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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week

Double Size: $40 per week

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

Westfield’s Incredibly
Shrinking Surplus

The town’s surplus funds are like
the savings account that we all try to
maintain for our own households.
Surplus is critical for towns to ad-
dress unanticipated and unbudgeted
costs, for example those brought on
by blizzards, hurricanes and, yes,
global pandemics. They protect
against periods of economic turmoil
and they help to earn and maintain a
AAA credit rating, which Westfield
achieved in 2014 and which reduces
the borrowing costs to taxpayers for
capital improvements. Today, that
stellar credit rating is at risk.

When Mayor Brindle took office
on January 1, 2018, Westfield en-
joyed a robust surplus account of
$14.5 million. Even before COVID-
19, the Town’s preliminary 2020 bud-
get showed a surprisingly low $7.4
million surplus at year end. The
Mayor’s recently introduced budget,
on which the Town Council will vote
on May 26, is even more alarming —
projecting a surplus balance of only
$7 million on December 31, 2020.

What will Westfield taxpayers
have received in exchange for the
spending of $7.5 million of our col-
lective savings by the Brindle Ad-
ministration in the past three years?
New athletic fields for our children?
Not a single one. A performing arts
center in the shuttered Rialto or an
improved streetscape downtown?
Nope. How about the reduction or
elimination of the Town’s sewer fee
or parking fees in light of the pan-
demic? Wrong again.  In fact, earlier
this year, the sewer fee was increased
by more than 18 percent, a classic
tax gimmick used to help plug a
growing budget hole.

As a result of the Brindle
Administration’s excessive spend-

ing and financial mismanagement,
$7.5 million in taxpayer savings will
have disappeared. That money now
cannot be used to help Westfield
residents and downtown businesses
overcome the financial consequences
of COVID-19; it is not available to
cover unplanned expenses incurred
if a Superstorm Sandy-like climate
event hits again this year; and it
cannot be accessed now or in the
future to improve our parks, playing
fields, and playgrounds.

Mayor Brindle likes to point to the
many newly paved roads in Town as
an example of surplus money well
spent. But paving projects are gener-
ally funded with money from our capi-
tal budget, not surplus funds from our
operating budget. And a majority of
the work was (and will be) paid for by
Elizabethtown Gas, with the Mayor
happily benefiting from the timing of
their long-planned underground pipe-
line replacement program.

The Mayor is less quick to admit
that the Town budget has increased
by more than $4.1 million since she
took office; that this year’s property
tax levy increase is at the maximum
allowed by state law, providing no
pandemic relief to taxpayers; and
that due to her policies, non-prop-
erty tax revenues (largely paid by
non-residents) from construction fees
and permits, parking, municipal
court, and interest on the Town’s
investments, decreased by more than
half a million dollars last year com-
pared to 2018, and are expected to
decrease by another $1 million in
this year’s budget.

Our surplus savings are not being
depleted because of road paving or
COVID-19, but because of over-
spending and flawed governance.
This is not politics, it’s math. And
basic arithmetic shows that if Mayor
Brindle’s spending and shortsighted
policies remain unchecked,
Westfield’s surplus will be gone in
the very near future. Also gone will
be the Town’s hard-earned AAA
credit rating and, most importantly,
our ability to address and overcome
ongoing and future financial chal-
lenges.

JoAnn Neylan, Chairwoman
Westfield Town

Republican Committee

Letters to the EditorGratitude: Lilies-of-the Valley,
Family in Westfield and France

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A daily practice of gratitude re-
lieves stress, diminishes anxiety,
brightens sad thoughts, and sparks
closeness. As we all cope valiantly
with pandemic-induced fears and
struggles, we can elevate our spirits
together by sharing experiences of
gratitude.

Cecilia Saint-Denis of Westfield,
in response to an earlier gratitude
column, feels grateful for family to-
getherness, here and with grandpar-
ents in France:

I have tremendous gratitude for
the family time granted to us so
unexpectedly. We have been six at
home since mid-March, my husband
and four kids (19, 17, 14, 7). There
have undeniably been highs and lows
in terms of individual and collective
moods. However, overall we’ve had
incredible quality time.

We share thoughts, concerns,
movie nights, game nights, cooking
sessions. We all know what every-
body is working on; we proofread
each other’s works. At a time when
our oldest is usually away and our
second one is about to go to college,
when “the nest is emptying,” we feel
nothing but gratitude. Also, our
younger ones get to spend extra time
with their older sisters.

I am also very grateful for the
technology that allows us to stay in
touch daily with our parents in
France. We talk to them daily, share
videos, pictures, and toasts over
FaceTime :-).

Cecilia attached a lily-of-the-val-
ley photo and caption: “The lily-of-
the-valley is the traditional flower
we offer in France on May 1st!”

Thanks, Cecilia, for celebrating
the month of May and family togeth-
erness with us.

