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REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshals Patrick D. Moore
of Scotch Plains, center (marching), and Alphonse Fantini of Fanwood (in jeep) lead the procession down Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains during Monday’s ceremony. The parade was canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Freeholders Adopt Budget;
Infrastructure Grants Told

Photo courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains/Facebook
SALUTE TO THE FALLEN...A gun salute, honoring those veterans who lost
their lives serving our country, is held as part of Monday’s Memorial Day
ceremony in Scotch Plains. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade
was canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Rescue Squad Still Busy Even
After Pandemic’s Peak

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As Rescue
Squad Month draws to a close amidst
the coronavirus pandemic, Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad Chief Carolyn
Sorge wants to reiterate that, “the
best protection for the public is what
I think at this point we all know: face
coverings like masks, hand-washing
and social distancing.”

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, she said her biggest
challenge during the largest health
crisis in memory has been ensuring
adequate manpower. “With the squad
being 100 percent volunteer, even
before the pandemic, staffing has
always been a challenge,” she said.
The squad — which is in its 83rd
year of service — presently has 45
active members plus 15 cadet mem-
bers and 25 college members, as
well as 10 non-riding but active mem-
bers.

Earlier this month, Ms. Sorge, who
has been a member of the squad for
32 years and is in her third year as
chief, called into the township coun-
cil meeting to accept a proclamation
declaring May as Rescue Squad
Month. She praised “the wonderful
group of volunteers” who she said
have been “pushing forward and put-
ting themselves in harm’s way” dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

She told The Times that “thou-
sands of dollars have been spent” on
boosting the squad’s supply of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE)
and related equipment, “in order to
keep members safe while respond-
ing to emergencies.”

While call volume related to
COVID-19 patients has “dropped
significantly” since the April peak,
“it does continue,” Ms. Sorge said.
She provided guidelines on when
people who suspect they may be
infected should call 9-1-1. “Persons
who have symptoms of COVID-19,
including fever and dry cough, should
first contact their physician and fol-
low their guidance,” she said. “This
will help to alleviate some of the
burden on the emergency medical
services system as well as the hospi-
tals. Not everyone who shows symp-
toms needs to go to the hospital,” she
emphasized.

She said that, “all the hospitals we
use have set forth protocols for trans-
port to their facilities, including tent
areas set up outside the actual emer-
gency department for triage” —
where incoming patients can be
safely evaluated and prioritized be-
fore being admitted to the main hos-
pital building.

Ms. Sorge expressed her appre-
ciation for the “generous donations
from the community in the form of
PPE, monetary contributions and
meals for our crews. We are very
appreciative for all donations.”

She also expressed her relief that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARMERS MARKET OPENS...The Scotch Plains Farmers Market opened for
the 2020 season last weekend, with merchants and shoppers masked and socially
distanced. The market operates Saturdays in the municipal parking lot on Park
Avenue.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board on Thursday
adopted the 2020 budget, which calls
for the first zero county tax increase
in nearly 20 years. Eleven towns will
see their tax levy decrease while the
other 10 will see county taxes in-
crease, according to documents ob-
tained by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Overall spending approved by the
board in the 8-to-0 vote is
$614,918,699, with $367,295,299 to
be raised in taxes, the same amount as
2019.

Locally, Westfield’s tax will be
$39,587,272, a decrease of
$1,226,493 from last year. The aver-
age assessed home will pay $3,811, a
decrease of $125 from last year.
Scotch Plains will pay $21,783,333,
a decrease of $250,729. The average
assessed home will pay $2,685, a
slight decrease of $32 from 2019.
Fanwood’s tax will be $6,159,782,
down $163,871. The average
homeowner’s tax will be $2,277,
down $74.

Garwood’s county tax will be
$3,596,655, a decrease of $142,147
from last year. The average borough
taxpayer will pay $1,952 in county
taxes, down $128 from last year.
Mountainside will pay $8,813,095,
down $288,099 from last year, with
the average homeowner paying
$2,960, a decrease of $154. Cranford
will pay $23,239,045, a drop of
$391,687 from last year’s tax. The
tax per home will average $2,570, a

decline of $44.
Taxes also will decrease in Berke-

ley Heights, Plainfield, Springfield,
Summit and Winfield. Taxes will in-
crease in Clark, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, New Provi-
dence, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle
Park and Union, according to county
documents.

“I am really just proud of the effort
(by the county) and the fact we could
deliver a zero-percent increase,” Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
said. “I think it is very helpful (to
county taxpayers.)

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
thanked the board for approving a flat
county tax but said the county could
have reduced the tax another $17
million while still maintaining a AAA
rating along with $63 million in sur-
plus which, he said, is 12 percent of
the budget.

