drywall will be installed in
each of the rear lots to assist with storm-
water drainage.

The half-story of the proposed new
homes was a brief topic of discussion.
Architect Hayk Ekshian explained that
the half-story above the second floor
will be considered attic space, not tech-
nically a half-story of livable space. He
also explained that the houses’ founda-
tions will be considered cellars, not

basements, and explained the differ-
ence between the two terms.

If half of the foundation lies above
the grade plane, he explained, it is
considered to be a basement. If more
than half is below the grade plane, it
is then considered a cellar and there-
fore not counted as a story or part of
a story.

Meanwhile, the zoning board of ad-
justment at its October 1 meeting ap-
proved an application by Mubaashir
Uqdah to build a deck off the rear of his
house at 310 Farley Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Field Lights
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Recycling

A copy of board policies was sent
out in May, but there has been no
other communication with the neigh-
borhood residents since. Resident
Harold Goetz said it would have been
a show of “good faith” to stay in touch
with the residents. Board meetings,
said Mr. Goetz, “is not really working
with the community.”

The “Athletic Field Lights Policy,”
also referred to as the “Good Neigh-
bor Policy,” to which Mr. Goetz re-
ferred, was approved at the meeting.
The policy was created to help allevi-
ate the neighbors’ concerns about late
nights, traffic and litter. The policy
states that the lights will be shut down
by 9 p.m. on weekdays and “a hard
stop at 10:30 p.m.” on Fridays and
Saturdays. However, many residents
noted it also states the superintendent
can change any part of the policy,
including the shutoff times, at her dis-
cretion. Mr. Silvestro said all district
policies that are not required by a law
or rule, such as the lighting policy, are
subject to change as needed.

Mr. Stryker said there was a full-
fledged soccer game on the field that
night during one of the lighting tests,
eliciting looks of shock from some
board members. Mr. Stryker said that
while the game may not have been
sanctioned by the board, the board is
ultimately responsible for the field
being used during the injunction.

cally complete” in 16 months. It will
take an additional three months to
complete its startup process. Accord-
ing to Mr. Potter, the plant will be
fully operational about 19 to 20
months after the start of construction.

In addition to receiving waste
from New Jersey, the plant expects
to receive waste from New York
State and New York City. Mr. Potter
stated that “the whole region, with
excellent legislation, has required
the diversion of organic waste for
the purpose of cutting down on
greenhouse gas emissions.”

The facility will produce waste
water. “The liquid fraction [of the
waste] is cleaned up through a fairly
complex process,” according to Mr.
Potter. It is then received by the Lin-
den Roselle Sewerage Authority as
part of an industrial discharge permit.

The gas emissions from the facil-
ity are “considered a minor source,”
said Mr. Potter. He explained that
gas that cannot be processed is com-
busted in an enclosed flair and not
an open flame.

Mr. Potter explained that the fa-
cility also has boilers, “like what
you would have at a high school or
a large building,” that are used to
heat up the contents of the tanks for
the biological process and that have
their own emissions.

The $220 million LRE Project is
a private investment with no fund-
ing coming from county, state or
federal sources.

Correction
The caption accompanying a

photo of Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr standing beside a ballot drop
box in the October 1 edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
should have given the location as
being outside the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library at 5 Forest Road. A
drop box also is located at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue. We regret the error.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A GREAT DAY WITH GREAT FOOD...Servers from the Florence Ravioli
Company pose for a photo as hundreds of local residents attended the annual
Scotch Plains Day this past Sunday, October 4 in the downtown district on Park
Avenue. The event featured music, booths, great food from local restaurants and
the Mayor’s Gala Volunteer Recognition ceremony.
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Fanwood Council

Westfield Superintendent
Addresses Hybrid Issues

Westfield Council OKs Contract
For Crossing Guard Management

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its September
8 meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the award of contract to All City
Management Services (ACMS) for
crossing guard management services.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
the sole official to vote “no” on the
resolution, saying he voted against it
because residents have complained
to him about the services. Two resi-
dents spoke during the public com-
ment portion of the September 22
meeting about their concerns regard-
ing specific crossings in Westfield.

Last year, the Town of Westfield
outsourced its crossing guard pro-
gram to ACMS, taking the burden of
filling 53 posts off of Westfield po-
lice officers. Councilwoman Linda
Habgood said the contract benefits
the town because the municipality
does not pay when services are not
used (for example, during snow days
or the pandemic). Ms. Habgood said
the town saved $175,000 with the
contract.

Westfield Police Chief Chris
Battiloro said in an interview with
The Westfield Leader that the cross-
ing guard program was too large for
the police department to effectively
manage. He said that due to the large
number of posts and employees’
needs for time off, he would have
needed 70 to 75 crossing guards to
cover the program’s needs. But, he
said, it is very difficult to recruit and
retain staff.

“It’s really forced us to look at our
program,” Chief Battiloro said. “We
know from having officers come to
these posts in the absences of avail-
able crossing guards that a lot of
these posts are underutilized or not
utilized at all.”

Police officers would fill in at 10
or 15 posts some days, he said. “That
is very taxing to the department,”
Chief Battiloro stated. “It renders
our officers unavailable to respond
to emergency calls. It renders them
unavailable to respond to other calls
of service like parking complaints.”

Chief Battiloro said the depart-
ment had to look at the program and
see where posts could be consoli-
dated or eliminated. During the Sep-
tember 22 town council meeting, Mr.

LoGrippo said 16 posts have been
reduced.

“If you don’t have enough cross-
ing guards to cover all of your posts,
then clearly something needs to hap-
pen,” he said. “And we knew a num-
ber of these posts were not being
utilized or were being underutilized
and that changes were certainly in
order.”

Chief Battiloro said the depart-
ment cut some posts and moved oth-
ers to be better utilized for pedestri-
ans. He also said some posts were
located where there are pedestrian-
activated traffic signals.

“Those traffic signals perform the
very basic function of a crossing
guard,” he said. “I don’t understand
why we were putting crossing guards
where there were traffic signals.”

Because it was an “all-hands-on-
deck situation,” Chief Battiloro said,
supervisors had to act as crossing
guards as well to fill all the posts,
leaving guards to their own devices.
Chief Battiloro said an issue the pro-
gram had in the past was crossing
guards attempting to direct traffic
when their job is to provide a break
in traffic for children to cross.

“They lack the statutory authority
and they were acting beyond the
scope of their duties and responsi-
bilities,” Chief Battiloro said.
“Changing that behavior was some-
thing we tried to do last year. ... They
do not have the legal authority to
stand in the street and to wave people
through stop signs or direct and con-
trol traffic.”

By outsourcing the crossing guard
program to ACMS, Chief Battiloro
said, a lot of these problems were no
longer the burden of the Westfield
Police Department. He said ACMS
has been able to give crossing guards
dedicated supervisors, which he said
“is a tremendous improvement.”

He said ACMS initially also
struggled with recruitment, but the
contracting out actually gave cross-
ing guards a pay raise as well as
snow days, other benefits and new
equipment. While crossing guards
are no longer Westfield town em-
ployees, “their overall experience
has to be much better.”

Chief Battiloro said that his offic-
ers have not been covering traffic
posts since ACMS got a more viable

pool of crossing guards, but that they
are able to cover posts if needed.

“It’s gotten us back to what our job
is,” he said.

Chief Battiloro said the Westfield
Police Department will continue to
assess the program and to make
changes as deemed necessary.

“We’re certainly going back and
looking at locations based on com-
plaints that have come in, to deter-
mine what’s best for the people,” he
said. “And, ultimately, that’s what
we’re looking to do.”

not include funds, estimated to be
between $9,000 and $12,000, in this
year’s budget, the planning board
will present a proposal in a draft
form before the council discusses
it.

The Garden State Joint Insurance
Fund (JIF) also will be discussed
October 19. Fanwood Chief Finan-
cial Officer Fred Tomkins said the
borough will explore if there are
other alternatives to JIF.

Councilwoman Francine Glaser
said that while restaurants are slowly
re-opening, patrons are asked to give
restaurants a phone contact number
so the board of health can alert them
to any positive testing.

The council discussed paying
CME $25,000 additional funding
for overseeing the remediation of
the Forest Road Park Improvement
Project.

Ms. Holmes said people need to
complete their U.S. Census forms.
The Finance Committee is working
on a resolution addressing the sale
of borough property, such as police
cars. Property taxes are reduced and
will show on the fourth-quarter tax
bill.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell said discussions are taking
place about holding senior citizen
meetings via Zoom.

Councilwoman Glaser said the
work being done regarding Covid-
19 contact tracing is busier than in
August, probably due to schools
being is session. She reminded ev-
eryone that social distancing and
wearing masks is still necessary
when attending school sporting
events. Halloween trick-or-treating
will be allowed, but to keep people
safe, it was recommended that
people leave candy at the end of
their driveways. Fanwood’s Hallow-
een Parade and Costume Contest
has been cancelled. The council will
issue guidelines.

 The mayor said the Fanwood Me-
morial Library is planning to re-
open soon. Director of Economic
Development Liz Jeffery said the
South Avenue redevelopment
project is still in discussions with
pavers, right-of-way issues and fur-
niture for the area among the topics
being reviewed. Residents will be
contacted in person, advising them
of the impact the project will have
on them.

The borough engineer said bids
for the street projects were sent. A
grant has been awarded to have some
pro bono planning for a transporta-
tion project. Discussions were held
about the impact of the construc-
tion at Forest Road Park. That work
should start on Monday, October
12. Additionally, two properties,
which abut the nature center, are
still using septic systems and are
required to connect to the public
sewer system. Should something
happen to those systems, it could
cause significant problems for the
surrounding properties. Correcting
this could cost $20,000 for each
property owner. He will contact the
board of health about these sites.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., tried to clear
up confusion about quarantine and
isolation policies and address issues
parents have raised about the district’s
hybrid model at the Board of Educa-
tion meeting on Tuesday night.

“Last week we worked from the
guidance from the federal and state
health departments and made a sum-
mary” that was sent out to the com-
munity to help clarify the differences
and the rules, she said. Dr. Dolan
acknowledged the confusion and
clarified that even if an individual has
tested negative for Covid-19 and is
feeling healthy, if that person has had
contact with a Covid-19 positive in-
dividual, “the 14-day quarantine pe-
riod is necessary because it can take
up to 14 days for the symptoms to
appear” and therefore cannot return
to school until the quarantine period
ends.

Earlier in the day, Dr. Dolan had
sent a letter to the community, stating
that a staff member who works at both
Jefferson and Lincoln Schools had
tested positive for Covid-19. Parents
wrote in questions regarding why
those two schools did not move to
remote learning like the high school
had two weeks prior. Dr. Dolan said
she based both decisions on conver-
sations with the local health depart-
ment and followed their respective
recommendations.

Dr. Dolan said the district is con-
stantly assessing the procedures,
schedules, instruction and many other
aspects of the school year. The middle
schools, for example, are using the
lunch period to help students learn
about the technology, students’ social
and emotional health and how to bet-
ter organize themselves on Google
Drive and Google Calendar, which
were added to the school day based
upon parent suggestions. Some par-
ents wrote-in to the meeting asking
for their children to have more educa-
tional time with teachers while others
reported wanting less screen time for
their children. While the district can-
not integrate all of the suggestions,
Dr. Dolan said, the board members
are listening to them and making the
best choices for the bulk of the stu-
dents.

During the Technology Committee

report, board member Robert Garri-
son reported that teachers will soon
be getting new cameras for their
laptops. The higher definition will
provide better picture quality, which
will enhance the remote students’ view
of the classroom whiteboard and can
also be used as a portable document
camera. Board member Michael
Bielen was concerned that the larger
bandwidth associated with a higher
definition camera could cause more
technological problems for the older
Chromebooks. Chief Technology
Officer Brian Auker noted that it
should not be a problem, despite the
fact that Chromebooks do not have
the capabilities of “full laptops.” Mr.
Auker also noted that the district does
have some Chromebooks available
should a student’s device need to be
replaced or fixed.

While the board members acknowl-
edged there were many questions sent
in during the meeting, they said they
would sort through, answer them and
post answers to the district website
under the FAQ section.

In other board news, there will be a
virtual “Meet the Candidates Night”
on October 8. Anyone wishing to
view it, should visit the “board elec-
tions” tab on the district website.
Candidate profiles are also available
on the site.

The next meeting of the Board of
Education will be on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27. Whether the meeting will be
virtual or in person is yet to be deter-
mined.
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FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 
 

Dedicated to provid-
ing compassionate 
care and dignified  
service for its Own-
ers and the Com-
munity for  150 
years. Located in   
Westfield NJ, the 
Cemetery is in an 
area of natural 
beauty  rolling 
wooded hills sur-
rounding a tree 
lined pond, tasteful-
ly landscaped and 

expertly maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity & Peace 

 
Lots,  Graves, Niches  

& Mausoleums 
Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 
& Arboretum 

 
1100 East Broad Street 

Westfield NJ 07090 
(908) 232-0781 

 

Fairviewcemetery1.com 
 

  Instagram at #Fairviewcemetery 
 

Pond View Mausoleum 

Now available 

   

Fairview invites you its 2020 Arboretum Walking Tour 

With Dr Tom Ombrello on October 18, 2020 @ 2 pm 

1100 East Broad Street Westfield 

Call to reserve at 908 232-0781 

Masks must be worn and the group must social distance 

Please meet at front gate at 1:45 pm 

Fugitive Wanted for 2018
Child Sex Assault in Plainfield

Photo courtesy of Chuan-Chu Chou
DUCK, DUCK, DUCK...This group of Wood Ducks were recently spotted in
Brightwood Park. Native to New Jersey, Wood Ducks have distinctive markings
and unlike most waterfowl, make their nests in trees.

Free Flu Shots Offered
In Union County

Chaplain Charged With
Endangering Students

COUNTY – As the flu season ap-
proaches, Union County is offering a
series of free flu shot drives in local
communities to help ensure that every-
one has access to a seasonal flu vaccine
at a convenient location, especially resi-
dents who have no health insurance.
Protection against seasonal flu is more
important than ever due to the Covid-
19 outbreak.

“Public health experts are concerned
that our medical resources will be over-
whelmed if a seasonal flu outbreak
combines with the Covid-19 crisis,”
said Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella. “If you have
never gotten a seasonal flu shot before,
now is the time to do it. Let’s all do our
part to help our Union County family
stay safe during the flu season.”

The goal of the free flu shot drive is
to ensure that every Union County resi-
dent can get a flu shot this year even if
they have no health insurance.

The free flu shot drive is open to
Union County residents age four and
up. Persons with health insurance are
advised to visit their local pharmacy or
doctor’s office.

Persons who have a fever, coughing,
sneezing or other signs of illness will not
be admitted to a flu drive site. Residents
who are experiencing symptoms of ill-
ness should check with their doctor.

The following dates have been sched-
uled for the Union County flu shot
drive. Each event will take place from
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Participation is on a
walk-up basis, first come first served.

Events are on Thursday, October 1 in
Elizabeth (Peterstown Community Cen-
ter, 408 Palmer Street); Thursday, Oc-
tober 8 in Plainfield (Plainfield Per-
forming Arts Center, 1111 East 2nd
Street); Thursday, October 15 in Hill-
side (Hillside Community Center, 274
Hillside Avenue); Thursday, October
22 in Roselle (Abraham Clark High
School, 122 East 6th Street); Thursday,
October 29 in Westfield (location to be
determined); Thursday, November 5 in
Summit (Summit Community Center,
100 Morris Avenue); Thursday, No-
vember 12 in Linden (location to be
determined); and Thursday, November
19 in Rahway (Rahway Recreation
Center, 275 East Milton Street).

For additional updates visit the “Up-
coming Flu Drives” page on the County
website, at ucnj.org.

Please note that the Union County flu
shot drive is for seasonal flu vaccines
only. There is no vaccine available for
the Covid-19 virus at this time.

Union County residents are also re-

minded that the Covid-19 virus is far
more deadly than seasonal flu, and it
spreads more easily. Someone infected
with the Covid-19 virus can spread it
simply by talking, even if they show no
visible signs of illness.

Because Covid-19 can be transmit-
ted by infected people who do not have
symptoms like coughing or sneezing, it
is very important for everyone to wear
a mask and observe social distance. All
Union County residents and visitors are
urged to continue maintaining every
precaution to prevent Covid-19 during
the fall season, especially when in-
doors.

In addition to wearing masks and
observing social distance, effective pre-
cautions include washing hands fre-
quently, avoiding sick people and stay-
ing home when sick.

The Union County Flu Shot Drive is
administered by the Union County Of-
fice of Health Management in the De-
partment of Public Safety, the Visiting
Nurse Association and volunteers from
the Union County Medical Reserve
Corps. The Medical Reserve Corps
accepts volunteers with a variety of
skills both in and out of the medical
profession.

COUNTY — A Catholic priest
who previously served as the chap-
lain of Oratory Preparatory School
in Summit has been arrested and
charged with engaging in a pattern
of behavior that threatened the wel-
fare of six students, acting Union
County Prosecutor Lyndsay V.
Ruotolo announced October 2.

This arrest was made by members
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office assigned to the New Jersey
Clergy Abuse Task Force, which was
formed by Attorney General Gurbir
S. Grewal in September 2018 to in-
vestigate allegations of clergy abuse.
This is the fourth priest to be charged
in criminal cases filed by the task
force.

Salvatore DiStefano, 61, who has
recently resided at Our Lady of Peace
Roman Catholic Church on South
Street in New Providence, is charged
with five counts of second-degree
use of a juvenile to commit a crime
and six counts of third-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child.

The charges are the result of an
investigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s Special Victims Unit (SVU)
into Mr. DiStefano’s conduct as the
leader of an official school club of
about 30 hand-picked Oratory Prep
students, known as the “Knights of
Malta,” according to SVU Supervi-
sor and Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Caroline Lawlor, who is pros-
ecuting the case. According to the
investigation, as the leader of the
group, Mr. DiStefano engaged in a
pattern of conduct that endangered
the welfare of the club’s members.

For instance, the investigation re-
vealed that Mr. DiStefano would fre-
quently attempt to speak with the
students about sex and instructed a
student to masturbate in order to
relieve stress. He also allegedly made
repeated attempts to entice a student
to accompany him away from the
school alone and took steps to con-
ceal that activity, for instance telling
the student to leave his cell phone at
school so that his true location would

be hidden from his parents when he
met with him off-campus.

The investigation also showed that
Mr. DiStefano would give his per-
sonal cell phone number to club
members, routinely texting and call-
ing them outside of school hours and
instructing them to save his contact
in their phones as “Malta” in order to
conceal his identity, Ms. Lawlor said.

The investigation revealed that, at
various points in late 2019, “Father
Sal,” as he was known to students,
would allow his teenaged victims to
consume edible items infused with
marijuana in his office. He also al-
legedly purchased tetrahydrocannab-
inol (THC) cartridges, which stu-
dents would smoke in Mr.
DiStefano’s office while he was
present and provided students money
so they could purchase such items
for themselves.

Mr. DiStefano also took actions
designed to maintain his control over
the group. At one point, according to
the investigation, Mr. DiStefano at-
tempted to convince multiple stu-
dents to harass and otherwise intimi-
date a former Knights of Malta mem-
ber who had been dismissed from
the club, ordering them to make the
victim’s daily life so difficult that he
would quit school. These alleged
efforts included convincing one stu-
dent to post false negative informa-
tion about the other student on social
media. In another instance, when
Mr. DiStefano learned that the former
club member was hosting a party, he
allegedly instructed current club
members to plan a party for the same
night so that no one would show up,
ordering them to make a list of alco-
hol they wanted so he could buy it
for them.

When students or others expressed
concerns about his conduct to Mr.
DiStefano, he also allegedly took
steps to cover up his activities, such
as telling one victim to delete all of
the text messages between them from
his phone.

In announcing the arrest, Ms.
Ruotolo stated, “I want to recognize
Attorney General Grewal’s Clergy
Abuse Task Force and our Special
Victims Unit for exhaustively and
professionally investigating this case.
The conduct unearthed by our inves-
tigative team represents an egregious
and total betrayal of trust by a person
who was supposed to be helping
young men, not hurting them; con-
duct that might have gone unchecked
but for their efforts.”

Mr. DiStefano was arrested with-
out incident on October 2 and charged
pending a first appearance and de-
tention hearing scheduled to take
place in Superior Court.

The Archdiocese of Newark and
Oratory Preparatory School each co-
operated with the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice in its investigation.

Anyone with information regard-
ing Mr. DiStefano’s activities is urged
to contact Prosecutor’s Office Lieu-
tenant Timothy Durkin at (973)698-
9529.

When Attorney General Grewal
formed the Clergy Abuse Task Force
in September 2018, he established a
Clergy Abuse Hotline – (855)363-
6548 – which is staffed by trained
professionals and operated on a 24/
7 basis. More than 600 calls have
been received through the hotline to
date.

Convictions on second-degree
criminal offenses are commonly pun-
ishable by 5 to 10 years in state
prison while third-degree crimes can
result in terms of 3 to 5 years.

These criminal charges are mere
accusations. Every defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless and until
proven guilty in a court of law.

COUNTY — Investigators are re-
questing assistance from the public in
locating a fugitive wanted for alleg-
edly sexually assaulting a
child in Plainfield the sum-
mer before last, acting
Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and
Plainfield Police Director
Lisa Burgess jointly an-
nounced September 23.

Jose A. Donis, with a
last known address on the
900 block of West Third
Street in Plainfield, has
been charged with second-
degree sexual assault of a
child under the age of 13
and third-degree endan-
gering the welfare of a
child.

A joint investigation by the
Plainfield Police Division and the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Special Victims
Unit revealed that the alleged sexual
abuse took place from early June to
late September 2018 when the victim

was on summer vacation and the de-
fendant rented a room in the building
in which she lived, according to Union

County Assistant Prosecu-
tor Kathleen Dillon, who
is prosecuting the case.

Mr. Donis was crimi-
nally charged in June 2020
and has remained at large
since. A recent photo of
him is being provided
along with this press re-
lease.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this matter is
being urged to contact
Prosecutor’s Office Detec-
tive Claudia Diez at
(908)868-0391.

The Union County
Crime Stoppers are also offering a
reward of up to $10,000 for informa-
tion leading to an arrest and indict-
ment in this case; tips can be given
anonymously by phone at (908)654-
TIPS (8477) or online at
www.uctip.org.

County, UNICO to Hold
Columbus Day Flag Raising

Local Buildings to Be Lit for
Metastaic Breast Cancer

County to Receive $250,000
To Dredge Clark Reservoir

AREA–  METAvivor Research &
Support in partnership with Moore
Fight Moore Strong today announced
the launch of #LightUpMBC – a land-
mark campaign created to bring
awareness to and increase funding
for metastatic breast cancer (MBC).

There is nothing pink about meta-
static breast cancer (MBC).
#LightUpMBC is designed to shine a
light on the importance of awareness
and funding for MBC. On Tuesday,
October 13, Metastatic Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day, over 115 land-
marks in all 50 U.S. states as well as
Canada and Ireland will light up in
the MBC symbolic colors of green,
teal and pink as part of the
#LightUpMBC campaign. To view
the illuminated landmarks across the
globe, #LightUpMBC Live, a virtual
benefit, will take place on October 13
at 8 p.m. EST on @METAvivor
Facebook Live and
www.metavivor.org. I will co-host this
virtual benefit that will feature inspir-
ing MBC stories heard from
#LightUpMBC patient ambassadors
at landmark lightings in their cities to
help raise funds for metastatic breast
cancer research.  Musical perfor-
mances will include John Rzeznik of
the Goo Goo Dolls; David Bryan of
Bon Jovi, who is also a Tony Award
winner of Broadway musical “Diana”
and Country singer Connor Myers.
The live stream event will be co-
hosted by MBC Advocate Tami Bowl-

ing of Scotch Plains.
Locally, Eastman Plaza in Cranford,

the Scotch Plains Municipal Building
and The James Ward Mansion in
Westfield will be lit up on Tuesday,
October 13 in support of the awareness
campaign. METAvivor asks that people
publicly share a photo and/or story of
someone who inspires them by posting
on their social media channels with the
donation link:  www.metavivor.org/
LightUpMBC and using hashtags
#LightUpMBC #METAvivor.

METAvivor President Jamil Riv-
ers says, “Metastatic breast cancer
(MBC), also known as stage 4 breast
cancer, is not curable and means the
cancer has left the breast and spread
to other parts of the body. There is a
lack of knowledge on MBC in com-
parison to early stage breast cancer,
which leads to many widespread
misperceptions”.

“An estimated 42,170 Americans
will die from MBC in 2020, the equiva-
lent of 115 women and men per day,”
said Laura Inahara, Executive Direc-
tor of Moore Fight Moore Strong.
“The 115 landmarks that will illumi-
nate this year represent the 115 lives
lost every day to MBC in the U.S.
alone.  We hope that #LightUpMBC
will not only spread awareness and
raise funds, but also inspire people to
truly want to make a difference for
people living with MBC.”

For more information visit:
www.Metavivor.org/LightUpMBC.

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that Union County’s 12th
Annual Columbus Day Flag Rais-

ing event is set for Friday, October
9 at 1 p.m. on the steps of the
historic Union County Courthouse.
A.J. “Buddy” Fortunato, publisher
of The Italian Tribune, will be this
year’s special guest speaker.

“We continue to honor the
achievements and contributions of
Italian Americans who have made
amazing contributions in all facets
of life to America,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
who is emceeing the program.

Other speakers include Unico
District X Governor Anthony
Bengivenga, who is also on the
executive board of the Italian
American One Voice Coalition. The
county will honor members of
Unico Distr ict  X and the
Plainfields’ Chapter of Unico with
a resolution.

Mr. Fortunato is the publisher of
The Italian Tribune newspaper, the
nation’s premiere Italian Ameri-
can weekly publication since 1931.
Mr. Fortunato has long been a dy-
namic, dedicated member of the
Italian American community and a
champion for Italian heritage and
culture in the United States. Born
and raised in Montclair, New Jer-
sey, he graduated from Montclair
High School and obtained his Bach-
elor of Science degree from Rider
College.

Unico is the nation’s largest Ital-
ian American service organization,
whose chapters and members en-
gage in promoting and defending
Italian culture and heritage, as well
as providing scholarships, engag-
ing in community service and other
philanthropic endeavors.

Unico District X and Plainfield’s
Unico worked to organize and co-
sponsor Union County’s Colum-
bus Day event. The Italian Ameri-
can One Voice Coalition is an Ital-
ian-American anti-bias organiza-
tion formed of members nation-
wide that fights stereotypes and
advocates on issues impacting Ital-
ian Americans.

Italian-style refreshments and
pastries will be served after the
program outside the historic Union
County Courthouse due to Covid-
19 restrictions. All those who are
attending are urged to wear a mask
and follow Covid-19 protocols.

The courthouse is located at 2
Broad St. in Elizabeth at the corner
of Rahway Avenue.

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board announced Sep-
tember 25 it will be receiving
$250,000 in state funds to dredge the
Clark Reservoir, which sits off Lake
Avenue in the Clark Township. The
announcement comes as the county is
currently studying recreational usage
and environmental impacts and is
planning to dredge the 150-acre res-
ervoir in a master plan.

“We are looking forward to making
improvements at the reservoir that
will enhance its use by the public, and
we welcome the funding, which is
perfectly timed,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella. “I
would like to thank Senator Scutari
for his efforts in lobbying for the
funding and Governor Murphy for
including it in his budget.”

Senator Nicholas P. Scutari stated:
“The Clark Reservoir is an important
natural resource and part of a water-
shed that provides a recreational oa-
sis and picturesque backdrop for many
in Union County. I also thank the
Governor for including my funding
request for this project in his budget.”

Freeholder Christopher Hudak
stated: “I also thank Senator Scutari
for working to provide this funding.
Through the Master Plan we have
embarked on, we seek to maximize
the benefit of this beautiful natural
resource, which was once destined to

be developed, and offer our residents
increased recreational opportunities
in a bucolic setting.”

