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• Our nurses maintain constant contact with our 
clients and families

• All caregivers are appropriately equipped with PPE
• We help with grocery shopping, meal preparation 

and light housekeeping

Homewatch CareGivers has established safety protocols for our 
staff, in compliance with Center for Disease Control guidelines.

The safety and care  

for your loved one is  

our primary concern.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Blood Drive to Be Held on Thursday
CLARK — A blood drive will be

held on Thursday, June 4, from 1:30 to
7:30 p.m., to help meet the urgent need
for donations. It will take place at Clark
Rescue Squad headquarters, located at
875 Raritan Road, Clark.

Appointments are required. To sched-
ule an appointment, call (800) 933-
2566 or go to https://tinyurl.com/
clarkblooddrive. For more information,
contact Genevieve Toscano at (732)
672-5281 or gtoscano@nybc.org.

Walk-ins will only be allowed if so-
cial distancing can be maintained. Do-

nors’ temperatures will be taken prior to
being allowed to start the donation pro-
cess. Donors must wear face covering.

Participants are reminded to eat and
drink before donating and to bring their
Donor Identification or identification
with their name and photo.

For other donation locations, visit
NYBC.org/blood. Eligibility ques-
tions may be directed to 1 (800) 688-
0900 or 1 (800) 933-2566, or inter-
ested persons can access nybc.org/
donate-blood/become-donor/can-i-
donate-blood/.

WECOMING SPRING...Nicole Ozturan, of the Garden Club of Westfield, and
Craig Gibson, of the Westfield Department of Public Works, recently planted
spring flowers in seven containers in the center of town. The plants were donated
by Dave Williams of Williams Nursery.
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Lawsuit

thanked the board for approving a flat
county tax but said the county could
have reduced the tax another $17
million while still maintaining a AAA
rating along with $63 million in sur-
plus which, he said, is 12 percent of
the budget.

He also said revenue “promised”
from the Union County Utilities Au-
thority “has now dropped from $2
million down to $500,000.”

Mr. Paterson also said the capital
budget portion of the spending plan
“is bloated,” noting that it includes $3
million for furniture and $4 million
for vehicles. “This plan needs a major
overhaul for savings,” Mr. Paterson
said. He said the capital budget could
have been reduced another $20 mil-
lion, in his estimation.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to award $1.5
million as part of the 2020 Infrastruc-
ture and Municipal Aid Grants Pro-
gram to all 21 towns in the county.
The grant is paid out of the proceeds
from the sale of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, which
was sold for $26 million in December
of 2014.

Locally, Fanwood is to receive
$50,000 for improvements to Pater-
son Road and phase 2 of improve-
ments on Ridgeway Avenue. Garwood
will garner $35,000 for sidewalk and
sanitary sewer repairs. Mountainside
is to get $50,000 for safety upgrades
to Borough Hall and for resurfacing
Dunn Parkway. Scotch Plains is to
receive $100,000 per the township’s
roadway assistance program.
Westfield was awarded $97,500 for
improvements to North Chestnut
Street, with Cranford to receive
$87,500 for Brookside Place drain-
age improvements.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance on second reading that County
Manager Ed Oatman explained re-
flects that the county counsel’s posi-
tion is now a three-year term. The
position, which is by appointment,
previously had no term length. A sepa-
rate resolution approved by the board
reduces County Counsel Robert
Barry’s salary from $179,996 to
$175,000.

Freeholder Mirabella said with re-
gards to COVID-19 that county resi-
dents need to “redouble our commit-
ment to stay the course and keep
encouraging each other in the weeks
ahead.

“Everybody seems to be in quite a
rush to open and get back to normal.
I am, too; however, it has to be done
the right way, taken into consider-
ation the right factors, using science
as a basis in moving forward so that
we don’t perpetuate this virus and
keep it around longer than it needs to
be,” he said. “So those people that
will try and push it along or rush back
into all of those different activities
that we are used to need to just really
be patient.

“So we’re not going to rush in Union
County. We’re going to take the
Governor’s advice and the protocols
that he has been delivering through
the executive orders and the rules
coming from the state. We just need
to be in a position to keep the momen-
tum going because it is working,” he
said.
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were not naive as to our chances for
success going into the proceeding,”
Mr. McMahon told The Leader in an
email. “But, we respectfully disagree
with the court’s characterization of
the pleadings as ‘deficient’ or a waste
of anyone’s time.

