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Westfield Memorial Pool
Planning to Open on Time

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s Me-
morial Pool is still planning to open
at its previously scheduled time of
10 a.m. on Saturday, June 6, unless
told otherwise by state officials, rec-
reation department staffers told the
recreation commission during its
monthly meeting held via video con-

ference on Monday.
Both department Director Don

Bogardus and Assistant Director
Heather Re-Ferratti assured the com-
mission members, in a session that
lasted approximately 25 minutes, that
staff members are making prepara-
tions to let the splashing begin.

“Although we don’t exactly know
what’s going on for this summer, we
are hopeful, and we are pushing for-
ward,” Ms. Re-Ferratti said. “Like
Don had mentioned, he power-
washed the main pool with Paul
Checchio (pool technician), so that’s
all done. And they’re going to start
working on the lap pool. Things are
still being pushed forward; the only
things that are kind of on hold are
things like…spending money.”

Ms. Re-Ferratti said she has de-
layed purchasing apparel for the life-

guard staff of 70, which costs ap-
proximately $5,000 a year for
sweatshirts, sweatpants, T-shirts,
bathing suits and other gear.

Additionally, the purchasing of
pool chemicals is on hold. Purchase
orders have been written, she said.

“We’re just waiting to know if
we’re going to have a pool season,”
Ms. Re-Ferratti said.

The department’s reluctance is due
to the state-imposed restrictions by
Governor Phil Murphy that closed
non-essential businesses – including
parks – to slow the spread of the flu-
like coronavirus disease 2019, or
COVID-19 under his emergency dec-
laration on March 9.

Gov. Murphy ordered all parks
closed on March 18 but allowed their
limited use when he approved their

Mountainside - (9 a.m. to Noon) Liquid Church 1180 Spruce Dr, Mountainside
- Shoreline East Construction Corp truck will be there.

Westfield - (9 a.m. to Noon) - 490 Otisco Drive, Westfield - Look for the
Harmony Design Group truck.

Garwood/Cranford - (9 a.m. to Noon) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood -
look for the Cuccaro Landscaping & Star Painting trucks.

Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35
South Ave., Fanwood - There will be multiple Shovlin vehicles ready.

Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L. Johnson High School - 365 Westfield
Ave., Clark - A Plus Painting and Design Inc. will have a truck on location.

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -
 cases,  deaths

Cranford - 401 cases,  73 deaths
Fanwood - 75 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 65 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 224 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 239 cases, 33 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Planning Board Gives Nod for
SID to be Area in Need of Rehab.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board on Monday approved two ap-
plications and also gave its backing to
a town council resolution that would
designate the properties included
within the town’s Special Improve-
ment District (SID) as an Area in
Need of Rehabilitation.

The board gave its unanimous ap-
proval to 440 North Avenue East LLC
to construct a three-story, mixed-use
office building at 440 North Avenue.
The building will include a small,
719-square-foot retail space on the
ground floor, according to attorney
Rafael Betancourt, with 5,620 square
feet of office space on the second and
third floors. Besides the retail space,

the ground floor will include a lobby
elevator, elevator machine room and
stairwell.

One variance granted by the board
was for parking spaces. Local guide-
lines call for 49 spaces but the new
building will have 40 slots, 10 of
which will be located on the ground
level underneath the building and be
slightly smaller in size than is al-
lowed, which was another variance
granted. The other 30 spaces, ex-
plained engineer Edward Dec, will
be situated on the perimeter of the
property, which is set on the south
side of North Avenue near its inter-
section with South Euclid Avenue.
Traffic engineer Craig Peregoy told
the board that the site would “not be
a major traffic generator,” pointing to

an analysis finding 19 entries or exits
during the morning peak traffic hour
and 20 during the evening, levels
similar to when the site was a diner.

The planning board also approved
an application to renovate and make
alterations to an existing medical of-
fice at 570 Westfield Avenue by im-
proving the basement to allow for a
conference room/break room, busi-
ness manager’s office and bathroom
and also to convert the second and
third floors to two-bedroom apart-
ments.

The town council’s resolution on
the designation of the SID properties
as an “area in need of rehabilitation”
will involve a “much simpler and
different” process than that for an
“area in need of redevelopment,” ac-
cording to a memorandum from Town
Planner Don Sammet. The planning
board need not prepare a “prelimi-
nary investigation report,” he stated,
and the board need not hold a public
hearing with specific noticing require-
ments. Designating an area in need of
rehabilitation, as opposed to an area
in need of redevelopment, will not
give the town the power to condemn
property, Mr. Sammet’s memo said.

The rehabilitation designation does
allow for five-year tax abatements for
downtown property owners. In addi-
tion, the Sammet memorandum noted
that much of the water and sewer
infrastructure in the area is “in need
of repair of substantial maintenance.”
The board carried over to its Monday,
June 1 meeting an application seek-
ing to demolish the existing one-fam-
ily dwelling at 923 Central Avenue
and subdivide the property into two
building lots, with each lot contain-
ing a new single-family house.

BOE Honors Philhower
Fellowship Winner

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Tuesday was
National Teacher Appreciation Day
and the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion honored the district’s master
technology teacher, Jeanine Gottko,
at its virtual board meeting. Ms.
Gottko is this year’s recipient of the
Rotary Club of Westfield’s
Philhower Fellowship for outstand-
ing teaching at the elementary-
school level. She received the award
earlier in the evening at a virtual
Rotary Club meeting.

“Her years as a classroom teacher
combined with an impressive knowl-
edge of digital learning tools and
technology has been invaluable to
our school community, especially
during the educational upheaval
caused by COVID-19,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Margaret Dolan.

Ms. Gottko began her career in
Westfield in 1997 as a first-grade
teacher at Franklin Elementary
School, a position she held for two
years before teaching fifth grade
for 13 years. For the last seven years
she has been the district’s K-8 Mas-
ter Technology teacher, instructing
teachers and administrators, con-
ducting professional development

sessions, and visiting classrooms to
incorporate technology into every-
day learning. Ms. Gottko, a
Westfield native, was named one of
“20 to Watch” by the National
School Boards Association in 2013.

She was nominated for the
Philhower Fellowship by other edu-
cators in the district, according to
the district’s website. Teachers from
Tamaques School wrote, “Our re-
cent abrupt switch to distance learn-
ing put Jeanine’s skills in the spot-
light, as she is suddenly in charge of
teaching everyone in the district,
including staff, administrators, and
parents, how to use an overwhelm-
ing number of different tools.”

The board presented a video trib-
ute created by fellow Westfield
teachers, most of them classroom
teachers who also serve as instruc-
tional technology specialists. Last
year’s Philhower Fellowship win-
ner, Anna Carissimo, said, “as a
teacher and tech specialist, you have
been invaluable to us as a commu-
nity.” Nancy Rygiel, a teacher at
Franklin, said, “Jeanine has high
expectations of herself and she
pushes us all to be better. She goes
the extra mile to meet people where
they are with technology and help
them grow.”

Audrey Zavetz, principal at the
Lincoln Early Childhood Center,
said Ms. Gottko has been a lifeline
to her and her staff at Lincoln dur-
ing the pandemic. Lauren Zales, a
fourth-grade teacher at McKinley
Elementary School, said Ms. Gottko
has been a “fearless leader through-
out distance learning.” Others
pointed to Ms. Gottko’s humor, pa-
tience and professionalism as posi-
tive traits that qualify her for this
award.

Board President Peggy Oster read
the resolution that stated, “Jeanine
Gottko is commended for her calm
professionalism and expertise in in-

Photo Courtesy of Gene Jannotti
VIRTUAL FARMERS MARKET...A vendor places a package in a customer’s
trunk at last Saturday morning’s first virtual Westfield farmers market held at the
North Avenue Train Station Parking lot in Westfield. The market is sponsored by
The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC). For more
information see the Letter to the Editor on Page 4.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
ECHO LAKE PARK REOPENED....State and county parks were reopened last Saturday, including Echo Lake Park.
Although the dog park was still closed, area residents were allowed to come out and exercise, fish and get some much-needed
sunshine, as long as they observed social-distancing requirements.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 2, 11
Obituary ........ 11

Education ...... 3, 10
Sports ............ 7-9
Real Estate .... 1, 7
A&E .............. 12Photo Courtesy of Miroslaw Walus

IN FULL BLOOM...Mindowaskin Park in Westfield is in full bloom.

Board of Health Discusses
COVID-19 Statistics

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of health
resumed its regular meeting schedule
Monday night for the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic commenced sev-
eral months ago. The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has worked
“non-stop” for the last “66 to 67 days”
assisting coronavirus response efforts,
stated Health Officer Megan Avallone.

At the beginning of the outbreak, she
said “65 percent” of those being tested
were “testing positive” but now “85
percent” of those tested are testing nega-
tive based on Union County testing
samples.

As of Monday night, Westfield expe-
rienced 215 confirmed COVID-19
cases with 48 of those cases originating
in long-term-care facilities, stated Ms.
Avallone. Of the 215 cases, 37 were
hospitalized while 35 “self-reported”
recovery.

