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Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000973.810.0110

hwcg.com/south-orange

• Our nurses maintain constant contact with our 
clients and families

• All caregivers are appropriately equipped with PPE
• We help with grocery shopping, meal preparation 

and light housekeeping

Homewatch CareGivers has established safety protocols for our 
staff, in compliance with Center for Disease Control guidelines.

The safety and care  

for your loved one is  

our primary concern.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEE TIME FOR ONE...A lone golfer enjoys the course at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains last week. Golf courses, along with state parks, were
permitted to open with restrictions last week.
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SP Council
may not be designated for projects
like multi-unit housing. It also has
been emphasized that private prop-
erty owners will make any decisions
on what they want to do with their
properties located in these new zones.
They will not be obligated in any way
to redevelop their properties or to sell
to a developer.

In other business, Councilman
Roshan White said the Memorial Day
ceremonies and parade will not take
place as they have in previous years
due to social-distancing and other
restrictions. He said the wreath-lay-
ing ceremony that usually takes place
on Park Avenue will instead be broad-
cast on social media, with no specta-
tors on site, and the mayor said it is
possible that some type of town-wide
event such as the singing of “God
Bless America” in various sections of
the township also will be part of the
Memorial Day celebration on Mon-
day, May 25.

Mr. Mirabella said township offi-
cials are “coming up with a strategy to
slowly re-open” the municipal build-
ing, which has been closed to the
public since March. He said it is pos-
sible that, at first, visits to the build-
ing will be conducted on an appoint-
ment-only basis. He also said that the
spring cleanup is nearly complete on
the north side while the south side
will be finished in the next two or
three weeks. Ms. Heisey reminded
residents that registrations for the June
bulky waste pickup are due by Thurs-
day, May 21. The council also passed
a resolution extending the grace pe-
riod for payment of second-quarter
property taxes to Monday, June 1.

The council will hold a special
meeting on Tuesday, May 26, to con-
duct a public hearing on the 2020
municipal budget, which is expected
to include a flat tax rate for the mu-
nicipal portion of property taxes.

At the start of the hour-long meet-
ing, the mayor read proclamations
declaring June 4 as Tourette Syn-
drome Awareness Day and the week
of May 6 to 12 as National Nurses
Week. Police Chief Ted Conley ac-
cepted a proclamation declaring the
week of May 10 to 16 as Police Week
and acknowledged those officers on
the police force who have won awards
or other accolades for exemplary law-
enforcement efforts.

Rescue Squad Chief Carolyn Sorge
called into Tuesday’s meeting to ac-
cept a proclamation declaring May as
Rescue Squad Month, and also praised
“the wonderful group of volunteers”
who she said have been “pushing
forward and putting themselves in
harm’s way” during the coronavirus
pandemic.

decision makers, so that if and when
the day came that they were going to
close it, sell it, do whatever, that we
had a seat at the table and didn’t get
caught flat-footed trying to figure out
what was going to happen.”

Mayor Brindle added that Hudson
Bay has been open to suggestions and
considerate of the town’s input, which
she concedes it does not have to be,
and could replace the Lord & Taylor
with a Walmart store.

“It’s not like it’s our property that
we can tell them (what to do),” she
said. “They are like any developer
would be. They need an economic
return, right? So I think we have to be
willing to really be open-minded and
collaborative, so that we can get some-
thing that works for all of us.

“Now, one thing in my initial con-
versations with them, and it’s true,
they had a partnership with Walmart,
and Walmart was something that was
interested in that property. And so,
you know, I don’t think anybody wants
to see a Walmart on that property. I
don’t think residents would want to
see it. But they could do that as of
today, without even needing to get
permission.”

The mayor said Hudson Bay was
supportive of the town’s master plan,
which was adopted in December and
recommends increasing the amount
of parking, diversifying the housing
stock and adding commercial office
space for the downtown area.

She added that the adoption of the

ward.
“We are considering what addi-

tional supplies, medical support, men-
tal-health support and emergency
management measures which may
need to be taken as we move for-
ward,” Dr. Mast said.

For instance, high-school and
middle-school students will not have
final examinations this year, she
stated. The student body continues to
learn remotely, and each marking
period’s grade will be averaged to
score the student’s overall perfor-
mance.

