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– Obituaries –Dominic A. Di Iorio, 70, Beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Dominic A. Di Iorio

Dominic Anthony Di Iorio, 70, of
North Beach, Maryland, passed away
on Sunday, May 3, 2020, at Anne
Arundel Medical Center. Dominic
was born on July 24, 1949
in Campo Di Giove,
Abruzzi, Italy, the son of
Raffaele Di Iorio and
Silvia Di Tana. Dominic
voyaged to the United
States aboard the SS An-
drea Doria in 1954, and
arrived at his new home
in Westfield, N.J. He was
a champion soccer player
at Westfield High School,
and after graduating went
on to earn his Associate
of Applied Science de-
gree at Union County
College. He also served in the Na-
tional Guard from 1970 to 1978, and
was employed with the Pitney Bowes
company as a copier service techni-
cian for 21 years, retiring in 1993.
He married Ellen Di Maggio on
October 13, 1973, and they contin-
ued to reside in Westfield, N.J., until
August of 2014, when they moved to
North Beach, Md. Dominic was a
member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, N.J.,
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in
North Beach, the Knights of Colum-
bus Calvert Council 7870, and the
American Legion Stallings-Williams

Post 206. Dominic will be remem-
bered as a friendly and caring man
who greatly treasured family tradi-
tions and his Italian heritage.

Dominic is survived
by his wife, Ellen Di
Maggio Di Iorio of North
Beach; sons, Jason Di
Iorio of Clark, N.J., and
Jonathan Di Iorio and his
wife, Megan, of Prince
Frederick, Md., and his
grandchildren, Wesley,
Hunter and Molly Di
Iorio. He is also survived
by his brother, Adelfio
Di Iorio, and his wife,
Anna; sister,  Anita
Russo, and her husband,
Mario, and cousins Leo

and Victor Villani, all of Westfield,
N.J., as well as many nieces and
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions in Dominic’s name may
be made to the American Legion
Stallings-Williams Post 206 or the
Knights of Columbus Calvert Coun-
cil 7870.

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions,
all services will be private. Burial
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. To sign the guestbook,
please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Charles ‘Wilson’ Jackson, III, 92
Former Westfield Elementary Principal

Charles Jackson, III

Charles “Wilson” Jackson, 92, of
Cranford, died of complications from
Covid-19 on Saturday, May 2, at Sy-
camore Rehabilitation and Assisted
Living in East Hanover.

Born in Newark, Wil-
son grew up in Kearny,
then lived in Elizabeth,
Rahway and Westfield
before moving to Bristol
Glen in Newton in 2001.
In August 2019 he
moved to Atria of
Cranford. He proudly
served in the United
States Army at the end of
World War II and was
recalled two years later
for the Korean Conflict.
Wilson received his
Bachelor of Science
from The College of New Jersey in
1953 and his Master’s Plus 30 in
Education Administration from
Rutgers. He was an elementary school
principal for the Westfield Board of
Education for over 30 years before
his retirement in 1988.

A life member of NEA and NJEA,
Wilson was also a member of the
New Jersey Elementary Principals
Association and the New Jersey
School Masters Association. He
served as president of the New Jer-
sey Council of Education, the
Westfield Historical Society, and
the Westfield Day Care Center.
Wilson served as president of the
Kiwanis Club of Westfield and was

also a member of the Scotch Plains
Kiwanis Club. He was an active
member of the First United Meth-
odist Churches in Westfield and
Newton.

The son of the late
Charles W. Jackson, II
and Dorothy Isabel
(Rawlings) Jackson, Wil-
son was also predeceased
by his wife, Virginia Ann
(Mastenbrook) Jackson,
on August 17, 2013, and
his sister, Mary Jane
(Jackson) Schmidt. He is
survived by his children,
Dr. Charles W. Jackson,
IV and his wife, Mary
Kay, of Houston, Tex.,
and Mary-Lou Jackson of
Scotch Plains; his grand-

sons, Dr. Charles W. Jackson, V of
Hampton, Va., and Kenneth B. Jack-
son of St. Petersburg, Fla.; and his
brother, Robert R. Jackson, and his
wife, Juliann, of Bronxville, N.Y.,
plus three nieces and a nephew.

Arrangements for a celebration of
Wilson’s life at FUMC Westfield are
pending and will be announced at a
later date.

Memorial donations may be made
to Bristol Glen Fellowship Fund, 200
Bristol Glen Drive, Newton, N.J.
07860.

