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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HAND-MADE MASKS...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club donated 75 hand-made masks to Chelsea Senior Living.
Rotary past president Denise Hughes stopped by the corporate headquarters in Fanwood Monday to present them to Chelsea
President Roger Bernier. Rotary members have made thousands of these masks and donated them to local senior centers, first
responders, the homeless and the El Centro community center in Plainfield.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FLOWERY MOTHER’S DAY...If you happened to have driven down
Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains last week, you may have noticed the words
“Happy Mother’s Day” on signage composed mainly of roses and other flowers.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOVLIN UP FOOD FOR FRIENDS...The Shovlin family gets ready to load
their truck up again with food donations dropped off at the Shovlin Mattress
Factory in Fanwood. It was all part of another huge food drive held last Friday in
support of the Rahway Food or Friends Pantry and Soup Kitchen. The third phase
of this effort included drop-off five locations. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Grayson, Colby, Kara, Ron Shovlin and their Belgian Malinois, Leia.

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

 14,203 cases, 899 deaths
Cranford - 417 cases, 81 deaths

Fanwood - 86 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 67 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 246 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 253 cases, 33 deaths

Overlook Hospital
Covid-19 Patients

April 10: 311; May 11: 77

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Hearings On New Overlay Zones
In Township Put Off Until June

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council decided to put off until
next month public hearings on three
ordinances that will put into place
overlay zones on properties in the
seven phases slated for development
as part of the downtown redevelop-
ment effort.

At the meeting on Tuesday, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the hearings
were being postponed until Tuesday,
June 16, in order to give residents the
chance to attend the hearings in per-
son and offer comments — provided
the municipal building is open for
business by then. As has been the case
since late March, the council’s meet-
ing this week was conducted with

only the mayor, Township Manager
Al Mirabella, Deputy Manager Mar-
garet Heisey and Township Clerk
Bonnie Lacina in attendance, and all
wearing protective masks for the first
time. The other four council mem-
bers and Township Attorney David
Minchello participated by telephone.

Last year, a court mandated that the
township enact the overlay zones by
June 30, 2020 for properties along
two segments of Terrill Road, two
segments of East Second Street, Park
Avenue from East Second Street to
the Fanwood border, the central busi-
ness district where four township-

owned properties are the initial focus
of the committee’s redevelopment
efforts, and the Snuffy’s property that
is being redeveloped into a supermar-
ket and a commuter park-and-ride
lot. Similar overlay zones have al-
ready been put into place on proper-
ties near the Scotch Hills Country
Club that are targeted for housing
developments.

It has been explained that an over-
lay zone is a zone on top of a zone,
essentially adding a second zone to
an existing one that will allow a de-
veloper to build on a property that

Lord & Taylor Decisions May be
Accelerating Due to Coronavirus

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The COVID-19
outbreak that has stifled business ac-
tivity across the state, nation and world
appears to be accelerating the demise
of the Lord & Taylor department store
along North Avenue and hastening its
replacement.

Reuters reported on May 5 that
once restrictions imposed to slow the
spread of the flu-like coronavirus dis-
ease-2019, or COVID-19, are lifted,
the parent company of Lord & Taylor
plans to liquidate the inventory of its
remaining 38 mid-market retail stores.

The Reuters story quoted anony-
mous sources, and a spokeswoman
from Lord & Taylor parent company,
San Francisco-based Le Tote, would
neither confirm nor deny the report.

“The team is declining to comment
at this time,” Le Tote spokeswoman
Taylor Moss told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times via email.

The revelation comes as the
Westfield Town Council approved
during its April 28 meeting the spe-
cial improvement district as an area
“in need of rehabilitation,” which al-
lows the municipality to incentivize
businesses with short-term tax abate-
ments.

The nearly seven acres occupied
by the Lord & Taylor store and two
parking lots sit on the southwestern
edge of the SID.

It also coincides with the planning
board’s ongoing study that could de-
clare several properties, including the
Lord & Taylor site and eight munici-

pal parking lots, as non-condemna-
tion areas “in need of redevelopment.”

A redevelopment designation gives
a municipality greater authority, in-
cluding long-term tax abatements such
as a PILOT, or payment in lieu of
taxes, that fixes a property owner’s
costs over periods of 20 years or
more.

The Reuters report comes two years
after Mayor Shelley Brindle initiated
contact with then-Lord & Taylor par-
ent Hudson Bay Company to discuss
the future of the property, which online
records indicate is assessed at
$22,138,500. Hudson Bay pays
$499,444 in taxes annually.