In other business, the district cel-
ebrated and acknowledged four
eighth-grade Terrill Middle School
students who were recognized at a
national level for their performance
entitled “Rappin Away Injustice.”

Saidy Bober, Rachel Lipsky, Sanaa
Mahajan and Shreya Nara created a
historical “rap-style” performance
describing four female U.S. Supreme
Court Justices’ life hurdles, accom-
plishments, and how those women
made American history by breaking
the “glass ceiling” for women in the
legal system.

Board member Nancy Bauer said
the performance was not only meant
to entertain, but was well researched.
Ms. Bauer said each student read the
U.S. justices’ personal diary entries
and numerous college-level publica-
tions, while completing independent
research navigating both first- and
second-hand accounts.

“These students conduct research
at a collegiate level before even pre-
paring their unique performances,”
Ms. Bauer said.
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Bramnick Calls for Virtual
Hearings on Reopening
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) held a telephonic press
conference on Tuesday to express his
desire to hold virtual public hearings
with experts on how to safely reopen
the State of New Jersey.

“I am deeply concerned that we
don’t have enough information flow-
ing out of Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick
said. He said that the residents of
New Jersey need information from
experts and that, “we’re not getting
that” in Governor Phil Murphy’s
daily briefings.

He said that while the results of
such hearings may say that a re-
opening is not yet possible, the de-
bate should not be “behind closed

doors.”
Mr. Bramnick said that the public

wants to hear, “What do you think
we can do and when do you think we
can do it?” and not a series of poli-
ticians at the daily press briefings.
“I’m not saying leaders don’t have a
good heart...but we need an objec-
tive view,” he stated.

He added that he has heard from
multiple hospital leaders who are
“deeply concerned” about people
forgoing needed medical treatments.

Asm. Bramnick, a Republican,
said that this is not a partisan issue,
noting that Senate President Steve
Sweeney, a Democrat, is raising
similar issues.

Asm. Bramnick also raised the
issue of the Governor seeking bil-
lions of dollars in loans or new
taxes. He acknowledged that court
rulings require voter approval of
such loans to offset budget expen-
ditures, and that he believes it will
“end up in the courts” again.

When asked about Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon’s (R-13th,
Holmdel) “rebellion,” Asm. Bramnick
responded, “I never support the vio-
lation of an executive order.”
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Lord & Taylor

the sacrament of communion and ex-
change a few words with the pastor.
Ms. Hood and other volunteers set up
tables in the church parking lot and
prepared the communion, placing the
host and cups of wine into small bags,
which were then handed through the
members’ car windows. All the vol-
unteers wore masks and gloves to
ensure safety. Ms. Hood said that
people really enjoyed being able to
see each other for a few moments.

“It was really fun trying to guess
who everyone was,” she said. After
receiving communion, members
drove to a meal station where they
could get a chicken or fish lunch to
take home with them. St. John’s Bap-
tist Church plans to do another drive-
by communion the first weekend in
June.

With everything that she is doing to
help others, Ms. Hood still wants to
do more. She expressed an interest in
delivering food or making meals for
first responders, doctors and nurses.

Ms. Hood does not want special
recognition for her efforts. Her name
was given to The Times by another
member of her church community
who thought Ms. Hood deserved the
acknowledgment.

“I don’t think what I’m doing is a
big deal. I’m just trying to help those
who need help,” Ms. Hood said.
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Helping

master plan, which Hudson Bay moni-
tored, along with the rehabilitation
designation and HBC’s inclusion into
the redevelopment study, has posi-
tioned Westfield to help direct what
could eventually end up on the Lord
& Taylor site.

“Obviously, (the actions were taken)
with the approval and encouragement
of Hudson Bay Company, in anticipa-
tion of, not any definitive plans, but
anticipation of having the flexibility to
be able to determine what could be on
that site if and when anything ever
happened with Lord & Taylor,” the
mayor said.

“Little did we know what was about
to hit us, right? So, I think what hap-
pened with the COVID is that it just
accelerated it, clearly, what might have
been inevitable anyway. But the good
news is, we have been engaged with
them for so long. We have already
started the process and it’s in the pro-
cess now, working towards enabling us
to create a reimagination of the site.”