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at
www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic

violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

Richard Joseph Stravach, 79, Loving
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Richard Joseph Stravach, 79,
passed away on Wednesday, May
6, 2020, at his home in
Lavallet te.  Born in
Scranton, Pa., he had
been a resident of
Westfield for 35 years
prior to moving to their
shore home in Lavallette
upon his ret irement
seven years ago.

Richard was a gradu-
ate of East Orange High
School, and worked as a
route salesman for 35
years and then an Inde-
pendent Beverage and
Vending Distributor for
Coca-Cola Bottling Company. He
was also a member of the Army
Reserve.

He is survived by his beloved
wife of fifty-six years, Carol Rogers
Stravach; his daughter, Carol
Brown (Harry) of Westfield, N.J.;
sons, Edward Stravach (Lauren) of

Westfield, N.J., and David Stravach
(Krista) of Fairfax, Va.; and his

cherished grandchil-
dren,  Alexandra,
Stephanie,  Michael ,
Gabriel le,  Matthew,
Samantha,  Laura,
Margot and Gillian. He
was predeceased by his
son, Mark Stravach, who
died in 2018; his par-
ents, Joseph and Mildred
Stravach, and his sisters,
Mildred Raffelt  and
Lorraine Combs.

Private services were
entrusted to Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home in

Westfield. Interment took place at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East
Hanover. A funeral mass and cel-
ebration of life will occur at a later
time. For additional information,
please visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Dorothy Golush, 100,
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

Dorothy Golush

Dorothy Golush, 100, of
Clearbrook, Monroe, N.J., passed
away on Saturday, May
9, 2020, at the Princeton
Medical Center.

Born and raised in
Manhattan, she married
Abe and moved to
Bayonne in 1943. She
moved to Monroe in
1986.

Mrs. Golush worked
for the Jersey City
Board of Education.
She has been a member
of Temple Beth Am in
Bayonne since 1954.
She was an active member and par-
ticipant in the Brandeis Club in
Monroe.

She was always happy and up-

beat and never jealous of anyone.
She enjoyed playing the slot ma-

chines and was waiting for
the casinos to reopen.

She is preceded by her
husband, Abe, who passed
away in 2006.

She is survived by her
daughter, Ruth Golush, of
Monroe, N.J., and son,
David (Renee), of Westfield,
N.J.; two grandchildren,
Dara and Jason (Nina), and
her great-grandson, Zachary.

She was buried on
Monday,  May 11,  a t
United Hebrew Cemetery

in Staten Island. Rabbi Bennett
Miller of Temple Emanu-El offi-
ciated.
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JFSCNJ to Address Coping
With Loss In Quarantine

WESTFIELD AREA — Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey (JFSCNJ) will present a pro-
gram on “Coping With Loss and
Grief During Quarantine” on Mon-
day, May 18, at 8 p.m., via Zoom.

Free and open to the entire com-
munity, the presentation will be led
by JFSCNJ Licensed Social Work-
ers Lauren Laudati and Greg Yucht.

“The program will discuss some
psychoeducation on what the typi-
cal stages of grief may look like
and how it may look different dur-
ing a quarantine,” said Ms. Laudati.

“We will also discuss resources
and coping strategies that people
could find helpful,” stated Mr.
Yucht.

A graduate of SUNY Buffalo and
Ramapo College of New Jersey,
Ms. Laudati is trained in psycho-
logical first aid and suicide be-
reavement. She currently is work-
ing towards certification in Trauma
Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy. Her work has often in-
volved trauma, including indi-
vidual and community responses
to traumatic events.

Mr. Yucht is a licensed, Russian-
speaking social worker who holds
a Masters of Social Work degree
from Columbia University and a
Masters degree in Jewish history
from the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary. At JFSCNJ, he provides coun-
seling and case management and

leads programming for Holocaust
survivors from the former Soviet
Union.

This program is funded by grants
from the JFNA Center for Ad-
vanced Holocaust Care, the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ, Northfield Bank, The Confer-
ence on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany, and the Wilf
Family Foundation.

To join the Zoom session and
receive an invitat ion,  email
info@jfscentralnj.org and indicate
that it is for this session.

Barbara A. Kaplan, 85, Was Teacher,
Reading Specialist In Westfield

Barbara A. Kaplan, 85, passed away
on Friday, May 8, 2020, at Ashbrook
Care and Rehabilitation Center in
Scotch Plains. She was born in Mount
Carmel, Pa., to the late Joseph and
Anna (Zuk) Dempskie.
She graduated from
Irvington High School in
1952, earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from
Rutgers University in
Newark in 1958 and re-
ceived her Reading Spe-
cialist MA from Kean
University in 1975. She
was a devout member of
St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Barbara and her family moved to
Westfield in 1968. She taught el-
ementary school in the Westfield
Public School District and contin-
ued her career as a reading special-
ist, first at several elementary
schools and then at McKinley El-
ementary School. She was a highly
regarded resource person for class-
room teachers when they realized
one of their students was struggling.