The Clark Reservoir was built in
1907 along the Robinson’s Branch of
the Rahway River. It fell into disuse
by the early 1990s. To prevent the
property from being drained and sold,
Clark took ownership of the reser-
voir. A conservation easement was
established to protect the surround-
ing shoreline from development for-
ever.

The county then acquired the reser-
voir in 2008 from Clark for $1. To-
gether with the county’s acquisition
of the former St. Agnes property on
Madison Hill Road in Clark and the
former Schwarz Farm on Old Raritan
Road straddling Clark and Westfield,
the county assembled a continuous
greenway that links the Clark Reser-
voir with other parks and public lands
nearby.

Greenways were a fundamental part
of the original design of the Union
County parks system, dating back to
the 1920s. The Olmstead Brothers,
the same firm that designed New
York’s Central Park, envisioned con-
tinuous natural pathways along the
county’s streams and rivers.

In addition to their public recre-
ation and conservation roles, the
greenways also serve as natural, low-
cost storm drainage systems.
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DAVIS AGENCY

INSURANCE Est. 1973

• Homeowner

• Auto

• Commercial

• Life

We represent multiple carriers - we can provide the coverage

you need at a price that will put a smile on your face.

Call us for a no obligation quote today.

865 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

800-752-0150         908-233-8040

Do Your Homeowner & Auto

Premiums Keep Going Up?

Welcome to Our Neighborhood

Susan Massa CRS

908-400-0778

Susan@susanmassa.com

www.NJhomeshowcase.com

188 Elm Street, Westfield NJ 07090

908-233-8502 x455
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6

5

6

BTH

2.0

2.1

1.1

1.1

2.0

2.0

2.0

2.0

3.0

4.2

2.1

2.0

2.0

2.2

3.1

2.1

2.1

1.1

2.1

2.1

4.0

3.1

4.1

2.0

1.1

2.0

1.1

1.1

2.0

1.1

2.0

2.1

2.1

2.2

3.0

2.1

3.1

4.1

2.2

4.0

4.0

5.1

5.2

GAR

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

1

1

1

0

2

2

2

2

3

1

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

3

3

TOWN

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Fanwood

Fanwood

Fanwood

Fanwood

Mountainside

Mountainside

Mountainside

Mountainside

Mountainside

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

ADDRESS

202 SAILER ST

40 CARPENTER PL

33 ELIZABETH AVE

114 ELMORA AVE

16 MOHAWK DR

106 COLUMBIA AVE

9 GLENWOOD RD

136 2ND ST

46 ESTELLE LN

44 FOREST RD

1181 PUDDINGSTONE RD

1571 BROOKSIDE RD

418 SUMMIT RD

400 SUMMIT RD

315 INDIAN TRL

6 TISBURY VLG

806 DONATO CIR

1071 HETFIELD AVE

15 AUTUMN DR

1412 SYLVAN LN

1952 INVERNESS DR

1417 SYLVAN LN

8 JENNA CT

707 W BROAD ST

656 HILLCREST AVE

470 SPRINGFIELD AVE

844 W NORTH AVE

528 DOWNER ST

714 CASTLEMAN DR

932 BOULEVARD

531 TOPPING HILL RD

400 WELLS ST

318 EDGEWOOD AVE

622 MAYE ST

519 PARKVIEW AVE

737 OAK AVE

27 FAIRHILL RD

811 FAIRACRES AVE

233 TWIN OAKS TERR

268 CANTERBURY RD

85 BARCHESTER WAY

102 GOLF EDGE DR

440 ROANOKE RD

SALE PRICE

$350,000

$462,000

$500,000

$550,000

$550,000

$631,500

$475,000

$550,000

$570,000

$880,000

$510,000

$575,000

$599,000

$662,500

$912,000

$380,000

$392,500

$507,000

$624,000

$717,500

$730,000

$818,000

$1,075,000

$400,000

$505,000

$490,000

$520,000

$639,000

$641,000

$653,000

$700,000

$756,400

$745,000

$812,000

$955,000

$999,999

$1,175,000

$1,180,000

$1,315,000

$1,309,000

$1,505,000

$2,250,000

$2,518,000

*Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 9/27/20 – 10/04/20 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the office/

agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact Susan

Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE. Home is one of the most important and significant

purchases and sales you will make in your lifetime. It’s important to stay informed. If you are thinking

about a MOVE now is the time to prepare. CALL me, the time is now susan@susanmassa.com or

susanmassa2@gmail.com      www.NJHomeShowcase.com     www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

43 Homes Sold Sep 27 - Oct 4, 2020 in Cranford,

Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield

Union County Sheriff K9
Receives Protective Vest

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney, County of Union
READY FOR ACTION...Union County Sheriff’s K9 Milo is pictured wtih his new
protective vest and his partner Officer Erick Ramirez at the UCSO K9 Regional
Training Facility in Summit.

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Office K9 Milo has received
a bullet and stab protective vest thanks
to a charitable donation from non-
profit organization Vested Interest in
K9s, Inc. The vest was sponsored by
Dr. Julie Tropeano of Lincroft and
embroidered with the sentiment “In
memory of Angelo Tropeano.”

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c(3) charity located in East
Taunton, Massachusetts, whose mis-
sion is to provide bullet and stab pro-
tective vests and other assistance to
dogs of law enforcement and related
agencies throughout the United States.

The nonprofit was established in
2009 to assist law enforcement agen-
cies with this potentially lifesaving
body armor for their four-legged K9
officers. Since its inception, Vested
Interest in K9s, Inc. provided over
3,500 U.S.-made, custom fitted, NIJ
certified protective vests in 50 states

through private and corporate dona-
tions, at a value of $6.9 million dol-
lars.

The program is open to dogs ac-
tively employed in the U.S. with law
enforcement or related agencies that
are certified and at least 20 months of
age. New K9 graduates, as well as
K9s with expired vests, are eligible to
participate.

The donation to provide one pro-
tective vest for law enforcement K9
is $950. Each vest has a value be-
tween $1,744 and $2,283, a five-year
warranty and an average weight of 4
to 5 lbs. There is an estimated 30,000
law enforcement K9s throughout the
United States. For more information
or to learn about volunteer opportu-
nities, please call (508) 824-6978.
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. provides
information, lists events and accepts
tax-deductible donations of any de-
nomination at www.vik9s.org.

Michael Robert Construction
Celebrates 15 Year

Anniversary
Michael Mroz started working on

construction projects in Westfield at
the age of 10, when he built a 2-story
fort in his backyard, accessible via a
swing he attached to his home. His
parents were just relieved he was out
of the house, where he was often
found reverse engineering assorted
household items, including batteries
and vacuum cleaners. “When left to
his own devices as a young boy, he
would dive in and out of construction
dumpsters and use the materials to
build all kinds of structures in our
backyard,” remembers Dianne Mroz,
Mike’s mother, a Westfield resident
for over 30 years. At 16, Mike single-
handedly built a full bathroom in the
basement of his childhood home. It
still functions perfectly today.

Fast forward to 2020, and Mike is
celebrating the 15 year anniversary
of Michael Robert Construction, his
design/build construction firm located
in historic downtown Westfield. Start-
ing work out of his home after gaining
local experience, his business bur-
geoned from positive word of mouth.
Headquartered in downtown
Westfield, it now surpasses 130 homes
build/renovated in or around
Westfield, Cranford and Scotch
Plains. Local honors include receiv-

ing the Devlin Award from the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission for the East Broad Street
historic office renovation and having
four homes featured in the NJ Festi-
val Orchestra Westfield Tour of No-
table Homes. This September, he was
just awarded “Best Single Family
Custom Home” in the $1M-$2M
range from the Metropolitan Build-
ers and Contractors Association of
New Jersey. And the company has put
Westfield on the map on houzz, a
popular home design/renovation
website, with homes featured receiv-
ing over 10,000 saves.

Mike's life passions are split be-
tween work, family and community,
and they all share Westfield as their
common core. He continually strives
to build and renovate homes in unique
ways with traditional materials that
pay homage to Westfield's classic
roots and complement the town's
homes. Mike's Westfield roots run
deep; he married his middle school
sweetheart Ellie (he attended
Roosevelt Intermediate School, she
attended Edison). Ellie has her own
interior design business, Ellie Mroz
Design, which shares headquarters
and many clients with Mike's busi-
ness. He is a devoted father of the
"Mroz Bros," Jack and Liam, who are
currently entering 4th and 3rd grade,
respectively, at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School. Mike is dedicated
to the local community, volunteering
for 4 local episodes of NBC's "George
to the Rescue" and sponsoring local
sports teams (he played safety on the
Westfield High School football team).
Mike is proud to be building his legacy
(literally) in the town he was raised,
and in the town he is raising his fam-
ily. “In the blink of an eye, a dream
has become a reality. It’s been a ton of
work, but it’s also been a lot of fun.
We love passing by homes we’ve
built and sharing the story behind the
home with our boys. Seeing their
pride in our work is the ultimate re-
ward.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Costs Rise for Ballot
Delivery in Union County

County Announces Drive-Up
Food Distribution Oct. 10

By MICHAEL P. CARVALHO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Processes, new and
old, are being applied to the voting
methods for this year’s General Elec-
tion on Tuesday, November 3.

Nicole DiRado, administrator of the
Union County Board of Elections, and
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
were both on hand to answer questions
from the Board of Chosen Freeholders
during the board’s October 1 meeting.

The ballots are being sent out in three
different waves, the first of which, total-
ing approximately 320,000, has already
been mailed, according to Ms. Rajoppi.

The original budget for mailing the
ballots was $6,000, but an additional
$8,000 was asked for to complete the
mailing process.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that process-
ing the ballots to be mailed is started in-
house, then is “picked up by the mailing
company who bands and skid-wraps
them in their trays.” The trays of ballots
are then brought to the regional post
office.

“Six thousand [dollars] was bud-
geted” for mailing out the ballots, ac-
cording to Ms. Rajoppi, “but is not
enough.” More than 200 trays have
already been processed, with 100 to
150 ballots per tray. Ms. Rajoppi said
that, “they had to make four trips to pick
up the ballots in their trucks.”

“The costs have increased,” she said,
and the additional $8,000 is needed for
the second and third mailings.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, “New
Jersey has registered online over
200,000 new voters, which works out
to about 9,000” for Union County.

In response to Freeholder inquiries,
Ms. DiRado explained that less poll
workers are needed for this year’s elec-
tion. Ms. DiRado said that there are “20
more workers than the 50-percent mini-
mum requirement.” Fewer poll work-
ers are required on Election Day be-
cause of the social-distancing protocol
and the availability of other methods of
voting, specifically vote-by-mail and
drop-off ballots.

Starting on September 16, the county
has already received more than 22,588
ballots. According to Ms. DiRado, all
ballot boxes have been installed
throughout the county. “We have been
receiving and picking up ballots every
day,” she said.

Each ballot box has 24/7 camera

surveillance, and the boxes are “wildly
popular,” according to Ms. DiRado.
She continues, “We have been receiv-
ing more ballots through the drop boxes
than through the mail.”

Ms. DiRado explained that, by ex-
ecutive order, the county can start count-
ing ballots 10 days before Election
Day. On Saturday, October 24, the
county will start opening and prepping
the ballots, which is a time-consuming
process. The actual counting of the
ballots will not commence until Friday,
October 30, with results not released
until 8 p.m. on election night.

Mailed-in ballots must be postmarked
by Election Day and received by Tues-
day, November 10, to be eligible to be
counted. Ms. DiRado said that the
county “expects to continue counting
ballots through November 18.”

Although the county is taking many
measures to get the word out about
voting, there were concerns mentioned
by the Freeholders that there are senior
citizens in the county who are not on
social media and the internet. Ms.
DiRado was asked how the Board of
Elections is reaching out to this popula-
tion.

Ms. DiRado explained that the board
will reach out via local media, newspa-
pers and print ads. “We are 33 days from
election day, so this needs to be done
very quickly – design ads and secure ad
placement,” she said. Ms. DiRado indi-
cated that possibly two weeks of ads will
run in local newspapers.

Publications such as The Star-Led-
ger, Courier News and other local daily
and weekly papers will be used in addi-
tion to other digital platforms. “But,
absolutely, the print is very important,”
said Ms. DiRado.

Print formats such as banners and
posters likewise will be used. Ms.
DiRado said, “We are looking to dis-
seminate [this print media] in munici-
pal buildings and senior centers.”

According to Ms. Rajoppi, “New
Jersey has registered online over
200,000 new voters, which works out
to about 9,000” for Union County.

The voter registration deadline is Tues-
day, October 13. Union County resi-
dents can download or obtain a voter
registration form from ucnj.org/boe/
voter-registration-information, or by vis-
iting their municipal clerk’s office. And
for the first time this year, voter registra-
tion can be done directly online.

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board announced the
County will hold an emergency drive-
up food distribution for Union County
residents to aid those affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic on Saturday,
October 10th, beginning at 9 a.m. at
Kean University, located at 1000
Morris Avenue, in Union. The distri-
bution will take place in the parking
lot located at the intersection of North
Ave. and Morris Ave.  The food distri-
bution will be first-come, first-served
and no registration is required.

The food distribution is being spon-
sored and coordinated by the County
of Union and the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey.

Feeding America, of which CFBNJ
is a member, projects a 56 percent
increase in food insecurity through-
out New Jersey as a result of Covid-
19--an additional 432,000 residents.
This rate is higher than the national
average of 46% and greater than any
of New Jersey's neighboring states.

In Union County, specifically, the
projected food insecurity rate has risen
from 8.2 percent to 12.9 percent.

“The Freeholder Board and the
County will continue to schedule these
drive-up food distributions as they
have become a lifeline to many of our
residents affected by the Covid-19
pandemic,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella.

“The food distributions ensure that
our residents receive the necessary re-
sources to support them during this
time,” said Freeholder Sergio Granados
who also serves as Liaison to the Hu-
man Services Advisory Board.

Residents who wish to pick up food
must arrive in a car; walk-ups will not
be accommodated.

Upon arrival, each driver will have
to present identification with their
name and address and indicate how
many people reside in their house-
hold. Recipients will receive an emer-
gency box of non-perishable items
and fresh produce, with enough to
sustain a family for several days.
Please note that only one box of food
will be provided per vehicle. This
event will take place, rain or shine.

This event will run in compliance
with state Covid-19 orders, regarding
social distancing and other protocols.
All recipients must remain in their
cars with windows rolled up at all
times, otherwise masks are required.
Food boxes will be placed in the
trunk or truck bed of the vehicle by
volunteers.

For a list of all future Food Distri-
bution events, visit: https://ucnj.org/
covid19/food-distribution-events/.

For questions and more informa-
tion, residents may call the UCDHS
Director’s Action Line at (888) 845-
3434 or (908) 558-2288.

Important Message for
Union County Voters

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urgently reminds
Union County voters to use a Vote-
by-Mail ballot marked “General Elec-
tion” in order to participate in the
2020 General Election. By state law,
unused ballots from the July 7 Pri-
mary Election are destroyed.

“Several ballots marked ‘Primary
Election’ have been received by the
Board of Elections, so it appears that
some voters are using old, out-of-
date ballots left over from last sum-
mer,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “The County
Clerk’s office destroys unused Pri-
mary Election ballots immediately
after the election. If you still have a
Primary Election ballot at home,
please tear it up now and throw it in
your recycling bin.”

“If you have already sent in a Pri-
mary Election ballot by mistake, you
can still vote in the General Election.
My office is mailing Vote-by-Mail
ballots marked ‘General Election’ to
every registered voter in Union
County. Simply fill out your General
Election ballot and send it in,” said
Ms. Rajoppi.

Voters who have any other ques-
tions or concerns regarding their Vote-
by-Mail ballots can call the County
Clerk’s Elections Division at
(908)527-4996 for assistance.

The County Clerk’s office is send-
ing General Election Vote-by-Mail
ballots to all registered voters in waves
on a town-by-town basis in order to

avoid overwhelming the U.S. Postal
Service. The first wave was mailed
on September 15. As required by law,
the last wave will be sent on or before
October 5.

The October 5 deadline allows
ample time for all voters to receive
their General Election ballots in time
to participate in the General Election,
scheduled for Tuesday, November 3.

For a step-by-step video on how to
use a Vote-by-Mail ballot, visit the
County Clerk’s elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com/how-to-vote.

Voters can estimate the approxi-
mate arrival time of their General
Election ballots by checking the
schedule of mailings on the home
page of the elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com. Voters can
also call the County Clerk’s Elections
Division at (908) 527-4996 or email
ucvote@ucnj.org.

To track the status of their Vote-by-
Mail ballots, voters can use the New
Jersey Division of Elections Ballot
Tracker tool. More details are avail-
able at unioncountyvotes.com/track-
my-ballot.

For more information about the
County Clerk’s election services visit
unioncountyvotes.com or contact the
Elections Division at (908)527-4996
or ucvote@ucnj.org.

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and services,
visit online at ucnj.org/county-clerk
or call (908)527-4787.

Two Charged in Connection
With Dealership Robbery

SPRINGFIELD -- Kareem O.
Spann and Christopher B. Phillips
have been arrested and charged in
connection with a coordinated rob-
bery of $20,000 in cash that took
place at a Springfield car dealership
earlier this year, acting Union County
Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and
Springfield Police Chief John Cook
jointly announced Tuesday.

Spann, 42, of Orange, and Phillips,
33, of Dunellen, are both charged with
second-degree robbery and second-de-
gree conspiracy to commit robbery.

At approximately 2:10 p.m. on Fri-
day, August 21, 2020, members of the
Springfield Police Department re-
sponded to the 21st Century Auto Group
on U.S. Route 22 East in Springfield on
a report of a robbery that had just taken
place, according to Union County As-
sistant Prosecutor Peter DeRose, Su-
pervisor of the Prosecutor’s Office’s
Major Crimes Division.

An investigation spearheaded by
Springfield Police Department Detec-
tive John Patrick and assisted by mem-
bers of the Major Crimes Division’s
Intelligence-Driven Prosecution Unit
revealed that on the day of the robbery,
Phillips, a salesperson at the car dealer-
ship, had been speaking with two pro-

spective customers who were in pos-
session of $20,000 in cash. A masked
man, later identified as Spann, then
approached those customers in the rear
of the dealership, wrestled the bag con-
taining the cash away from them, and
sped away in a white Cadillac sedan.

Following the execution of a search
warrant and a communications data
warrant for the cell phones of both
Phillips and Spann, the investigation
revealed that the two men had been in
constant contact during the time imme-
diately before and after the robbery
took place. Location data from Spann’s
phone also showed the device in the
area of the robbery at the time of the
robbery, then leaving and returning to
his municipality of residence.

Both men were arrested without in-
cident on Thursday, October 1, and
both were lodged in the Union County
Jail pending a first appearance and
detention hearing scheduled to take
place in Superior Court.

Convictions on second-degree crimi-
nal charges are commonly punishable
by 5 to 10 years in state prison.

These criminal charges are mere ac-
cusations. Every defendant is presumed
innocent unless and until proven guilty
in a court of law.

Man Charged
Following Standoff

LINDEN — Linden man John P.
Mooney has been arrested and
charged with criminal offenses in
connection with a police standoff that
took place at his home on September
20.

Mooney, 36, is charged with third-
degree arson, third- and fourth-de-
gree aggravated assault against a po-
lice officer, third- and fourth-degree
weapons offenses, fourth-degree
criminal mischief and simple assault
and unlawful criminal restraint, both
disorderly persons offenses.

These criminal charges are mere
accusations. Every defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless and until
proven guilty in a court of law.
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Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ
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DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Physeter – A sperm whale
2. Brunion – A nectarine
3. Teratism – A monstrosity; a mal-

formed fetus
4. Decertation – A fight or contest for

mastery

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MARICOLOUS
1. Bearing, producing, or furnishing

pearls
2. Causing a condition of progressive

emaciation
3. Marine or sea-dwelling
4. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
SOBRIQUET

1. A formal sitting or meeting of a court
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A nickname
4. Wet mud

SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the

salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda

IMPINGUATION
1. The act of pawning or condition of

being pawned
2. A dashing or clashing
3. In falconry, repair of a hawk’s feath-

ers or wings
4. A flattened state or condition

Consequences of Legalizing
Recreational Weed

Before voting on ballot question 1,
residents need to consider the signifi-
cant downside of legalizing recre-
ational marijuana, which is scarcely
reported by the media. Studies by
NIH, HHS and WHO have all con-
firmed the psychoactive ingredient in
pot, THC, causes many different types
of mental and physiological health
problems, especially in children and
young adults. Nearly every psychiat-
ric and health association in the coun-
try, including the Surgeon General,
opposes legalization. Why are New
Jersey politicians pushing this?
They’re hungry for another source of
tax revenue, of course, but at the
expense of citizens’ health.

States that have legalized weed have
all seen large increases in adoles-
cence use despite the minimum age
(21) to purchase it. The added ex-
pense and societal impact of increased
adolescent use, emergency room vis-
its and poison control calls will sur-
pass any revenue gains. Traffic fatali-
ties in Colorado have increased 31
percent since legalization and the in-
crease directly coincides with mari-
juana use. In 2018, 18 percent of
traffic fatalities in Colorado involved
a driver who tested positive for mari-
juana.

Although social justice has also
been tied to legalization, due to people
of color being arrested at a higher
rate, it’s noteworthy that inner city
legislators in Trenton oppose legal-
ization, including New Jersey State
Senator Ron Rice, representing parts
of Newark and Irvington. “When I
hear my colleagues pushing for legal-
ization in the name of social justice, I
can’t apologize for my instinct to
suspect that it’s really about helping
political friends profit from an indus-
try that should not be allowed a foot-
hold in our state. I call on every black
legislative, municipal, civil rights and
faith leader in New Jersey to speak
out against legalization.”

Thanks to our Governor and some
politicians, the stigma of smoking
weed has lessened, but the societal
and medical issues caused by it are
real. Why have over 50 New Jersey
towns preemptively banned the sale
of reefer in their towns? Because the
downside of legal pot outweighs any
perceived benefit. Voters need to ex-
amine both sides of legalization and
will likely come to this conclusion as
well.

Bill West
Westfield

Hartman Park
Is Not For Rent

I know the recent use of Hartman
Park by a for-profit organization
running basketball clinics was con-
cerning to some residents, as it was
to me and the Garwood Council. I
am happy to say that as of today,
October 2, the matter has been re-
solved.

This organization will no longer
be using it effective today. Garwood
was paid $1,980 today for their use
of the park over the past few weeks.

We were not made aware of this
group operating there until a resi-
dent who lives near Hartman Park
informed our Recreation Director
and myself, and we immediately
began taking action. First, we in-
vestigated who the group was, con-
firmed they were not given permis-
sion and brought in our Borough
Attorney for legal guidance. It then
came before Council at the first
meeting possible, September 24, to
take action. Fortunately, with the
help of our Recreation Director and
Borough Administrator, this matter
came to a conclusion.

For the record, this group was
never issued a permit by our Recre-
ation Director nor the town as a
whole — that is just a flat out rumor.
To my knowledge, Hartman Park
has never been rented out in the past
nor were we ever approached about
it being rented.

I believe in keeping Hartman Park
a nice, neighborhood park for all
our children to enjoy.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

With Everyone Getting a Ballot,
There’s No Excuse: VOTE!

Every year we write an editorial
of this nature — vote! We have
begged, pleaded and cajoled for
decades. Perhaps the upside to the
division in our country is that more
people will vote than ever before?
... Hope springs eternal!

A local Democrat party leader
once described the difference be-
tween Republicans and Demo-
crats on Election Day as this: On
Election Day Republicans wake
up to their prescheduled alarm
playing “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner,” throw on some clothes and
go vote as if their lives depended
on it. Democrats hit the snooze
button several times, roll out of
bed, have coffee, think about vot-
ing, stop for Danish, think about
voting, go to work, think about
voting, have lunch, think about
voting, get the late train home,
think about voting, have dinner,
watch sports, and then remember
they forgot to actually vote about
10 minutes after the polls close.

It’s a joke, but in the 2016 Presi-
dential election only 68 percent
of registered New Jersey voters
cast their ballots. That means that
nearly 2 million registered New
Jersey voters didn’t vote! In the
2017 Gubernatorial election,
New Jersey voter turnout was an
abysmal 39 percent.

It makes our brains hurt every
year that local and school board
elections — the elections that are
important to effectuating change
in our own backyards — garner
so much apathy. By failing to
vote, you allow a minority of the
people to select your representa-
tives.

Whether you agree with the
method or not, a ballot has been
mailed to every registered voter.
So there is no excuse available
this year.

A smaller than usual number of
in person polling locations will
be open on Election Day. Voters
who do not require ADA accom-
modations will be given a provi-
sional paper ballot and will not
be voting via the regular ma-
chines. For a list of the polling
locations, visit https://ucnj.org/
boe/where-do-i-vote/.

Make sure you follow the in-
structions on the ballot and as
provided on the Union County

Board of Elections website:
Mark your ballot with a black

or blue pen by completely filling
in the oval next to the candidate
for whom you wish to vote.

Put your ballot in the certifi-
cate envelope and seal it.

Complete and Sign the certifi-
cate on the certificate envelope.

Do not detach the certificate
from the certificate envelope.

Put the certificate envelope
containing your ballot in the outer
mailing envelope, which is ad-
dressed to the Union County
Board of Elections.

If someone assisted you in com-
pleting your ballot, they must
complete the assistor’s portion
of the certificate envelope.

If someone returns your ballot
for you, they must complete the
bearer portion of the outer enve-
lope in your presence.

Ballots must be postmarked by
November 3 in order to be
counted. If the Covid-19 related
delays of the postal service are
making you nervous about mail-
ing your ballot — every single
municipality has one or more se-

cure drop box locations.
The local drop boxes are:
Cranford – Cranford Commu-

nity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.
Fanwood – Fanwood Memo-

rial Library, 5 Forest Road.
Garwood – Garwood Public

Library, 411 Third Avenue.
Mountainside – Trailside Na-

ture and Science Center, 452 New
Providence Road.

Scotch Plains – Scotch Plains
Public Library, 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

Westfield – Fraser Building,
300 North Avenue East.

There are nations around the
world in which citizens are still
fighting for the right to vote, and
other sham democracies where
the government makes it near to
impossible for their citizens to
cast their ballots. Voting in this
nation is not just your right, it is
your responsibility. And if you’re
not registered, you have until
Tuesday, October 13, to do so by
going to https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/
register.

We’re counting on you — don’t
let us down!

Say No to Mountain Bike
Trails in Brightwood Park

Do not allow JORBA to build trails
in Brightwood Park. JORBA says the
trails would be designed and built ac-
cording to IMBA standards. This would
make sense if the town wanted a moun-
tain bike course. Bicycle trails and
multi-use trails are not designed in the
same way as mountain bike trails. The
guidelines and specifications for these
trails fall under AASHTO, The Ameri-
can Association of State and Highway
Transportation. They set standards for
design, signage and construction.

We have all heard the words “bike
trails” or “multi-use” trails when re-
ferring to this proposal. In fact, there
remains confusion around what ex-
actly JORBA would provide. Regard-
less of whether they are called “bike
paths” or “multi-use trails,” it really is
a mountain bike course, designed for
mountain bike riders to enjoy. JORBA
is an advocacy group, granted the
privilege of having its voice heard
during the Master Plan survey. A
mountain bike course is ideally de-
signed with difficulty, incorporating
jumps and twists. They would be

sloped to increase speed. These de-
sign features only appeal to mountain
bikers and pose safety risks to other
users. All of the exciting and fun
aspects of mountain biking are ex-
actly the same aspects that frighten all
other users. Speed, times and diffi-
culty-of-course do not equal kids
riding their bikes. JORBA claims that
the riders will go only go 4 to 5 mph.
Already high speeds in Brightwood
Park – up to 17 mph – have been
posted on the Strava website. Fast
speeds mean bad encounters with
other users. Mountain biking would
create conflict with all other park
users and force all other users to stop
enjoying the park. It is inappropriate
for one group to influence the fate of
many and prohibit them from using
public space. Establishing mountain
biking trails doesn’t explicitly pro-
hibit other users or bicyclists from
using them, but in reality, it would be
nearly impossible to do so.

