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Police Chief Praises Officers,
Urges Social Distancing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “Our officers are
at their very best when things are at
their absolute worst,” Westfield Po-
lice chief Christopher Battiloro says,
speaking of his 61-officer staff and
their efforts over the past two months
since the coronavirus shut schools
and businesses, forced people to
quarantine at home and upended the
daily routines of the town’s 30,000
residents. “This is true right now.”
And keeping his officers safe and
healthy has been his biggest chal-
lenge.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader,
Chief Battiloro said that early in the
pandemic, “we had four officers al-
most immediately test positive. We
thought it was going to sweep through
here and knock us completely out,
but we’ve been lucky since.”

He credited “very conscious and
concerted efforts to keep our work-
place, in particular our patrol cars
that are shared among officers, as

clean as possible.” He said a local
cleaning service has provided, at no
cost, disinfectant materials as well
as professional laundry services for
cleaning towels while the public
schools maintenance staff decon-
taminates common rooms and hold-
ing cells on a weekly basis. The
Public Works Department has built
an enclosed outdoor hot-water
shower for decontaminating officers
and the chief said all two-officer
patrols have been eliminated.

The police department, he said,
has refocused its attention and ef-
forts since March. “Traditional po-
lice work has obviously taken a nec-
essary back seat,” and with few cars
on the roads, “there have been far
fewer accidents and far fewer traffic
stops” for speeding and other viola-
tions.

Instead, Chief Battiloro said the
department has focused more on en-
forcing the dozens of executive and
administrative orders issued by Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy and the State Po-

lice. Between March 19 and last
Wednesday, the police department
conducted 1,794 self-initiated com-
pliance checks of parks, schools,
businesses, restaurants and houses
of worship — and while some viola-
tions have been found, no person or
business have been formally cited.
Instead, “we’ve been able to educate
people and achieve voluntary com-
pliance in almost all situations.” Un-
fortunately, “crime does not stop,
not even during a public health crisis
like a pandemic,” the police chief
told The Leader, noting that a car
was stolen last week, so “the crimi-
nals are still preying on us and the
show still goes on for us.” He said
police continue to patrol as part of an
effort “to create a high visibility po-
lice presence in the community.”

He provided some statistics show-
ing how the shutdown has lowered
the number of tickets issued and ar-
rests made. Last year, there were 70

Photo courtesy of Richard Pelikan
SNOW IN MAY?...A sudden snow squall went through Westfield Saturday
afternoon at 4:30 p.m.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
WHAT WILL THE FUTURE HOLD?...In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, many are wondering what the future for the
Lord & Taylor department store in Westfield holds after news reports that the 38-store chain was liquidating its stores.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HANDS...Liquid Church in Mountainside was one of five collection
points for Friday’s food drive benefiting Rahway Food for Friends. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Michael Esposito, Amy Radick, Thomas Nastasi, Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco and Tony Cuccaro.

Lord & Taylor Decisions May be
Accelerating Due to Coronavirus

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The COVID-19
outbreak that has stifled business ac-
tivity across the state, nation and world
appears to be accelerating the demise
of the Lord & Taylor department store
along North Avenue and hastening its
replacement.

Reuters reported on May 5 that
once restrictions imposed to slow the

spread of the flu-like coronavirus dis-
ease-2019, or COVID-19, are lifted,
the parent company of Lord & Taylor
plans to liquidate the inventory of its
remaining 38 mid-market retail stores.

The Reuters story quoted anony-
mous sources, and a spokeswoman
from Lord & Taylor parent company,
San Francisco-based Le Tote, would
neither confirm nor deny the report.

“The team is declining to comment
at this time,” Le Tote spokeswoman
Taylor Moss told The Westfield
Leader via email.

The revelation comes as the
Westfield Town Council approved
during its April 28 meeting the spe-
cial improvement district as an area
“in need of rehabilitation,” which al-
lows the municipality to incentivize
businesses with short-term tax abate-
ments.

The nearly seven acres occupied
by the Lord & Taylor store and two
parking lots sit on the southwestern
edge of the SID.

It also coincides with the planning
board’s ongoing study that could de-
clare several properties, including the

Lord & Taylor site and eight munici-
pal parking lots, as non-condemna-
tion areas “in need of redevelopment.”

A redevelopment designation gives
a municipality greater authority, in-
cluding long-term tax abatements such
as a PILOT, or payment in lieu of
taxes, that fixes a property owner’s
costs over periods of 20 years or
more.

The Reuters report comes two years
after Mayor Shelley Brindle initiated
contact with then-Lord & Taylor par-
ent Hudson Bay Company to discuss
the future of the property, which online
records indicate is assessed at
$22,138,500. Hudson Bay pays
$499,444 in taxes annually.

Although Hudson Bay sold Lord &
Taylor’s operations and brand to Le
Tote in November, it remained the
owner of the Westfield property.
Hudson Bay’s public relations de-
partment did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

“You didn’t have to be a genius to
figure out that in the day of the change
in retail, there is no way that a 150,000-

Cranford DMC Proposes
Expanded Outdoor Seating

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 14,203 cases, 899 deaths
Cranford - 417 cases, 81 deaths

Fanwood - 86 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 67 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 246 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 253 cases, 33 deaths

Overlook Hospital
Covid-19 Patients

April 10: 311; May 11: 77

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, at Monday’s workshop meet-
ing, discussed preliminary framework
and considerations for allowing
Cranford businesses to expand out-
door seating throughout the summer.

Cranford’s Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation (DMC) Director
Gabe Bailer proposed the public plaza
concept for implementation on
Eastman Street and Alden Street. In
adhering to the restrictions for the
COVID-19 coronavirus, the concept
would provide picnic-style tables per
state-distancing guidelines, made
available to the public for set time
periods throughout the summer, stated
Mr. Bailer.

He explained that the public plaza
concept is an innovative way for busi-
ness patrons to remain socially dis-
tanced while helping Cranford busi-
nesses remain competitive. The con-
cept provides not for additional seat-
ing for particular businesses, but a
picnic-style setting, stated Mr. Bailer.

Under the proposal, business pa-
trons would be able to choose their
favorite restaurant in the surrounding
area, purchase food, and then enjoy
the food at an open-air table with
their friends and family.

“Being proactive versus reactive is
critical,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Commissioner O’Connor said it is
important that everything which can
be done without disregarding public
safety will be done to protect Cranford
businesses.

Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve said the DMC and all
involved in the “plaza” planning
should consider the open spaces’ po-
sition to the sun throughout the day

and average temperature. Mr.
Maisonneuve said he was not against
the idea, but not considering how hot
the tables could get while set in direct
sunlight may misdirect the project’s
intended purpose.

DMC’s mission statement is “to
make it possible for business and
property owners to achieve their fi-
nancial goals and to enhance the com-
munity financially and aesthetically.”

The township committee has be-
gun reviewing temporary public plaza
costs including setup and mainte-
nance, stated Mayor Patrick Giblin.

Mr. Bailer provided cost quotes
suggesting a third-party company set-
ting up and deconstructing the plaza
would cost “roughly” $30,000. Mayor
Giblin said alternative pricing has
quoted a Cranford Public Works De-
partment plaza set-up and
deconstruction at $14,000, or half the
price.

The proposed plaza areas will have
picnic tables arranged while the road

Westfield Council Finds SID
‘In Need of Rehabilitation’

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil voted unanimously to declare the
municipality’s Special Improvement
District (SID) an “area in need of
rehabilitation” at its meeting held
via video conference Tuesday night,
giving it the authority to offer short-
term tax abatements to property
owners.

The action has been in the works
for more than two months and comes
a week after a Reuters report indi-
cated that the operator of the Lord &
Taylor retail chain is planning to
liquidate the inventory from its 38
stores, including the one on North
Avenue in Westfield, once the re-
strictions to limit the spread of the
flu-like coronavirus disease-2019,
or COVID-19, are lifted.

The SID, administered by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
stretches roughly from properties on
both sides of Elmer Street in the
northeast section of town from North
Avenue to Broad Street, both sides
of Elm Street from Walnut Street in
the north, to both sides of North and
South Avenues from the western edge
of the Lord & Taylor property to
Elmer Street on the north side of the
NJ Transit train tracks and Central
Avenue on the south side.

The resolution passed without any
discussion but came with approval
by the planning board, which re-
viewed the report prepared by Town
Planner Don Sammet.

The designation gives the town
the option to offer tax incentives to

property owners to upgrade or im-
prove their property. If a property
owner chooses to renovate his or her
property, he or she is not obligated to
pay the higher taxes on the increased
value of the property resulting from
the improvement for five years.

A separate study has been com-
missioned by the planning board to
determine if several properties, in-
cluding the nearly seven-acre Lord
& Taylor site, the eight municipal
downtown parking lots and the Rialto
Theatre, should be deemed non-con-
demnation “in need of redevelop-
ment” areas. That designation would
allow the town to offer more and
longer-term tax abatements to prop-
erty owners.

In a relatively short 45-minute
meeting, Mayor Shelley Brindle an-
nounced that Westfield will take the
next step in the partial easing of
COVID-19 restrictions by opening
the municipal tennis courts and the
parking lots to the municipal parks
this weekend.

“We are looking at the next phase
of re-opening of our parks, which is
going to be the tennis courts for
limited play and with USTA (U.S.
Tennis Association) as well as the
parks’ parking lots,” Mayor Brindle
said. “So, we’re going to be working
with the (police) chief and others to
have our protocols finalized in the
next day or two, which we’ll run by
the full council and anticipate a re-
opening of the tennis courts and the
parking lots by the weekend.”

Mayor Brindle said the concern
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Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes This

Is Westfield and is mailed to every
home and business in Westfield,
along with our weekly subscribers.
We hope you enjoy it and become a
subscriber. Please visit
www.goleader.com/form/sub-
scribe-ComeBack



Page 8 Thursday, May 14, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                       A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

Westfield Leader only

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000

Start Your

Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

973.810.0110
hwcg.com/south-orange

• Our nurses maintain constant contact with our 
clients and families

• All caregivers are appropriately equipped with PPE
• We help with grocery shopping, meal preparation 

and light housekeeping

Homewatch CareGivers has established safety protocols for our 
staff, in compliance with Center for Disease Control guidelines.

The safety and care  

for your loved one is  

our primary concern.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HELPING THOSE IN NEED...Saint Michael Parish in Cranford volunteers
load up vehicles with grocery donations last Thursday morning to take to St.
Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth as part of the parish’s curbside drop-
off contact-free food donation.

Bramnick Calls for Virtual
Hearings on Reopening
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) held a telephonic
press conference on Tuesday to ex-
press his desire to hold virtual public
hearings with experts on how to safely
reopen the State of New Jersey.

“I am deeply concerned that we
don’t have enough information flow-
ing out of Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick
said. He said that the residents of
New Jersey need information from
experts and that, “we’re not getting
that” in Governor Phil Murphy’s daily
briefings.

He said that while the results of
such hearings may say that a reopen-
ing is not yet possible, the debate
should not be “behind closed doors.”

Mr. Bramnick said that the public
wants to hear, “What do you think we
can do and when do you think we can
do it?” and not a series of politicians

at the daily press briefings. “I’m not
saying leaders don’t have a good
heart...but we need an objective view,”
he stated.

He added that he has heard from
multiple hospital leaders who are
“deeply concerned” about people for-
going needed medical treatments.

Asm. Bramnick, a Republican, said
that this is not a partisan issue, noting
that Senate President Steve Sweeney,
a Democrat, is raising similar issues.

Asm. Bramnick also raised the is-
sue of the Governor seeking billions
of dollars in loans or new taxes. He
acknowledged that court rulings re-
quire voter approval of such loans to
offset budget expenditures, and that
he believes it will “end up in the
courts” again.

When asked about Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon’s (R-13th,
Holmdel) “rebellion,” Asm. Bramnick
responded, “I never support the vio-
lation of an executive order.” motor-vehicle burglaries and 22 mo-

tor vehicle thefts. In the first three
months of this year, the chief said
there were 15 motor-vehicle bur-
glaries and six motor-vehicle thefts.
In the second quarter, from April 1
through the end of last week, “there
have been only two motor-vehicle
burglaries and four motor-vehicle
thefts,” he said. “So there clearly
has been a substantial dip in some
of our most prevalent types of crime
during the pandemic.” But he cau-
tioned that crime has not ceased
completely, “nor will it, not as long
as residents continue to make them-
selves easy targets,” pointing to
people who leave their cars un-
locked or with spare keys in their
cars overnight.

 A big concern in town has been
people not following the social-dis-
tancing guidelines, which he said
was the reason the parks were closed
for most of April. “Social distanc-
ing is clearly something that is very,
very difficult for the police, or any-
one else, to enforce,” Chief Battiloro
said. He said there were “so many
complaints about people not prop-
erly social distancing” in the parks,
“and our officers were making di-
rect observations of behavior which
fully supported those complaints.”
He said Mayor Shelley Brindle’s
decision to shut the parks last month,
while not popular, “was the right
decision at the time, at the height of
the pandemic, when things were at
their absolute worst and when
people were at their most vulner-
able. It wasn’t an easy decision,” he

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lord & Taylor
square-foot store was going to stay
there indefinitely without being im-
pacted by the changing retail envi-
ronment,” Mayor Brindle said. “And
I just wanted to make sure that
Westfield had a relationship with the
decision makers, so that if and when
the day came that they were going to
close it, sell it, do whatever, that we
had a seat at the table and didn’t get
caught flat-footed trying to figure out
what was going to happen.”

Mayor Brindle added that Hudson
Bay has been open to suggestions and
considerate of the town’s input, which
she concedes it does not have to be,
and could replace the Lord & Taylor
with a Walmart store.

“It’s not like it’s our property that
we can tell them (what to do),” she
said. “They are like any developer
would be. They need an economic
return, right? So I think we have to be
willing to really be open-minded and
collaborative, so that we can get some-
thing that works for all of us.

“Now, one thing in my initial con-
versations with them, and it’s true,
they had a partnership with Walmart,
and Walmart was something that was
interested in that property. And so,
you know, I don’t think anybody wants
to see a Walmart on that property. I
don’t think residents would want to
see it. But they could do that as of
today, without even needing to get
permission.”

The mayor said Hudson Bay was
supportive of the town’s master plan,
which was adopted in December and
recommends increasing the amount
of parking, diversifying the housing
stock and adding commercial office
space for the downtown area.

She added that the adoption of the
master plan, which Hudson Bay moni-
tored, along with the rehabilitation
designation and HBC’s inclusion into
the redevelopment study, has posi-
tioned Westfield to help direct what
could eventually end up on the Lord
& Taylor site.

“Obviously, (the actions were
taken) with the approval and encour-
agement of Hudson Bay Company, in
anticipation of, not any definitive
plans, but anticipation of having the
flexibility to be able to determine
what could be on that site if and when
anything ever happened with Lord &
Taylor,” the mayor said.

“Little did we know what was about
to hit us, right? So, I think what hap-
pened with the COVID is that it just
accelerated it, clearly, what might have
been inevitable anyway. But the good
news is, we have been engaged with
them for so long. We have already
started the process and it’s in the
process now, working towards en-
abling us to create a reimagination of
the site.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Police

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Teacher of Yr. Nominees
By JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of
education on Monday honored the
district’s nominees for the
Governor’s Educator of the Year
(GEOY) program. This program
honors teachers and educational
support staff.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Scott Rubin said this meeting is one
of his favorites of the year. “Usually
our teachers and staff are heroes,”
but in the wake of the pandemic,
“they are superheroes,” said Dr.
Rubin.

Many board members echoed Dr.
Rubin’s sentiments, thanking all the
teachers and especially those who
have had a direct impact on their
own children. Board President Kurt
Petschow, Jr. said, “While you were
considered the ‘winners’ tonight,
really, it’s the whole district and all
the students who are the winners
and we appreciate all that you do.”

The list of honorees includes 30-
year veteran educators and newer
teachers who have been in the dis-
trict for four years. This year’s nomi-
nees are teachers Diane Cruz
(Bloomingdale Avenue School),
Annette Ritzer (Walnut Avenue
School), Donna Schlenker
(Brookside Place School), Rob
Tunnell (Livingston Avenue
School), Jamie Warner (Orange
Avenue School), Lori Talbot (Hill-
side Avenue School), Carl Lorelli
(Lincoln School) and Tyler
Nunnally-Duck (Cranford High
School). The Educational Service
Professional honorees are Donna
Bober (Bloomingdale Avenue
School), Lisa Becker (Walnut Av-
enue School), Paula Nowicki
(Brookside Place School) and
Alonda Braxton (Cranford High
School).

The board approved a change in
the school calendar. Due to the
buildings being closed for the re-
mainder of the school year, Cranford
schools will reclaim two snow days
and the planned closure for the New
Jersey Primary Election, effectively
ending the school year on Thurs-
day, June 18, said Dr. Rubin. As for
the current distant-learning Emer-
gency Education Plan, he said, “We
will continue with the educational
plan that is in place,” as the commu-
nity response has been mostly posi-
tive. Some minor adjustments will
be made in the coming weeks, said
Dr. Rubin. There will be a task force
to handle the upcoming end-of-year
procedures, such as handing in
school supplied materials, and de-
veloping plans for the eventual re-
opening of schools.

Dr. Rubin also addressed Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s directive that
there will be no in-person gradua-
tion ceremonies this year, saying,
“We are all heartbroken.” He con-
tinued by saying that he knows how
difficult this must be for the Class

of 2020, but, “we promise we are
going to make a memorable and
celebratory graduation, albeit vir-
tual for right now.” Dr. Rubin also
said that the Class of 2020 will have
an in-person graduation ceremony
when the district is allowed to plan
one, whether that might be later this
summer, over the Thanksgiving
weekend, or next summer.

Mr. Petschow said he received an
“incredibly well written” and “in-
credibly respectful” email from a
group of graduating seniors who
had some ideas on how to hold
graduation. While he did not men-
tion the students’ ideas specifically,
he did say that the task force and the
board would take their ideas into
account. Mr. Petschow thanked
those seniors for the way they
reached out and said that what they
did should make their parents and
teachers proud.

The board approved a lighting
project for the new turf field at the
Memorial Field complex. The light-
ing project, including operating
costs, will be provided by the
Cranford Soccer Club. There will
be no cost to the district and taxpay-
ers.

The next school board meeting
will be held on Monday, May 18. A
link to the Zoom meeting will be
posted on the district’s website.

said, but was “undoubtedly in the
best interests of the people’s health
and safety.”

The police department has been
receiving “all sorts of complaints
about people not properly social
distancing,” and the department’s
response has been to “try to educate
people,” which the chief said has
been “very successful.” While no
criminal charges have been pursued
against any offenders, Mr. Battiloro
said he would “not rule out criminal
law enforcement action” in the fu-
ture, especially against repeat of-
fenders.

He said that, with schools closed
for the remainder of the academic
year, school resource officers have
been re-designated as community
resource officers who are “tending
to the needs of our senior citizens
and other vulnerable persons” need-
ing assistance with grocery and pre-
scription pickups and deliveries.
“The needs of the community have
changed,” the chief said, “and we’ve
evolved from a law-enforcement
agency, at least for the time being,
to more of a public service and
assistance agency.”

Officers have been performing a
number of non-traditional police
functions, he said, but “these are
extraordinary times and our offic-
ers are certainly doing extraordi-
nary things.” The chief pledged that
the police department “will not al-
low anyone to be forgotten about
during these difficult and danger-
ous times.” He also promised that,
“when this is all over, we will find
an appropriate way to recognize
each and every one of our officers.
They’ve earned our praise and they
continue to do so every day.”

Chief Battiloro also acknowl-
edged “the support we have received
from the community,” which he said
“has been absolutely overwhelm-
ing. They have shown such compas-
sion for us and our needs, and we
really do genuinely appreciate their
kindness.”

will be blocked off with a barrier,
stated Mr. Bailer. The barrier will be
either a plastic container filled with
water or a more secure concrete bar-
rier, stated Mr. Bailer.

“It is important that all surrounding
businesses fully buy in on the idea,”
Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said.

Commissioner Hannen said the
DMC must consider any inadvertent
negative impacts such as curbside
delivery pickup the area could im-
pede upon. He said concepts can be
created to bolster business and add to
the community, but can be negatively
or oppositely received, advising con-
siderate planning before a final deci-
sion is made.

“Make sure we are taking care of
and reaching out to all the businesses
throughout the process,” Commis-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Outdoor Seating
sioner O’Connor stated.

The DMC is proposing to foot the
costs for the picnic or public seating
area, but businesses could be consid-
ered to help keep up the area in terms
of cleanup and maintenance, Com-
missioner Hannen said.

In other business, Deputy Mayor
Kathleen Miller Prunty said
Cranford’s Planning Board has used
the COVID-19 pandemic as an op-
portunity to review ways to keep cor-
porate businesses attracted to the
township “long term.”

“We are reviewing our process.
What it takes to get a permit. What it
takes to get an inspection. We are
using the opportunity to become more
efficient or more business-friendly,”
Ms. Miller Prunty said.

She said the township committee
and the swim pool utility board have
not rendered a final decision on how
many or if any Cranford pools will be
opened this summer.

Ms. Miller Prunty said the town-
ship committee and the pool utility
will remain vigilant towards state
guidance.

with the tennis courts was not usage
by those playing, but those waiting
and watching. She also noted that
Governor Phil Murphy has allowed
public tennis courts to open but not
private clubs, which she bristled at,
noting that she believed private clubs
would have better infrastructure to
manage capacity and “social-distanc-
ing” requirements.

She added that she believed a
“change in the governor’s stance was
imminent in a week or so.”

Other issues addressed included
Town Administrator Jim Gildea not-
ing that the “frequently asked ques-
tions” regarding the proposed mu-
nicipal budget would be posted to
the municipal website in anticipa-
tion of the public hearing during the
council’s Tuesday, May 26 meeting.

Mr. Gildea also reviewed the deer-
management program over the win-
ter that Union County managed, dis-
closing that licensed archers killed
20 deer in Brightwood Park. Prior to
the program, officials had hoped to
cull the deer population by between
15 and 20. Mr. Gildea added that
cameras used for the program were
vandalized.

Additionally, Mr. Gildea noted the
one-year anniversary of the town’s
Westfield Connect program, a mo-
bile device application that allows

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
residents to report non-emergency
issues such as potholes, tree mainte-
nance and street lights in need of
repair.

He said over the past 12 months
the town has received on average
three reports a day, which are ac-
knowledged within a day-and-a-half
and addressed within five days. The
program is up to 551 unique users, a
more than 35-percent increase over
the past six months. Eighty percent
of the reports submitted involve trees
or roads, he said.

Mr. Gildea added that the Depart-
ment of Public Works has seen a
noticeable increase in reports over
the last three weeks as the tempera-
tures have climbed and more people
are outside noticing issues.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HAND-MADE MASKS...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club donated 75 hand-made masks to Chelsea Senior Living.
Rotary past president Denise Hughes stopped by the corporate headquarters in Fanwood Monday to present them to Chelsea
President Roger Bernier. Rotary members have made thousands of these masks and donated them to local senior centers, first
responders, the homeless and the El Centro community center in Plainfield.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FLOWERY MOTHER’S DAY...If you happened to have driven down
Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains last week, you may have noticed the words
“Happy Mother’s Day” on signage composed mainly of roses and other flowers.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOVLIN UP FOOD FOR FRIENDS...The Shovlin family gets ready to load
their truck up again with food donations dropped off at the Shovlin Mattress
Factory in Fanwood. It was all part of another huge food drive held last Friday in
support of the Rahway Food or Friends Pantry and Soup Kitchen. The third phase
of this effort included drop-off five locations. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Grayson, Colby, Kara, Ron Shovlin and their Belgian Malinois, Leia.

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 14,203 cases, 899 deaths
Cranford - 417 cases, 81 deaths

Fanwood - 86 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 67 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 246 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 253 cases, 33 deaths

Overlook Hospital
Covid-19 Patients

April 10: 311; May 11: 77

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Hearings On New Overlay Zones
In Township Put Off Until June

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council decided to put off until
next month public hearings on three
ordinances that will put into place
overlay zones on properties in the
seven phases slated for development
as part of the downtown redevelop-
ment effort.

At the meeting on Tuesday, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the hearings
were being postponed until Tuesday,
June 16, in order to give residents the
chance to attend the hearings in per-
son and offer comments — provided
the municipal building is open for
business by then. As has been the case
since late March, the council’s meet-
ing this week was conducted with

only the mayor, Township Manager
Al Mirabella, Deputy Manager Mar-
garet Heisey and Township Clerk
Bonnie Lacina in attendance, and all
wearing protective masks for the first
time. The other four council mem-
bers and Township Attorney David
Minchello participated by telephone.

Last year, a court mandated that the
township enact the overlay zones by
June 30, 2020 for properties along
two segments of Terrill Road, two
segments of East Second Street, Park
Avenue from East Second Street to
the Fanwood border, the central busi-
ness district where four township-

owned properties are the initial focus
of the committee’s redevelopment
efforts, and the Snuffy’s property that
is being redeveloped into a supermar-
ket and a commuter park-and-ride
lot. Similar overlay zones have al-
ready been put into place on proper-
ties near the Scotch Hills Country
Club that are targeted for housing
developments.

It has been explained that an over-
lay zone is a zone on top of a zone,
essentially adding a second zone to
an existing one that will allow a de-
veloper to build on a property that

Lord & Taylor Decisions May be
Accelerating Due to Coronavirus

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The COVID-19
outbreak that has stifled business ac-
tivity across the state, nation and world
appears to be accelerating the demise
of the Lord & Taylor department store
along North Avenue and hastening its
replacement.

Reuters reported on May 5 that
once restrictions imposed to slow the
spread of the flu-like coronavirus dis-
ease-2019, or COVID-19, are lifted,
the parent company of Lord & Taylor
plans to liquidate the inventory of its
remaining 38 mid-market retail stores.

The Reuters story quoted anony-
mous sources, and a spokeswoman
from Lord & Taylor parent company,
San Francisco-based Le Tote, would
neither confirm nor deny the report.

“The team is declining to comment
at this time,” Le Tote spokeswoman
Taylor Moss told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times via email.

The revelation comes as the
Westfield Town Council approved
during its April 28 meeting the spe-
cial improvement district as an area
“in need of rehabilitation,” which al-
lows the municipality to incentivize
businesses with short-term tax abate-
ments.

The nearly seven acres occupied
by the Lord & Taylor store and two
parking lots sit on the southwestern
edge of the SID.

It also coincides with the planning
board’s ongoing study that could de-
clare several properties, including the
Lord & Taylor site and eight munici-

pal parking lots, as non-condemna-
tion areas “in need of redevelopment.”

A redevelopment designation gives
a municipality greater authority, in-
cluding long-term tax abatements such
as a PILOT, or payment in lieu of
taxes, that fixes a property owner’s
costs over periods of 20 years or
more.

The Reuters report comes two years
after Mayor Shelley Brindle initiated
contact with then-Lord & Taylor par-
ent Hudson Bay Company to discuss
the future of the property, which online
records indicate is assessed at
$22,138,500. Hudson Bay pays
$499,444 in taxes annually.

Although Hudson Bay sold Lord &
Taylor’s operations and brand to Le
Tote in November, it remained the
owner of the Westfield property.
Hudson Bay’s public relations de-
partment did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

“You didn’t have to be a genius to
figure out that in the day of the change
in retail, there is no way that a 150,000-
square-foot store was going to stay
there indefinitely without being im-
pacted by the changing retail envi-
ronment,” Mayor Brindle said. “And
I just wanted to make sure that
Westfield had a relationship with the

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT WILL FUTURE HOLD?...In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, many are
wondering what the future for the Lord & Taylor department store in Westfield
holds after news reports that the 38-store chain was liquidating its stores.

School District’s Football Field
Lighting Project Advancing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Joan Mast
responded to a resident’s inquiry
during Tuesday’s board of educa-
tion meeting regarding the district’s
decision to move forward with the
football field light installation
project during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Scotch Plains resident Adam
Sackett wrote an email to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the superintendent’s office in-
quiring about the stadium light project
receiving a green light during finan-
cially “uncertain” times, stated Dr.
Mast. Mr. Sackett called in during the
public commentary portion of the
meeting to speak with Dr. Mast di-
rectly.

“Is it a proper time to do this?”
questioned Mr. Sackett.

Pre-planned capital projects includ-
ing the stadium lights and others were
reviewed in a thorough discussion
between Scotch Plains Mayor Al
Smith, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Fanwood Chief Financial Of-
ficer Fred Tomkins and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District Business
Administrator Deborah S. Saridaki,
Dr. Mast responded. She said all the
mentioned individuals have been in
routine contact as the financial situa-
tion and state guidelines continue to
evolve during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Dr. Mast said the group consensus
was that the best decision “is to move
forward” with the field-lighting
project, noting that the project had

been planned and funded for an ex-
tensive time period before the pan-
demic began.

The superintendent said the money
financing the project had been previ-
ously set aside in the capital reserves
portion of the school budget.

“What is being done to address
COVID-19, assuming additional
COVID-related costs in the future?”
Mr. Sackett asked.

Mr. Sackett said he assumes that
health-related and prevention costs
will grow for the district as students
hope to return to school in the fall.

Dr. Mast said the consensus
amongst many municipal leaders and
the local leaders present at the routine
financial meeting was that the two

municipalities “at this point in time”
are essentially “on their own.”

She said municipalities typically
will receive an energy credit or funds
to offset their budgets in a specific
capacity, noting that the credit funds
are sent by the state government.

At this point in time, the funds have
not been released and there is no date
in the future for them to arrive, Dr.
Mast said, explaining that both the
state government and all local towns
are facing budget deficits as the
economy has been halted in the last
several months.

She said the school district is de-
veloping a “working” strategic plan
addressing the pandemic moving for-

Scotch Plains Resident
Helping Those In Need

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains resident Kimberly Hood said
helping others is something she does
because “it’s the right thing to do.”
She has helped many less-fortunate
people prior to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and when those old avenues of
assisting were interrupted, Ms. Hood
found new ways to help those in need.

Ms. Hood is the leader of the mis-
sionaries for St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains, and prior to the
pandemic, the missionaries partici-
pated in “runs” to feed the homeless
in Newark and Plainfield. “We had so

many volunteers. It was great,” she
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. After a rule change in Newark,
they continued to serve the homeless
in Plainfield, but that stopped with
the COVID-19 regulations.

Since she has had to stop serving
the homeless, Ms. Hood has found
another way to help those in need.
She and a small group of volunteers,
some of them from the missionary
group at St. John’s, have been making
meals in their own kitchens and deliv-
ering them to seniors and other com-
munity members who cannot leave
their homes. Each Saturday, they de-
liver meals, treats and groceries to
about five to 10 homes in Scotch
Plains and Plainfield. “If I hear of
more, then I do more,” Ms. Hood
said.

Ms. Hood and her small group of
volunteers also have been going to
the grocery store for the isolated se-
niors and community members.
“Whoever needs, I try to provide,”
she said.

Ms. Hood additionally volunteers
handing out bags of food at Manna
from Heaven food pantry in Plainfield
once a month. Fountain Baptist
Church in Summit and Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Plainfield collaborate
to run the pantry. On average, Manna
from Heaven serves approximately
300 families, said Ms. Hood, but need
has increased. “At least 20 to 30 ad-
ditional families” came this month
for food bags. “It’s hard out there,”
Ms. Hood told The Times.

St. John’s Baptist Church held a
“drive-by” communion on May 2,
where church members could receive
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000973.810.0110

hwcg.com/south-orange

• Our nurses maintain constant contact with our 
clients and families

• All caregivers are appropriately equipped with PPE
• We help with grocery shopping, meal preparation 

and light housekeeping

Homewatch CareGivers has established safety protocols for our 
staff, in compliance with Center for Disease Control guidelines.

The safety and care  

for your loved one is  

our primary concern.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEE TIME FOR ONE...A lone golfer enjoys the course at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains last week. Golf courses, along with state parks, were
permitted to open with restrictions last week.
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SP Council
may not be designated for projects
like multi-unit housing. It also has
been emphasized that private prop-
erty owners will make any decisions
on what they want to do with their
properties located in these new zones.
They will not be obligated in any way
to redevelop their properties or to sell
to a developer.

In other business, Councilman
Roshan White said the Memorial Day
ceremonies and parade will not take
place as they have in previous years
due to social-distancing and other
restrictions. He said the wreath-lay-
ing ceremony that usually takes place
on Park Avenue will instead be broad-
cast on social media, with no specta-
tors on site, and the mayor said it is
possible that some type of town-wide
event such as the singing of “God
Bless America” in various sections of
the township also will be part of the
Memorial Day celebration on Mon-
day, May 25.

Mr. Mirabella said township offi-
cials are “coming up with a strategy to
slowly re-open” the municipal build-
ing, which has been closed to the
public since March. He said it is pos-
sible that, at first, visits to the build-
ing will be conducted on an appoint-
ment-only basis. He also said that the
spring cleanup is nearly complete on
the north side while the south side
will be finished in the next two or
three weeks. Ms. Heisey reminded
residents that registrations for the June
bulky waste pickup are due by Thurs-
day, May 21. The council also passed
a resolution extending the grace pe-
riod for payment of second-quarter
property taxes to Monday, June 1.

The council will hold a special
meeting on Tuesday, May 26, to con-
duct a public hearing on the 2020
municipal budget, which is expected
to include a flat tax rate for the mu-
nicipal portion of property taxes.

At the start of the hour-long meet-
ing, the mayor read proclamations
declaring June 4 as Tourette Syn-
drome Awareness Day and the week
of May 6 to 12 as National Nurses
Week. Police Chief Ted Conley ac-
cepted a proclamation declaring the
week of May 10 to 16 as Police Week
and acknowledged those officers on
the police force who have won awards
or other accolades for exemplary law-
enforcement efforts.

Rescue Squad Chief Carolyn Sorge
called into Tuesday’s meeting to ac-
cept a proclamation declaring May as
Rescue Squad Month, and also praised
“the wonderful group of volunteers”
who she said have been “pushing
forward and putting themselves in
harm’s way” during the coronavirus
pandemic.

decision makers, so that if and when
the day came that they were going to
close it, sell it, do whatever, that we
had a seat at the table and didn’t get
caught flat-footed trying to figure out
what was going to happen.”

Mayor Brindle added that Hudson
Bay has been open to suggestions and
considerate of the town’s input, which
she concedes it does not have to be,
and could replace the Lord & Taylor
with a Walmart store.

“It’s not like it’s our property that
we can tell them (what to do),” she
said. “They are like any developer
would be. They need an economic
return, right? So I think we have to be
willing to really be open-minded and
collaborative, so that we can get some-
thing that works for all of us.

“Now, one thing in my initial con-
versations with them, and it’s true,
they had a partnership with Walmart,
and Walmart was something that was
interested in that property. And so,
you know, I don’t think anybody wants
to see a Walmart on that property. I
don’t think residents would want to
see it. But they could do that as of
today, without even needing to get
permission.”

