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Summer Camp Cancelled;
Alternatives to Be Sought

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recre-
ation commission on Monday for-
mally cancelled the township’s sum-
mer camp programs due to con-
cerns about the coronavirus out-
break but vowed to look into alter-
native activities where possible.

More than 300 youths are regis-
tered for the two summer camp pro-
grams at Brookside Park, and town-

ship Recreation Director DJ
Salvante said having that many con-
gregating on a daily basis would be
“too big a risk” to campers and
staff. The priority, he said, is the
“safety of our campers and the safety
of our staff.” Even if temperature
checks were instituted and health
professionals were on site, getting
campers to adhere to social-distanc-
ing guidelines would be a “chal-
lenge.”

He said the recreation department
has been following state and fed-
eral health guidelines and is also
consulting with national and state
camp and recreation associations
on whether summer camp programs
this year are viable. One option con-
sidered and dispensed with, thanks
to a survey of families with regis-
tered campers, was to hold a virtual
camp. A majority of survey respon-
dents were opposed to such an idea,
Mr. Salvante said, with an overrid-
ing sentiment being that school-age
children have already spent a great
deal of time sitting inside their house
in front of a computer screen during
classroom learning.

The commission instead will
spend the next two weeks brain-
storming ideas for alternative pro-
grams that could operate safely over
the summer months, and several
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NOT FORGOTTEN...Despite it being closed for the past two months, a Scotch
Plains dance studio hasn't forgotten its student dancers.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK IN ACTION...As some public places began to reopen, last weekend's
spring-like weather brought out the golfers, including those at Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains.
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REMEMBERING OUR VETS.. Although the traditional Memorial Day ceremonies and parade have been canceled this
year, dozens of banners honoring local military veterans have been hung throughout downtown Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Introduces Budget
With Bleak Revenue Forecast

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council introduced a borough bud-
get Monday night of $9,520,856 of
which $6,776,445 will be raised in
municipal property taxes. The bud-
get comes as revenues are down
significantly as a result of the state

shutdown from Coronavirus pan-
demic.

In addition to the borough tax,
Fanwood’s portion of the school tax
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District is $20,869,539 with
the Union County tax estimated at
$6,635,188.

Acting Business Administrator
Fred Tomkins, who also serves chief
financial officer, said the county
and Fanwood budgets have all seen
dramatic revenue decreases since
the COVID-19 pandemic has com-
menced.

For the first time in recent memory
if ever, Fanwood’s budget hurdles
included “uncertain revenue collec-
tion,” Mr. Tomkins said.

“We went back and cut some
things,” he explained.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and council
have worked alongside Mr. Tomkins
to limit any possible tax increase
which will arise from COVID-19
associated revenue loss.

Mr. Tomkins said the 2020 bud-
get was reduced nearly a half-mil-
lion dollars below the 2019 spend-
ing plan of $10,013,875.

“We have already re-appropriated
some funds from the open space
trust to keep the tax levy from going
up more than it has too,” Mr.
Tomkins said.

Council President Erin McElroy
Barker explained that the funds will
be used for operating expenses re-
lated to environmental, recreation
and historic preservation items.

Fanwood’s open space trust has
additional funds verse previous
years because of additional revenues
collected from reevaluation, stated
Mr. Tomkins.

“The state has enormous losses in
revenue. Income tax, sales tax, cor-
porate tax, are off by over 60 per-
cent. Sales tax and income tax rev-
enues are directly related to condi-
tions of the economy,” Mr. Tomkins
said.

He said traditionally, Fanwood
will finalize their annual budget and
expected tax levy between the first
and second quarters, Mr. Tomkins
explained. However, this year Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy asked local gov-
ernments to offer residents third
quarter property tax estimations
which will be finalized later in the
year.

Although, Fanwood extended the
property tax deadline until June 1
verse the traditional May 1 dead-
line, “almost all” or a large portion
of Fanwood’s property tax revenue
has been collected, stated Mr.
Tomkins. Roughly, $400,000 to
$500,000 remains uncollected as of
Monday’s meeting, stated Mr.
Tomkins.

Fanwood’s affected revenue
sources include municipal court
fees, train station parking, and rent-
als in the parks, which all have been
reduced to zero for several months
since COVID guidelines began,
stated Mr. Tomkins. He said Bor-
ough Hall remained operational, but
the municipal court has been closed,
less people or almost no commuters
utilizing the pay-for-parking spots
at the train station, and use of parks
and recreation facilities has been
drastically minimized.

