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‘Virtual’ Pizza Run Proposed to
Replace Uncertain Annual Race

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A local fitness
coach proposed a virtual road race as a
replacement for the annual Westfield
5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza, one
of several initiatives discussed Mon-
day night by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) in preparation for
emerging from the Coronavirus 2019
(COVID-19) shutdown.

Sam Tooley, a 2001 Westfield High
School (WHS) graduate and owner of
Alpha Performance Studio in Garwood,
suggested he would handle logistics for
the event on Sunday, July 19, a day
before the 19th running of the pizza
race was scheduled.

The proceeds from the $35 registra-
tion fee would go to benefit the busi-
nesses in downtown Westfield, or how-
ever the DWC saw fit, Mr. Tooley told
the panel.

“The Pizza Run is like a national holi-
day for me,” Mr. Tooley said. “I’m one of
the few running nerds in town, who, just
like, savors the day. That said, I think we
can make this a pretty special thing. At
least that’s my ambition to do so.”

DWC Executive Director Bob
Zuckerman said Mr. Tooley was asking
for a $2,500 fee to run the race, which
board member and meeting chairman
Lew Kimble said did not require a vote.
Mr. Kimble, however, added that board
treasurer Jerry Eicke needed to be con-
sulted to “see where it fits into the

funding budget.”
Although not providing complete

details, Mr. Tooley explained the event
in the context of the virtual Greta’s Run,
another traditional Westfield race that
was held virtually this past week in
memory of WHS freshman Greta
Schoenemann, who was killed in 2002
by a falling tree branch.

A virtual race is one in which partici-
pants register, select their own course
and run at a time of their choosing.
Times are then submitted to a central
collection point. Mr. Tooley, who has
run two such races, said there would be
no winner. He said it would be held to
raise money for the downtown busi-
nesses and keep the tradition of the
race, which although a date had been
set Mr. Zuckerman mentioned out the
outset of the meeting it was “highly
unlikely.”

Presumably, Mr. Zuckerman was re-
ferring to social-distancing require-
ments and other restrictions that would
not permit the race. But some board
members also referred to previous dis-
cussions of discontinuing the Pizza Run,
asserting that a new race director needed
to be found and that they believe the
event had lost its intent of promoting
downtown businesses.

“We were going to go with the Down-
town Westfield Virtual Pizza Run,” Mr.
Tooley said. “One of the tag lines that I
think it was Nicki (McAuliffe, DWC
communications manager) came up said

‘Raising Dough for Downtown Busi-
nesses,’ which I thought was awesome.”

Discussion of the proposed race pre-
ceded Mr. Zuckerman’s announcement

Rescue Squad Continues to
Respond During Pandemic

Photo courtesy of The Westfield Rescue Squad
ON THE FRONT LINES...Members of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad wear Tyvek body suits to help
prevent transmission of the coronavirus. Pictured are
EMTs Dan Faldraga, who serves as ambulance lieuten-
ant, and Neema Enayati.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) has
served the Town of Westfield and its
residents since 1951 and con-
tinues to be an entirely volun-
teer-run organization. They
provide their service for free
and are completely supported
through donations. David
Sloan, president of the WVRS,
spoke with The Westfield
Leader last week about the
squad’s experience during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In mid-March, when the
coronavirus began to gain
speed, Mr. Sloan and the
squad’s EMS Chief, Sergio
Guzman, reached out to all
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (EMTs), dispatchers,
drivers, probationary crew,
and other squad members and
asked if each was comfort-
able with continuing to serve
during the pandemic. “With
all of these people being vol-
unteers, we didn’t want them
to feel unsafe or uncomfort-
able,” Mr. Sloan said.

A majority of the dispatch-
ers, who are older and in a
more vulnerable population,
and a small number of riding
EMTs decided to stay home and pro-
tect themselves from possible expo-
sure, said Mr. Sloan. Other volunteer
squad members stepped up and helped
fill the gaps in the schedule. One
particular volunteer dispatcher, Chris
Beck, who Mr. Sloan referred to as “a
gem in this scenario,” has covered

dispatch shifts almost every day since
mid-March. Mr. Sloan said the squad
members who helped out by volun-
teering extra time were able to help
the squad fill almost every shift.

The squad did take many extra pre-
cautions to reduce the risk of
coronavirus transmission. One way
was added personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). Squad members wear
Tyvek suits and face shields, in addi-
tion to N-95 masks and gloves, when
dispatched to a COVID potential or
COVID positive individual.

In an effort to better utilize PPE
resources, WVRS shared PPE with
the Westfield Police Department. For
example, the two units traded small
and extra-large gloves to ensure all
police officers and squad members

had appropriately sized equipment,
Mr. Sloan said.

Mr. Sloan also said the squad has
taken “significant measures” to clean
all the equipment. After every call the

squad sanitizes the ambulance
and instruments with bleach
wipes and utilizes an ultraviolet
(UV) light to further decontami-
nate the ambulances. If war-
ranted, the UV light can also be
used to sanitize the interior of
the WVRS building.

Another precaution was a re-
duction in members riding on
the ambulances. Most teams are
run by three members: a driver,
an EMT, and a probationary
member who is studying to be-
come an EMT. Upon the recom-
mendation from the New Jersey
Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, the WVRS reduced the
number from three members to
two. Probationary members
helped at the squad house dur-
ing their shifts.