Although Hudson Bay sold Lord &
Taylor’s operations and brand to Le
Tote in November, it remained the
owner of the Westfield property.
Hudson Bay’s public relations de-
partment did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

“You didn’t have to be a genius to
figure out that in the day of the change
in retail, there is no way that a 150,000-
square-foot store was going to stay
there indefinitely without being im-
pacted by the changing retail envi-
ronment,” Mayor Brindle said. “And
I just wanted to make sure that
Westfield had a relationship with the

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT WILL FUTURE HOLD?...In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, many are
wondering what the future for the Lord & Taylor department store in Westfield
holds after news reports that the 38-store chain was liquidating its stores.

School District’s Football Field
Lighting Project Advancing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Joan Mast
responded to a resident’s inquiry
during Tuesday’s board of educa-
tion meeting regarding the district’s
decision to move forward with the
football field light installation
project during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Scotch Plains resident Adam
Sackett wrote an email to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the superintendent’s office in-
quiring about the stadium light project
receiving a green light during finan-
cially “uncertain” times, stated Dr.
Mast. Mr. Sackett called in during the
public commentary portion of the
meeting to speak with Dr. Mast di-
rectly.

“Is it a proper time to do this?”
questioned Mr. Sackett.

Pre-planned capital projects includ-
ing the stadium lights and others were
reviewed in a thorough discussion
between Scotch Plains Mayor Al
Smith, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Fanwood Chief Financial Of-
ficer Fred Tomkins and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District Business
Administrator Deborah S. Saridaki,
Dr. Mast responded. She said all the
mentioned individuals have been in
routine contact as the financial situa-
tion and state guidelines continue to
evolve during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Dr. Mast said the group consensus
was that the best decision “is to move
forward” with the field-lighting
project, noting that the project had

been planned and funded for an ex-
tensive time period before the pan-
demic began.

The superintendent said the money
financing the project had been previ-
ously set aside in the capital reserves
portion of the school budget.

“What is being done to address
COVID-19, assuming additional
COVID-related costs in the future?”
Mr. Sackett asked.

Mr. Sackett said he assumes that
health-related and prevention costs
will grow for the district as students
hope to return to school in the fall.

Dr. Mast said the consensus
amongst many municipal leaders and
the local leaders present at the routine
financial meeting was that the two

municipalities “at this point in time”
are essentially “on their own.”

She said municipalities typically
will receive an energy credit or funds
to offset their budgets in a specific
capacity, noting that the credit funds
are sent by the state government.

At this point in time, the funds have
not been released and there is no date
in the future for them to arrive, Dr.
Mast said, explaining that both the
state government and all local towns
are facing budget deficits as the
economy has been halted in the last
several months.

She said the school district is de-
veloping a “working” strategic plan
addressing the pandemic moving for-

Scotch Plains Resident
Helping Those In Need

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains resident Kimberly Hood said
helping others is something she does
because “it’s the right thing to do.”
She has helped many less-fortunate
people prior to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and when those old avenues of
assisting were interrupted, Ms. Hood
found new ways to help those in need.

Ms. Hood is the leader of the mis-
sionaries for St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains, and prior to the
pandemic, the missionaries partici-
pated in “runs” to feed the homeless
in Newark and Plainfield. “We had so

many volunteers. It was great,” she
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. After a rule change in Newark,
they continued to serve the homeless
in Plainfield, but that stopped with
the COVID-19 regulations.

Since she has had to stop serving
the homeless, Ms. Hood has found
another way to help those in need.
She and a small group of volunteers,
some of them from the missionary
group at St. John’s, have been making
meals in their own kitchens and deliv-
ering them to seniors and other com-
munity members who cannot leave
their homes. Each Saturday, they de-
liver meals, treats and groceries to
about five to 10 homes in Scotch
Plains and Plainfield. “If I hear of
more, then I do more,” Ms. Hood
said.

Ms. Hood and her small group of
volunteers also have been going to
the grocery store for the isolated se-
niors and community members.
“Whoever needs, I try to provide,”
she said.

Ms. Hood additionally volunteers
handing out bags of food at Manna
from Heaven food pantry in Plainfield
once a month. Fountain Baptist
Church in Summit and Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Plainfield collaborate
to run the pantry. On average, Manna
from Heaven serves approximately
300 families, said Ms. Hood, but need
has increased. “At least 20 to 30 ad-
ditional families” came this month
for food bags. “It’s hard out there,”
Ms. Hood told The Times.

St. John’s Baptist Church held a
“drive-by” communion on May 2,
where church members could receive
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