Thirty-three town residents have died
from the virus with 16 of those deaths
occurring at long-term-care facilities,
stated Ms. Avallone.

“We still have a long way to go as
only 2 percent of the population has
been tested,” Ms. Avallone said.

She said although no Westfielders
under the age of 18 have been hospital-
ized, children have tested positive and
are able to transmit the highly infec-
tious disease.

Union County’s testing center lo-
cated at Kean University remains avail-
able, but is seeing both less positive
cases and those requiring testing, stated
Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment Health Inspector Helen Mendez
said those displaying any symptoms
should call the provided testing center
“hotline” numbers and describe their
symptoms.

Union County residents with
COVID-19 symptoms who wish to be
tested should call (908) 214-7107. First
responders and front-line health work-
ers may also call (908) 373-5105, ac-
cording to a county press release.

 “A fever, respiratory effects, and all
symptoms are not always present in
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Twp. Committee Discusses
‘Hurdles’ of Opening Pools

Cranford Talks Impact
On Finances From COVID

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Memorial
Day Parade will be cancelled this
year in the township, but a ceremony
honoring the fallen will remain next
month, Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Steven Robertazzi announced at
the April 27 township committee
agenda workshop meeting.

He said social-distancing guide-
lines will prevent the ceremony in
traditional form, but TV35 will film
the reading of fallen veterans’ names
and the laying of wreaths to honor
those Cranford residents who have
made the ultimate sacrifice, stated
Mr. Robertazzi. In addition, the
township committee faces numer-
ous hurdles with opening Cranford’s
pools this year, Mr. Robertazzi said.

Typically, at this time of the year,
Cranford would have collected $1.3
to $1.6 million in tax revenue, which
would be applied to opening
Cranford’s three public pools, stated
Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller
Prunty. However, Cranford has col-
lected only $69,000 this year, she
stated.

Health concerns remain first and
foremost with limiting opportuni-
ties, but financial concerns are im-
portant as well, she said, adding
that Cranford pools have witnessed
a year-over-year decline in mem-
berships for several seasons now.

Public pool interest amongst resi-
dents remains at an expected all-
time low, stated Ms. Miller Prunty.
“It is very expensive to open pools,”
she said.

In upcoming weeks, the township
committee will have to weigh the
associated pool-opening costs, total-
ing $450,000 for Centennial Avenue
Pool and $350,000 for Orange Av-
enue Pool, stated Ms. Miller Prunty.

Typically, 8,900 residents will
sign up for membership, granting
them access to two outdoor pools
and one indoor pool, throughout
Cranford, stated Mr. Robertazzi.

He said the New Jersey Board of
Health guidelines regarding social
distancing and other suggestions
draw questions on how feasible
opening the pools will be. Mr.
Robertazzi said guidelines enable
the pools to only let in up to 50
members at a given time, water
slides would not be allowed, mem-
bers would be coordinated to bring
their own chairs, and the snack
stand’s operations would be at best
hindered, if not disallowed.

He said numerous staff issues
arose immediately, including how
safely lifeguards and staff could save
someone if at risk for infection them-
selves, and how new lifeguards
could be trained or existing life-
guards be recertified in the upcom-
ing months with distancing guide-
lines in place.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said open-
ing the pools by Memorial Day re-

mains a definite “no.”
Ms. Miller Prunty said if the pools

were to open late, members would
want a discounted membership. If
not opening at all, all members
would have to be reimbursed, which
must be considered from a logisti-
cal and cost standpoint, she stated.

Opening just one of the three pools
remains “financially rough,” Ms.
Miller Prunty said.

Mr. Robertazzi said temperature
checking of guests will be required
before admittance and no swim les-
sons will be conducted when the
pool opens due to the realities of
COVID-19.

Staff members under 18 will need
written permission from parents be-
fore working at the pools this sum-
mer and the Kids Club at Centen-
nial Avenue Pool remains in ques-
tion during an uncertain and data-
driven guideline timetable, stated
Mr. Robertazzi.

Mayor Giblin said it is important
for residents to continue wearing
masks when frequenting local busi-
nesses. He said residents have re-
ported not “wanting to” patronize a
business where other customers
were not wearing masks.

The mayor emphasized that a resi-
dent wanting to help a local busi-
ness will do harm to the business’
customer base versus helping the
business by not adhering to imple-
mented mask guidelines.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —The township
committee approved a resolution last
week acknowledging Governor Phil
Murphy’s official recommendation
extending the property-tax deadline
to Monday, June 1. Governor
Murphy’s grace period extends the
traditional May 1 property-tax dead-
line, stated Mayor Patrick Giblin. In
addition, Cranford’s Primary Elec-
tion has been postponed from Tues-
day, June 2, until Tuesday, July 7, as
Governor Murphy changed the date
due to COVID-19.

The April 28 postponements came
after Office of Emergency Management
Coordinator Lieutenant Matt Lubin an-
nounced Cranford’s case totals had
reached 383 as of April 28. Sixty resi-
dents had passed away, with 47 of those
deaths occurring in long-term-care fa-
cilities, stated Mayor Giblin.

Lt. Lubin said that when considering
the COVID pandemic, large data sets
and averages over numerous days show
the direction in which the pandemic
should be heading.

“There is a general flattening of the
curve (new infections) in the metropoli-
tan area,” Lt. Lubin said.

Recently, emergency calls have
reached “normalcy,” which can be cred-
ited to residents following the stay-at-
home order, stated Lt. Lubin.

“Religious hand-washing and avoid-
ing touching your face is the best way to
protect from it,” Lt. Lubin said.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has received $90 million in
emergency aid to eventually be distrib-

uted to municipalities to offset COVID-
19-related costs, stated Mayor Giblin.

He said the county has chosen to set
the funds aside until further guidance.
All funding and aid sources remain on
municipalities’ radars during such a his-
toric low revenue period, stated Mayor
Giblin.

Lt. Lubin said the Office of Emer-
gency Management will continue to
source FEMA grants and other federal-
or state-level grants which are appli-
cable to replacing lost revenue or in-
creased COVID municipality expendi-
tures.

Not all grants will necessarily be ap-
plicable, as some grant funding may
exclude the authorizing of similar grant
money, stated Lt. Lubin; however, guid-
ance has not been fully hammered out at
the federal or state level.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller Prunty
said the township committee remains
strategic while looking at finances, ex-
penses and collected revenues. Com-
missioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said the po-
lice department and fire department over-
time pay, which has been heightened
during the pandemic, could hopefully be
offset.

Commissioner Hannen said grants,
county funding and state funding could
possibly act as financial resources to
offset budget increases and revenue de-
clines “directly associated” with COVID-
19.

Mayor Giblin said the finance com-
mittee, Township Administrator Jamie
Cryan, Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson and the entire township com-
mittee will continue to “track revenues”
throughout the year.

Deal Mulled to Convert Alpine
Ridge From Condos to Rentals

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough is considering approving an
agreement with the builder of the
age-restricted Alpine Ridge devel-
opment on U.S. Route 22 West to
convert the three-year-old project
from condominiums into leased
apartments with minimum rents of
$4,500 a month.

Borough Attorney John Post made
the recommendation to adopt the
deal at Tuesday evening’s borough
council meeting, held via video con-
ference due to coronavirus restric-
tions, telling members it was a bet-
ter deal the municipality otherwise
would have gotten.

“The settlement is designed to
put an end to all of the disputes and
controversies,” said Mr. Post, who
pointed to requirements of the mini-
mum rent, minimum one-year lease
and no sublets as conditions the
borough may not have gotten if Al-
pine had gone back to the municipal
planning board for approval.

The issue consumed more than
50 minutes of the approximately
one-hour-and-10-minute meeting
before the council members entered
a closed-door executive session, in-
cluding a 15-minute soliloquy by
Mr. Post recounting the history of
the dispute. The council adjourned
without any vote on the issue and
will take up the matter at its next
meeting on Tuesday, May 19, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli confirmed by phone.

At issue is the five-acre, 30-unit
Alpine Ridge development west of
New Providence Road that was ap-
proved in the spring of 2016. It in-
cluded six reduced-priced units as
part of Mountainside’s state-required
Mount Laurel housing obligation.

The 24 market-rate units were to
be sold at approximately $800,000
each, but the developer only sold
two of the units before determining
that the price point was too high and
decided to change the units to rental
properties, Mr. Post said.

The borough’s planning board at-
torney advised the builder to return
to the zoning panel to apply for an

amended plan, Mr. Post added.
When it did not, the borough re-
fused to issue certificates of occu-
pancy and Alpine sued.

Union County State Superior
Court Judge Katherine Dupuis ac-
knowledged that New Jersey law
does not permit municipalities to
differentiate between allowing
rental or purchased homes when
approving housing projects, but did
rule that Alpine needed to return to
the planning board to get approval
for its amended plan, Mr. Post said.

The Alpine development will re-
main an age-restricted community,
Mr. Post said, although there was
some confusion as to what the age
restriction was. Mr. Post said he
had heard from Alpine’s attorneys
earlier in the day to say the restric-
tion was age 62 and older, while
other members of the board believed
it was 55 and older.