The mayor said Hudson Bay was
supportive of the town’s master plan,
which was adopted in December and
recommends increasing the amount
of parking, diversifying the housing
stock and adding commercial office
space for the downtown area.

She added that the adoption of the

ward.
“We are considering what addi-

tional supplies, medical support, men-
tal-health support and emergency
management measures which may
need to be taken as we move for-
ward,” Dr. Mast said.

For instance, high-school and
middle-school students will not have
final examinations this year, she
stated. The student body continues to
learn remotely, and each marking
period’s grade will be averaged to
score the student’s overall perfor-
mance.

In other business, the district cel-
ebrated and acknowledged four
eighth-grade Terrill Middle School
students who were recognized at a
national level for their performance
entitled “Rappin Away Injustice.”

Saidy Bober, Rachel Lipsky, Sanaa
Mahajan and Shreya Nara created a
historical “rap-style” performance
describing four female U.S. Supreme
Court Justices’ life hurdles, accom-
plishments, and how those women
made American history by breaking
the “glass ceiling” for women in the
legal system.

Board member Nancy Bauer said
the performance was not only meant
to entertain, but was well researched.
Ms. Bauer said each student read the
U.S. justices’ personal diary entries
and numerous college-level publica-
tions, while completing independent
research navigating both first- and
second-hand accounts.

“These students conduct research
at a collegiate level before even pre-
paring their unique performances,”
Ms. Bauer said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Bramnick Calls for Virtual
Hearings on Reopening
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) held a telephonic press
conference on Tuesday to express his
desire to hold virtual public hearings
with experts on how to safely reopen
the State of New Jersey.

“I am deeply concerned that we
don’t have enough information flow-
ing out of Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick
said. He said that the residents of
New Jersey need information from
experts and that, “we’re not getting
that” in Governor Phil Murphy’s
daily briefings.

He said that while the results of
such hearings may say that a re-
opening is not yet possible, the de-
bate should not be “behind closed

doors.”
Mr. Bramnick said that the public

wants to hear, “What do you think
we can do and when do you think we
can do it?” and not a series of poli-
ticians at the daily press briefings.
“I’m not saying leaders don’t have a
good heart...but we need an objec-
tive view,” he stated.

He added that he has heard from
multiple hospital leaders who are
“deeply concerned” about people
forgoing needed medical treatments.

Asm. Bramnick, a Republican,
said that this is not a partisan issue,
noting that Senate President Steve
Sweeney, a Democrat, is raising
similar issues.

Asm. Bramnick also raised the
issue of the Governor seeking bil-
lions of dollars in loans or new
taxes. He acknowledged that court
rulings require voter approval of
such loans to offset budget expen-
ditures, and that he believes it will
“end up in the courts” again.

When asked about Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon’s (R-13th,
Holmdel) “rebellion,” Asm. Bramnick
responded, “I never support the vio-
lation of an executive order.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lord & Taylor

the sacrament of communion and ex-
change a few words with the pastor.
Ms. Hood and other volunteers set up
tables in the church parking lot and
prepared the communion, placing the
host and cups of wine into small bags,
which were then handed through the
members’ car windows. All the vol-
unteers wore masks and gloves to
ensure safety. Ms. Hood said that
people really enjoyed being able to
see each other for a few moments.

“It was really fun trying to guess
who everyone was,” she said. After
receiving communion, members
drove to a meal station where they
could get a chicken or fish lunch to
take home with them. St. John’s Bap-
tist Church plans to do another drive-
by communion the first weekend in
June.

With everything that she is doing to
help others, Ms. Hood still wants to
do more. She expressed an interest in
delivering food or making meals for
first responders, doctors and nurses.

Ms. Hood does not want special
recognition for her efforts. Her name
was given to The Times by another
member of her church community
who thought Ms. Hood deserved the
acknowledgment.

“I don’t think what I’m doing is a
big deal. I’m just trying to help those
who need help,” Ms. Hood said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Helping

master plan, which Hudson Bay moni-
tored, along with the rehabilitation
designation and HBC’s inclusion into
the redevelopment study, has posi-
tioned Westfield to help direct what
could eventually end up on the Lord
& Taylor site.

“Obviously, (the actions were taken)
with the approval and encouragement
of Hudson Bay Company, in anticipa-
tion of, not any definitive plans, but
anticipation of having the flexibility to
be able to determine what could be on
that site if and when anything ever
happened with Lord & Taylor,” the
mayor said.

“Little did we know what was about
to hit us, right? So, I think what hap-
pened with the COVID is that it just
accelerated it, clearly, what might have
been inevitable anyway. But the good
news is, we have been engaged with
them for so long. We have already
started the process and it’s in the pro-
cess now, working towards enabling us
to create a reimagination of the site.”

Westfield Council Finds SID
‘In Need of Rehabilitation’

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
voted unanimously to declare the
municipality’s Special Improvement
District (SID) an “area in need of
rehabilitation” at its meeting held via
video conference Tuesday night, giv-
ing it the authority to offer short-term
tax abatements to property owners.

The action has been in the works for
more than two months and comes a
week after a Reuters report indicated
that the operator of the Lord & Taylor
retail chain is planning to liquidate the
inventory from its 38 stores, including
the one on North Avenue in Westfield,
once the restrictions to limit the spread
of the flu-like coronavirus disease-
2019, or COVID-19, are lifted.

The SID, administered by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
stretches roughly from properties on
both sides of Elmer Street in the north-
east section of town from North Av-
enue to Broad Street, both sides of
Elm Street from Walnut Street in the
north, to both sides of North and
South Avenues from the western edge
of the Lord & Taylor property to
Elmer Street on the north side of the
NJ Transit train tracks and Central
Avenue on the south side.

The resolution passed without any
discussion but came with approval by
the planning board, which reviewed
the report prepared by Town Planner
Don Sammet.

The designation gives the town the
option to offer tax incentives to prop-
erty owners to upgrade or improve
their property. If a property owner
chooses to renovate his or her prop-
erty, he or she is not obligated to pay
the higher taxes on the increased value
of the property resulting from the
improvement for five years.

A separate study has been commis-
sioned by the planning board to deter-
mine if several properties, including
the nearly seven-acre Lord & Taylor
site, the eight municipal downtown
parking lots and the Rialto Theatre,
should be deemed non-condemnation
“in need of redevelopment” areas. That
designation would allow the town to
offer more and longer-term tax abate-
ments to property owners.

In a relatively short 45-minute meet-
ing, Mayor Shelley Brindle an-
nounced that Westfield will take the
next step in the partial easing of
COVID-19 restrictions by opening
the municipal tennis courts and the
parking lots to the municipal parks
this weekend.

“We are looking at the next phase
of re-opening of our parks, which is
going to be the tennis courts for lim-
ited play and with USTA (U.S. Tennis
Association) as well as the parks’
parking lots,” Mayor Brindle said.
“So, we’re going to be working with
the (police) chief and others to have
our protocols finalized in the next day
or two, which we’ll run by the full
council and anticipate a re-opening
of the tennis courts and the parking
lots by the weekend.”

Mayor Brindle said the concern
with the tennis courts was not usage
by those playing, but those waiting
and watching. She also noted that
Governor Phil Murphy has allowed
public tennis courts to open but not
private clubs, which she bristled at,
noting that she believed private clubs
would have better infrastructure to
manage capacity and “social-distanc-
ing” requirements.

She added that she believed a
“change in the governor’s stance was
imminent in a week or so.”

Other issues addressed included
Town Administrator Jim Gildea not-
ing that the “frequently asked ques-
tions” regarding the proposed mu-
nicipal budget would be posted to the
municipal website in anticipation of
the public hearing during the council’s
Tuesday, May 26 meeting.

Mr. Gildea also reviewed the deer-
management program over the winter
that Union County managed, disclos-
ing that licensed archers killed 20 deer
in Brightwood Park. Prior to the pro-
gram, officials had hoped to cull the
deer population by between 15 and 20.
Mr. Gildea added that cameras used
for the program were vandalized.

Additionally, Mr. Gildea noted the
one-year anniversary of the town’s
Westfield Connect program, a mobile
device application that allows resi-
dents to report non-emergency issues
such as potholes, tree maintenance
and street lights in need of repair.

He said over the past 12 months the
town has received on average three
reports a day, which are acknowledged
within a day-and-a-half and addressed
within five days. The program is up to
551 unique users, a more than 35-per-
cent increase over the past six months.
Eighty percent of the reports submitted
involve trees or roads, he said.

Mr. Gildea added that the Depart-
ment of Public Works has seen a no-
ticeable increase in reports over the
last three weeks as the temperatures
have climbed and more people are
outside noticing issues.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Supreme Court Throws Out
‘Bridgegate’ Convictions

In a unanimous United States Su-
preme Court decision last Thursday,
the high court threw out the convictions
of Bridget Kelly and Bill Baroni for
their roles in the “Bridgegate” scandal.

According to news accounts, the
High Court concluded the govern-
ment had overreached in prosecuting
Ms. Kelly and Mr. Baroni. Both were
charged by federal prosecutors for
their roles in creating a traffic jam on
the George Washington Bridge as po-
litical payback for the Democratic
mayor of Fort Lee who declined to
support the Republican Governor
Chris Christie’s reelection. Ms. Kelly
had served as deputy chief of staff to
the governor while Mr. Baroni, a
former state senator, was deputy di-
rector of the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

“For no reason other than political
payback, Baroni and Kelly used de-
ception to reduce Fort Lee’s access
lanes to the George Washington
Bridge — and thereby jeopardized
the safety of the town’s residents. But
not every corrupt act by state or local
officials is a federal crime. Because
the scheme here did not aim to obtain
money or property, Baroni and Kelly
could not have violated the federal-
program fraud or wire fraud laws,”
Justice Elena Kagan wrote for the
court, according to the AP report.

President Donald Trump tweeted
that the court’s decision was a “com-
plete and total exoneration” for Mr.
Christie and said there was “grave
misconduct by the Obama Justice
Department” in the case.

Mr. Christie called the prosecutions
of his former allies a “political crusade”
against his administration, according to
the report. “As many contended from
the beginning, and as the Court con-
firmed today, no federal crimes were
ever committed in this matter by any-
one in my administration. It is good for
all involved that today justice has fi-
nally been done,” Mr. Christie said.

Five Congressional  Dist.
Races Remain Competitive

According to a new Monmouth
University poll, five of New Jersey’s
12 Congressional districts have
competive races including the 7th Dis-
trict which includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside.

This time two years ago, Democrats
held an aggregate seven-point edge in
these districts, 49 percent to 42 percent.

“Democratic incumbents in New
Jersey’s ‘blue wave’ districts face a tough
challenge heading into November. The
terrain does not look quite as friendly as
it did two years ago even with a strong
performance by their party at the top of
the ticket this year,” Mr. Murray said.

At the top of the election ballot,
Democrats Joe Biden and Cory
Booker hold substantial leads among
New Jersey voters in their races for
President and U.S. Senate, respec-
tively, according to the poll.

In the race for the White House,
Mr. Biden holds a 16-point advan-
tage over President Donald Trump
among registered voters in New Jer-
sey, 54 percent to 38 percent. In the
race for U.S. Senate, Mr. Booker holds
a 58 percent to 33 percent lead against
Hirsh Singh and a similar 55 percent
to 32 percent lead against Rik Mehta,
both Republicans seeking the GOP
nomination. The Primary Election has
been moved to Tuesday, July 7.

The Monmouth University Poll was
conducted by telephone from April 16
to 19, 2020 with 704 New Jersey adults.
Van Drew Asks Murphy to Ease

Restrictions on South Jersey
Congressman Jeff Van Drew (R-

2nd, Mays Landing) last week sent a letter
to Governor Phil Murphy requesting re-
strictions be eased on certain activities
and industries that can accommodate so-
cial distancing and health guidelines to
prevent spreading COVID-19.

Included in the request was: allow-
ing for people to practice their faith,
for certain medical procedures and
surgeries, and allowing for certain
businesses to operate that can accom-
modate proper hygienic and social
distancing components.

“Our seasonal businesses in South
Jersey depend on summer months
and the tourists who come to our
beautiful coastline. Should their op-
erations be allowed to resume, there
are several measures each business
can take to maintain the health and
safety of their customers,” according
to the Congressman’s letter.

The 2nd Congressional District Mr.
Van Drew represents includes eight
counties including Cape May, Atlan-
tic and Ocean Counties, which in-
clude many shore communities.

Senators Offer Input on
Reopening NJ Economy

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) and a group a
Democratic and Republican state
Senators last week offered Governor
Phil Murphy’s Economic Commis-
sion a plan to continue the public
safety measures needed to counter
the COVID-19 crisis, while also pro-
viding strategic steps to guide the
reopening of New Jersey’s economy.

Senators Sweeney, Paul Sarlo (D-
36th, Wood-Ridge), Teresa Ruiz (D-
29th, Newark), Steve Oroho (R-24th,
Sparta), Declan O’Scanlon (R-13th,
Holmdel) and Troy Singleton (D-7th.
Moorestown) stressed the need for
advanced planning to bolster the
state’s economic recovery, restore
jobs and businesses, and to rebuild
the fiscal stability of state and local
government while protecting the
public’s health and safety.

“We implore the Governor’s com-
mission to move swiftly with advanc-
ing a plan to support economic recov-
ery for New Jersey. The Senate has
been engaged in conversations with
business owners and organizations who
are experiencing this crisis and we
have been communicating their needs
with the Governor’s office and our
legislative colleagues,” according to
the Senators statement. “Collectively,
we need to make sure the communities
that have struggled the most during
this crisis have their issues carefully
considered and addressed.

They said the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation projects New
Jersey may be able start opening up on
Wednesday, May 27. The Senators said
the state should consider how low-risk
businesses and industries can safely re-
open now, such as construction, car sales,
beach activities where social distancing
can be applied and elective surgeries and
other needed medical needs.

Bramnick Calls on Murphy to
Use CARES for Small Businesses

Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) is calling on Governor Phil
Murphy to use federal relief under the
CARES Act to help small businesses
and residents make ends meet.

“As much federal funding as pos-
sible should go to small businesses
and individuals,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Our priority and primary concern should
be meeting the needs of our residents.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU...Cranford residents take part in the township’s "Light the Night"
observance on Sunday whereby residents were encouraged to light porchlights or
candles at 8 p.m. to thank first responders and essential workers.  Clapping took
place at 8:30 p.m.

PAY ATTENTION!
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It’s a war. And the only way to win it is to work together.

*Let us deliver anything you need from our pharmacy. We can bring you 

medical supplies and anything else we carry to you.

*Stay at home

and screen sharing. Staying at home keeps you safe and keeps others safe 
from you.

away. But you don’t have to be homebound. Take that walk. Just not with a 
large group.

*Wear a face mask

you. 

*Wash your hands

There’s even WashYourLyrics.com. Pick a song and the site will generate a 
poster with the lyrics as part of a hand washing guide. Wash your hands 

with anyone. But we should have been doing at least some of this all along.

*Disinfect common surfaces
surface on a regular basis. This virus is a pesky one and can live on surfaces 
for a while.

*Be conscious that you aren’t 25 any more

people who are sneezing or coughing or otherwise showing sign of illness.

*Keep smiling

your health and your sanity.

We’ll make it through this crisis.

Thank You to Our

 First-Responders / Health Workers

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

Westfield Teen Coordinates
Cookies for Hospital Workers

WESTFIELD — Ella Johnson, a
Westfield High School sophomore,
and a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) youth
program, had an idea to help lift the
spirits of the nurses, doctors and health
care workers in area hospitals during
the pandemic. She, eliciting the help
of her friends and church family, has
been baking and delivering individual
packages of homemade cookies for
the hospital workers.

According to Hal Benz, a member of
the church and a cookie baker for the
May 3 delivery, she is a terrific teen.

“I want to give a proper shout out to
the inspiration for this project – Cook-
ies Against Corona – to Ella Johnson,”
he said in an email to the church help-
ers. The project was completely con-
ceived and executed by Ella. “She’s
coordinated bakers, baggers and the
distribution of cookies.” He said in an
email to the volunteers, “To date, hun-
dreds of packets of cookies have been
distributed to hospital workers.”

Ella explained how her brainchild
was born. “I started Cookies Against
Corona in the second week of the
quarantine. I am super interested in a
career in the medical field and know
that everyone working on the front
lines through this hard time experi-
ences fear and exhaustion every day.
I thought a small treat during a day of
hard work would put a smile on my
face if I was in their shoes.”

The seed of imagination blossomed
into a full tree of service. “It started
with my small friend group of my 10
best friends baking cookies, putting
them in bags and put a label on each
bag that says, ‘Thank you for every-
thing you do! We support you. Don’t
lose faith!,’” she said.

She went on to say that 50 bags of
cookies were sent through nurse Dawn
Heintz, a PCW member to St.
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston. She sent the other 50 bags
with Burin Regjaj, the own of Outta
Hand Pizza in Westfield who has been

donating pizza to many hospitals in
the area, including Overlook Medical
Center in Summit. “He has become a
main contact for me throughout this
project,” the sophomore said. “He is
truly amazing and has distributed hun-
dreds of bags for us along with all the
pizzas he delivers to hospitals.”

More and more people began to get
involved with the baking and began to
send bags of cookies with close family
friends. “Matt and Janine Kennedy,
who work at Memorial Sloan Kettering
in New York, have huge leadership
positions there and have been able to
distribute the bags to many depart-
ments of the hospital,” she explained.

The next step was to give other
families the materials to bag cookies
because there were too many for them
to put together. The baggers were given
sandwich bags, twist ties and labels that
thanked the hospital workers. Emma
gives credit to the Westfield Girls High
School Lacrosse program who began
baking cookies, the Coyle family, the
Fowler family, and the Manzo family
who helped assemble bags of cookies.

Next, Presbyterian Church in
Westfield got involved with the help
of Courtney Nemec, the Andrews fam-
ily and the Kohler family who bagged
the home-made cookies. Some of
those packets went to Lynn Adams, a
PCW member, whose daughter, Kim,
is a nurse at the Robert Wood Johnson
University Somerset Hospital.

“We could not have sent all the
cookies out without the families who
helped assemble the bags, and we are
so grateful to them because it’s not a
short or easy task,” Ella said.

This program has distributed a to-
tal of 1,200 bags of cookies to Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering, St. Barnabas,
RWJ Somerset, Overlook, AristaCare
at Cedar Oaks and many other hospi-
tals where Mr. Regjaj delivers.

The delivery schedule is every other
Sunday. To be a part of this endeavor,
contact the originator of it at
ellarj04@gmail.com.

Malinowski Announces
7th District Art Competition

WPD Food Drive Set for
Wednesday, May 20

WESTFIELD — As the number of
people in the area who are out of work
continues to grow, demand for food
from the Westfield Food Pantry has sub-
stantially depleted its supplies. In order
to replenish them and be able to serve
neighbors in need, the Westfield Police
Department has organized a community
food drive, in partnership with the
Westfield Public Schools, the Westfield
Faith Community, and the Westfield
United Fund. The drive will take place
on Wednesday, May 20, from noon to 3
p.m.. The rain date is Thursday, May 21.

Drop-off locations will be avail-
able at Westfield High School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School park-
ing lots. Residents are asked to put
their food donations in the trunks of
their cars so that the drop-offs can be
contact free. Each driver will be asked
to remain in their car, open the trunk,
and a WPD officer will come and
retrieve the items. The pantry is most

in need of canned meals (stew, soup,
spam, beans, etc.), spaghetti sauce,
pasta, rice, macaroni and cheese, ce-
real, cleaning supplies and paper prod-
ucts. Questions can be emailed to:
fooddrive@wpdnj.org.

In response to COVID-19, WPD
Chief Chris Battiloro reassigned the
department’s school resource offic-
ers (SRO) to community-service
projects. The SRO’s assumed restock-
ing and delivery duties for the
Westfield Food Pantry, allowing the
mostly senior staff, relief from their
‘at risk’ frontline responsibilities.

Monetary donations will also be
accepted. These can be made through
the Westfield United Fund website,
westfieldunitedfund.org. Click on
Donate and then enter Food Pantry in
the “In Honor of” box. Checks can
also be mailed to Westfield United
Fund, 301 North Ave West, indicat-
ing that it is for the Food Pantry.

WPD FOOD DRIVE...In an effort to replenish the Westfield Food Pantry, the
Westfield Police Department has organized a community food drive, in partner-
ship with the Westfield Public Schools, the Westfield Faith Community, and the
Westfield United Fund. The drive will take place this Wednesday, May 20, from
noon to 3 p.m.. The rain date is Thursday, May 21. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Police Chief Christopher Battiloro,  School Resource Officer Ricardo Johnson,
Westfield Food Pantry Director Rose O'Hare, School Resource Officer Tiffany
Kenny, Detective Elizabeth Savnik and Chaplain Keith Gibbons.

County Residents
Urged to Donate Blood

COUNTY — The County of Union
is encouraging residents to donate
blood to agencies that provide life-
saving aid for those in need. Agencies
such as American Red Cross and New
York Blood Center, both of whom
have branches in Union County, are
facing critical shortfalls as previously
planned blood drives have been can-
celled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Even as our families, first respond-
ers, and community leaders work to-
gether to slow the spread of COVID-
19, we cannot forget the needs of
those who are at risk from other life-
threatening illnesses,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“Blood donations are urgently needed
for these patients in hospitals across
our region, and we urge anyone will-
ing to make a donation to step for-

ward and give blood if they are able.”
Residents who have recovered from

COVID-19, in addition to residents
unaffected by the virus who are al-
ready eligible, can now safely give
blood, according to a county press
release.

The American Red Cross holds
several blood drives in Union County
locations each month, while New York
Blood Center has a permanent office
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion and to seek an appointment,
please go to https://www.redcross.org/
local/new-jersey.html or https://
nybloodcenter.org/donate-blood/do-
nor-center-locations-march-2020/.
Residents can also schedule an ap-
pointment with American Red Cross
by phone at 1-800-RED CROSS, and
with New York Blood Center at 1-
800-933-2566.

Hospital Aid Linked
To COVID Admissions

REGIONAL — Financial aid is to
be awarded to regional hospitals in
Union County as part of the third
round of funding per the CARES Act.

The $1.7-billion allotment was the
third round of funding, which
amounted to $12 billion nationally,
was specifically linked to the number
of COVID-19 hospital admissions.
The first two rounds were distributed
on a formula basis that was linked to
Medicare or hospital revenues in pre-
vious years. Hospitals that treated the
highest number of patients through
April 10 received the funding, ac-
cording to a press release from Con-
gressman Frank Pallone (D-6th, Long
Branch).

New Jersey hospitals and health
care providers have received over
$2.7 billion in total from funding al-
located in the CARES Act.

Locally, Overlook Medical Center
in Summit received $50,659,617,
RWJ University Hospital Rahway
garnered $14,330,782 and Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Eliza-
beth received $27,620,560. JFK
Medical Center in Edison garnered
$59,603,910.

SOMERVILLE, NJ — Congress-
man Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) has announced that the
district’s 2020 Congressional Art
Competition for high school students
in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District. The competition is an op-
portunity to recognize and encourage
artistic talent in the nation.

“This competition is open to all
high school students in the 7th Con-
gressional district and will be judged
by a panel of leaders within our local
art community. The overall winner of
our district’s competition will be dis-
played for one year in the U.S. Capi-
tol as well as on Congressman
Malinowski’s website and social me-
dia pages. The exhibit in Washington
will also include artwork from other
contest winners nationwide,” accord-
ing to a press release from the
Congressman’s office.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Con-
gressional District will be accepting sub-
missions digitally. All contestants must
submit one high resolution photo of their

artwork along with one photo showing the
measurement of the longest side of their
piece. Along with these photos, all submis-
sions must include the student release form.
All materials must be emailed to
NJ07ArtCompetition@mail.house.gov by
Thursday, May 28. Winners will be con-
tacted by our office by Thursday, June 4.

The guidelines are as follows: Art-
work entered in the contest may be up to
26 inches by 26 inches and four inches
deep. All entries must be an original in
concept, design and execution.

The artwork medium may include
the following: drawings, mixed media,
paintings, collage, photography prints,
computer-generated art, wooden pan-
els with engraving/painted art.

For more information email
NJ07ArtCompetition@mail.house.gov
with “Congressional Art Competi-
tion” in the subject line.
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A THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
AREA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES

The public health crisis presented by the COVID-19 pandemic has created
unprecedented times for our country, state and town, and the Westfield

Police Department is working extraordinarily hard to continuously provide
for the safety and security of our residents and businesses.

The compassion and concern you have shown for us and our needs during
this difficult and dangerous situation is deeply and genuinely appreciated.

We thank you and want you to know it is an extreme honor
and privilege for us to protect and serve people like you.

CHIEF CHRISTOPHER BATTILORO &
THE WESTFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

& GRAIN • 16 PROSPECT • ABRAMS FAMILY • ADDAMS TAVERN • AL’S PRIME MEATS & DELI • AMANDA STOTLER • AMBELLI GREEK TAVERNA • AMY KERN

 ANONYMOUS • ANTONIO CUCCARO • ASH FAMILY • ASSEMBLYMAN JON BRAMNICK • BAGEL CHATEAU • BELOSA FAMILY • BENTLEY LABORATORIES LLC

BLASI FAMILY • BOVELLA’S PASTRY SHOPPE • BRIAN FITZPATRICK • BROWN FAMILY • BUCCIARELLI FAMILY • BUDDAH FISH • BUONA PIZZA & RESTAURANT

BURIM REGJAJ • BUSHINGER FAMILY • BRAEDEN WALKER • BROWN FAMILY • BRUCE PEGOS • CAIOLA FAMILY • CARMEN CASCAO • CAROL NOONAN

CATHERINE CHEN & FAMILY • CHERVIN FAMILY • CHEZ - THE GELATO & PASTRY SHOP • CHIPOLTE MEXICAN GRILL • CHODOS FAMILY • CHRISTINE COSENZA

CIOFFI’S OF SPRINGFIELD • CLAREMONT DISTILLERY • CLOTILDE BENCIVENGA • CROWLEY FAMILY • CVS PHARMACY • DANIEL SILBER • DANIELLE IRWIN • DAVIS FAMILY

DIAMANT FAMILY • DONNA SEVELL LEBER • DORNER FAMILY • DR. ALYSSA KAYE, MD • DR. PAUL M BANKS, DDS • EDELMAN FAMILY • EDWARD EDELSTEIN

EDWARD DUGAN • EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS • EHRLICH FAMILY • ELLEN BIASI • FARINOLIO • FEAST CATERING & CAFE • FEED THE FRONTLINE: MEALS FOR NJ

HEALTHCREW HEROES • FERRARO FAMILY • FERRARO’S SOUTH FINE CATERERS • FILIBERTO FAMILY • FLORENCE RAVIOLI COMPANY • FOUNTAINHEAD ADVISORS

FRANCO SABINO & FAMILY • FRANKLIN SCHOOL PTO • FRONT LINE APPRECIATION GROUP OF CRANFORD • GABRIELA HAMILTON • GAIL ALSTON • GARLIC ROSE BISTRO

GARLOCH FAMILY • GERWITZ FAMILY • GESSER FAMILY • GIRLS SCOUTS OF WESTFIELD • GISMONDI FAMILY • GLASSMITH FAMILY • GOODHART FAMILY • GREENE FAMILY

GREEN-GORELICK FAMILY • HAILEY PITIGALA • HEATHER BENZ • HERSHEY’S SUBS DELI & CATERING • HOFFMAN FAMILY • INSPIRATION ROLL • IRWIN FAMILY

ISOLDI FAMILY • JACQUI LENNER & FAMILY • JAYSON ASTEL • JEMAL FAMILY • JENNIFER LOVE • JOHN MIZEREK • JOHNSON FAMILY • JOSEPH WEISS • JOYCE FRIEDMAN

JP MORGAN CHASE • KASTIN FAMILY • KENNETH L. MacRITCHIE • KEVIN VARIAN, JP MORGAN • KILWINS • KIRSCH FAMILY • LA CASA ITALIAN RESUARANT & PIZZERIA

LILIEN FAMILY • LIMANI SEAFOOD GRILL • LINDA McDERMOTT • LOUISE SPERGEL • MADARA FAMILY • MAIZEL FAMILY • MANHATTAN BAGEL • MARILYN ROCKS

MARTIN FAMILY • MAZZELLA FAMILY • MAZZELLA’S OF MOUNTAINSIDE GOURMET MARKET • MEREL FAMILY • MICHAEL KENNY • MICHAELI FAMILY • MILSTEIN FAMILY

MUCCIA FAMILY • MULHOLLAND FAMILY • N & C JEWELERS • NABIG SAKR • NATC INC (DUNKIN DOUNTS) • NATHANSON FAMILY • O’BOYLE FAMILY

OH’ BRIAN’S ON THE GREEN • OLD HAVANA • OUTTA HAND PIZZA • PARLIMAN FAMILY • PATERSON FAMILY • PAUL HEROUX • PEN COMPANY OF AMERICA

POLLER FAMILY • QDOBA MEXCIAN GRILL • REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH • RING DOORBELL • ROSENSTEIN FAMILY • RUSSO FAMILY • SABINO FAMILY • SACHS FAMILY

SADIE PITIGALA • SAMANTHA NICOLS JORDAN • SAPERSTONE FAMILY • SCOTT VIGILANTI • SCOTTO FAMILY • SEAN McARTHUR • SHEA FAMILY • SHRUTI SHUKLA

SIEGAL FAMILY • ST. PAUL’S DAY SCHOOL • STEPHANAK FAMILY • SWEET WATERS STEAK HOUSE • TAMAQUES SCHOOL PTO

TAMAQUES SCHOOL STUDENTS, TEACHERS & PARENTS • TAORMINA RESTAURANT • TEPP FAMILY • THE CHOCOLATE BAR • THE CONSENZA STATE FARM AGENCY

THE DENTAL FAMILY • THE HOME DEPOT (GARWOOD) • THE SALAD HOUSE • THE TOWNE CAR WASH • TIFFANY NATURAL PHARMACY • TIMOTHY KOETHER

TIPTON FORD, MBA, FACMPE • TOPP LINE APPLIANCE CENTER • TWO MAIDS & A MOP • VASUDEVAN KENGERI • VENABLES FAMILY • VICKI’S DINER • VINCENT CORSO

WAGENHEIM FAMILY • WBC INDUSTRIES INC • WEICHERT REALTORS, WESTFIELD OFFICE • WESTFIELD EDUCATION ASSOCIATION • WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUT TROOP 41231

WESTFIELD LUMBER & HOME CENTER • WESTFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS • XOCOLATZ

#WestfieldStrong

Honor, Integrity, Pride
@WestfieldNJPD
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sagene – A fish net
2. Astragalus – The anklebone
3. Dexiotropic – Turning or turned to

the right
4. Perkin – A kind of weak cider

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERSE
1. A wigmaker or hairdresser
2. To pierce
3. Grayish blue
4. Persecute; oppress

CUNCTATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Perceptive; discerning
3. Tending to solidify or gel
4. Shaped like the seed of a gourd

RODOMONTADE
1. Any order of mammals having large

incisor teeth, such as the rat, beaver or
hare

2. A whale distinguished from com-
mon whales by having a dorsal fin

3. To boast or brag
4. A vagrant or loiterer

YARAGE
1. A thrusting forward; a lunging
2. Formation of white frothy blisters

in the refining of sugar
3. An exclamation of despair or hope-

lessness
4. Manageability of a ship at sea

Our Unity As Communities Are
Key to Overcoming Adversity

Our area is comprised of strong and sensitive
communities whose members have come together
during every challenge in our history. Such unity
brought us through the Great Depression and two
world wars, through 9/11 and Superstorm Sandy, and
is once again bolstering our resiliency as we cope
with the current pandemic.

We are witnessing it everywhere, every day, from the
most large-scale endeavors to the smallest gestures, in
a collective humanitarian effort that has only gained
momentum since this unprecedented crisis began.
Neighbors reach out to neighbors, and strangers as
well, on a mission to ensure all have what they need
and do not lose hope.

One of the most prolific ways we have seen our
communities come together in the midst of the COVID
emergency has been in the multiple food drives and
collections of other essentials held in recent weeks.
Through the joint participation of many — residents,
government leaders, civic and non-profit groups, emer-
gency responders, faith communities and businesses
— these drives are helping to sustain local food
pantries, soup kitchens and families who are depen-
dent on these donations for survival.

Hunger relief is key to enabling a society to sustain
itself and overcome adversity. We are grateful to have
had the opportunity to be part of these drives and laud
all who have donated food and other items to support
these literal lifelines.

We likewise give a nod to our area grocery stores,

restaurants and other businesses for continuing to be
there for their customers. Many eateries have been
providing curbside pickup and delivery of meals
since the crisis began, easing anxieties for those
isolating at home, and for anyone who may have
difficulty obtaining food under any circumstances.
We urge the public to reciprocate by continuing to
patronize these establishments, as proprietors and
their employees must feed their families, too.

Many organizations and individuals have been keep-
ing their fellow residents — particularly the most
vulnerable — connected to the larger community in
these uncertain times. Other dedicated volunteers have
been sewing masks for health-care workers on the
frontlines.

The greatest focus of the epic battle against the
coronavirus is, of course, on the medical aspects and
fulfilling of nutritional and material needs. Yet we
cannot overlook the many ways members of our
communities are providing their neighbors with spiri-
tual sustenance as well, by keeping in touch via phone
and social media, and decorating their homes with
balloons and inspirational messages. We should never
underestimate the power of hope.

A popular slogan right now is “we’re all in this
together,” and we truly are. It is this unity — as
neighbors, communities, and as a nation — that contin-
ues to empower us, as it has since the dawn of our
republic, and it will ultimately enable us to triumph once
again.

Reader Praises County Budget
Coverage In Westfield Leader

I appreciate The Leader’s Mr.
Peyton’s article on the county bud-
get in the April 30 edition.

After four years as a resident at-
tending the Union County budget
meetings and explaining how easy
it was to make it a flat tax, it took the
pandemic to motivate them to back
down on the $7-million tax increase
and reduce it to zero. I do give them
kudos for that since we usually find
they don’t really listen to residents
nor even the elected officials of our
21 towns.

Since 2016, after the county
achieved a AAA-bond rating, I noted
to them that they are raising the
surplus unnecessarily, using the tax
increase only to raise the surplus
further. Every year they would raise
taxes around $8 million yet the sur-
plus would go up $12 to $15 mil-
lion. If they did a yearly flat tax, the
surplus still would have gone up $4
to $7 million annually anyway. For
years they could have done flat taxa-
tion. Actually, their surplus could
have even risen higher, but they
give out 4 to 7 percent raises to their
favored ones and of course their
pay to play, their friends and family
plan, plus non-accountability abuses
millions of dollars.