The three highest calls the
WVRS typically responds to are
falls, followed by respiratory
distress (difficulty breathing),
and then “general not feeling
well” situations. While the
amount of respiratory distress
calls increased approximately 50
percent compared to monthly

averages, the total number of calls
were almost “spot on” to last year’s
March and April statistics, said Mr.
Sloan. There have also been less
motor-vehicle accident calls since
there are less people on the roads.

While they have had some sus-
pected COVID-19 calls to individual
homes, most of the COVID related
calls were at the local nursing homes
and assisted-living facilities in the
area.

During the height of the pandemic,
Mr. Sloan said the wait to get into

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SOCIAL DISTANCING AT TRADER JOE’S...Social distancing and other restrictions are still leading to lines to enter some
stores, including Trader Joe’s in Westfield on Sunday morning.

MARVELOUS MOMS...Diane Kontra holds a newly-delivered “Marvelous
Mountainside Mom” T-shirt. The Mountainside Restoration Committee sold the
T-shirts to benefit #mountainsidecares, helping in local pandemic relief. See
related article on Page 10.

Garwood Seeing Leveling
Off of COVID-19 Cases

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Sara
Todisco addressed the telephonic
audience at Thursday evening’s coun-
cil meeting giving a COVID-19 up-
date for the Borough.  Moments of
silence were observed for the two
Garwood residents who also lost their
battle to complications of the disease.

Mayor Todisco noted that in the
last two months there had been 41
reported positive cases within the
borough with the two fatalities.

She also reported that as of last
Thursday there have not been any
new cases of COVID-19 reported in
Garwood since May 1.

The mayor and all council mem-
bers thanked all of the borough’s es-
sential workers for their hard work
over the last eight weeks. They also

asked residents to supporting all
Garwood businesses.

The Mayor encouraged residents
to take advantage of curbside pick-up
in Garwood for businesses and res-
taurants.

As in earlier reports, the Mayor
also gave the COVID-19 hotline num-
ber which is 1-800-222-1222 for gen-
eral questions. She noted that this
hotline number was available 24-
hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week and
had multi-language capability. In ad-
dition, the Westfield Regional Health
Department was noted as (908) 789-
1500.

In other business, it was discussed
and decided that $380,000 awarded
in New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation money from the 2020 grant
would be used to re-do curbing for
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Local Leaders to Aid
Reopening of Economy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Two local officials over-
seeing revitalization efforts in their
own downtowns also will be involved
in advising the state government as
New Jersey begins to reopen busi-
nesses and its economy in the weeks
and months ahead.

Earlier this month, Governor Phil
Murphy established the Restart and
Recovery Advisory Council that will
provide state officials with input and
counsel as the state slowly begins to
restart business activity that has been
mostly shut since mid-March due to
the coronavirus pandemic that has
claimed nearly 11,000 lives in the
Garden State. The council will have
nine subcommittees, including one
devoted to “Main Street” issues. Rob-
ert Zuckerman, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), and Thomas Strowe, down-
town redevelopment coordinator in
Scotch Plains, will be among those

serving on that subcommittee and also
advising the full Restart and Recovery
Advisory Council.

Mr. Zuckerman and Mr. Strowe are
members of the board of directors of
Downtown New Jersey (DNJ), a non-
profit organization that describes it-
self as a group of individuals, busi-
nesses, developers, government agen-
cies and local and regional entities that
are “passionate about downtowns.”
DNJ itself will be heavily involved
with the council’s efforts, and DNJ’s
executive director, Courtenay Mercer,
said last week that, “the key to a suc-
cessful reopening is that consumers
feel confident that the businesses they
patronize are clean and safe, and that
employees and fellow customers are
able to practice proper social-distanc-
ing safety protocols to minimize the
possibility of transmitting infection.”

Mr. Strowe, who has overseen
Scotch Plains’ downtown redevelop-
ment efforts since mid-2017, told The

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 15,031 cases, 977 deaths
Cranford - 433 cases, 87 deaths

Fanwood - 88 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 258 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 271 cases, 37 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Westfield BOE Approves
Distance-Learning Updates

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last week the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion reached out to all districts re-
questing updates on emergency edu-
cation plans due to the coronavirus
pandemic, said Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Dolan at Tuesday’s vir-
tual board of education meeting.
Some of the updates required by the
state are the overall structure of
distance learning, reaching students
with disabilities, equitable techno-
logical access, nutritional assistance
for students receiving free and re-
duced-price lunch, and summer pro-
gram plans.

Dr. Dolan described the structure
of Westfield’s distance learning as a

combination of interactive classes,
posted lessons that may be accessed
and revisited any time by students
and families, and submission of stu-
dent work through various means.
While all of these components are
available to students of all ages, Dr.
Dolan said it “looks very different”
depending on a student’s age.

Board member Robert Garrison
reported that there are on average
1,100 live meetings per day in the
district, roughly 6,000 a week when
teacher meetings and weekend “ex-
tra help” sessions are added in. Dr.
Dolan also said she would empha-
size the use of interactive classes to
the state because, “the essence of
education is the connection between
the teacher and student.”

Reaching students with disabili-
ties “has a wide range,” said Dr.
Dolan. “Our teachers, related ser-
vices professionals, child study team
members, our counselors are all
working with parents to support our
students with disabilities, no matter
what their disabilities are,” she said.
The district also is reaching out to
students who are English Language
Learners and their families to sup-
port them during this time.

Parents who need technology or
food assistance are encouraged to
reach out to their building principal
or to Dr. Dolan herself, who said
she will connect them with some-
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