“Nevertheless, we believe the is-
sues we raised were important, that
we made a strong case in support of a
small business owner desperate to
avoid financial ruin, and we will not
apologize for standing up for civil
liberties, no matter how much politi-
cians or their political machine dis-
like challenges to their power,” he
added. “We have zero tolerance for
public corruption and abuse of power
by public officials.”

The lawsuit comes as others in the
state have challenged Gov. Murphy’s
orders.

The state Republican party on
Thursday, along with four small busi-
nesses, sued Gov. Murphy, and a
Camden County gym last week
opened in defiance of the prohibi-
tions.

Mr. Petterway, who was not a plain-

tiff in the case, signed an affidavit as
part of Mr. McMahon’s lawsuit that
contended he was suffering terrible
financial harm. He added that the
government’s allowing of grocery,
convenience, hardware and liquor
stores, as well as marijuana dispensa-
ries, to be open seemed arbitrary since
they posed as much if not more dan-
ger from COVID-19 considering the
number of people allowed in those
facilities.

“It is unclear to me and no explana-
tion has been provided to how these
other businesses (both locally and in
other states) may operate yet I was
targeted and shut down despite my
engaging in…mitigation measures,”
Mr. Petterway said.

Mr. McMahon is well known to
government officials. He appeared
before the Mountainside borough
council in 2017 with a video that was
later used in a sexual harassment suit
against three high-ranking police of-
ficers, and he represented a woman
who was seriously injured in a car
crash with the daughter of a Westfield
police officer in January 2018.

The daughter was not cited in the
crash until a month after the accident,
although the police report found her
liable. The ticket was transferred to
Mountainside under municipal pros-
ecutor and former Westfield council-
man James Foerst, who eventually
dropped it. Then-Police Chief David
Wayman retired in August of that
year.

He also filed a complaint with the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office in
2019 over racial and sexual harass-
ment that led to then-Police Director
James Cosgrove’s resignation.

In the hearing that was conducted
by phone conference, Judge Vazquez
strongly criticized Mr. McMahon for
bringing the case, suggesting it did
not rise to the level of other matters
before him, such as prisoners seeking
to be released because of COVID-19.

He upbraided Mr. McMahon for
not submitting documents support-
ing his positions on several topics,
resulting in Mr. McMahon respond-
ing that he was doing his best in a
“time of tumult” and in the face of
Gov. Murphy’s “extraordinary state
action.”

“Counsel, you’re a lawyer. You’re
not a talking head on TV,” Judge
Vazquez shot back. “I understand this
is an extraordinary time, but you’re a
lawyer. You have access to online
research. If you’re going to give me a
TV sound bite for what we’re going
through, we’re not going to get any-
where.”

Mr. McMahon had told The Leader
the lawsuit may be moot in a few
weeks anyway.

“Since Gov. Murphy, (Friday) af-
ternoon, publicly stated that gyms
will be re-opening ‘within weeks,’ we
determined our lawsuit would no
longer be necessary and decided to
dismiss the case,” Mr. McMahon said.

Union County Prosecutor’s Office
spokesman Mark Spivey declined
comment and the attorney represent-
ing Westfield, Tom Jardim, did not
return a phone call.
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Seating
ing theoretically about the area’s po-
tential positive or negative feedback
from residents and business owners
alike.

The proposal suggests diners would
be able to make reservations and en-
joy a summer atmosphere, remaining
socially distant while escaping “our
new normal” for a while, Mr. Bailer
said.

“Restaurants on Eastman think (out-
door dining) is a good idea. Some
concerns regard the cleanup process.
Some restaurants would be happy to
assist while others said they would be
too busy,” Mr. Bailer said.

Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve stated that the outdoor
area should not be solely for addi-
tional or reserved restaurant seating,
but an open outdoor area for diners to
enjoy or where locals can sit at ran-
dom while enjoying a cup of coffee.

Mr. Maisonneuve said he could not
support the idea moving forward as
his initial vision and perception of the
outdoor area was different than what
was being discussed at Tuesday’s
meeting.