The Leader article notes Free-
holder Mirabella claims the county
made significant efforts the last five
years to minimize tax increases.
Freeholder Hudak in the April 23
meeting noted that it’s wrong for
critics to question their surplus
amount. I will not argue that more
money is great for anyone living on
the face of the earth. However, it all
comes from our taxpayer wallets
unnecessarily. They have a half-bil-
lion-dollar budget. As The Leader
correctly notes, this past year their
running fund balance ended with
$130 million unspent dollars, 26
percent of the budget. After
squirreling away $50 million of sur-
plus in this year’s budget, they are
still sitting on $80 million free cash.

Along with the $100 million they
received in stimulus money, they
are now sitting on $180 million.
That is 50 percent larger than 20 out
of 21 towns operating budgets to
put it in perspective.

Finance Chair Granados noted the
flat tax was not an easy task, noting
no employee layoffs. Keeping over
2,600 plus employees, essential and
non-essential, on the county payroll
makes one wonder, are they pro-
tecting themselves or the rest of the
county’s residents? The flat tax defi-
nitely was an easy task, his making
such statements is possibly incom-
petence. A quick look inside the
county capital budget exposes some
of this year’s expenditures of ap-
proximately $3 million for furni-
ture and $4 million for county ve-
hicles along with another $3.8 mil-
lion for miscellaneous professional
services. Did they seriously look to
cut anything?

And now with the $180 million of
cash in hand, we find the very first
expenditure was a $15,000 resolu-
tion to a politically connected ex-
Governor ’s law firm, Florio,
Perrucci. We find this firm is defen-
dant in a 2019 major malpractice
suit. The legal firm has donated
$150,000 to political campaigns in
the last five years. Resolution is for
services regarding tracking the
stimulus money. Stated by our
county manager in the meeting, cost
will go higher as necessary. One
wonders what “as necessary” means.

One last word on the flat tax claim
of the freeholders. As I verified in
the past meeting, it’s not that all
towns will be zeroed out on the
county taxes. Many towns will see
their county taxes go up. However,
the Freeholders never divulge this
up front to us, they spring it on us
after the budget is approved so no
towns can argue anything.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Health Depts. Should Stop Issuing
Pointless Directives to Care Staffs

Chelsea Senior Living operates 21
assisted living residences in New Jer-
sey and New York. During the hor-
rific COVID-19 pandemic, our se-
nior population has been the most
vulnerable to sickness and possible
death because of pre-existing medi-
cal conditions, diminished immune
systems, the natural processes of ag-
ing and the fast spread of this particu-
lar virus. COVID-19 is also 10 times
more lethal than the flu. We recog-
nized early-on that the coronavirus
would pose an existential threat to our
residents because we conduct year-
round surveillance against other in-
fectious diseases like the flu, norovirus
and pneumonia and are painfully
aware of the effects of quarantine and
isolation on our population.

Contrary to what officials and bu-
reaucrats at various levels of govern-
ment have portrayed, an assisted liv-
ing (AL) residence is not the same as
a nursing home. Assisted living com-
munities are homes to older Ameri-
cans who require assistance with daily
activities such as dressing, grooming,
making it to meals on time and basic
mobility. Our AL residents are gener-
ally not bed-bound and do not require
full time medical and nursing atten-
tion. They come to us as independent
men and women and we strive to
facilitate their independence while
also keeping them safe and healthy.
Residents in our Memory Care areas
receive 24/7 support from specially
trained staff.

Our own regulatory agencies, in-
cluding the NJ and NY Departments
of Health, along with local and re-
gional health departments, continue
to lump us together with nursing
homes. Our industry has become a
whipping boy for governmental agen-
cies at the highest levels which are
now scapegoating their own lack of
action early in the pandemic. Highly
publicized lapses in care and high
death rates at a very few nursing homes
have cast a pall over the entire senior
living/senior care industry and sparked
knee-jerk responses from politicians
and bureaucrats hell-bent on showing

they suddenly care. These responses
include surprise inspections at prop-
erties that have suffered high absen-
teeism among employees, unrealistic
new surveillance requirements with
no regard to the ability of a commu-
nity to carry them out, let alone their
actual effectiveness, and an overall
attitude that we are lax in our care as
a default setting.

From the beginning and even to-
day, the long-term care industry has
been left on its own to acquire per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE),
hand sanitizer and testing. We re-
ceived no support from the New Jer-
sey or New York State Health Depart-
ments. Instead, we initiated our own
ban on visitation, our own standards
for screening employees and our own
standards for surveillance and testing
of residents. We care for those who
are sick. If they become very sick, we
get them to the hospital in a timely
fashion. Most of our residents and
staff who have been hospitalized have
recovered. It is a great loss to us when
any one of them dies.

The state agencies have been woe-
fully behind on all of it and are now
playing catch-up by smacking down
on operators as though we are the
cause of the disease instead of vic-
tims. Chelsea has a 30-year history of
caring for senior citizens, first as a
nursing home provider and then start-
ing in the late 80’s as a pioneer of
assisted living. We know how to pro-
vide safe and healthy environments
for senior citizens. It’s tragic that the
coronavirus has become a feared fact
of life and that our government, even
today, seems unable to respond effec-
tively to the threat. We urge our state
departments of health to provide ac-
tual solutions to obstacles to care
instead of handing out blocks of blame
and issuing pointless directives to
overwhelmed care staffs.

Herb Heflich,
Chief Executive Officer

Roger Bernier, President and Chief
Operating Officer

Chelsea Senior Living
Fanwood
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ABA Curriculum
Needed at WHS

I live in Westfield and am an
eighth grader at Thomas Edison In-
termediate School. I have autism
and the program I’m in at Edison is
a town-wide Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) curriculum for
middle-school-aged students. It’s a
great program and it’s right for me.

Next year, I will be going to
Livingston High School as an out-
of-district “placement” because that
school has a similar program for
high school students. Unfortunately,
Westfield does not have a similar
program after eighth grade.

Westfield is a good town with
great schools. I’m lucky that the
school department is willing to send
me somewhere else for the program
I need but I would love it if Westfield
would invest in a similar high school
program here so students like me
don’t have to leave the district and
spend so much time on busses every
day.

Oliver Agar
Westfield

Justice Requires
Prosecutorial Responsibility

Prosecutors hold an unusual and sacred role in Ameri-
can life. They are empowered with the ultimate respon-
sibility to enforce our criminal justice laws. However,
that power is not necessarily to simply obtain convic-
tions against anyone charged with something. Instead,
our courts have properly noted that the unique role of a
prosecutor is to see to it that “justice is done.”

Sometimes, justice means aggressively pursuing long
jail terms for criminals who repeatedly victimize inno-
cent persons. Other times, justice may mean dismissing
charges against otherwise law-abiding citizens who
inadvertently broke a law, or perhaps barely did so under
unusual circumstances.

Bridgegate defendants Bill Baroni and Bridget Anne
Kelly were exonerated last week by a unanimous U.S.
Supreme Court. While their outrageous misdeeds in
creating traffic havoc in Ft. Lee no doubt was grossly
irresponsible, it was not criminal. Uniting the Court’s
nine justices, who often split 5-4, means the cases
against Baroni and Kelly simply never should have been
brought. Creating crimes by manipulating statutes never
intended for routine wrongful behavior is not good
advocacy by prosecutors. It is prosecutorial miscon-
duct. If certain bad acts should be criminal, we must pass
laws specifically proscribing those acts.

Closer to home, last year Westfield’s former munici-
pal prosecutor was confronted with a traffic offense case

in which a driver’s own “dash-cam” video provided
significant doubt about whether that driver should have
been cited in the first place. Despite the public release
of that videotape and a reasonable request by local
attorney Joshua McMahon to dismiss the case,
Westfield’s prosecutor was simply unwilling to do so.
Justice in that case was not served until the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office took charge and the sum-
mons was properly dismissed. Mayor Shelley Brindle
wisely replaced that prosecutor earlier this year.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Office has also acted
responsibly in dismissing a weapons possession charge
against a Brinks employee this year. After the Brinks
worker was stopped for a traffic offense, he informed
the Roselle Park police about his firearm, although his
legal permit to carry the gun technically expired 16
minutes earlier when he went off duty. Justice was
served in that case by dismissing the hyper-technical
violation and not ruining the man’s life. Acting County
Prosecutor Lyndsay Ruotolo deserves praise for doing
the right thing, instead of the “tough prosecutor” thing.

Getting back to New Jersey’s federal Bridgegate
prosecutors, justice requires an enormous apology from
Baroni and Kelly to the thousands stuck in their mind-
less traffic jam. Justice additionally requires an apology
to them from the U.S. Attorney’s Office, which also
should have known better.
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How Can I Help You Understand?
From a High School Senior Athlete Parent

Write. It’s what I do. It’s what I’m
paid to do. As an English teacher, I
help others do it better. So where can
I turn when I feel like an exposed
nerve? I need to write.

I wish I could be brilliant like
Markus Zusak in writing The Book
Thief and write as the COVID virus,
to explain how and why I have
wreaked havoc upon the land. I wish
I could be as sensitive as poet Billy
Collins, capturing loss while acknowl-
edging the feebleness of our vocabu-
lary to do it.

But I’m just a mom. Of a devas-
tated senior: an athlete, a loyal friend,
a scholar, an artist, an incredible
daughter, and sister, among other
things.

How can I help you understand?
You who do not have a senior in high
school… or a senior athlete… or a
senior performer?

Let me start and say it once, lest I
seem insensitive or out-of-touch: I
am deeply saddened for the loss of
life suffered by many as a result of this
virus. It is tragic and unthinkable. The
doctors and EMTs in my inner circle
are on the front lines, and for them
and for their courage I am thankful.
When I tell people, “Stay safe,” I
mean it. I do not minimize pain.

That said, let me try to help you
understand ours.

I apologize to my “parents-in-
arms:” those parents of stage and
music performers. Particularly the
“theater kids.” Many of you had your
spring shows pulled out from under
you in the week of the performance. I
share your pain, and I know that I will
not do it justice as I concentrate on the
senior athletes. I hope that one of you
will write, as I have, to share a path-
way for others to try to understand.

The layers of this loss are deep and
intertwined and it starts here: we all
had a senior year. We all only get one.
Except for these seniors. We laughed
in the spring air on picnic tables in the
courtyard… we joked with our favor-
ite teachers, they, knowing it was un-
likely we would finish their assign-
ments, and we, knowing they knew
it… we got our yearbooks signed by
our BFFs and people we knew we
would never see again… we took our
last exams and sat at graduation prac-
tice, singing Alice Cooper’s “School’s
Out” in our heads… we planned the
seating for the prom table… and we
donned the caps and gowns on a hot
football field or in a sweltering gym
floor to smile and cry with and hug
these people—some for the last time—
honored for our accomplishments.

They won’t. Either not at all or not
the way we did.

No final art show. No final spring
concert. No final clean-out of the
locker. And no final walk on or off the
playing field or track or course or
court.

The senior athlete. There are many
who suffer this loss of “the final sea-
son.” For those of you never involved
in sports, or whose children harbor
other interests, the significance of this
may be lost on you. My daughter’s
story is one of many and starts in tee
ball at age 6. Too early? Probably. But
she was never the kid chasing butter-
flies in the outfield (however, she did
pick a hangnail or two). She loved it.
She stuck with it. She and my husband
spent wonderful hours together, learn-
ing to “wave goodbye to the ball” and
lining up the knuckles of her hands on
the bat for proper form. It was amaz-
ing to see her love for the game (and
for her dad) grow as the seasons
passed. She was a little wisp of a
thing: tiny and easy to overlook. Until
you see her throw. Until you see the
power when she hits. In-town rec
ball… travel ball… club ball, travel-
ing from Massachussetes to Virginia
Beach. She ate it all up, working hard.
Waiting. For varsity ball. For it all to

pay off.
When she was nine, we knew that

the powerhouse athlete a year older
than she was a catcher: like my daugh-
ter. We knew then that my daughter
would have one season to start at her
position in high school: her senior
year. Yes: we knew then. That’s what
people don’t understand. It isn’t about
not playing for just this year. It’s
about a lifetime dream being obliter-
ated. She waited… she practiced…
she played other positions and did
everything asked. And she didn’t even
get to step into the uniform or onto the
field this year.

Not a single at-bat.
Not a single throw.
Not a scrimmage. Not a game. Not

a championship. Not a varsity letter.
Not a senior day. Not a photograph.
Not a banquet. Not a chance at honors
or to break a personal record. The
year will have no record that my
daughter was even a spring athlete in
the year 2020. Nine years of work
snuffed out like a match in the wind.

There is something very special
about playing for your town…for your
school. We live in the town in which
my husband grew up. His soccer team
won a state championship during his
junior year and their year hangs on
the championship banner that floats
overhead in the gym. His team will be
inducted into the school hall of fame
this coming fall. My son’s football
team won back-to-back state champi-
onships and also has those years raised
on a banner in the same gym. He will,
no doubt, also be in the hall of fame
someday as a member of those teams.
My daughter wanted so badly to join
her dad and her brother, the year 2020
flying overhead. She wanted for her
team to win the big one. With her
friends. She can speak to her team-
mates about the magic of “the ban-
ner” because it’s in her blood. She
gets it. And now she can’t.

And for the senior athlete who fi-
nally made the varsity roster this year,
and for the senior athlete who had lost
his/her junior season due to injury
and just rehabbed your way back, and
for the senior athlete who just loves to
be on the bus, enjoying the camarade-
rie of the team: my heart has a crack
for every one of you, too. Soon, I’m
going to look like the vase that the
Brady kids broke after Carol had said,
“don’t play ball in the house”: cracked
and leaking...draining the water left
in me that hasn’t already poured from
my eyes.

For the people who pat us on our
proverbial heads and say, “Well, at
least your senior didn’t have to head
to Vietnam,” or, “At least your senior
didn’t have to sacrifice during WWII,”
I say, please stop. I ask that you not
compare sacrifice and loss: ours and
our kids’ is real and organic and deep
and raw. It is theirs and it is ours.

I won’t apologize for claiming the
loss as also my own for the parents
involved. Whether this is your last
child (as my daughter is ours), your
only child, or somewhere else in the
birth order, these milestones and
achievements are our loss, right along
with them. Our identities as parents
are bound up in our kids. And that’s
the gorgeous joy and abyss of pain of
our roles as parents. I have dear friends
who lost a child not long ago. Make
no mistake: in no way do I equate the
losses for our kids and our families to
their family’s permanent, unthinkable
agony. What I do want to illustrate is
that pain has many forms. All real. All
genuine. All valued. All painful.

So how can I help you understand?
“You’re only as happy as your un-

happiest child.”
That’s how.

Cindy Gagliardi
Westfield

Health Officer, Staff Have Provided
Many Hours of Selfless Dedication

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Mayor has provided strong lead-
ership for the town to fully respond to
the ongoing demands resulting from
it. And fortunately for us, Megan
Avallone, RN, MS, our health officer,
has led the Westfield Regional Health
Department (WRHD). She and the
WRHD staff have provided extraor-
dinary COVID-19-related services for
us and our seven participating neigh-
boring municipalities, in addition to
the routine public health services we
continue to need.

The WRHD has been and will con-
tinue to actively monitor the evolving
situation involving COVID-19 in New
Jersey. Please see: https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/coronavirus. In
addition, it has and will continue to
review and provide guidance for our
town’s leaders and residents. The
WRHD services and actions have in-
cluded the following:

• Conducting hundreds of investi-
gations of confirmed positive cases
and following-up on them, including
contact tracing.

• Completing contact tracings.
• Providing hundreds of individual,

business and group consultations.
• Communicating with local schools

and health care providers to provide
updated guidance.

• Providing assistance to the local
long-term care facilities in light of the
documented increased risk of
COVID-19 for people who live and
work in them.

• Participating in New Jersey De-
partment of Health (NJDOH) and
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) information and guid-
ance conference calls and webinars.

• Maintaining daily contact with
the state epidemiologist on the chang-
ing situation.

• Conducting collaborative meet-
ings with the other public health agen-
cies from the surrounding area.

• Reviewing applicable emergency
plans and procedures, including the
Department’s pandemic plan.

So far in this pandemic, at least 241
of our fellow residents have had con-
firmed COVID-19. I am certain that
many more were infected, but were
not tested and confirmed. Of these, 35
of our neighbors have died, of whom

almost half were residents of a long-
term care facility. Although we have
passed through the beginning of the
first phase, we will likely see more
people infected, get sick and die and
many others indirectly affected. This
means that each resident will con-
tinue to need to tolerate some diffi-
culties and inconveniences in order
to protect our families, neighbors and
ourselves as the “new normal” takes
hold. However, I remain optimistic,
because I have seen how adaptable,
resourceful and resilient we are. One
hundred years ago, no one could have
predicted that the then deadly influ-
enza pandemic, which killed about
675,000 Americans, would be fol-
lowed by relative prosperity, but that’s
what happened.

At this time, the members of the
Westfield Board of Health and I would
like to thank Ms. Avallone and the
entire staff of the WRHD for their
many hours of selfless dedication to
provide public health services to help
and support us. We are sure that they
will continue to do a terrific job and
spend much more time providing es-
sential public health services for all
of us as this pandemic unfolds.

In doing so, we should all consider
the tremendous value of having a strong
public health infrastructure, like we
have, with dedicated, high quality and
resourced professional and support
staff. Unfortunately, in the nation and
in New Jersey, public health has too
often been neglected, as evidenced by
the recent diminution of the CDC, the
gutting of the NJDOH during the last
decade, and the anti-science agendas
supported by the climate change de-
niers and anti-vaccinationists. Hope-
fully, our leaders and fellow citizens
will remember these days and be sup-
portive of public health departments,
personnel, programs and policies after
the pandemic passes.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Westfield

Sewing Warriors Are Filling The
Gap In War Against COVID-19

Letters to the Editor

During World War I the Red Cross
issued patterns for volunteers to make
operating gowns and masks for doc-
tors on the frontlines. In World War II
the Production Corps of the Red Cross
made and repaired 64 million pieces
of clothing and prepared over 2.5
billion surgical dressings. In the cur-
rent war that is being fought against
COVID-19, people all over the coun-
try are sewing masks for themselves,
family and friends, healthcare work-
ers, and those who work in nursing
homes.

When I started sewing masks in
March I knew I wanted to help, but
part of me thought the effort was in
vain. What healthcare worker is going
to use these masks I asked myself as I
drove from Westfield to Overlook
Medical Center? They’re not surgical
grade. Well, it turned out homemade
masks are in high demand. Volunteers
from the Facebook Group “NJ Sews in
Unity” have made and distributed more
than 5,300 masks to New Jersey hos-
pitals and government entities, such as
the Atlantic Health System, the East
Orange Veterans Administration, New-
ark Beth Israel, and the Raritan Bay
Medical Center, among others. There
are about 310 volunteers who sew, cut
fabric, donate materials, or search for
elastic, a hot commodity that is hard to
come by.

Shannon Coulter of Union runs the
Facebook Group with Marci
Kleinberg Bendelli, Margaret Shore
Illis and Divine Miss Jay. “I got in-
volved because it’s important and so
needed. It’s something concrete that
you can point to and say we did this.
But it’s really ridiculous that we have
to do it. Doctors and nurses shouldn’t
be using our homemade masks, even
though many of them use the masks
over professional ones to extend the
life of their masks. We’re going to
keep going until the people in charge
get it together,” Ms. Coulter said.

Dr. Pam Brug, vice-president of
the New Jersey Black Women Physi-
cians Association, is one grateful re-
cipient of the masks. “In church we
always say ‘time, talents and tithe.’
These women have given it all. Some
are impacted, some are not working
and don’t know where the next check
is coming from, some have the virus,
some know someone who died, and
they just put their energy into helping
us on the frontline. From the moment
this started they organized, and boom,
started to deliver.”

Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle is
also seeking volunteers to sew, not
masks, but isolation gowns for long-
term care facilities. These facilities
have been particularly hard hit with
more than 10,000 deaths nationwide.
Here in New Jersey, about 50 percent
of the more than 8,200 residents who
have succumbed to the disease have
died in long-term care facilities. These
facilities are the battlefront of this war.
Once the virus gains entry it is almost
impossible to stop it from sweeping
through much of the population.

The Mayor’s post included a link to
a free pattern from
peekaboopatternshop.com, so I printed
it out from my computer, scotch-taped
it together, and started cutting up gen-
tly used bed sheets. As I pinned the
pieces together and sewed the gowns it
made me so incredibly sad that the
workers at the nursing homes and the
patients have to rely on gently used
bed sheets to protect them from a
deadly virus. The most at-risk amongst
us, our grandparents, our mothers and
fathers, are now relying on the kind-
ness of strangers to sew our bed sheets
together to protect them.

“I want to help what I consider to
be our most vulnerable residents by
tapping into the civic-mindedness and
talents of our community, but I have
to ask what happened to our ability to
harness the greatness of our country
to make great things? We can’t get
swabs, we have people in their dining
rooms sewing masks, what is going
on?” said Mayor Brindle.

Think about that for a minute. The
greatest country in the world can’t
supply its workers or its residents with
the basic protections they need. You
would think that a country with our
financial resources could start churn-
ing out masks and surgical gowns in a
matter of days, but all the sewing ma-
chines and the women who run them
are now in other countries. If anyone in
charge is interested there’s a free pat-
tern at peekaboopatternshop.com.

Since I wrote this piece Mitch
Gambert of Bespoke by Gambert has
donated the fabric for 150 surgical
gowns for long-term care facilities.

Ann Ormsby
Westfield

Cranford to Create
Virtual Graduation

The state director of emergency man-
agement recently released guidance
on graduation ceremonies. Unfortu-
nately, the state is only permitting vir-
tual graduation ceremonies to be
planned at this time. We know that this
is very disappointing news. However,
please know that we will work hard to
create a very special and memorable
virtual experience of which our senior
students, parents/guardians, and com-
munity members will be proud. To-
wards this end, Mr. Cantagallo, the
Cranford High School principal, will
work with students, parents/guardians,
and community members to create a
virtual graduation ceremony that will
take place on June 18. The District will
also provide an in-person ceremony as
soon as practicable and in accordance
with state law.

As the guidance also applies to all
year-end celebrations, each school will
work towards providing virtual experi-
ences for other traditionally celebrated
grade levels, again with an eye toward
creating in-person experiences, as soon
as practicable and in accordance with
state law.

Each principal will reach out to their
respective communities to provide plan-
ning updates.

These are truly challenging times in
a lot of ways. In the words of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., “We must accept finite
disappointment, but we must never lose
infinite hope.” We are a resilient com-
munity and we will get through this
together!

Thank you for your partnership and
your flexibility throughout this emo-
tional and evolving situation.

Dr. Scott Rubin
Superintendent of Schools

Cranford
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Compassion: A Core Principle of
The Mental Health Council

Last week, to kick off our letters to
the editor for Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, the Westfield Mental
Health Council introduced its con-
cept of CAKE, which is an acronym
for behaviors that we are working to
promote: compassion, acceptance,
kindness, empathy. These are the
“ingredients” that can enable a
stigma-free community.

We believe that the principles of
CAKE can assist us in creating a
team-based response to the issues
that confront us — in the middle of
the COVID-19 pandemic and be-
yond.

What is compassion?  Webster’s
defines compassion as “sympathetic
concern for the sufferings or misfor-
tunes of others.”

Compassion is what empowers us
as a community to move beyond
witnessing events or circumstances
with care to taking action on those
feelings — and then uniting in our
action to have the greatest positive
impact.  Instead of two hands, we
want to apply four hands, eight hands,
26 hands, 138 hands, and even more,
to meet the opportunity to care
through action, not just thoughts or
words.

Community compassion is simple,
if we work together.  Look at some of
the things we have already done as a
community. Jon Rzeznik of the
GooGoo Dolls had a simple idea for
a porch concert and as a community
we turned it into more than $240K in

a We Love Local Fund to support
retail businesses. Joe and Audrey
Mindak painted a patriotic pallet,
and now residents have bought hun-
dreds of them to raise almost $10K
to date.  Feed the Frontline, started
by Steve and Michelle Voice in an
effort to support healthcare workers
and our local restaurants, has raised
$102K from over one thousand do-
nors. The fundraising levels are im-
pressive, for sure, but it is the acts of
community compassion keeping
these activities going that are the
key.

Small acts are just as important as
these larger ones. The acts of com-
passion that are occurring inside the
walls of your own home or across the
fences between yards are tremen-
dously impactful, and all of these
gestures spread a vital message of
care as we build connections even
while socially distanced.

Gathering everyone in a virtual
setting where we can find these
shared feelings is our first task, and
we hope that the CAKE banner will
give us these opportunities.  You can
find more information on the CAKE
initiative, as well as additional men-
tal health resources at
www.westfieldnj.gov/mentalhealth.
Lastly, please feel free to send your
CAKE-filled thoughts and ideas to
cake@westfieldnj.gov.

Ron Holmes
Sub-Committee Member

Westfield Mental Health Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th of May
the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application PB-20-001: Granted ap-
proval to Carwen Management, LLC for a
conditional use of an existing structure for
an HVAC Company on Block 183 Lot 6 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 113 North Avenue West in the D-
B Zone.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

May 8, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:
Under the terms of the “Open Public

Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, and pur-
suant to requirements of N.J.S.A 10: 4-10
of the Open Public Meetings Act, please
be advised the Freeholder Agenda Setting
Session and Regular Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
scheduled to be held on Thursday, May
14, 2020 have been canceled. Any resolu-
tions that were scheduled to be heard
have been rescheduled to be heard at the
Thursday, May 21, 2020 Agenda Setting
Session and Regular Meeting.

Please note, the time and place of the
May 21, 2020 Agenda Setting Session
and Regular Meeting will remain; with the
Agenda Setting Session to commence at 5
p.m. and the Regular Meeting to com-
mence as soon as possible after the
Agenda Setting Session. Please note, both
the Agenda Setting Session and the Regu-
lar Meeting will continue to be held re-
motely via Zoom Webinar as previously
noticed.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA
Clerk of the Board

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2170

CALENDAR YEAR 2020
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
May 12, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $16.83
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Thank You to our 2020 Membership Campaign Participants 

 

Westfield is Fortunate to have FRIENDS like You 
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�� Annual Spring Book Sale �� Little Free Libraries in 6 

locations around town 

�� Book Discussion Group �� Museum Pass Program with 

FREE passes to 24 New Jersey, 

New York, & New York City 

museums 

�� Books on Wheels – Book 

delivery to the homebound 

�� New carpeting throughout the 

library, new 2
nd

 floor copier, 

and a new computer/sound 

system in the meeting room 

�� Fall Book sale dedicated to 

Children & Teens 

�� Furniture and renovations to 

the library’s youth services 

area 

�� Funding for lectures, 

performances, story hours, 

cultural events, and 8 special 

Saturday children’s programs 

�� Scholarships for Media Studies 

programs for Westfield 

teachers and librarians 

�� Hale Speaker Series featuring 

speakers connected to 

Westfield 

�� Sharing-the-Warmth – knitters 

and crocheters meet to make 

blankets for donation to 

charitable causes  
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Cunningham and Hartnett
Graduate U. of Mississippi

OXFORD, Miss. — Mallory
Margaret Cunningham of Scotch
Plains and Katherine Helyn
Hartnett of Cranford were among
the more than 5,400 graduates who
were celebrated during a live, vir-
tual event held on May 9. The pro-
gram can be viewed at olemiss.edu.

Ms. Cunningham, a general busi-
ness major, and Ms. Hartnett, a
marketing major, each earned a
Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion degree in the School of Busi-
ness Administration.

“While we aren’t able to gather in
the Grove and at other beautiful
venues on our campus right now for
traditional pomp and circumstance,
we could not let our originally
scheduled Commencement day pass
without recognizing the incredible
achievements, character and spirit
of this class of graduates,” said
Chancellor Glenn F. Boyce.

University of Mississippi lead-
ers continue to evaluate plans to
hold an in-person Commencement
ceremony at a later date.

“The university remains commit-
ted to doing all it can to honor our
graduates in person when it is safe for
us to come together as a university
community,” Chancellor Boyce said.

As part of the virtual celebration,
students — including December
2019 graduates and May and August
2020 candidates for graduation —
received an official cap and tassel
from the university, along with other
celebratory items.

The University of Mississippi, af-
fectionately known as Ole Miss, is the
state’s flagship university. It enrolls
more than 23,000 students. Its 16 aca-
demic divisions include a major medi-
cal school, nationally-recognized
schools of accountancy, law and phar-
macy, and an Honors College.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue •  908-233-5555

Vivian Cortese Strano
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Realty East
908-612-4650 cell
Vivianselleshomes.com

With years of
experience,

I understand
what it takes
 to sell and

buy a home.
I will be your

advocate…
Contact me

anytime!

Please find me:
Vivian Cortese Strano Coldwell Banker

Vivian.cortesestrano@cbmoves.com

Vivian
Cortese Strano

“Guiding
You Home”

THIS IS HARD
SCOTCH PLAINS — As a small

business owner I feel the anxiety, the
worry and the confusion with all of
you. But, I also feel the excitement
and the hope for us to come back
stronger than ever! I run an
international 360 Digital Agency, The
Social Status Co. out of Scotch Plains
(across from Stage House on Park
Ave.).

What is a 360 approach? We look
at content with a social-first eye,
seeing how it is positioned on social
media platforms, in the news, and in
social conversations.

The main thing to remember about
social media (especially in this time)
is to BE SOCIAL! You have a captive
audience of scrollers basically 24/7,
for the first time in history. You have
an opportunity to expand your reach
globally, and to speak directly to
your consumers with their undivided
attention.

Marketing budgets are typically
the first to go — it’s easy because it
feels like “excess.” This is such a
misstep. Social media is as important
as a website, as your Google listing,

as your doors being physically open.
Storytelling, with a 360 approach,

helps companies become a trustworthy
source. Being transparent makes you
likeable. Doing good in the community
makes people want to invest in you.
Think about how your business can
do its part to bring a sense of calm and
normalcy to your customers during
this unprecedented time, and it doesn’t
need to cost anything but time.

Post about what you’re doing to
stay actively engaged in your
community right now, hop on
Instagram stories and speak directly
to your audience, show your special
offerings, and most importantly —
the people behind the brand.

We are business-as-usual here, and
would love the opportunity to help in
any way we can. Please visit us at
thesocialstatusco.com, or find us on
social at @thesocialstatusco.

Marnie Nathanson
CEO

The Social Status Co.
marnie@thesocialstatusco.com

908.370.7228
Stalk us at: @thesocialstatusco

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Anderson and Hurley Earn
Univ. of Tampa Degrees

TAMPA, Fla. — The University of
Tampa virtually hosted its 150th com-
mencement on May 9 to honor 1,752
degree-seeking candidates.

Two local residents were among
this year’s graduates. Devin Ander-
son, of Westfield, graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Man-
agement. Kiera Hurley, of Cranford,
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Human Performance.

For the first time ever, due to the
unprecedented circumstances that
the COVID-19 pandemic has
brought upon campus life, The Uni-
versity of Tampa hosted a virtual
commencement.

The event was viewed online by the

students, their family members and
friends, University of Tampa faculty
and staff members, and the general
public. The ceremony included re-
marks by President Ronald Vaughn,
plus special messages from the aca-
demic deans and student challenge
speakers. Additionally, each graduate
received a personalized video com-
memorating his or her achievement.

The University of Tampa is a pri-
vate, comprehensive university lo-
cated on 110 acres on the riverfront in
downtown Tampa. It offers under-
graduate and graduate programs. The
university serves approximately
10,000 students from 50 states and
about 130 countries.

Marnie Nathanson, CEO, The Social Status Co.

Folger Inducted Into
Counseling Honor Soc.

SCRANTON, Pa. — Michael
Folger of Cranford was among the 26
University of Scranton students in-
ducted into Chi Delta Rho, the
university’s chapter of Chi Sigma Iota,
the international honor society for
counseling. Mr. Folger is a graduate
student at the Jesuit university.

The international honor society
was established in 1985 to recog-
nize outstanding achievement and
service within the profession of
counseling. The university’s chap-
ter of the honor society was estab-
lished in 1994.

Five Local Students Initiated
As Phi Kappa Phi Members
BATON ROUGE, La. — Five

local residents recently were initi-
ated into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and
most selective collegiate honor
society for all academic disciplines.
Phi Kappa Phi has its national head-
quarters in Baton Rouge, La.

Four of the honorees were initi-
ated at Kean University. They in-
clude Brianna Marie Drew and
Rachel Rothchild, both of Cranford;
Lia Sartorio of Mountainside, and
Rachael Eannucci of Scotch Plains.

The fifth student welcomed into
Phi Kappa Phi was Claire Hunter
of Westfield. She was initiated at
The College of New Jersey.

They are among approximately
30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only
and requires nomination and ap-
proval by a chapter.

Only the top 10 percent of seniors
and 7.5 percent of juniors are eligible
for membership. Graduate students
in the top 10 percent of the number of
candidates for graduate degrees also
may qualify, as do faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni who have
achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in
1897 under the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus L. Urann,
who had a desire to create a different
kind of honor society: one that rec-
ognized excellence in all academic
disciplines. Today, the Society has
chapters on more than 300 campuses
in the United States and the Philip-

pines. Its mission is “To recognize
and promote academic excellence in
all fields of higher education and to
engage the community of scholars in
service to others.”

Since its founding, more than 1.5
million members have been initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi. Some of its
notable members include former
President Jimmy Carter, NASA as-
tronaut Wendy Lawrence, novelist
John Grisham and YouTube co-
founder Chad Hurley. Each year,
Phi Kappa Phi awards nearly $1
million to outstanding students and
members through graduate and dis-
sertation fellowships, undergradu-
ate study abroad grants, funding for
post-baccalaureate development,
and grants for local, national and
international literacy initiatives. For
more information about Phi Kappa
Phi, visit phikappaphi.org.

EARTH DAY CHALLENGE...Wardlaw + Hartridge School third-grade teacher
Katherine Heiss, also the school’s Green Team leader and coordinator of
sustainability, issued a challenge to her students and invited others to participate
in a virtual celebration of the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Students were asked
to take and post photos of a five-step challenge including: Self, Family, Commu-
nity, Letter or Picture to Someone in Need, Nature. Many embraced this challenge
and shared photos on Seesaw. Pictured, Emily O’Neill of Garwood works in her
garden at home on Earth Day. Earth Day was observed on April 22.

Byrne Inducted Into
Phys. Ed. Honor Soc.
SCRANTON, Pa. — Lauren Byrne

of Cranford was among 38 University
of Scranton students inducted into Phi
Epsilon Kappa, the national honor
society in physical education. Ms.
Byrne is a graduate student exercise
science major at the Jesuit university.