Manette Scheininger
Westfield

Educator’s Corner:
Fact Fluency Fun

Letters to the Editor

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As you might be able to guess, as
a writer, I lean toward words — not
numbers. Growing up I thought I was
horrible at math. The term “borrow-
ing” actually still causes me mild
anxiety. Despite this, teaching math
was one of my favorite times of the
day. There is something about math
that gets little kids excited. There’s a
creativity to teaching math. As with
all creativity, it starts with a knowl-
edge of the basics.

Fact fluency is incredibly impor-
tant. Practicing these at home will
reinforce the skills and help students
gain greater fluency. (Note that at
this time in the year, your child may
not be explicitly working on these
yet!) This week I will focus on pre-
school through second grade.

Pre-K and Kindergarten — Num-
bers and dot patterns. If this is the
first time you’ve ever heard of dot
patterns, think dice. Each side is a
dot pattern that represent a number.
Search the internet for “math dot
pattern images,” and you will find
dot patterns for numbers larger than
six. Students may begin by counting
the dots with their fingers and move
toward recognizing the dots as a
group of numbers.

There are different ways to prac-
tice fluency:

1. Play with dice. If you don’t have
any board games for your young
child, roll a die and have the child
hop, clap or spin that many times.

2. You can also create a matching
(memory) game with index cards.

Use crayon or pencil to make the
game or else your child will be able
to see through the backs!

3. MegaBlock or Duplo Legos can
also be turned into practice! Make
dot patterns with permanent markers
or paint on one piece and numerals
on corresponding pieces. Once stu-
dents begin adding numbers in kin-
dergarten, students can use two dot
patterns to equal a larger numeral
(2+3=5).

1st and 2nd Graders — These years
focus on addition and subtraction
fluency. First grade focuses on add-
ing and subtracting fluency within
10, and second grade fluency is for
all one-digit numbers up to 20.

Here are ways to practice fluency:
1. Go Fish 2.0 — I used to love

practicing “10 partners” (numbers
that add up to 10 — 6+4, 2+8, etc.)
with a re-invented “Go Fish” game.
Instead of looking for a match, like
in regular Go Fish, you ask for the
ten partner (If you have a 7, ask for
a 3.) Hint — to play this kind of Go
Fish, take out the face cards. For
older students and larger numbers,
put the face cards back in and note
them as 11, 12, and 13!

2. Try a scavenger hunt! Write num-
bers on index cards and tape them to
the walls around your home. Hand
your child another set of numbers, and
race around the house adding numbers
together to get a particular sum or
subtracting to get the difference.

While there are also great apps for
kids to practice basic facts, I hope
these ideas help spark some of your
math creativity!

FOP Fundraiser Attendees Thanked
For Helping Raise Awareness

Starting in March of 2002 and
annually ever since, on Saturday,
February 29, 2020, I hosted the 19th
Annual Comedy Show Fund-Raiser
for FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva).

FOP is a disease that turns a child’s
normal muscles, tendons and/or liga-
ments to “bone” and then the new
bone moves throughout the body,
fusing with existing bone and caus-
ing tremendous pain and loss of
movement along the way. Essen-
tially the child develops a “second
skeleton” within the confines of his/
her normal skeleton.

I want to thank the 300 plus
people who attended our FOP Fund-
Raiser this past February. It’s not
easy to keep a fundraiser going,
and going successfully for 19 years,
but thanks to our supporters, friends
and the FOP families that attend
each year,  our annual FOP
fundraiser has been a main sup-

porter of research at the FOP Lab
located at the University of Penn-
sylvania.

Each year the FOP Research Lab
sends me its “equipment wish list,”
and our fundraiser aims to raise
enough money to purchase most or
all of the items on its list. With the
help of so many people, we were
able to raise $42,000 this year.
Thank you, everyone!

 I would also like to express my
thanks and gratitude to The Westfield
Leader for its support throughout
the years in covering the event and
sharing photos of our event with its
readers.

 We hope and pray that we will be
able to have our 20th Annual Com-
edy Show Fund-Raiser for FOP in
calendar year 2021!

Gary W. Whyte
Advocate for FOP

Awareness and Research
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High School Health Class
Should be More Inclusive

By LAURA CHANNELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As a required class in a majority
of schools, Westfield High School
included, it’s obvious that health
classes are essential for the well-
being of students. However, the lack
of diversity in who is mentioned in
sexual education units isn’t just a
Westfield issue, but a national is-
sue. In my experiences, health
classes do not focus on the sexual
education of people with disabili-
ties nor does it focus on those who
are a part of the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity.

Sitting in health class, I have
found that most of the dialogue is
about heterosexual couples, and
more so seems to accommodate
what problems they would encoun-
ter in a relationship. Yes, the fact
that LGBTQIA+ couples exist was
acknowledged, but I found that that
was the closest we got. These groups
more than deserve to have an all-
encompassing class that includes
them and issues that pertain to them,
not just a straight couple’s version
of sexual education.

I started to question why
LGBTQIA+ sexual education wasn’t
taught as in-depth. We didn’t learn
how it’s different, or the plethora of
other things you could learn about,
like binders or taking testosterone,
even gender reassignment surgery.
Even people with disabilities includ-
ing paralysis should be discussed
because surely there are variances
that are important for future genera-
tions to learn about. After all, these

themes aren’t and shouldn’t be seen
as taboo, as sexual education should
encompass everyone.

Health class is the one class that
brands itself as a purely ‘no judg-
ment zone’ and although there will
be a social desirability bias within
the walls of each health class be-
cause not all questions can be com-
fortably asked in front of 30 other
teenagers (even though they should
be), I can’t help but wonder why no
one else has brought this up in class.

I'm sure, well, I know I am not the
only one. This should be as frustrat-
ing and important to everyone just
like it is to me. Why am I learning
about LGBTQIA+ health on
Netflix? (shoutout to the show Sex
Education). And why am I first hear-
ing and learning about sexual health
and education for people with dis-
abilities on TikTok?

However, it seems that this may
improve going forward as Gover-
nor Murphy signed a law last year
to incorporate LGBTQIA+ in school
sexual health curriculums, which is
supposed to take effect in the 2020-
2021 school year.

I’m not attacking the Westfield
Health Department as I have learned
a lot within my three, soon to be four
years of health at Westfield High
School. My point is, I have learned
about what sexual health for hetero-
sexual couples is like for three years.
With so much to learn and all of it
being vital, it makes no sense to
repeat the same lessons and themes
such as drug abuse, when many
themes of sexual education have been
hidden when it comes to LGBTQIA+
or people with disabilities.

If people with disabilities and the
LGBTQIA+ community are re-
quired to sit through and learn years
of ‘primarily straight’ health and
sexual education classes, the least
we can do is integrate them into our
conversations to learn about what
problems they may encounter, and
what is different or similar about
their relationships. Without this, I
feel that people are missing out on
necessary information that they may
need or want later in life. We need
to prevent ignorance about all sexual
health and well-being and that could
start in health classes.

Mayor and Council are Pushing
Agenda Through During Pandemic

The Covid-19 pandemic is one of
the most significant challenges of our
lifetime, and the Brindle administra-
tion has not missed the opportunity to
follow Winston Churchill’s advice to
“never let a good crisis go to waste.”

Since March, while Westfield resi-
dents have been isolating, suffering
furloughs and worrying about the
health and safety of our loved ones,
the Mayor and Council (except Coun-
cilman LoGrippo) have taken several
drastic actions with limited, if any,
public input. Where is the transpar-
ency that we were promised by candi-
date Brindle? The following are just
some examples of the Brindle
administration’s overreach during the
pandemic.

Early on in the crisis, after making
all public meetings virtual and elimi-
nating altogether the bi-weekly con-
ference sessions at which the public
could observe, ask questions of and
provide comments to their elected
officials, the Mayor and Council de-
clared our entire downtown to be
blighted and designated it an area in
need of rehabilitation.

The Mayor’s basis for the finding
of blight? That the downtown water
and sewer infrastructure was more
than 50 years old. Will the designa-
tion help to improve that infrastruc-
ture? Not one bit. Instead of investing
in new water and sewer systems, the
new ordinance will simply allow the
Mayor to hand out five-year tax breaks
to allow favored commercial prop-
erty owners to improve their build-
ings. In addition to paying lower prop-
erty taxes — requiring residents to
pay more — when those privileged
few owners sell their properties, they
will pocket the increased value caused
by the improvements subsidized by
residents.

Also while we were in quarantine,
the Brindle administration designated
certain areas of downtown, including
municipal parking lots, the Rialto
building and the Lord and Taylor site,
as areas in need of redevelopment.
This gives the Mayor and Council
power to create 30-year payments-in-
lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) programs with
wealthy developers and in the pro-
cess, deprive our schools of property
tax revenues from those properties.

Not satisfied with declaring only
our downtown blighted, more recently
the Mayor and Council declared the
entire Town of Westfield as such, and
designated your neighborhood and
mine as in need of rehabilitation. Once
again, the Mayor relied on an aged
water and sewer infrastructure, to-
gether with the age of our homes, to
do so, and once again the “blighted”
designation will do nothing to ad-
dress those issues. Instead, it is an-
other opportunity for the Mayor to
hand out property tax breaks to cer-
tain homeowners regardless of their
incomes.

Speaking of our old homes, the
Mayor blamed them in designating
our town as blighted and then acted to
preserve them by restricting our prop-
erty rights. An ordinance was passed
to empower the Town Council to de-
cide whether your house or neighbor-
hood is historic, regardless of its age,
without our consent. If they do so, we
will need special permission to change

Graham/Kearney For Transparency,
Better Communication in Garwood

a window or outside door or make
other exterior changes.

More importantly, such a designa-
tion may diminish our ability to sell
our houses for maximum value. Will
a buyer want to risk that the town will
one day designate their home as his-
toric without their consent? And for
the roughly one-third of homes in
town built before 1930, a year arbi-
trarily selected by the Mayor, the
town can veto your sale to a builder,
who may have offered the most money
for it. Remarkably, the new ordinance
removes from the historic designa-
tion process the one party with the
most at stake – the homeowner.

Let’s not forget that also during the
pandemic Mayor Brindle proposed,
and her Council colleagues obedi-
ently passed, a town budget that
projects a year-end surplus of only $7
million. That amount is $7.5 million
less than the surplus that the Mayor
inherited when she took office in Janu-
ary 2018. Where did the Mayor spend
$7.5 million? New playing fields for
our children? Not one. economic re-
lief for residents or small businesses
downtown? No. It’s just gone.

The Brindle administration has not
let the Covid-19 crisis go to waste.
Our voices were silenced, our down-
town and neighborhoods declared
blighted, our surplus money spent
and our property rights abridged.
While we were in quarantine, sweep-
ing adverse changes have been made
to our town without a single in-person
public meeting.

Mayor Brindle will not be able to
hide behind a computer screen for-
ever. Next November, this current
crisis should be over, and our voices
will once again be heard in Westfield’s
local elections.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield, New Jersey

A few weeks ago, the Graham/
Kearney campaign for Borough
Council released our Four Point Plan
for a Strong Garwood. While all
four components are critical to ef-
fective local government, increas-
ing transparency may be the most
essential to make sure our town stays
well-informed and avoids the pit-
falls of unsubstantiated rumor. I am
extremely proud to have co-founded
Garwood LIVE, where I have “fo-
cused” a camera on public meetings
in the borough since 2018.

With the unique challenges
brought on by the Covid-19 pan-
demic this year, I was able to use the
Garwood LIVE platform in a few
new ways. First, with hundreds of
people following our Facebook
page, we were able to help direct
residents to the phone conference
meetings, which originally replaced
in-person council meetings. With
those meetings now being held by
video conference, we were able to
resume broadcasting them while
creating a video record. Secondly,
we have set up regular, direct, real-
time communication with Mayor
Todisco online. We even had Fi-
nance Chair/Councilman Marc
Lazarow as well as Streets and
Roads Chair/Council President Jen
Blumenstock on for live question-
and-answer sessions on topics as
varied as Covid-19 responses, the
budget process and the ongoing
paving/sidewalk work going on in
the borough.

If elected, I will push for addi-
tional town hall meetings and online
question-and-answer sessions with
the Mayor and members of the
Council as well as for increasing
the frequency of updates to the
borough’s website and official so-
cial media channels. With Covid-
19 appearing to be with us for the
time being, providing avenues for
the public to access both their
elected representatives as well as
government information online will
be essential.

Online question-and-answer ses-
sions, just like the in-person, town
hall-style meetings, will become a
valuable part of getting feedback
from the public. Even once we are
beyond Covid-19, the ease of ac-

Scotch Plains Mayor Smith
Touts Record, Plans for Future

cess and the convenience of being
able to interact directly with our
elected officials will be both ex-
pected and commonplace. This will
help to broker productive dialogue
in solving the many challenges our
town may face in the future.

My focus on government trans-
parency also ties in with another
part of our platform: enhanced com-
munications. Creating online forms
to handle borough business and digi-
tizing borough records will again
ease public access and provide a
clear understanding of the process
in which decisions are made as well
as an opportunity to reexamine ar-
eas of concern that may otherwise
go unnoticed in ordinances and reso-
lutions.

I feel so strongly about these two
topics that I will push for the cre-
ation of a dedicated communica-
tions committee on the Council to
address these areas going forward.

To learn more about these issues
or our Four Point Plan for a Strong
Garwood, please visit our website
at www.dems4garwood.com or
reach out to me anytime at (908)413-
5615. I look forward to continuing
these conversations and hope I can
earn everyone’s support on Novem-
ber 3. I encourage everyone to cast
their ballot for Column A, the Gra-
ham/Kearney ticket for a strong
Garwood.

Vincent Kearney
Democratic nominee for

Garwood Council

For the past four years, Council-
man Ted Spera and I, Mayor Al Smith,
have been humbled and grateful to
have served the residents of Scotch
Plains. We have worked very hard to
make significant progress on fiscal
responsibility, providing support for
our police and first responders, pre-
serving our historical sites, fighting
against overdevelopment, obtaining
a AAA bond rating, improving town
services, and increasing safety in our
schools, but we are far from finished.
Within the next four years, the Mayor
and Council will face a very different
set of challenges that we are prepared
to meet.

The post-pandemic economy will
impact our budget unlike any since
the Great Recession, and we must
make smart and tough choices that
continue our momentum of progress
without further hurting the already
overburdened taxpayer.

The revitalization of our downtown,
now becoming a reality after 35 years
of false starts, requires strong advo-
cates to ensure we approve the best
possible plan while not losing our

Hartman Park Controversy
Addressed by Councilman

current quality of life.
Next year, Scotch Plains will be

required to perform its town-wide
property tax revaluation, which will
impact every home in town. Properly
communicating the how and why this
is being done will be critical.

And although we recently finished
our latest round of court-ordered af-
fordable housing lawsuits, the next
round will begin in 2024 unless our
officials in Trenton step up and act to
prevent it. We must be ready to as-
sume they won’t.

Councilman Spera and I will bring
our leadership, experience, and vi-
sion to these challenges and meet
them head on. Here is our five-point
plan for the next four years:

1. Safely lead the township to a
better normal in the post-Covid re-
covery.  While following CDC guide-
lines and practicing personal
responsiblitity, one that gets us back
to working in-person at town hall and
the library, in the schools, and of
course in our restaurants and busi-
nesses, while continuing to expand
recreational, sports, and town events
for all.

2. Finalize and implement the ex-
citing and sensible redevelopment of
our downtown for the enrichment of
residents and business owners, and
the stabilization of taxes.

3. Amplify the voices of tradition-
ally underheard residents by continu-
ing our work with the TRHT (Truth,
Racial Healing, Transformation) Joint
Committee and other new initiatives
to guarantee genuine inclusiveness
and the acceptance of our residents’
diversity in all areas of town life.

4. Fight to maintain our superior
quality of life by continuing to pro-
vide and improve upon our township,
first responder, and OEM services,
while preserving our history and open
space.

5. Prepare and inform residents
every step of the way in advance of
the property tax revaluation and the
next round of court-ordered afford-
able housing, using the same trans-
parency and honesty we provided
throughout the pandemic and the re-
development process.

As we have always done, we prom-
ise to prioritize progress over poli-
tics and people over partisanship.
Having served in both the majority
and minority parties over the past
four years, we have restored civility
to our public meetings and promise
to continue this. Our record is one of
non-partisan governance through bi-
partisan collaboration, and if re-
elected, we will continue to make
decisions with the awareness that we
are your neighbors first and public
servants second, answerable only to
the best interests of the town and its
residents.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Recently, Mayor Todisco notified
me about a problem in our commu-
nity: an organized group using the
Hartman Park basketball court and
possibly sending Garwood residents
away, claiming they had a permit to
occupy the park. I heard nothing about
a permit being issued for use of the
park – because there never was one.

Let me be clear – I took this issue
personally when I heard about it be-
cause I invested my time and effort in
seeing Hartman Park to completion
so our residents can enjoy it. We
addressed this matter quickly in an
executive session at the last meeting
of the Mayor and Council on Thurs-
day, September 24.

Once the Mayor and Council be-
came aware of the issue, we worked
together with the Borough Adminis-
trator, Borough Attorney and the Rec-
reation Director to resolve it quickly.
We investigated who the group was
and consulted with the Borough Attor-
ney to confirm how the laws regarding
this unprecedented use of Hartman
Park would work. The organization
never approached the town before us-
ing it. I and the rest of Council acted
together to resolve this issue as soon as
we could at our last meeting to protect
our community resources.

The business running the group in

question reimbursed Garwood nearly
$2,000 for the time already spent
utilizing our park facilities and chose
not to seek a permit, instead deciding
to relocate.

Small businesses that provide these
sorts of services have struggled due
to the pandemic. I understand their
struggles, but our laws and proce-
dures must be followed. I am glad our
town professionals acted effectively
to solve this problem. They protected
Hartman Park, a community resource
I am proud to have been a part of
making a reality for our borough.

I must also point out that the resi-
dents who contacted our town official
and the Council about this issue were
100 percent more effective in helping
us solve this problem than agenda-
filled comments and personal attacks
by political operatives against the
Mayor on social media, which ironi-
cally were happening as the problem
was being solved.

We need Council members work-
ing together to solve problems, not
just posturing and complaining about
them online. Teamwork between
Mayor Todisco, members of Coun-
cil, our professionals and our com-
munity is a big part of what makes us
a Strong Garwood.

I hope the community keeps in mind
my record of solving resident prob-
lems on Council for the last two years
— such as overseeing the repairs to
the roof of our firehouse and the in-
stallation of shading at Hartman Park
that residents requested — and think-
ing of how my running mate Vincent
Kearney has spent years contributing
to Garwood through his volunteer
work and decides to support the Gra-
ham/Kearey ticket for a Strong
Garwood!

Councilman Russ Graham
Candidate for Garwood

Council
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DeMARINO 2 TDS; CHAPMAN TD RUN, TD KO RETURN

Cougars Rout JFK Mustangs
With Big Running Game, 44-7

Prepared by DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Note - this game was intended to be
covered but the entrance to the school
was blocked and a representative from
the school was checking all cars and
indicated that all people must present
a special ticket in order to enter. I was
unaware of this procedure and was
not permitted access. The JFK repre-
sentative was fine — he was just
doing his job. But if fans are prepar-
ing to travel to an away game, it may
be wise to check the guidelines of the
schools.

A modest first quarter evolved into
a 44-7 rout by the Cranford High
School football team over the hosting
JFK Memorial Mustangs in Iselin on
October 2. Wicked defense had the
Mustangs on their hind quarters then
senior defensive end Garrett Lynch
recorded a safety to give the Cougars
a 2-0 lead in the first quarter.

But the 1-0 Cougars went on a
running rampage and outscored the
Mustangs, 21-7, to carry a 23-7 lead
into the locker room. Senior Jake
Chapman scored the first touchdown
on a 13-yard sprint and senior Diar
Dautega kicked the first of his six

points after (PAT) to put Cranford in
front 9-0.

Senior running back Marcus
Johnson pushed the lead to 16-0 with
a 25-yard touchdown run. The Mus-
tangs broke the scoring streak with a
69-yard touchdown run to make the
score 16-7, but Cougar senior run-
ning back/quarterback Dennis
DeMarino bolted 13 yards for a touch-
down.

At the beginning of the third quar-
ter, Chapman received the opening
kickoff and dashed 83 yards to pay
dirt to up the lead to 30-7. DeMarino
added a 21-yard touchdown run be-
fore the end of the quarter. Junior
running back Colin Murray slicked
his way five yards for a touchdown in
the final quarter.

The Cougars totaled 316 yards with
299 of it on the ground, while JFK
Memorial totaled 135 yards (75 pass-
ing, 60 rushing). DeMarino completed
one of four passes for 17 yards to
junior receiver Zion Hammond. Jun-
ior quarterback Shane Van Dam was
0-6 passing.

Johnson carried nine times for 93
yards, including a touchdown.
DeMarino carried nine times for 61

yards, including two touchdowns.
Murray had 50 yards on eight carries,
including a touchdown. Chapman
carried four times for 31 yards and a
touchdown.

Defensively, senior safety Nate
Caldwell recorded six tackles and an
assist with one throw for a loss (TFL).
Senior outside linebacker Nick
Librera recorded four tackles with
three assisted, one sack and two TFLs.
Junior Luca Limeira recorded three
tackles with five assisted and one
TFL. Senior Matt Coates had two
tackles and seven assisted.

Senior linebacker Kevin Keogh
recorded two tackles with four as-
sisted and one TFL. Senior cornerback
Luke Infante recorded two tackles
and two assisted. Chapman recorded
a tackle and five assisted. Junior Will
Gallagher had the game’s only inter-
ception. Junior Dan Abrahamsen re-
corded a tackle and two assisted. Se-
nior defensive end Mike Anzalone
recorded three assisted tackles.

The Cougars will host the Ridge
Red Devils tomorrow night, October
9, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   2 21 14   7 44
JFK Memorial   0   7   0   0 7

MAHER, FARLEY, IWANIUK NET GOALS; NIGRO ASSIST

Cougar Boys Silence Bulldogs
On Soccer ‘Senior Night’, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” began right and
ended right for the Cranford High
School boys soccer team in its sea-
son-opening game against the
Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on October 1.
After a special ceremony featuring
the seniors, junior midfielder Owen
Maher gave the Cougars a 1-0 lead at
the half then co-captain/midfielder

Colin Farley and freshman midfielder
Oskar Iwaniuk, on an assist from jun-
ior defensive middie Dan Nigro,
added second-half goals to earn the
Cougars a 3-0 shutout of the Bull-
dogs.

“The thing I liked most was the
intensity. We have worked a lot on
tactical awareness, movement off the
ball and simple combination play but
the thing that ties all those together is
the level of effort and passion. We

saw that from the first whistle and
that’s what made the difference in the
game,” Cougar Head Coach Greg
Campbell said.

The coach was indeed correct as
his team launched an assault on the
Dayton goal within the first 30 sec-
onds and refused to relent throughout
the first half with the exception of a
few Bulldog runs. But on the two
occasions that Dayton really threat-

LYGHT HEADS IN WINNER ON VACCA’S CORNER KICK

No. 3 Raiders Nip Cougars, 1-0,
On Girls Soccer Opening Day

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider sophomore goalkeeper
Rebecca Kessler made a crucial save
on a penalty kick in the first half and
senior co-captain Corinne Lyght was
successful with her header on a cor-
ner kick from senior Georgi Vacca in
the second half to earn the No. 3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team a 1-0 victory over
No. 14 Cranford on opening day at

Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 1.

“Classic, classic Cranford Scotch
Plains game! I thought the first half
was definitely more our way. We
missed that PK early which kind of
hurt us but it is what it is. You move
on. Scotch Plains brought it the sec-
ond half. They came out with a good
game plan. It was a pretty even game
up until half way through that second
half then they stepped up a little more.

They had a little more energy,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Andrew Gagliardo
explained.

The Cougars did have a little more
energy in the first half but their big
chance came nine minutes into the
game when the Raiders were called
for a hand ball. Sophomore Olivia
Russomano lined up to take the pen-
alty kick and launched a shot to her
right but Kessler dove to her left and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BOOTING IT DOWNFIELD...Cougar Josie Gunther, No. 10, boots the ball before Raider Gia Milano, No. 11, can get to
it. Raiders Kat Zikas, No. 19, and Leah Klurman, No. 21, along with Cougar Riley Korzeneski, No. 3, look on.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NUDGING A BULLDOG...Cougar Owen Maher, No. 20, nudges a Bulldog for possession of the ball. Maher scored the first
goal of the game and the Cougars defeated Dayton, 3-0, on Senior Night, October 1, in Cranford.

HEALY, SCHNEIDER, BEAULIEU, SACCENTO NET GOALS

Blue Devils Roll Past Raiders
In Field Hockey Opener, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider freshman Audrey Saccento’s
goal less than four minutes into the
game seemed to be a wakeup call for
the Westfield High School girls field
hockey team in the season opener

between the Blue Devils and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on October 5. From
that point onward, the Blue Devils
pressed the attack on the Raider de-
fenders and freshman goalkeeper
Gabbie Rijo to emerge with a 3-1
victory.

The maturity of the senior strong
squad helped the Blue Devils turn the
momentum around immediately.

“We have 16 seniors, so we are
heavily fielded by seniors. Senior
goalie Lily McMahill is gearing up
for an awesome season. We have a lot
of leaders on the field, a lot of girls

who have a lot of potential. We have
two sophomores, Lindsey Doyle and
Julia Schneider. We are really look-
ing forward to what the season has to
bring. We are excited to finally get out
here,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Corinne Varhley expressed.

The Raiders took the attack to
McMahill and the Blue Devil defend-
ers then with only 3:45 off the clock,
Saccento rammed her goal into the
cage. But senior midfielder Chloe
Beaulieu was a key instrument in
quickly turning the momentum in fa-
vor of the 1-0 Blue Devils.

“We have 16 seniors. Most on the
team have been playing for three years
already, so it’s great knowing how we
play, how we interact, how we coop-
erate with each other,” Beaulieu ex-
plained.

“Chloe! Every time she has the
ball, we know she was going to take it

all the way up the sidelines and set the
play. She’s our playmaker, definitely
one of the best playmakers that we
have. She does an excellent job
transitioning the ball from defense to
offense, really setting us up for suc-
cess. I think that’s why after Scotch

Plains scored that first goal, we domi-
nated the rest of the half,” Coach
Varhley said.

“Definitely our defenders are a big
part of the game. Emma Pietrewicz,
Sam Hoffman, Kate Evans are good
stopping the ball, getting it out so I
can or (senior) Emma Jepsen can run
it up to the goal,” Beaulieu added.

After Saccento’s goal, the Blue
Devils took four penalty corners to
the Raiders’ one in the first quarter
and added three more in the second
quarter, while the Raiders added one
more. All of Westfield’s corners were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONSTANT PRESSURE...Blue Devils Izzy Nolan, No. 2, Liz Healy, No. 14, Julia Schneider (facing) and Emma Jepsen, No.
16, crowd Raider goalkeeper Gabbie Rojo as Raider defender Ali Murphy, right, braces for a shot.

Courtesy of a Cougar fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO STRIKE...The Cougar offense prepares to run a play in their opening game against the JFK Memorial
Mustangs in Iselin on October 2. The Cougars defeated the Mustangs, 44-7.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

See Rearview Photos at:
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times - Complete stories
can be read at goleader.com - year,
month, week.

September 25, 2019: Westfield
(10-1) defeated 5-5 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 2-0 (25-14, 25-6) in girls
volleyball in Scotch Plains. Junior
Julia Becker sparked the Blue Devil
attack with a strong service game that
included four aces among her 10 ser-
vice points. Uzi Ijoma led the Blue
Devils with five kills. Jessica Schlewitt
recorded five digs and seven assists.
Lydia Nisita had two kills, four ser-
vice points and one ace.