One resident suggested the age
62 restriction was for the six “af-
fordable” units while the rest of the
project was 55 and over.

Mr. Post said he would check
with Alpine’s attorney.

Mr. Post added that the two units
that had been sold were to be pur-
chased by Alpine and leased to the
previous owners at $4,000 a month.

The project was a contentious is-
sue in the borough along with two
other Mount Laurel-related devel-
opments, but combined they were
better than surrounding towns had
fared, Mr. Post said.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
Mr. Post said. “And the example of
how it could have been a lot
worse...is just a couple of miles
west on Route 22. Just watch what
goes on there as that area gets de-
veloped right there, right across the
border in Scotch Plains, where
Bowcraft used to be.”

Mr. Post was referring to the
former Bowcraft amusement park,
where Scotch Plains approved a
200-unit development, 35 of which
are Mount Laurel reduced-rate
apartments, in three four-story
buildings with more than 400 park-
ing spaces.

structional technology” throughout
the school year and during distance
learning. Ms. Oster personally
added, “We’ve gone from black-
boards to SMARTboards, from
desktops to laptops, from iPads to
chromebooks. It’s an ever-chang-
ing environment and you change
with it every year.”

Board member Gretchan Ohlig
said, “You make us a better school
district.” She also said Ms. Gottko
gives “teachers the confidence to
do what they need to do to support
our kids.”

Ms. Gottko said she is grateful to
be recognized for doing a job that
she “so greatly loves.” Teaching
has always been a passion for her,
one that was inspired by “wonder-
ful educators” during her own school
years in Westfield. She said she
always “knew she was a part of
something special” and wanted to
be a part of it as a teacher. Ms.
Gottko also thanked Dr. Dolan, who
was principal of Franklin in 1997
and hired her to teach first grade.
Dr. Dolan “was one of the first
people to see my interest in technol-
ogy and let me run with it,” Ms.
Gottko said.

Ms. Gottko also thanked the board
members and administrators who
helped spearhead the initiative that
created her master technology
teacher position seven years ago.
She also said she had some appre-
hensions about moving from
Franklin to her new position, but
“after seven years of countless in-
teractions, I couldn’t be prouder to
work in a district that hires and
sustains the careers of such talented
and passionate educators.”

The next meeting of the board of
education will be on Tuesday, May
19. Details and a link to the virtual
meeting will be on the district’s
website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Philhower

Paul Lachenauer for The Westield Leader
DRIVE-UP GROCERY PICKUP...A Boxcar employee loads groceries into a
customer’s trunk as part of their contact free, drive-through grocery pickup
service in the parking lot of Calvary Tabernacle in Cranford on Thursday.
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COVID Stats.
those infected,” Ms. Mendez said.

She said COVID-19 has remained
unique as those displaying “just head-
aches,” “just fever,” or “even respira-
tory signs” could be infected and should
check through testing.

Ms. Avallone said the health depart-
ment is continuing to prepare for both
the summer and the fall as the depart-
ment will be equipped with contact
tracers.

She said contact tracing includes an
investigation of post-positive results
when the infected individual lists who
they have been in contact with for more
than 10 minutes and within six feet
without a mask on. The health officer
explained that contact tracing remains
“manageable” during times “when ev-
erything is shut down,” but will become
increasingly difficult as “things open
back up.”

“We are expecting an increase in
positive cases again in the fall,” Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the proliferation of antibody
tests “may” shed light onto statewide
immunity counts. Board of Health Presi-
dent Dr. Lawrence Budnick said nu-
merous antibody tests are “highly sen-
sitive,” meaning they will detect virus
“DNA” at “very minimal levels.”

Health board member Elizabeth
Talmont described the antibody testing
community as the “Wild Wild West” on
proven methods, how long after infec-
tion someone will test positive, and
effectiveness in detecting antibodies in
asymptomatic individuals.

“A pet peeve of mine is when people
say ‘oh, I had a bad cough. I have had
the virus already,’” Ms. Avallone said.

She said not until an antibody test
confirms when and if the individual
was infected should residents consider
themselves immune from the virus. How
long those infected could be infecting
others, when immunity can be detected,
and with what accuracy, remains uncer-
tain, stated Ms. Avallone.

Dr. Budnick said individuals “could”
and “will” test positive for awhile per-
taining to certain antibody tests, but
will no longer be infectious. He said the
prevailing wisdom is after testing posi-
tive, symptomatic or asymptomatic, an
individual will socially distance for
seven to 10 days per symptom and after
consulting trained personnel can return
to work.

At the local level, “struggles remain”
with delays in manually updating all the
testing results, stated Ms. Avallone, ex-
plaining that all testing centers, hospitals
and other organizations manually up-
load their results into a central system.

The process includes delays as re-
sources have been spread thin, stated
Ms. Avallone.

Heading into the fall, the use of “rapid
test kit” results will continue to be
manually inputted into the system, stated
Ms. Avallone.

The health department continues to
assist the community while remaining
an ally to Union County and New Jer-
sey health initiatives in the fight against
COVID-19, stated Ms. Avallone.

re-opening as of last weekend.
“We’re literally ready. We’re ready

to press send,” Ms. Re-Ferratti said
with a chuckle in her voice. “We’re
ready to send the checks, but we’ve
just kind of held off because if we
don’t have revenue coming in, we
have to be thinking about where is
that money coming from.”

The most common chemical to
treat pools is chlorine, a substance
Ms. Re-Ferratti said begins to lose
its potency after six months.

“Really, you shouldn’t be keeping
chlorine more than six to eight
months, because that’s when it really
is in its prime,” she said. “You really
don’t want it sitting there for an
entire year.”

Despite the uncertainty, about
3,000 people have registered to use
the Memorial Pool, and Ms. Re-
Ferratti reiterated the recreation
department’s communique issued
last week on its website that it had
extended the deadline to sign up
until Thursday, May 28.

Refunds are being issued if re-
quested, she said.

“We have to plan,” Mr. Bogardus
said regarding the pool’s reopening.
“There’s a schedule that needs to be
kept up with, because if we push too
much back farther and the miracle
happens, and everything goes back
to normal next week, we’re already
behind the 8 ball. So we need to stay
with it so we can open on time.”

Operating times for the pool posted
on the town’s website indicate that
the facility will be open 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. on weekends and from 4 to 8
p.m. on weekdays from Saturday,
June 6 through Wednesday, June 24.

The remainder of the summer the
pool will operate noon to 8 p.m. on
weekdays and 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on weekends and holidays until the
season closes on Monday, Septem-
ber 7.

Other activities the recreation de-
partment is continuing are replace-
ment walkways in Mindowaskin
Park, where a week to 10 days of
work remains, Mr. Bogardus said, as
well as plantings around the play-
ground.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Garwood School Board
$9.9-Mil. School Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday adopted a budget
of $9,993,035 of which $8,183,873
will be raised in taxes. The budget
represents an approximate tax im-
pact of $1,800 per $100,000 of as-
sessed value, school officials said.
Included in the budget total is
$500,300 to be paid toward debt
service.

During the lengthy verbal discus-
sion on the budget, held via Google
chat, it was noted that the average
home value in Garwood assessed at
$400,890.29 will pay a school tax
of $4,730.50. The 2020-2021 school
budget, represents a 2.9 percent in-
crease from last year.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Ana Pfalzgraf went over
the 13-page presentation and fielded
hours of questions from many citi-
zens listening to the meeting.

Many residents expressed disap-
pointment on not having the figures
of how much the increase would be
from last year on the average newly
assessed home. It was noted that
homes had recently been reassessed
and that the last time they had been
assessed was in 1986.

It was further noted that there
would be a 2.4-percent increase in
the employee benefits package as
the contract is due for renegotiation
this year.  It was also noted that
school employees currently pay
between nine and 30 percent of the
cost of their insurance based on
their salary.

It was also noted that for the up-
coming school year 294 students
are expected to be served by the
borough with an additional 64 stu-
dents served with special needs.

The report noted that the district
strives to “maintain optimal class
size,” and “provide art, music, a
Stokes trip, student council and
middle school athletics.”

In other business it was announced
that because the April 30, 2020 din-
ner honoring Margaret Hak, a long-
time borough teacher and resident,
for her recent Educator of the Year
award, was canceled, a dinner would
be then held next year.

In February Mrs. Hak was
awarded the prestigious honor and
it had been announced that the April
30 dinner would be held in her honor.

The board thanked Mrs. Hak for
her years of service and her out-
standing teaching skills as it was
Teacher Appreciation Week. Ms.
Hak has been a teacher for 30 years.

In other news, it was announced

that 38 students from the borough
had recently been accepted into the
honor society and that any Garwood
student in a family facing unem-
ployment were entitled to a grab
and go breakfast and lunch from the
district.

It was announced that discussions
for an extended school year has not
happened yet.