For induction into the honor soci-
ety, exercise science majors in their
junior year should have achieved an
overall minimum grade point aver-
age of 3.3, and a 3.5 average in exer-
cise science courses. The honor soci-
ety was founded in 1913.
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– Obituaries –Dominic A. Di Iorio, 70, Beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Dominic A. Di Iorio

Dominic Anthony Di Iorio, 70, of
North Beach, Maryland, passed away
on Sunday, May 3, 2020, at Anne
Arundel Medical Center. Dominic
was born on July 24, 1949
in Campo Di Giove,
Abruzzi, Italy, the son of
Raffaele Di Iorio and
Silvia Di Tana. Dominic
voyaged to the United
States aboard the SS An-
drea Doria in 1954, and
arrived at his new home
in Westfield, N.J. He was
a champion soccer player
at Westfield High School,
and after graduating went
on to earn his Associate
of Applied Science de-
gree at Union County
College. He also served in the Na-
tional Guard from 1970 to 1978, and
was employed with the Pitney Bowes
company as a copier service techni-
cian for 21 years, retiring in 1993.
He married Ellen Di Maggio on
October 13, 1973, and they contin-
ued to reside in Westfield, N.J., until
August of 2014, when they moved to
North Beach, Md. Dominic was a
member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, N.J.,
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in
North Beach, the Knights of Colum-
bus Calvert Council 7870, and the
American Legion Stallings-Williams

Post 206. Dominic will be remem-
bered as a friendly and caring man
who greatly treasured family tradi-
tions and his Italian heritage.

Dominic is survived
by his wife, Ellen Di
Maggio Di Iorio of North
Beach; sons, Jason Di
Iorio of Clark, N.J., and
Jonathan Di Iorio and his
wife, Megan, of Prince
Frederick, Md., and his
grandchildren, Wesley,
Hunter and Molly Di
Iorio. He is also survived
by his brother, Adelfio
Di Iorio, and his wife,
Anna; sister,  Anita
Russo, and her husband,
Mario, and cousins Leo

and Victor Villani, all of Westfield,
N.J., as well as many nieces and
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions in Dominic’s name may
be made to the American Legion
Stallings-Williams Post 206 or the
Knights of Columbus Calvert Coun-
cil 7870.

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions,
all services will be private. Burial
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. To sign the guestbook,
please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

May 14, 2020

Charles ‘Wilson’ Jackson, III, 92
Former Westfield Elementary Principal

Charles Jackson, III

Charles “Wilson” Jackson, 92, of
Cranford, died of complications from
Covid-19 on Saturday, May 2, at Sy-
camore Rehabilitation and Assisted
Living in East Hanover.

Born in Newark, Wil-
son grew up in Kearny,
then lived in Elizabeth,
Rahway and Westfield
before moving to Bristol
Glen in Newton in 2001.
In August 2019 he
moved to Atria of
Cranford. He proudly
served in the United
States Army at the end of
World War II and was
recalled two years later
for the Korean Conflict.
Wilson received his
Bachelor of Science
from The College of New Jersey in
1953 and his Master’s Plus 30 in
Education Administration from
Rutgers. He was an elementary school
principal for the Westfield Board of
Education for over 30 years before
his retirement in 1988.

A life member of NEA and NJEA,
Wilson was also a member of the
New Jersey Elementary Principals
Association and the New Jersey
School Masters Association. He
served as president of the New Jer-
sey Council of Education, the
Westfield Historical Society, and
the Westfield Day Care Center.
Wilson served as president of the
Kiwanis Club of Westfield and was

also a member of the Scotch Plains
Kiwanis Club. He was an active
member of the First United Meth-
odist Churches in Westfield and
Newton.

The son of the late
Charles W. Jackson, II
and Dorothy Isabel
(Rawlings) Jackson, Wil-
son was also predeceased
by his wife, Virginia Ann
(Mastenbrook) Jackson,
on August 17, 2013, and
his sister, Mary Jane
(Jackson) Schmidt. He is
survived by his children,
Dr. Charles W. Jackson,
IV and his wife, Mary
Kay, of Houston, Tex.,
and Mary-Lou Jackson of
Scotch Plains; his grand-

sons, Dr. Charles W. Jackson, V of
Hampton, Va., and Kenneth B. Jack-
son of St. Petersburg, Fla.; and his
brother, Robert R. Jackson, and his
wife, Juliann, of Bronxville, N.Y.,
plus three nieces and a nephew.

Arrangements for a celebration of
Wilson’s life at FUMC Westfield are
pending and will be announced at a
later date.

Memorial donations may be made
to Bristol Glen Fellowship Fund, 200
Bristol Glen Drive, Newton, N.J.
07860.

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at
www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com.

May 14, 2020

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic

violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

Richard Joseph Stravach, 79, Loving
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Richard Joseph Stravach, 79,
passed away on Wednesday, May
6, 2020, at his home in
Lavallet te.  Born in
Scranton, Pa., he had
been a resident of
Westfield for 35 years
prior to moving to their
shore home in Lavallette
upon his ret irement
seven years ago.

Richard was a gradu-
ate of East Orange High
School, and worked as a
route salesman for 35
years and then an Inde-
pendent Beverage and
Vending Distributor for
Coca-Cola Bottling Company. He
was also a member of the Army
Reserve.

He is survived by his beloved
wife of fifty-six years, Carol Rogers
Stravach; his daughter, Carol
Brown (Harry) of Westfield, N.J.;
sons, Edward Stravach (Lauren) of

Westfield, N.J., and David Stravach
(Krista) of Fairfax, Va.; and his

cherished grandchil-
dren,  Alexandra,
Stephanie,  Michael ,
Gabriel le,  Matthew,
Samantha,  Laura,
Margot and Gillian. He
was predeceased by his
son, Mark Stravach, who
died in 2018; his par-
ents, Joseph and Mildred
Stravach, and his sisters,
Mildred Raffelt  and
Lorraine Combs.

Private services were
entrusted to Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home in

Westfield. Interment took place at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East
Hanover. A funeral mass and cel-
ebration of life will occur at a later
time. For additional information,
please visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

May 14, 2020

Richard J. Stravach

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

Dorothy Golush, 100,
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

Dorothy Golush

Dorothy Golush, 100, of
Clearbrook, Monroe, N.J., passed
away on Saturday, May
9, 2020, at the Princeton
Medical Center.

Born and raised in
Manhattan, she married
Abe and moved to
Bayonne in 1943. She
moved to Monroe in
1986.

Mrs. Golush worked
for the Jersey City
Board of Education.
She has been a member
of Temple Beth Am in
Bayonne since 1954.
She was an active member and par-
ticipant in the Brandeis Club in
Monroe.

She was always happy and up-

beat and never jealous of anyone.
She enjoyed playing the slot ma-

chines and was waiting for
the casinos to reopen.

She is preceded by her
husband, Abe, who passed
away in 2006.

She is survived by her
daughter, Ruth Golush, of
Monroe, N.J., and son,
David (Renee), of Westfield,
N.J.; two grandchildren,
Dara and Jason (Nina), and
her great-grandson, Zachary.

She was buried on
Monday,  May 11,  a t
United Hebrew Cemetery

in Staten Island. Rabbi Bennett
Miller of Temple Emanu-El offi-
ciated.

May 14, 2020

JFSCNJ to Address Coping
With Loss In Quarantine

WESTFIELD AREA — Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey (JFSCNJ) will present a pro-
gram on “Coping With Loss and
Grief During Quarantine” on Mon-
day, May 18, at 8 p.m., via Zoom.

Free and open to the entire com-
munity, the presentation will be led
by JFSCNJ Licensed Social Work-
ers Lauren Laudati and Greg Yucht.

“The program will discuss some
psychoeducation on what the typi-
cal stages of grief may look like
and how it may look different dur-
ing a quarantine,” said Ms. Laudati.

“We will also discuss resources
and coping strategies that people
could find helpful,” stated Mr.
Yucht.

A graduate of SUNY Buffalo and
Ramapo College of New Jersey,
Ms. Laudati is trained in psycho-
logical first aid and suicide be-
reavement. She currently is work-
ing towards certification in Trauma
Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy. Her work has often in-
volved trauma, including indi-
vidual and community responses
to traumatic events.

Mr. Yucht is a licensed, Russian-
speaking social worker who holds
a Masters of Social Work degree
from Columbia University and a
Masters degree in Jewish history
from the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary. At JFSCNJ, he provides coun-
seling and case management and

leads programming for Holocaust
survivors from the former Soviet
Union.

This program is funded by grants
from the JFNA Center for Ad-
vanced Holocaust Care, the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ, Northfield Bank, The Confer-
ence on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany, and the Wilf
Family Foundation.

To join the Zoom session and
receive an invitat ion,  email
info@jfscentralnj.org and indicate
that it is for this session.

Barbara A. Kaplan, 85, Was Teacher,
Reading Specialist In Westfield

Barbara A. Kaplan, 85, passed away
on Friday, May 8, 2020, at Ashbrook
Care and Rehabilitation Center in
Scotch Plains. She was born in Mount
Carmel, Pa., to the late Joseph and
Anna (Zuk) Dempskie.
She graduated from
Irvington High School in
1952, earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from
Rutgers University in
Newark in 1958 and re-
ceived her Reading Spe-
cialist MA from Kean
University in 1975. She
was a devout member of
St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Barbara and her family moved to
Westfield in 1968. She taught el-
ementary school in the Westfield
Public School District and contin-
ued her career as a reading special-
ist, first at several elementary
schools and then at McKinley El-
ementary School. She was a highly
regarded resource person for class-
room teachers when they realized
one of their students was struggling.

After Barbara retired in 2000, she
assumed other resource person roles:
the niece her childless aunt and uncle
(sister and brother) relied upon to
make the 135-mile journey to their
home in Mount Carmel, Pa., to care
for their needs as they aged, and the
mother who cared for her oldest son
when he was diagnosed with a brain
tumor. She was active in several

groups, including Blue Horizons at
St. Helen’s Catholic Church, AARP
Westfield Area chapter, St. Helen’s
Spiritual Book Club and the Central
New Jersey Brain Tumor Support

Group. Her lifelong pas-
sion was reading, but she
also enjoyed attending
live theatre at the Paper
Mill Playhouse and on
Broadway.

Barbara was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Eugene; her daughter, Su-
san, and her son, Kevin.
She is survived by her
son, Keith Kaplan (Rita)
of Chester Springs, Pa.;
daughter, Mary Addeo

(John) of Rolling Hills Estates, Ca-
lif.; her sister, Diana Skocypec
(Ron) of Westlake Village, Calif.;
her grandson, Matt Kaplan (Lorie)
of Exton, Pa.; and many beloved
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Private services have been en-
trusted to Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home of Westfield. Entombment
took place at Saint Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions in her
memory may be made to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey, 31
Evans Terminal, Hillside, N.J.
07205, or www.cfbnj.org. A Memo-
rial Mass will be planned for a future
date. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Barbara A. Kaplan

Photo courtesy of Lincoln School Principal Mary Emmons
SIGN OF HOPE...This chalk drawing of a rainbow is among the many symbols
of hope and resilience recently seen around Garwood neighborhoods, designed to
boost the spirits of borough residents and other passersby.

Michael Ceklosky, 88, Devoted Family
Man, Devout Parishioner, Gardener

Thomas L. Quelly, 93, Family Man,
Businessman, Active In Scouting

Thomas L. Quelly, 93, of Warren,
New Jersey, passed away peace-
fully in his home on Saturday, May
9, 2020.

Thomas was born to Louis and
Emilia DiGiovanni Quelly in
Plainfield, New Jersey, on Septem-
ber 10, 1926. Following graduation
from Cranford High School, he
served honorably in the Army Air
Corps, stationed in post-war Ger-
many as an aircraft mechanic. As a
young man, he was active in the
Catholic Youth Organization, where
he met his wife, Catherine Ryan,
with whom he shared nearly 63 years
of marriage, until her death in 2017.

He was a partner with his late
brother, Carmen Quelly, in Westfield
Electrical Service, which continues
to operate under the management of
his son, William. With his own
hands, Thomas cleared the land and
built a house in Warren that would
be the family home for over 57
years. For over a decade, he served
as an adult leader in Boy Scout
Troop 28, where he positively in-
fluenced the lives of many young
men. He was a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Watchung.

A consummate craftsman, he
spent his later years tinkering in his
woodworking shop and painting
landscapes. Over the past 35 years,
he especially treasured spending
time and sharing experiences with
his beloved grandchildren.

Thomas is preceded in death by

his wife, Catherine R. Quelly; his
parents, Louis and Emilia Quelly,
and his brothers, Joseph R. Quelly
(Palma) and Carmen Quelly (late
Lee). Thomas leaves behind to cher-
ish his memory his sister, Phyllis
Liotta (late Frank), and his five chil-
dren, Thomas J. Quelly (Susan),
William Quelly, Carol Toffoli
(Mark), David Quelly (Stephanie)
and Catherine Barnes (James), and
nine loving grandchildren, Amanda
Quelly, Sarah Quelly, Matthew
Toffoli, Vincent Toffoli (Kristin),
Christine Toffoli, Emily Barnes,
Natalie Barnes, Olivia Quelly and
Amelia Quelly.

The family would like to express
their appreciation and gratitude for
the care provided to Thomas by the
doctors and staff at Overlook Medi-
cal Center and the Summit Medical
Group. In addition, their very spe-
cial thanks go to the home health
aides from Atlantic Health who
cared for Thomas during the past
year.

Considering current COVID-19
restrictions, a Christian Funeral Ser-
vice will be held at Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023, for immedi-
ate family followed by a graveside
ceremony on Friday, May 15. For
those who wish to attend the service
on May 15 at 1 p.m., via online
video streaming, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
for the link to the Zoom Service.

A Memorial Mass and celebra-
tion of Thomas’ life will be held at
a future date.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in his name to the Warren
Rescue Squad, 6 Bardy Road, War-
ren, N.J. 07059.

May 14, 2020

Michael A. Ceklosky, 88, passed
away on Saturday, May 9, 2020.
Born and raised in Wilkes-Barre,
Pa., he lived in Bayonne before set-
tling down with his family in
Westfield, N.J., for over 40 years
until moving to Cranford
in 2017.

Michael  “Mike”
graduated Sacred Heart
Mission House High
School in Girard, Pa.,
attended Kings College
in Wilkes-Barre and
served in the Army of
the United States dur-
ing peacetime in Ger-
many and Italy. He was
thereafter employed as
a teletype communica-
tor with Western Union
International in New
York City before retiring.

Mike was a loving husband, fa-
ther and grandfather who loved to
spend time with his family and
friends, was devoted to the church
and loved to garden. He will be
remembered for his kindness and
generosity and the love of his fam-
ily and his passion for gardening.
Along with his wife, Mary, he raised
his daughters with a strong set of
family values. Mike was a devoted
member of the Parish Community
of Saint Helen in Westfield. He
was always willing to help his
neighbor. He was blessed with a
green thumb and always created
beautiful, colorful gardens of flow-
ers and vegetables. Mike loved to
share plants with those who appre-

ciated and desired them. He en-
joyed traveling abroad and trips to
Pennsylvania to visit family.

He was predeceased by his lov-
ing wife, Mary, who passed in 2008.
Surviving are his six daughters,

Marlene Iacoponi (Lou),
Priscilla Duncan (Paul),
Audrey Logar (Doug),
Michele White (Ben),
Justine Logar (Dave) and
Monica Gildea (Jim); his
surviving siblings,
Francis Ceklosky, Joseph
Ceklosky,  Maryanne
Krajnic,  Barbara
Ceklosky and John
Ceklosky, and ten grand-
children, Ashley (Alex),
Michael, Tim, Kayla, An-
thony,  Christopher,
Ryleigh, Jimmy, Katy and

Sarah. He was predeceased by his
siblings Leonard Ceklosky,
Bernadine Stefanovich and Flo-
rence Sierko.

Due to the current pandemic, pri-
vate services were held this week
with interment at Fairview Cem-
etery. A Memorial Mass will be
held at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield at a later date.

Those who wish may make me-
morial donations to the Parish Com-
munity of Saint Helen, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Arrangements are by
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield. To sign the guestbook
and leave a remembrance, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

May 14. 2020

FANS OF HISTORY...Hand fans were first seen during the early Egyptian
period, when they were used to move air and repel insects. Over the centuries
they appeared in many cultures and in many designs. By the late 19th century,
they became a symbol of wealth and aristocracy and were often given as
elaborate gifts. The type of fan owned by a Victorian woman indicated social
status. Nearly every Victorian woman owned a fan. These two fans were given
as gifts in the Reeve-Tichenor family. The larger satin fan was an engagement
gift from William Edgar Reeve to Mary Luella “Mamie” Tichenor in 1892. The
smaller fan was a wedding gift to Mamie Tichenor Reeve’s mother, Mary
Elizabeth Kennedy Tichenor, in 1865.

Lifelong Westfield Launches
Online Talks For Seniors

WESTFIELD — Lifelong Westfield
(formerly known as the Mayor’s Se-
nior Advisory Council) has launched a
weekly online discussion series for the
town’s senior citizens to help create
community while social distancing.
The weekly chats are held via Zoom
and cover a range of topics.

“This is a great example of using
technology and creativity to help our
town residents manage through this
crisis,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle.
“This crisis is especially hard on se-
niors because they are one of the most
vulnerable populations, so holding
weekly discussions online is a great
way to promote community and to-
getherness.”

The first weekly discussion group
was held on May 1 for 90 minutes and
was quite lively, according to Brad

Chananie, Lifelong Westfield co-chair.
“Though we were supposed to talk
about ways to cope with the
coronavirus, we spent most of the time
getting to know one another and talk-
ing about our shared interests and hob-
bies.”

The weekly discussions — free and
open to any senior living in Westfield
— will be held every Friday at 3 p.m.,
with a different topic chosen each week,
and are moderated by Westfield resi-
dent Lloyd Marks. To participate, email
westfieldchats@gmail.com or call
(908) 347-2662.

Lifelong Westfield is an advisory
council started by Mayor Brindle. Its
mission is to promote successful aging
in place in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, visit https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/lifelong.

Michael A. Ceklosky
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David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING IT CLOSE...Blue Devil Julia Csorba (left), Raider Kayla Paprocki (center) and Blue Devil Lauren Triarsi clear
the 100 hurdle at the same time during the Union County Conference Championships in Berkeley Heights on May 10, 2019.

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUCIAL PUTOUT AT HOME...Raider catcher Peter Yarem puts the tag on Cougar Matt Perino in the seventh inning
after a super relay from leftfielder Pat Downey to shortstop Peter Warren, who fired it to Yarem (May 6, 2017).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
From the archives of The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

May 8, 2019: The top-seeded Sum-
mit Hilltoppers defeated No. 2 seed
Westfield, 9-4, to win its second
straight Union County Tournament
boys lacrosse championship on May
8 at Nolan Field on the campus of
Johnson High School in Clark. John
Fischetti scored three goals and added
an assist to lead the Hilltoppers’ of-
fensive effort. Blue Devil senior De-

von McLane scored two goals and
recorded an assist and senior Jake
Engelke added a goal. C.J. Duffy had
a goal and an assist. Mack Prybylski
had an assist.

May 9/10, 2019: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Westfield and Union Catho-
lic battled until the end to determine
which one would be the top team for
the Union County Conference
Watchung Division boys Track &
Field crown at Governor Livingston
on May 9-10. In the end, it would be
the SPF Raiders taking the top spot
with a total of 109 just ahead of
Westfield at 108 and the Vikings at
106.

Raider Jacob Leigh crossed first in
the 100 with a time of 10.84, followed
by Blue Devil Ajay Olson at 11.02.
Leigh also took first in the 400 at
48.58. Leigh needed only to clear 6-0
to win the high jump. Raider Kyle
Estivene won the 400 hurdles with a
time of 57.06. Olson denied Leigh of
a fourth title when he crossed first in
the 200 at 21.98, while Leigh crossed
in 22.1.

Blue Devil Will Loggia crossed
first in the 1,600 with a time of 4:25.27.
Blue Devils Connor Hatch at 155-1,
Will Kessler at 152-7 and Tom Davis
at 152-6 swept the javelin 1-2-3.
Raider Ben Fleischer, who led from
the start, stepped up his pace on the
last two laps to easily win the 3,200
with a time of 9:39.44, followed by
Loggia at 9:45.8.

May 9/10, 2019: Union Catholic
won 11 individual events to win the
Union County Conference Watchung
Division girls track & field title held
at Governor Livingston High School
on May 9-10. The Lady Vikings had a
team total of 209 with Westfield a
distant second at 98 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood third at 93.

Raider Olivia Fletcher took top
honors in the discus (100-4) and shot
put (35-2.75). Blue Devil senior Sam
Stravach won the javelin event (115-

4) and sophomore Katie Hamilton set
a WHS record in the 800. Hamilton,
although finishing second behind
Governor Livingston standout
Victoria Vanriele, who crossed in
2:09.4, broke the WHS record by
crossing in 2:13.1.

May 11, 2019: Small ball turned
big results for the sixth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team in its
Union County Tournament semifinal
game against the second-seeded Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders at Kean

University on May 11. Dallas
Lorenzetti’s perfectly placed bunt
earned him a single and forced the
hand of Highlander pitcher John Grill
which resulted in an overthrow and
two Raiders scuffing home plate in
the second inning en route to a 6-2
victory.

Senior pitcher Danny Wilkinson
limited the GL power machine to just

three hits, while striking out 10 bat-
ters. The big hit he did allow was a
leadoff solo home run to Chris Bruno
in the fifth inning. Pat Cuccurullo
went 1-for-2, scored twice and had an
RBI. Mike Dieu got a three-run third
inning started with a single and later
Chris Smith gave the Raiders a 6-1
lead with his line drive RBI single to
left.

May 6, 2018: Pitching called the
shots to decide whether top-seeded
Roselle Park or third-seeded
Westfield was going to emerge as
softball champions of the Union

County Tournament held at Kean
University in Union on May 6. The
Panthers took advantage of a hit bat-
ter and a walk and added a pair of
singles to score twice in the bottom of
the first inning for the game’s only
runs in a 2-0 victory.

Panther pitcher Madison Hummel
yielded five hits and three walks, while
recording two strikeouts. Hummel did
not allow more than one hit in any
given inning and only one of her
walks came in an inning where the
Blue Devils had a hit. Blue Devil
freshman pitcher Michaela Hobson
whacked a pair of doubles and Bridget
Hyland went 2-for-3.

Hobson, after giving up the two
runs, on two hits, a walk and a hit
batter in the first inning, went on to
permit just one more hit and one walk
the rest of the way. Hobson, who
finished with five strikeouts, retired
10 straight batters before Panther
Gabrielle Scott reached safely on an
error in the fifth inning.

May 9, 2018: Just one day after
knocking off the Governor Livingston
Highlanders for the second time this
season, the Cranford softball team
unloaded all of its offensive might on
the Benedictine Academy Green Bees
at Adams Field in Cranford on May 9.
The 9-6 Cougars scored nine runs in
the bottom of the first inning, added
one in the second and erupted for six
more in the third to grab a 16-0, three
and one-half inning shutout.

Sarah Gluck rapped a double and a
pair of singles, while scoring twice
and adding two RBI. Erin
Schwerdtfeger (2 RBI) singled twice,
doubled and scored twice. Taylor
Reitzel singled twice, scored twice
and had an RBI. Mia Markase (RBI)
singled twice and scored twice. Dolan
rapped a two-run double and
Morrigan Gardiner (RBI, run) singled
twice in the first inning. Ava Manfra

doubled in her one plate appearance
but scored twice — once as a pinch
runner for Brenna Dolan. But the big
blast came from Grace O’Brien, who
lined a three-run home run in the third
inning.

May 11, 2018: Offensive spurts
interrupted the strong performances
of two fine starting pitchers in the
Union County Tournament semifinal
game between fourth-seeded Union
and top-seeded Westfield at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on May 11. The
biggest and deciding eruption came
in the bottom of the fifth inning when

Chris Wagner crushed a grand slam
home run over the right field fence
then Jake Vall-Llobera followed with
his second double of the evening and
scored on Jon DeDomenico’s single
to catapult the Blue Devils from a 3-
2 deficit to a 7-4 victory.

May 11, 2018: Sudden impact from
the Raiders’ bats plus a commanding
three-hit performance from pitcher
Jake Friedman set the Colonia Patri-
ots back on their heels in a way that
they could never recover resulting in
a 12-1, four and one-half inning vic-

tory for the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood baseball team on May 11.

The 14-8 Raiders pounded out 13
hits, which included a pair of doubles
and a triple, and the majority of the
hits were drilled right up the middle.
Anthony DiNizo and Tyler Stines did
a lot of damage. Stines, who scored
twice, rapped a two-run single and an
RBI single and added an RBI
groundout for four RBI. DiNizo lined
a two-run single, doubled off the left-
centerfield fence and scored once.
Sam Schetelich lashed an RBI single

walked twice and scored all three
times.

May 4-6, 2017: Union Catholic
easily captured first place and the
Westfield girls placed second at the
Union County Relays held on May 4
and May 6 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The Lady Vikings finished
with a total of 125 and the Blue Dev-
ils totaled 58, followed by Governor
Livingston (GL) at 52, Summit at 48,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 39 and
Cranford at 38. The Blue Devils took

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A REAL GOOD TIME TO CELEBRATE...The Blue Devils prapare to greet
Chris Wagner as he heads toward home plate after whacking a grand slam home
run in the fifth inning of the UCT semifinal game against Union at Kean University
on May 11, 2018.

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW TO FIRST...Cougar Tessa Ferentinos beats the throw
to Blue Devil Lauren Fernandez covering first base in the fourth inning at
Westfield on May 12, 2016. The Blue Devils topped the Cougars, 5-4.
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Mirror at Ballyhoo Sports
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A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
first in four events.

Blue Devils Devyn Heinzerling,
Tani Horton, Emma Jackler and Mia
Melao crossed first in the distance
medley relay (DMR) with a personal-

best (PB) time of 12:32.79. Raiders
Maddy Bord, Lizzy Ley, Amanda
Logie and Erika Muskus finished third
at 13:02.88. In the field events, Blue
Devils Keren Moncayo (104-8 — best
throw), Sam Stravach (98-3 — 5th-
best) and Kylinn Kraemer (81-3) won
the javelin with a distance of 279-4.

Blue Devils Sarah Hacker, Caroline
Stockwell, Taylor Bechtloff and
Brianna Hatch crossed first in the
4x1,600 with a WHS record time
21:55.98. Blue Devils Tess Brown
(9-0) and Leah Norton (8-6) won the
pole vault with a height of 17-6.

May 4-6, 2017: The Union Catho-
lic Viking boys regained its title that it
lost last year to Westfield by totaling
116 points at the Union County Re-
lays held at Gary Kehler Stadium on
May 4 and May 6. The Elizabeth
Minutemen took second with a total
of 84 and the Blue Devils, who took
first in one event, took third with 60
points. Rahway was fourth at 48, fol-
lowed by Union at 33. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed eighth at 25 and
Cranford took ninth with 21 points.

Blue Devils Spencer Weigand

(1,200), Cam McLaughlin (400),
James McCutcheon (800) and Jake
Triarsi (1,600) were involved in the
tight distance medley relay (DMR)
race with the Raiders and Vikings in
the beginning but in the end the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers took first with a time
of 10:36.91. The Blue Devils finished
second at 10:38.83 and Raiders Ben
Fleischman, Brandon Garcia, Colin
Sullivan and Max Toll finished third
at 10:40.89. Adrian Jimenez,
Fleischer, Garcia and Sullivan fin-
ished second in the 4x1,600 with a
time of 18:32.57.

Blue Devils Tom Fuccillo (167-9
— meet’s best), Joe San Giacomo
(156-10 — 4th best) and Brendon
Riccardi (138-8) won the javelin event
with a distance of 463-3. Cougars
Trey Pascual and Mark Lynch won
the team pole vault with a height of 25
feet. Pascual’s height of 13 feet tied

Cheney Price (New Providence) and
Viking Conor Reilly for the best
height. Raider Nigel Nelson had the
best clearance in the high jump with
a height of 6-4. Blue Devils Phil

Dwyer with the meet’s best leap of
21-4.75 (PB), Sam Bennett with the
sixth-best leap of 20-4.25 (PB) and
Dan LaMastra (17-4) took fourth in
the team long jump with a distance of
59-1.

May 6, 2017: Power took center
stage and nearly all of it exploded off
the bats of the fourth-seeded Westfield
baseball team as the Blue Devils
routed the Crusaders of A.L. Johnson,
15-4, in four and one-half innings in
the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) at
Cranford’s Memorial Field on May 6.
The victory propelled the 11-7 Blue
Devils into a showdown with
Cranford, 3-2 winners over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, for the UCT crown
to be held at Kean University this
Saturday, May 13.

The Blue Devils racked up 14 hits,
which included three home runs and
four doubles, and every player in the
lineup managed to reach base. Desig-
nated hitter Kobi Wolf (2-for-3, 2
runs) blasted a three-run homer over
the leftfield fence just after Chris
Wagner drilled a two-run double to

cap a five-run first inning, setting the
stage of what was yet to come. Alex
Pancini finished 3-for-4, with two runs
scored and an RBI. Matt LaCorte
went 3-for-3 with a double, three runs
scored and an RBI.

But the bottom of the fourth inning
sealed the deal when 12 Blue Devils
stepped to the plate and delivered
nine runs on nine hits, including a
two-run homer over the centerfield
fence by James Friel and a two-run
homer over the left-centerfield fence
by Jake Lerie (3 runs scored), who
also rapped an RBI double in the
inning.

May 6, 2017: Manufactured runs
and superb pitching dictated the flow
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinal round game between
second-seeded Cranford and third-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
Memorial Field in Cranford on May

6. Unlike the “blastfest” of the first
semifinal game between Westfield and
A.L. Johnson, “small ball” and crafty
base running dictated the outcome
that was decided in the bottom of the
eighth inning when Pat Connelly
tapped an infield single to bring home
James Shriner to earn the Cougars a
3-2 victory and a trip to face Westfield
in the UCT championship game.

Cougar Gordon Graceffo pitched
the entire eight innings and allowed
four hits, a walk and a hit batter, while
striking out five Raiders. Danny
Wilkinson pitched the first five in-
nings for the Raiders before being
relieved by Timmy Geissel in the sixth.
Wilkinson allowed three hits, two
walks and a hit batter, while striking
out five Cougars. Geissel allowed four
hits and a walk and struck out two
batters.

After Graceffo retired all three
Raiders in the top of the first, Ryan
Bakie bashed a one-out double in the
Cranford first and the crafty base run-
ning began when he stole third. It paid
off when Shriner lofted a long fly to
center, Bakie tagged up and sprinted
home for the first run of the game.

The Raider fourth began with a
leadoff walk to Jake Canavan, who
then stole second base. Peter Yarem
slashed an RBI double to right then

slicked to third when Matt Fox reached
first on an error. Now with Yarem on
third, Peter Warren pulled off a suc-
cessful squeeze bunt single as Yarem
came barreling home to give the Raid-
ers a 2-1 lead.

More “small ball” arrived in the
Cougar fourth. Catcher Mike McGee
reached base on a throwing error and
was replaced by courtesy runner James
Wozniak, who stole second and
dashed to third on a pitch in the dirt.
Matt Perino, who laid down the suc-
cessful game-winning squeeze bunt
in the sectional championship game
against Somerville last year, did it
again and Wozniak sprinted home to
knot the score and to set up the excit-
ing conclusion.

May 7, 2016: The Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team pulled off
an absolutely stunning come-from-
behind 7-6, double-overtime victory
against Summit in the finals of the
Union County Tournament (UCT)

held on May 7 at Johnson High School
in Clark. In a series of events that can
best be described as miraculous, se-
nior Toby Burgdorf tied the game
with 11 seconds left in regulation and
then freshman Devon McLane won it
in the second overtime with a goal
from the right side to give the Blue
Devils their second straight county
title against a shell shocked Summit
team.

The Blue Devils prevailed under
the most unlikely set of circumstances
that seemed to be pulled from the
pages of a bad Hollywood script. First,
Nicky Bond potted one off of a nice
assist from James Bohlinger to pull
Westfield within one, at 6-5 with: 34
seconds remaining in regulation. With
Summit in possession, Westfield de-
fenders scrambled to cause a turnover
and the ball somehow ended up in
goaltender Burgdorf’s possession and
as the clock ticked down to 10 sec-
onds the savvy senior did not hesitate
to take action. Burgdorf launched the
ball the length of the field and on one
bounce it found its way past Summit
goaltender Ted Cranley, clanking up
against the crossbar before barely
clearing the goal on the rebound.

May 11, 2016: The Cranford girls’
lacrosse team scored an important, 8-
6 win over Scotch Plains-Fanwood

on May 11 in Scotch Plains. Maggie
Roman led the Cougars with four
goals and Sarah Ross had two goals
and one assist. Hannah Ross had one
goal and three assists and Megan
Power scored once. Sabrina DiLollo
had two goals and an assist for the
Raiders. Amber Bretz added two goals
and Kelly Mehorter and Giulia Frias
each scored one goal.

May 12, 2016: Early inning scor-
ing by both teams transformed into a
pitchers’ duel in the later innings but
the Westfield High School softball
team plated all of its runs in the first
two innings then managed to hold off
the Cranford Cougars, 5-4, in a regu-
lar-season game in Westfield on May
12. Junior third baseman Danielle
Rinaldi recorded three of the Blue
Devils’ hits, which included an RBI
double and scoring once. Catcher
Erica Lawrence provided some clout
with a two-run triple and a single,
while scoring once.

Two underclassmen provided the
big hits for the Cougars. Freshman
Erin Schwerdtfeger doubled and
scored, and singled and scored.
Sophomore Taylor Reitzel, who had

an RBI, banged a pair of doubles,
scored once and added a long fly ball
that was dropped, resulting in two
more runs being scored.

May 14, 2016: “Small Ball” by
both teams dominated the first three
innings then the top-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team’s bats
activated in the fifth and sixth innings
to propel the Raiders to an 8-5 victory
over the fourth-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars in a Union County Tournament
semifinal round game at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on May 14.

The big booms that occurred in
those two innings came off the bats of
Raider catcher Peter Yarem (3 runs
scored), who doubled in the fifth and
launched an RBI triple in the sixth,
and George Mueller, who smashed a
key two-run double in the fifth. Ear-
lier Tyler O’Brien (2-for-4, run)
yanked an RBI single and Jake
Canavan laid down a perfect RBI
squeeze bunt single.

The Cougars introduced the “Small
Ball” right off the “bat” in the top of
the first. Joe Norton hopped a leadoff
single, Brian Oblachinski pushed a
bunt that proved too difficult for the

pitcher to handle. Garrett Forrestal
laid down a bunt single then Norton
scored on Mike Smith’s groundout to
second. Ryan Bakie, who would triple
in the seventh inning, walked and
Tom Armstrong added an RBI
groundout to second. Forrestal scored
on a wild pitch to give the Cougars a
3-0 lead.