“Businesses have been shut down
for three months. We are trying to
spur business activity. Certainly, we
are not trying to hurt them,” said
Mayor Giblin in describing the town-
ship committee’s considerations.

In other business, the Fourth of
July fireworks display has been can-
celled as per Union County, stated
Mayor Giblin. No town in Union
County will be hosting fireworks this
year, the mayor added.

The township committee is consid-
ering beginning to prepare the Or-
ange Avenue and Centennial Pools to
be opened this summer, stated Steve
Robertazzi, director of parks and rec-
reation.

He said the cost to open the pools is
more than $72,000 per pool. At this
time last year the pool had pre-regis-
tered over 3,000 members, with over
8,000 members for both township
pools by the end of summer, stated
Mr. Robertazzi.

This year, only 295 members have
showed interest across all pools, Mr.
Robertazzi stated.

He said the township cannot open
its pools until Governor Phil Murphy
allows pools to open, an approval Mr.
Robertazzi said is still likely weeks
away at minimum.

“We’re still waiting on guidance
from Governor Murphy,” Mr.
Robertazzi said.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller
Prunty said she is concerned with the
impact opening the pools would have
on the utility’s budget. Ms. Prunty
said each pool costs roughly $300,000
or more to operate each summer.

“We’re not talking about a small
number. Opening both pools, you will
blow a hole in the budget,” Mayor
Giblin said.

Aside from extremely low mem-
bership interest from COVID
headwinds, Mr. Robertazzi said the
swim pool utility must consider re-
certifying lifeguards, the practicality
of social distancing around the pool
and admittance maximums at any one
time.

“Just simply prepping the pools
can be accomplished on rather short
notice, say 10 to 14 days,” he said.

Mr. Robertazzi said the swim pool
utility is going to prepare for both
positive and negative guidance from
Governor Murphy’s office as the sum-
mer progresses and be ready for what-
ever decision is appropriate as to
opening one, two, or no public pools
this summer.

common in towns like Westfield,
which have aging infrastructure in
their downtown areas. Councilman
Mark Parmalee clarified that the
tax revenue from these buildings
will not decrease due to this ordi-
nance, but will remain the same
until the improvements are reas-
sessed. Mr. Mlenak agreed, saying
that this abatement will “add to the
tax base incrementally.”

Councilman Mark LoGrippo,
who cast the dissenting vote, said
he had heard from concerned resi-
dents “who feel this is a sweetheart
deal” for developers or a “tax
break” for downtown building own-
ers. Councilwoman Linda Habgood
said that she saw this benefiting
the current landlords and property
owners to help them modernize
their spaces and make the proper-
ties more marketable to potential
renters. While this incentive may
cause a property owner to sell to a
developer, the goal of this is to
encourage current property own-
ers to make improvements they oth-
erwise would not, said Mr. Mlenak.
He also said there are safeguards

week had a successful virtual field
day and that Deerfield School was
scheduled to have its virtual field day
next week.

The next regular board of educa-
tion meeting will be held on Tuesday,
June 23.
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SID Tax
within the ordinance and statute,
“that ensure that these are true im-
provements” that will add to the
assessed value.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said she
does not view this as a tax break, but
rather a tax incentive. “There hasn’t
been a willingness to invest in prop-
erties and that’s why we are where
we are,” Mayor Brindle said. An
improved downtown will help raise
property values, so this is “an incen-
tive to invest in our community which
benefits all of us,” she stated.

Mayor Brindle also said the coun-
cil can consider expanding the ordi-
nance, so other property owners can
take part, if this proves to be suc-
cessful.

The council also officially
adopted the 2020 municipal bud-
get. Mayor Brindle said the tax levy
has an increase of 1.95 percent,
which equates to approximately $55
per average home. The mayor also
said that the county taxes will have
a reduction average of $125 per
household, which should help resi-
dents offset the municipal increase.
The impact from COVID-19 on next
year’s budget “is difficult to pre-
dict,” she said, but the council is
currently taking that into consider-
ation and “will need to adapt as the
reality of our finances take shape.”
The budget passed with an 8-to-1
vote. Mr. LoGrippo was the sole
dissenter.

The next meeting of the govern-
ing body will take place on Tues-
day, June 9.
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