After Barbara retired in 2000, she
assumed other resource person roles:
the niece her childless aunt and uncle
(sister and brother) relied upon to
make the 135-mile journey to their
home in Mount Carmel, Pa., to care
for their needs as they aged, and the
mother who cared for her oldest son
when he was diagnosed with a brain
tumor. She was active in several

groups, including Blue Horizons at
St. Helen’s Catholic Church, AARP
Westfield Area chapter, St. Helen’s
Spiritual Book Club and the Central
New Jersey Brain Tumor Support

Group. Her lifelong pas-
sion was reading, but she
also enjoyed attending
live theatre at the Paper
Mill Playhouse and on
Broadway.

Barbara was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Eugene; her daughter, Su-
san, and her son, Kevin.
She is survived by her
son, Keith Kaplan (Rita)
of Chester Springs, Pa.;
daughter, Mary Addeo

(John) of Rolling Hills Estates, Ca-
lif.; her sister, Diana Skocypec
(Ron) of Westlake Village, Calif.;
her grandson, Matt Kaplan (Lorie)
of Exton, Pa.; and many beloved
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Private services have been en-
trusted to Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home of Westfield. Entombment
took place at Saint Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions in her
memory may be made to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey, 31
Evans Terminal, Hillside, N.J.
07205, or www.cfbnj.org. A Memo-
rial Mass will be planned for a future
date. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Barbara A. Kaplan

Photo courtesy of Lincoln School Principal Mary Emmons
SIGN OF HOPE...This chalk drawing of a rainbow is among the many symbols
of hope and resilience recently seen around Garwood neighborhoods, designed to
boost the spirits of borough residents and other passersby.

Michael Ceklosky, 88, Devoted Family
Man, Devout Parishioner, Gardener

Thomas L. Quelly, 93, Family Man,
Businessman, Active In Scouting

Thomas L. Quelly, 93, of Warren,
New Jersey, passed away peace-
fully in his home on Saturday, May
9, 2020.

Thomas was born to Louis and
Emilia DiGiovanni Quelly in
Plainfield, New Jersey, on Septem-
ber 10, 1926. Following graduation
from Cranford High School, he
served honorably in the Army Air
Corps, stationed in post-war Ger-
many as an aircraft mechanic. As a
young man, he was active in the
Catholic Youth Organization, where
he met his wife, Catherine Ryan,
with whom he shared nearly 63 years
of marriage, until her death in 2017.

He was a partner with his late
brother, Carmen Quelly, in Westfield
Electrical Service, which continues
to operate under the management of
his son, William. With his own
hands, Thomas cleared the land and
built a house in Warren that would
be the family home for over 57
years. For over a decade, he served
as an adult leader in Boy Scout
Troop 28, where he positively in-
fluenced the lives of many young
men. He was a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Watchung.

A consummate craftsman, he
spent his later years tinkering in his
woodworking shop and painting
landscapes. Over the past 35 years,
he especially treasured spending
time and sharing experiences with
his beloved grandchildren.

Thomas is preceded in death by

his wife, Catherine R. Quelly; his
parents, Louis and Emilia Quelly,
and his brothers, Joseph R. Quelly
(Palma) and Carmen Quelly (late
Lee). Thomas leaves behind to cher-
ish his memory his sister, Phyllis
Liotta (late Frank), and his five chil-
dren, Thomas J. Quelly (Susan),
William Quelly, Carol Toffoli
(Mark), David Quelly (Stephanie)
and Catherine Barnes (James), and
nine loving grandchildren, Amanda
Quelly, Sarah Quelly, Matthew
Toffoli, Vincent Toffoli (Kristin),
Christine Toffoli, Emily Barnes,
Natalie Barnes, Olivia Quelly and
Amelia Quelly.

The family would like to express
their appreciation and gratitude for
the care provided to Thomas by the
doctors and staff at Overlook Medi-
cal Center and the Summit Medical
Group. In addition, their very spe-
cial thanks go to the home health
aides from Atlantic Health who
cared for Thomas during the past
year.

Considering current COVID-19
restrictions, a Christian Funeral Ser-
vice will be held at Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023, for immedi-
ate family followed by a graveside
ceremony on Friday, May 15. For
those who wish to attend the service
on May 15 at 1 p.m., via online
video streaming, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
for the link to the Zoom Service.