May 7, 2015: Stephanie Visconti
tossed a one-hitter and helped the
A.L. Johnson softball team defeat the
Blue Devils, 12-0, in Westfield.
Visconti allowed just one walk and
struck out four in six innings and also
added two singles and an RBI offen-
sively. The only two Blue Devils, who
reached base against Visconti were
Jordan Sacher who singled and Elena
Elliott who received a walk.

May 7, 2015: Getting pitches across
the plate made a big difference in the
Governor Livingston Highlanders’ 7-

4 victory over the Blue Devil baseball
team at Westfield. Highlander pitcher
Brian Cranston yielded only two free
passes in his seven innings, while
Blue Devil pitchers Ben Herbster and

Sean Elliott ceded a combined 11
walks and a hit batter. Colin Dursee
went 2-for-3, with a run scored and
Devin Anderson hammered a two-run
double for the Blue Devils.

May 9, 2015: The Westfield High
School boys’ lacrosse team scored its
first Union County Tournament title
since 2007 with a dramatic, sudden 4-
3 victory in triple overtime against
Summit at Nolan Field in Clark. James
Bohlinger slipped in from behind the
net just seconds into the third over-
time and fired a shot into the back of
the goal giving the Blue Devils the
stunning victory.

May 9, 2015: Behind a command-
ing 12-strikeout performance from
sophomore Alanna Namit, the Gover-
nor Livingston Highlanders were able
to claim redemption and the Union
County Tournament crown after fall-
ing to Westfield in the title game the
past two years with a 4-3 win over the
Cranford Cougars at Flannagan Field
in Linden. Morgan Ferretti rapped
two RBI for the Cougars and Julia
Palozzola doubled and scored once.

May 9, 2015: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior shortstop Zach

Lipshitz went 2-for-2 to collect his
100th career hit in a 13-0 triumph
over Barringer. After the Barringer
game, Lipshitz has amassed a .542
batting average (39-for-72) this sea-
son with six doubles and 12 stolen
bases, while striking out only once.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANG UP PLAY...Blue Devil Gen Howell looks at the umpire’s call as Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger holds the ball
and pitcher Morrigan Gardiner observes during the UCT semifinal won by Westfield, 8-5, at Kean U. on May 8, 2019.

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEST JUMP OF THE AFTERNOON...Blue Devil  Phil Dwyer had the best jump in the long jump event with a personal-
best distance of 21-4.75 at the Union County Relay at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May 4, 2017.

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING SAFELY INTO THIRD...Raider Pat Downey dives into third base in the
first inning as Colonia Patriot third baseman Nick Nielson attempts to make a tag.
The Raiders poured on the offense and defeated the Patriots, 12-1, via 10-run rule
in four and one-half innings in Scotch Plains on May 11, 2018.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING SECOND BASE...Blue Devil Dan DoCampo, No. 2, steals second
base in the first inning as Highlander second baseman John Tedesco, No. 17, tries
to get the throw. GL defeated the Blue Devils, 7-4, in Westfield (May 7, 2015).

David B. Corbin (UCC track May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING A TIGHT PACK...Blue Devil Emma Jackler, No. 1, leads a pack of
four competitors, Blue Devil Sarah Hacker, No. 2, Raider Sarah Greene, middle,
and Blue Devil Brianna Hatch, after the first lap of the 1,600 (May 11, 2018).

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING FROM THE START...Raider Ben Fleischer, right, leads the pack in
the 3,200 at the UCC Championships in Berkeley Heights. Blue Devils Will Loggia,
center, Will McGlynn and Jack Moranz follow closely (May 9/10, 2019).

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCED OUT AT THIRD...Blue Devil Natalie Patterson, No. 6, slides towards
third but eventually gets called out on a force play when Cougar third baseman
Ryann Belliot receives the throw from pitcher Sam Wetherell (May 10, 2017).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING TO AVOID A COLLISION...Raider pitcher Jack DeFouw leaps to
avoid contact with Cougar Garrett Forrestal in the first inning of the Union
County Tournament semifinal game at Kean University in Union on May 14, 2016.
The Raiders won, 8-5.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
May 9-10, 2014: The Blue Devil

girls and the Raider boys track & field
teams won their respective Union

County Watchung Conference cham-
pionships at Governor Livingston
High School. Blue Devils Sophia
Goldschmidt, Brooke Schaeffer,
Amanda Fischer and Jenna Helfand
set a meet record in the 4x400 with a
time of 3:59.89. Blue Devil Gabby
Stravach was a double winner, cross-
ing first in the 1,600 with a time of
5:16.35, then crossed first in the 3,200
with a time of 11:35.29.

Raider Quaryee Bull took top hon-
ors in the triple jump with a distance
of 42-0. Blue Devils Matt Luppino at
1:57.97 and Frankie Pinney at 2:02.49
took 1-2 in the 800. Cougar Pat Lynch
cleared 14 feet to win the pole vault.

May 10, 2014: After dethroning
Governor Livingston in lopsided fash-
ion in last year’s Union County Tour-
nament championship, the top-seeded
Blue Devils softball team knew the
Highlanders would be looking for

revenge. In a rematch, the Lady Blue
Devils followed a traditional recipe
of outstanding pitching, stingy de-

fense and timely hitting to success-
fully retain their title.

Propelled by a 10-strikeout, five-

hit outing by senior pitcher Elena
Scarano, a two-hit, three-RBI perfor-
mance by senior Shannon Schaefer,
and an acrobatic, momentum-swing-
ing catch in leftfield by senior Rebecca
Kaufman, the Lady Devils defeated
the Highlanders, 5-2, at Memorial
Field in Linden.

May 11, 2014: Triskaidekaphobia
no more! Clutch hits, run saving
catches and a strong pitching perfor-
mance from Brad DeMartino guided
the third-seeded Blue Devils baseball
team to its 14th Union County Tour-
nament championship with a 5-3 vic-
tory over top-seeded Governor
Livingston at Kean University in
Union. DeMartino recorded eight
strikeouts and walked only one, while
allowing six hits. Centerfielder An-
thony Perconte made a pair of run-
saving catches.

Trailing 2-1, Jake Boyle stepped in

for the injured Chris Hogge in the
fourth inning and drilled a first-pitch
fastball to center scoring Cal

Robertshaw. Dan DoCampo dropped
an RBI single into left then Perconte
made the score, 4-2, with an RBI
triple to center. In the sixth, DoCampo
brought Robertshaw home again with
a double to left.

May 9, 2013: Physical readiness
and speed played a major role in the
margin of victory when the Raider
girls’ lacrosse team overwhelmed
Warren Hills, 10-6, on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains. Junior midfielder/at-
tacker Julie Haggan and junior at-
tacker Andrea McNeely each pow-
ered three goals, while senior attacker
Elsa Leistikow (2 assists) and senior
midfielder Annie Cannone flicked in
two goals each.

May 9, 2013: The second-seeded
Blue Devils boys lacrosse team un-
settled the third-seeded New Provi-
dence Pioneers, 17-3, in the semifinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at A.L. Johnson field in Clark.
Jack Flarhety netted three goals and
three assists and senior attacker Nick
Arnold rammed in four goals and
contributed an assist for Westfield.

May 10, 2013: Junior pitcher Elena
Scarano tossed a two-hit shutout and
struck out 11, while allowing two
walks, and “The Big Four” provided
the offense as top-seeded Westfield
defeated Cranford, 4-0, in the
quarterfinal of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield. Scarano yielded
only a single to Allie Verilli and a
single to Kerry Wischesen. Her two
walks were to Wischusen and Victoria
Mettlen. The 15-4 Blue Devils to-
taled 10 hits, and “The Big Four” —
Chrissy Ferraro, Cali Chambliss, Julia
Criscuolo and Shannon Schaefer —
provided all of them, including all
four runs.

May 10-13, 2013: The Raider boys
and girls grabbed top honors in the
Union County Watchung Conference
meets, while the Cranford Cougar
girls won the Mountain Conference
title at Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights. Raiders

Rashad Gary with a personal-best 52-
10.25, Billy Castore at 50-7.25 and
James Kaiser at 48-11 swept the shot
put event. Blue Devils Philip Edwards
and Matt Luppino finished 1-2 in the
1,600 with respective times of 4:25.07
and 4:25.84.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach crossed
first in the 1,600 with a time of 5:21.57.
Stravach also crossed first in the 3,200
at 11:44.35. Raider Christine Charles
surpassed the 18-foot threshold to
take top honors in the long jump at
18-1. For the Mountain girls, Cou-
gars Regine Hunter at 15.2, Brianna
Grant at 15.21 and Ashley McGuire
at 15.92 swept the 100 hurdles. Grant
and Hunter took 1-2 in the triple jump
with respective jumps of 38-10 and
37-6.5. Hunter won the long jump
with a leap of 18-1.

May 6, 2012: Blue Devil Mike
Mondon was relied on to be stubborn
on the mound, and he was, but he also
barked loudly with the metal stick,
and Jon Gribbin did some barking of
his own to lead the third-seeded
Westfield baseball team past the sev-

enth-seeded Dayton Bulldogs, 7-3, in
a Union County Tournament semifi-
nal game at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on May 6. Mondon spread out
seven hits, walked five and hit a bat-
ter, while striking out six Bulldogs to
up his record to 5-0.

Mondon found three different ways
to hit successfully. He hooked a fad-
ing double to right field in the second
inning then slammed a hard RBI single
in the fourth. His third hit came in the
sixth when he lofted an RBI single
into the sun that came to earth just out
of reach of the right fielder. Gribbin,
on the other hand, looked at a call of
“strike three” in the second inning but
more than made up for it with a single
in the fourth and a two-run triple to
deep centerfield in the fifth.

May 11-12, 2012: Many old
records went down, and senior Kevin
Ingram broke one of them as the Blue
Devil boys track & field team won its

third straight Union County Watchung
Conference championship at Berke-
ley Heights. Ingram set a Watchung

Division record in the 800 with a
1:56.48, which for a while was also
the meet record until Union Catholic’s
Allen Eke won his division with a
time of 1:53.54. Ingram’s time beat
former teammate Sam Tooley’s record
of 1:56.75 set last year.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan set a divi-
sion record, clearing 14-0 in the pole
vault to break Raider Zach Carow’s
2011 mark of 13-0. Cougar Rob
Kessler took top honors in the discus
with a heave of 123-6, followed by
Raider James Kaiser at 121-4. Kaiser
won the shot put with a division record
shove of 50 feet.

May 11-12, 2012: Eleven division
records took a bow at the Union
County Watchung Conference girls
track & field championships in Ber-

keley Heights. In the end, the Union
Lady Farmers broke four division
records and edged the Cranford Cou-

gars, who broke three records, 137-
130, for the title.

Raider Erin Pierce set a division
record in the 1,600 meters, crossing
in 5:13.94, to beat the old record of
5:15 set by Nicole Harris of Rahway
in 2010. Cougar Bryanna Grant broke
two division records. The first was in
the pole vault when she cleared 10-0.
Grant also broke the division record
in the triple jump with a distance of
37-2. Teammates Regine Hunter at
35-8.5 and Gilliam Burke at 35-8.5
placed 2-3 respectively. Burke won
the long jump with a division-record
leap of 17-11 on her last attempt.
Raider Sam Renfree set a division
record in the javelin with a toss of
120-4.

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TIME FOR CELEBRATION...The Blue Devils celebrate near the mound after winning their 14th Union County
Tournament Championship at Kean University in Union on May 11, 2014.

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY...Albert Gargiulo wears a huge grin as he leaps onto the pile after the Cougars defeated
Governor Livingston, 3-1, for the Union County Tournament championship at Kean University in Union on May 9, 2015.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Fred Lecomte (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A BLUE STREAK...Raiders Erin Weber, No. 10,
Julie Haggan, No. 2, and Alex Sullivan, right front, put the pinch on a Warren Hills
Blue Streak in Scotch Plains on May 9, 2013. The Raiders won, 10-6.

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LITTLE EXTRA NUDGE...Blue Devil Kevin Frega, No. 19, gives Raider Kevin
Charos, No. 19, a nudge as Blue Devil goalkeeper Alex D’Amato, No. 35, sets
himself. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 15-6 (UCT semi May 9, 2014).

Lance Tupper (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POUNDING THE STRIKE ZONE...Blue Devil Elena Scarano pitching against
the GL Highlanders in the third inning of the Union County Tournament title
game (May 10, 2014). Scarano notched 10 Ks, leading Westfield to a 5-2 victory.

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil defenseman Matt McIlroy, No. 12, keeps
close tabs on Cougar attacker Mark Pawlick in the Union County Tournament
semifinal at AL Johnson on May 6, 2015. The Blue Devils won, 10-5.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRODUCTIVE DAY IN SCORING...Blue Devil attacker Nick Arnold netted
four goals and added an assist in the Union County Tournament semifinal against
New Providence at A.L. Johnson in Clark (May 9, 2013).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CELEBRATING VICTORY WITH A SLAM…As the Blue Devils converge to
celebrate Union County Tournament championship No. 13 with a 13-3 victory
over Union on May 12, 2012, pitcher Mike Mondon demonstrates his wrestling
skills on catcher Mike Ionta.

NJSIAA Statement
Short-term Guidance

MAY 8 — “Given the current level of uncertainty, NJSIAA is – at the
present time – providing general, short-term guidance and information. At
the same time, the organization is developing various scenarios and plans
related to a potential, fall return to school and sports.

“NJSIAA strongly believes that students – both as individuals and as a
team – are well served by appropriate, virtual interaction with their
coaches. Therefore, for the period from May 11 to June 15, NJSIAA will
permit all school district-approved coaches to have virtual contact with all
current high school student-athletes. This will be the case with any and all
sports. Athletic directors have been encouraged to communicate with
administration regarding virtual contact plans, with the understanding that
safe, appropriate communication between coaches and student-athletes
must be a priority. Of note, any communication with current eighth grade
students – beyond discussion of start dates, sign-ups, and physicals – is
currently prohibited.”
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A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
May 6, 2011: Union Catholic eas-

ily placed first at the Union County
boys track & field Relays with a total
of 93 points at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on May 6, ahead of the

Westfield Blue Devils, who finished
second with a total of 70 after rerun-
ning the 4x1,600 on May 9 due to a
judge’s error *. After rerunning the
4x1,600 on May 9, Blue Devils Evan
Tarlow, John Kirna, Dan Luzzi and
Zach Lizmi finished in 18:28.15 to
gain first place.

Blue Devils Jack Leahy, Sam
Tooley, Kevin Ingram and Andrew
Kirna shaved 10 seconds off their
winning time in the Blue Devil Invita-
tional when they crossed first in the
distance medley relay with a time of
10:28.58.

The Raiders blew everybody away
by winning the javelin event with a
total distance of 453-6, more than 55
feet better than Oratory that took sec-
ond. Chris Burke at 160-0 and Jordan

Clausen at 151-3 had the best tosses
and teammate Alex Daboub had the
sixth-best throw at 142-3. Burke at
46-8.5, Sebastian Valdes at 43-9 and
Billy Castore at 40-5.5 won the shot
put with a distance of 130-11.

May 6, 2011: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls received strong per-
formances from their 4x800, 4x1,600
and shot put teams on the final day to
out-point Cranford for the Union
County Relay title at Gary Kehler

Stadium in Westfield on May 6. Raider
Danielle Schweizer with the best
heave of the day at 104 feet, Osa
Ebose at 88-6 and Erin Brown at 86-
3 won the team discus with a distance

of 278-9. The Raiders got off on the
right foot when Ebose with the best
shove of 38-6 and Schweizer at 35-10
(second-best), along with Brown took
top honors in the shot put with a
distance of 104-8.

Raiders Sarah Robinson (1:06.88),
Leah Salituro (1:10.16) and Najla
Gilliam (1:10.99) crossed first in the
400 hurdles with a time of 3:28.03.
Christine Charles (16-2), Robinson
(16-0) and Emily Nagourney (15-9)
took top honors in the long jump with
a distance of 48-11. In the 4x800,
Raiders Isabel Crystal, Justine Valdes,
Kathleen Leeper and Erin Pierce
crossed second with a time of 9:55.45.
In the 4x1,600, Raiders Grace Kelly,
Valdes, Leeper and Pierce finished
second at 23:12.4.

Cougars Bryanna Grant with the
meet’s-best distance of 36-5, Gillian
Burke at 34-9 (fourth best) and Regine
Hunter (33-3) set a meet record in the
triple jump with a distance of 104-5.
Rebecca Shimonov, Megan
Schetelich, Devon Cacchione and
Grant placed first in the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 1:06.16.

May 9, 2009: Excellent clutch
pitching performances by Raider
Marcus Rivera and Jon Kosenick was

enough to hold off the defending
champion Elizabeth Minutemen, 8-5,
in the Union County Tournament base-
ball semifinal at Williams Field in
Elizabeth. Rivera in his inaugural
starting role, scattered six hits, sat
down two Minutemen and did not
walk a batter. Kosenick, a senior right-
hander, in two-and-one-third innings
of relief, retired seven of the eight
batters he faced. He finished with
three strikeouts and walked one.

May 9, 2009: Every bit of offense
was needed when the second-seeded
Blue Devil baseball team survived a
four-run, seventh-inning scare from
the third-seeded Cranford Cougars to
pull out an 8-7 victory in Elizabeth to
advance to the Union County Tourna-
ment championship for a chance to
grab its 13th title.

Blue Devil sophomore Danny Kerr
(2-for-3, 3 RBI) lofted a solo homer
over the right field fence and drilled a
booming two-run triple to center. Robbie
Granstrand (3-for-3) blasted a two-run
homer over the right field fence. Nick
Cook tagged Blue Devil pitcher Chris
Jenkins with a two-run double, Greg
Matlosz slapped a two-run double and
Eric Wolena stole four bases.

May 10, 2008: An outstanding
pitching performance by sophomore
pitcher Gary Binkiewicz was spoiled

when Sammy Rosario hit a three-run
homer in the bottom of the eighth
inning to give top-seeded Elizabeth a
dramatic 7-5 triumph over the fourth-
seeded Raiders in the semifinals of
the Union County Tournament in
Elizabeth.

May 10, 2008: Senior Mike
Cappiello’s three-run home run in the
top of the first inning gave junior
fireballer Chris Jenkins the comfort
level he needed to help guide the sec-
ond-seeded Blue Devils to a 5-1 vic-
tory over third-seeded Cranford in the
semifinals of the Union County Tour-

nament at Williams Field in Elizabeth.
Senior centerfielder Evan Eisenberg
made a pair of spectacular catches to
make sure that the 14-4 Blue Devils
maintained that comfort level.

May 5, 2007: Senior right-hander
Greg Bayard tossed a three-hitter, while
recording two strikeouts, as the Raider
baseball team rolled to a 10-0 victory
over Union Catholic in the first round
of the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains. Adam Perez (2-for-2, 3
runs) whacked a home run. Kevin

Maroney blasted a three-run bomb and
James Dinizo (3-for-3, RBI) hammered
two doubles and scored twice.

May 10, 2007: Brian Pak got a
great jump firing a 36 on the front
nine, giving him a six-stroke lead
over his nearest competitors, then he
maintained a 41 on the back nine to
finish with a five-over-par 77 to win
the individual title, while the Raiders
won the Union County Golf Tourna-
ment team title at Echo Lake Country
Club. The Raiders, who last won the
title in 1980, totaled 333, while the
defending champion Blue Devils fin-
ished at 353

May 6, 2006: Kyle Rowbotham
and Nehemiah Burney-Porter, with a
combined distance of 88’1", set a new
meet record in the triple jump and
helped lead the Raider boys to win the
Union County Track and Field Relay
championship at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield.

May 6, 2006: Balanced efforts
across the board earned the Raider
girls track and field team its second
straight Union County relay champi-
onship at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield.
The Raider girls won three events and
placed in 12 of the 16 events. Tina
Olsson, Amanda Bobyack and
Natasha Celius won the long jump
event with a combined distance of

49’4.75". Olsson, a sophomore, had
the best leap in the meet at 17’0.25"

May 6, 2005: Avenging a loss ear-
lier in the week, the third-seeded Blue
Devil baseball team got off to a rous-
ing start via a five-inning, 14-1, vic-
tory over Elizabeth at the Blue Devil
diamond in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament. Se-
nior right-hander Billy Hearon (5-1),
in 58 pitches, held the sixth-seeded
Minutemen to five hits, sat down four
and did not allow a walk. Catcher
Mike Murray blasted an in-the-park
homer, tripled, scored three runs and

had two RBI.
May 7, 2005: The Raider boys

won three events and totaled 64 points
to place second to Union at 69 points
in the Union County Relays at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield. Raider sopho-
more Kyle Rowbotham (43-6.25) and
Nehemiah Burney-Porter (40-2.75)
won the triple jump with a distance of
83-9. Sean Smith (56.5), Rowbotham
(58.5) and Tom Pennella (59.4) took
top honors in the intermediate hurdles
with a time of 2:54.4. Smith (6-2),

Iceberg Bryant (5-8) and Rowbotham
(5-6) cleared a 17-6 total to win the
team high jump. Blue Devils Mike
Woods (14 feet) and Mike Gorski (13

feet) tied their meet record of 27 feet
in the pole vault.

May 7, 2005: The Raider girls won
the team title at the Union County
Relays at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield
with a total of 86. Michelle Regg,
with a meet-best distance of 33-9.75
and Natasha Celius at 30-11.5 cap-
tured first in the triple jump with a
distance of 64-9.25 (SPF record).
Katie Zaleski, with a meet-best clear-
ance of 9-6, and Erin Rossi at 7-6, set
a meet record in the pole vault with a
total height of 17-0.

May 7, 2004: Brian Kopnicki and
Sean Smith helped the Raiders defend
its Watchung Conference National
Division title at Gary Kehler Stadium.

The Raiders had a total of 162,
Cranford finished second with 101
and Westfield placed third at 86.
Kopnicki won the 1,600 in 4:21.8, the
3,200 in 9:44.1 just ahead of Blue
Devil Jeff Perrella and the triple jump
with a distance of 40’0.5". Smith had
victories in the 110 hurdles at 15.1
and the 400 hurdles at a personal-best
57 seconds, and second places in the
javelin at 147’2" and the high jump at
6 feet.

May 7, 2004: Emily MacNeil and

Caroline Sheridan each won two indi-
vidual events and MacNeil ran on the
winning 4x400-meter relay team to
help the Blue Devils win the Watchung

Conference National Division title at
Gary Kehler Stadium. The Blue Dev-
ils totaled 206 to top the Raiders at
141.5. MacNeil won the 400 meters
in 58.7, a WHS record, and crossed
first in the 800 meters at 2:23. Jennell
Carter (1:01.86), Annie Onishi
(1:01.38), Meg Driscoll (1:01) and
MacNeil (57.91 [career best split])
took first in the 4x400 meters in 4:02.2,
a WHS record. Sheridan took first in
the shot put at 34’4" (personal best)
and first in the javelin at 99’ (PB).

.May 11, 2002: Senior Jill
Koscielecki accumulated 40 team
points by winning every event she
entered to lead the Raider girls to
their third-straight Watchung Confer-

ence, National Division title at Gary
Kehler Stadium. The Raiders edged
second-place Westfield, 144-128. In
the long jump, Koscielecki leaped
16’5.25" on her last jump to edge
Blue Devil Sara Burke who had a leap
of 15’11.75". She also crossed first in
the 400 meters with a time of 57.8,
first in the 400 hurdles at 1:05.2 and
first in the high jump with a height of
4’6". Blue Devil freshman Emily
MacNeil won the 800 meters with a
time of 2:24.5.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING HARD TO KEEP THE LEAD…Raider Erin Pierce keeps a few steps ahead of Union Farmer Jen Edobi in the 800
meters. Although Edobi won with a meet-record time, Pierce won the 1,600 with a division-record time (May 11/12, 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TIGHT PACK…Blue Devils Kevin Ingram, No. 1, Matt Luppino, No. 2, and Jason Isbit, No. 6, keep in a tight pack
during the first lap of the 800 meters. Ingram set a Watchung Division record with a 1:56.48 (May 11/12, 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING UP HIS PUTT ON NUMBER 3…Blue Devil Nick Livolsi prepares to line
up his putt on the third hole as Raider Brian Pak pulls the pin. Pak won the
individual title with a 77 (May 10, 2007).

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE UCT CHAMPIONSHIP GAME…The Blue Devils rush
the mound to congratulate pitcher Chris Jenkins, center, after he struck out the
side in the seventh inning to nail down a 5-1 victory over Cranford in the UCT
semifinals (May 10, 2008).

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING SET A SCHOOL RECORD…Blue Devil Sirena VanEpp comes down
to earth in the triple jump. VanEpp, Sophia Devita and Lily Burtness set a WHS
record in the event, while placing sixth with a distance of 92-10.25 (May 6, 2011).

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING CONGRATULATIONS FROM BREW…Blue Devil Danny Kerr
gets congratulated from coach Bob Brewster after whacking a solo home run in the
fourth inning of the 8-7 UCT semi win over Cranford (May 9, 2009).

David B. Corbin (May 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPS IN THE LONG JUMP…Raiders Tina Olsson, left, Amanda Bobyack,
center, and Natasha Celius won the Union County Relays long jump event with
a combined distance of 49’4.75” (May 6, 2006).

David B. Corbin (May 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT ALL THEY HAD UP TO THE FINISH LINE…Raider Brian
Kopnicki, right, crossed first in the 3200 meters with a personal-best time of 9:44.1
followed very closely by Blue Devil Jeff Perrella who crossed in a personal-best
time of 9:44.5 at the Watchung Conference Championships (May 7, 2004).

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Raider Joey D’Annunzio slides safely into
third base to start a three-run rally in the bottom of the third inning (May 9, 2009).LANCASTER, Pa. – Senior Maria

Nemeth of Westfield was named to the
Centennial Conference Sportsmanship
Team in women’s lacrosse it was re-
cently announced. All 10 women’s la-
crosse programs in the conference fea-
tured a representative on the team and
Nemeth was Gettysburg’s top pick in
2020. Her positive persona on and off
the field helped the team jump out to a
4-1 record and the No. 6 spot in the
final national poll.

Nemeth was out to a hot start in her
final season, appearing in all five
games and racking up eight goals and

an assist. In the season opener against
Messiah, the senior attacker tossed in
three goals and dished out an assist.
For her career, she tallied 42 goals
and 10 assists in 49 games.

Nemeth was part of a senior class
that helped Gettysburg claim two na-
tional titles (2017, 2018), two Cen-
tennial Conference titles (2018, 2019),
and post an overall record of 65-8.

An organization and management
studies major, Nemeth has a position
lined up at the investment manage-
ment company Invesco in New York
City following graduation.

WF’s Maria Nemeth Garners
Centennial Sportsmanship Nod
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Distinguished Honor Roll
8th Grade

Hannah Alber, Sarah Alnasseri,
Sana Anand, Keira Baerson, Hannah
Baik, Alex Baker, Anastasia Berk,
Karina Borysiak, Isabella Capati,
Callie Capriglione, Grace Carter, Do-
minique Chitty, Tara Cino, Cole
Darmarajah, Joseph DeFrancesco,
Bianca DeVizio, Mia Delaney,
Abigail Elliott, Julia Friedrichs, Lily
Gaulin, Alessandra Gialanella, Matan
Goldstein, David Gomez, Olivia
Gomez, Hope Hausle, Elorie Howell,
NematIddisah, Carolyn Joe, Emily
Juckes, Robert Lambert, Sara
Lehman, Isabelle Li, Sairah Llano,
Madeline Paik, Jacob Pinsky,
Gonzalo Ramos, Gianna Rojas, Sh-
annon Rooney, Raquel Sanisidro,
Michael Schmidt, Heather Sherman,
Gianluca Skirde, Anastasia Stellakis,
Kelly Stewart, ZuzannaSzewc,
JaneliTenecota Villa, Sherly Velez,
Maria Vitoroulis, Jennifer Walsh, Sara
Wollman, Emma Zheng

Regular Honor Roll
8th Grade

Haley Acevedo, Alexander Allegra,
Max Aponte, Eva Austin, Brian
Bartley, Amanda Baylock, Charles
Becker, Hana Berisha, Dominic
Calabrese, Lily Cantwell, Matthew
Capozzolo, John Carlos, Jaden
Carpien, Cole Chludzinski, Anthony
Chrisostomides, Joshua Citarella,
Taylor Clement, Grace Conklin,
Emily Cuccurullo, Tia Culjak, Lauren
Cunningham, Nathaniel DeMatteo,
Mason DiNizo, Elizabeth Diamond,
Ethan Diamond, Spencer Doran,
Emma Dougherty, Andrew Dreyer,
Ava Fazio, Valeria Figueroa
Rodriguez, Lily Friedman, Julianne
Friedson, Olivia Gist, Marissa
Gregov, Abigail Griffiths, Samantha
Hagopian, Mackenzie Harmer, Sean
Harris, Ian Hobbs, Angelina Holden,
Zoe Hopkins, Kyle Hunter, Dietrich
Jahnke, Aiden Jasul, Kyle Karyczak,
Valerie Kelly, Erin Kennedy, Graham
Kois, Nathan Korner, Danielle
Kramer, Samantha Lasluisa-Diaz,
Kelsie Lubalin, Jenalys Lugo, Lauren
McNulty, Tiffany Nguyen, Michelle
Nikolaev, Philip Joseph Nitro, Maxine
Novello, Lauren O’Brien, Paige
Peneno, Chance Perez, Anderson
Pollack, Grace Price, Molly Puglisi,
Fatima Qamar, Ryan Quinones, Gokul
Ramanan, Diane Resnicoff, Sebastian
Roman Gaud, Anthony Romano,
Katherine Romanyshyn, Amelie
Rousseau, Erin Ryan, Audrey
Saccento, Chloe Schunke, Ryan Serio,
Maisie Shimko, Aryan Singh, Dylan
Soriano, Grace Sweeney, Noah
Tamayo, Olivia Vella, Emma Lee
Vieira, Evelyn Villar, Rebecca Wofsy,
Michael Wojcik, Youssef Yacub,
Darion Yau, Rachel Ziegler

Distinguished Honor Roll
7th Grade

Elizabeth Baglien, Morgan
Barbossa, Michael Bellistri, Abigail
Bender, David Bolivar, Emma Boris,
Isobel Bruce, Emma Carinhas, Grace
Cawley, Jenna Cerchio, Hannah
Charnock, Isabella Cocca, Carolina
Conklin, Raya Crisafulli, Emily
DeGaetano, Carina DiLollo, Olivia
DiSalvo, McKenna Dwyer, Camryn
Evans, Julia Farin, Julia Ferguson,
Dylan Fitzgerald, Samantha Friscia,
Max Gal, Tyler Glynn, Lindsay Gold,
Jeff Gui, Sofia Heta, Tristan Huber,
Olivia Hunsinger, Louis Kelly, Caitlin
Keough, Elizabeth Koizumi, Paul
Kole-Emmanuel, Isabella LaFerrera,
Alexa LaRosa, Sophia Labazzo,
Emily Laudman, Darrien Lee,
Nathaniel Leversee, Elana Lewis,
Anusha Magdum, Madeline
Marcovecchio, EnisaMarku, Chelsea
Martin, Grayce Mattos, Ryan Mauer,
Jackson Mazzola, Emily McCall,
Lorelei Morrison, Matthew Mui, Tho-
mas Mui, Daniel Murphy, Sofia
Murray, Jacob Ocana, Joslyn Odim,
Mizuki Parker, Hanna Pearce, Samuel
Perone, Zoe Psathas, Meredith Reilly,
Sophia Seith, Sophia Shapiro, Asher
Silva, Shreya Singh, Hannah Spieler,
Jack Sponheimer, Saanvi Suresh,
Cooper Tamase, Angelina Valente,
Samuel Valera, Isaiah Williams, Riley
Yau, Thomas Zimmerman

Regular Honor Roll
7th Grade

Grace Abadir, Christopher Abate,
Araoluwa Akinwunmi, Pauline Elisha
Aloot, Courtney Anthony, Anthony
Aponte, Brandon Au, Matteo
Barcellona, Samuel Beirne, Caitlin
Bellistri, Juliette Besson, Ava Bland,
Grace Bottomly,
AvaGraceBozetarnik, Ella Butters,
David Camba, Michael Cantwell,
Mason Cardenas, Adriana Cardinal,
Brett Carter, Olivia Castucci, Anto-
nio CerchioSaggese, Emma Chan,
Varun Chauhan, Ethan Cukrow,
Isabella DiFiore, Juliana Doran, Tho-
mas Eisner, Jake Fezza, Lydia Flagg,
Dylan Fountain, Victoria Gain,
Braedan Galway, Maria Gonzalez,
Luna Guevara, Christopher Harris,
Evan Hayeck, Maggie Hayes, Mary
Katherine Hoffman, Clarke Hunter,
Blake Jackson, Sean Johnston, Lily
Kalafat, Grayson Kelly, Zayd
Khurram, Annabel Koseoglu, James
Lama, Henry Lassman, Daniel
Laurenzano, Arthur Levenson, Ava
Martini, GiavannaMascola, Anaya
Mateo, Krish Mathur, Joshua Matty,
Luis Mendez Vargas, Caitlyn Meyers,

Samantha Mingoia, Lucas Mirzwa,
Kayla Mohabir, Nicholas Mongold,
Kayla Murray, Virginia Nanton, Evan
O’Rourke, Nicole Papadakis,
Frederick Parchman, Luca Passucci,
Rachael Pinsky, Aniya Pittman,
Shawn Poliseo, Kalli Preston, Sean
Price, Beckham Quinn, Ryan Ricci,
Madeline Richter, Audrey Ricks,
Isabella Rocha, Amya Rogers, Fabian
Roman Gaud, Hannah Rosenthal,
Timothy Ryder, Andrew Saccento,
Sonya Shah, Andrew Sicinski, Tristan
Sirmans, Emily Skara, Angel Skolar,
Phillip Snair, Jada Sripada, Isabella
Stepien, Benjamin Thomas, North
Thurman, Rocco Trainor, Xavier
Vega, Gianna Walker-Talbot, Ryan
Watt, Meredith White, Erik
Widhiatmodjo, Logan Williamson, Jia
Xue, Tiffany Yang, Sophia Zambrio,
Shaheryar Zeb, Maria Zelener, Luke
Zimmerman, Torre Zullo

Distinguished Honor Roll
6th Grade

Claire Abadir, Paul Allen,
IrfaAzhar, Normandie Beversluis,
Julian Bhatia, Sophia Birck, Alexa
Birnbaum, Justin Bogdan, Grace
Brown, Reid Buehler, Kara Calabria,
Jada Carter-McCummings, Samantha
Chan, Alexander Chen, Christopher
Chesky, Samantha Chesky, Tess
Coffey, Steven Cohen, Jack Colvin,
Emre De Steur, Timothy DeMatteo,
Sienna DelCorsano, Evaristo
Delgado-Arvelo, Thomas Dowling,
Jacob Fallas, LubowFerencevych,
Jacob Friedman, Sean Fuentes,
SpoorthyGundra, Sylvia Haley,
Kaitlin Har, Alexander Ho, Nathan
Hyman, Jasmin Jasul,
PanagiotaKaintermoglou, Eitan
Klieger, Patrick Korner, Joseph
LaRosa, Joseph Lambert, Jonah
Leske, Aiden Lickman, William Liu,
Joao Lopes, Jenna Lourenco, Caleb
McDowell, Sierra Monahan-Spoor,
Luke Murphy, Brian Natareno
Santiago, Averie Nazario-Sharpe,
Samantha Nocera, Ariadni Pappas,
Andrew Peneno, Nicole Perez,
Hannah Perler, Cooper Pomponio,
Taylor Prunty, Taryn Ribaudo, Abigail
Richardson, Addison Richie, Emily
Roof, Paige Rowley, Sofia Sanisidro,
Ellie Schwartzman, Liam Skiff, Jo-
seph Souza, GeorgeaStellakis, Jonah
Tamayo, Shae Trenery, Ryan
Trivisonno, Sofia Vanterpool, Victoria
Virga, David Vu, Kelsie Waldron,
Logan Weiss, Presley Weuve, Sam
Whitefield, Kevin Wright, Sophia
Yalcin, Jason Zhuo

Regular Honor Roll
6th Grade

Ava Accardi, Elizabeth
Adegboyega, Reilly Amberg, Diego
Angeles, Sebastian Angeles, Gregory
Baerson, Tristan Baumgartner,
Sydney Bethune, Liam Bonifas, Lucas
Cacciatore, Jacqueline Carlos, Ryan
Catallo, Beatriz Cesario, Carolina
Chaves, Madison Cooper-McMahon,
Jacob Cristobal, Jathaniel Cruz,
Gabriella DeBrito, Nicholas DeBrito,
Brandon DiNizo, Lucas Durante,
Emilio Falkowitz, Jade Franco,
CallumFynes, Jake Gechtman, Stiles
Gilliam, Carlie Gleason, Ella
Goldstein, Pablo Gonzalez-Negron,
Samantha Hale, David Herstatt, Seth
Hunter, Patrick Huszcza, Quinn
Hyman, Brandon Indoe, Justin
Jennings, Andrew Jiang, Hailey
Kaplan, DylinKervel, Sania Khurram,
Yael Klieger, Natalia Lambert, Elyse
Lamberti, Madelyn Latham, Patrick
Leone, Zoe Lessing, Noah Lieberman,
Samantha Lionetti, Cole Liverance,
Josephine Lomonte, Mateo Lopez,
Rhiane Lopez, Alexa Lorusso, Anto-
nio Lourenco, Jeylene Lugo, Grace
MacDougall, Thomas Magluilo,
Jeimy Martinez, Jake Martucci,
Michael Martucci, Daniel McArdle,
Sophie McMeekan, Colin Miller,
Taylor Mingoia, Jacob Monteiro,
Kristina Nitro, Noah Nocum, Daniel
Olivares, Kaylee Parchman, Jayson
Parrott, Nasir Pellam, Kameron
Pinder, Sidney Powell, Monty
Primiano, Salvatore Racanelli,
Carrington Reynolds, John Robinson,
Luke Rodrigues, Peyton Rose,
Ashleigh Ryan, Ava Scott, Immanuel
Sharenow, Taylor Shea, Vance Slack,
Elissa Steingart, Morganne Taylor,
Liam Telesca, Natalia Thompson,
Lorenzo Tittanegro, Jack Trojan, Mia
Vasquez, Anthony Villafrade, Claire
Widder, Hana Zamor, Nikos Zoganas,
Ryan Zuckman

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 3rd Marking Period

Your business can sponsor the Honor Roll
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

This is your new home
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Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned

subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank

and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other

countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

VALEDICTORIAN...Debbie “Dozie”
Obiajulu of Westfield, a senior at the
Union County Academy for Allied
Health Sciences (AAHS) in Scotch
Plains, has been announced as the Vale-
dictorian for the AAHS Class of 2020.
Debbie, a 2020 National Merit Schol-
arship awardee, received offers of ad-
mission to several Ivy League and other
prominent universities, including
Princeton University, Harvard Univer-
sity, Yale University, Columbia Uni-
versity, Brown University, University
of Pennsylvania, Cornell University,
Johns Hopkins University, Duke Uni-
versity and University of Chicago, to
the Class of 2024. Debbie has decided
to attend Harvard in the fall.