The next Garwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 19, 7 p.m. It is not yet
determined if it will be a call-in
meeting at this time.
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Photo courtesy of Francesca M. Witzburg
IT’S A BOY!...Francesca Witzburg and her husband, Adam Witzburg, of Fanwood, hold their new son, Adam Martin
Witzburg, who was born on April 22 at Saint Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, two months early and in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Fanwood Preemie is a
‘Beacon of Hope’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood resident
Francesca Witzburg was six months
pregnant with her first child when
the state announced social-distanc-
ing regulations to “flatten the curve”
and keep hospitals from becoming
overwhelmed. Ms. Witzburg avoided
grocery shopping and stayed in her
home to minimize her exposure to
the COVID-19 coronavirus and pro-
tect herself and her unborn child.
She hoped that by her June 20 due
date, hospitals “would be a little less
crazy,” but her baby had other ideas.

After having what Ms. Witzburg
described as a “wonderful preg-
nancy,” she woke up at 1 a.m. on
April 20 with labor pains. She and
her husband, Adam Witzburg,
Googled the differences between
Braxton Hicks (also known as false
labor) and real contractions. They
decided she was in labor and went to
the hospital. The doctors at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston confirmed she was in la-
bor and gave her medication to stop
it.

“Doctors wanted to keep him in as

long as possible. Days mattered at
that point,” she said. Two days later,
her contractions lessened, and she
was released. However, later that
same night her contractions became

stronger and closer together, so she
and her husband went back to the
hospital.

“In the same building filled with
sickness and people fighting for their
lives, we had another fighter coming
into the world like a beacon of hope,”

she said. Adam Martin Witzburg was
born on April 22 and named to honor
his father and grandfather. Although
premature, baby “Addy” was a
healthy 31-week-old, with no major
complications. Addy was taken to
the neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU). The earliest he will be re-
leased is Friday, May 22, but he
could stay in the NICU until Mon-
day, June 22.

“It was an easy and quick birth,”
Ms. Witzburg said, and her husband
was able to be in the room to support
her the whole time. She gave birth to
Addy around 6 p.m. and was re-
leased the next morning at 10:30.

Current rules allow only parents
to visit the NICU, and the Witzburgs
go see Addy every day. They enter
through the main entrance doors and
are questioned by a security guard
about COVID symptoms. Then they
head to the NICU and wash their
hands up to their elbows for two
minutes before being masked and
gloved. Every hospital worker also
is masked and gloved the entire time.

Ms. Witzburg said the NICU is
“super high tech.” Each tiny patient
resides in their own isolette, has their
own nurse and privacy curtain, and
the doctors call with updates if the
parents are not there during the
doctor’s rounds.

“I’ve never felt so comfortable in
an uncomfortable situation,” Ms.
Witzburg said.

Addy is “off his breathing tube
and getting stronger,” his mother
said. Ms. Witzburg said that when
Addy was born, he looked up at her
with one open eye, and she “knew
this little man was a sign of strength
and resilience during these difficult
times.” She said the hospital plays
“Fight Song” by Rachel Platten each
time they release a COVID patient,
and they can hear it in the NICU.

Adam Martin Witzburg

Resident Salutes Workers
From Her Front Window

Photo courtesy of Adrienne Robertiello
A TRIBUTE TO ESSENTIAL WORKERS...Scotch Plains resident Adrienne
Robertiello pays tribute every day to essential workers in the coronavirus
pandemic by hand-drawing signs that she hangs in the front window of her home.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — While the
recent military flyovers in New York
and elsewhere honoring first respond-
ers drew plenty of attention, a town-
ship resident has been paying daily
tribute to essential workers from all
walks of life from the front window of
her home.

Each day since April 5, Westfield
Avenue resident Adrienne Robertiello
has been hanging a new hand-made
lightcatcher-type decoration in her
window to honor the many essential
workers who have continued to work
in the weeks since most of the state
shut down in response to the
coronavirus pandemic. She told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
got the idea after noticing in March
the many hand-drawn rainbows be-
ing displayed on front doors and win-
dows.

“They’re beautiful,” she said, “and
symbolized hope.” The rainbows got
her to thinking what she could do and
she came up with the idea for a daily
recognition of essential workers and
“an appreciation of the work they’re
doing.”

Each day’s decoration is framed by
a heart — which she says symbolizes
“love and gratitude” and “universal
appreciation” — and inside the heart
are symbols or other indicators of the
group being honored. Over the past
month, Mrs. Robertiello has drawn
animals to honor veterinarians and
others who care for animals; an air-
plane to pay tribute to the airline
industry; a series of interlocking gears
to honor those in manufacturing and
technology; a microscope, test tube
and beaker to call attention to those
involved in science and research; and
a series of postage stamps to honor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Mountainside - (9 a.m. to Noon) Liquid Church 1180 Spruce Dr, Mountainside
- Shoreline East Construction Corp truck will be there.

Westfield - (9 a.m. to Noon) - 490 Otisco Drive, Westfield - Look for the
Harmony Design Group truck.

Garwood/Cranford - (9 a.m. to Noon) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood -
look for the Cuccaro Landscaping & Star Painting trucks.

Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35
South Ave., Fanwood - There will be multiple Shovlin vehicles ready.

Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L. Johnson High School - 365 Westfield
Ave., Clark - A Plus Painting and Design Inc. will have a truck on location.

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -
 cases,  deaths

Cranford - 401 cases,  73 deaths
Fanwood - 75 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 65 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 224 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 239 cases, 33 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

SP-F BOE Okays $105.8-Mil.
Budget, $94.3-Mil. Tax Levy

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of education last Thursday unani-
mously approved a $105,799,782
budget, of which $94,315,692 will
be raised in taxes. The tax levy
includes $1,294,500 in debt ser-
vice.

The total school board tax levy
on Scotch Plains residents is

$73,481,603. Fanwood residents
will pay $20,834,089 in school dis-
trict taxes.

Scotch Plains residents will see a
2.07-percent increase, or $181.95
per every $122,947 of average as-
sessed home value, stated Board
Business Administrator Deborah S.
Saridaki.

Fanwood residents will see a 1.13-
percent increase, stated Ms.
Saridaki. Fanwood residents will
pay $86.33 per every $85,210 of
average assessed home value.

A total of $101,823,148 was ap-
proved for the general fund budget
for the 2020-2021 school year,
$93,021,192 of which will be funded

through taxes.
In other business, spring sports

have been cancelled this year, as
students have to continue to learn
remotely, stated Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Joan Mast. At
Thursday’s virtual meeting, the
board recognized winter sports ac-
complishments from both the 2019-
2020 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Girls’ Varsity Win-
ter Track and Varsity Swim Teams.

Nine students were honored as
individual and group sectional
champions. Julia Jackson won the
sectional championships in the 55-
meter and 400-meter events. Jenai

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Fanwood Approves
Emergency Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil unanimously approved an emer-
gency budget at its Monday meeting.
Emergency budgets allow a town to
make active financial decisions or pro-
ceed with business while the “official
budget is finalized,” explained acting
Fanwood Business Administrator Fred
Tomkins. In recent memory, the bor-
ough has utilized emergency budgets
three other times, he said, describing
his tenure in Fanwood.

“An emergency budget gives us
something to draw from in the mean-
time,” said Mr. Tomkins, referencing
New Jersey budget law, procedures
and policy.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that she will lead a special response
commission organizing input from
mayors from across the New Jersey
League of Municipalities (NJLM),
which will address municipal budget
hurdles, short-term funding solutions
and even COVID-19 short-term bonds

for municipalities statewide. Mayor
Mahr is the immediate past president
of the NJLM.

The emergency budget was intro-
duced just several weeks after Gover-
nor Phil Murphy extended the prop-
erty-tax deadline to Monday, June 1,
for all residents. Fanwood, like mu-
nicipalities throughout New Jersey, is
experiencing uncertain revenue
streams, stated Mayor Mahr.

As of Monday, Fanwood had 75
total COVID-19 positive cases, with
11 Fanwoodians having passed away
from the virus, the mayor said. Of
those 11 residents, eight lived at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, a long-term-
care facility on South Avenue.

Mayor Mahr, the finance commit-
tee and Mr. Tomkins will continue to
assess the municipal budget prag-
matically in the upcoming weeks,
stated Councilwoman and Finance
Committee Chairwoman Erin
McElroy Barker. The finance com-
mittee is looking to trim the budget
where possible to offset any possible
revenue shortfalls, stated Ms. Barker.

“Residents cannot walk into Bor-
ough Hall and pay their taxes,” said
Mayor Mahr, describing COVID-19
building policy and procedure
changes. However, residents can pay
their property taxes in three other
ways. She said residents can choose
to drop their taxes in the designated
mailboxes outside Borough Hall, pay
online, or pay by regular mail.

The mayor said it was “important
to note” when paying through the
online portal, which can be found on
the borough website, that this option
includes additional fees. Some resi-
dents may find the additional fees as
minimal for the convenience, while

—
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Project Grad. Cancelled
Over COVID-19 Concerns
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — This year’s
Project Graduation for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School se-
niors has been cancelled as a direct
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Superintendent Dr. Joan Mast
stated at the April 23 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing that social-distancing guidelines
make the traditional Project Gradu-
ation event unfeasible this year.