September 26, 2019: Kent Place
strutted into the Union County Tour-

nament Championships with four of
the five top seeds but the Westfield
girls tennis team gave the Dragons a
run for their money at Donald Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield. The Lady
Dragons did emerge with the title,
claiming first in four of the flights and
finishing with a total of 92, while the
Blue Devils won at second doubles,
placed second in three flights and
third in the other to total 80 points.

The Blue Devils did advance four
of their five flights to the finals but the
only ones to grab the crown were
Annika Vesuna and Madison Wright,
who defeated Summit’s Abby Collins
and Maddy Wang, 6-1, 6-4, at second
doubles.

September 26, 2019: Momentum
started rolling in one direction and with

the exception of one hiccup, that mo-
mentum spiraled into a rock slide that
pushed the Westfield boys soccer team
to a 9-1 victory over the Cranford Cou-
gars at Gary Kehler Stadium. Interest-
ingly, just five days earlier, the Cougars
battled the Blue Devils to a 0-0 stale-
mate at Memorial Field in Cranford.

Blue Devil senior midfielder Chris
Giglio was riding atop the biggest and
fastest boulder and finished the game
with four goals. Giglio would notch a
hat trick within the first 23 minutes of
the game then add his fourth goal in
the second half. Senior forward John
Desena ripped in a goal and added a
pair of assists. Sophomore midfielder
Matias Arbelaez fired in a goal and
added one assist. Forward Aidan
Bertsch and defenders Sean Hazard
and Henry Meacock, all juniors, each
netted one goal. Sophomore defender
Chris Cicca recorded a pair of assists
and sophomore forward Victor Ott
contributed one assist.

September 15, 2018: Sophomore
forward Corinne Lyght provided the
finishing touches twice as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls soccer team
defeated the Westfield Blue Devils,
2-0, in Scotch Plains. The victory was

a good confidence builder for the 4-0
Raiders, who had lost to the Blue
Devils three times last year, while
tying them once.

Lyght’s first goal came within the
first three minutes off a perfect left
side corner kick launched by junior
midfielder Lizzy Ley. Lyght’s second
goal was set up by sophomore Faith
Price, who won a mix for the ball at
midfield and slid the ball forward in a
slightly left slant.

September 20, 2018: Maggie
Murray connected for the game-win-
ning goal early into the second over-
time period to give the Cranford Cou-
gars a thrilling 1-0 victory over the
Summit girls soccer team in Cranford.
The game-ending strike came sud-

denly after the two teams battled to a
scoreless stalemate through 90 min-
utes of action. Then a little over a
minute into the second OT period,
Murray took advantage of a perfect
opportunity.

September 22, 2018: Good timing
on the part of the Westfield football
team came into play on several occa-
sions, especially in the second half
when the Blue Devils erased a 17-14
deficit to out-joust the Old Bridge
Knights, 33-17, in their opening home
game at Gary Kehler Stadium. The
Blue Devils’ young defense stepped
up the pressure on Knight quarter-
back Bryson Corbett, sacking him on
multiple occasions, and the young
offensive line opened the holes for
running back Tim Alliegro and al-

lowed quarterback Hank Shapiro
ample time to find his receivers.

Shapiro completed all 14 of his
passes for 196 yards, which included
second-half TD strikes of 56 yards
and 20 yards to Jake Saltzer (3 recep-
tions, 105 yards). Alliegro carried 30
times for 182 yards, including respec-
tive TD runs of four yards and eight
yards. Saltzer, who shifted from his
quarterback position, just added to
Shapiro’s stable of receivers, which
includes Emmitt Smith, Tommy
Norris, Justin Chambliss, Griffin
Aslanian and not to omit the presently
injured Griffin Rooney.

Defensive end Colin Freer, defen-
sive linemen Noah Levy and Declan
McCauley and linebackers Koury
Kania and Will Kessler progressively
stepped up the attack on the Knights.
Freer, the “Red Flame”, had a banner
afternoon with three sacks and a key
minus 11-yard tackle of the punter to
set up the Blue Devils’ first TD when
Shapiro faked to Alliegro and hooked
around the left for nine yards with
8:06 left in the first quarter.

September 22, 2018: Sophomore
running back Jordan Kinsler rushed
for 274 yards and scored five TDs as

the Immaculata Spartans shredded the
SPF Raider defense on their way to a
40-30 victory in Scotch Plains. Raider

running back Alex Oslislo (25 runs,
151 yards) scored on a three-yard TD
run. Quarterback Anthony Porter ran
for two TDs and finished with 183
yards rushing. Porter also hit Jake
Hawn for a seven-yard TD reception.

September 15, 2017: Sophomore
running back Tim Alliegro rushed for
208 yards and scored a TD to help the
Westfield football team rally past
Ridge, 23-7, in Basking Ridge.
Alliegro carried the ball a whopping
42 times, eclipsing the Blue Devil
record for carries in a game set by
Jack Curry (40) against Immaculata
in 2015. By the time all was said and
done, it was the Ridge defenders, who
were being assisted to the sidelines

after colliding with Alliegro on his
many pinball like collisions.

Sophomore quarterback Hank
Shapiro hooked up with senior flanker
Steven Barden on a 35-yard scoring
pass down the left sideline. Junior
Jake Vall-Llobera dove into the end
zone on a three-yard power run up the
gut that gave Westfield a 20-7 lead on
the first play of the fourth quarter. LB
Drew Ortiz made an interception that
led to a 22-yard field goal by Aidan
Boland with 5:03 left in the game.

September 15, 2017: Five
breakaway TD runs spelled disaster
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood foot-
ball team and a 34-20 triumph for the
hosting Linden Tigers. With very early
success in the running game, the 1-1
Tigers and sophomore quarterback
Zion Marshall went to the air only

three times, while Raider quarterback
Cooper Heisey went to the air 36
times and kept to the ground 41 times.

Heisey completed 17 passes for
251 yards and one TD but he was
intercepted three times. Heisey’s top
receiver was Isaiah Stewart, who made
nine grabs for 123 yards. Justin Sand-
ers had four receptions for 52 yards,
Alex Oslislo grabbed two for 35 yards
and Lamont Cruse had a six-yard re-
ception. Anthony Porter had a 35-
yard TD reception. The Raiders to-
taled 167 yards rushing and Oslislo
carried 17 times for 93 yards, includ-
ing a four-yard TD. Javin Scott car-
ried 12 times for 50 yards, including
an 18-yard TD run.

September 16, 2017: Round 1 of
what could possibly be four meetings
this season ended in a 1-0 Westfield

boys soccer victory over the SPF
Raiders witnessed by a large and very
enthusiastic fan base at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The 0-0 deadlock was fi-
nally snapped when Blue Devil junior
forward Brian Hinkle’s header set up
senior forward Jack Dobosiewicz,
who tapped in the winning goal with
22:12 remaining in the second half.

Just one week earlier, on Septem-
ber 9 in Scotch Plains, Dobosiewicz’s
sister Faith scored the winning goal to
snap the Lady Raider’s unbeaten
streak. So the name Dobosiewicz will
be remembered by Raider soccer fans.

September 19, 2017: Wind and
spitting rain may have had a bit of an
impact but the final impact of the
game told the tale when senior Katie
Butler brought the ball into the box
and collided with goalkeeper Emily

Lenox as the ball skid left to Faith
Dobosiewicz, who found the net with
6:25 remaining in overtime to give
the 5-0 Westfield girls soccer team a
1-0 victory over a very determined
Cranford Cougar squad in Cranford.

September 19, 2017: A lone goal
from Erika Muskus in the 64th minute
was all the SPF Raider girls soccer
team could muster but it was just
enough to edge past a stubborn Union
Catholic team, 1-0, at Union Catholic
HS. Kerri McNeely had the assist.

September 24, 2016: Four turn-
overs, two fumbles and two intercep-
tions, along with five TD receptions
by wide receiver Keyshawn
Cummings and 84 yards in penalties
spelled demise for the Cranford Cou-
gar football team in a 40-34, overtime
setback to the Rahway Indians at Vet-
erans Field in Rahway.

Cougar senior quarterback Brian
Oblachinski completed 10 of 25
passes for 165 yards, which included
three TDs and two interceptions.
Oblachinski had a 24-yard TD run.
Senior running back Ryan Bakie had
six receptions for 95 yards, including
TD receptions of 40 yards and 10
yards. Bakie also had a 48-yard run.
Senior Brian McGovern had 41 yards
on six carries and had a 16-yard re-
ception. Senior Sean Bryson had a
26-yard TD reception.

September 24, 2016: Relentless
tactics from the Westfield Blue Devils’
furious defensive front four saw to it
that the Franklin Township Warriors

were not going to score an offensive
TD at Kehler Stadium. While the Blue
Devils’ first team defense held the
Warriors’ rushing game to only seven
total yards in each half and added a 35-
yard TD interception and a safety, the
offense did its job to add a pair of TD
receptions and a pair of TD runs to
emerge with a 37-10 triumph.

The Blue Devils’ defensive front
four of seniors Owen Kessler, Jeff
Gagum and Nick Maher and junior
Jake Vall-Llobera combined for a pair
of quarterback sacks and three throws
for losses. Only three Warrior rushes
went for more than five yards and
none made it to double figures. Two
punts were blocked. Senior defensive
back Ishmael Glasco provided the
35-yard TD interception.

Blue Devil quarterback Phil Mar-
tini completed six of 12 passes for 91
yards, which included TD strikes of
34 yards and four yards to split end
Jack Shirk, who finished with four
receptions for 68 yards. Receiver
Mike Moriarty had a 20-yard recep-

tion. Senior running back Matt Varano
carried 20 times for 142 yards, in-
cluding a 19-yard TD run. Glasco had
seven carries for 27 yards, including
a two-yard TD blast.

September 27, 2016: Sophie Brause
got her kicks against Summit by scor-
ing a pair of goals in a 5-0 SPF girls
soccer team victory in Scotch Plains.
The Raiders raised their record to 7-0-
2 and more importantly, continued a
trend of improved play after some
sloppy early season performances. The
Raiders broke a scoreless deadlock on
a penalty kick by Christina Rodgers in
the 24th minute. Kerri McNeely found
the back of the net for the fourth goal
and Sabrina DiLollo finished off the
scoring in the 73rd minute.

September 27, 2016: Momentum
seized very early by the Westfield
soccer boys stayed with them and all

the Cranford Cougar defensemen
could do was absorb the impact, which
resulted in a 5-0 Blue Devil victory at
in Cranford. Senior striker Pierre Titti
scored the first two goals, followed
by senior midfielder Gabe Romano
and senior striker Owen Ripperger all
in the first half then junior striker Alex
Fonseca topped it off with a goal in
the second half.

September 30, 2015: Senior
midfielder/co-captain Cami Sullivan
seemed to be at the right places at the
right times as she stuffed in four goals
and added an assist to elevate the
fifth-seeded Westfield field hockey
team to a 7-0 wipeout of the eighth-

seeded Koinonia Academy Seraphs
of Plainfield in the first round of the
Union County Tournament at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Juniors Zoe Radar,
Shannon Devitt and senior Kaeley
Hazzard each scored once.

October 1, 2015: So much for the
old saying, “it ain’t how you start, its
how you finish.” The Westfield  girls
soccer team jumped out to a 2-0 lead
at intermission then held on against a
hard charging Cranford team on their
way to a 2-1 victory at Kehler Sta-
dium. Taylor Morgan and Julia
Frontero each scored a goal and
Melina McDevitt had an assist for the
Blue Devils, which avenged a defeat
suffered earlier in the week against
this same Cranford team. Cougar
Siobhan McGovern broke through for
a goal with just over 14 minutes re-
maining in the game.

October 1, 2015: Very few wobbles
and fine performances across the
board awarded both the Westfield
Blue Devils and the Cranford Cougar

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Fall Sports Activities **

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR THE HEADER...Cougar Brian Nigro, center, wedged between
Raiders Alex Ferrara, No. 10, and Mike Ferrara, No. 9, lunges to get his head on
the ball. The Raiders won 3-0 in Scotch Plains on September 20, 2018.

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO OPEN A HOLE...Raider running back Alex Oslislo, No. 24,
prepares to block a Linden Tiger to open a hole for Javin Scott, No. 6, who took
the handoff from quarterback Cooper Heisey, No. 15, on September 15, 2017.

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSITION...Blue Devil co-captain Natalie Bond, No. 6, and
Cougar co-captain Maggie Roman, No. 5, battle for possession in a highly
contested game at Cranford. Westfield won in overtime, 1-0 (September 19, 2017).

David B. Corbin (October 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2ND UCT – AT 3RD SINGLES...Blue Devil Katey Peretz (September 26, 2019).

Charles Mulrooney (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER SACK ATTACK...Old Bridge quarterback Bryson Corbett gets
sacked by Blue Devil defensive end Colin Freer, No. 11, who had three sacks and
a huge tackle of the punter that set up Westfield’s first TD. The Blue Devils won
33-17 (September 22, 2018).

Jim Occi (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE RECEPTION...Cougar senior Sean Bryson, No. 2, makes the
reception in the game against the Rahway Indians in Rahway on September 24,
2016. The Indians pulled out a 40-34 overtime victory to improve to 3-0.

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING GOOD BLOCKING...Blue Devil running back Matt Varano, No. 21,
gets good blocking from tight end Jake Kaplan, No. 34, and his teammates to find
an opening in the Franklin defense at Kehler Stadium on September 24, 2016.

(October 2015 files) Courtesy of Lisa Scarano

SERVING IN THE PINK...Blue Devil Lizzy Sottung serves while a crowd dressed
in pink observe during the annual “Pink Out” game at Westfield High School on
October 2, 2015. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders in two sets.

(October 2015 files) Courtesy of Eben Fox

HIGH LEAP ON BEAM...Blue Devil co-captain Carly Fasano performs a high
leap on the balance beam against the Cranford Cougars (October 1, 2015).

David B. Corbin (October 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil sophomore Taylor Morgan,
No. 9, and Linden Tiger Danielle Matias, No. 15, maneuver for possession of the
ball at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 23, 2014. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Blue Devils Roll Past Raiders in Field Hockey, 3-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Raiders Nip Cougars on Soccer Opening Day, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
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made the save.
“We have three really good goalies

(senior Ava Hausle, sophomores
Kessler and Liz Bedatsky), so it was
a hard decision. All three are very
capable and Rebecca did a great job
today,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing pointed out.

The Cougars continued the pres-
sure throughout the first half with
junior Riley Korzeneski and sopho-
more Meghan Normann each taking a
corner kick and sophomore Gabby
Baiada and junior Caroline Morris
initiating effective throw-ins but the
Raiders’ defense led by juniors Leah
Klurman and Ashley DeFrancesco and
sophomore Lily Camacho were
present to make the necessary deflec-
tions and turn the ball back upfield.

“Our defense played great. We got
a lot of girls playing today. It was just

good to get back on the field,” Coach
Ewing commented.

The Raiders did, however, manage
to penetrate Cougar turf a few times
in the first half. Co-captain Holly
Nelson “boinged” a shot off the cross-
bar with 17 minutes left in the half
then Lyght and Nelson stepped up an
attack near halftime.

The Cougars kept up the pressure

for the first seven minutes of the sec-
ond half. Korzenesky made a break
toward the Raiders’ goal but Klurman
turned the ball away. Two minutes
later, Lyght launched a shot from the
far right side and Cranford senior
goalkeeper Amanda Vath made the
first of her several key saves. Three
minutes later with 28 minutes on the
clock, Lyght broke right again but
Vath knocked the ball away to set up
the corner kick. Vacca hooked the
ball into the box where Lyght got her
head on it to give the Raiders their 1-
0 lead with 27:34 remaining.

“You can think of all the ways to
play a player like Corinne Lyght but
she finds way to get in there and be-
come annoying to bury a goal like that.
She’s a big specimen, quick. They
played her a good ball. She got her
head on it. It was a solid goal but we got

to do a better job of mentally compos-
ing ourselves after something like that
happens and find a way to get a goal
back,” Coach Gagliaro suggested.

Cougar co-captains Abby Ahern
(defender) and Sophie Montague
(midfield), who were successful keep-
ing the ball in Raider territory during
the first half, were tested much more
in the second half but turned away

several Raider runs.
“Our returners are doing a really

good job for us. Abby in the back,
‘Soph’ in the middle. We have a few
JV girls coming up. Over the course
of the season, things are going to get
better,” Coach Gagliardo commented.

Vath’s tasks were not over. With
8:35 remaining, Klurman drilled a
free kick for 20 yards out and Vath
managed to make the save.

“Amanda had a great game. She
made a lot of big saves for us. She’s a
veteran, she’s been in games like this,
she came up big for us,” Coach
Gagliardo expressed.

“We didn’t play well in the first half
and they did. We told our girls they
are good. They had a lot of girls
returning, so we knew it was going to
be a battle. They have some good
young girls, so it was a good game,”

Coach Ewing concluded.
“We told our girls for it being our

first competitive game; we didn’t even
have a preseason scrimmage, that
against the number 3 team in the state
we thought the effort was pretty good.
We will continue to get better and
hopefully we will see them again down
the line,” Coach Gagliardo said.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0

initiated by Jepsen. The Blue Devils
took one shot on goal in the first
quarter and three vicious shots in the
second quarter but Raider keeper Rijo
was there to make the stops, espe-
cially with the assistance of sopho-
more defender Ali Murphy and junior
Sophia Novello.

Within two minutes of the third
quarter, senior Liz Healy on an assist
from senior attacker Lily Ceraso knot-
ted the score.

“I think Lily Ceraso had a big part
in scoring. I kept on telling her, ‘go to
baseline then aim for stroke,’ and
someone will tap it in. Aim for the
corners,” Beaulieu said.

Then with 6:52 left in the quarter,
Schneider jammed the net to make the
score 2-1. Although the Raiders took
all four penalty corners in the fourth
quarter, no shots got past McMahill.
In the meantime, Beaulieu got good
position and whacked in the Blue
Devils’ third goal with 1:57 remain-
ing in the game. McMahill finished
with five stops.

“We held then to 1-0 in the first
half. We had a number of corners. In
the second half, we had three shots on
goal and they were all goals,” Coach
Varhley noted.

There was obviously some concern
about the opening game since the

Blue Devils had their preseason hin-
dered with a two-week shutdown.

“We had two days of preseason
then that Wednesday we were shut
down. We finally got back last Thurs-
day, so we practiced Thursday, Fri-
day, Saturday. Not a lot of time at all
considering we usually had a two-
and-a-half week preseason and a
couple of scrimmages, so we really
had to be efficient as far as the virtual
workouts,” Coach Varhley explained.

With an opening-game victory be-
hind them and with several fine per-
formances in the game, Coach Varhley

was quite positive.
“What is great about this team is

that a lot of them are all very inter-
changeable. They can play forward,
they can play mid, they can really
help us a lot if someone needed a
break. If we wanted to be more ag-
gressive on offense, we can move one
of our defenders up. Sam Hoffman
came up with some big saves. We
have a lot of depth, and we have
strong depth,” Coach Varhley empha-
sized.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 0 0 0 1
Westfield 0 0 2 1 3

McGLYNN ONLY RETURNING ALPHA DOG

Blue Devils Return One
Of Starting Seven in XC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six of the top seven Alpha Dogs
(starters) from last year’s Westfield
High School boys cross-country team
have graduated so this season the
Blue Devils will feature six new faces
who will be running along side of the
sole returning starter, senior Will
McGlynn. So the task of defending
their Union County crown that they
have held for five straight years will
be a challenge. The Blue Devil, how-
ever, girls return several veterans.

“Our top guys this season are Dan
Cortese (sophomore), Conor Daly
(junior), Ben Hacker (junior), Liam
Maurillo (sophomore), Will
McGlynn, Charlie Stock (junior) and
whole slew of guys who are ready to
step up for that last varsity slot,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski, who added, “I’m excited to
get to competing so we can watch that
process play out.”

In addition to their Union County
title, the Blue Devils had a good show-
ing at the state level by placing sec-
ond in their section behind Ridge.

“We graduated six of last year’s
seven varsity guys. Only McGlynn is
coming back. But Ben and Charlie
both got some varsity racing experi-
ence at the state level last year that
will certainly serve them well this
year. Conor joins us for the first time
this season. Ben, Charlie and Conor
all had fantastic winter seasons last
year,” Coach Tafelski pointed out.

Last year, Stock finished second in
the Union County 800, Hacker was
fifth in the Union County mile, and
Daly was the county champ in the
two-mile.

“They were set up very nicely to

have breakthrough seasons in the
spring. That fitness is still there, so
we’re looking for them to make big
jumps. Liam and Dan are our top two
sophomores right now, and they are
just the tip of the iceberg of a very
large group of hard working sopho-
mores. They’re going to be a fun
group to watch for the next three
years,” Coach Tafelski said.

McGlynn, William Fiorentino,
Thomas Chen and Dan Laide have
been selected team captains and they
have been eager to get their team-
mates back on track after the unex-
pected two-week shutdown.

“I’m very proud of the way the
team handled the two-week shutdown.
We had daily team meetings online,
we assigned daily training runs, and
the guys completed them and logged
their training online so coaches could
read and provide feedback. Some ri-
val teams out there may see that we
were shut down and think that we’ve
suffered a setback as a result. I think
they’re going to find out pretty soon
that we haven’t,” Coach Tafelski said.

The Blue Devil girls’ top runners
are Katie Hamilton, Sammy Salz,
Caroline Collins, Grace Endy, Isabel
Boufarah, Emily DiSarno, Elizabeth
Bielen and Stacey Salz.

“The shutdown was a tough blow
but the girls continued logging their
training in their online logs and we
had virtual meetings 2-3 days a week
to catch up and hold everyone ac-
countable. They are doing well and
pointed to make their first race of the
season this Saturday at the Cougar
Invitational Team Challenge at Bucks
Mill Park in Colts Neck against 7
other Top 15 teams in the state,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Berardi said.

TOP RAIDERS - MILES ROPER, GABBY CRONA

Raider Boys, Girls Look
To Knock Rust Off in XC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As it has been with many other
sports, this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys and girls
cross-country teams had to endure
wrenches that hindered their pre-
season preparations.

“We don’t have many meets this
fall, and it is a long time since we
raced due to the spring track season
being canceled. Not being allowed to
start summer workouts until July 13
and the state-mandated two-week vir-
tual period at the beginning of Sep-
tember didn’t help with preparations,
either. We were limited to 90 minutes
throughout most of that period, so we
didn’t get to do everything we wanted
to. This put a lot more of the respon-
sibility on the kids to put the work in
while we couldn’t meet as a group,”
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel ex-
plained.

The Raiders’ key losses for the boys
due to graduation have been Chris
Downey and Myles Singletary and for
the girls is Olivia Zambrio. The ex-
pected top runner for the boys is Miles
Roper and for the girls is Gabby Crona.
Also expected to contribute are Peter
Shih, Adam Ali, Hasan Ali, Owen
Higinbotham, Terence Downey, Josh
Garcia and Ben Jiras for the boys and

Emma Chichester, Lauren Hahn,
Brenna Sullivan and Alyona Kladova
for the girls.

Some new faces who will help the
Raider girls are Sophia Gallo and
Emily Sicoli.

Coach Koegel added, “We have a
few other girls who are new who may
be able to help us in the Top-7, but it
is still too early to tell, especially
considering that we haven’t had a
meet yet.”

Due to the COVID-19 situation,
fewer meets have been scheduled for
the season.

“I am hoping that with so few meets,
we can knock the rust off very quickly.
We have five meets at Oak Ridge
Park, which is a very fast course. Our
training has centered on being pre-
pared with these races and putting
more emphasis on our dual meets
since the large invitationals that usu-
ally serve as key races for us won’t be
happening this fall. I am thankful that
the NJSIAA is allowing us to have
some type of season. Hopefully, it
won’t be shut down. The most impor-
tant races for us are the conference
meet, the county meet, and the sec-
tional meet. We want to be running
our fastest then. Hopefully the weather
and the public health situation will
cooperate,” Coach Koegel expressed.
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Cougar Boys Silence Bulldogs
On Soccer ‘Senior Night’, 3-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

ened, Cougar senior goalkeeper Dom
Savinelli was there to make the save.
A minor stop came within the first
two minutes but the more outstanding
saves came with 7:40 left in the half
when Savinelli dove to his right to
smother the ball, then with 4:04 on
the clock when he displaying his leap-
ing ability to snag the shot.

In the meantime, the Cougars were
shelling the Bulldog goal area and
took five corner kicks in the half.
Junior Jake Icklan took some corner
kicks from the left corner and Maher
launched a few from the right corner.

Then midway through the half,
Maher got control of the ball in his
won territory, weaved downfield with
hungry Bulldogs in hot pursuit, slanted
slightly to his left then got off a left-
to-right shot from 15 yards out that
whizzed out of the reach of the Day-
ton goalkeeper with 18:40 on the
clock.

The second half was time for the
Cougars to collect some cushioning.
Farley gave the Cougars a 2-0 lead
with his goal then Nigro assisted
Iwaniuk for the third goal of the game
with about 10 minutes remaining.

“We still have some improving to
do when it comes to timing runs for-
ward and making decisions under
pressure, but overall I was very happy
with the performance of the team. I

am looking forward to a fun and ex-
citing season,” Coach Campbell ex-
pressed.
Dayton 0 0 0
Cranford 1 2 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING AGAINST A BULLDOG..Cougar Patrick Ganley, No. 22, posi-
tions himself as a Dayton Bulldog attempts to control the ball on Senior Night,
October 1, at Memorial Field in Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AN ACTUARY POSITION
AN AUDITOR POSITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Com-
mission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for posi-
tion set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submit-
ted to:

Union County
 Insurance Fund Commission

c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216

*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Com-
mission to be received no later than Octo-
ber 27, 2020 at 2:00 pm.  Copies of the
criteria for the various positions may be
obtained by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-659-
6410.  Professional services for the follow-
ing position are hereby requested:

Actuary
Auditor

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $30.09

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING INTO RAIDER TURF..Blue Devil senior midfielder Chloe Beaulieu, No, 9, moves the ball toward Raider turf
as Raider junior Bridget Ennis, No. 7, pursues in the season opener at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 5. After
the Raiders scored early in the first quarter, the Blue Devils answered with three goals in the second half to win 3-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UP IN THE AIR...Cougar Kirsten Williams, front, and Raiders Gia Milano, No. 11, and Kat Zikas, center, go for the ball
in the season opener at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 1. The Raiders scored a second-half goal to win 1-0.
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In a football season that is unlike
any season before - and one that never
started this late into autumn - the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) PAL
opened the 2020 year with three vic-
tories in four games.

The New Jersey Suburban Youth
Football League season was launched
for three of the Raider teams at Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School’s Tyson
Field on Sunday, October 4. The Raid-
ers gained victories on the sixth grade C
team level with a 42-0 domination of
Bloomfield and the fourth grade E team
level with a 26-21 triumph over
Bloomfield. The fifth grade D team
Raiders were defeated by Sparta, 22-0.

Meanwhile, up the mountain in
Summit, the SPF B team seventh grad-
ers scored a 14-0 victory over Sum-
mit. The A team eighth grade Raiders
and third grade Raiders were off.

The C team Raiders, who were
crowned the Super Bowl champion in

their division on the D level last year,
controlled the line of scrimmage
against Bloomfield behind such stal-
warts as Omar McFarlane, Jay
Sachkowsky, Andre Lourenco, Ethan
Phillips, Max Markho, Elio Lombardi
and Jude August. The Raiders pitched
the shutout behind a defense anchored
by Jackson Vaughn.

The SPF E team opened with a tight
victory over Bloomfield thanks to an
offense that was paced by Jackson
DeGaetano and Robert Lawson. The
fourth grade Raiders were led on de-
fense by Julian Monroy and Dean
Maloney

In the setback against Sparta, the
SPF D team received a strong effort
from Mike Paz on offense and Nate
Filler and Ryan Manfra on the defen-
sive side of the ball.

In Summit, the B team was sparked
on offense in its 14-0 shutout over the
host team behind Callum Fynes and
Paul Boyle. Joe LaRosa and Thomas
Dowling led a swarming Raider de-
fense.