A Memorial Mass and celebra-
tion of Thomas’ life will be held at
a future date.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in his name to the Warren
Rescue Squad, 6 Bardy Road, War-
ren, N.J. 07059.
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Michael A. Ceklosky, 88, passed
away on Saturday, May 9, 2020.
Born and raised in Wilkes-Barre,
Pa., he lived in Bayonne before set-
tling down with his family in
Westfield, N.J., for over 40 years
until moving to Cranford
in 2017.

Michael  “Mike”
graduated Sacred Heart
Mission House High
School in Girard, Pa.,
attended Kings College
in Wilkes-Barre and
served in the Army of
the United States dur-
ing peacetime in Ger-
many and Italy. He was
thereafter employed as
a teletype communica-
tor with Western Union
International in New
York City before retiring.

Mike was a loving husband, fa-
ther and grandfather who loved to
spend time with his family and
friends, was devoted to the church
and loved to garden. He will be
remembered for his kindness and
generosity and the love of his fam-
ily and his passion for gardening.
Along with his wife, Mary, he raised
his daughters with a strong set of
family values. Mike was a devoted
member of the Parish Community
of Saint Helen in Westfield. He
was always willing to help his
neighbor. He was blessed with a
green thumb and always created
beautiful, colorful gardens of flow-
ers and vegetables. Mike loved to
share plants with those who appre-

ciated and desired them. He en-
joyed traveling abroad and trips to
Pennsylvania to visit family.

He was predeceased by his lov-
ing wife, Mary, who passed in 2008.
Surviving are his six daughters,

Marlene Iacoponi (Lou),
Priscilla Duncan (Paul),
Audrey Logar (Doug),
Michele White (Ben),
Justine Logar (Dave) and
Monica Gildea (Jim); his
surviving siblings,
Francis Ceklosky, Joseph
Ceklosky,  Maryanne
Krajnic,  Barbara
Ceklosky and John
Ceklosky, and ten grand-
children, Ashley (Alex),
Michael, Tim, Kayla, An-
thony,  Christopher,
Ryleigh, Jimmy, Katy and

Sarah. He was predeceased by his
siblings Leonard Ceklosky,
Bernadine Stefanovich and Flo-
rence Sierko.

Due to the current pandemic, pri-
vate services were held this week
with interment at Fairview Cem-
etery. A Memorial Mass will be
held at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield at a later date.

Those who wish may make me-
morial donations to the Parish Com-
munity of Saint Helen, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Arrangements are by
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield. To sign the guestbook
and leave a remembrance, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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FANS OF HISTORY...Hand fans were first seen during the early Egyptian
period, when they were used to move air and repel insects. Over the centuries
they appeared in many cultures and in many designs. By the late 19th century,
they became a symbol of wealth and aristocracy and were often given as
elaborate gifts. The type of fan owned by a Victorian woman indicated social
status. Nearly every Victorian woman owned a fan. These two fans were given
as gifts in the Reeve-Tichenor family. The larger satin fan was an engagement
gift from William Edgar Reeve to Mary Luella “Mamie” Tichenor in 1892. The
smaller fan was a wedding gift to Mamie Tichenor Reeve’s mother, Mary
Elizabeth Kennedy Tichenor, in 1865.

Lifelong Westfield Launches
Online Talks For Seniors

WESTFIELD — Lifelong Westfield
(formerly known as the Mayor’s Se-
nior Advisory Council) has launched a
weekly online discussion series for the
town’s senior citizens to help create
community while social distancing.
The weekly chats are held via Zoom
and cover a range of topics.

“This is a great example of using
technology and creativity to help our
town residents manage through this
crisis,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle.
“This crisis is especially hard on se-
niors because they are one of the most
vulnerable populations, so holding
weekly discussions online is a great
way to promote community and to-
getherness.”

The first weekly discussion group
was held on May 1 for 90 minutes and
was quite lively, according to Brad

Chananie, Lifelong Westfield co-chair.
“Though we were supposed to talk
about ways to cope with the
coronavirus, we spent most of the time
getting to know one another and talk-
ing about our shared interests and hob-
bies.”

The weekly discussions — free and
open to any senior living in Westfield
— will be held every Friday at 3 p.m.,
with a different topic chosen each week,
and are moderated by Westfield resi-
dent Lloyd Marks. To participate, email
westfieldchats@gmail.com or call
(908) 347-2662.

Lifelong Westfield is an advisory
council started by Mayor Brindle. Its
mission is to promote successful aging
in place in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, visit https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/lifelong.

Michael A. Ceklosky