School district administrators
have prepared a set schedule mir-
roring pre-COVID-19 scheduling,
which is being implemented re-
motely.

The superintendent said the district
has adapted to a modular learning
system, which is proactive to parent
feedback. She said each student has
nine 20-minute periods throughout
the morning. The nine-period sched-
ule mirrors a traditional schedule, but
the classes are compact.

The school district has kept teach-
ers available each day for additional
support and feedback via an “office
hours” model when random student
inquiries can be responded to, stated
Dr. Mast.

The random inquiry may be spe-
cific help with a complex problem,
set a student’s opinions on histori-
cal occurrences being studied within
the curriculum, or feedback on an
English paper, explained Dr. Mast.
A student inquiry allows teachers to
prepare follow-up or support les-
sons to reinforce the curriculum.

The district has been focused on
continuing support for students who
require additional support in a tra-
ditional setting, stated Dr. Mast.
The district has adjusted remote
teaching methods to account for
those with learning disabilities, by
assuring needed support is readily
available, the superintendent said.

Board member Stephanie Suriani
said the district’s educators must
acknowledge how available they
have made themselves to students
while remaining in the remote sup-
port model.

“Initially, I did not expect the
teachers to be able to remain this
engaged,” Ms. Suriani said.

Teachers have made themselves
available for individual support for
up to 30 minutes at a time, stated
Ms. Suriani.

Dr. Mast said a seamless transi-
tion is important to keeping stu-
dents on par or ahead of New
Jersey’s educational curve. Teach-

ers have been “fully supportive” of
one another, she said, as more “tech-
savvy” teachers have mentored
other teachers on mastering the re-
mote Google platform the district
has adopted.

Ms. Suriani said the student body
has remained resilient, showing
strong community bonds through-
out such trying times.

Students have crafted colored
rainbows, which will be placed into
businesses’ front windows to re-
mind residents and business patrons
to remain positive, stated Ms.
Suriani.

Dr. Mast said an online survey will
be distributed and updated as the pan-
demic progresses. She said the sur-
vey allows the district to see what is
working and what is not working.

The superintendent said feedback
has been mostly positive, but some
parents feel they are not skilled
enough to reinforce certain curricu-
lum. She said such situations rein-
force the importance of educators
being available and of Google plat-
forms enabling group correspon-
dence which allows for a commu-
nity learning environment.

Dr. Mast said all student assign-
ments are submitted via Google
Docs and lessons are distributed on
the platform via education packets
with learning logs tracking lessons
and student performance.

Video lessons remain significant
to daily learning, she added.

She said the district has remained
flexible to formulating a “fair,” but
more importantly, an “adaptive,”
grading system at this time.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARKS REOPEN....Parks in New Jersey, including the Route 22 baseball field in
Scotch Plains, reopened over the weekend. Many residents took advantage of
sunny skies and warm temperatures to enjoy the great outdoors, including a
father-son batting practice.

“You know that at another end of
the hospital there are people sick
and fighting and dying, but there are
also people walking out of here, too,”
Ms. Witzburg said.

In addition to sharing a story of
hope, Ms. Witzburg hopes her story
will help expecting mothers by show-
ing them what it might look like to
give birth during a pandemic. “I want
other moms who are pregnant to not
be afraid. The hospitals are going
above and beyond to take care of you
and your baby,” she said.

postal workers. Closer to home, she
even posted a tribute to her daughter’s
recent acceptance to the Fashion In-
stitute of Technology.

Other essential workers saluted by
Mrs. Robertiello from her home a
few doors down from Memorial Field
include public and mass transit work-
ers, emergency medical technicians,
mental health practitioners, financial
institutions, the armed forces, restau-
rant owners, sanitation workers, phy-
sicians, nurses, teachers, grocery store
workers and farmers. She is planning
to honor parents as well as students in
the coming days, she said.

Mrs. Robertiello posts photos of
her daily tribute on her personal so-
cial media page, as well as a page
called “Hearts in the Window.” She
says she has received positive feed-
back from as far away as Ecuador,
Ireland, New Zealand and Canada,
along with many locales in the U.S.,
among them Texas and California.

“People can be connected despite
our physical isolation,” she said, add-
ing that she gets messages from people
who are looking forward to the fol-
lowing day’s window tribute.

She lamented that “our lives have
become so consumer-based” and “fo-
cused on things and not people,” and
told The Times that she felt it was
important for “people to feel emotion
and feel appreciated.” She said, “it’s
become too easy to become ungrate-
ful” and that “even the smallest ges-
ture and even the smallest acts of
kindness help.”

Mrs. Robertiello — who works at
Children’s Specialized Hospital and,
like many others, is presently work-
ing from her home — said she comes
up with the next day’s tribute at the
end of the work day and uses color
markers to draw the window hang-
ings on blank window decals, which
are the size of a sheet of paper and
take about an hour or so to complete.

“Each day it feeds my spirit,” she
said, adding that it also “helps dis-
tract me from all the negativity and
polarization.”
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RESERVATION REOPENS....Parks in New Jersey, including the Watchung
Reservation, reopened over the weekend, and many residents took advantage of
sunny skies and warm temperatures to enjoy the great outdoors.

Berry won the sectional champion-
ship in the 800-meter event.

Che Dahiel was recognized as the
High Jump Sectional Champion,
stated Dr. Mast, while Katherine
Chouinard won the sectional cham-
pionship in Pole Vault.

The Girls 4 x 400 sectional cham-
pions included SPFHS students
Nicole Agwu, Jenai Berry, Julia
Jackson, Grace Kennedy and Zuri
Kennedy, stated Dr. Mast.

Zuri had an outstanding year, forg-
ing the Raiders forward with two
individual sectional championship
titles while contributing to the Girls
4 x 400 team, stated Dr. Mast.

Dr. Mast recognized the entire
2019-2020 Varsity Girls Winter
Track Team, which had an “accom-
plished season.” Team members
include Nicole Agwu, Jenai Berry,
Antoinette Chango, Katherine
Chouinard, Gabriella Crona, Anina
Dashiell, Che Dashiell, Olivia
Fletcher, Lauren Hahn, Julia Jack-
son, Grace Kennedy, Zuri Kennedy
and Olivia Zambrio.

Both the Varsity Boys and Girls
Swim Teams had distinguished in-
dividual achievements at the Union
County Championships, stated Dr.
Mast. Julia Bonhote won both the
50 Freestyle event with 24.21 times
and the 100 Freestyle with a 52.88
time.

Lily Hughes earned her second
straight individual county champi-
onship with a 57.61 personal best
record in the 100 backstroke, stated
Dr. Mast. Lily can take honor in
knowing the previous record holder
was herself, stated Dr. Mast.

Matt London won the 50 Freestyle
county championship with a 21.78
time for the Varsity Boys’ Swim
Team.

The board acknowledged the Var-
sity Girls’ and Boys’ Swim Team
Head Coach Jessica Hulnik, Assis-
tant Coach Madelaine Colodne, and
volunteer coach Judy Sharkey for
their efforts with what was a suc-
cessful season.
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Deal Mulled to Convert Alpine
Ridge From Condos to Rentals

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
is considering approving an agree-
ment with the builder of the age-
restricted Alpine Ridge development
on U.S. Route 22 West to convert the
three-year-old project from condo-
miniums into leased apartments with
minimum rents of $4,500 a month.

Borough Attorney John Post made
the recommendation to adopt the deal
at Tuesday evening’s borough council
meeting, held via video conference due
to coronavirus restrictions, telling mem-
bers it was a better deal the municipality
otherwise would have gotten.

“The settlement is designed to put
an end to all of the disputes and con-
troversies,” said Mr. Post, who pointed
to requirements of the minimum rent,
minimum one-year lease and no sub-
lets as conditions the borough may
not have gotten if Alpine had gone
back to the municipal planning board
for approval.

The issue consumed more than 50
minutes of the approximately one-
hour-and-10-minute meeting before
the council members entered a closed-
door executive session, including a
15-minute soliloquy by Mr. Post re-
counting the history of the dispute.
The council adjourned without any
vote on the issue and will take up the
matter at its next meeting on Tuesday,
May 19, Mayor Paul Mirabelli con-
firmed by phone.

At issue is the five-acre, 30-unit
Alpine Ridge development west of
New Providence Road that was ap-
proved in the spring of 2016. It in-
cluded six reduced-priced units as
part of Mountainside’s state-required
Mount Laurel housing obligation.

The 24 market-rate units were to be
sold at approximately $800,000 each,
but the developer only sold two of the
units before determining that the price
point was too high and decided to
change the units to rental properties,
Mr. Post said.

The borough’s planning board at-
torney advised the builder to return to
the zoning panel to apply for an

amended plan, Mr. Post added. When
it did not, the borough refused to
issue certificates of occupancy and
Alpine sued.

Union County State Superior Court
Judge Katherine Dupuis acknowl-
edged that New Jersey law does not
permit municipalities to differentiate
between allowing rental or purchased
homes when approving housing
projects, but did rule that Alpine
needed to return to the planning board
to get approval for its amended plan,
Mr. Post said.