The Raiders will be on their home
turf at SPF High School again this
Sunday, October 11, when they are
scheduled to play Chatham on the A,
B and C levels, and New Providence
on the E level. The third grade Raid-
ers will hit the road that day and play
Old Bridge-Sayre Woods.

Courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

CATCHING THE LONG BOMB...Westfield PAL C team receiver Anthony
Narciso outruns Cranford defenders to haul in a 26 yard touchdown pass from
Jordan Walsh.

The Westfield PAL C football team
opened the season with a 20-0 victory
over Cranford at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 4. Running
backs Robert DeRick and Dylan
Pardes led a potent running game for
Westfield, capped by Pardes’ 32-yard
touchdown run.

Quarterback Jordan Walsh com-
pleted every pass attempt on the day,
which included touchdown passes to
Justin Boufarah for 33 yards and to

Anthony Narciso for 26 yards.
Pete Cabrales forced a fumble, Ryan

Stinton made a touchdown saving
tackle on a breakaway run and on the
last play of the first half, Harrison
Rekemeier intercepted a pass in the
end zone to halt a Cranford drive to
help preserve the shutout.

Westfield coach Tony Borg said,
“The players on both teams were ex-
cited to be back on the field and it was
a great day of youth football at Kehler.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on October 28,
2020 at 7:30 PM the Planning Board will
hold a virtual hearing on the application of
the undersigned. The property in question
is located at: 40 Arlene Court, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 40 Lot
30, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Lisa Santa Maria.

The applicant requests Driveway ex-
pansion and Shed which is in violation of:

Section 184-115e9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Improve-
ment Coverage; Permitted: 35%; Present:
35.85%; Proposed: 40.29%.

Section 184-115e2 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: lot width;
Permitted: 75 feet; Present: 71.98 feet;
Proposed: 71.98 feet.

Section 184-115e1 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: lot area;
Permitted: 7500 square feet; Present: 7204
square feet; Proposed: 7204 square feet.

Section 184-134d of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: patio set-
backs; Permitted: side 9 feet rear 25 feet;
Present: side 6 feet rear 22 feet; Proposed:
side 6 feet rear 22 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection 10 days
prior to the hearing at https://
www.fanwoodnj.org/departments/plan-
ning-board/.

Any interested party at said hearing may
participate therein in accordance with the
rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.

Instructions for virtual participation can
be found at https://www.fanwoodnj.org/de-
partments/planning-board/.

Applicant:
Lisa Santa Maria
40 Arlene Court

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/08/20, The Times Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, October 8, 2020
7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR VIRTUAL
HEARING TOWN OF WESTFIELD HIS-
TORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION,
In accordance with the provisions of the
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-
6 et seq., and in order to comply with the
Executive Orders signed by Governor
Murphy and in an effort to follow best
practices recommended by the United
States Center for Disease Control (CDC),
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Historic
Preservation Commission of the Town of
Westfield will hold a virtual Special Meet-
ing on Thursday, October 8, at 7:30 p.m.
for the purpose of  128 Woodland Av-
enue. Action may be taken.

The public can join the meeting and
participate electronically by accessing the
following link https://bit.ly/
WestfieldHPCMeeting. Members of the
public who have any questions, comments,
or concerns regarding the remote meeting
process, should contact the Commission
Secretary Linda Jacus at (908) 789-4100,
extension 4602, or by email
ljacus@westfieldnj.gov.

Linda Jacus
Commission Secretary

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $30.60

gymnastic teams their highest team
totals of the season. But the Cougars,
trailing 54.1-53.7 after two events,
made less missteps on the balance
beam to grab an 80.5-80.2 lead then
held on to nip the Blue Devils, 108.45-
108.2, in Westfield.

Three of the Blue Devils competed
in all four events and senior co-cap-
tain Carly Fasano and freshman Kaela
Azzaretto each turned in a total of
35.75, while sophomore Sarah Fox
turned in a 35.5. Cougar sophomore
Kelly McAuliffe tied teammate
Delaney Sciascia for took top honors
on the balance beam with a 9.0 and
tied Fasano for first on the uneven
bars with a 9.15 and Blue Devil co-
captain Megan Melillo on the floor
exercise with the highest score of the
afternoon at 9.4.

October 2, 2015: The Westfield
girls volleyball team capped off a
great night with a straight set victory
over rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
their annual Pink Out fundraiser match
held at the Westfield High School
gymnasium. Westfield prevailed (25-
23, 25-16) in a showdown between
border rivals who just happen to be
among the better teams in the county.
Rachel Mattessich had a breakout
performance in recording seven kills,
three blocks and one dig for the victo-
rious Blue Devils. Lindsay Miller fin-
ished with 15 assists, four digs and
two saves. Leah Andrew also notched
seven kills and Olivia Meyer had six
digs and five kills.

September 20, 2014: Interceptions,
fumble recoveries, batted down passes
and a multitude of sacks and throws
for losses meant that defense con-
trolled the game, but the visiting
Westfield team capitalized the most
in a 26-6 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The three interceptions all ended in
the hands of Blue Devil cornerback
Matt Catanzaro. The first came late in
the first quarter and resulted in a 40-
yard TD that gave Westfield a 13-0
lead. Catanzaro’s next interception
came in the third quarter and gave
Westfield possession at midfield. His
final interception came on the Raid-
ers’ final drive when he grabbed it in
the end zone. Blue Devil linebacker
Luke Prybylski, who was involved in
numerous sacks and throws for losses
along with linebacker Jackson
Simcox, caused a fumble that allowed
Owen Colwell to scoop it up and
sprint 30 yards into the end zone.

September 23, 2014: Coming off a
shocking defeat to the Union Farmers
and a well-played 1-0 loss to No. 8
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the
Westfield girls soccer team went to
work on the Linden Tigers and earned
a 3-0 shutout at Gary Kehler Stadium.
Senior midfielder Lil Scott notched
all three goals with respective assis-
tance from senior Sara McCutcheon,
junior Sarah Broughton and sopho-
more midfielder Taylor Morgan.

September 26, 2014: Forcing a
Game 3 was only one slap away for
the Ridge girls volleyball team on
four occasions, but each time the Lady
Blue Devils answered the challenge
then added a final surge to earn a 25-
21, 30-28, victory in Westfield. Blue
Devil senior setter Megan Mondon
demonstrated that she was not just a
setter but a very clever opponent with
her deceptive maneuvers, slick tips
and timely, quick shots instead of
always setting to a teammate. In addi-
tion to her 18 assists and seven digs,
Mondon notched five kills, three ser-
vice points, seven digs and a block.

September 26, 2014: Trailing 48-
45 with four seconds remaining, Scotch

Plains-Fanwood quarterback Marques
Taylor, on fourth and goal from inside
the Ridge one, knifed through a pile of
bodies and into the end zone to emerge
with a shocking, 51-48, victory in Bask-
ing Ridge. The Raiders accounted for
over 500 yards on the ground alone
and produced not one, not two, but
three 100+ yard rushers in Taylor (123
yards, 2 TDs), and seniors Kobe White
(208 yards, 3 TDs) and Emendo Tho-
mas (188 yards, 3 TDs).

September 17, 2013: Rivalries can
bring out the best in teams, however,
in the game of soccer, the end result is
to put the ball in the goal. That oppor-
tunity presented itself when Alik
Morgan drilled a kick into the goal
with 9:12 left in double overtime to
earn the Westfield boys soccer team a
1-0 victory over the Raiders in Scotch
Plains.

September 17, 2013: No overtime
tie this time! Kathryn Cunningham
lofted a free kick over goalkeeper
Kiera Loftus’ head in the second half
and, later, assisted forward Kelly
Yeager on another goal to lift the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls soccer
team over Westfield, 2-0, in the first
game of a Blue Devils/Raiders girls/
boys double-trouble showdown in
Scotch Plains.

September 20, 2013: Key defen-
sive plays when it was needed insured
the Cranford football team a 20-14
victory over the Somerville Pioneers
in Cranford. The Cougars scored the
first 20 points of the game in the first
half, but the Pioneers got a TD late in

the second quarter, another early in
the fourth and threatened heavily in
the final six minutes.

The key series of defensive plays
came when the Pioneers had a second
down at the Cranford 25 and defen-
sive back Donavin Walker, with the
help of defensive end Steve Baglieri,
sacked quarterback Joe Lucas for an
11-yard loss. After a seven-yard gain,
Lucas took to the air on fourth down,
but Walker was there to bat it down.
Walker had a four-yard TD run and
Luke Christiano had an interception
and a TD reception of 38 yards and a
TD run of 16 yards.

September 20, 2013: Four teams
figured to be heavily in the hunt for the
Union County Tournament girls tennis
team championship held at Don Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield. Previously,
the Westfield Blue Devils have owned
the title for eight straight years. In the
end, however, the Kent Place Lady
Dragons finished with one champion,
three seconds and a fourth to grab the
title with 76 points, while the Blue
Devils and Oak Knoll tied for second
at 68 and Linden took fourth at 52.

Blue Devils Julia Criscuolo and
Julia Morgan took top honors at first
doubles but not without taking it to
the limit to outlast Nisha
Sambamurthy and Ellie Falivene, 6-
3, 3-6, 6-4. Blue Devil senior Caroline
King, seeded second at second singles,
took second. Connie Wu took third at
first singles and Becca Sisto took
fourth at third singles.

September 15, 2012: Penalty cor-

ner opportunities went in favor of the
Hunterdon Central field hockey team,
and one late in the game led to the
only score that gave the Red Devils a
1-0 victory over the Westfield Blue
Devils at Kehler Stadium. Blue Devil
keeper Deanna Cohen made 11 stops,
her defenders also managed to redi-
rect several attacks.

September 21, 2012: Stiff compe-
tition from Kent Place made for an
exciting finale, but in the end, the
Westfield girls won four of the five
flights and took third in the other to
claim its eighth straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship at
Don Van Blake Courts in Plainfield.
Blue Devil senior Lexi Borr, who
took last year off to get her USTA
ranking up to speed, picked up where

she left off by winning her third UCT
first singles title.

September 20, 2011: SPF Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky was awarded
his 600th career victory in style when
his team engineered an unrelenting
assault to seize a 6-0 victory over
Cranford at Memorial Field in
Cranford. Interestingly, on October
20, 2004, the Raiders delivered Coach
Breznitsky his 500th career win with
a 2-0 victory over the hosting Cou-
gars at the Walnut Avenue Elemen-
tary School Field.

Senior center forward Travis
Cortes, sophomore Morgan Ellman,
sophomore forward Christian Zazzali,
junior Francisco Chinchilla (2 goals)
and junior midfielder Conor Kelly
scored for the Raiders.

September 23, 2011: Rain and a
stubborn Warrior defensive line made
the climate annoying for the visiting
Westfield football team’s offensive
attack, but the Blue Devils opened the
flood gates in the second half and
delivered the Watchung Hills War-
riors a 21-0 dousing in Warren.

Despite a scoreless first half, Blue
Devil running back James O’Rourke
did manage to chomp up 103 rushing
yards, which included a 46-yard
breakout in the first quarter. With the
help of his offensive line, O’Rourke
added another 89 yards, including TD
runs of 33 yards and 11 yards, respec-
tively, in the third quarter. Senior
Brendan Dugan (51 yards, 12 carries)
hit pay dirt with a 12-yard sprint.

September 18, 2010: Justin Van
Ostenbridge recovered a fumble on
the opening kickoff at the Voorhees
Vikings’ 37-yard line that established
the pace for the Cranford football
team to cruise to a 35-6 victory in
Glen Gardner. Quarterback Joey
Papandrea literally played “big”, as
he amassed 116 rushing yards, in-
cluding TD runs of one and 56 yards,
in 11 carries. Papandrea, listed at 175-
lbs, on a few occasions ran like a 230-
fullback, dragging several would-be
tacklers for 10 or more yards.

Rarely has Papandrea needed to
take to the air, but when he did, he
struck with completions of 13 yards
and eight yards to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson and added a golden touch
with a 24-yard TD pass to wide re-
ceiver Bryan Fitzsimmons.

October 6, 2009: Blue Devil Jenna
Rodrigues placed first with an all-
around score of 36.1 and Cougar Mary
Kate Walch placed second with an
all-around total of 35.0 as the
Westfield gymnastics team defeated
Cranford, 106.35-103.25, in
Westfield.

October 8, 2009: First singles
player Lexi Borr and second singles
player Tara Criscuolo won both their
sets, 6-0, 6-0, to lead the No. 2 ranked
Westfield girls tennis team to a 5-0

shutout of Hunterdon Central in the
first round of the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 Tournament in Westfield

October 8, 2008: The Blue Devil
boys soccer team were in total control
in a 2-0 victory over Newark East
Side on the grass field at Tamaques
School in Westfield. Midfielder Matt
Isabella and senior Kevin Murphy
each scored first-half goals.

September 29, 2007: Two long
scoring drives and smash-mouth de-
fense by the entire Raider football
team led to a 21-0 shutout over
Plainfield in Plainfield. Seniors Keith
Baker and Tim Green, and junior
Marcus Green led the furious defen-
sive attack that held the Cardinals’
offense to minus four yards. Full-
back/linebacker Marcus Green had

30 rushing yards, including a batter-
ing 14-yard TD run, and had six re-
ceptions for 62 yards. Baker had TD
grabs of nine yards and five yards to
go with another six-yard reception.

October 7, 2006: Big plays, wild
plays and interesting plays caused a
tidal wave of shifting emotions in
Union’s 35-30 victory over the Blue
Devil football team at Kehler Sta-
dium. Senior linebacker Will
Harbaugh recorded 19 tackles. Line-
backer Scott Newman and corner
Mike Henry each recorded 13 tack-
les. Sophomore Ricardo Johnson had
respective kickoff returns of 92 and
91 yards for TDs – WHS record. JT
Sheehan and Malcolm Allen recov-
ered fumbles that enabled quarter-
back Tom Bonard to kick a 25-yard
field goal. The final big play came
when Tyrell Simmons scooped up a
Farmer fumble and returned it 26
yards for a TD.

October 1, 2005: Westfield quar-
terback Nick DeRosa scored the first
varsity TD on the new turf field at
Gary Kehler Stadium, but the visiting
Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldog foot-
ball team scored the next three to
record a 22-7 victory.

October 1, 2004: Running back
Jamal Ingram and quarterback Chris
Drechsel, behind the brilliant block-
ing of their offensive line, led the 3-1
Cranford football team past host
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 28-14. Wide
receiver Sean Smith had two recep-
tions for 47 yards, including a 35-
yard TD reception, and had a crucial
interception.

October 3, 2003: The 6-2 Blue
Devil girls soccer team squeezed past
Metuchen, 2-0, in Westfield. Aly
Ludmer drilled a kick into the upper
right corner in the first half and tri-
captain Laura Shelman buried the
ball into the net on a header in the
second half.

October 4, 2002: The Blue Devil
football team pounced on the Malcolm
X. Shabazz Bulldogs at the brand
new Shabazz Stadium in Newark and
returned with a 10-6 victory. Junior
quarterback Jan Cocozziello com-
pleted a 20-yard TD strike to tight end
Brian Butts and Mike DeFazio recep-
tions of 59 yards and 33-yards, and
recovered a fumble.

October 2, 1999: Keeping up with
“the Jones” can be very difficult; es-
pecially if it refers to senior Nathan
Jones, who rushed for 318 yards,
snagged a 43-yard pass reception,
made two interceptions and netted
five TDs as the unbeaten Raider foot-
ball team outran Westfield, 47-23, in
Scotch Plains. Blue Devil quarter-
back Ryan MacDonald hit Josh Ray
in the end zone for a seven-yard TD,
Chris Giacone had an 85-yard kickoff
return for a TD and halfback Diano
Reavis had a 51-yard TD run.

** A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Fall Sports Activities **

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
bids will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood, Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
for the Interior Renovations @ Fanwood
Municipal Building. Bids are to be sub-
mitted electronically by email only to the
Township Clerk, Kathleen Holmes at
kholmes@fanwoodnj.org no later than
Wednesday, October 28, 2020, at 12:00
pm prevailing time where they will be read
aloud. No paper bids will be accepted at
any location. All bids will be opened and
read aloud via Zoom Meeting. Complete
instructions for the Zoom Meeting log-in
are provided in the Project Manual. Bids
will be received for the following:

CONTRACT 1: INTERIOR
RENOVATIONS @
FANWOOD MUNICIPAL
BUILDING

IN LIGHT OF THE CURRENT PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY AND THE EX-
ECUTIVE ORDERS ISSUED BY THE
GOVERNOR, BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
ELECTRONICALLY AND OPENED PUB-
LICLY THROUGH A PUBLICLY ACCES-
SIBLE REMOTE PLATFORM. DE-
TAILED INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS
ON THE ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION
OF BIDS AND THE OPENING OF BIDS
WILL BE PROVIDED WITH THE UP-
DATED BID DOCUMENTS.

A strongly recommended, but not re-
quired pre-bid meeting will be conducted
virtually via Zoom on Friday, October 16,
2020 at 10:30 am. Detailed instructions to

bidders for the Zoom Meeting log-in are
provided in the Project Manual.

The Bid Documents have been prepared
by Settembrino Architects with an office at
25 Bridge Ave, Suite 201, Red Bank, New
Jersey, 07701, P: (732)-741-4900, F: (732)-
741-4977. All questions shall be directed
to Kevin M Settembrino, AIA, LEED AP.
Bidding documents may be obtained di-
rectly from the office of the architect, after
October 13, 2020 as an electronic PDF
document only, by emailing the company
name, contact info, phone, fax and email
address to aloudin@settembrino.com.

This contract will be awarded by the
Borough through a public bidding process
complying with the requirements of the
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et. seq. as well as with the New
Jersey Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.4 et. seq.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the provisions of the New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, Chapter 150
of the Laws of 1963, effective January 1,
1964.

During the performance of this contract
the Contractor agrees to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). all requirements of Affirmative Ac-
tion N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq., all require-
ments of the State of New Jersey Worker
Health and Safety Act (N.J.A.C. 12:110 et
seq.) as amended and the United States
Occupational Safety and Health Act
(OSHA) (29 CFR 1910), as amended with
regard to worker and jobsite safety.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD.

FREDERICK TOMKINS,
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

1 T - 10/08/20, The Times Fee: $69.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

Westfield PAL C Shuts Out
Cranford Grid Kids, 20-0

SPF PAL Grid Kids Open
Season With 3 Victories

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREVENTING THE RECEPTION...Blue Devil Jack Shirk, No. 5, prevents
Raider wide receiver Cameron Smith from making the reception in the game
bewteen Westfield and host Scotch Plains-Fanwood on September 20, 2014.

David B. Corbin (September 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREEZING HER WAY TO THE TITLE…Senior Lexi Borr won her third Union
County Tournament first singles title to help the Blue Devils win their eighth
straight team title at Don Van Blake Courts in Plainfield on September 21, 2012.

David B. Corbin (September 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A SHOT ON GOAL…Raider junior Andrew Leischner, left, takes a
shot at the goal before Cougar defender Ryan Wright can deflect it. The Raiders
defeated Cranford, 6-0, on September 20, 2011. It was Breznitsky’s 600th win.

Fred Lecomte (September 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A SPECTACULAR DIVING GRAB…Raider fullback Marcus Green,
No. 21, made six receptions for 62 yards and had a 14-yard touchdown bash. From
his linebacker position, he delivered devastating tackles, including quarterback
sacks and a saving tackle on a punt return (September 29, 2007).
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389 Park Avenue,  Scotch Plains

www.johnsmarket.com

Our 81st Year • 908-322-7126

Because We are Particular About

What We Do & How We Do It.

Thanksgiving

Turkeys

LIMITED AMOUNTS & SIZES
DUE TO COVID PANDEMIC

MUST be ordered EARLY.

Delivered direct from the farm - no

middleman.

Tender, more delicious! No additives!

Please pick up your order by 3:00pm

Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve.

•

•

•

•

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com
CLASSIFIEDS

Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable.  Be prepared for
power outages.  FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today.  Call 1-844-
228-1850 Special financing for
qualified customers.

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-516-1257

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Dis-
play Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-
0600 ext. 14 for more information.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS:  Do you want to reach nearly
a million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90 news-
papers throughout NJ for $560.
Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-359-
7381 or visit www.njpa.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your govern-
ments?  Manually search the site
or register to receive email notifi-
cations and/or save your searches.
It’s a free public service provided
by NJ Press Association at
www.njpublicnotices.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nj

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet.  We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs.  Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

Several years of experience
high quality, routine house

cleaning. Local references can
be provided upon request.

(908) 377-8792

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD PRIME LOCATION
PROF BUILDING. PRIVATE 2ND
FL OFFICES W/RECEPTION
RM, PARKING, A/C, SIGNAGE.
131 S. EUCLID AVE, WESTFIELD

908-654-6262

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–708
amending (Resolution No. 2020-394)
AWARDED TO: Aloia Law Firm,

Bloomfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Regional Curry v. Union County, et. al
COSTS: in an amount  not to ex-

ceed$15,000.00 for a total contract amount
not to exceed $65,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–709
AWARDED TO: Chasan Lamparello

Mallon & Cappuzzo, PC, Secaucus, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: to represent Acting Pros-
ecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo, in the matter
entitled Richard Trigo v. Lyndsay V.
Ruotolo, et als

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-697
amending (Resolution No. 2019-435)
AWARDED TO: Elizabeth Coalition
SERVICES: to provide housing reloca-

tion and stabilization services
PERIOD: June 1, 2019- May 31, 2020
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-701
AWARDED TO: SAGE Eldercare, Inc.,

Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide information and

assistance to seniors (age60 years and
older and/or their caregivers)

PERIOD: April 1, 2020-March 31, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$30,780.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-689
amending (Resolution No. 2019-266)
AWARDED TO: Michael Calafati, LLC,

Preservation Architect, Cape May, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to provide the necessary
services for the renovations and rehabili-
tation of the Deserted Village

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$39,500.00 for a total contract amount not
to exceed $92.500.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–704
AWARDED TO: Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiners
SERVICES TO: to provide on-call cov-

erage, 24 hours a day 7 days a week to the
Union County Sexual Assault Response
Team

PERIOD: October 1, 2020-September
30, 2021

COSTS: for a total sum not to exceed
$47,288.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/01/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-712
amending (Resolution No. 2020-87)
AWARDED TO: Wizdom Media,

Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

media consulting services to the Union
County Board of Elections to develop and
implement a voter education and outreach
campaign

COSTS: in an additional amount not to
exceed $50,000.00 for a new contract
amount of $140,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/08/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

WESTFIELD
Sunday, September 27, Zachary

Connolly, 29, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving un-
der the influence pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 800 block of
Mountain Avenue. He was processed
and released with a motor vehicle
summons with a pending court date.

Tuesday, September 29, Elijah
Lott, 22, of Scotch Plains and Omari
Shomari, 20, of Newark were ar-
rested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of West Dudley
Avenue and Clark Street. They were
both transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where they were pro-
cessed and issued a complaint-sum-
mons with a mandatory Westfield
Municipal Court date.

Tuesday, September 29, a resi-
dent of the 600 block of Hillcrest
Avenue reported a case of fraud com-
mitted via an online purchase, uti-
lizing a credit card account. The
victim reported a fraudulent pur-
chase in the amount of $2,883. The
victim contacted her financial insti-
tution, which advised her of other
fraudulent attempts. The victim did
not suffer a financial loss.

Tuesday, September 29, a resi-
dent of the 400 block of North Chest-
nut Street reported that a campaign
sign was stolen from the front of
their property. The victim stated that
the sign is valued at $15. The theft of
the sign occurred between Septem-
ber 28 at 7 p.m. and September 29 at
noon.

Tuesday, September 29, a resi-
dent of the 400 block of Topping
Hill Road reported the theft of a
delivered package. The package was
to be delivered on August 16; how-
ever, the victim reported that they
never received the package. The
amount of the contents of the pack-
age is valued at $212. There are no
suspects at this time.

Wednesday, September 30, a resi-
dent of the 1600 block of Boulevard
reported that they were a victim of a
theft from their residence. The vic-
tim stated that the time frame of the
theft was more than three months.
The victim stated that she does not
know who stole the items. The vic-
tim stated that jewelry was stolen
from the residence. The victim could
not provide a complete value for the
jewelry stolen.

Thursday, October 1, a resident
of the 700 block of Saint Marks
Avenue reported a burglary to a
detached garage and the theft of a
bicycle. The bicycle was reported
to have last been seen on Septem-
ber 26 at approximately 10 p.m.
One or more unknown suspects
entered the unsecured detached
garage and stole a Surface 604
Shred electric bicycle, matte black
in color with white and red accents.
The bicycle is further described as
having a color display screen af-
fixed to the handlebars, a LED head-
light, hydraulic brakes and extra-
wide tires with white lettering. The
approximate value of the stolen bi-
cycle was $2,300. The victim re-
ported that a bicycle lock also was
stolen. The approximate value of
the lock is $30.

Thursday, October 1, police ar-
rested Nicole Catalano, 20, of Scotch
Plains on charges of possession of
false government identification, pos-
session of synthetic cannabinoid and
possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance under 50 grams. Eden
Coetzee, 19, of Scotch Plains also
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of false government identi-
fication. Both were arrested pursu-
ant to a pedestrian stop in
Mindowaskin Park. They were pro-

cessed and released with a sum-
mons.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
the 500 block of Clark Street was
reported to be the victim of a theft.
Unknown suspects entered the
resident’s property, removed a po-
litical sign from the front of the
residence and fled the scene. The
sign was described as a Biden politi-
cal lawn sign, approximately 18
inches by 12 inches, with a blue-
colored background and white-col-
ored lettering. The sign has an ap-
proximate value of $25.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, September 30, a resi-

dent of Hill Top Road reported a
burglary to their home. Entry was
gained to the rear of the house. The
case is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 30, a resi-
dent of Inverness Drive reported
that someone fraudulently filed for
unemployment benefits under their
name. The matter is under investi-
gation.

Wednesday, September 30, offic-
ers responded to a home on Indian
Run on a report of an oven fire. The
Scotch Plains Fire Department re-
sponded and extinguished the fire
with no structural damage to the
home. Union County EMS treated a
66-year-old resident for oil burns
with no transport to the hospital.

Wednesday, September 30,
Caroline A. White, 44, of Newark
was arrested on active warrants out
of Newark, Millburn and Wayne dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop. White was
transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Thursday, October 1, officers re-
sponded to a business located on the
1700 block of East Second Street on
an activated alarm. Upon arrival they
found the front door glass smashed.
Entry to the building was not gained.
The case is under investigation.

Thursday, October 1, a resident of
Sky Top Drive reported that some-
one fraudulently filed for unemploy-
ment benefits in their name. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, October 3, a resident of
Tussel Lane reported the theft of a
license plate. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, October 4, Fisnike Marke,
32, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an active warrant out of Ridgefield
Park during a motor vehicle stop.
Marke was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, October 5, Steven Jor-
dan, 54, of Wood-Ridge was arrested
on active warrants out of Newark,
Middletown and Clark during a mo-
tor vehicle stop. Jordan was trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Monday, October 5, a resident of
Locust Avenue reported someone
opened credit card accounts in their
name. The matter is under investi-
gation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
LAND KNOWN AS BLOCK
8403, LOT 12 - 2231
ALGONQUIN DRIVE

TAKE NOTICE,  that the Township of
Scotch Plains shall conduct a public sale
of land known as BLOCK  8403, LOT 12
- 2231 ALGONQUIN DRIVE on the Town-
ship Tax map, on the following terms and
conditions:

1. The Township Council hereby autho-
rizes the sale of BLOCK  8403, LOT 12 -
2231 ALGONQUIN DRIVE to the highest
bidder among the contiguous property
owners; and

2. The minimum bid for the Property
shall be set at $33,750. A deposit equal to
10% of the minimum price, that is, $3,375,
shall be required. Immediately upon the
close of bidding, the highest bidder shall
submit cash or a certified or bank cashier’s
check in the amount of $3,375, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains. The bal-
ance of the purchase price, together with
the costs set forth herein, shall be paid at
closing of title, which shall take place within
45 days from the date of the Resolution of
confirmation of sale.

