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Freeholders Adopt Budget;
Infrastructure Grants Told

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board on Thursday
adopted the 2020 budget, which calls
for the first zero county tax increase
in nearly 20 years. Eleven towns will
see their tax levy decrease while the
other 10 will see county taxes in-
crease, according to documents ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader.

Overall spending approved by the
board in the 8-to-0 vote is
$614,918,699, with $367,295,299 to
be raised in taxes, the same amount as
2019.

Locally, Westfield’s tax will be
$39,587,272, a decrease of
$1,226,493 from last year. The aver-
age assessed home will pay $3,811, a
decrease of $125 from last year.
Scotch Plains will pay $21,783,333,
a decrease of $250,729. The average
assessed home will pay $2,685, a
slight decrease of $32 from 2019.
Fanwood’s tax will be $6,159,782,
down $163,871. The average
homeowner’s tax will be $2,277,
down $74.

Garwood’s county tax will be
$3,596,655, a decrease of $142,147
from last year. The average borough
taxpayer will pay $1,952 in county
taxes, down $128 from last year.
Mountainside will pay $8,813,095,
down $288,099 from last year, with
the average homeowner paying
$2,960, a decrease of $154. Cranford
will pay $23,239,045, a drop of
$391,687 from last year’s tax. The
tax per home will average $2,570, a
decline of $44.

Taxes also will decrease in Berke-
ley Heights, Plainfield, Springfield,
Summit and Winfield. Taxes will in-
crease in Clark, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, New Providence,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park and
Union, according to county docu-
ments.

“I am really just proud of the effort
(by the county) and the fact we could
deliver a zero-percent increase,” Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
said. “I think it is very helpful (to
county taxpayers.)

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson

Paul Lachenauer for The Wesfield Leader
WE WILL NEVER FORGET...Veterans give a salute at Westfield’s World War
I Memorial following the dedication of the wreath during Monday’s Memorial
Day ceremony.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
NO CONTACT DONATIONS...Members of the Westfield Police Department
collected donations for the Westfield Food Pantry at Westfield High School on
Friday.

FILL THE TRUCKS...Local businesses, individuals and government officials have
partnered for a food drive collection benefiting Rahway Food for Friends. Several
drop-off locations will have trucks ready to accept donations on Friday, May 29.
Mountainside, 9 a.m. to noon, Liquid Church Mountainside Campus - 1180 Spruce
Dr., Mountainside.
Westfield, 9 a.m. to noon, 490 Otisco Dr., Westfield.
Garwood/Cranford, 9 a.m. to noon Crossroads, 78 North Ave., Garwood.
Scotch Plains, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Houdini Pizza Laboratory, 25 South Ave., Fanwood.
Fanwood, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Goddard School, 324 South Ave., Fanwood.
Clark, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Arthur L. Johnson High School, 365 Westfield Ave., Clark.

Attorney Drops Suit After Judge
Refuses to Allow Gym to Reopen

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A federal lawsuit
brought by a Westfield building owner
challenging Governor Phil Murphy’s
executive orders prohibiting or re-
stricting business activity to slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus has
been dropped after a judge dismissed
a request to allow a gym on the prop-
erty to reopen immediately.

Judge Michael Vazquez on May 21
rejected a request for a temporary
restraining order in a suit brought by
local attorney Joshua McMahon on
behalf of his company that owns the
building at 123 South Avenue. Mr.
McMahon sued Police Chief Chris-

topher Battiloro and Union County
Acting Prosecutor Lyndsay Ruotolo
after Westfield police officers ordered
a gym on the first floor of the building
at 123 South Avenue closed on May
6.

“I have to be honest, your (lawsuit)
is patently deficient legally and pro-
cedurally,” Judge Vazquez told Mr.
McMahon, according to a copy of the
transcript of the May 21 hearing ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader.

“I have to be frank, counsel, you’re
an officer of the court. There are so
many errors in this filing that I don’t
know where to start,” the judge said.

At issue was the appearance by
Westfield police at Rowdell’s Fitness

on May 6 and officers ordering the
owner, Rowdell Petterway, to close
his one-on-one fitness training cen-
ter.

Mr. McMahon’s lawsuit argued that
Gov. Murphy’s executive orders, fol-
lowing his declaration of a state emer-
gency issued on March 9, were un-
constitutional in that they took away
property from Mr. Petterway, i.e. his
income from the business, without
the due process of law that requires
the government to apply “strict scru-
tiny” to the requirements the govern-
ment was imposing.

He sued Chief Battiloro and Ms.
Ruotolo since they were enforcing
the orders. He named his real estate
company as the plaintiff by arguing
during the hearing that it was a “third-
party victim” of the violations.

Judge Vazquez, a 2016 appointee
of then-President Barack Obama, took
exception to Mr. McMahon’s naming
his realty company as the plaintiff,
suggesting it was not suffering from
irreparable harm since rent payments
are due the first of the month and his
company had not missed any.

“Obtaining an injunction against
the government in federal court dur-
ing COVID has proven virtually im-
possible around the country, so we

Paul Lachenauer for The Wesfield Leader
HONORING THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle,
Police Chief Chris Battiloro, first responders and veterans stand at the start of Westfield’s
Memorial Day ceremony at the World War I Memorial. Due to the coronavirus, all
attendees wore masks. The traditional parade was cancelled due to the pandemic.