This abundance of family togeth-
erness does have highs and lows.
Few parents of school-aged young-
sters signed on to be their teachers.

Babies and toddlers’ parents never
planned to juggle full-time caretak-
ing with full-time work. And parents
of young adults, fleeing tiny New
York City 500-square-foot, room-
mate-filled studio apartments, did
not expect their kids to return home
to nest.

Grown kids, back home, may re-
gress into adolescent behaviors and
defiant attitudes. Wet towels on bath-
room floors and expectations that
mom will pick up dirty dishes are
back. Assumptions that parents will
grocery shop and prepare three daily
meals for meat-eaters, vegetarians,
and vegans alike may resurface. Still,
bright moments emerge.

One mom shares that she’s come
to know better her 20-plus-year-old
daughter, son, and his girlfriend. The
three young adults are, likewise,
bonding anew. “They call themselves
a thruple,” mom says. After a full
day of telework, cocooned in sepa-
rate spaces, some evenings feature
Broadway classics belted out rau-
cously, accompanied by the old
Karaoke machine, no longer sitting
idle and dusty.

What about family and friends not
nesting home? How are you staying
close to them?

Research shows that pausing to
note grateful thoughts and deeds
improves both psychological and
physical health. Please share your
thoughts, and I’ll weave them into
future columns:

What’s your best moment of the
week?

Share anecdotes about remote vis-
its with family and friends.

What works well? What doesn’t?
Have you reconnected with people

from long ago?
Managing technology: Share tips

of mastery and frustration.
***

Patti can be reached by writing
“Gratitude” in the subject line and
emailing: press@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING NOTICE – MAY 18, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the format of their Business Meeting sched-
uled for May 18, 2020 to be held by remote
access.

Due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 107, the Recreation Com-
mission will conduct the May 18, 2020
Business Meeting remotely and by elec-
tronic means for its Commissioners and
public. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6
(the “Open Public Meetings Act”) Busi-
ness Meeting  will be open to the public by
electronic means, and as such, members
of the public may view the meeting by
livestream on Facebook Live https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
scotchplainsrecreation/;  Public Comment
will be available through call-in during the
appropriate comment portions and the tele-
phone number for access will be provided
during the livestream.  The meeting start
time is 7:30 p.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 20-05-104

CONTRACTOR: T&M Associates, 11
Tindall Road, Middletown, New Jersey,
Environmental Engineer

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
Services - Elm, Willow & Tower Place

DURATION: For a period not to exceed
December 31, 2020

FEE: Not to exceed $97,800.00

A copy of this resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Kathleen M. Holmes
Borough Clerk

1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public hear-
ing will be held by the Planning Board of
the Borough of Mountainside on Tues-
day, May 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. for the
following application:

NAME: Karen and William Dillon, Ad-
dress 344 Edgewood Court, Block 16.14,
Lot 12.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of variance relief
from the following requirements of the or-
dinance so as to permit the following:

* Minimum lot area is 15,000 Square
Feet where 14,666 Square Feet is existing
non-conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Minimum  lot width is 100 Feet where
96 is existing non-conforming, NO
CHANGE;

* Lot area within-in 150 Feet – existing
non-conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Driveway in side yard – existing non-
conforming, NO CHANGE;

* Maximum foundation area is 15% where
15.9% is proposed (143 Square Feet addi-
tional);

* Maximum lot coverage is 30% where
43.3% is proposed (existing 38.2%; addi-
tion of 745 Square Feet);

* Maximum floor area ratio of 22.5%
where 22.8% is proposed (37 Square Feet
additional).

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled public meeting will
be conducted electronically and/or by tele-
phone. Members of the public who wish to
participate in the meeting may do so tele-
phonically or by computer using the follow-
ing information:

Dial In: +1-929-205-6099
Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

83277816223?pwd=WUEzaTRpRTM1dG
VXRUp3eFNIZlVPZz09
Meeting ID:832 7781 6223
Password: 628837

Individuals calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
In addition, public viewing and participa-
tion will be available and a link to the
meeting will be posted on the Borough
website: www.mountainside-nj.com.

The file maps and plans for the applica-
tion can be viewed on the Borough website
listed herein. Copies of the application,
including any supporting plans and other
documents are public records and thereby
are also available for public inspection by
appointment at the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building, 1385 Route 22, Mountainside,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:30AM
and 4:30PM by contacting contact Pat
Gilstrap at 908-232-2409.

At the public hearing, members of the
public may participate personally or through
an attorney and ask questions, give evi-
dence or make a statement concerning the
granting of this application.

By Order of Applicants
Karen and William Dillon

344 Edgewood Court
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May
27, 2020 at 7:30 PM, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 43 & 57 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
55, Lots 9.01.01 & 7.01, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Mega Re-
sort, LLC (Lot 9.01.01) and Parker & Parker,
LLC (Lot 7.01).