3. The public sale by auction shall take
place in Council Chambers at Scotch
Plains,  430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, on the 28TH day of October
2020 – 10:00 A.M.

4. As a condition of sale, the Township
property known as Block 8403, Lot 12
shall be merged with the contiguous prop-
erty and shall be deed restricted from
further subdivision.

5. Property shall be sold “as is” and
subject to any and all easements, grants
and restrictions of record including but not
limited to rights and interests of utility com-
panies and/or the public in and to the
public right of way.

FURTHER INFORMATION IS AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP CLERK.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 10/08/20, The Times Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
October 1, 2020, the Board memorialized
the following Resolution:

Michael Miller, 44 Fieldcrest Drive,
Block 9701, Lot 34, was approved to
install a 6 foot fence at the aforementioned
property which will be in the front yard of an
adjoining property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the Municipal Clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 10/08/20, The Times Fee: $18.36

Westfield Schools
Seeking Substitutes

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Pub-
lic School District is seeking substitute
teachers and school nurses who hold
appropriate credentials. The district
accepts candidates with a Standard
Certificate, Certificate of Eligibility with
Advanced Standing (CEAS), Certifi-
cate of Eligibility (CE) or a current
County Substitute Certificate.

The district is also seeking substitute
paraprofessionals and secretaries.
Please contact Jill Kelly in the Human
Resources Department at
jkelly@westfieldnjk12.org or (908)
789-4400, extension no. 4425.

Women Veterans Honored
With ‘SHERO’ Award

Premiere Announced for New
Voices: Pure Imagination

Recreation Commission
Adopts New Guidelines

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
Freeholder Angela Garretson and Free-
holder Andrea Staten congratulate
Debbie Skeete-Bernard, retired United
States Air Force Reserve Lt. Colonel,
of Union Township; Delia Ware-Tibbs,
retired United States Army Reserves
Lt. Colonel, of Roselle; Theresa Hilton,
United States Air Force Reserve Major
and Union County Prosecutors Office,
of Elizabeth; Sandra Cagua-Valdez,
Army National Guard E-4 Specialist
and supervisor at NJ Family Care Unit,
of Elizabeth; and  Quelcia Olea (not
pictured), United States Army Sergeant,
of Plainfield; on receiving the “SHERO”
award at the Union County Military
Networking Mixer in Kenilworth.

They were joined by Union County
Acting Prosecutor Lyndsay Ruotolo,
Union County Deputy Manager Amy
Wagner, Division of Community Ser-
vices Director Brandon T. Givens, Of-
fice of Veteran Services Coordinator
Janna Williams and Kenneth Glick of
the Veteran Service Office.

The Union County women veterans
were honored with the “SHERO” award
for their outstanding military service, com-
munity work and volunteer activities.

The networking mixer is coordinated
through the Union County Office of
Veteran Services UC-HERO program.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission adopted an additional amend-
ment to its Allied Association Guide-
lines at its meeting on Monday Septem-
ber 14. The new amendment works to
ensure that Allied Association organi-
zations that utilize Township of Scotch
Plains fields, courts or facilities at no
cost to the organization must provide
training to all coaches and organization
leadership on “Anti-Discrimination,
Diversity, Inclusion and Sensitivity.”
The new amendment will work to en-
sure that organizations that are not over-
seen by the Recreation Department but
have been approved as Allied Associa-
tions will work to cultivate an environ-
ment where all people will feel wel-
come. The commission will continue to
work with the Allied Associations to

ensure that Scotch Plains parks and
recreation programs and facilities con-
tinue to be places where all people of
the community and from all walks of
life are able to enjoy themselves.

The Allied Association organizations
are not-for-profit groups that must sat-
isfy and adhere to a variety of require-
ments. Organizations must also main-
tain participation to a membership group
of, at minimum, 80 percent Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents to retain
status as an Allied Association.

The Recreation Department and the
Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate on the basis race, color,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, disabil-
ity, age or any other category covered
by law in its programs, activities or
employment matters.

Vote-by-Mail Video
Available in English, Spanish

AREA — Paper Mill Playhouse, re-
cipient of the Tony Award for Regional
Theatre, announces the World Premiere
of New Voices of 2020: Pure Imagina-
tion, a musical theater montage featur-
ing students of the 2020 Summer Mu-
sical Theater Conservatory. New Voices
of 2020: Pure Imagination premiered at
7 p.m. on September 22 on Paper Mill’s
Facebook page and YouTube channel.

In March of 2020, Paper Mill Play-
house, like every business and school
New Jersey, was forced to close tempo-
rarily in response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The theater’s Summer Musical
Theater Conservatory — a professional
training program for the next genera-
tion of musical theater performers —
made the decision to not cancel classes
and instead moved the program to an
online format. Paper Mill faculty and
creative staff used new ways to deliver
musical theater instruction via Zoom,
and their video-savvy students were
empowered to tell their musical stories
using an entirely different medium —
film. The annual New Voices concert,
which has helped to launch the careers
of many notable alumni, has been re-
imagined from a live stage concert to an
inspiring video montage of work con-
ceived and proudly performed by our
students.

Paper Mill Producing Artistic Di-

rector Mark S. Hoebee noted, “this
summer’s student company, in par-
ticular, has persevered despite many
recent disappointments and obstacles.
I look forward to sharing their incred-
ible work with the world. We couldn’t
be more proud of their effort and
dedication.”

The theater’s prestigious Summer
Musical Theater Conservatory pre-
pares students for the professional
theater industry. The program of rig-
orous study allows students to en-
hance their individual performance
potential while developing a broad
base of theater experience and knowl-
edge. Students participate in inten-
sive classes including musical theater
performance, dance, private voice and
monologue coaching, and improvi-
sation while also attending guest
workshops led by Broadway-indus-
try professionals. The final weeks are
devoted to rehearsals for the New
Voices performance. The conserva-
tory offers the unique opportunity for
gifted and talented young performers
to work at their own level and chal-
lenge themselves to achieve new goals
and learn new skills. Key to the cur-
riculum is the development of self-
discipline, respect and a commitment
to excellence that will serve these
young artists throughout their lives.

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi reminds voters that
her office has produced a how-to
video on filling out a Vote-by-Mail
ballot. The video features Ms.
Rajoppi walking viewers through the
procedure, step by step. It is avail-
able online in both English and Span-
ish at the County Clerk’s elections
website, unioncountyvotes.com.

English and Spanish versions of
the “How to Vote by Mail” video are
also available on the County Clerk’s
free UCVotes elections app for mo-
bile devices.

“My office produced these how-to
videos to show voters the correct
procedure for filling out their ballot.
I encourage both new and experi-
enced voters to review the video if
they have any questions about the

procedure,” said Ms. Rajoppi.
“With so much disinformation cir-

culating on social media and other
platforms, it is very important to go
straight to the source for accurate,
reliable guidance on Vote-by-Mail
and all other aspects of the 2020
General Election,” added Ms.
Rajoppi.

Vote-by-Mail ballots are being
mailed to all registered Union County
voters by the County Clerk on a town-
by-town basis, in alphabetical order.
The mailings began on September 15
and will concluded October 3.

Voters can also follow their bal-
lots online by using the New Jersey
Elections Division’s Ballot Tracker
tool.

Voters in need of additional assis-
tance can contact the County Clerk’s
Elections Division by phone at
(908)527-4996, or by email
ucvote@ucnj.org.

For more information about all
Union County Clerk programs and
services, visit online at ucnj.org/
county-clerk or call (908)527-4787.
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– Obituaries – Fermina Conrada Sotolongo
Fermina Conrada Sotolongo, 95,

of Richmond, Va., passed away
Wednesday, September 23, 2020.
She was born in Cuba and, with her
husband and young children, started
a new life in America
after fleeing the island
as exiles. She had nine
brothers and sisters, and
as one of the oldest, was
the caregiver to her
younger siblings. She
had a deep faith rooted
in the Catholic tradition.
In her early years she
was a novice in one of
the few orders of Black
nuns, the Oblate Sisters
of Providence. After
coming to America, she
had a career in the
Catholic Church, working for the
Archdiocese of New York next to
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Children had
a special place in her heart. Her
family and friends will remember
her warm smile, her faith and her
strength through adversity. It was a

life well-lived.
She was preceded in death by her

husband, Sergio F. Sotolongo. She
is survived by her sons, Sergio E.
and David Sotolongo. She is also

survived by two grand-
children and two great-
grandchildren. A Mass
of Christian Burial was
celebrated at 3 p.m. on
Thursday, October 1, at
Little Sisters of the
Poor, 1503 Michaels
Road, Richmond, Va.
To view this mass,
please visit blileys.com
for a livestream link.
Interment was held at
Rose Hill Cemetery in
Linden, N.J., at 2 p.m.
on Friday, October 2.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that you make a monetary donation
in Fermina’s name to Little Sisters
of the Poor, 1503 Michaels Road,
Richmond, Va. 23229. This facil-
ity is not for profit.

October 8, 2020

Fermina Sotolongo

Rake and Hoe Brings Cheer
To Mobile Meals Clients

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield made 50 mini floral ar-
rangements to accompany the Mo-
bile Meals deliveries on September
18. The club has performed this ser-
vice twice a year in the Spring and the
Fall for almost 50 years.

Club members usually get together
to make the floral arrangements, but
this year, due to concerns about Covid-
19, each member made three to five
arrangements at home using pre-as-
sembled kits and plant material from
their own gardens.

Each kit contained a plastic deter-
gent bottle top (to hold the arrange-
ment), floral foam, directions for the
size of the arrangement and the deliv-
ery deadline.

These colorful small arrangements
are much appreciated by the clients
who look forward to receiving them.
One recipient told the club that she
placed the arrangement on her kitchen
windowsill, and when she saw the

arrangement every day it brought her
happiness and made her realize that
she was not alone and that others
think of her and care.

Mobile Meals is a voluntary, non-
profit program that provides home-
delivered meals to those who are un-
able to shop and prepare their own
meals on either a temporary or per-
manent basis. It is available to resi-
dents of Westfield and surrounding
communities including Mountainside,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Clark and
Cranford. For more information, call
(908) 233-6146.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
affiliated with the Garden Club of New
Jersey and the National Garden Club,
Inc. Currently, the club meets online
on the second Wednesday of the month
at noon. Membership is open to resi-
dents of Westfield and surrounding
towns. For more information, call Beth
Siano at (908) 233-4150 or visit the
club’s website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.
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Library Events to Feature
Arts, Trivia, Opera Tenor

WESTFIELD — During the
month of October, the Westfield
Memorial Library has multiple
hours of online programming
planned.

On Tuesday, October 13, at 10:30
a.m., artist Barbara Freiberg will dem-
onstrate on Zoom how
to draw a bird on a tree
branch, using lines,
shapes and angles.

Drawings can be
colored in with col-
ored pencils, water-
color pencils, mark-
ers or watercolor
paint. Ms. Freiberg
will use watercolor
pencils to color in her
picture; however, par-
ticipants can choose
what materials they
want to use.

The suggested supply list for the
demonstration includes regular
pencil, eraser, one piece of white
drawing paper or watercolor paper
(nine-inch by 12-inch or smaller),
plus assorted colors of one of the
following: colored pencils, water-
color pencils, markers or water-
color paint.

For watercolor pencils or water-
color paint, the following extra sup-
plies will be needed: a thin-tip brush,
a small cup with water and a paper
towel (optional plastic tablecloth
or similar covering). For watercolor
paint only, a plastic palette or simi-
lar item is recommended.

Ms. Freiberg has been teaching
art classes at libraries for many
years. She has taught classes in New
Jersey, New York, Florida and Geor-
gia. She has a studio art degree from
Binghamton University and is a
former New York resident who cur-
rently lives in Florida.

The number of participants for
this class is limited, so registration

is required. Registrants will receive
an email with the Zoom link before
the class.

On Wednesday, October 14, at 1
p.m., the library will host Creating a
No-sew Pumpkin Craft for Adults with
librarian Marge Barkan via Facebook.

No sewing is required
for this quick and simple
craft, which serves as a
timely holiday decora-
tion or gift.

The first 12 Westfield
residents to register will
be eligible to pick up a
free craft kit with ev-
erything needed to
complete the project.
Even without a craft kit,
interested crafters can
view the video and learn
what supplies are

needed and what steps to take to
make this fall project at a later time.

Registration began on September
28. Those who receive a confirma-
tion email will be able to pick up their
kits this week. This Facebook video
will be available for viewing anytime
after its original premiere as well.

On Saturday, October 17, at 2
p.m., opera tenor Sal Chiarelli will
perform via Zoom. He has per-
formed many times at the library
and will return with his collection
of Italian arias and favorite songs.

A native of New York City, Mr.
Chiarelli was vocally trained in both
Italy and New York City for the
opera stage.

On Tuesday, October 20, the li-
brary will host Trivia for Adults and
Teens at 7 p.m. via Zoom. Partici-
pants can bring their own team-
mates, team up with others, or be a
one-person outfit.

Everyone age 16 and over is wel-
come to play. The questions are
designed to be accessible to a large
range of ages and interests.

All Zoom and Facebook informa-
tion for these programs can be found
on the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
under the Events tab, or on the
library’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/wmlnj.

Sal Chiarelli

Book Genie to Help
Select Kids’ Books

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that it is offering a new book selec-
tion service for children called
Book Genie.

According to the library, Book
Genie is an ideal service for parents
who are not sure what books to check
out for their children. All they need to
do is submit a form on the library’s
web page at wmlnj.org and indicate
their child’s age and interests.

The children’s librarians then se-
lect up to 10 books that they think the
children would like, check them out
to the parents, and put them in a grab-
and-go bag.

Parents should allow librarians 24
to 48 hours to choose the books. Once
they are all ready, requesters will re-
ceive an email notification. Grab-and-
go bags can be picked up from the
lobby of the library any time the li-
brary is open. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Currently, library hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 7
p.m., with no admissions after 6:45
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., with no admissions after
4:45 p.m.; and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.,
with no admissions after 4:45 p.m.

Westfield Residents Among
Albright Class of 2024

READING, Pa. — The Class of
2024 recently arrived at Albright Col-
lege. Hailing from 17 states, and half-
way around the globe, about 43 per-
cent of Albright College’s Class of
2024 students come to Reading, Pa.,
from hometowns outside of the state.

The Class of 2024 began classes

early this year, on August 17. Over-
all, the class’ most popular major is
business administration, followed
closely by biology/biochemistry and
psychology. About 40 students are
taking advantage of the college’s
Alpha program to help undecided
students find their academic fit.

Local Albright College first-year
students include:

Aneus Brown of Westfield. A
graduate of Jonathan Dayton High
School, Aneus is pursuing a Bach-
elor of Science degree at Albright,
majoring in business administration.

Gianni Pizzi of Westfield. A
graduate of Westfield High School,
Gianni is pursuing a Bachelor of
Arts degree at Albright, majoring in
music industry studies.

Founded in 1856, Albright Col-
lege offers a flexible curriculum
that encourages students to com-
bine and cross majors to create
individualized academic programs.
Close faculty mentorship and nu-
merous experiential learning op-
tions create opportunities for
Albright graduates to exceed their
own expectations.

Albright enrolls more than 1,800
full-time undergraduates and 700
adult learners and graduate students.

Emma DeBole Serves
As UVM Peer Mentor
BURLINGTON, Vt. — Emma

DeBole of Cranford is serving as a
peer mentor for first-year students at
the University of Vermont (UVM)
College of Nursing and Health Sci-
ences for the 2020-2021 academic
year. Known as “LINKS,” mentors
provide first-year students with friend-
ship, guidance and a connection to
the UVM community.

The UVM College of Nursing and
Health Sciences prepares the next
generation of health care profession-
als through a purposeful continuum
of patient care that includes health
and wellness promotion, illness and
injury prevention and the manage-
ment of disability and disease.

Located in Burlington, Vt., UVM
is a Public Ivy and top 100 national
research university educating
10,700 undergraduate students,
1,627 graduate students, 776 cer-
tificate and non-degree students, and
478 M.D. students in the Larner
College of Medicine.

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/obits Raymond Ruiz Earns
BA From Hofstra

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Raymond
Ruiz of Scotch Plains graduated from
Hofstra University in Spring 2020,
earning a Bachelor of Arts in Film
Studies & Production.

Hofstra University is a nationally-
ranked and recognized private uni-
versity in Hempstead, N.Y., that is
the only school to ever host three
consecutive Presidential debates
(2008, 2012 and 2016).

Students can choose from more than
165 undergraduate program options
and 175 graduate program options.

Hofstra University is a community
of 11,000 students from around the
world.

George Melloan, Wall Street Journal
Commentator, Dies at Age 92

Indiana-born journalist and longtime Westfield
resident was foreign correspondent, columnist and

deputy to Robert L. Bartley
Eminent journalist  George

Melloan died peacefully at his
home in Westfield last Monday,
September 28, at the age of 92.
George Melloan, who retired in
2006 after a 54-year career at The
Wall Street Journal, was part of a
team of editorial-page writers who
advocated lower
taxes and reduced
government regula-
tion. Melloan was
described as the rud-
der on the daily “Re-
view & Outlook”
column that contin-
ues today. According
to WSJ colleague
Paul Gigot, Melloan
“taught a legion of
editorial writers how
to think and hone
their craft. He be-
l ieved in sound
money, low taxes,
free trade and democratic self-gov-
ernment.” His WSJ colleague and
friend Seth Lipsky called Melloan
“one of the greatest newspaper-
men of his, or any, time.”

Melloan was born on a farm out-
side Whiteland, Indiana, in 1927,
the youngest of eight children. That
year his dad, a farmer, lost a large
sum of money on a cattle futures
deal that went south. The family
moved into the town of Whiteland
in 1933. Melloan tells in his book
“When the New Deal Came to
Town,” a combination memoir and
economic history, how he and his
next-oldest sister, Marie, delighted
in flipping the light switches off
and on, never having lived in a
house with electricity before. His
mom opened up a general store for
a few years, where he and other
siblings worked.

Growing up during the Depres-
sion in a rural area helped shape
Melloan’s economic views. “We
Journal editors were a rather prole-
tarian lot to be promoting capital-
ism,” he wrote. “We were not the
voice of big business, as our critics
glibly called us at the time, but
exponents of free-market capital-
ism, an economic system that al-
lows any individual to build a busi-
ness and compete with the big boys.”

Dad went to Butler University
in Indianapolis and majored in
journalism. After graduating he
got a job at the Logansport (Indi-
ana) Pharos-Tribune, where he
met Joan Minner (later known as
Jody). Jody was from Franklin,
r ight  down the  road f rom
Whiteland. Jody got a job at the
Muncie (Indiana) Evening Press,
and told her bosses there that they
might want to hire her friend
George Melloan. George joined
that paper, and the two were mar-
ried at the time they worked there.

Next Melloan got a job at The
Wall Street Journal’s Chicago bu-
reau, in 1952. After a couple of
years in Chicago, the couple
moved to Detroit, where their first
two children, Jim and Molly, were
born. Then on to Cleveland, then
Atlanta, where their third and last
child, Maryanne, was born. Very
soon after arriving in Atlanta,
George was asked to join the WSJ
team in New York.

The Mel loans  se t t led  in
Westfield in 1962. But in 1966
they moved to London, England,
where George was a foreign cor-
respondent for four years. He trav-
eled all over Europe and Africa,
visiting the Soviet Union, cover-
ing the Six-Day War in Israel in
1967, the war in Biafra a little
later, Muammar Gaddafi’s take-
over in Libya in 1969, and many
other stories.

He went back to the New York
bureau and to living in Westfield
in  1970.  George jo ined the

Journal’s editorial page and soon
became Deputy Editor. In 1978,
Melloan co-wrote the book “The
Carter Economy” along with his
wife, Jody. The book was an accu-
rate prediction that Jimmy Carter’s
economic policies weren’t going
to go well.

In 1990, Melloan
was asked to move
to Brussels to head
the Journal’s inter-
national editions.
When Melloan
moved to Brussels,
the WSJ editorial
staff joked that Bob
Bartley had grown
impatient with the
Soviet Union and fi-
nally decided to send
over his heaviest hit-
ter to finish it off.
Another quip had it
that when the Soviet

Union heard he was coming, it
collapsed.

George and Jody lived in Brus-
sels for four years, then returned
to Westfield, and George rejoined
the editorial page. After his retire-
ment, Melloan wrote “The Great
Money Binge,” a 2009 book about
the 2008 economic meltdown and
the response to it, and “Free
People, Free Markets: How the
Wall Street Journal Opinion Pages
Shaped America.”

In the past week, many col-
leagues have shared memories of
Melloan. His WSJ colleague
Melanie Kirkpatrick shared this one
with the family:

“I am reminded of his kindness
by something that happened when
the President of Poland came for an
editorial board meeting. Walesa was
the first democratically elected
president of Poland. He was an elec-
trician and leader of the Solidarity
trade-union group that stood up to
the Communist government. He won
the Nobel Peace Prize.  George was
the host of the meeting.

The Dow Jones electricians,
three of them, somehow got wind
that Walesa was coming, and when
we got upstairs to the executive
floor to await Walesa’s arrival, we
found them waiting. Their leader
asked me to ask George if it would
be OK to stand in the back of the
room and observe Walesa’s en-
trance. George said, of course, and
then motioned to them to come
join him. He asked their names,
and when Walesa and his entou-
rage arrived, George introduced
them individually. Each of them
got to shake hands with the world’s
most celebrated electrician. It was
a gracious gesture on George’s
part and so meaningful to the three
electricians.”

In another story from 1981, The
New York Times rushed out an edi-
torial calling Israel’s destruction
of Iraq’s nuclear reactor a “sneak
attack” and an “unprovoked act of
aggression.” When a colleague
asked whether the Journal was
going to say what the Times had
said, Melloan famously replied:
“When have we ever said what the
Times said?” The next day, the
Journal’s editorial suggested the
world owed Israel a vote of thanks.
The editorial was called “Mourn-
ing the Bomb.” The Times’ editor,
Max Frankel, later called its own
editorial one of the Gray Lady’s
“major mistakes.”

In the course of his career,
Melloan won a Gerald Loeb award
for commentary and two Daily
Gleaner awards from the Inter
American Press Association for
reporting on Central America.

His last book will be “Bogus
Science: How Scare Politics Robs
Voters, Corrupts Research, and
Poisons Minds.” It will be pub-
lished early next year.

Melloan’s wife, Joan “Jody”
Melloan, wrote for newspapers
and magazines. She died in 2014.
Mr. Melloan is survived by three
chi ldren — Jim,  Molly  and
Maryanne — and a granddaugh-
ter, Sara McKenna Woods.

October 8, 2020

George Melloan

CHEERFUL TOUCH...Rake and Hoe Garden Club members recently crafted 50
mini floral arrangements to complement Mobile Meals deliveries. Mobile Meals
clients enjoy receiving the arrangements, the creation of which has been a Garden
Club tradition for nearly 50 years.

Probitas Verus Honos

Photo courtesy of Beth Hornstein
TRIBUTE TO ROSE...The Westfield High School Girls Ice Hockey Team
walked the walk during the Play for P.I.N.K. Rose Checchio Walk to Wipe Out
Breast Cancer on October 3. The event, which honored the late councilwoman,
was part of the activities held during Scotch Plains Weekend.
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PRESERVING THE PAST...Kate Carlson and Lorrie Bove display their
certificate recognizing them as recipients of a Cranford Preservation Award
for 2020. They were honored for the manner in which they expanded their
residence at 37 Algonquin Drive, Cranford, while maintaining the home’s
original appearance. The homeowners are joined by Loretta Smith, a member
of the Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory Board, who presented them
with the certificate September 23.

Cranford Residence, Theater
Receive Preservation Awards

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Preservation Award for 2020 re-
cently was presented to the own-
ers of 37 Algonquin Drive and the
Cranford Theater. The award,
sponsored jointly by the Cranford
His tor ical  Socie ty  and the
Cranford Historic Preservation
Advisory Board (HPAB), is given
annually to the owners of a resi-
dence and a business who have
helped preserve and maintain the
history and character of Cranford.
Instead of an in-person ceremony
this year, a certificate was deliv-
ered to the recipients.

Kate Carlson and Lorrie Bove
received the award for their sym-
pathetic expansion of their house
at 37 Algonquin Drive in Sunny
Acres, working to preserve and
maintain their house’s original de-
sign as part of the Sunny Acres’
legacy. Every year, additions and
modifications to the houses in
Sunny Acres make the original de-
signs undistinguishable. Needing
more room, rather than add a floor
or totally remodel the home, the
awardees chose to add an exten-
sion to the back of the Cape Cod
house, making it look virtually
identical to the way it looked in
1942 when it was built.

The Cranford Theater was hon-
ored for its place in the commu-

nity as well as for the recent physi-
cal renovation that was done by
owners Jesse and Doreen Sayegh.
The theater unexpectedly closed
in September 2019, and during
the time it was closed the citizens
of Cranford realized what they had
lost. But then, after undergoing a
full renovation, the Cranford The-
ater reopened on November 8,
2019.

On November 29, 1926, the
1,300-seat  Branford Theater
opened with a Wurlitzer pipe or-
gan, and two months later, the “B”
in the theater name was swapped
out for a “C,” and the Cranford
Theater was born. It closed, but
then reopened several times over
the years and has served as a cen-
ter of local activity. With its re-
cent renovation and rescue as an
independent movie theater, the
Cranford Theater will remain an
important and valued resource to
the Cranford community.

Founded in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society is a non-profit
educational organization. For
more informat ion,  v is i t
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

The Cranford Historic Preser-
vation Advisory Board is a town-
ship committee established in
1993. More information is avail-
able at preservecranford.com.

Clara Christian On Way To
Gold With Special Garden

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School junior and Holy Trinity Girl
Scout Clara Christian is going for her
Girl Scout Gold Award — the highest
achievement awarded by Girl Scouts
Heart of New Jersey to make the
world a better place. On March 10,
2020, the Westfield Town Council
approved Clara’s project, entitled
“Veronica’s Garden,” with support
and guidance from Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea.

“Veronica’s Garden” will be a sen-
sory garden for people with special
needs, located off Mountain Avenue
within Mindowaskin Park, and com-
prising about 2,500 square feet in
total. After several discussions to-
gether, Clara and Mr. Gildea came up
with the perfect project for Clara to
embark upon, and one that is quite
personal.

“Veronica’s Garden” is inspired by
Clara’s cousin, Veronica, who is 14
years old and has Down syndrome.

This public and private project has
taken more than a year and a half to
plan. Westfield town leaders have been
instrumental and encouraging through-
out the journey. Town Engineer Kris
McAloon was able to install a new
water pit and electricity to prepare for
the garden’s irrigation system that was

installed by A. Priscoe Irrigation at
cost. The town repaved all the paths in
Mindowaskin Park recently to pro-
vide easier access throughout the park.
Scape-Abilities owner Steve Costalos
has created the garden plan as a dona-
tion. Dreyer Farms in Cranford con-
tributed to the selection of the plants
and offered guidance as Clara pre-
pares for the build.

To learn more about Clara’s project,
visit her website at
veronicasgarden.org for additional
details. Clara hopes to break ground
this October if she receives about
$2,000 more in donations.

FUTURE GARDEN...Pictured is the
garden plan for “Veronica’s Garden,”
a sensory garden for people with spe-
cial needs, that will be located within
Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park.

Forum to Give Tips to Help
Students Deal With Isolation
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS/

WESTFIELD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains-Westfield Here2Help
Mental Health Coalition will present
a free forum on Tuesday, October
13, from 7 to 8 p.m., via Zoom and
Facebook Live entitled “Strategies
to Help Students with Social Isola-
tion.”

September is always a trying time
for children and parents, as stu-
dents transition to new classrooms,
new teachers, and even new schools.
After a long summer break, stu-
dents look forward to connecting
with friends through school, clubs,
sports and the arts.

This has not been the case during
the Fall of 2020. As the Covid-19
pandemic continues and families are
presented with hybrid or remote learn-
ing, there is growing concern about
children and social isolation.