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 15,293 cases, 1,030 deaths
Cranford - 460 cases, 90 deaths

Fanwood - 92 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 268 cases, 13 deaths
Westfield - 274 cases, 37 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Twp. Committee Discusses
Downtown Outside Seating

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed the public plaza
open seating area which has been
proposed along Eastman Avenue and
Alden Street at Tuesday’s workshop
agenda meeting. Business owners
have provided mixed feedback, with
some fully supporting a temporary
outdoor seating area while others have
voiced concerns about the additional
seating negatively impacting their
takeout business, Commissioner Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. stated.

Downtown Management Corpora-
tion Director Gabe Bailer said an
outdoor seating area filled with prop-
erly-distanced dining tables would
include official traffic barricades,
possibly even some sort of remov-

able turf, and additional plantings to
make the area aesthetically more en-
joyable for diners.

The township committee for the
second meeting in a row decided to
examine the Downtown Management
Corporation’s proposal closer before
a resolution will be proposed for a
vote. The governing body could not
come to a unanimous decision on
how particularly the area should be
utilized. However, the committee
unanimously agreed the material im-
pact should be a positive one for
Cranford residents, business owners
and downtown visitors if any arrange-
ment is finalized.

Mr. Bailer said business owners
along Eastman Avenue and Alden
Street provided initial feedback say-
ing they are receptive to an outdoor
seating area. He said the additional
dining area would be maintained by
the restaurants, assuring all the tables
will be properly disinfected and so-
cial guidelines will be followed.

“We are not trying to make this
permanent. We are trying to balance
the needs of a different environment.
Cranford is a downtown dining expe-
rience,” Mayor Patrick Giblin said.

The area would be blocked off by
barricades every Thursday through
Monday. A test-run period for the
outdoor area setup would take place
from June into July, Mr. Bailer said.

“We can see how it goes, see if it is
working,” said Mayor Giblin, speak-
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Town Council Takes Next
Step For SID Tax Law

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday passed the first phase of a
“Five Year Tax Exemption and Abate-
ment Law” ordinance, with a vote of
8 to 1, for homes and businesses
located in the Special Improvement
District (SID). The ordinance classi-
fies the area as an area “in need of
rehabilitation,” allowing the town to
incentivize businesses with short-term
tax abatements.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, the SID encom-
passes “both sides of Elmer Street in

the northeast section of town from
North Avenue to Broad Street, both
sides of Elm Street from Walnut Street
in the north, to both sides of North
and South Avenues from the western
edge of the Lord & Taylor property to
Elmer Street on the north side of the
NJ Transit train tracks and Central
Avenue on the south side.” Reports
are that Lord & Taylor plans to liqui-
date all of its remaining 38 stores.
The property is owned by Hudson
Bay Company, which sold Lord &
Taylor operations and brand to Le
Tote in November.

The designation gives the town the
option to offer tax incentives to prop-
erty owners to upgrade or improve
their property. If a property owner
chooses to renovate his or her prop-
erty, he or she is not obligated to pay
the higher taxes on the increased value
of the property resulting from the
improvement for five years.

Steve Mlenak, an attorney for The
Redevelopment & Land Use and Real
Estate Development departments at
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis
LLP, who presented the information
to the council Tuesday night, said the
ordinance can be used for single-
family homes, multiple-family homes
and commercial properties. Property
owners within the SID can qualify by
making improvements, adding new
construction, or converting the use of
the property to one of the above cat-
egories. The terms of the law are
different for single-family residences
and commercial properties. Single-
family homes will get a tax “exemp-
tion of up to $25,000 of the value of
the improvements” for five years. On
year six, homeowners would pay taxes
on the full amount of the home’s
assessed value.

The most common plan for com-
mercial properties is called the
“Phase-In,” said Mr. Mlenak. In the
first year of the “phase in,” building
owners would owe all taxes assessed
in the prior year plus 20 percent of the
tax levy total after the building has
been reassessed. Twenty-percent in-
creases would follow every year until
100 percent of the assessed value is
reached.

Mr. Mlenak said this incentive is

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — With Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy having recently
announced that outdoor graduations
would be a possibility for New Jersey
schools starting in July, members of
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion discussed the prospect of an out-
door commencement for the borough
at the board’s Tuesday evening meet-
ing held via Google chat.

Board member Dante Gioia noted
that students will be going off to many
different high schools after gradua-
tion, and that it would be nice to have
a graduation ceremony or ceremo-
nies if it was possible. He also noted
that he thought the graduation could
be done without the awards to sim-
plify the event. The borough has two
kindergarten-to-grade-8 schools,
Deerfield and Beechwood.

Superintendent of Schools Janet
Walling stated that it was a good idea
to look into; however, she was not
sure of the parameters that would be
set forth for the event.

Ms. Walling stated that according
to state stipulations, as of now only
25 people are allowed to be together
in an assembly. She noted that she
thought this number will change, but
as of now, that would mean only ap-

proximately five students could gradu-
ate at a time. She said that there are 95
graduates this year.

Right now, Ms. Walling stated that
graduation was scheduled for
Wednesday, June 17, as a virtual com-
mencement. She added that she and
other administrators will look into all
possibilities.

In other business, it was announced
that sixth-grade student Michael
Healy was the second-place winner
of the third annual poster contest for
“Project Help.”

This project was started in 2016 to
serve homeless veterans in northern
New Jersey and has since expanded
throughout the state to provide finan-
cial support services and legal assis-
tance. A major function of the non-
profit agency has been with place-
ment and housing assistance for the
veterans.

Officials announced that this year’s
poster contest was focused on the
group’s Project Help Bus, which is a
mobile closet for veterans and source
for strengthening career skills.

It was noted that Michael also was
awarded an honorable mention in last
year’s contest.

In separate business, it was an-
nounced that Beechwood School last
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