The applicant requests variance ap-
proval to replace existing signage, includ-
ing the replacement of existing freestand-
ing signs on both properties with internally
illuminated freestanding signs which is in
violation of:

Section 118-119I(5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance requested: Free-
standing signs. Permitted: Internal illumi-
nation prohibited. Existing: No internally
illuminated sign. Proposed: Internally illu-
minated signs on both properties.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) thereto.

The meeting will be conducted via a
virtual meeting service. Information on how
to participate in the meeting will be avail-
able on the Borough website at https://
www.fanwoodnj.org/departments/plan-
ning-board/ approximately two days prior
to the meeting date. The virtual meeting
service will allow interested party to partici-
pate therein in accordance with the rules of
the Fanwood Planning Board.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection on the Bor-
ough of Fanwood website. Copies may be
found during normal business hours (8
AM-4 PM. Monday through Friday) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Offices of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Do not hesitate to contact the Board
Secretary if you lack the resources or abil-
ity for technological access to these docu-
ments so that other arrangements can be
made to view the documents and/or to
attend the meeting. The contact informa-
tion for the Board Secretary is as follows:

Pat Hoynes, Planning Board Secretary
Borough of Fanwood

Phone: 908-322-8236  ext. 121
Email: phoynes@fanwoodnj.org

Applicant:
K-9 Resorts, LLC
57 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicant:
Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Esq.
15 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059
1 T - 05/14/20, The Times Fee: $55.59

Letter From 1918 Describes Death
Of Comrade On WW I Battlefield
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The following letter was found by
former Westfield resident Kenneth L.
MacRitchie of Rockville, MD. It is
from Henry W.A. Helfrich, written
from a World War I battlefield in
Flanders, describing in gruesome
detail the death of one of his com-
rades; a transcription is attached.

November 27, 1918
Dear Friend Ethel,
Your letter received and I was

pleased to hear that my letter arrived
at such an opportune time so that
John’s people could be notified by
the minister.

In reply to your questions, I am
sorry to say that John was not buried
in a coffin but only canvas. Just at that
time a coffin was out of the question
as the very next morning we started
our advance and it was only thru the
greatest of luck that we were able to
get his body to the Abeele Cemetery,
Abeele, Belgium, where he was bur-
ied in the section allotted to our divi-
sion the 27th. Yes I was with John
until he died, but he never regained
consciousness although I believe at
one time when I spoke to him he
recognized me and tried to answer.
He had no personal belongings as we
handed everything in, before going
into the front line, to prevent identifi-
cation in case of capture. I was really
glad that John was killed before our
advance, as long as it was so fated that
he must fall, for the poor boys who
were killed later had no burial at all.
We suffered heavily, but that was

expected and some day I hope to tell
you the story of how Brooklyn’s boys
drove the Hun to Hell where he be-
longed and picture to you the scene
where my comrades bled and died but
the Khaki went forward in unceasing
waves the boys shouting “Mineola”
for that was their cry.

But now the war is over and we are
longing for home. I am in Class C,
that is as far as the Army goes. I am a
cripple, and expect to be on my way
home soon. I cannot drill or hike any
more; those days are over and I will
see them no more.

According to present indications, I
should be leaving early in December
and be home sometime in January. Of
course I shall come back to the Fed-
eral to resume my duties.

I must close now as it is already
very late and I hope that this letter
finds you well and happy.

Sincerely,
Henry W. Helfrich
P.S. Forgot to say, in answer to your

question, the government has ordered
that all bodies of Americans who have
fallen on the field be shipped to the
United States.

Return address on envelope: Ad-
dress on envelope:

1st Sgt. H.W.A. Helfrich
Miss Ethel I. Walker
Prov. Dept. Bro. APO 71486

Erasmus Street
Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
[Notes: The Abeele Aerodrome

Military Cemetery is located in West
Flanders, Belgium. The division was
the 27th New York Infantry Division.
“The Federal” is the Federal Reserve.]

Theatre Allaince Offers
Free Online Programs
MORRISTOWN — New Jersey The-

atre Alliance (“the Alliance”) is proud to
announce the launch of Stages Online.
Stages Online is a digital platform for
audiences to engage with virtual oppor-
tunities from New Jersey’s professional
theatres within the safety of their homes.

“As a community we are facing turbu-
lent times. The Alliance is grateful for
the partnership of our sponsors and the
creativity of our member theatres as we
promote and support the wide range of
offerings our theatres are bringing to the
homes of New Jersey audiences and
beyond,” said John McEwen, executive
director of the Alliance.