He also said revenue “promised”
from the Union County Utilities Au-
thority “has now dropped from $2
million down to $500,000.”

Mr. Paterson also said the capital
budget portion of the spending plan
“is bloated,” noting that it includes
$3 million for furniture and $4 mil-
lion for vehicles. “This plan needs a
major overhaul for savings,” Mr.
Paterson said. He said the capital
budget could have been reduced
another $20 million, in his estima-
tion.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to award $1.5
million as part of the 2020 Infrastruc-
ture and Municipal Aid Grants Pro-
gram to all 21 towns in the county.

The grant is paid out of the proceeds
from the sale of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, which
was sold for $26 million in December
of 2014.

Locally, Fanwood is to receive
$50,000 for improvements to Pater-
son Road and phase 2 of improve-
ments on Ridgeway Avenue. Garwood
will garner $35,000 for sidewalk and
sanitary sewer repairs. Mountainside
is to get $50,000 for safety upgrades
to Borough Hall and for resurfacing
Dunn Parkway. Scotch Plains is to
receive $100,000 per the township’s
roadway assistance program.
Westfield was awarded $97,500 for
improvements to North Chestnut
Street, with Cranford to receive
$87,500 for Brookside Place drain-
age improvements.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance on second reading that County
Manager Ed Oatman explained re-
flects that the county counsel’s posi-
tion is now a three-year term. The
position, which is by appointment,
previously had no term length. A sepa-
rate resolution approved by the board
reduces County Counsel Robert
Barry’s salary from $179,996 to
$175,000.

Freeholder Mirabella said with re-
gards to COVID-19 that county resi-
dents need to “redouble our commit-
ment to stay the course and keep
encouraging each other in the weeks
ahead.

“Everybody seems to be in quite a
rush to open and get back to normal.
I am, too; however, it has to be done
the right way, taken into consider-
ation the right factors, using science
as a basis in moving forward so that
we don’t perpetuate this virus and
keep it around longer than it needs to
be,” he said. “So those people that
will try and push it along or rush back
into all of those different activities
that we are used to need to just really
be patient.

“So we’re not going to rush in Union
County. We’re going to take the
Governor’s advice and the protocols
that he has been delivering through the
executive orders and the rules coming
from the state. We just need to be in a
position to keep the momentum going
because it is working,” he said.

FILL THE TRUCKS...Local businesses, individuals and government officials have
partnered for a food drive collection benefiting Rahway Food for Friends. Several
drop-off locations will have trucks ready to accept donations on Friday, May 29.
Mountainside, 9 a.m. to noon, Liquid Church Mountainside Campus - 1180 Spruce
Drive, Mountainside.
Westfield, 9 a.m. to noon, 490 Otisco Drive, Westfield.
Garwood/Cranford, 9 a.m. to noon, Crossroads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood.
Scotch Plains, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Houdini Pizza Laboratory, 25 South Ave., Fanwood.
Fanwood, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Goddard School, 324 South Avenue, Fanwood.
Clark, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Arthur L. Johnson High School, 365 Westfield Avenue,
Clark.

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 15,293 cases, 1030 deaths
Cranford - 460 cases, 90 deaths

Fanwood - 92 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 268 cases, 13 deaths
Westfield - 274 cases, 37 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**
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Scotch Plains Council Passes
Budget With No Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council on Tuesday unanimously
adopted the 2020 municipal operating
budget — with a flat tax rate for the
municipal portion of property taxes —
while also sounding cautious about some
revenue assumptions given the state’s
fiscal woes due to the effects of the
coronavirus pandemic and shutdown.

The $26.03-million budget will be
funded by $15.4 million in property
taxes, $3.6 million of township surplus
funds, several million dollars in miscel-
laneous revenues, including $800,000
in construction code fees and $145,000
for cell tower rentals, and $2.2 million in
state aid. Township Manager Al
Mirabella said at Tuesday’s special meet-
ing that it is anticipated at the present
time that the provision of the state aid
will be delayed, likely until October, due
to the sharp hit that state finances are
taking amidst the virus and shutdown of
the past two months.

Mayor Alexander Smith also sounded
a note of caution, saying that he has been
hearing of “potential problems” with
state aid. For that reason, he has been
vocal in his support of proposed con-
gressional legislation that would ear-
mark new federal aid dollars for smaller
municipalities. The current round of fed-
eral aid enacted in late March is set to go

to municipalities with populations larger
than many area towns, including Scotch
Plains, that fall below the population
thresholds included in that earlier legis-
lation.

Several governing body members,

including the mayor and Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo, emphatically urged Mr.
Mirabella and the township staff to spend
wisely and prudently, given some of the
fiscal uncertainties that could negatively