The Alpine development will re-
main an age-restricted community,
Mr. Post said, although there was
some confusion as to what the age
restriction was. Mr. Post said he had
heard from Alpine’s attorneys earlier
in the day to say the restriction was
age 62 and older, while other mem-
bers of the board believed it was 55
and older.

One resident suggested the age 62
restriction was for the six “afford-
able” units while the rest of the project
was 55 and over.

Mr. Post said he would check with
Alpine’s attorney.

Mr. Post added that the two units
that had been sold were to be pur-
chased by Alpine and leased to the
previous owners at $4,000 a month.

The project was a contentious is-
sue in the borough along with two
other Mount Laurel-related develop-
ments, but combined they were better
than surrounding towns had fared,
Mr. Post said.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
Mr. Post said. “And the example of
how it could have been a lot worse...is
just a couple of miles west on Route
22. Just watch what goes on there as
that area gets developed right there,
right across the border in Scotch
Plains, where Bowcraft used to be.”

Mr. Post was referring to the former
Bowcraft amusement park, where
Scotch Plains approved a 200-unit
development, 35 of which are Mount
Laurel reduced-rate apartments, in
three four-story buildings with more
than 400 parking spaces.

other residents have asked the “fees
be waived,” Mayor Mahr said.

“The online payment fees are not
controlled or implemented by the
borough,” Mayor Mahr said.

The borough has not decided to
charge residents extra for submitting
their property-tax payments online,
stated Mayor Mahr, noting that a
third-party enterprise processing the
payments charges the transaction
fees.

The council unanimously ap-
proved an $800,000 road improve-
ment project, which will provide re-
stored roadways to Elm Avenue,
Willow Avenue and Tower Place,
stated Mayor Mahr.

Mr. Tomkins said the roadway im-
provement project will be “half
funded” by the borough while state
grants will provide $400,000 in fund-
ing. The projects and grants had been
applied for and approved for some
time before COVID-19, he said.

Planned improvements at Forest
Road Park will not be thwarted by
COVID-19 budget speculation,
stated Mayor Mahr. She said the
park improvements, which will be
partially offset by matching state
Green Acres grants, will include the
basketball courts, asphalt pavement,
park bench installation and additional
low-level lighting to illuminate the
walking paths.

The mayor said any resident expe-
riencing any COVID-19 symptoms
or concerns should call the Union
County coronavirus testing center at
(908) 214-7107 to be tested. First
responders and front-line health
workers may also call (908) 373-
5105 to be tested.
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Board of Health Discusses
COVID-19 Statistics

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD —The board of
health resumed its regular meeting
schedule Monday night for the first
time since the COVID-19 pandemic
commenced several months ago. The
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment has worked “non-stop” for the
last “66 to 67 days” assisting
coronavirus response efforts, stated
Health Officer Megan Avallone.

At the beginning of the outbreak,
she said “65 percent” of those being
tested were “testing positive,” but
now “85 percent” of those tested are
testing negative based on Union
County testing samples.

As of Monday night, Westfield ex-
perienced 215 confirmed COVID-19
cases with 48 of those cases originat-
ing in long-term-care facilities, stated
Ms. Avallone. Of the 215 cases, 37
were hospitalized while 35 “self-re-
ported” recovery.

Thirty-three town residents have
died from the virus, with 16 of those
deaths occurring at long-term-care
facilities, stated Ms. Avallone.

“We still have a long way to go as
only 2 percent of the population has
been tested,” Ms. Avallone said.

She said although no Westfielders
under the age of 18 have been hospi-
talized, children have tested positive
and are able to transmit the highly
infectious disease.

Union County’s testing center lo-
cated at Kean University remains
available, but is seeing both less posi-
tive cases and those requiring testing,
stated Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Regional Health De-
partment Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said those displaying any
symptoms should call the provided
testing center “hotline” numbers and
describe their symptoms.

Union County residents with
COVID-19 symptoms who wish to
be tested should call (908) 214-7107.
First responders and front-line health
workers may also call (908) 373-
5105, according to a county press
release.

 “A fever, respiratory effects, and
all symptoms are not always present
in those infected,” said Ms. Mendez.

She said COVID-19 has remained
unique as those displaying “just head-
aches,” “just fever,” or “even respira-
tory signs” could be infected and
should check through testing.

Ms. Avallone said the health de-
partment is continuing to prepare for
both the summer and the fall as the
department will be equipped with
contact tracers.

She said contact tracing includes
an investigation of post-positive re-
sults when the infected individual lists
who they have been in contact with
for more than 10 minutes and within
six feet without a mask on. The health
officer explained that contact tracing
remains “manageable” during times
“when everything is shut down,” but
will become increasingly difficult as
“things open back up.”

“We are expecting an increase in
positive cases again in the fall,” Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the proliferation of anti-
body tests “may” shed light onto state-
wide immunity counts. Board of
Health President Dr. Lawrence
Budnick said numerous antibody tests
are “highly sensitive,” meaning they
will detect virus “DNA” at “very mini-
mal levels.”

Health board member Elizabeth
Talmont described the antibody test-
ing community as the “Wild Wild
West” on proven methods, how long
after infection someone will test
positive, and effectiveness in de-
tecting antibodies in asymptomatic
individuals.

“A pet peeve of mine is when people
say ‘oh, I had a bad cough. I have had

the virus already,’” Ms. Avallone said.
She said not until an antibody test

confirms when and if the individual
was infected should residents con-
sider themselves immune from the
virus. How long those infected could
be infecting others, when immunity
can be detected, and with what accu-
racy, remains uncertain, stated Ms.
Avallone.

Dr. Budnick said individuals
“could” and “will” test positive for a
while pertaining to certain antibody
tests, but will no longer be infectious.
He said the prevailing wisdom is after
testing positive, symptomatic or as-
ymptomatic, an individual will so-
cially distance for seven to 10 days
per symptom and after consulting
trained personnel can return to work.

At the local level, “struggles re-
main” with delays in manually updat-
ing all the testing results, stated Ms.
Avallone, explaining that all testing
centers, hospitals and other organiza-
tions manually upload their results
into a central system.

The process includes delays as re-
sources have been spread thin, stated
Ms. Avallone.

Heading into the fall, the use of
“rapid test kit” results will continue
to be manually inputted into the sys-
tem, stated Ms. Avallone.

The health department continues
to assist the community while remain-
ing an ally to Union County and New
Jersey health initiatives in the fight
against COVID-19, stated Ms.
Avallone.
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Fairview Cemetery Says Thank You
WESTFIELD — As the days of

quarantine turned into weeks, and as
the parks were shut down, many
Westfield and county residents sought
out the serenity and peacefulness of
the grounds of Fairview Cemetery.
Spring is perhaps the most beautiful
time to walk the grounds, when many
blossoming trees are profuse with
flowers. The rolling hills are inviting
to residents for strolling and seeking
solitude.

Yet sadly, the number of burials
has increased in recent weeks. The
rules of social distancing have been
particularly challenging for those
who required burial services. As
heartbreaking as it might sound, and
in accordance with recently
mandated state law, only a limited
number of people can be in

attendance during a burial service.
The staff at Fairview has worked
diligently to meet the needs of
families during this difficult set of
circumstances and trying times.

Fairview has sought to welcome
all to the grounds while balancing the
laws and family needs. While some
cemeteries have opted to close their
gates, Fairview has been determined
to stay open and to accommodate all
who would seek to walk the grounds.
With state and town parks now
reopened for your use, we wish to
thank all in the community who have
respected the needs of families in
mourning and maintained proper
distance as required. These are
delicate times and it is the observation
of the staff at Fairview that great
respect has been maintained.
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Mayor Smith Joins Mayors
In Urging CARES Funding
SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Al

Smith was among mayors from the
7th Congressional District towns of
Garwood, Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Summit,
Clinton and Raritan last week to call
on the U.S. House and Senate leader-
ship of both parties to provide for
dedicated municipal funding in the
next CARES package expected to
come up for a vote in early May.

 “I have also sent the congressional
leaders a letter specific to Scotch
Plains and the negative potential im-
pact of an uncertain economic envi-
ronment,” Mayor Smith said in a press
release. “For example, a 5-percent
loss of property-tax collection could
cause a 21-percent deficiency in the
municipal government budget given
that the municipality must first pay
the board of education and county.”

“Scotch Plains is a nine-square-
mile town of about 24,000 people. It
has a medium-sized downtown of
about 200 small businesses with an
additional 100 businesses spread
throughout other commercial corri-
dors of our town. The town is in the
process of planning a revitalization
of the downtown in conjunction with
providing affordable housing. The
town has a Aaa-bond rating and the
budget is lean,” Mayor Smith said in
his letter to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.),
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-
Calif.)

He said Scotch Plains has an obli-
gation to raise $109 million in prop-
erty taxes, $69.5 million of which
goes to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, with $22.7 mil-
lion going to Union County. The
township’s budget is $26 million. A
5-percent loss in collection of those
taxes would leave Scotch Plains $5.5
million short of that obligation, Mayor
Smith said.