Murphy Proclaims May 10-16
As Special Education Week

TRENTON — Governor Phil
Murphy on May 7 recognized the
achievements of the state’s 261,000
children who receive special-educa-
tion instruction and services, and the
work of the teachers, parents, school
administrators and others who sup-
port them, by proclaiming “Special
Education Week in New Jersey,” May
10 to 16, 2020.

“We thank Governor Murphy for
spotlighting our special-education
students, their teachers and parents
with this honor,” said Dr. Lawrence

S. Feinsod, executive director of the
New Jersey School Boards Associa-
tion (NJSBA), a founding sponsor of
Special Education Week.

“As an educator who began his
career teaching children with special
needs, I understand both the chal-
lenges and the immense satisfaction
that comes from helping our special-
education students reach their full
potential,” Dr. Feinsod said. In the
proclamation, Governor Murphy
praised the “public school districts
and the private schools of New Jersey
(that) make a major contribution to
the public welfare by preparing thou-
sands of exceptional persons to par-
ticipate as citizens of this state and as
members of society.”

More than 241,000 students re-
ceive special-education instruction in
the state’s public and private schools,
while more than 20,000 children are
served through preschool and early-
intervention programs.

NJSBA and ASAH, an organization
representing private special-education
schools, have sponsored Special Edu-
cation Week since 1985. The theme
for Special Education Week 2020 is
“Creating, Learning, Growing.”

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Sign Structure Replacement Contract 2016-2, Contract No. SWI153340, City of
Newark and Township of Millburn, Essex County; Springfield Township and

Union Township, Union County; Hillside Township, Union County
100% State; UPC NO: 153340; DP No: 20115

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $174.42

WHS Teacher Holds
Virtual Mock Trial

WESTFIELD — To celebrate
New Jersey Law Day, Westfield
High School social studies teacher
Kimberly Leegan coordinated a
virtual program for students in In-
troduction to Law, Mock Trial,
and AP Government and Politics
classes.  Westfield Municipal
Judge Parag Patel led a presenta-
tion on May 4 and 5 that included
attorney and former Westfield
public defender Robert Bohrod
and Middlesex County assistant
prosecutor Bina Desai.

Judge Patel presided over a
mock trial with the fictitious case
of an honorably-discharged dis-
abled veteran who is arrested af-
ter crashing the car he is driving
into a tree.

The students in Enrico Basso’s,
Daniel Farabaugh’s and Ms.
Leegan’s classes were assigned as
prosecutors, defense attorneys, po-
lice officers, witnesses, and other
roles as they worked through de-
tails in the fictitious mock trial case.

Raymond Li Is Recipient Of
National Merit Scholarship
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion (NMSC) has released the
names of the first group of winners
in the 65th annual National Merit
Scholarship Program.

Approximately 1,000 distin-
guished high-school seniors have
won corporate-sponsored National
Merit Scholarship awards financed
by about 160 corporations, com-
pany foundations and other busi-
ness organizations.

Among them is Raymond Z. Li
of Mountainside, a student at the
Union County Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains, whose probable
career field is computer science.

Scholars were selected from stu-
dents who advanced to the Finalist
level in the National Merit Schol-
arship competition and met crite-
ria of their scholarship sponsors.
Corporate sponsors provide Na-
tional Merit Scholarships for Fi-
nalists who are children of their
employees, who are residents of
communities the company serves,
or who plan to pursue college ma-
jors or careers the sponsor wishes
to encourage.

Most of these awards are renew-
able for up to four years of college
undergraduate study and provide
annual stipends that range from
$1,000 to $10,000 per year. Some
provide a single payment between
$2,500 and $5,000. Recipients can
use their awards at any regionally-
accredited United States college
or university of their choice.

Raymond was awarded a Na-
tional Merit TIAA Scholarship.
TIAA is a financial partner and the
leading provider of financial ser-
vices in the academic, research,
medical, cultural and government
fields. TIAA provides Merit Schol-
arship awards to the children of
employees as part of its commit-
ment to higher education.

Students Place In Odyssey
Of Mind Tournament

WESTFIELD — Five Westfield stu-
dent teams demonstrated creativity, in-
genuity and presentation skills in spe-
cific problem-solving categories at the
Gateway Regional Odyssey of the Mind
Tournament on March 7 in Sayreville,
with three teams placing first, second,
and third in various categories.

A team comprised of students from
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools placed first in the “Mechanical
Problem,” building a networking de-
vice capable of transmitting an image,
email and text message between three
different network segments. The team
also was required to include a pop-up
advertisement, a malware character to
“infect” the network and an anti-virus
hero to rescue the network. The Franklin
Elementary School team, new to the
tournament this year, placed second in
the “Balsa Wood Problem,” building
an adjustable balsa wood structure that
could sustain a maximum weight with-
out breaking. These two teams were
eligible to advance to the state Odyssey
of the Mind competition, which has
been cancelled due to COVID-19.

A team from Tamaques Elementary
School placed third in the “Classics”
category and two primary teams from
Tamaques and McKinley Schools par-
ticipated in the competition as well.
Primary teams are not given awards but
gain valuable collaborative, problem-
solving and presenting skills.

“I am so proud of all our teams this
year. It was so inspiring to see them
collaborating together, solving prob-
lems and channeling their creativity to
generate such original skits, scripts and
props,” said Donna Kenney, volunteer
coordinator of the Westfield Odyssey
of the Mind. “I would also like to
acknowledge and thank all the parent
coaches and volunteers who generously
gave their time and energy.”

Odyssey of the Mind is an interna-
tional educational program for students
from kindergarten through college.
According to njbrotm.org, “team mem-
bers apply their ingenuity and creativ-
ity to solve problems that range from
building mechanical devices to pre-
senting their own interpretation of liter-
ary classics,” bringing their solutions to
regional, state and world competitions.

The Gateway Regional Competition
results are as follows:

Edison/Roosevelt Intermediate
School Team — First Place in the Me-
chanical Problem

Ted Crall (RIS), Nolan Daly (EIS),
Ethan Delforte (EIS), Lucas Gunzberg
(EIS), Avery Keith (EIS), Nate
Reynders (EIS), Coaches Aaron Keith
and Donna Kenney.

Franklin Elementary School Team
— Second Place in the Balsa Wood
Problem

Ben Britain, Luca Giacobbe, Alex
Giangone, Takato Kaneda, Devan
Regas, Siya Singla, Lexie Twilley,
Coach Andrea Giangone.

Tamaques Elementary School –
Third Place Classics Team

Siddhant Nair, Malcolm Schaefer,
Etta Schaefer, Sadie Soriero, Bridget
Whitlock (Jefferson School), Karim
Yamout, Coaches Lee Schaefer and
Mary Wickens.

Tamaques Primary Team
Cayenne Biggers, Anya Desai,

Laura Kosjek, Veda Sapru, Sophie
Schackert, Vani Srivastav, Leah
Wood, Coach Sushmita Srivastav.

McKinley Primary Team
Charlotte Kelly, Jackson Lane, Raza

Nasser, Zain Nasser, Lila Spadaro, Bra-
dley Swenson, Zachary Swenson,
Coaches Mohamed Nasser and Thao
Tran-Nasser.

For more information, visit the New
Jersey Odyssey of the Mind website at
njootm.org or email
donnakenneyny@gmail.com.

Local Students
Earn Scholarships

AREA — High-school students from
Union County have received scholar-
ships to attend Berkeley College. Each
year, these scholarships are awarded to
high-school seniors who demonstrate a
high level of achievement.

The following students have received
scholarships to attend Berkeley Col-
lege: Antonio Constable of Scotch
Plains, Union Catholic Regional High
School; Susan Feingold of Scotch
Plains, Union Catholic Regional High
School; and Eve Parker of Westfield,
Westfield High School.

SECOND PLACE FINISH...Franklin Elementary School students Devan Regas
(grade 5), Takato Kaneda (grade 3), Siya Singla (grade 3), Luca Giaccobe (grade
3), Alex Giangone (grade 5), Lexie Twilley (grade 3), and Ben Britain (grade 5),
pictured here with Coach Andrea Giangone, placed second in the regional
Odyssey of the Mind competition in March.

Julia Di Bella Among
Honorees at FSU

WESTFIELD — Julia Di Bella of
Westfield was among 383 high-
achieving graduates at Florida State
University (FSU) to receive awarded
honors medallions during a virtual
ceremony held April 30. This was the
largest FSU class of honorees to date.

“By earning an honors medallion,
you have already demonstrated a de-
sire to challenge yourself and a moti-
vation to succeed,” FSU President
John Thrasher told honorees. “These
values will serve you well — both in
the workplace and in life.”

Meet Newest Members
Of County’s Falcon Family

COUNTY — Two peregrine fal-
cons that live on the roof of the
Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth are welcoming new oc-
cupants into the nest. The pair
have been watching over four eggs
for several weeks, and the first
one hatched on the morning of
May 1. The other three eggs will
hatch one at a time, over the next
few days.

Union County residents and
people all over the world can ob-
serve the falcons and watch the
eggs hatch by tuning into the
County’s free livestream Falcon
Cam, at ucnj.org/falcon.

“Union County has been help-
ing to preserve and protect per-
egrine falcons in our area since
2006, and we are all very proud to

be part of this conservation suc-
cess story,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said.

The population of peregrine fal-
cons was decimated by use of the
pesticide DDT during the 20th cen-
tury. They have been making a
comeback in New Jersey, follow-
ing an intensive preservation ef-
fort that began in the 1980’s, ac-
cording to a county press release.

Falcons have been nesting on
the Courthouse every year since
2006, when county personnel af-
fixed a nesting box to the roof
under the guidance of state wild-
life experts.

More livestreams, videos and
activities about wildlife are avail-
able through Union County’s fal-
con education partner, Conserve
Wildlife Foundation of New Jer-
sey, at conservewildlifenj.org.

Union County provides nature
and environmental  programs
throughout the year, and is offer-
ing additional online resources for
all ages online during the COVID-
19 outbreak.

For more information visit the
Trailside Nature & Science Cen-
ter, the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension of Union County, or the
Union County Green Connection
at ucnj.org/green-connection.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Contract N211, U.S. 46 in Essex, Morris and Passaic
Counties and Various Locations in Essex, Morris, Passaic and Union Counties

100% State; DP No: 20402
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE  PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.

Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2019-2020 school year for the following professional services and whereas,
funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the Public School Contracts Law
(NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts without competitive bids for
Professional Services that require licensing and are regulated by law, and Whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of Education adopt a resolution
awarding such contracts at a public meeting.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/ Board Secretary

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Phonemic Foundations Speech Pathologist $95.00 per hour
303 Old Tote Road
Mountainside, NEW JERSEY
NOT TO EXCEED $75,000.00

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on June 1,
2020 at 7:30 p.m. the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield will undertake a
preliminary investigation pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 to determine whether
the properties described below qualify as
redevelopment areas according to the cri-
teria set forth in the New Jersey Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-5.  The Planning Board will con-
duct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING for
the purpose of hearing persons who are
interested in or would be affected by a
determination that any of the properties
described below qualify as an “area in
need of redevelopment.”

At the conclusion of the public hearing,
the Planning Board will make a recom-
mendation to the Town Council as to
whether or not the delineated area de-
scribed below, or any part thereof, should
be determined to be an “area in need of
redevelopment.” In the event that some or
all of the properties are determined by the
governing body to be an area in need of
redevelopment, such a determination may
have an impact on the properties so desig-
nated.  In particular, a determination that a
property is designated as an area in need
of redevelopment would authorize the
Town of Westfield to use all of the powers
provided by New Jersey law for  use in a
redevelopment area, except the power to
acquire  property in the designated area by
eminent domain (against the owner’s will)
for redevelopment purposes.

The properties which are the subject of
the preliminary investigation to be con-
ducted by the Planning Board (the “Study
Area”) are listed below:

Block Lot Street Address
2405 15 146 Elm Street
2505 12.01 131 Elm Street
3001 5 360 Waterson Street
3101 5 300 South Avenue West
3103 7 301 North Avenue West
3107 2 116 Elmer Street
3116 11 148 Central Avenue

Location and Map

A map showing the location of the prop-
erties located in the Study Area, along with
a statement setting forth the basis of the
preliminary investigation of the Study Area
and a copy of the investigation report pre-
pared by the Board’s planning consultant,
will be on file at least 10 days before the
hearing date in the Planning Board Office
of the Town of Westfield, located at 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey, but are NOT available for public in-
spection at the building due to the COVID-
19 emergency. Anyone interested in re-
viewing these documents may inform the
Planning Board secretary (Linda Jacus:
(Phone) 908-789-4100 ext. 4602; (E-mail)
ljacus@westfieldnj.gov that they wish to
receive copies of same and the Secretary
will arrange to make the documents avail-
able for inspection either electronically or
by delivery of hard copies to the person
requesting the materials.

All persons who are interested in or
would be affected by the preliminary inves-
tigation to determine whether the subject
properties should be determined to be a
redevelopment area according to the crite-
ria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 are
invited to attend the meeting and ask ques-
tions and provide their objections to or
evidence in favor of such determination.

AS NOTED ABOVE, THIS HEARING
WILL BE A VIRTUAL HEARING.  TO
ATTEND THE VIRTUAL HEARING, EN-
TER THE FOLLOWING LINK ON YOUR
COMPUTER OR PERSONAL DEVICE:

Westfield Planning Board Meeting
June 1, 2020 07:30 PM

Zoom Meeting #:  567240016
Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/567240016
Telephone # (for higher quality audio):

470-381-2552 or 646-518-9805
1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $81.60

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Malinowski Hosts Q&A
On CARES Payments

Coleman, Dems Want Rights
Protected In Contracts

Scutari Introduces Bill to
Assist Taxpaying Immigrants

WASHINGTON — Congressman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
and several House Democrats has
sent a letter to the director of the
Department of Labor’s Office of Fed-
eral Contract Compliance Programs
(OFCCP) in opposition to the
agency’s recent guidance allowing
new service, supply, and construction
contracts related to coronavirus re-
sponse to avoid federal affirmative
action requirements.

In March, the OFCCP issued a
National Interest Exemption (NIE)
which, as the House Members note,
has been used in regional emergen-
cies such as Hurricane Katrina and
the California wildfires, but has
little precedent for national emer-
gencies.

Accordingly, the House members
note, federal contracts to address the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis will be
magnitudes greater in cost and likely
far longer in duration than those of
previous emergencies. The members
demanded to know how many con-
tracts the NIE will impact, how many
qualified candidates will lose oppor-
tunities for employment, and whether
the NIE will further weaken enforce-

ment of our civil rights laws with
respect federal government contrac-
tors.

“In issuing the NIE, the OFCCP
did not present any compelling evi-
dence that qualified contractors
needed for the coronavirus response
have been deterred from bidding
due to OFCCP’s requirements for
affirmative action plans,” the mem-
bers wrote. “It is not only important
for all Americans to have equal ac-
cess to federal opportunities; it is
equally important for the federal
government to benefit from the con-
tributions of a diverse group of
people in this critical effort to ad-
dress the largest public health crisis
of our time.”

The members also note that
OFCCP’s history of challenges in
its oversight of federal contractors,
including separate reviews by both
the Government Accountability
Office (GAO) and OFCCP’s inspec-
tor general revealing OFCCP’s fail-
ure to focus on compliance and, as
a result, a failure to ensure that
hiring by federal contractors fairly
reflect the diversity of the nation’s
workforce.

TRENTON — In response to tax-
paying immigrants being excluded
from the CARES Act, Senator Teresa
Ruiz (D-20th, Newark) and Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
introduced legislation on Monday to
provide cash assistance for Indi-
vidual Taxpayer Identification Num-
ber (ITIN) users.

The bill, S-2480, would require
the Department of Treasury to issue
a one-time payment to ITIN filers,
first prioritizing families with chil-
dren. The bill appropriates $35 mil-
lion for the program, which could
help up to 35,000 residents.

“All individuals who pay taxes

deserve to receive relief to help get
through this difficult moment in time.
Countless people who contribute to
our state’s economy and pay into our
system should be entitled to benefit
from the systems they pay into,”
Senator Scutari said. “These are our
neighbors and friends, and
hardworking members of our
workforce. This legislation will pro-
vide much needed financial support
during these unprecedented times.”

An ITIN is a tax-processing num-
ber issued by the U.S. Internal Rev-
enue Service. Since 1996, the IRS
has issued ITINs to taxpayers and
their dependents who are not eli-
gible to obtain a Social Security num-
ber. The number allows individuals
to pay federal taxes regardless of
their immigration status.

California, Massachusetts, Oregon
and Washington, have taken steps to
provide financial assistance for ITIN
filers. Several cities and counties
across the country have also ad-
vanced similar measures.

Bill Would Extend Grace
Period for Tax Appeals

TRENTON — Acting to provide
homeowners with more time to ap-
peal tax assessments because of the
disruption of the COVID-19 crisis,
the State Senate Budget Committee
has approved legislation authored by
the committee’s chairman, Senator
Paul Sarlo (D-36th, Wood-Ridge),
and Senator Joe Cryan (D-20th,
Union) that would lengthen the dead-
line by as much as three months.

The bill, S-2387, would tempo-
rarily change filing deadlines for most
tax appeals to July 1 this year and
would require county boards of taxa-
tion to make decisions on the appeals
by September 30. A property’s tax
assessment is based on its value as of
October 1 of the prior year. The dead-
lines to file appeals fall between April
1 and May 1 for most types of appeals
and county tax boards normally have
until June 30 to render decisions.

“The COVID shutdown made it
difficult, if not impossible, for many
taxpayers to file their appeals by the
deadlines which normally fall between
April 1 and May 1, a period when
many government offices were closed
to visitors,” Senator Sarlo (D-Bergen)
said. “This will provide taxpayers
more time to file appeals and ensures
that decisions will be rendered this
year so that successful appellants can
receive refunds this year. This is a
temporary move in response to the
crisis we are all experiencing.”

The extension of the deadline to
file an appeal of property tax assess-
ments would be temporary only for
tax year 2020.

“The extent and duration of the
current public health emergency could
mean that property tax appeals for the
current tax year may not be resolved
until 2021, which could create a back-
log of appeals that may ultimately
delay their resolution,” Senator Cryan
said. “This bill would establish a date
certain for filing appeals so that resi-
dents and local officials can better
manage their finances during these
difficult times.”

According to a press release from
the Senate Democrats, the Chief Jus-
tice of the New Jersey Supreme Court
issued an order on March 19 indefi-
nitely extending all filing deadlines
for 2020 tax year appeals to the New
Jersey Tax Court and the county
boards of taxation. However, the ex-
tension has caused concern among
both taxpayers and local officials that
many appeals may not be resolved
until 2021, which could create a back-
log, delay refunds and negatively
impact municipal budgets. The bill
would take effect immediately upon
enactment and apply retroactively to
April 1, 2020.

SOMERVILLE — Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville)
recently hosted a virtual Q&A ses-
sion on the Economic Impact Pay-
ments mandated by the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act passed by Congress in
March. The Q&A featured Kate
Hunyady, district congressional liai-
son at the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), who was able to provide indi-
vidual guidance. A recording of the
virtual conversation can be viewed at
on youtube.

The IRS has put together a com-
prehensive frequently asked Ques-
tions page (https://www.irs.gov/
coronavirus/economic-impact-pay-
ment-information-center) on their
website to provide answers to some
of the most commonly asked ques-
tions regarding the stimulus pay-

ments. This page is continuously
updated as new information becomes
available.

If constituents continue to have dif-
ficulty obtaining their economic im-
pact payment, please contact the Con-
gressional office by emailing
NJ07.Casework@mail.house.gov, or
visit www.Malinowski.house.gov/
casework.

“My office has opened over 1,000
constituent casework requests since
the middle of March, and many of
those have to do with the economic
stimulus payments,” Congressman
Malinowski said. “Today’s forum
was an opportunity for constituents
to connect directly with the IRS to
gain a better understanding of how
the program is supposed to work and
how to ensure they receive their pay-
ment.”

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, April 29, a business

located on the 2000 block of Pros-
pect Avenue reported the theft of
tools from the property. The matter
is under investigation.

Monday, May 4, a resident of the
1300 block of Cooper Road reported
an incident of illegal dumping on
their property. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, May 4, Heriberto
Ortega, 27, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and an active warrant
out of Pohatcong during a suspi-
cious-person investigation. Ortega
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Tuesday, May 5, several reports
were taken from residents regard-
ing a bit coin scam. The victims
were contacted via email, with the
suspects stating that they had ac-
cess to the victims’ computer, in-
cluding their search activity and
computer camera. The victims were
instructed to send money via bit
coin to different accounts or the
suspects would release personal in-
formation stored on their comput-
ers to the victims’ friends and fam-
ily members. The residents were
advised to cease contact with the
suspects and not to send any money
to them. All incidents are under in-
vestigation.

Tuesday, May 5, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported
the theft of three hubcaps from their
motor vehicle. The matter is under
investigation.

Tuesday, May 5, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported the theft
of a 2015 Yamaha FZO motorcycle.
The theft occurred during the over-
night hours. The matter is under
investigation.

Tuesday, May 5, police responded
to a reported smoke condition at a
house on Canterbury Drive. Upon
their arrival they found a heavy

smoke condition and flames in the
backyard coming from a woodpile
up against the house. The officers
were able to keep the fire from
spreading with the use of a garden
hose until the arrival of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department. The situa-
tion was brought under control with
minimal damage to the home. No
injuries were reported.

Thursday, May 7, Paul D. Jiminez,
33, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with assault. Also arrested
was Harjit Singh, 23, of Richmond
Hill, N.Y., on charges of assault and
harassment. Both arrests were the
result of an altercation at a Front
Street gas station.

Friday, May 8, a resident of the
2000 block of Church Avenue re-
ported the theft of their 2008 Honda
Ridgeline truck. The vehicle has
been entered as stolen. Numerous
car burglaries also were reported in
the area of Redwood and Concord
Roads. All incidents are under ac-
tive investigation.

Friday, May 8, a resident of Tussel
Lane reported the theft of a Schwinn
mountain bike. The theft occurred
during the overnight hours. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Monday, May 11, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported the theft of a
Specialized Crosstrail mountain bike.
The matter is under investigation.

Monday, May 11, a resident of
Linden Lane reported an incident
of identity theft. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, May 11, a resident of
Sky Top Drive reported an incident
of fraud. Someone used the victim’s
information to file a fraudulent un-
employment claim. The matter is
under investigation.

Monday, May 11, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported an in-
cident of criminal mischief. Some-
one threw a rock and damaged the
rear door to the home. The matter is
under investigation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in compli-
ance with the provisions of the New Jersey
Open Public Meetings Act that the Plan-
ning Board of the Borough of Mountainside,
County of Union, State of New Jersey will
hold a Public Meeting on Tuesday, May
26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled Planning Board
meeting will be conducted electronically
and/or by telephone using the Zoom plat-
form. Members of the public who wish to
participate in the meeting may do so tele-
phonically or by computer:

Dial In: +1 929 205 6099
Online:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83277816223?pwd=
WUEzaTRpRTM1dGVXRUp3eFNIZlVPZz09
Meeting ID: 832 7781 6223
Password: 628837

Participants calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
The file maps and plans for applications
can be viewed on the Borough website
(www.mountainside-nj.com). Copies of the
applications, including plans and other
supporting documents are public records
and thereby are also available for public
inspection at the Mountainside Municipal
Building, 1385 Route 22, Mountainside,
New Jersey by appointment between the
hours of 8:30AM and 4:30PM by contact-
ing Pat Gilstrap at 908-232-2409.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that this
meeting shall be open to the Public but a
portion of this meeting MAY be closed to
the Public, under the applicable portions of
the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act.
FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN.

By Order of the Planning Board.
Nancy Probst,

Acting Board Clerk
1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted a resolution
at its meeting on May 11, 2020, for the
following application decided upon at the
meeting held on April 13, 2020.

R & A Holdings, LLC., 530 Parkview
Avenue. Applicant sought approval for a
one-year extension to April 13, 2021. Ex-
tension approved.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

Online Programs Provide
Healthy Tips During COVID

COUNTY — Union County resi-
dents looking for reliable guidance
on health and safety during the
COVID-19 pandemic can take part
in three online programs created by
the Rutgers University Department
of Family and Community Health
Sciences. The programs are offered
through the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension of Union County, with sup-
port from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

“These programs will equip resi-
dents with simple, common sense
tools for practicing wellness at
home and at work,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella
said.

Participants will receive weekly
messages that focus on health and
wellness. By the end of each pro-

gram residents will understand how
eating nutritious foods can con-
tribute to a healthy lifestyle, strat-
egies for changing eating and exer-
cise habits; and practical tips for
adapting your lifestyle from the
comforts of your home.

The first program, Healthy on
the Job Self-care is a 12-week se-
ries focused on essential workers.
This series is emailed and can be
tailored for any group to have more
or less weeks.

Get Moving, Get Healthy at Home
is geared toward those who are at
home. This series is available up to
24 weeks and may continue longer
depending on the demand.

The Live Well-Stay Healthy pro-
gram sends gentle wellness mes-
sages Wednesdays and Saturdays
of each week. Participants can sign
up for this program at any time
through the Remind App or
Remind.com with class code:
@f3ccc46.

Residents interested in these pro-
grams should contact the local Rutgers
Cooperative Extension Union County
FCHS educator Dr. Karen Ensle at
k e n s l e @ n j a e s . r u t g e r s . e d u
mailto:kensle@njaes.rutgers.edu .
For more information and other pro-
grams visit the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension https://ucnj.org/rutgers-
cooperative-extension-of-union-
county/  of Union County.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

goleader.com/form/bulletin

COMMUNITY SPIRIT...Students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison
have continued making a difference by helping others during the COVID-19 crisis.
Alex Caiola of Westfield built and installed outdoor fitness equipment adjacent to
the W+H Nature Trail as part of his Eagle Scout project.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 27, 2020
at 7:30 the Fanwood Planning Baord will
conduct a virtual hearing on the applica-
tion of the undersigned.

The property in question is located at:
225 N. Martine Ave., Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, also known as Block 10 Lot 14, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Reeya Realty LLC.

The applicant requests Approval for on-
site parking in the rear of the building
which is in violation of:

Section 184-114 A of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Expan-
sion of pre-existing non-conforming use;
Permitted: Residential; Present: Dental Of-
fice; Proposed: Dental Office.

Section 184-160 C5 a1 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance requested: Pro-
vide 6 parking spaces when 9 are re-
quired; Present: None; Proposed 6 park-
ing spaces.

Section 184-141 C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Place-
ment of sign on house; Permitted: Brass
sign (single); Present: Free standing sign
and house mounted; Proposed: House
mounted and one freestanding sign.

Section 184-157 A-8 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
More than one sign on property; Permit-
ted: One sign permitted; Present: Two
signs; Proposed: Two signs; one house
mounted and one free standing.

Section 184-160 El (Waiver) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Not to provide loading space;
Permitted: One off-street loading; Present:
None; Proposed: No off street loading
space.

The applicant will also seek such other
variance and/or waiver relief as may be
determined necessary at the public hear-
ing based upon review of the application or
amendment(s) to the application.

Information on how to participate in the
meeting will be available on the Borough
website at https://www.fanwoodnj.org/de-
partments/planning-board/ approximately
two days prior to the meeting date. The
remote service allows public participation
in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection on the Bor-
ough of Fanwood website. Copies may be
at the website above.  Do not hesitate to
contact the Board Secretary if you lack the
resources or ability for technological ac-
cess to these documents so that other
arrangements can be made to view the
documents and/or to attend the meeting.
The contact information for the Board Sec-
retary is as follows:

Pat Hoynes, Planning Board Secretary
Borough of Fanwood

Phone: 908-322-8236  ext. 121
Email: phoynes@fanwoodnj.org

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Reeya Realty LLC

225 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Attorney for Applicant
Priscilla J. Triolo, Esq.
Bittiger Elias & Triolo P.C.
12 Route 17 North, Suite 206
Paramus, New Jersey 07652
(201) 438-7770 (phone)
(201) 438-5726 (fax)
1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $73.44

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week

Double Size: $40 per week

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

Westfield’s Incredibly
Shrinking Surplus

The town’s surplus funds are like
the savings account that we all try to
maintain for our own households.
Surplus is critical for towns to ad-
dress unanticipated and unbudgeted
costs, for example those brought on
by blizzards, hurricanes and, yes,
global pandemics. They protect
against periods of economic turmoil
and they help to earn and maintain a
AAA credit rating, which Westfield
achieved in 2014 and which reduces
the borrowing costs to taxpayers for
capital improvements. Today, that
stellar credit rating is at risk.

When Mayor Brindle took office
on January 1, 2018, Westfield en-
joyed a robust surplus account of
$14.5 million. Even before COVID-
19, the Town’s preliminary 2020 bud-
get showed a surprisingly low $7.4
million surplus at year end. The
Mayor’s recently introduced budget,
on which the Town Council will vote
on May 26, is even more alarming —
projecting a surplus balance of only
$7 million on December 31, 2020.

What will Westfield taxpayers
have received in exchange for the
spending of $7.5 million of our col-
lective savings by the Brindle Ad-
ministration in the past three years?
New athletic fields for our children?
Not a single one. A performing arts
center in the shuttered Rialto or an
improved streetscape downtown?
Nope. How about the reduction or
elimination of the Town’s sewer fee
or parking fees in light of the pan-
demic? Wrong again.  In fact, earlier
this year, the sewer fee was increased
by more than 18 percent, a classic
tax gimmick used to help plug a
growing budget hole.

As a result of the Brindle
Administration’s excessive spend-

ing and financial mismanagement,
$7.5 million in taxpayer savings will
have disappeared. That money now
cannot be used to help Westfield
residents and downtown businesses
overcome the financial consequences
of COVID-19; it is not available to
cover unplanned expenses incurred
if a Superstorm Sandy-like climate
event hits again this year; and it
cannot be accessed now or in the
future to improve our parks, playing
fields, and playgrounds.

Mayor Brindle likes to point to the
many newly paved roads in Town as
an example of surplus money well
spent. But paving projects are gener-
ally funded with money from our capi-
tal budget, not surplus funds from our
operating budget. And a majority of
the work was (and will be) paid for by
Elizabethtown Gas, with the Mayor
happily benefiting from the timing of
their long-planned underground pipe-
line replacement program.