Wendy Lauer, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker, will provide tools
and tips based on what she is seeing
as a therapist during this unprec-
edented time.

She will address how parents and
caregivers can recognize the signs
that a child is struggling; strategies

that can be used to support students,
and how to enhance social situations
that now must take place six feet apart
and outdoors.

Ms. Lauer maintains a private prac-
tice in Westfield and specializes in
anxiety disorders, behavioral and
anger management difficulties, de-
pression/problems in mood and so-
cial skills issues.

This event is free but space is
limited. To register, visit
eventbrite.com/o/here-2-help-
31322635307. The Zoom access
code will be emailed the day before
the event. Attendees will have an
opportunity to ask Ms. Lauer ques-
tions at the end of the presentation.

Originally organized by the
Westfield and Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCAs, the mission of the
Here2Help Mental Health Coalition
is to improve community awareness
and understanding of mental health
issues through education, basic skills
training and resource information and
to help break down barriers that pre-
vent people from seeking care. Infor-
mation about Here2Help can be found
at here2helpnj.org or on Facebook at
here2help.

Seton Hall Names Students
On Spring Dean’s List

SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. — Seton
Hall University has announced the
names of those students who quali-
fied for the Spring 2020 Dean’s List
based on their outstanding academic
achievements.

After the close of every semester,
undergraduate students completing all
courses with a GPA of 3.4, with no
grades lower than “C,” qualify for the
Dean’s List. Local residents who
earned Dean’s List honors are as fol-
lows:

Sebastian Angulo of Scotch Plains,
Benjamin Bakaletz of Mountainside,
Julia Barnes of Scotch Plains, Amanda
Brewster of Cranford, Natalie
Calegari of Mountainside, Kevin
Campanello of Westfield, Aiden
Cascio of Westfield, Ethan Cohen of
Scotch Plains, Christopher Colon of
Westfield, Darby DeBonis of Scotch
Plains, Isabella DiCosmo of
Mountainside, Robert Fallo of Scotch
Plains, William Gale of Scotch Plains,
Jordan Gasson of Westfield, Savanna
Gerlitz of Cranford, Ryan Geschickter
of Westfield, Philip Halek of
Cranford, Catherine Harkins of
Cranford, Richard Heins of
Mountainside, Allison Hochman of
Scotch Plains, Samantha Hui of
Scotch Plains, Lauren Infante of
Cranford, Jenna Iorio of Cranford,
Isabella Kurasz of Mountainside,
Cara Lamastra of Scotch Plains,
Joshua Loango of Mountainside,
Lauren Locorriere of Mountainside,

Julia Logiudice of Cranford, Julia
Lomonte of Scotch Plains, Alexander
Lopez of Mountainside.

Ava Manganiello of Mountainside,
Brittany Markase of Cranford, Mary
Grace McNamara of Cranford,
Kristina Montesano of Mountainside,
Sierra Moorman of Scotch Plains,
Matthew Orsini of Cranford, Julia
Poeschl of Scotch Plains, Zachary
Porras of Cranford, Ashley Postaski
of Westfield, Zander Reyes of Scotch
Plains, Nicholas Rizzi of Westfield,
Michael Rossi of Westfield, John
Santulli of Cranford, Margaret
Schantz of Westfield, Theodore
Schoenfeld of Westfield, Miller
Schulman of Cranford, John Serzan
of Westfield, Matthew Sloan of
Westfield, Elizabeth Sottung of
Westfield, Justin Sousa of
Mountainside, Jessica Szulc of Scotch
Plains, Delaney Trotter of Cranford,
Gabriela Valdes of Cranford, Anthony
Verardi of Scotch Plains, Danielle Vo
of Westfield, George Waweru of
Scotch Plains, Diana White of
Garwood, Victoria Wilkins of Scotch
Plains, Jenna Williams of Cranford,
Daniel Wright of Scotch Plains.

Home to nearly 10,000 undergradu-
ate and graduate students and offer-
ing more than 80 majors, Seton Hall
has its main campus in suburban South
Orange. The university’s nationally-
recognized School of Law is promi-
nently located in downtown Newark.
For more information, visit shu.edu.

QUILTING KINDNESS...The Harvest Quilters of Central New Jersey have
cheered hospitalized youngsters by making colorful child- and teen-friendly
pillowcases for them to use and keep. Here, the group’s two youngest auxiliary
members, Jackie and Abby Masny, inspect some of the pillowcases.

Harvest Quilters Create
Pillowcases For Ill Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS/
WESTFIELD — The Harvest
Quilters of Central New Jersey,
headquartered in Scotch Plains and
Westfield, is an artistic group de-
voted to quilt making and support-
ing charitable causes.

The group has made more than 80
colorful pillowcases for an ongoing
and worthy cause.

Under the national umbrella of
Ryan’s Case for Smiles, the child-
and teen-friendly pillowcases are

donated to the University of
Rochester’s Golisano Children’s
Hospital to lift the spirits of the
many ill children hospitalized there.

Children are each given a pillow-
case they can use and take home with
them to keep. Many of the kids and
their families have expressed signifi-
cant gratitude for this kind gesture.

Pieceful Seams Quilt Shoppe of
Victor, N.Y., assists the quilt guild
in collecting and delivering the cases
to the hospital.

Shanna Kelly Is Recipient Of
Award From Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — Shanna
Colleen Kelly of Westfield was re-
cently awarded a Love of Learning
Award worth $500 from The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s
oldest and most selective collegiate
honor society for all academic disci-
plines. Ms. Kelly is one of 200 indi-
viduals to receive the award.

Love of Learning Awards are de-
signed to help fund post-baccalau-
reate professional development for
active Phi Kappa Phi members, in-
cluding graduate or professional
studies, doctoral dissertations, con-
tinuing education, travel related to
teaching and research, career de-
velopment and more.

A graduate student at Columbia
University’s Graduate School of
Journalism, Ms. Kelly will use the
funds from the award to continue her
graduate education. She was initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi in 2020 at
James Madison University.

Established in 2007, the Love of
Learning Program gives 200 awards
annually. The selection process for a
Love of Learning Award is based on
the applicant’s academic achieve-
ment, campus and community ser-
vice, intended use of award funds as
it relates to academic and career goals,

and a personal statement.
Since 1932, Phi Kappa Phi’s awards

program has recognized members and
students on its chapter campuses for
outstanding academic achievement.
In addition to the Love of Learning
Program, Phi Kappa Phi awards
graduate and dissertation fellowships,
study abroad grants, and grants for
local, national and international lit-
eracy initiatives. A total of $1 million
is awarded each year through the pro-
gram that last year recognized more
than 350 individuals.

For a full list of recipients, visit
phikappaphi.org/LoL2020recipients.
To learn more about all of Phi Kappa
Phi’s award programs, visit
PhiKappaPhi.org/Awards.

Founded in 1897, Phi Kappa Phi has
its national headquarters in Baton
Rouge, La. Phi Kappa Phi inducts ap-
proximately 30,000 students, faculty,
professional staff and alumni annually.
The Society has chapters at more than
325 select colleges and universities in
the United States and the Philippines.

Membership is by invitation only
to the top 10 percent of seniors and
graduate students and 7.5 percent of
juniors. Faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved scholarly
distinction also qualify.

The Society’s mission is “To rec-
ognize and promote academic excel-
lence in all fields of higher education
and to engage the community of schol-
ars in service to others.” For more
information, visit PhiKappaPhi.org.

PTO Clothing, Toy,
Stroller, Bike Drive
Taking Place Today

WESTFIELD — Back by popu-
lar demand, the Jefferson Elemen-
tary School PTO is holding a Cloth-
ing, Toy, Stroller and Bike Drive
today, Thursday, October 8, to ben-
efit the fifth-grade class. It is taking
place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Clo-
ver Street near Jefferson.

Items can only be dropped off
today.

Those contributing items are
asked to keep toys, clothing and
stuffed animals completely sepa-
rate — this helps with the donation
and sorting process.

Bagged clothing (all ages), toys,
bikes and strollers can be dropped
off at the end of the Jefferson field
on Clover Street.

Books will not be accepted, but
the PTO will have a collection of
those at a later date.

For more information on the cloth-
ing drive, go to aeclothing.net.

Hannah Cherry to Participate
In MIT IEEE Conference

Hannah Cherry

WATCHUNG – Hannah Cherry,
a senior at Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy in Watchung and a resident of
Westfield, participated virtually in
the Governor’s School of Engineer-
ing & Technology (GSET) this sum-
mer. She was nominated by Dr.
Dorothea Kominos, Mount Depart-
ment of Science chairperson, to take
part in the experience.

Hannah’s group paper has been
accepted to be presented at an MIT
IEEE (Institute of Electronics and
Electrical Engineers) Undergraduate
Research Conference this fall. The
paper also will be published in IEEE
Xplore. Hannah is expected to present
the paper, along with her other group
members, at the MIT Conference vir-
tually from October 9 to 11.

“In GSET, all scholars were split
into groups of five, where we were
given a topic to research and de-
velop a result,” said Hannah. “De-
spite the program being virtual this
year, we were still able to proceed
with this setup.

“My group’s topic was Smart Cit-
ies, and we specifically focused on
noise pollution, resulting in our pa-
per, A Hybrid Approach to Noise
Reduced Pods in Urban Areas,”
Hannah shared.

“With guidance of employees at
Lockheed Martin,” she added, “we
researched ways to cancel noise,
and from there we all split into spe-
cialties. I focused on noise reduc-
tion using materials and structure
and the overall design. After the
program was over, we decided to
submit our paper to the MIT IEEE
Undergraduate Research Confer-
ence, and to our surprise, we were
accepted! While we were not the
only group in GSET to have been

accepted, we are aware that this is a
huge honor, and are so thankful to
have this opportunity.”

Dr. Kominos noted, “Mount St.
Mary Academy supported Hannah’s
application to the program. It is
really difficult for anyone to get
into this program and I think it
speaks volumes to what a motivated
student interested in STEM can do
with the support of the faculty and
administration at the Mount.”

Township Library to Shine
‘New Light on Tiffany’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will cast “A
New Light on Tiffany” through an
online event taking place on Thurs-
day, October 29, at 7 p.m.

This interactive virtual program
will enable participants to explore
the New-York Historical Society’s
collection of Tiffany lamps — one
of the world’s largest and most
encyclopedic — and the intricate
techniques that created them.

They will view masterpieces of this
elegant American art form and hear
the personal stories of head designer
Clara Driscoll and her team of “Tif-
fany Girls,” whose contributions were
nearly forgotten by history.

Attendees will view a shared
PowerPoint presentation delivered
by docent Jeanne Pape and intro-

duced by Kristi Tremblay, Group
Sales and Docent manager, with
time for questions and answers af-
ter the presentation.

Advance registration is required
for this program. Participants will
receive a Zoom link prior to the event.
The registration form, and informa-
tion about all of the library’s pro-
gramming, can be found at scotlib.org.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
email library@scotlib.org.

Library Online Workshop To
Feature Plant-Based Cooking
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites mem-
bers of the community to rev up their
diet with more plant-based foods.

On Thursday, October 22, at 7 p.m.,
participants will learn through an
online workshop how to incorporate
more plant-based dishes into their
meal rotation.

Diane Weeks, a Registered Dieti-
cian and a certified diabetes educator,
will talk about the health benefits of
plant-forward eating and demonstrate
simple, delicious and healthy dishes
that feature plants in a starring role.

Whether just curious about plant-
based eating, or a dedicated vegan,

participants will receive some easy-
to-follow recipe ideas and tips.

Ms. Weeks has conducted many
healthy-eating and cooking work-
shops for local organizations, among
them the RWJ Rahway Fitness &
Wellness Center in Scotch Plains. She
was a 2016 finalist in the NJBIZ
Healthcare Heroes awards program,
in the category Public Health Hero.

Advance registration is required
for this program. Registered partici-
pants will receive a Zoom link via
email a day or two in advance. The
registration form, along with infor-
mation about other library program-
ming, can be found at scotlib.org.
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Outdoor Family Programs
Planned at Trailside Center

Westfield Historical Society
Announces AppleFest 2020

4-H Offers Cooking,
Crafting, Coding and More

Drive-in ‘Prince Experience’
Concert Comes to Plainfield

Visual Arts Center Presents
Virtual Performance

APPLE OF HISTORIC EYE...On Saturday, October 17 (rain date October 18),
the Westfield Historical Society will hold the Annual AppleFest on the lawn of the
Reeve House located at 314 Mountain Avenue, Westfield. To ensure appropriate,
socially distanced conditions for the event, pre-registration will be required for
one of two sessions. All who are interested in attending should please make
reservations with the Westfield Historical Society at (908) 654-1794 or by email
to westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Oc-
tober 17 (rain date October 18), the
Westfield Historical Society will hold
the Annual AppleFest on the lawn of
the Reeve House located at 314 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. This year’s
AppleFest will look different from
previous years as special measures
will be taken for the safety of guests
and volunteers during these pandemic
times. To ensure appropriate, socially
distanced conditions for the event,
pre-registration will be required for
one of two sessions. Session 1 is from
12 to 2 p.m. Session 2 is from 2 to 4
p.m. Masks are required while at-
tending the event, and hand sanitiz-
ing stations will be located at each
activity.

This annual fund-raising event
draws all ages. Younger children have
fun with old-fashioned games while
their parents can enjoy live music by
the local Westfield band “Save Mary,”
covering tunes for the last 40 years.
As in past years, short “Lightning
Talks” will be presented, featuring
stories about Charles Addams by Ron
MacCloskey, the Revolutionary War
flags by Ron Mullen, highlights of
Westfield 300 by Robert Wendel and
historic facts about the 1918 Spanish
Flu. The Charles Addams “Dudley
the Skeleton” drawing exhibit will
also be on display during the event.

AppleFest 2020 will sponsor an art
contest for elementary and middle
school students, drawing on the theme
of Westfield STRONG and document-
ing experiences of the Covid-19 year.
A mask decorating competition is also
planned, and a Treasure Hunt, orga-
nized by curators of the Westfield
Historical Society Archives, will con-
clude with the last clue on the lawn of
the Reeve House. The Apple Cafe
will feature new selections by chef
Greg Hichok.

Admission is $5 per person and
free for veterans and children under 3
years old. Thanks to all Westfielders,
as always, for their commitment to
this town, its past and its future. The
AppleFest Committee looks forward
to seeing many families on October

17.
AppleFest is open to all members

of the community, but reservations
are required. All who are interested in
attending should please make reser-
vations with the Westfield Historical
Society at (908) 654-1794 or by email
t o
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

For further information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
activities or to volunteer, call (908)
654-1794 or visit
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org,
like on Facebook or follow on
Instagram.

COUNTY – Prince fans in the
Union County area will be able enjoy
classic hits from the late icon with a
highly regarded tribute act. The
“Purple Madness” tribute band fea-
turing Bobby Miller will bring forth
the “Prince Experience” at a drive-in
concert on Saturday, October 10 at
Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield.
“FLAVUH” will open the show, which
is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m.

“This will be the second drive-in
concert sponsored by the county,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “I am pleased that we can
bring exciting events to the commu-
nity while adhering to Covid-19
guidelines and protocols.”

This is a free event but registration
is required at www.ucnj.org/concert-
register. Spots are limited to the first
220 cars registered.

The registration link will go live
on Thursday, October 1 beginning
at 9 a.m.

To help promote social distanc-
ing, no walk-ups, bikes or chairs are
permitted. Vehicles will be arranged

at least 6 feet apart with adequate
social distancing.

Port-o-johns and wash stations will
be available. Masks will be required
when using the port-o-johns. Attend-
ees must stay in their vehicles (unless
they need to use the port-o-johns).
Those who are attending can bring
their own food and non-alcoholic
drinks. Alcohol is prohibited.

“Prince was an icon who capti-
vated and entertained audiences all
around the world,” said Freeholder
Rebecca Williams, who is a Plainfield
resident. “I am excited that we can
bring his energy to Union County and
provide an enjoyable event with
Bobby Miller and Purple Madness.”

“Purple Madness” claims to be the
ultimate celebration of the most widely
beloved entertainer and profoundly in-
fluential artist of all-time. Bobby Miller
presents an electrifying performance
that can be best described as high en-
ergy and a “must-see” performance.

For more information on Purple
Madness, please go to
thepurplemadness.com.

COUNTY – Union County stu-
dents in grades K-12 are invited to
join a 4-H Club this fall and explore
popular fields ranging from cook-
ing, art to anime, coding and more.
Youth in their first year after gradu-

ating from high school can also join.
All clubs will meet virtually and are

without charge until in-person meet-
ings resume.

“4-H Clubs provide students in Union
County with unique opportunities to prac-
tice teamwork, organization, leadership
and other important life skills,” said Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella.
“The Freeholder Board is very proud to
support the 4-H program in our commu-
nity in a virtual capacity until it is safe for
students to meet in person.”

4-H Clubs are organized by age and
topic. The members meet with an adult
club leader on a monthly basis during
the school year to plan activities and
programs.

Each club emphasizes the ability of
students to learn, organize and commu-
nicate with activities appropriate for
their age. For the school year 2020-21,
the clubs are Variety Club (different
topics with crafts and show-and-tell),
grades 1 to 2; Variety Club (different
topics with crafts and public speaking),
grades 3 to 4; Variety Club (different
topics with crafts and community ser-
vice), grades 9 to 12; Community Ser-
vice Club, grades 8 to 12; Nature Club,
grades 5 to 8; Cooking Club, grades 4
to 12; Disc Gulf Club, grades 5 to 12;
Horticulture Club, grades 4 to 12; and
Creating Music through Coding, grades
6 to 8.

Union County 4-H is run by the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County and supported in part by
the Freeholder Board with offices at the
Union County Complex at 300 North
Avenue East in Westfield.

The national 4-H youth program is
the largest youth development program
in the U.S. As a program of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, 4-H en-
courages each student to develop ex-
pertise in a subject of their own choos-
ing and share their knowledge to ben-
efit their community.

Participation in 4-H is associated
with better grades at school and a stron-
ger interest in taking science classes,
attending college and contributing to
the community.

4-H Clubs run from October to June.
To sign up for a club email Tamisha
Hopkins, 4H Office Manager, at
thopkins@ucnj.org.

For more information contact 4H
Agent James Nichnadowicz at
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org or call 908-
654-9854 ext. 3.

For more information about all Union
County Extension programs, including
4-H, Master Tree Stewards and Master
Gardeners, visit ucnj.org/rce.

COUNTY — Online registration is
now open for outdoor family programs
at Trailside Nature and Science Center
in October.

Back to Nature, a series of walks in
the Watchung Reservation, resumed on
October 3, and moonlit family hike will
occur on Thursday, October 29. Pro-
grams are open to families with chil-
dren ages four and older.

Pre-registration is required online at
ucnj.org/trailside. Please be advised that
programs fill up quickly and are avail-
able on a first come, first served basis.

“Trailside’s family programs provide
an ideal opportunity for adults and chil-
dren to spend time together, enjoy the
scenery of the Watchung Reservation
and reconnect with the natural world
around us,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella.

The fee per program is $5 for Union
County residents and $6 for non-county
residents. Programs are held rain or
shine. Credits will be issued in the event
of severe weather.

Masks are required to be worn by all
participants. Programs will be held in
small groups in order to adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Participants are
advised to dress for the outdoors.

The Back to Nature series is offered
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. or
2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Workshops began on
October 3 and continue through Satur-
day, October 24. This series feature a

different nature theme each week.
Back to Nature encourages nature

discovery through hikes and outdoor
activities. This fall, families will search
for monarch butterflies, discover ani-
mal homes and hideouts, take part in a
rock collecting activity and go on a
nature walk to enjoy the beautiful col-
ors of the fall foliage this season.

The Harvest Moon Hike will take
place on Thursday, October 1, and a
Blue Moon Hike will take place on
Thursday, October 29, from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Families who participate in this
program have the opportunity to ex-
plore the Watchung Reservation by the
light of the full moon.

For more information about upcoming
programs and activities for seniors, fami-
lies and children at Trailside, please visit
ucnj.org/trailside or call (908)789-3670.

In-person activities in Union County
parks are limited during the Covid-19
outbreak in accordance with statewide
public health guidelines, and Trailside
is closed to the general public until
further notice. For more information
and updates on permitted activities in
Union County parks, visit online at
ucnj.org/parks-recreation.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located in the Watchung Reservation
at 452 New Providence Road,
Mountainside, and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

SUMMIT – Later this fall, the public
will have the opportunity to join the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) for The Adjacent Possible, a
virtual experience that mixes music,
improvisational performance,
storytelling and technology. The project,
which was conceived by artist Joshua-
Michele Ross and brought to life through
a partnership with Adam Brick and
Adam Lucas, originally began as a se-
ries of physical performances but was
forced to go virtual with the onset of
Covid-19. The installments at VACNJ
will take place from 1 to 2 p.m. on two
separate dates — Thursdays, October
22 and November 12 — and during
each, participants will be guided through
instrument selection, practice, rehearsal
and performance by a “conductor,”
transforming the group into a collabo-
rative, virtual orchestra.

Tickets for this event are available to
the public at artcenternj.org for a sug-
gested donation of $5. No previous
music-making experience is necessary.
Visit theadjacentpossibleorchestra.com
for more information.

For over 85 years, the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey has been exclu-
sively dedicated to viewing, making,
and learning about contemporary art.
Recognized as a leading nonprofit arts
organization, the Art Center’s renowned
Studio School, acclaimed exhibitions,
and educational outreach initiatives
serve thousands of youth, families, se-
niors, and people with special needs
every year.

The Visual Arts Center of New Jer-
sey is located at 68 Elm Street in Sum-
mit, New Jersey. Please call (908) 273-
9121 to confirm holiday hours. Visit
artcenternj.org for more information.

Great Pumpkin Sail
Tickets Available

NJFO to Present Live
Big Band Performance

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Festi-
val Orchestra (NJFO) is back with a
roar on Saturday, October 17.

Get in the mood, and join David
Wroe and NJFO for Swing Time! —
a live performance of blistering hits
from the big-band era guaranteed to
chase the blues away.

Come bounce and sway to the irre-
sistible rhythms of swing standards from
the 30s to the 50s as NJFO changes gear
to deliver the authentic sounds of a
modern big band in full flight.

According to organizers, the audi-
ence can expect to hear NJFO musi-
cians perform selections from the
legendary bands of Glenn Miller,
Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington
and many more. Favorite tunes like “
In the Mood,” “Sing, Sing, Sing,”
“Happy Days” and “Chattanooga
Choo Choo” are all on the program.

“The music is fabulous and just
what we all need,” said NJFO Music
Director and Band Leader David
Wroe. “In a way, it’s the perfect
answer to the crisis we’re in, just like
the original music in the 1930s was
an answer to the Great Depression.

“Hits from that era are infused
with an optimism that is going to
strike a chord with many lockdown-
weary listeners today,” he contin-
ued. “So I encourage everyone to
come on out and have some fun!”

Should you choose, bring your
dancing shoes! With open space for
both listening and dancing at this
socially distanced music event,

Swing Time! will delight music lov-
ers and swing dancers of all ages.

The outdoor, live performance will
take place in the spacious gardens at
the rear of 241 E. Dudley Avenue in
Westfield. Audience members are
invited to bring lawn chairs, cush-
ions or blankets.

“The safety of patrons, musicians
and staff is the top concern,” assured
NJFO Executive Director Zachary
Blutner. “Safety protocols and so-
cial distancing will be strictly ob-
served. Masks will be required for
audience members, who will be
seated in pods for groups of up to
four people. Pods will be spaced six
feet apart.”

The concert, which has been made
possible in part through the gener-
ous support of the PNC Foundation,
begins at 2 p.m. and will last about
an hour. The rain date is set for
October 18 at the same time.

Pod tickets ($150 for one pod
which accommodates up to four
people) are available by advance
reservation only. Pods can be pur-
chased online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. Patrons will
be seated in their pod upon arrival on
a first come first served basis.

For more information, contact
NJFO by email at
patronservices@njfestivalorchestra.org
or call (908) 232-9400. For full de-
tails on NJFO concert protocols go
to www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board is happy to an-
nounce that tickets for this year’s
Great Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside went on sale at
8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 6.
Tickets will be available online at
www.ucnj.org/ticket.

“The Great Pumpkin Sail is a sig-
nature Union County event,” said
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “We look forward to bring-
ing families together to celebrate this
annual tradition.”

The Great Pumpkin Sail will take
place on November 1 and 2 with four
sessions scheduled for each night.
The first session will run from 5:30 to
6:15 p.m.; the second session will run
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.; the third
session will run from 7:30 to 8:15
p.m. and session four will run from
8:30 to 9:15 p.m.

Attendees are advised to register
early since space is limited. All par-

ticipants must wear a mask and ad-
here to social distancing guidelines.

Each ticket admits up to six people.
There is a limit of 2 tickets per per-
son. There will be no refunds, ex-
changes or group sales. The cost is
$12 per family, and families are lim-
ited to six people for in-county resi-
dents. Out-of-county residents pay
$16 per family and are also limited to
six people per family.

Each family ticket includes the right
to float one pre-carved Jack-o-Lan-
tern, weighing no more than eight
pounds after carving. A family ticket
must be purchased in advance in or-
der to float a Jack-o-Lantern.

For further information, please call
the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation at (908)527-
4900.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activi-
ties visit The Green Connection,
www.ucnj.org/green-connection.

Free Guided Nature Walks
for Seniors at Trailside

COUNTY – Senior citizens are
invited to participate in a series of
free guided walks this fall on the
Sensory Friendly Trail at the county’s
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. The series takes
place on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to
12 p.m. beginning on October 7.

This series will be held outdoors
and is open to participants ages 55
and older. Masks and social distance
must be observed at all times. The
walks will be held in small groups in
order to facilitate social distance.

Pre-registration is required through
the Trailside website, ucnj.org/
trailside (use the “Online Registra-
tion” link in left-hand column).

Each walk is led by Trailside natu-
ralists and highlights a different topic,
including mammals of the reserva-
tion, autumn tree identification, fall
nature walk and Lenape Native Ameri-
can history.

The walks will take place at the
Union County Sensory Friendly Trail,
a 0.3-mile, ADA accessible loop. The
trail is designed to provide tactile
experiences and create new opportu-
nities to enjoy the outdoors while
learning about natural heritage in
Union County.

The Sensory Friendly Trail winds
gently through the woods with guide
ropes and features multiple interpre-
tive signs to learn about the local
flora and fauna with 3-D reliefs and
Braille for the visually impaired.

The trail also includes audio kiosks
highlighting the natural and human
history of the Watchung Reservation,
the largest preserved park in Union
County at 2,142 acres.

Raised garden beds also add sea-
sonal color to this multi-dimensional
experience, providing the visitor with
additional opportunities to use their
senses of sight, smell and touch.

In-person activities in Union
County parks are limited during the
Covid-19 outbreak in accordance with
statewide public health guidelines,
and Trailside is closed to the general
public until further notice.

Please visit ucnj.org/trailside or call
(908)789-3670 for information about
new online nature activities for all
ages.

The Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located in the Watchung
Reservation at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a service
of the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

908-232-4407
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times - Complete
stories can be read at
goleader.com - year, month,
week.

September 25, 2019:
Westfield (10-1) defeated 5-5
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 2-0 (25-
14, 25-6) in girls volleyball in
Scotch Plains. Junior Julia Becker
sparked the Blue Devil attack
with a strong service game that
included four aces among her 10
service points. Uzi Ijoma led the

Blue Devils with five kills. Jessica
Schlewitt recorded five digs and
seven assists. Lydia Nisita had
two kills, four service points and
one ace.

September 26, 2019: Kent
Place strutted into the Union
County Tournament Champion-
ships with four of the five top
seeds but the Westfield girls ten-
nis team gave the Dragons a run
for their money at Donald Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield. The
Lady Dragons did emerge with
the title, claiming first in four of

the flights and finishing with a
total of 92, while the Blue Devils
won at second doubles, placed
second in three flights and third
in the other to total 80 points.

The Blue Devils did advance
four of their five flights to the
finals but the only ones to grab
the crown were Annika Vesuna
and Madison Wright, who de-
feated Summit’s Abby Collins and
Maddy Wang, 6-1, 6-4, at second
doubles.