“Therefore, the municipal budget
would have a 21-percent deficit lead-
ing to a significant reduction of mu-
nicipal services and municipal staff,”
Mayor Smith said in his letter. “A 10-
percent loss in property-tax revenue
would lead to an $11-million, or a 42-
percent, reduction in municipal funds,
severely impacting the municipal
government’s ability to deliver es-
sential town services.”

“Loss or reduction in state aid
would compound the situation. Mu-
nicipalities of all sizes need the abil-
ity to tap into emergency funding to
care for this probable revenue loss,”
Mayor Smith continued.

The joint letter urged support for
U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski’s (D-7th,
Somerville) bill, H.R. 6467, which
would provide $250 billion in stabili-
zation funds to localities with popu-
lations lower than 500,000 in any
future CARES package. Under this
Coronavirus Community Relief Act,
state and local governments with a
population under 500,000 would be
eligible for support to cover expenses
attributable to the COVID-19 epi-
demic, including lost revenue.

Amtrak Receives $1 Billion
In Response to COVID-19

County Parks Reopen on
Limited Basis With Distancing

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sec-
retary of Transportation Elaine L.
Chao has announced that the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (DOT) Fed-
eral Railroad Administration (FRA)
is making over $1 billion available to
the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration (Amtrak) to support the
railroad’s activities to prevent, pre-
pare for, and respond to the spread of
the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) in the United States and
its impacts on operations and busi-
ness. The funding is being provided
under the recently enacted
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act.

“This $1 billion in federal emer-
gency assistance to Amtrak will help
maintain service for its passengers
when the economy recovers,” Secre-
tary Chao said.

According to a U.S. DOT press
release, Amtrak has experienced an
unprecedented decline of over 90

percent in ridership in recent weeks
as well as a decline in future ticket
purchases for the coming months,
and has pulled certain routes out of
service. The CARES Act funding will
be used to offset the loss of ticket
revenue, which is used to pay Amtrak’s
employees, buy fuel for its operations
and construction materials for its
projects, and maintain Amtrak’s net-
work of intercity passenger routes,
including funding track and infra-
structure maintenance programs on
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor.

Under the CARES Act, FRA will
make or amend existing grants to Amtrak
to provide a total of approximately
$1.02 billion; $492,000,000 for the
Northeast Corridor and $526,000,000
for the National Network Grants, as
authorized under the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act.

At least $239,000,000 of the funds
provided will be used in lieu of any
increase in states’ payments.

Pinkin, Kennedy Support
Reopening of Parks, Courses

FEEDING THOSE IN NEED...The Cranford PBA (Policemen’s Benevolent
Association) has partnered with the Cranford FMBA (Firefighters Mutual
Benevolent Association) and FLAG of Cranford to organize a food drive to help
local food banks. Its main focus is Cranford Family Care and families in need in
Cranford. This Saturday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Police Unity Tour
trailer and State PBA trailer will be on site, with their goal/ motto to #packthetrailer.
Volunteers from the PBA, FMBA and FLAG will be on site to remove the goods
from vehicles and fill the trailer. It will be a non-contact removal. Strength and
Fitness Club also has partnered and allowed the drive to be held in the parking lot
at 570 South Avenue East. For more information, contact Cranford PBA Local
No. 52 Delegate Rob Chamra at delegate@cranfordpba52.org.

TRENTON — Following the
Governor’s executive action to allow
state and county parks as well as golf
courses to reopen, Assembly Demo-
crats Nancy Pinkin (D-18th, Edison)
and James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway), the chair and vice-chair of
the Assembly Environment and Solid
Waste Committee, respectively, is-
sued the following joint statement:

“It is encouraging that our parks
and golf courses will be reopening. As
the weather gets nice and we approach
summer, all we want is for people to
once again be able to get outdoors and
enjoy New Jersey’s nature and public
spaces. The opportunity to get outside
for fresh air and exercise will prove
greatly beneficial for our mental, physi-

cal and emotional health.
“We remind visitors to strictly abide

by social distancing guidelines to be
safe, keeping six feet apart from oth-
ers, and strongly advise wearing face
coverings. By no means, do we want
to see people crowding these spaces
come the weekend and as a result
jeopardizing our progress in flatten-
ing the curve. We all still need to be
careful and mindful.

“We also kindly ask people to safely
and responsibly dispose of personal
masks, gloves and other waste at the
end of their visit, so that everyone can
enjoy the best of what New Jersey’s
outdoors have to offer.”

Mr.  Kennedy’s 22nd  Distict in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Senate Republicans Happy
Parks Have Reopened

MVC Agencies to Stay
Closed Until May 11
TRENTON — New Jersey Motor

Vehicle Commission Chief Adminis-
trator Sue Fulton has announced that
all agency, road testing, and inspec-
tions facilities will remain closed until
at least Monday, May 11. The clo-
sures are part of the Murphy
Administration’s ongoing efforts to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

In addition to expanding online ser-
vices, the commission is continuing
essential operations, including mea-
sures to support commercial trucking
to keep the supply chain moving dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Most renewals of driver licenses,
non-driver IDs and registrations –
including, for the first time, some
commercial registrations – can be
processed online at NJMVC.gov.
Customers can change their address,
pay fees and take advantage of other
services online as well.

Drivers with suspended licenses
can seek to get licenses restored, if
they are eligible, using email instead
of phone or in-person interactions.
Drivers who believe they are eligible
for restoration should email
suspension.info@mvc.nj.gov.

Customers should check
NJMVC.gov for the latest informa-
tion and updates.

PARKS REOPEN...Union County parks, including Warinanco in Elizabeth/
Roselle, partially reopened Saturday for limited and passive activities only, in
accordance with statewide restrictions issued by New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy.

COUNTY — Union County parks
partially reopened Saturday for lim-
ited and passive activities only, in
accordance with statewide restrictions
issued by New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy. The county’s two golf
courses were to open this week after
routine maintenance is conducted.

“Union County parks will reopen
under guidelines that are consistent
with the statewide plan, which pro-
vides for residents to benefit from
healthy outdoor activities while dili-
gently observing precautions against
spreading or contracting COVID-
19,” Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

“As a reminder, the virus does not
disappear outside,” Freeholder
Mirabella added. “Please be safe,
and help save lives by observing the
six-foot social-distance guideline
and other rules for visiting county
parks during this time.”

Union County parks are open on
the following basis:

1. All group activities, including
picnics and other gatherings, remain
prohibited.

2. Only individual activities are per-
mitted, such as walking, jogging, bicy-
cling and fishing. For these activities,
individuals may be accompanied by
family members, caretakers, house-
hold members or romantic partners.

3. Park visitors must stay on marked
paths and observe signage for social
distancing.

4. Park visitors are encouraged to
wear masks.

The following facilities remain
closed until further notice: restrooms,
picnic areas, athletic fields, play-
grounds and exercise stations, Trailside
Nature & Science Center, Warinanco
Sports Center, Watchung Stable, Echo
Lake and Warinanco dog parks.

Visitors are advised to avoid con-
gested areas. When using pathways

and trails, give way to others, in order
to maintain a six-foot social distance.

Visitors also are advised to observe
other COVID-19 preventive mea-
sures, including: wash hands fre-
quently, do not touch face, cover
coughs and sneezes with tissue or
elbow, do not go out if sick, stay away
from sick people, and use a face mask
for additional protection.

Park visitors should stay on marked
trails in order to preserve fragile native
habitat in county parks. The taking of
plants and other wildlife is prohibited.
Share paved paths by keeping to the
right unless passing others. Bicycles
are permitted only on paved paths.
Dogs must be kept on a leash. All trash
must be carried out where receptacles
are full or unavailable.

TRENTON —The Senate Repub-
lican leadership team said Governor
Phil Murphy’s decision to reopen state
and county parks and golf courses is
a reasonable step and that many busi-
nesses also are ready to resume op-
erations once restrictions are lifted.

“Over the last few weeks, we have
witnessed with awe and pride an amaz-
ing transformation in the attitudes
and practices of individual New
Jerseyans as they adopted necessary
social-distancing and personal pro-
tective measures that just months ago
would have been unthinkable.

“Similarly, we have watched as re-
tailers, educators, and healthcare pro-
fessionals have responded with inge-
nuity, dedication, and professional-
ism to ensure their ability to continue
serving their communities.

“Given the increased understand-
ing of reasonable personal behavior
during this time, we believe the re-
opening of open spaces across New
Jersey, including state and county
parks and golf courses, is long over-
due. Still, we are glad Governor
Murphy has finally acknowledged
what most New Jerseyans have been
asking for since the parks were closed.

“Additionally, we believe it’s time
for the governor to begin to trust the
tens of thousands of small businesses
that have plans in place and are ready
to reopen safely. They’ve made de-
tailed plans and taken steps to ensure
their ability to reopen while protecting

their workers and customers. There’s
no reason a shop on Main Street has to
remain shut when the convenience
store next door is open. If they can put
in place the same precautions, Gover-
nor Murphy should lift the restrictions
he placed on them and let them get
back to work.”