The Stages Festival, typically held in
the spring, is the Alliance’s annual the-
atre festival that offers over 80 perfor-
mances, workshops, classes, and events
at theatres, art centers, libraries, schools,
senior centers, and other community
venues throughout the state. Adhering to
the guidelines of local and federal gov-
ernment, all in-person Stages Festival
events have been postponed until further
notice. However, many theatres within
the Alliance membership are creating
innovative virtual opportunities to en-
gage with audiences through Stages
Online.

Most events are free but require regis-
tration. For a full listing of events, pro-
gram details, and registration informa-
tion visit www.njtheatrealliance.org/
stages-online.

Bramnick: Hospitals
Must Open For

Non-COVID Patients
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) has called for
Governor Phil Murphy to reopen hos-
pitals and medical facilities to treat
all patients.

 “People are avoiding their health
care needs,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Doctors must be given a green light
to treat all patients, and medical fa-
cilities can open following CDC
guidelines. The governor must open
hospitals and medical offices.”

$31.5 Mil. in Grants
Available from DCA
TRENTON – The New Jersey De-

partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) has announced that the State
of New Jersey received $31,511,487
from the second round of Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) CARES Act funding allo-
cated by the federal government. The
CDBG funding allocation is in addi-
tion to the $4 million the State of
New Jersey received on April 2. Both
funding rounds are helping the state
respond to public health, housing,
and economic disruption needs that
have arisen as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“More than $31.5 million in fund-
ing is an incredibly important re-
source for the state to have in the
midst of this unprecedented pan-
demic,” said Lt. Governor Sheila Y.
Oliver, who serves as DCA commis-
sioner. “We are grateful for the assis-
tance and look forward to putting the
money to use as quickly as possible.
We also appreciate that our federal
partners are allowing the state more
flexible use of this funding, which
will enable us to fully maximize it in
our COVID-19 response.”

The CARES Act requires the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to allocate the
second round of CDBG funding to
state and insular area governments
(i.e., U.S. territories that are not one
of the 50 states) by May 11.

The second round of allocations
can be used for such activities as
buildings and improvements, assis-
tance to businesses, rental assistance,
increased public services, planning,
capacity building, and technical as-
sistance.

For more information on COVID-
19 resources, visit https://
covid19.nj.gov/.

DCA offers a wide range of pro-
grams and services, including af-
fordable-housing production, fire
safety, building safety, community
planning and development, local
government management and fi-
nance, and disaster recovery.

Malinowski, Staff Offering
Help During Health Crisis

SOMERVILLE — Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) and his staff continue
to work around the clock to serve
constituents during this public
health crisis. Since the middle of
March, the office has opened nearly
1,200 casework requests from con-
stituents, many seeking help secur-
ing unemployment benefits, small
business resources, and the IRS
Economic Impact Payments.

The most effective way to reach
out to the office is by filling out the
online casework form. Those seek-
ing assistance for an issue regard-
ing unemployment benefits can
e m a i l
nj07.casework@mail.house.gov.
For issues regarding the Small Busi-
ness Administration, email
nj07.smallbusiness@mail.house.gov.
Please provide contact information
and a detailed explanation of the
case when reaching out.

Though the office has suspended
all in-person activity, Congressman

Malinowski and his staff have con-
tinued to connect with constituents
one-on-one, and are available for
meetings via conference call and
Zoom. To request a meeting visit
https://malinowski.house.gov/con-
tact/request-meeting. The office has
been offering regular virtual events
including the county by county Con-
gress in Your Kitchen series to pro-
vide opportunities for constituents
to ask the Congressman questions
on the federal response to COVID-
19 and share their concerns, and
four district-wide COVID-19 fo-
cused telephone town halls, reach-
ing thousands of constituents.

The office has also offered
webinars and virtual Q&As on is-
sues that have arisen during the pan-
demic. This included a small busi-
ness webinar providing an overview
of the new loan and grant programs
established by the CARES Act. Mr.
Malinowski also held a Q&A ses-
sion on the IRS Economic Impact
Payments to provide individual
guidance to constituents.

The Congressman and his staff
have been in close contact with con-
stituents stranded abroad, and have
secured the return of 43 7th District
residents and family members. With-
out notice, many countries closed
their borders, severely limiting com-
mercial flights, and leaving con-
stituents with few options of return.
Anyone who knows of a district
resident or family member strug-
gling to evacuate, please contact
the office for assistance.

“Our office is working 24/7 to get
our constituents the resources they
need to weather this once in a gen-
eration crisis,” Congressman
Malinowski said. “It’s an uphill
battle that we’re fighting one per-
son at a time, but my team is com-
mitted to advocating vigorously for
any constituent that reaches out for
assistance.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

The next scheduled GBOE Meeting will
be set for Tuesday, 05/19/20 at 7:00PM for
Executive Session.

Public session will begin at Approxi-
mately 7:30PM.

Please join us by calling in with the
information listed below:

Phone Number:
(US)+1 475-441-4942

PIN: 198 098 227#

Ana Pfalzgraf, MBA
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $15.81