September 26, 2019: Mo-
mentum started rolling in one

direction and with the exception
of one hiccup, that momentum
spiraled into a rock slide that
pushed the Westfield boys soc-
cer team to a 9-1 victory over the
Cranford Cougars at Gary Kehler
Stadium. Interestingly, just five
days earlier, the Cougars battled
the Blue Devils to a 0-0 stale-
mate at Memorial Field in
Cranford.

Blue Devil senior midfielder
Chris Giglio was riding atop the
biggest and fastest boulder and
finished the game with four goals.
Giglio would notch a hat trick
within the first 23 minutes of the
game then add his fourth goal in
the second half. Senior forward
John Desena ripped in a goal and
added a pair of assists. Sopho-
more midfielder Matias Arbelaez

fired in a goal and added one
assist. Forward Aidan Bertsch and
defenders Sean Hazard and Henry
Meacock, all juniors, each netted
one goal. Sophomore defender
Chris Cicca recorded a pair of
assists and sophomore forward
Victor Ott contributed one assist.

September 15, 2018: Sopho-
more forward Corinne Lyght pro-
vided the finishing touches twice
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
girls soccer team defeated the
Westfield Blue Devils, 2-0, in
Scotch Plains. The victory was a
good confidence builder for the
4-0 Raiders, who had lost to the
Blue Devils three times last year,
while tying them once.

Lyght’s first goal came within
the first three minutes off a per-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Charles Mulrooney (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER SACK ATTACK...Old Bridge quarterback Bryson Corbett gets sacked by Blue Devil
defensive end Colin Freer, No. 11, who had three sacks and a huge tackle of the punter that set up
Westfield’s first TD. The Blue Devils won 33-17 (September 22, 2018).

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR THE HEADER...Cougar Brian Nigro, center, wedged between Raiders Alex
Ferrara, No. 10, and Mike Ferrara, No. 9, lunges to get his head on the ball. The Raiders won 3-0
in Scotch Plains on September 20, 2018.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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fect left side corner kick launched
by junior midfielder Lizzy Ley.
Lyght’s second goal was set up
by sophomore Faith Price, who
won a mix for the ball at midfield
and slid the ball forward in a
slightly left slant.

September 20, 2018: Maggie
Murray connected for the game-
winning goal early into the sec-
ond overtime period to give the
Cranford Cougars a thrilling 1-0
victory over the Summit girls
soccer team in Cranford. The
game-ending strike came sud-

denly after the two teams battled
to a scoreless stalemate through
90 minutes of action. Then a little
over a minute into the second OT
period, Murray took advantage
of a perfect opportunity.

September 22, 2018: Good
timing on the part of the Westfield
football team came into play on
several occasions, especially in
the second half when the Blue
Devils erased a 17-14 deficit to
out-joust the Old Bridge Knights,
33-17, in their opening home
game at Gary Kehler Stadium.

The Blue Devils’ young defense
stepped up the pressure on
Knight quarterback Bryson
Corbett, sacking him on multiple
occasions, and the young offen-
sive line opened the holes for
running back Tim Alliegro and
allowed quarterback Hank
Shapiro ample time to find his
receivers.

Shapiro completed all 14 of his
passes for 196 yards, which in-
cluded second-half TD strikes of
56 yards and 20 yards to Jake
Saltzer (3 receptions, 105 yards).

Alliegro carried 30 times for 182
yards, including respective TD
runs of four yards and eight yards.
Saltzer, who shifted from his
quarterback position, just added
to Shapiro’s stable of receivers,
which includes Emmitt Smith,
Tommy Norris, Justin Chambliss,
Griffin Aslanian and not to omit
the presently injured Griffin
Rooney.

Defensive end Colin Freer, de-
fensive linemen Noah Levy and
Declan McCauley and lineback-
ers Koury Kania and Will Kessler

progressively stepped up the at-
tack on the Knights. Freer, the
“Red Flame”, had a banner after-
noon with three sacks and a key
minus 11-yard tackle of the
punter to set up the Blue Devils’
first TD when Shapiro faked to
Alliegro and hooked around the
left for nine yards with 8:06 left
in the first quarter.

September 22, 2018: Sopho-
more running back Jordan Kinsler
rushed for 274 yards and scored
five TDs as the Immaculata Spar-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO OPEN A HOLE...Raider running back Alex Oslislo, No. 24, prepares to block a
Linden Tiger to open a hole for Javin Scott, No. 6, who took the handoff from quarterback Cooper
Heisey, No. 15, on September 15, 2017.

David B. Corbin (October 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2ND UCT – AT 3RD SINGLES...Blue Devil Katey Peretz (September 26, 2019).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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tans shredded the SPF Raider
defense on their way to a 40-30
victory in Scotch Plains. Raider
running back Alex Oslislo (25
runs, 151 yards) scored on a
three-yard TD run. Quarterback
Anthony Porter ran for two TDs
and finished with 183 yards rush-
ing. Porter also hit Jake Hawn for
a seven-yard TD reception.

September 15, 2017: Sopho-
more running back Tim Alliegro
rushed for 208 yards and scored
a TD to help the Westfield foot-

ball team rally past Ridge, 23-7,
in Basking Ridge. Alliegro carried
the ball a whopping 42 times,
eclipsing the Blue Devil record
for carries in a game set by Jack
Curry (40) against Immaculata
in 2015. By the time all was said
and done, it was the Ridge de-
fenders, who were being assisted
to the sidelines after colliding
with Alliegro on his many pinball
like collisions.

Sophomore quarterback Hank
Shapiro hooked up with senior

flanker Steven Barden on a 35-
yard scoring pass down the left
sideline. Junior Jake Vall-Llobera
dove into the end zone on a
three-yard power run up the gut
that gave Westfield a 20-7 lead
on the first play of the fourth
quarter. LB Drew Ortiz made an
interception that led to a 22-yard
field goal by Aidan Boland with
5:03 left in the game.

September 15, 2017: Five
breakaway TD runs spelled di-
saster for the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood football team and a 34-
20 triumph for the hosting Lin-
den Tigers. With very early suc-
cess in the running game, the 1-
1 Tigers and sophomore quar-
terback Zion Marshall went to
the air only three times, while
Raider quarterback Cooper
Heisey went to the air 36 times
and kept to the ground 41 times.

Heisey completed 17 passes
for 251 yards and one TD but he
was intercepted three times.
Heisey’s top receiver was Isaiah

Stewart, who made nine grabs
for 123 yards. Justin Sanders
had four receptions for 52 yards,
Alex Oslislo grabbed two for 35
yards and Lamont Cruse had a
six-yard reception. Anthony Por-
ter had a 35-yard TD reception.
The Raiders totaled 167 yards
rushing and Oslislo carried 17
times for 93 yards, including a
four-yard TD. Javin Scott carried
12 times for 50 yards, including
an 18-yard TD run.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Jim Occi (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE RECEPTION...Cougar senior Sean Bryson, No. 2, makes the reception in the game
against the Rahway Indians in Rahway on September 24, 2016. The Indians pulled out a 40-34
overtime victory to improve to 3-0.

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSITION...Blue Devil co-captain Natalie Bond, No. 6, and Cougar co-captain
Maggie Roman, No. 5, battle for possession in a highly contested game at Cranford. Westfield won
in overtime, 1-0 (September 19, 2017).
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September 16, 2017: Round
1 of what could possibly be four
meetings this season ended in a
1-0 Westfield boys soccer vic-
tory over the SPF Raiders wit-
nessed by a large and very en-
thusiastic fan base at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The 0-0 deadlock was
finally snapped when Blue Devil
junior forward Brian Hinkle’s
header set up senior forward Jack
Dobosiewicz, who tapped in the
winning goal with 22:12 remain-
ing in the second half.

Just one week earlier, on Sep-
tember 9 in Scotch Plains,
Dobosiewicz’s sister Faith scored
the winning goal to snap the
Lady Raider’s unbeaten streak.
So the name Dobosiewicz will be
remembered by Raider soccer
fans.

September 19, 2017: Wind
and spitting rain may have had a
bit of an impact but the final
impact of the game told the tale
when senior Katie Butler brought
the ball into the box and collided

with goalkeeper Emily Lenox as
the ball skid left to Faith
Dobosiewicz, who found the net
with 6:25 remaining in overtime
to give the 5-0 Westfield girls
soccer team a 1-0 victory over a
very determined Cranford Cou-
gar squad in Cranford.

September 19, 2017: A lone
goal from Erika Muskus in the
64th minute was all the SPF
Raider girls soccer team could
muster but it was just enough to
edge past a stubborn Union

Catholic team, 1-0, at Union
Catholic HS. Kerri McNeely had
the assist.

September 24, 2016: Four
turnovers, two fumbles and two
interceptions, along with five TD
receptions by wide receiver
Keyshawn Cummings and 84
yards in penalties spelled de-
mise for the Cranford Cougar
football team in a 40-34, over-
time setback to the Rahway Indi-
ans at Veterans Field in Rahway.

Cougar senior quarterback

Brian Oblachinski completed 10
of 25 passes for 165 yards, which
included three TDs and two in-
terceptions. Oblachinski had a
24-yard TD run. Senior running
back Ryan Bakie had six recep-
tions for 95 yards, including TD
receptions of 40 yards and 10
yards. Bakie also had a 48-yard
run. Senior Brian McGovern had
41 yards on six carries and had a
16-yard reception. Senior Sean
Bryson had a 26-yard TD recep-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

(October 2015 files) Courtesy of Lisa Scarano

SERVING IN THE PINK...Blue Devil Lizzy Sottung serves while a crowd dressed in pink observe
during the annual “Pink Out” game at Westfield High School on October 2, 2015. The Blue Devils
defeated the Raiders in two sets.

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING GOOD BLOCKING...Blue Devil running back Matt Varano, No. 21, gets good blocking
from tight end Jake Kaplan, No. 34, and his teammates to find an opening in the Franklin defense
at Kehler Stadium on September 24, 2016.
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tion.
September 24, 2016: Relent-

less tactics from the Westfield
Blue Devils’ furious defensive
front four saw to it that the
Franklin Township Warriors were
not going to score an offensive
TD at Kehler Stadium. While the
Blue Devils’ first team defense
held the Warriors’ rushing game
to only seven total yards in each
half and added a 35-yard TD
interception and a safety, the
offense did its job to add a pair of
TD receptions and a pair of TD
runs to emerge with a 37-10
triumph.

The Blue Devils’ defensive front
four of seniors Owen Kessler, Jeff
Gagum and Nick Maher and jun-
ior Jake Vall-Llobera combined
for a pair of quarterback sacks

and three throws for losses. Only
three Warrior rushes went for
more than five yards and none
made it to double figures. Two
punts were blocked. Senior de-
fensive back Ishmael Glasco pro-
vided the 35-yard TD intercep-
tion.

Blue Devil quarterback Phil Mar-
tini completed six of 12 passes
for 91 yards, which included TD
strikes of 34 yards and four yards
to split end Jack Shirk, who fin-
ished with four receptions for 68
yards. Receiver Mike Moriarty had
a 20-yard reception. Senior run-
ning back Matt Varano carried 20
times for 142 yards, including a
19-yard TD run. Glasco had seven
carries for 27 yards, including a
two-yard TD blast.

September 27, 2016: Sophie

Brause got her kicks against Sum-
mit by scoring a pair of goals in a
5-0 SPF girls soccer team victory
in Scotch Plains. The Raiders
raised their record to 7-0-2 and
more importantly, continued a
trend of improved play after some
sloppy early season perfor-
mances. The Raiders broke a
scoreless deadlock on a penalty
kick by Christina Rodgers in the
24th minute. Kerri McNeely found
the back of the net for the fourth
goal and Sabrina DiLollo finished
off the scoring in the 73rd minute.

September 27, 2016: Mo-
mentum seized very early by the
Westfield soccer boys stayed with
them and all the Cranford Cou-
gar defensemen could do was
absorb the impact, which resulted
in a 5-0 Blue Devil victory at in

Cranford. Senior striker Pierre
Titti scored the first two goals,
followed by senior midfielder
Gabe Romano and senior striker
Owen Ripperger all in the first
half then junior striker Alex
Fonseca topped it off with a goal
in the second half.

September 30, 2015: Senior
midfielder/co-captain Cami
Sullivan seemed to be at the
right places at the right times as
she stuffed in four goals and
added an assist to elevate the
fifth-seeded Westfield field
hockey team to a 7-0 wipeout of
the eighth-seeded Koinonia Acad-
emy Seraphs of Plainfield in the
first round of the Union County
Tournament at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. Juniors Zoe Radar, Shan-
non Devitt and senior Kaeley

Hazzard each scored once.
October 1, 2015: So much

for the old saying, “it ain’t how
you start, its how you finish.” The
Westfield  girls soccer team
jumped out to a 2-0 lead at
intermission then held on against
a hard charging Cranford team
on their way to a 2-1 victory at
Kehler Stadium. Taylor Morgan
and Julia Frontero each scored a
goal and Melina McDevitt had an
assist for the Blue Devils, which
avenged a defeat suffered ear-
lier in the week against this same
Cranford team. Cougar Siobhan
McGovern broke through for a
goal with just over 14 minutes
remaining in the game.

October 1, 2015: Very few
wobbles and fine performances

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREVENTING THE RECEPTION...Blue Devil Jack Shirk, No. 5, prevents Raider wide receiver
Cameron Smith from making the reception in the game bewteen Westfield and host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on September 20, 2014.

(October 2015 files) Courtesy of Eben Fox

HIGH LEAP ON BEAM...Blue Devil co-captain Carly Fasano performs a high leap on the balance
beam against the Cranford Cougars (October 1, 2015).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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across the board awarded both
the Westfield Blue Devils and the
Cranford Cougar gymnastic
teams their highest team totals
of the season. But the Cougars,
trailing 54.1-53.7 after two
events, made less missteps on
the balance beam to grab an
80.5-80.2 lead then held on to
nip the Blue Devils, 108.45-
108.2, in Westfield.

Three of the Blue Devils com-
peted in all four events and se-
nior co-captain Carly Fasano and
freshman Kaela Azzaretto each
turned in a total of 35.75, while
sophomore Sarah Fox turned in a
35.5. Cougar sophomore Kelly
McAuliffe tied teammate Delaney
Sciascia for took top honors on
the balance beam with a 9.0 and
tied Fasano for first on the un-

even bars with a 9.15 and Blue
Devil co-captain Megan Melillo
on the floor exercise with the
highest score of the afternoon at
9.4.

October 2, 2015: The
Westfield girls volleyball team
capped off a great night with a
straight set victory over rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in their
annual Pink Out fundraiser match
held at the Westfield High School
gymnasium. Westfield prevailed
(25-23, 25-16) in a showdown
between border rivals who just
happen to be among the better
teams in the county. Rachel
Mattessich had a breakout per-
formance in recording seven kills,
three blocks and one dig for the
victorious Blue Devils. Lindsay
Miller finished with 15 assists,

four digs and two saves. Leah
Andrew also notched seven kills
and Olivia Meyer had six digs and
five kills.

September 20, 2014: Inter-
ceptions, fumble recoveries, bat-
ted down passes and a multitude
of sacks and throws for losses
meant that defense controlled
the game, but the visiting
Westfield team capitalized the
most in a 26-6 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

The three interceptions all
ended in the hands of Blue Devil
cornerback Matt Catanzaro. The
first came late in the first quarter
and resulted in a 40-yard TD that
gave Westfield a 13-0 lead.
Catanzaro’s next interception
came in the third quarter and
gave Westfield possession at

midfield. His final interception
came on the Raiders’ final drive
when he grabbed it in the end
zone. Blue Devil linebacker Luke
Prybylski, who was involved in
numerous sacks and throws for
losses along with linebacker Jack-
son Simcox, caused a fumble
that allowed Owen Colwell to
scoop it up and sprint 30 yards
into the end zone.

September 23, 2014: Com-
ing off a shocking defeat to the
Union Farmers and a well-played
1-0 loss to No. 8 ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the Westfield
girls soccer team went to work
on the Linden Tigers and earned
a 3-0 shutout at Gary Kehler
Stadium. Senior midfielder Lil
Scott notched all three goals with
respective assistance from se-

nior Sara McCutcheon, junior
Sarah Broughton and sophomore
midfielder Taylor Morgan.

September 26, 2014: Forc-
ing a Game 3 was only one slap
away for the Ridge girls volley-
ball team on four occasions, but
each time the Lady Blue Devils
answered the challenge then
added a final surge to earn a 25-
21, 30-28, victory in Westfield.
Blue Devil senior setter Megan
Mondon demonstrated that she
was not just a setter but a very
clever opponent with her decep-
tive maneuvers, slick tips and
timely, quick shots instead of
always setting to a teammate. In
addition to her 18 assists and
seven digs, Mondon notched five
kills, three service points, seven

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (October 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil sophomore Taylor Morgan, No. 9, and Linden
Tiger Danielle Matias, No. 15, maneuver for possession of the ball at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on September 23, 2014.

Fred Lecomte (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS...Raider Dan Babis, No. 17, and Blue Devil Rob Ball, No. 18, battle for
possession as Blue Devil Sean Tracey, No. 3, follows. The Blue Devils won a 1-0, double overtime
thriller in Scotch Plains (September 17, 2013).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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digs and a block.
September 26, 2014: Trail-

ing 48-45 with four seconds re-
maining, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
quarterback Marques Taylor, on
fourth and goal from inside the
Ridge one, knifed through a pile
of bodies and into the end zone
to emerge with a shocking, 51-
48, victory in Basking Ridge. The
Raiders accounted for over 500
yards on the ground alone and
produced not one, not two, but
three 100+ yard rushers in Tay-
lor (123 yards, 2 TDs), and se-
niors Kobe White (208 yards, 3
TDs) and Emendo Thomas (188
yards, 3 TDs).

September 17, 2013: Rival-
ries can bring out the best in
teams, however, in the game of
soccer, the end result is to put
the ball in the goal. That oppor-
tunity presented itself when Alik

Morgan drilled a kick into the
goal with 9:12 left in double over-
time to earn the Westfield boys
soccer team a 1-0 victory over
the Raiders in Scotch Plains.

September 17, 2013: No
overtime tie this time! Kathryn
Cunningham lofted a free kick
over goalkeeper Kiera Loftus’
head in the second half and,
later, assisted forward Kelly
Yeager on another goal to lift the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls soc-
cer team over Westfield, 2-0, in
the first game of a Blue Devils/
Raiders girls/boys double-trouble
showdown in Scotch Plains.

September 20, 2013: Key
defensive plays when it was
needed insured the Cranford foot-
ball team a 20-14 victory over
the Somerville Pioneers in
Cranford. The Cougars scored
the first 20 points of the game in

the first half, but the Pioneers
got a TD late in the second quar-
ter, another early in the fourth
and threatened heavily in the
final six minutes.

The key series of defensive
plays came when the Pioneers

had a second down at the
Cranford 25 and defensive back
Donavin Walker, with the help of
defensive end Steve Baglieri,
sacked quarterback Joe Lucas
for an 11-yard loss. After a seven-
yard gain, Lucas took to the air
on fourth down, but Walker was
there to bat it down. Walker had
a four-yard TD run and Luke
Christiano had an interception
and a TD reception of 38 yards
and a TD run of 16 yards.

September 20, 2013: Four
teams figured to be heavily in the
hunt for the Union County Tour-
nament girls tennis team cham-
pionship held at Don Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield. Previously,
the Westfield Blue Devils have
owned the title for eight straight
years. In the end, however, the
Kent Place Lady Dragons finished
with one champion, three sec-

onds and a fourth to grab the title
with 76 points, while the Blue
Devils and Oak Knoll tied for
second at 68 and Linden took
fourth at 52.

Blue Devils Julia Criscuolo and
Julia Morgan took top honors at
first doubles but not without tak-
ing it to the limit to outlast Nisha
Sambamurthy and Ellie Falivene,
6-3, 3-6, 6-4. Blue Devil senior
Caroline King, seeded second at
second singles, took second.
Connie Wu took third at first
singles and Becca Sisto took
fourth at third singles.

September 15, 2012: Pen-
alty corner opportunities went in
favor of the Hunterdon Central
field hockey team, and one late
in the game led to the only score
that gave the Red Devils a 1-0
victory over the Westfield Blue

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A GREAT STOP…Blue Devil goalkeeper Deanna Cohen, No. 3, makes a fine stop in the
game against Hunterdon Central at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 15, 2012.

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRD AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil Connie Wu (September 20, 2013).
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Devils at Kehler Stadium. Blue
Devil keeper Deanna Cohen made
11 stops, her defenders also
managed to redirect several at-
tacks.

September 21, 2012: Stiff
competition from Kent Place
made for an exciting finale, but
in the end, the Westfield girls
won four of the five flights and
took third in the other to claim its
eighth straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship
at Don Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield. Blue Devil senior Lexi
Borr, who took last year off to
get her USTA ranking up to speed,
picked up where she left off by
winning her third UCT first singles
title.

September 20, 2011: SPF
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky was

awarded his 600th career victory
in style when his team engineered
an unrelenting assault to seize a
6-0 victory over Cranford at Me-
morial Field in Cranford. Inter-
estingly, on October 20, 2004,
the Raiders delivered Coach
Breznitsky his 500th career win
with a 2-0 victory over the host-
ing Cougars at the Walnut Av-
enue Elementary School Field.

Senior center forward Travis
Cortes, sophomore Morgan
Ellman, sophomore forward
Christian Zazzali, junior Francisco
Chinchilla (2 goals) and junior
midfielder Conor Kelly scored for
the Raiders.

September 23, 2011: Rain
and a stubborn Warrior defen-
sive line made the climate an-
noying for the visiting Westfield

football team’s offensive attack,
but the Blue Devils opened the
flood gates in the second half
and delivered the Watchung Hills
Warriors a 21-0 dousing in War-
ren.

Despite a scoreless first half,
Blue Devil running back James
O’Rourke did manage to chomp
up 103 rushing yards, which in-
cluded a 46-yard breakout in the
first quarter. With the help of his
offensive line, O’Rourke added
another 89 yards, including TD
runs of 33 yards and 11 yards,
respectively, in the third quar-
ter. Senior Brendan Dugan (51
yards, 12 carries) hit pay dirt
with a 12-yard sprint.

September 18, 2010: Justin
Van Ostenbridge recovered a
fumble on the opening kickoff at

the Voorhees Vikings’ 37-yard
line that established the pace for
the Cranford football team to
cruise to a 35-6 victory in Glen
Gardner. Quarterback Joey

Papandrea literally played “big”,
as he amassed 116 rushing yards,
including TD runs of one and 56
yards, in 11 carries. Papandrea,
listed at 175-lbs, on a few occa-
sions ran like a 230-fullback,
dragging several would-be tack-
lers for 10 or more yards.

Rarely has Papandrea needed
to take to the air, but when he
did, he struck with completions
of 13 yards and eight yards to
wide receiver Ryan Williamson
and added a golden touch with a
24-yard TD pass to wide receiver
Bryan Fitzsimmons.

October 6, 2009: Blue Devil
Jenna Rodrigues placed first with
an all-around score of 36.1 and
Cougar Mary Kate Walch placed
second with an all-around total

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREEZING HER WAY TO THE TITLE…Senior Lexi Borr won her third Union County
Tournament first singles title to help the Blue Devils win their eighth straight team title at Don Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield on September 21, 2012.

David B. Corbin (September 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A SHOT ON GOAL…Raider junior Andrew Leischner, left, takes a shot at the goal before
Cougar defender Ryan Wright can deflect it. The Raiders defeated Cranford, 6-0, on September 20,
2011. It was Breznitsky’s 600th win.
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of 35.0 as the Westfield gymnas-
tics team defeated Cranford,
106.35-103.25, in Westfield.

October 8, 2009: First singles
player Lexi Borr and second
singles player Tara Criscuolo won
both their sets, 6-0, 6-0, to lead
the No. 2 ranked Westfield girls
tennis team to a 5-0 shutout of
Hunterdon Central in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 Tournament in
Westfield

October 8, 2008: The Blue
Devil boys soccer team were in
total control in a 2-0 victory over
Newark East Side on the grass
field at Tamaques School in
Westfield. Midfielder Matt Isabella
and senior Kevin Murphy each
scored first-half goals.

September 29, 2007: Two
long scoring drives and smash-

mouth defense by the entire
Raider football team led to a 21-
0 shutout over Plainfield in
Plainfield. Seniors Keith Baker
and Tim Green, and junior Marcus
Green led the furious defensive
attack that held the Cardinals’
offense to minus four yards. Full-
back/linebacker Marcus Green
had 30 rushing yards, including a
battering 14-yard TD run, and
had six receptions for 62 yards.
Baker had TD grabs of nine yards
and five yards to go with another
six-yard reception.

October 7, 2006: Big plays,
wild plays and interesting plays
caused a tidal wave of shifting
emotions in Union’s 35-30 vic-
tory over the Blue Devil football
team at Kehler Stadium. Senior
linebacker Will Harbaugh re-
corded 19 tackles. Linebacker

Scott Newman and corner Mike
Henry each recorded 13 tackles.
Sophomore Ricardo Johnson had
respective kickoff returns of 92
and 91 yards for TDs – WHS
record. JT Sheehan and Malcolm
Allen recovered fumbles that en-
abled quarterback Tom Bonard
to kick a 25-yard field goal. The
final big play came when Tyrell
Simmons scooped up a Farmer
fumble and returned it 26 yards
for a TD.

October 1, 2005: Westfield
quarterback Nick DeRosa scored
the first varsity TD on the new
turf field at Gary Kehler Stadium,
but the visiting Malcolm X.
Shabazz Bulldog football team
scored the next three to record a
22-7 victory.

October 1, 2004: Running
back Jamal Ingram and quarter-

back Chris Drechsel, behind the
brilliant blocking of their offen-
sive line, led the 3-1 Cranford
football team past host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 28-14. Wide
receiver Sean Smith had two re-
ceptions for 47 yards, including a
35-yard TD reception, and had a
crucial interception.

October 3, 2003: The 6-2
Blue Devil girls soccer team
squeezed past Metuchen, 2-0, in
Westfield. Aly Ludmer drilled a
kick into the upper right corner in
the first half and tri-captain Laura
Shelman buried the ball into the
net on a header in the second
half.

October 4, 2002: The Blue
Devil football team pounced on
the Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs
at the brand new Shabazz Sta-
dium in Newark and returned

with a 10-6 victory. Junior quar-
terback Jan Cocozziello com-
pleted a 20-yard TD strike to
tight end Brian Butts and Mike
DeFazio receptions of 59 yards
and 33-yards, and recovered a
fumble.

October 2, 1999: Keeping up
with “the Jones” can be very
difficult; especially if it refers to
senior Nathan Jones, who rushed
for 318 yards, snagged a 43-
yard pass reception, made two
interceptions and netted five TDs
as the unbeaten Raider football
team outran Westfield, 47-23, in
Scotch Plains. Blue Devil quar-
terback Ryan MacDonald hit Josh
Ray in the end zone for a seven-
yard TD, Chris Giacone had an
85-yard kickoff return for a TD
and halfback Diano Reavis had a
51-yard TD run.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (October 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEANING TOWARD THE GOAL LINE…Blue Devil running back Malcolm Allen, No. 33, leans
toward the goal line in the game against the Union Farmers. Allen had a six-yard touchdown
reception (October 7, 2006).

Fred Lecomte (September 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A SPECTACULAR DIVING GRAB…Raider fullback Marcus Green, No. 21, made six
receptions for 62 yards and had a 14-yard touchdown bash. From his linebacker position, he
delivered devastating tackles, including quarterback sacks and a saving tackle on a punt return
(September 29, 2007).
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No. 3 Raiders Nip Cougars on Girls Soccer Opening Day, 1-0

Story on page 7

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Cougar Boys Silence Bulldogs on Soccer ‘Senior Night’, 3-0
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* Blue Devils Roll Past Raiders in Field Hockey Opener, 3-1 *

Story on page 7
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