The Mayor is less quick to admit
that the Town budget has increased
by more than $4.1 million since she
took office; that this year’s property
tax levy increase is at the maximum
allowed by state law, providing no
pandemic relief to taxpayers; and
that due to her policies, non-prop-
erty tax revenues (largely paid by
non-residents) from construction fees
and permits, parking, municipal
court, and interest on the Town’s
investments, decreased by more than
half a million dollars last year com-
pared to 2018, and are expected to
decrease by another $1 million in
this year’s budget.

Our surplus savings are not being
depleted because of road paving or
COVID-19, but because of over-
spending and flawed governance.
This is not politics, it’s math. And
basic arithmetic shows that if Mayor
Brindle’s spending and shortsighted
policies remain unchecked,
Westfield’s surplus will be gone in
the very near future. Also gone will
be the Town’s hard-earned AAA
credit rating and, most importantly,
our ability to address and overcome
ongoing and future financial chal-
lenges.

JoAnn Neylan, Chairwoman
Westfield Town

Republican Committee

Letters to the EditorGratitude: Lilies-of-the Valley,
Family in Westfield and France

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A daily practice of gratitude re-
lieves stress, diminishes anxiety,
brightens sad thoughts, and sparks
closeness. As we all cope valiantly
with pandemic-induced fears and
struggles, we can elevate our spirits
together by sharing experiences of
gratitude.

Cecilia Saint-Denis of Westfield,
in response to an earlier gratitude
column, feels grateful for family to-
getherness, here and with grandpar-
ents in France:

I have tremendous gratitude for
the family time granted to us so
unexpectedly. We have been six at
home since mid-March, my husband
and four kids (19, 17, 14, 7). There
have undeniably been highs and lows
in terms of individual and collective
moods. However, overall we’ve had
incredible quality time.

We share thoughts, concerns,
movie nights, game nights, cooking
sessions. We all know what every-
body is working on; we proofread
each other’s works. At a time when
our oldest is usually away and our
second one is about to go to college,
when “the nest is emptying,” we feel
nothing but gratitude. Also, our
younger ones get to spend extra time
with their older sisters.

I am also very grateful for the
technology that allows us to stay in
touch daily with our parents in
France. We talk to them daily, share
videos, pictures, and toasts over
FaceTime :-).

Cecilia attached a lily-of-the-val-
ley photo and caption: “The lily-of-
the-valley is the traditional flower
we offer in France on May 1st!”

Thanks, Cecilia, for celebrating
the month of May and family togeth-
erness with us.

This abundance of family togeth-
erness does have highs and lows.
Few parents of school-aged young-
sters signed on to be their teachers.

Babies and toddlers’ parents never
planned to juggle full-time caretak-
ing with full-time work. And parents
of young adults, fleeing tiny New
York City 500-square-foot, room-
mate-filled studio apartments, did
not expect their kids to return home
to nest.

Grown kids, back home, may re-
gress into adolescent behaviors and
defiant attitudes. Wet towels on bath-
room floors and expectations that
mom will pick up dirty dishes are
back. Assumptions that parents will
grocery shop and prepare three daily
meals for meat-eaters, vegetarians,
and vegans alike may resurface. Still,
bright moments emerge.

One mom shares that she’s come
to know better her 20-plus-year-old
daughter, son, and his girlfriend. The
three young adults are, likewise,
bonding anew. “They call themselves
a thruple,” mom says. After a full
day of telework, cocooned in sepa-
rate spaces, some evenings feature
Broadway classics belted out rau-
cously, accompanied by the old
Karaoke machine, no longer sitting
idle and dusty.

What about family and friends not
nesting home? How are you staying
close to them?

Research shows that pausing to
note grateful thoughts and deeds
improves both psychological and
physical health. Please share your
thoughts, and I’ll weave them into
future columns:

What’s your best moment of the
week?

Share anecdotes about remote vis-
its with family and friends.

What works well? What doesn’t?
Have you reconnected with people

from long ago?
Managing technology: Share tips

of mastery and frustration.
***

Patti can be reached by writing
“Gratitude” in the subject line and
emailing: press@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING NOTICE – MAY 18, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the format of their Business Meeting sched-
uled for May 18, 2020 to be held by remote
access.

Due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 107, the Recreation Com-
mission will conduct the May 18, 2020
Business Meeting remotely and by elec-
tronic means for its Commissioners and
public. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6
(the “Open Public Meetings Act”) Busi-
ness Meeting  will be open to the public by
electronic means, and as such, members
of the public may view the meeting by
livestream on Facebook Live https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
scotchplainsrecreation/;  Public Comment
will be available through call-in during the
appropriate comment portions and the tele-
phone number for access will be provided
during the livestream.  The meeting start
time is 7:30 p.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 20-05-104

CONTRACTOR: T&M Associates, 11
Tindall Road, Middletown, New Jersey,
Environmental Engineer

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
Services - Elm, Willow & Tower Place

DURATION: For a period not to exceed
December 31, 2020

FEE: Not to exceed $97,800.00

A copy of this resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Kathleen M. Holmes
Borough Clerk

1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public hear-
ing will be held by the Planning Board of
the Borough of Mountainside on Tues-
day, May 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. for the
following application:

NAME: Karen and William Dillon, Ad-
dress 344 Edgewood Court, Block 16.14,
Lot 12.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of variance relief
from the following requirements of the or-
dinance so as to permit the following:

* Minimum lot area is 15,000 Square
Feet where 14,666 Square Feet is existing
non-conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Minimum  lot width is 100 Feet where
96 is existing non-conforming, NO
CHANGE;

* Lot area within-in 150 Feet – existing
non-conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Driveway in side yard – existing non-
conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Maximum foundation area is 15% where
15.9% is proposed (143 Square Feet addi-
tional);

* Maximum lot coverage is 30% where
43.3% is proposed (existing 38.2%; addi-
tion of 745 Square Feet);

* Maximum floor area ratio of 22.5%
where 22.8% is proposed (37 Square Feet
additional).

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled public meeting will
be conducted electronically and/or by tele-
phone. Members of the public who wish to
participate in the meeting may do so tele-
phonically or by computer using the follow-
ing information:

Dial In: +1-929-205-6099
Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

83277816223?pwd=WUEzaTRpRTM1dG
VXRUp3eFNIZlVPZz09
Meeting ID:832 7781 6223
Password: 628837

Individuals calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
In addition, public viewing and participa-
tion will be available and a link to the
meeting will be posted on the Borough
website: www.mountainside-nj.com.

The file maps and plans for the applica-
tion can be viewed on the Borough website
listed herein. Copies of the application,
including any supporting plans and other
documents are public records and thereby
are also available for public inspection by
appointment at the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building, 1385 Route 22, Mountainside,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:30AM
and 4:30PM by contacting contact Pat
Gilstrap at 908-232-2409.

At the public hearing, members of the
public may participate personally or through
an attorney and ask questions, give evi-
dence or make a statement concerning the
granting of this application.

By Order of Applicants
Karen and William Dillon

344 Edgewood Court
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May
27, 2020 at 7:30 PM, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 43 & 57 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
55, Lots 9.01.01 & 7.01, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Mega Re-
sort, LLC (Lot 9.01.01) and Parker & Parker,
LLC (Lot 7.01).

The applicant requests variance ap-
proval to replace existing signage, includ-
ing the replacement of existing freestand-
ing signs on both properties with internally
illuminated freestanding signs which is in
violation of:

Section 118-119I(5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance requested: Free-
standing signs. Permitted: Internal illumi-
nation prohibited. Existing: No internally
illuminated sign. Proposed: Internally illu-
minated signs on both properties.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) thereto.

The meeting will be conducted via a
virtual meeting service. Information on how
to participate in the meeting will be avail-
able on the Borough website at https://
www.fanwoodnj.org/departments/plan-
ning-board/ approximately two days prior
to the meeting date. The virtual meeting
service will allow interested party to partici-
pate therein in accordance with the rules of
the Fanwood Planning Board.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection on the Bor-
ough of Fanwood website. Copies may be
found during normal business hours (8
AM-4 PM. Monday through Friday) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Offices of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Do not hesitate to contact the Board
Secretary if you lack the resources or abil-
ity for technological access to these docu-
ments so that other arrangements can be
made to view the documents and/or to
attend the meeting. The contact informa-
tion for the Board Secretary is as follows:

Pat Hoynes, Planning Board Secretary
Borough of Fanwood

Phone: 908-322-8236  ext. 121
Email: phoynes@fanwoodnj.org

Applicant:
K-9 Resorts, LLC
57 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicant:
Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Esq.
15 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059
1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $55.59

Letter From 1918 Describes Death
Of Comrade On WW I Battlefield
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The following letter was found by
former Westfield resident Kenneth L.
MacRitchie of Rockville, MD. It is
from Henry W.A. Helfrich, written
from a World War I battlefield in
Flanders, describing in gruesome
detail the death of one of his com-
rades; a transcription is attached.

November 27, 1918
Dear Friend Ethel,
Your letter received and I was

pleased to hear that my letter arrived
at such an opportune time so that
John’s people could be notified by
the minister.

In reply to your questions, I am
sorry to say that John was not buried
in a coffin but only canvas. Just at that
time a coffin was out of the question
as the very next morning we started
our advance and it was only thru the
greatest of luck that we were able to
get his body to the Abeele Cemetery,
Abeele, Belgium, where he was bur-
ied in the section allotted to our divi-
sion the 27th. Yes I was with John
until he died, but he never regained
consciousness although I believe at
one time when I spoke to him he
recognized me and tried to answer.
He had no personal belongings as we
handed everything in, before going
into the front line, to prevent identifi-
cation in case of capture. I was really
glad that John was killed before our
advance, as long as it was so fated that
he must fall, for the poor boys who
were killed later had no burial at all.
We suffered heavily, but that was

expected and some day I hope to tell
you the story of how Brooklyn’s boys
drove the Hun to Hell where he be-
longed and picture to you the scene
where my comrades bled and died but
the Khaki went forward in unceasing
waves the boys shouting “Mineola”
for that was their cry.

But now the war is over and we are
longing for home. I am in Class C,
that is as far as the Army goes. I am a
cripple, and expect to be on my way
home soon. I cannot drill or hike any
more; those days are over and I will
see them no more.

According to present indications, I
should be leaving early in December
and be home sometime in January. Of
course I shall come back to the Fed-
eral to resume my duties.

I must close now as it is already
very late and I hope that this letter
finds you well and happy.

Sincerely,
Henry W. Helfrich
P.S. Forgot to say, in answer to your

question, the government has ordered
that all bodies of Americans who have
fallen on the field be shipped to the
United States.

Return address on envelope: Ad-
dress on envelope:

1st Sgt. H.W.A. Helfrich
Miss Ethel I. Walker
Prov. Dept. Bro. APO 71486

Erasmus Street
Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
[Notes: The Abeele Aerodrome

Military Cemetery is located in West
Flanders, Belgium. The division was
the 27th New York Infantry Division.
“The Federal” is the Federal Reserve.]

Theatre Allaince Offers
Free Online Programs
MORRISTOWN — New Jersey The-

atre Alliance (“the Alliance”) is proud to
announce the launch of Stages Online.
Stages Online is a digital platform for
audiences to engage with virtual oppor-
tunities from New Jersey’s professional
theatres within the safety of their homes.

“As a community we are facing turbu-
lent times. The Alliance is grateful for
the partnership of our sponsors and the
creativity of our member theatres as we
promote and support the wide range of
offerings our theatres are bringing to the
homes of New Jersey audiences and
beyond,” said John McEwen, executive
director of the Alliance.

The Stages Festival, typically held in
the spring, is the Alliance’s annual the-
atre festival that offers over 80 perfor-
mances, workshops, classes, and events
at theatres, art centers, libraries, schools,
senior centers, and other community
venues throughout the state. Adhering to
the guidelines of local and federal gov-
ernment, all in-person Stages Festival
events have been postponed until further
notice. However, many theatres within
the Alliance membership are creating
innovative virtual opportunities to en-
gage with audiences through Stages
Online.

Most events are free but require regis-
tration. For a full listing of events, pro-
gram details, and registration informa-
tion visit www.njtheatrealliance.org/
stages-online.

Bramnick: Hospitals
Must Open For

Non-COVID Patients
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) has called for
Governor Phil Murphy to reopen hos-
pitals and medical facilities to treat
all patients.

 “People are avoiding their health
care needs,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Doctors must be given a green light
to treat all patients, and medical fa-
cilities can open following CDC
guidelines. The governor must open
hospitals and medical offices.”

$31.5 Mil. in Grants
Available from DCA
TRENTON – The New Jersey De-

partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) has announced that the State
of New Jersey received $31,511,487
from the second round of Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) CARES Act funding allo-
cated by the federal government. The
CDBG funding allocation is in addi-
tion to the $4 million the State of
New Jersey received on April 2. Both
funding rounds are helping the state
respond to public health, housing,
and economic disruption needs that
have arisen as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“More than $31.5 million in fund-
ing is an incredibly important re-
source for the state to have in the
midst of this unprecedented pan-
demic,” said Lt. Governor Sheila Y.
Oliver, who serves as DCA commis-
sioner. “We are grateful for the assis-
tance and look forward to putting the
money to use as quickly as possible.
We also appreciate that our federal
partners are allowing the state more
flexible use of this funding, which
will enable us to fully maximize it in
our COVID-19 response.”

The CARES Act requires the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to allocate the
second round of CDBG funding to
state and insular area governments
(i.e., U.S. territories that are not one
of the 50 states) by May 11.

The second round of allocations
can be used for such activities as
buildings and improvements, assis-
tance to businesses, rental assistance,
increased public services, planning,
capacity building, and technical as-
sistance.

For more information on COVID-
19 resources, visit https://
covid19.nj.gov/.

DCA offers a wide range of pro-
grams and services, including af-
fordable-housing production, fire
safety, building safety, community
planning and development, local
government management and fi-
nance, and disaster recovery.

Malinowski, Staff Offering
Help During Health Crisis

SOMERVILLE — Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) and his staff continue
to work around the clock to serve
constituents during this public
health crisis. Since the middle of
March, the office has opened nearly
1,200 casework requests from con-
stituents, many seeking help secur-
ing unemployment benefits, small
business resources, and the IRS
Economic Impact Payments.

The most effective way to reach
out to the office is by filling out the
online casework form. Those seek-
ing assistance for an issue regard-
ing unemployment benefits can
e m a i l
nj07.casework@mail.house.gov.
For issues regarding the Small Busi-
ness Administration, email
nj07.smallbusiness@mail.house.gov.
Please provide contact information
and a detailed explanation of the
case when reaching out.

Though the office has suspended
all in-person activity, Congressman

Malinowski and his staff have con-
tinued to connect with constituents
one-on-one, and are available for
meetings via conference call and
Zoom. To request a meeting visit
https://malinowski.house.gov/con-
tact/request-meeting. The office has
been offering regular virtual events
including the county by county Con-
gress in Your Kitchen series to pro-
vide opportunities for constituents
to ask the Congressman questions
on the federal response to COVID-
19 and share their concerns, and
four district-wide COVID-19 fo-
cused telephone town halls, reach-
ing thousands of constituents.

The office has also offered
webinars and virtual Q&As on is-
sues that have arisen during the pan-
demic. This included a small busi-
ness webinar providing an overview
of the new loan and grant programs
established by the CARES Act. Mr.
Malinowski also held a Q&A ses-
sion on the IRS Economic Impact
Payments to provide individual
guidance to constituents.

The Congressman and his staff
have been in close contact with con-
stituents stranded abroad, and have
secured the return of 43 7th District
residents and family members. With-
out notice, many countries closed
their borders, severely limiting com-
mercial flights, and leaving con-
stituents with few options of return.
Anyone who knows of a district
resident or family member strug-
gling to evacuate, please contact
the office for assistance.

“Our office is working 24/7 to get
our constituents the resources they
need to weather this once in a gen-
eration crisis,” Congressman
Malinowski said. “It’s an uphill
battle that we’re fighting one per-
son at a time, but my team is com-
mitted to advocating vigorously for
any constituent that reaches out for
assistance.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

The next scheduled GBOE Meeting will
be set for Tuesday, 05/19/20 at 7:00PM for
Executive Session.

Public session will begin at Approxi-
mately 7:30PM.

Please join us by calling in with the
information listed below:

Phone Number:
(US)+1 475-441-4942

PIN: 198 098 227#

Ana Pfalzgraf, MBA
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $15.81
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• Education Fund of Westfield

• McKinley School - Plantings/Walkways

• Washington School - Plantings

• Tamaques School - Arbor Day Plantings

• Lincoln School - New Plantings

• Union Catholic - Services Donated

• The ARC of Union County - Service Donated

• Westfield Board of Ed - Hopscotch Courts

• St. Helen’s Church - Courtyard Garden

• Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church - Services Donated

• Scottish Rite Masonic Childrens
Learning Center - Service Donated

• Plantings in Memory of 9/11 Victims

• Foundation Park - Services Donated

• Union County’s Suburban Style Mag -
Recognized for Community Service

REFERRAL PROGRAM
The best source we have to 

attract new customers is you!
We depend upon your referrals, and wish to reward you for the kind 

word you spread to your neighbors, family & friends! Whenever 
a person chooses to start a new property maintenance program 

or landscape construction job with M&R due to your referral,

You get $50 OFF your next bill, 
and they get $25 OFF.

It’s that simple!

2012 2013 2014

2015 2016 2019

908-233-0822 Visit us at: www.m-rlandscape.com

95
76
34
5-
01

908-233-0822
Published in National Magazine:  

Green Industry Pro’s 2014 and 2015

• Creative landscape designs & installation

• Patios & walkways - pavers, brick and bluestone

• Corrective grading and drainage solutions

• Landscape Lighting

• Lawn Renovations

• Stone and RRtie Walls

Email: m.rlandscape@yahoo.com

Members of:

Farm Bureau,

NJLCA, NJPLA,

NJNLA

Certified by: ICPI, Techo-Bloc,Cambridge,Belgard

9576347-01

We are not JUST the leading lawn maintenance company in town!

$

any patio, walkway or 
landscape installation

minimum $5,000
must be presented at contract signing

$

Have your leaders on your home 
done the right way-Underground!

Minimum $1,000 Must be presented 
at contract signing

$

Any Patio, Walkway or 
Landscape Design

minimum $2,800
must be presented at contract signing

Chez Catherine Continues to Serve
Locals Classic French Cuisine

Over the next few weeks, we will
be offering a new recipe to try bi-
weekly. These recipes will be easy to
follow and delicious. We hope you
enjoy trying some new dishes and
hope you will tag us on Instagram
when trying each recipe using
#LeaderTimesROTW (Recipe of the
Week) tagging @mixingwithzest and
@leadertimes.
Let us know if
you enjoy the
week’s recipe
and what reci-
pes you would
like to see in
the future.

Ingredients:
1 1/2 cup + 3

tablespoons al-
mond flour

3/4 teaspoon
baking soda

Dash of cinnamon
Optional: one twist of the salt grinder

(you don’t want to add very much)
2 tablespoons melted coconut oil

(stick in the microwave for 5-10 sec-
onds to melt)

3 tablespoons unsalted creamy al-
mond butter

1/4 cup + 2 tablespoons maple syrup
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
1/4 cup slivered almonds (chopped

small)
1/4 cup chocolate chips
Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 350 de-

grees Fahrenheit
2. In a large bowl, mix your dry

ingredients, including: almond flour,

Mixing
With Zest

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

baking soda, cinnamon and salt. Mix
well.

3. In a separate bowl, mix your wet
ingredients, including: melted coco-
nut oil (don’t melt it until right before
you’re about to mix it in, otherwise, it
will get clumpy), almond butter, maple
syrup and almond extract. Mix well.

4. Add your wet ingredients into
your dry mix-
ture. Add the
chopped al-
monds and
c h o c o l a t e
chips and mix
well.

5. Start
forming your
cookies and
place them on
a nonstick
cookie sheet

lined with parchment paper. These
cookies won’t expand very much in
the oven, so press them down to flat-
ten them to the size you like.

6. Once you’re finished lining the
cookie sheet, stick the baking sheet in
the freezer for about 10 minutes. This
will help the cookies have a more
even bake by solidifying the fat in the
cookies. This way, it doesn’t melt and
expand your cookie in the oven.

7. Once they’re chilled, toss them
into the oven for about 12 -13 min-
utes or until slightly golden (do not
overbake as this will eliminate the
chewiness of the cookie)

8. Once they’re finished, use a
spatula to get them onto a cooling
rack.

Getting Your Creative Juices
Flowing During the Pandemic

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Are you bored, feeling claustro-
phobic and unhappy with the stay at
home mandate? I have the perfect
remedy: take an online class. Oh,
I’m not advocating a semester long
college credit class, but a multiple
week class that interests you. It
might be a Zoom or WebEx meeting
on watercolors, culinary delights, a
writer’s workshop or, one on the
performing arts — my passion.

Well, okay, improvisation might
not technically be classified as act-
ing, but when Dreamcatcher Rep in
Summit offered a beginner’s class
on improvisation, I thought, “Why
not?” I have taken voice lessons,
acting classes, audition classes all
my life and have performed in count-
less plays and musicals, why not add
this to my resume? As a theater re-
viewer for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
I am currently quite comfortable in
that milieu. But why not step out of
my comfort zone and take a chance
at being uncomfortable with some-
thing a little bit new? I had seen
professionals from Dreamcatcher
Rep demonstrate the technique of
improvisation on Zoom a few weeks
ago and was amazed at how effort-
less they made it look. Little did I
know that it, like anything worth
learning, might take lots of practice
to feel comfortable with this form.

Lulu French, our instructor from
Dreamcatcher Rep, could not be
more inviting or nurturing to those
seven of us in the class that meets
remotely on Saturdays from noon to
2 p.m. She has been teaching and
performing improv for 23 years, so
she knows the first rule of acting is
to create a safe space without judg-
ment for everyone in the group. Our
age range seems to be from a 15-
year-old all the way to a couple of
folks in their 60’s. When Ms. French
talked to me before attending my
first remote learning class, she asked
how I was feeling about it. I con-
fessed I was more nervous than I
thought I’d be - after all, I had taken

acting classes through the years at
Paper Mill Playhouse, New York
University, HB Studios in NYC,
George Street Playhouse and other
places and had been in professional
shows with audiences of 2,000. Why
should I be nervous?

The truth? I was a wreck. With
sweaty palms and a dry throat, I felt
the nerves exhibited in my first vo-
cal solo in 6th grade. Wow, this was
going to be a real eye-opener for me
and was going to give me the same
experience that the actors I review
feel each time they step onstage.

Yet Lulu put us all at ease in
introducing us to a few warm-up
games. The first was adopting the
voice and mannerisms of a news-
caster where one person starts off
the exercise by saying, “Thank you
and now I’ll turn it over to…” who
then “throws” the spotlight to an-
other newscaster who then “throws”
it over to the third newscaster. The
“catcher” thanks the first person by
name, states his own name and then
“throws” it to the next newscaster
“who will bring us an update” on fill
in the blank. Three names are to be
said, and then make up a topic that
the last person is going to introduce
to the viewers. Yikes. It takes focus,
concentration and as Lulu says, “lots
of listening.” Just when I got over
that first hurdle, she told us to pick
up the pace. Gulp. That was easier
said than done.

You see, I am a planner. I have a
color coordinated five-year calen-
dar that tells me where I need to go
for meetings, activities, and events.
I may or may not have been repeat-
edly called a “control freak.” So,
the activity where we all added to
the thread of a story taught me that
in improvisation I could not plan
ahead and be in control. We were
told to “listen, be in the moment and
go where the story takes you.” It
was kind of like being in the ocean
and having to rise and fall with the
waves, not fighting them but letting
them move you at will.

One of the most fun exercises for
me was the “Webinar or Adult

School” where we were given an
“expertise” and were to deliver a
one-or two-line selling point about
the class we were supposedly pitch-
ing to an audience. Lulu told us to
“create a character, have a point of
view as that character and speak
with assertion.” Then questions
about the class that we were pitch-
ing were thrown at us. I was the
owner of a pest control company. I
surprised myself when I confidently
told my questioner that of course
we could handle getting rid of rac-
coon problems – humanely or oth-
erwise. Maybe my unforeseen con-
fidence came from finding a spider
in my kitchen that very morning and
squishing it mercilessly.

The “Change Your Shape” game
was the most difficult exercise to
date for me. We were to assume a
posture – standing or sitting — find
the emotional motivation for it and
then develop a character based on
that emotion. What? It all happened
so fast that my head spun like Linda
Blair in “The Exorcist.”

After each exercise there was time
to give reflections and personal
feedback to the group. I found my-
self telling them that I seemed to be
over thinking everything. After my
confession, Lulu explained to us
that, “Someone has called improv
fun mindfulness.” I realized that I
was definitely trapped in my own
head. It reminded me of the
Sondheim song from the musical
and title song, “Anyone Can
Whistle,” where the person needs
to “relax, let go, let fly.” If improv
has taught me anything so far, it is
that very lyric. Get over yourself.
Have fun. Don’t judge yourself or
others, but just have fun being silly
or crazy. During this time of anxi-
ety, isolation, and uncertainty, don’t
we all deserve a little fun?

Paper Mill Offers
Free Streamed Events
MILLBURN — Paper Mill Play-

house, recipient of the Regional The-
atre Tony Award, has announced the
schedule for this week’s streaming
events. Enjoy free, live events, never
before accessible to the public. Every
week Paper Mill offers no-barrier,
live streaming events you can access
from your living room couch. All
weekly events are available through
premium videos on Facebook.com/
PaperMillPlayhouse and
Youtube.com/PaperMillPlayhouse.

Thursday, May 14 at 7 p.m. – Hu-
manities Symposium Series: The
Broadway Season of 1924-1925
“Straight from the Paper Mill Play-
house Vault” a look back at past hu-
manities symposium programs.

Join Paper Mill each week as we
stream one of our Humanities Sym-
posiums from years past. From
Stephen Schwartz to Stephen
Sondheim, these symposiums will
take you behind the scenes of some of
the best theater creatives — some-
times with the creatives themselves.
Enjoy a night out at the theater with-
out even leaving your couch.

By: HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield’s own four star restau-
rant, Chez Catherine, has been serv-
ing up French cuisine for 40 years,
and is currently offering takeout
during the Covid-19 pandemic for a
taste of France at home.

Owner and Restaurateur,
Stephane Bocket, has cooked all
over the world. With more than
30 years of experience in the res-
taurant business, he had always
wanted to own his own place.
After working at Chez Catherine
for over 10 years and getting to
know the clientele, he and co-
owner Michael Cowan decided
to purchase the restaurant in
2017.

Since then, Bocket says they
have done their best to respect the
spirit of the French cuisine while
working to add some modernity to
the menu. After starting her culi-
nary career at Chez Catherine in the
early 2000s, Christine Migton made
her return to the restaurant as ex-
ecutive chef in 2017 and has been
creating the restaurants
mouthwatering dishes ever since.

“I’ve known Christine for a long
time and always trust her capacity
to create and produce a great dish,”
says Bocket.

Bocket is passionate about food,
but what stands out even more is his
love for people, specifically, the
customers that come in from
Westfield and beyond for not only a

good meal, but a dining experience.
If you’ve never been to Chez

Catherine, Bocket has a recommen-
dation for you:

“If the customer is adventurous, I
say go with what you won’t eat at
home, otherwise we will try to guide
them on what they will enjoy the
most.”

If you’re interested in ordering
food for pickup, Bocket’s top menu

recommendations are the Foie Gras
Terrine, the Sole de Douvres
Meunière and for dessert, the
Mousse au Chocolat et son
Carmamel Salé.

Chez Catherine is one of the many
local businesses and restaurants that
has been impacted by Covid-19 and
the preventative measures that the

town and state has implemented
regarding dining establishments.

“At first, I decided to close the
restaurant, but decided to reopen
for takeout and adapt our menu to
it with a smaller selection. It took
a lot of thought because we didn’t
want to disappoint our customers.
We wanted to offer, as much as
possible, the same quality as we
can [present] in the dining room”
says Bocket.

Even though you cannot enjoy
the ambiance of sitting inside Chez

Catherine at this time, they are still
open and taking orders. Visit their
website to learn more about the
menu and give them a call at (908)
654-4011 to place your order.

Bocket says he’s thankful to the
local community for trusting Chez
Catherine to serve food in a safe
manner, and looks forward to see-
ing the tables inside the restaurant
filled with familiar faces.

Photo Courtesy of Chez Catherine

Photos Courtesy of Miroslaw Walus
SISTER HOMES...Westfield’s Miller-Cory House, built in 1740, has a “sister house,” the historic Miller Ranch in Jackson Hole, Wyo. The Miller Ranch, built in 1895,
overlooks the National Elk Refuge and Grand Teton National Park.
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A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times

May 8, 2019: The top-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers defeated No.
2 seed Westfield, 9-4, to win its
second straight Union County
Tournament boys lacrosse cham-
pionship on May 8 at Nolan Field
on the campus of Johnson High
School in Clark. John Fischetti
scored three goals and added an
assist to lead the Hilltoppers’ of-
fensive effort. Blue Devil senior
Devon McLane scored two goals

and recorded an assist and senior
Jake Engelke added a goal. C.J.
Duffy had a goal and an assist.
Mack Prybylski had an assist.

May 9/10, 2019: Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Westfield and
Union Catholic battled until the
end to determine which one would
be the top team for the Union
County Conference Watchung
Division boys Track & Field crown
at Governor Livingston on May 9-
10. In the end, it would be the SPF
Raiders taking the top spot with a
total of 109 just ahead of Westfield

at 108 and the Vikings at 106.
Raider Jacob Leigh crossed first

in the 100 with a time of 10.84,
followed by Blue Devil Ajay Olson
at 11.02. Leigh also took first in
the 400 at 48.58. Leigh needed
only to clear 6-0 to win the high
jump. Raider Kyle Estivene won
the 400 hurdles with a time of
57.06. Olson denied Leigh of a
fourth title when he crossed first
in the 200 at 21.98, while Leigh
crossed in 22.1.

Blue Devil Will Loggia crossed
first in the 1,600 with a time of
4:25.27. Blue Devils Connor
Hatch at 155-1, Will Kessler at
152-7 and Tom Davis at 152-6
swept the javelin 1-2-3. Raider
Ben Fleischer, who led from the

start, stepped up his pace on the
last two laps to easily win the
3,200 with a time of 9:39.44,
followed by Loggia at 9:45.8.

May 9/10, 2019: Union
Catholic won 11 individual events
to win the Union County Confer-
ence Watchung Division girls
track & field title held at Gover-
nor Livingston High School on
May 9-10. The Lady Vikings had
a team total of 209 with Westfield
a distant second at 98 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood third at 93.

Raider Olivia Fletcher took top
honors in the discus (100-4) and
shot put (35-2.75). Blue Devil
senior Sam Stravach won the
javelin event (115-4) and sopho-
more Katie Hamilton set a WHS
record in the 800. Hamilton, al-
though finishing second behind

Governor Livingston standout
Victoria Vanriele, who crossed in
2:09.4, broke the WHS record by
crossing in 2:13.1.

May 11, 2019: Small ball
turned big results for the sixth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team in its Union County
Tournament semifinal game
against the second-seeded Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders at
Kean University on May 11. Dal-
las Lorenzetti’s perfectly placed
bunt earned him a single and
forced the hand of Highlander
pitcher John Grill which resulted
in an overthrow and two Raiders
scuffing home plate in the sec-
ond inning en route to a 6-2
victory.

Senior pitcher Danny Wilkinson

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING IT CLOSE...Blue Devil Julia Csorba (left), Raider Kayla Paprocki (center) and Blue
Devil Lauren Triarsi clear the 100 hurdle at the same time during the Union County Conference
Championships in Berkeley Heights on May 10, 2019.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANG UP PLAY...Blue Devil Gen Howell looks at the umpire’s call as Cougar catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger holds the ball and pitcher Morrigan Gardiner observes during the UCT semifinal
won by Westfield, 8-5, at Kean U. on May 8, 2019.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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limited the GL power machine to
just three hits, while striking out
10 batters. The big hit he did
allow was a leadoff solo home
run to Chris Bruno in the fifth
inning. Pat Cuccurullo went 1-
for-2, scored twice and had an
RBI. Mike Dieu got a three-run
third inning started with a single
and later Chris Smith gave the
Raiders a 6-1 lead with his line
drive RBI single to left.

May 6, 2018: Pitching called
the shots to decide whether top-

seeded Roselle Park or third-
seeded Westfield was going to
emerge as softball champions of
the Union County Tournament
held at Kean University in Union
on May 6. The Panthers took
advantage of a hit batter and a
walk and added a pair of singles
to score twice in the bottom of
the first inning for the game’s
only runs in a 2-0 victory.

Panther pitcher Madison
Hummel yielded five hits and
three walks, while recording two

strikeouts. Hummel did not allow
more than one hit in any given
inning and only one of her walks
came in an inning where the Blue
Devils had a hit. Blue Devil fresh-
man pitcher Michaela Hobson
whacked a pair of doubles and
Bridget Hyland went 2-for-3.

Hobson, after giving up the
two runs, on two hits, a walk and
a hit batter in the first inning,
went on to permit just one more
hit and one walk the rest of the
way. Hobson, who finished with

five strikeouts, retired 10 straight
batters before Panther Gabrielle
Scott reached safely on an error
in the fifth inning.

May 9, 2018: Just one day
after knocking off the Governor
Livingston Highlanders for the
second time this season, the
Cranford softball team unloaded
all of its offensive might on the
Benedictine Academy Green Bees
at Adams Field in Cranford on
May 9. The 9-6 Cougars scored
nine runs in the bottom of the

first inning, added one in the
second and erupted for six more
in the third to grab a 16-0, three
and one-half inning shutout.

Sarah Gluck rapped a double
and a pair of singles, while scor-
ing twice and adding two RBI.
Erin Schwerdtfeger (2 RBI)
singled twice, doubled and scored
twice. Taylor Reitzel singled
twice, scored twice and had an
RBI. Mia Markase (RBI) singled
twice and scored twice. Dolan

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING FROM THE START...Raider Ben Fleischer, right, leads the pack in the 3,200 at the UCC
Championships in Berkeley Heights. Blue Devils Will Loggia, center, Will McGlynn and Jack
Moranz follow closely (May 9/10, 2019).

David B. Corbin (UCC track May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING A TIGHT PACK...Blue Devil Emma Jackler, No. 1, leads a pack of four competitors,
Blue Devil Sarah Hacker, No. 2, Raider Sarah Greene, middle, and Blue Devil Brianna Hatch, after
the first lap of the 1,600 (May 11, 2018).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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rapped a two-run double and
Morrigan Gardiner (RBI, run)
singled twice in the first inning.
Ava Manfra doubled in her one
plate appearance but scored
twice — once as a pinch runner
for Brenna Dolan. But the big
blast came from Grace O’Brien,
who lined a three-run home run
in the third inning.