He said Fanwood’s revenue losses
are permanent in terms of the 2020
budget, explaining that when bud-
geting, the borough’s leadership
cannot anticipate revenue which will
“never be collected.”

Municipal parking revenue was
$308,938 in 2019 while only
$250,000 in 2020, stated Mr.
Tomkins.

“We have done what we have to
do. (We have) moved some things
around,” Mr. Tomkins said.

He also expressed his concern
that state officials have said
$755,000 the borough anticipates
from the state from the energy re-
ceipts tax might be in jeopardy or at
the very least delayed.

“This is not insignificant in a $10-
million budget,” Mr. Tomkins said.

He noted that payments in lieu of
taxes are projected to increase to
$358,000 from last year’s figure of
$227,353. He said this was from the
Station Square at Fanwood coming
online.

Mayor Mahr highlighted some

Garwood Seeing Leveling
Off of COVID-19 Cases

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Mayor Sara
Todisco addressed the telephonic
audience at Thursday evening’s
council meeting giving a COVID-
19 update for the Borough.  Mo-
ments of silence were observed for
the two Garwood residents who also
lost their battle to complications of
the disease.

Mayor Todisco noted that in the
last two months there had been 41
reported positive cases within the
borough with the two fatalities.

She also reported that as of last
Thursday there have not been any
new cases of COVID-19 reported
in Garwood since May 1.

The mayor and all council mem-
bers thanked all of the borough’s
essential workers for their hard work
over the last eight weeks. They also
asked residents to supporting all
Garwood businesses.

The Mayor encouraged residents
to take advantage of curbside pick-

up in Garwood for businesses and
restaurants.

As in earlier reports, the Mayor
also gave the COVID-19 hotline
number which is 1-800-222-1222
for general questions. She noted
that this hotline number was avail-
able 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-
week and had multi-language capa-
bility. In addition, the Westfield
Regional Health Department was
noted as (908) 789-1500.

In other business, it was discussed
and decided that $380,000 awarded
in New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation money from the 2020 grant
would be used to re-do curbing for
the 200 block of Third Avenue as
well as Oak Street, Cedar Street and
Hazel Avenue. It was noted that the
money awarded was $100,000 more
than had been awarded last year. It
was also noted that the remaining
$200,000 of the project’s cost would
be funded through a bond ordinance.

At the start of the meeting an
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SOCIAL DISTANCING AT TRADER JOE’S...Social-distancing and other re-
strictions are still leading to lines to enter some stores, including Trader Joe’s in
Westfield on Sunday morning.
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Local Leaders to Aid
Reopening of Economy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Two local officials over-
seeing revitalization efforts in their
own downtowns also will be involved
in advising the state government as
New Jersey begins to reopen busi-
nesses and its economy in the weeks
and months ahead.

Earlier this month, Governor Phil
Murphy established the Restart and
Recovery Advisory Council that will
provide state officials with input and
counsel as the state slowly begins to
restart business activity that has been
mostly shut since mid-March due to
the coronavirus pandemic that has
claimed nearly 11,000 lives in the
Garden State. The council will have
nine subcommittees, including one
devoted to “Main Street” issues. Rob-
ert Zuckerman, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), and Thomas Strowe,
downtown redevelopment coordina-
tor in Scotch Plains, will be among
those serving on that subcommittee
and also advising the full Restart and
Recovery Advisory Council.

Mr. Zuckerman and Mr. Strowe are

members of the board of directors of
Downtown New Jersey (DNJ), a non-
profit organization that describes it-
self as a group of individuals, busi-
nesses, developers, government agen-
cies and local and regional entities
that are “passionate about down-
towns.” DNJ itself will be heavily
involved with the council’s efforts,
and DNJ’s executive director,
Courtenay Mercer, said last week that,
“the key to a successful reopening is
that consumers feel confident that the
businesses they patronize are clean
and safe, and that employees and fel-
low customers are able to practice
proper social-distancing safety pro-
tocols to minimize the possibility of
transmitting infection.”

Mr. Strowe, who has overseen
Scotch Plains’ downtown redevelop-
ment efforts since mid-2017, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he wants, “to ensure that the voice of
Main Street New Jersey, our down-
towns and all small businesses are
being heard and incorporated” into
the state’s strategy for reopening. “The
economic needs of small businesses

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 15,031 cases, 977 deaths
Cranford - 433 cases, 87 deaths

Fanwood - 88 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 258 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 271 cases, 37 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**
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