Westfield Council Finds SID
‘In Need of Rehabilitation’

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
voted unanimously to declare the
municipality’s Special Improvement
District (SID) an “area in need of
rehabilitation” at its meeting held via
video conference Tuesday night, giv-
ing it the authority to offer short-term
tax abatements to property owners.

The action has been in the works for
more than two months and comes a
week after a Reuters report indicated
that the operator of the Lord & Taylor
retail chain is planning to liquidate the
inventory from its 38 stores, including
the one on North Avenue in Westfield,
once the restrictions to limit the spread
of the flu-like coronavirus disease-
2019, or COVID-19, are lifted.

The SID, administered by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
stretches roughly from properties on
both sides of Elmer Street in the north-
east section of town from North Av-
enue to Broad Street, both sides of
Elm Street from Walnut Street in the
north, to both sides of North and
South Avenues from the western edge
of the Lord & Taylor property to
Elmer Street on the north side of the
NJ Transit train tracks and Central
Avenue on the south side.

The resolution passed without any
discussion but came with approval by
the planning board, which reviewed
the report prepared by Town Planner
Don Sammet.

The designation gives the town the
option to offer tax incentives to prop-
erty owners to upgrade or improve
their property. If a property owner
chooses to renovate his or her prop-
erty, he or she is not obligated to pay
the higher taxes on the increased value
of the property resulting from the
improvement for five years.

A separate study has been commis-
sioned by the planning board to deter-
mine if several properties, including
the nearly seven-acre Lord & Taylor
site, the eight municipal downtown
parking lots and the Rialto Theatre,
should be deemed non-condemnation
“in need of redevelopment” areas. That
designation would allow the town to
offer more and longer-term tax abate-
ments to property owners.

In a relatively short 45-minute meet-
ing, Mayor Shelley Brindle an-
nounced that Westfield will take the
next step in the partial easing of
COVID-19 restrictions by opening
the municipal tennis courts and the
parking lots to the municipal parks
this weekend.

“We are looking at the next phase
of re-opening of our parks, which is
going to be the tennis courts for lim-
ited play and with USTA (U.S. Tennis
Association) as well as the parks’
parking lots,” Mayor Brindle said.
“So, we’re going to be working with
the (police) chief and others to have
our protocols finalized in the next day
or two, which we’ll run by the full
council and anticipate a re-opening
of the tennis courts and the parking
lots by the weekend.”

Mayor Brindle said the concern
with the tennis courts was not usage
by those playing, but those waiting
and watching. She also noted that
Governor Phil Murphy has allowed
public tennis courts to open but not
private clubs, which she bristled at,
noting that she believed private clubs
would have better infrastructure to
manage capacity and “social-distanc-
ing” requirements.

She added that she believed a
“change in the governor’s stance was
imminent in a week or so.”

Other issues addressed included
Town Administrator Jim Gildea not-
ing that the “frequently asked ques-
tions” regarding the proposed mu-
nicipal budget would be posted to the
municipal website in anticipation of
the public hearing during the council’s
Tuesday, May 26 meeting.

Mr. Gildea also reviewed the deer-
management program over the winter
that Union County managed, disclos-
ing that licensed archers killed 20 deer
in Brightwood Park. Prior to the pro-
gram, officials had hoped to cull the
deer population by between 15 and 20.
Mr. Gildea added that cameras used
for the program were vandalized.

Additionally, Mr. Gildea noted the
one-year anniversary of the town’s
Westfield Connect program, a mobile
device application that allows resi-
dents to report non-emergency issues
such as potholes, tree maintenance
and street lights in need of repair.

He said over the past 12 months the
town has received on average three
reports a day, which are acknowledged
within a day-and-a-half and addressed
within five days. The program is up to
551 unique users, a more than 35-per-
cent increase over the past six months.
Eighty percent of the reports submitted
involve trees or roads, he said.

Mr. Gildea added that the Depart-
ment of Public Works has seen a no-
ticeable increase in reports over the
last three weeks as the temperatures
have climbed and more people are
outside noticing issues.
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