May 11, 2018: Offensive spurts
interrupted the strong perfor-
mances of two fine starting pitch-

ers in the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinal game between
fourth-seeded Union and top-
seeded Westfield at Kean Univer-
sity in Union on May 11. The
biggest and deciding eruption
came in the bottom of the fifth
inning when Chris Wagner crushed
a grand slam home run over the
right field fence then Jake Vall-
Llobera followed with his second
double of the evening and scored
on Jon DeDomenico’s single to

catapult the Blue Devils from a 3-
2 deficit to a 7-4 victory.

May 11, 2018: Sudden im-
pact from the Raiders’ bats plus
a commanding three-hit perfor-
mance from pitcher Jake Fried-
man set the Colonia Patriots back
on their heels in a way that they
could never recover resulting in
a 12-1, four and one-half inning
victory for the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team on
May 11.

The 14-8 Raiders pounded out
13 hits, which included a pair of
doubles and a triple, and the
majority of the hits were drilled
right up the middle. Anthony
DiNizo and Tyler Stines did a lot
of damage. Stines, who scored
twice, rapped a two-run single
and an RBI single and added an
RBI groundout for four RBI. DiNizo
lined a two-run single, doubled
off the left-centerfield fence and
scored once. Sam Schetelich

lashed an RBI single walked twice
and scored all three times.

May 4-6, 2017: Union Catho-
lic easily captured first place and
the Westfield girls placed second
at the Union County Relays held
on May 4 and May 6 at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. The
Lady Vikings finished with a total
of 125 and the Blue Devils to-
taled 58, followed by Governor
Livingston (GL) at 52, Summit at

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A REAL GOOD TIME TO CELEBRATE...The Blue Devils prapare to greet Chris Wagner as he
heads toward home plate after whacking a grand slam home run in the fifth inning of the UCT
semifinal game against Union at Kean University on May 11, 2018.

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING SAFELY INTO THIRD...Raider Pat Downey dives into third base in the first inning as Colonia
third baseman Nick Nielson attempts to make a tag. The Raiders poured on the offense and defeated the
Patriots, 12-1, via 10-run rule in four and one-half innings in Scotch Plains on May 11, 2018.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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48, Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 39
and Cranford at 38. The Blue
Devils took first in four events.

Blue Devils Devyn Heinzerling,
Tani Horton, Emma Jackler and
Mia Melao crossed first in the
distance medley relay (DMR) with
a personal-best (PB) time of
12:32.79. Raiders Maddy Bord,
Lizzy Ley, Amanda Logie and
Erika Muskus finished third at
13:02.88. In the field events,
Blue Devils Keren Moncayo (104-
8 — best throw), Sam Stravach

(98-3 — 5th-best) and Kylinn
Kraemer (81-3) won the javelin
with a distance of 279-4.

Blue Devils Sarah Hacker,
Caroline Stockwell, Taylor
Bechtloff and Brianna Hatch
crossed first in the 4x1,600 with
a WHS record time 21:55.98.
Blue Devils Tess Brown (9-0) and
Leah Norton (8-6) won the pole
vault with a height of 17-6.

May 4-6, 2017: The Union
Catholic Viking boys regained its
title that it lost last year to

Westfield by totaling 116 points
at the Union County Relays held
at Gary Kehler Stadium on May 4
and May 6. The Elizabeth Minute-
men took second with a total of
84 and the Blue Devils, who took
first in one event, took third with
60 points. Rahway was fourth at
48, followed by Union at 33.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed
eighth at 25 and Cranford took
ninth with 21 points.

Blue Devils Spencer Weigand
(1,200), Cam McLaughlin (400),

James McCutcheon (800) and
Jake Triarsi (1,600) were involved
in the tight distance medley re-
lay (DMR) race with the Raiders
and Vikings in the beginning but
in the end the Summit Hilltoppers
took first with a time of 10:36.91.
The Blue Devils finished second
at 10:38.83 and Raiders Ben
Fleischman, Brandon Garcia,
Colin Sullivan and Max Toll fin-
ished third at 10:40.89. Adrian
Jimenez, Fleischer, Garcia and
Sullivan finished second in the

4x1,600 with a time of 18:32.57.
Blue Devils Tom Fuccillo (167-

9 — meet’s best), Joe San
Giacomo (156-10 — 4th best)
and Brendon Riccardi (138-8)
won the javelin event with a dis-
tance of 463-3. Cougars Trey
Pascual and Mark Lynch won the
team pole vault with a height of
25 feet. Pascual’s height of 13
feet tied Cheney Price (New Provi-
dence) and Viking Conor Reilly
for the best height. Raider Nigel

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCED OUT AT THIRD...Blue Devil Natalie Patterson, No. 6, slides towards third but eventually
gets called out on a force play when Cougar third baseman Ryann Belliot receives the throw from
pitcher Sam Wetherell (May 10, 2017).

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUCIAL PUTOUT AT HOME...Raider catcher Peter Yarem puts the tag on Cougar Matt Perino
in the seventh inning after a super relay from leftfielder Pat Downey to shortstop Peter Warren, who
fired it to Yarem (May 6, 2017).
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Nelson had the best clearance in
the high jump with a height of 6-
4. Blue Devils Phil Dwyer with the
meet’s best leap of 21-4.75 (PB),
Sam Bennett with the sixth-best
leap of 20-4.25 (PB) and Dan
LaMastra (17-4) took fourth in
the team long jump with a dis-
tance of 59-1.

May 6, 2017: Power took cen-
ter stage and nearly all of it
exploded off the bats of the
fourth-seeded Westfield baseball

team as the Blue Devils routed
the Crusaders of A.L. Johnson,
15-4, in four and one-half in-
nings in the semifinal round of
the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Cranford’s Memorial
Field on May 6. The victory pro-
pelled the 11-7 Blue Devils into a
showdown with Cranford, 3-2
winners over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, for the UCT crown to
be held at Kean University this
Saturday, May 13.

The Blue Devils racked up 14
hits, which included three home
runs and four doubles, and every
player in the lineup managed to
reach base. Designated hitter
Kobi Wolf (2-for-3, 2 runs)
blasted a three-run homer over
the leftfield fence just after Chris
Wagner drilled a two-run double
to cap a five-run first inning,
setting the stage of what was yet
to come. Alex Pancini finished 3-
for-4, with two runs scored and

an RBI. Matt LaCorte went 3-for-
3 with a double, three runs scored
and an RBI.

But the bottom of the fourth
inning sealed the deal when 12
Blue Devils stepped to the plate
and delivered nine runs on nine
hits, including a two-run homer
over the centerfield fence by
James Friel and a two-run homer
over the left-centerfield fence by
Jake Lerie (3 runs scored), who
also rapped an RBI double in the

inning.
May 6, 2017: Manufactured

runs and superb pitching dic-
tated the flow of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinal
round game between second-
seeded Cranford and third-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
May 6. Unlike the “blastfest” of
the first semifinal game between
Westfield and A.L. Johnson,

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEST JUMP OF THE AFTERNOON...Blue Devil  Phil Dwyer had the best jump in the long jump
event with a personal-best distance of 21-4.75 at the Union County Relay at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on May 4, 2017.

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW TO FIRST...Cougar Tessa Ferentinos beats the throw to Blue Devil
Lauren Fernandez covering first base in the fourth inning at Westfield on May 12, 2016. The Blue
Devils topped the Cougars, 5-4.
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“small ball” and crafty base run-
ning dictated the outcome that
was decided in the bottom of the
eighth inning when Pat Connelly
tapped an infield single to bring
home James Shriner to earn the
Cougars a 3-2 victory and a trip
to face Westfield in the UCT
championship game.

Cougar Gordon Graceffo
pitched the entire eight innings
and allowed four hits, a walk and
a hit batter, while striking out
five Raiders. Danny Wilkinson

pitched the first five innings for
the Raiders before being relieved
by Timmy Geissel in the sixth.
Wilkinson allowed three hits, two
walks and a hit batter, while
striking out five Cougars. Geissel
allowed four hits and a walk and
struck out two batters.

After Graceffo retired all three
Raiders in the top of the first, Ryan
Bakie bashed a one-out double in
the Cranford first and the crafty
base running began when he stole
third. It paid off when Shriner

lofted a long fly to center, Bakie
tagged up and sprinted home for
the first run of the game.

The Raider fourth began with a
leadoff walk to Jake Canavan,
who then stole second base. Pe-
ter Yarem slashed an RBI double
to right then slicked to third when
Matt Fox reached first on an er-
ror. Now with Yarem on third,
Peter Warren pulled off a suc-
cessful squeeze bunt single as
Yarem came barreling home to
give the Raiders a 2-1 lead.

More “small ball” arrived in the
Cougar fourth. Catcher Mike McGee
reached base on a throwing error
and was replaced by courtesy run-
ner James Wozniak, who stole
second and dashed to third on a
pitch in the dirt. Matt Perino, who
laid down the successful game-
winning squeeze bunt in the sec-
tional championship game against
Somerville last year, did it again
and Wozniak sprinted home to
knot the score and to set up the
exciting conclusion.

May 7, 2016: The Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team
pulled off an absolutely stunning
come-from-behind 7-6, double-
overtime victory against Summit
in the finals of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) held on May 7
at Johnson High School in Clark.
In a series of events that can
best be described as miraculous,
senior Toby Burgdorf tied the
game with 11 seconds left in
regulation and then freshman

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING TO AVOID A COLLISION...Raider pitcher Jack DeFouw leaps to avoid contact with
Cougar Garrett Forrestal in the first inning of the Union County Tournament semifinal game at
Kean University in Union on May 14, 2016. The Raiders won, 8-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING SECOND BASE...Blue Devil Dan DoCampo, No. 2, steals second base in the first inning
as Highlander second baseman John Tedesco, No. 17, tries to get the throw. GL defeated the Blue
Devils, 7-4, in Westfield (May 7, 2015).
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Devon McLane won it in the sec-
ond overtime with a goal from
the right side to give the Blue
Devils their second straight
county title against a shell
shocked Summit team.

The Blue Devils prevailed un-
der the most unlikely set of cir-
cumstances that seemed to be
pulled from the pages of a bad
Hollywood script. First, Nicky
Bond potted one off of a nice
assist from James Bohlinger to
pull Westfield within one, at 6-5
with: 34 seconds remaining in
regulation. With Summit in pos-
session, Westfield defenders
scrambled to cause a turnover
and the ball somehow ended up
in goaltender Burgdorf’s posses-
sion and as the clock ticked down
to 10 seconds the savvy senior

did not hesitate to take action.
Burgdorf launched the ball the
length of the field and on one
bounce it found its way past Sum-
mit goaltender Ted Cranley,
clanking up against the crossbar
before barely clearing the goal
on the rebound.

May 11, 2016: The Cranford
girls’ lacrosse team scored an
important, 8-6 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on May 11 in
Scotch Plains. Maggie Roman led
the Cougars with four goals and
Sarah Ross had two goals and
one assist. Hannah Ross had one
goal and three assists and Megan
Power scored once. Sabrina
DiLollo had two goals and an
assist for the Raiders. Amber
Bretz added two goals and Kelly
Mehorter and Giulia Frias each

scored one goal.
May 12, 2016: Early inning

scoring by both teams trans-
formed into a pitchers’ duel in
the later innings but the Westfield
High School softball team plated
all of its runs in the first two
innings then managed to hold off
the Cranford Cougars, 5-4, in a
regular-season game in Westfield
on May 12. Junior third baseman
Danielle Rinaldi recorded three
of the Blue Devils’ hits, which
included an RBI double and scor-
ing once. Catcher Erica Lawrence
provided some clout with a two-
run triple and a single, while
scoring once.

Two underclassmen provided
the big hits for the Cougars.
Freshman Erin Schwerdtfeger
doubled and scored, and singled

and scored. Sophomore Taylor
Reitzel, who had an RBI, banged
a pair of doubles, scored once
and added a long fly ball that was
dropped, resulting in two more
runs being scored.

May 7, 2015: Stephanie
Visconti tossed a one-hitter and
helped the A.L. Johnson softball
team defeat the Blue Devils, 12-0,
in Westfield. Visconti allowed just
one walk and struck out four in six
innings and also added two singles
and an RBI offensively. The only
two Blue Devils, who reached base
against Visconti were Jordan
Sacher who singled and Elena
Elliott who received a walk.

May 7, 2015: Getting pitches
across the plate made a big dif-
ference in the Governor
Livingston Highlanders’ 7-4 vic-

tory over the Blue Devil baseball
team at Westfield. Highlander
pitcher Brian Cranston yielded
only two free passes in his seven
innings, while Blue Devil pitchers
Ben Herbster and Sean Elliott
ceded a combined 11 walks and
a hit batter. Colin Dursee went 2-
for-3, with a run scored and Devin
Anderson hammered a two-run
double for the Blue Devils.

May 9, 2015: The Westfield
High School boys’ lacrosse team
scored its first Union County Tour-
nament title since 2007 with a
dramatic, sudden 4-3 victory in
triple overtime against Summit
at Nolan Field in Clark. James
Bohlinger slipped in from behind
the net just seconds into the third
overtime and fired a shot into the

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil defenseman Matt McIlroy, No. 12, keeps close tabs on Cougar
attacker Mark Pawlick in the Union County Tournament semifinal at AL Johnson on May 6, 2015.
The Blue Devils won, 10-5.

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY...Albert Gargiulo wears a huge grin as he leaps onto the pile after
the Cougars defeated Governor Livingston, 3-1, for the Union County Tournament championship
at Kean University in Union on May 9, 2015.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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back of the goal giving the Blue
Devils the stunning victory.

May 9, 2015: Behind a com-
manding 12-strikeout perfor-
mance from sophomore Alanna
Namit, the Governor Livingston
Highlanders were able to claim
redemption and the Union County
Tournament crown after falling
to Westfield in the title game the
past two years with a 4-3 win
over the Cranford Cougars at
Flannagan Field in Linden. Mor-
gan Ferretti rapped two RBI for
the Cougars and Julia Palozzola
doubled and scored once.

May 9, 2015: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior shortstop Zach
Lipshitz went 2-for-2 to collect
his 100th career hit in a 13-0
triumph over Barringer. After the
Barringer game, Lipshitz has

amassed a .542 batting average
(39-for-72) this season with six
doubles and 12 stolen bases,
while striking out only once.

May 9-10, 2014: The Blue
Devils girls and the Raider boys
track & field teams won their
respective Union County
Watchung Conference champi-
onships at Governor Livingston
High School. Blue Devils Sophia
Goldschmidt, Brooke Schaeffer,
Amanda Fischer and Jenna
Helfand set a meet record in the
4x400 with a time of 3:59.89.
Blue Devil Gabby Stravach was a
double winner, crossing first in
the 1,600 with a time of 5:16.35,
then crossed first in the 3,200
with a time of 11:35.29.

Raider Quaryee Bull took top
honors in the triple jump with a

distance of 42-0. Blue Devils Matt
Luppino at 1:57.97 and Frankie
Pinney at 2:02.49 took 1-2 in the
800. Cougar Pat Lynch cleared
14 feet to win the pole vault.

May 10, 2014: After dethron-
ing Governor Livingston in lop-
sided fashion in last year’s Union
County Tournament champion-
ship, the top-seeded Blue Devils
softball team knew the Highland-
ers would be looking for revenge.
In a rematch, the Lady Blue Dev-
ils followed a traditional recipe of
outstanding pitching, stingy de-
fense and timely hitting to suc-
cessfully retain their title.

Propelled by a 10-strikeout,
five-hit outing by senior pitcher
Elena Scarano, a two-hit, three-
RBI performance by senior Sh-
annon Schaefer, and an acro-

batic, momentum-swinging catch
in leftfield by senior Rebecca
Kaufman, the Lady Devils de-
feated the Highlanders, 5-2, at
Memorial Field in Linden.

May 11, 2014:
Triskaidekaphobia no more!
Clutch hits, run saving catches
and a strong pitching performance
from Brad DeMartino guided the
third-seeded Blue Devils baseball
team to its 14th Union County
Tournament championship with a
5-3 victory over top-seeded Gov-
ernor Livingston at Kean Univer-
sity in Union. DeMartino recorded
eight strikeouts and walked only
one, while allowing six hits.
Centerfielder Anthony Perconte
made a pair of run-saving catches.

Trailing 2-1, Jake Boyle stepped
in for the injured Chris Hogge in

the fourth inning and drilled a
first-pitch fastball to center scor-
ing Cal Robertshaw. Dan
DoCampo dropped an RBI single
into left then Perconte made the
score, 4-2, with an RBI triple to
center. In the sixth, DoCampo
brought Robertshaw home again
with a double to left.

May 9, 2013: Physical readi-
ness and speed played a major
role in the margin of victory when
the Raider girls’ lacrosse team
overwhelmed Warren Hills, 10-
6, on Senior Day in Scotch Plains.
Junior midfielder/attacker Julie
Haggan and junior attacker An-
drea McNeely each powered three
goals, while senior attacker Elsa
Leistikow (2 assists) and senior
midfielder Annie Cannone flicked

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A GREAT TIME FOR A CELEBRATION...The Westfield Blue Devils celebrate near the mound
after winning their 14th Union County Tournament Championship at Kean University in Union on
May 11, 2014.

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LITTLE EXTRA NUDGE...Blue Devil Kevin Frega, No. 19, gives Raider Kevin Charos, No. 19, a
nudge as Blue Devil goalkeeper Alex D’Amato, No. 35, sets himself. The Blue Devils defeated the
Raiders, 15-6 (UCT semi May 9, 2014).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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in two goals each.
May 9, 2013: The second-

seeded Blue Devils boys lacrosse
team unsettled the third-seeded
New Providence Pioneers, 17-3,
in the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament at A.L.
Johnson field in Clark. Jack
Flarhety netted three goals and
three assists and senior attacker
Nick Arnold rammed in four goals
and contributed an assist for
Westfield.

May 10, 2013: Junior pitcher
Elena Scarano tossed a two-hit
shutout and struck out 11, while
allowing two walks, and “The Big
Four” provided the offense as
top-seeded Westfield defeated
Cranford, 4-0, in the quarterfinal
of the Union County Tournament
in Westfield. Scarano yielded only
a single to Allie Verilli and a
single to Kerry Wischesen. Her
two walks were to Wischusen
and Victoria Mettlen. The 15-4
Blue Devils totaled 10 hits, and

“The Big Four” — Chrissy Ferraro,
Cali Chambliss, Julia Criscuolo
and Shannon Schaefer — pro-
vided all of them, including all
four runs.

May 10-13, 2013: The Raider
boys and girls grabbed top hon-
ors in the Union County Watchung
Conference meets, while the
Cranford Cougar girls won the
Mountain Conference title at Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights. Raiders Rashad
Gary with a personal-best 52-
10.25, Billy Castore at 50-7.25
and James Kaiser at 48-11 swept
the shot put event. Blue Devils
Philip Edwards and Matt Luppino
finished 1-2 in the 1,600 with
respective times of 4:25.07 and
4:25.84.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach
crossed first in the 1,600 with a
time of 5:21.57. Stravach also
crossed first in the 3,200 at
11:44.35. Raider Christine
Charles surpassed the 18-foot

threshold to take top honors in
the long jump at 18-1. For the
Mountain girls, Cougars Regine
Hunter at 15.2, Brianna Grant at
15.21 and Ashley McGuire at
15.92 swept the 100 hurdles.
Grant and Hunter took 1-2 in the
triple jump with respective jumps
of 38-10 and 37-6.5. Hunter won
the long jump with a leap of 18-1.

May 6, 2012: Blue Devil Mike
Mondon was relied on to be stub-
born on the mound, and he was,
but he also barked loudly with
the metal stick, and Jon Gribbin
did some barking of his own to
lead the third-seeded Westfield
baseball team past the seventh-
seeded Dayton Bulldogs, 7-3, in
a Union County Tournament
semifinal game at Williams Field
in Elizabeth on May 6. Mondon
spread out seven hits, walked
five and hit a batter, while strik-
ing out six Bulldogs to up his
record to 5-0.

Lance Tupper (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POUNDING THE STRIKE ZONE...Blue Devil Elena Scarano pitching against the GL Highlanders
in the third inning of the Union County Tournament title game (May 10, 2014). Scarano notched 10
Ks, leading Westfield to a 5-2 victory.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRODUCTIVE DAY IN SCORING...Blue Devil attacker Nick Arnold netted four goals and added
an assist in the Union County Tournament semifinal against New Providence at A.L. Johnson in
Clark (May 9, 2013).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin (May 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT ALL THEY HAD UP TO THE FINISH LINE…Raider Brian
Kopnicki, right, crossed first in the 3200 meters with a personal-best time of
9:44.1 followed very closely by Blue Devil Jeff Perrella who crossed in a personal-
best time of 9:44.5 at the Watchung Conference Championships (May 7, 2004).



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, May 14, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

onships in Berkeley Heights. In
the end, the Union Lady Farmers
broke four division records and
edged the Cranford Cougars, who
broke three records, 137-130,
for the title.

Raider Erin Pierce set a divi-
sion record in the 1,600 meters,
crossing in 5:13.94, to beat the
old record of 5:15 set by Nicole
Harris of Rahway in 2010. Cou-
gar Bryanna Grant broke two
division records. The first was in
the pole vault when she cleared
10-0. Grant also broke the divi-
sion record in the triple jump
with a distance of 37-2. Team-
mates Regine Hunter at 35-8.5
and Gilliam Burke at 35-8.5
placed 2-3 respectively. Burke
won the long jump with a divi-
sion-record leap of 17-11 on her
last attempt. Raider Sam Renfree

set a division record in the jav-
elin with a toss of 120-4.

May 6, 2011: Union Catholic
easily placed first at the Union
County boys track & field Relays
with a total of 93 points at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
May 6, ahead of the Westfield
Blue Devils, who finished second
with a total of 70 after rerunning
the 4x1,600 on May 9 due to a
judge’s error *. After rerunning
the 4x1,600 on May 9, Blue Dev-
ils Evan Tarlow, John Kirna, Dan
Luzzi and Zach Lizmi finished in
18:28.15 to gain first place.

Blue Devils Jack Leahy, Sam
Tooley, Kevin Ingram and An-
drew Kirna shaved 10 seconds
off their winning time in the Blue
Devil Invitational when they
crossed first in the distance med-
ley relay with a time of 10:28.58.

The Raiders blew everybody
away by winning the javelin event
with a total distance of 453-6,
more than 55 feet better than
Oratory that took second. Chris
Burke at 160-0 and Jordan
Clausen at 151-3 had the best
tosses and teammate Alex
Daboub had the sixth-best throw
at 142-3. Burke at 46-8.5,
Sebastian Valdes at 43-9 and Billy
Castore at 40-5.5 won the shot
put with a distance of 130-11.

May 6, 2011: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls received
strong performances from their
4x800, 4x1,600 and shot put
teams on the final day to out-
point Cranford for the Union
County Relay title at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on May 6.
Raider Danielle Schweizer with

Fred Lecomte (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A BLUE STREAK...Raiders Erin Weber, No. 10, Julie Haggan, No.
2, and Alex Sullivan, right front, put the pinch on a Warren Hills Blue Streak in Scotch Plains on May
9, 2013. The Raiders won, 10-6.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CELEBRATING VICTORY WITH A SLAM…As the Blue Devils converge to celebrate Union
County Tournament championship No. 13 with a 13-3 victory over Union on May 12, 2012, pitcher
Mike Mondon demonstrates his wrestling skills on catcher Mike Ionta.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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Mondon found three different
ways to hit successfully. He
hooked a fading double to right
field in the second inning then
slammed a hard RBI single in the
fourth. His third hit came in the
sixth when he lofted an RBI single
into the sun that came to earth
just out of reach of the right
fielder. Gribbin, on the other
hand, looked at a call of “strike
three” in the second inning but
more than made up for it with a
single in the fourth and a two-run
triple to deep centerfield in the
fifth.

May 11-12, 2012: Many old
records went down, and senior
Kevin Ingram broke one of them
as the Blue Devil boys track &
field team won its third straight
Union County Watchung Confer-
ence championship at Berkeley

Heights. Ingram set a Watchung
Division record in the 800 with a
1:56.48, which for a while was
also the meet record until Union
Catholic’s Allen Eke won his divi-
sion with a time of 1:53.54.
Ingram’s time beat former team-
mate Sam Tooley’s record of
1:56.75 set last year.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan set a
division record, clearing 14-0 in
the pole vault to break Raider
Zach Carow’s 2011 mark of 13-
0. Cougar Rob Kessler took top
honors in the discus with a heave
of 123-6, followed by Raider
James Kaiser at 121-4. Kaiser
won the shot put with a division
record shove of 50 feet.

May 11-12, 2012: Eleven di-
vision records took a bow at the
Union County Watchung Confer-
ence girls track & field champi-
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walked one.
May 9, 2009: Every bit of

offense was needed when the
second-seeded Blue Devil base-
ball team survived a four-run,
seventh-inning scare from the
third-seeded Cranford Cougars
to pull out an 8-7 victory in Eliza-
beth to advance to the Union
County Tournament champion-
ship for a chance to grab its 13th
title.

Blue Devil sophomore Danny
Kerr (2-for-3, 3 RBI) lofted a solo
homer over the right field fence
and drilled a booming two-run
triple to center. Robbie Granstrand
(3-for-3) blasted a two-run homer
over the right field fence. Nick
Cook tagged Blue Devil pitcher
Chris Jenkins with a two-run
double, Greg Matlosz slapped a
two-run double and Eric Wolena
stole four bases.

May 10, 2008: An outstand-
ing pitching performance by

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING HARD TO KEEP THE LEAD…Raider Erin Pierce keeps a few steps ahead of Union
Farmer Jen Edobi in the 800 meters. Although Edobi won with a meet-record time, Pierce won the
1,600 with a division-record time (May 11/12, 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TIGHT PACK…Blue Devils Kevin Ingram, No. 1, Matt Luppino, No. 2, and Jason Isbit, No.
6, keep in a tight pack during the first lap of the 800 meters. Ingram set a Watchung Division record
with a 1:56.48 (May 11/12, 2012).

the best heave of the day at 104
feet, Osa Ebose at 88-6 and
Erin Brown at 86-3 won the
team discus with a distance of
278-9. The Raiders got off on
the right foot when Ebose with
the best shove of 38-6 and
Schweizer at 35-10 (second-
best), along with Brown took
top honors in the shot put with
a distance of 104-8.

Raiders Sarah Robinson
(1:06.88), Leah Salituro
(1:10.16) and Najla Gilliam
(1:10.99) crossed first in the
400 hurdles with a time of
3:28.03. Christine Charles (16-
2), Robinson (16-0) and Emily
Nagourney (15-9) took top hon-
ors in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 48-11. In the 4x800,
Raiders Isabel Crystal, Justine
Valdes, Kathleen Leeper and Erin
Pierce crossed second with a
time of 9:55.45. In the 4x1,600,
Raiders Grace Kelly, Valdes,
Leeper and Pierce finished sec-

ond at 23:12.4.
Cougars Bryanna Grant with

the meet’s-best distance of 36-
5, Gillian Burke at 34-9 (fourth
best) and Regine Hunter (33-3)
set a meet record in the triple
jump with a distance of 104-5.
Rebecca Shimonov, Megan
Schetelich, Devon Cacchione and
Grant placed first in the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 1:06.16.

May 9, 2009: Excellent clutch
pitching performances by Raider
Marcus Rivera and Jon Kosenick
was enough to hold off the de-
fending champion Elizabeth Min-
utemen, 8-5, in the Union County
Tournament baseball semifinal
at Williams Field in Elizabeth.
Rivera in his inaugural starting
role, scattered six hits, sat down
two Minutemen and did not walk
a batter. Kosenick, a senior right-
hander, in two-and-one-third in-
nings of relief, retired seven of
the eight batters he faced. He
finished with three strikeouts and

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE UCT CHAMPIONSHIP GAME…The Blue Devils
rush the mound to congratulate pitcher Chris Jenkins, center, after he struck out
the side in the seventh inning to nail down a 5-1 victory over Cranford in the UCT
semifinals (May 10, 2008). CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING SET A SCHOOL RECORD…Blue Devil Sirena VanEpp comes down to earth in the
triple jump. VanEpp, Sophia Devita and Lily Burtness set a WHS record in the event, while placing
sixth with a distance of 92-10.25 (May 6, 2011).

David B. Corbin (May 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPS IN THE LONG JUMP…Raiders Tina Olsson, left, Amanda Bobyack, center, and
Natasha Celius won the Union County Relays long jump event with a combined distance of 49’4.75”
(May 6, 2006).

set a new meet record in the
triple jump and helped lead the
Raider boys to win the Union
County Track and Field Relay
championship at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield.

May 6, 2006: Balanced ef-
forts across the board earned
the Raider girls track and field
team its second straight Union
County relay championship at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield. The
Raider girls won three events
and placed in 12 of the 16 events.
Tina Olsson, Amanda Bobyack
and Natasha Celius won the long
jump event with a combined dis-
tance of 49’4.75". Olsson, a
sophomore, had the best leap in
the meet at 17’0.25"

May 6, 2005: Avenging a loss
earlier in the week, the third-
seeded Blue Devil baseball team
got off to a rousing start via a
five-inning, 14-1, victory over
Elizabeth at the Blue Devil dia-

sophomore pitcher Gary
Binkiewicz was spoiled when
Sammy Rosario hit a three-run
homer in the bottom of the eighth
inning to give top-seeded Eliza-
beth a dramatic 7-5 triumph over
the fourth-seeded Raiders in the
semifinals of the Union County
Tournament in Elizabeth.

May 10, 2008: Senior Mike
Cappiello’s three-run home run in
the top of the first inning gave
junior fireballer Chris Jenkins the
comfort level he needed to help
guide the second-seeded Blue
Devils to a 5-1 victory over third-
seeded Cranford in the semifinals
of the Union County Tournament
at Williams Field in Elizabeth.
Senior centerfielder Evan
Eisenberg made a pair of spec-
tacular catches to make sure that
the 14-4 Blue Devils maintained
that comfort level.

May 5, 2007: Senior right-
hander Greg Bayard tossed a
three-hitter, while recording two

strikeouts, as the Raider baseball
team rolled to a 10-0 victory over
Union Catholic in the first round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains. Adam Perez (2-
for-2, 3 runs) whacked a home
run. Kevin Maroney blasted a
three-run bomb and James Dinizo
(3-for-3, RBI) hammered two
doubles and scored twice.

May 10, 2007: Brian Pak got
a great jump firing a 36 on the
front nine, giving him a six-stroke
lead over his nearest competi-
tors, then he maintained a 41 on
the back nine to finish with a five-
over-par 77 to win the individual
title, while the Raiders won the
Union County Golf Tournament
team title at Echo Lake Country
Club. The Raiders, who last won
the title in 1980, totaled 333,
while the defending champion
Blue Devils finished at 353

May 6, 2006: Kyle Rowbotham
and Nehemiah Burney-Porter,
with a combined distance of 88’1",

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING CONGRATULATIONS FROM BREW…Blue Devil Danny Kerr
gets congratulated from coach Bob Brewster after whacking a solo home run in
the fourth inning of the 8-7 UCT semi win over Cranford (May 9, 2009).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Raider Joey D’Annunzio slides safely into third base to start
a three-run rally in the bottom of the third inning (May 9, 2009).

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING UP HIS PUTT ON NUMBER 3…Blue Devil Nick Livolsi prepares to line up his putt on the
third hole as Raider Brian Pak pulls the pin. Pak won the individual title with a 77 (May 10, 2007).

crossed first in the 400 meters
with a time of 57.8, first in the
400 hurdles at 1:05.2 and first in
the high jump with a height of
4’6". Blue Devil freshman Emily
MacNeil won the 800 meters with
a time of 2:24.5.

Gary Kehler Stadium. The Raid-
ers had a total of 162, Cranford
finished second with 101 and
Westfield placed third at 86.
Kopnicki won the 1,600 in 4:21.8,
the 3,200 in 9:44.1 just ahead of
Blue Devil Jeff Perrella and the
triple jump with a distance of
40’0.5". Smith had victories in
the 110 hurdles at 15.1 and the
400 hurdles at a personal-best
57 seconds, and second places in
the javelin at 147’2" and the high
jump at 6 feet.

May 7, 2004: Emily MacNeil
and Caroline Sheridan each won
two individual events and MacNeil
ran on the winning 4x400-meter
relay team to help the Blue Dev-
ils win the Watchung Conference
National Division title at Gary
Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils
totaled 206 to top the Raiders at
141.5. MacNeil won the 400

meters in 58.7, a WHS record,
and crossed first in the 800
meters at 2:23. Jennell Carter
(1:01.86), Annie Onishi
(1:01.38), Driscoll (1:01) and
MacNeil (57.91 [career best
split]) took first in the 4x400
meters in 4:02.2, a WHS record.
Sheridan took first in the shot
put at 34’4" (personal best) and
first in the javelin at 99’ (PB).

.May 11, 2002: Senior Jill
Koscielecki accumulated 40 team
points by winning every event
she entered to lead the Raider
girls to their third-straight
Watchung Conference, National
Division title at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. The Raiders edged sec-
ond-place Westfield, 144-128. In
the long jump, Koscielecki leaped
16’5.25" on her last jump to
edge Blue Devil Sara Burke who
had a leap of 15’11.75". She also

mond in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament.
Senior right-hander Billy Hearon
(5-1), in 58 pitches, held the
sixth-seeded Minutemen to five
hits, sat down four and did not
allow a walk. Catcher Mike Murray
blasted an in-the-park homer,
tripled, scored three runs and
had two RBI.

May 7, 2005: The Raider boys
won three events and totaled 64
points to place second to Union
at 69 points in the Union County
Relays at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield. Raider sophomore Kyle
Rowbotham (43-6.25) and
Nehemiah Burney-Porter (40-
2.75) won the triple jump with a
distance of 83-9. Sean Smith
(56.5), Rowbotham (58.5) and
Tom Pennella (59.4) took top
honors in the intermediate
hurdles with a time of 2:54.4.

Smith (6-2), Iceberg Bryant (5-
8) and Rowbotham (5-6) cleared
a 17-6 total to win the team high
jump. Blue Devils Mike Woods
(14 feet) and Mike Gorski (13
feet) tied their meet record of 27
feet in the pole vault.

May 7, 2005: The Raider girls
won the team title at the Union
County Relays at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield with a total of 86.
Michelle Regg, with a meet-best
distance of 33-9.75 and Natasha
Celius at 30-11.5 captured first
in the triple jump with a distance
of 64-9.25 (SPF record). Katie
Zaleski, with a meet-best clear-
ance of 9-6, and Erin Rossi at 7-
6, set a meet record in the pole
vault with a total height of 17-0.

May 7, 2004: Brian Kopnicki
and Sean Smith helped the Raid-
ers defend its Watchung Confer-
ence National Division title at
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