According to the New Jersey Busi-
ness and Industry Association Busi-
ness Recovery Survey, 70 percent of
businesses said they could operate
safely under social-distancing guide-
lines recommended by the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC).

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-198 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856

Service: Engineering Services in con-
nection with the 2019 Municipal Paving
Program- Phase 3

Fee: Not to Exceed $72,500.00
Date: April 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Bill Would Provide Hazard
Pay for Frontline Workers

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) announced last week the
Essential Pay for Essential Workers
Act, legislation that would pay work-
ers providing essential services an ad-
ditional $15 per hour in compensation
on top of their regular pay.

Acknowledging the higher risk of
infection for all workers required to
keep grocery stores, sanitation services,
postal operations and other critical fa-
cilities running, the bill broadly de-
fines essential work based on the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency’s (CISA) guidelines for
critical infrastructure, according to a
press release from  the Congresswoman.

“Two things are happening to the
people who are working to keep our
pantries full, ambulances on the streets,
and boxes delivered: they’re putting
their lives and their families’ lives at
risk with little protection and even
less compensation, and they are often
already the individuals with the least
financial security,” Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said. “This bill is
about recognizing something we’ve
always known but have never admit-
ted – that we can’t function without
these workers. They should be paid in

a way that acknowledges that, and
they should be compensated for the
risk they’re forced to take.”

The Essential Pay for Essential Work-
ers Act would mean that a worker in a
covered industry previously paid at $10
per hour would receive $25 per hour
during the coronavirus outbreak. The
workers provide services in: healthcare,
food and agriculture, energy, water and
wastewater, transportation, public
works, communication and informa-
tion technology, critical manufacturing,
hazardous materials, shelter facilities
and services, law enforcement, and hy-
giene products, according to the release.

The Congresswoman previously
said she sent a letter to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.)
urging a broader definition and stron-
ger protections for essential workers
in further coronavirus relief packages,
and another signed by more than 150
members of Congress urging protec-
tions for essential federal workers.
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Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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RECOGNIZED ONCE AGAIN...Tamaques Elementary School Band Director
Marisa Minogue accompanies on piano as Choral Director Benjamin Norkus
conducts students in a winter concert in December.

TOP MUSIC COMMUNITY...High-school and intermediate-school student
musicians rehearse together during District Music Day on January 8 as
Westfield High School Orchestra Director Craig Stanton conducts. For a third
consecutive year, the Westfield Public School District has been named one of the
“Best Communities for Music Education” in the nation for its outstanding
commitment to music education.

We’re returning  
$2 billion to our  
auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the 
Good Neighbor Relief Program. 
Our auto customers will receive, 
on average, a 25% credit for their 
premium between March 20 and 
May 31. No policyholder action 
is needed. That’s $2 billion in 
customer savings. Because now 
more than ever — being a good 
neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

Westfield Receives National
Music Recognition For A
Third Consecutive Year

Change of Party Affiliation
Deadline Is Wed., May 13

COUNTY — Union County Board
of Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado reminds Union County vot-
ers who wish to change their party
affiliation that the deadline to do so is
Wednesday, May 13, in order to par-
ticipate in the Tuesday, July 7 Pri-
mary Election.

The Primary Election is being held
later than usual this year as a precau-
tionary response to the COVID-19
public health crisis, pursuant to Ex-
ecutive Order 120 issued by New
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy.

The change in party affiliation does
not require an in-person office visit.

“Union County voters who wish to
change their parties can do so by mail,
helping to reduce the spread of the
COVID-19 virus during this public
health emergency,” Ms. DiRado said.

Since the Union County Election
Board is working remotely, voters
who are unsure of their current party
affiliation can call the Election Board
at (908) 527-4123 to leave a mes-
sage. The call will be returned
promptly.

“Voters who conduct business with
the Motor Vehicle Commission some-
times inadvertently change their af-
filiation. If you have any doubt about
your current status, please call my
office,” Ms. DiRado said.

To request a party declaration form
by mail, call the Union County Board
of Elections at (908) 527-4123 or
send an email to ucboe@ucnj.org.
The requirement of an original signa-
ture on the form has not been relaxed.

Voters should make sure they com-
plete, sign and mail their forms soon
enough to allow delivery by the Postal
Service.

Voters can also download Party
Declaration Forms in English and
Spanish from ucnj.org/ucboe,
unioncountyvotes.com and the New
Jersey Division of Elections, at
state.nj.us/state/elections.

The May deadline does not apply
to voters who currently are unaffili-
ated. They may declare their party at
the polls on July 7. Further, unaffili-
ated voters who vote by mail will
have an opportunity to declare their
affiliation when they receive their
ballots. They will receive a ballot for
each party, and then return only the
ballot for which they declare.

In the event that in-person voting is
conducted for the July 7 Primary Elec-
tion, voters can familiarize themselves
with new voting machines that were
introduced countywide last year by
viewing a teaching video on the Board
of Elections website, at ucnj.org/boe/
expressvote-xl-voting-machine. Live
demonstrations have been suspended
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

For information on all Union
County Board of Elections programs
and services, visit online at ucnj.org/
ucboe, email ucboe@ucnj.org, or call
(908) 527-4123.

The Board of Elections office is
closed to visitors during the COVID-
19 outbreak. Voicemail messages and
emails are being responded to promptly
during regular business hours.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2020
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2020 2019

1.  Surplus  $               4,505,000  $               4,994,000
     Surplus Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government Services
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues 12,091,832                 12,936,273
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 950,000                      968,000
4.  a) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 28,538,574                 27,976,295
     c) Minimum Library Tax 2,700,446                   2,633,514
         Total Amount to be Raised for
           Support of Municipal Budget 31,239,020 30,609,809
              Total General Revenues  $             48,785,852  $             49,508,082

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2020 BUDGET 2019 BUDGET
1.  Operating Expenses:  Salaries and Wages  $             17,853,378  $             17,466,123
                                     Other Expenses 20,708,709 20,784,988
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 4,434,404 4,396,063
3.  Capital Improvements 100,000 1,300,000
4.  Debt Service (Include for School Purposes) 3,209,361 3,120,908
5.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 2,480,000 2,440,000
              Total General Appropriations  $             48,785,852  $             49,508,082
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 261 261

DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED ANTICIPATED
2020 2019

1.  Surplus  $                  179,931  $                  107,273
2.  Miscellaneous Revenues                   1,030,140                   1,173,000
3.  Deficit (General Budget)                                  -                                  -
              Total General Revenues  $               1,210,071                   1,280,273

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2020 BUDGET 2019 BUDGET
1.  Operating Expenses:  Salaries and Wages  $                  496,028  $                  446,606
                                     Other Expenses                      287,800                      407,577
2.  Capital Improvements          5,000                          5,000
3.  Debt Service         372,434                      382,590
4.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations                        48,809                        38,500
5.  Surplus (General Budget)                                  -                                  -
              Total Appropriations  $               1,210,071  $               1,280,273
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 71 71

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT

GENERAL SWIM POOL
Interest                      527,361 47,434
Principal                 24,574,000 1,343,000
Outstanding Balance 25,101,361 1,390,434

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on April 28, 2020.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building, on May 26, 2020 at 8:00
o’clock PM at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2020 may be
presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

If the meeting on May 26, 2020 must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing will be held
digitally with a link/meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov)
in advance of the meeting.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Tara Rowley, Town Clerk, at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM or via email
at townclerk@westfieldnj.gov.

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $192.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-020793-19
FILE NO. 27290-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
RICHARD SIMONE; MRS. RI-
CHARD SIMONE, WIFE OF
RICHARD SIMONE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which PPP NEW, LLC is the
plaintiff and RICHARD SIMONE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
020793-19 within thirty-five (35) days after
May 7, 2020 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 17-00016,
sold on 10/19/2017, dated 10/20/2017,
and was recorded on 10/30/2017 in Mort-
gage Book 14355 at Page 829, made by
TERRI MALANDA, Collector of Taxes of
UNION, and State of New Jersey to PPP
NEW, LLC and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, PPP NEW, LLC. This covers real
estate located in UNION, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 25
BLOCK 1404 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
UNION and concerns premises commonly
known as 1252 MAGNOLIA PLACE,
UNION, New Jersey.

YOU, RICHARD SIMONE, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, MRS. RICHARD SIMONE, WIFE
OF RICHARD SIMONE, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant RICHARD
SIMONE is married, and if married, the
name of RICHARD SIMONE’s spouse. If
RICHARD SIMONE is married, the plaintiff
joins MRS. RICHARD SIMONE, WIFE OF
RICHARD SIMONE as a defendant for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.

DATED:  May 1, 2020
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $71.91
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Second Grader Sends
Pandemic Proposal to Doll Co.

THE ALEXANDRA DOLL...Second
grader Alexandra Horvath wrote a let-
ter to the American Girl Doll Company,
proposing that the company model its
next doll on a child who is living through
a public health pandemic.

WESTFIELD — For a third con-
secutive year, the Westfield Public
School District has been named one
of the “Best Communities for Music
Education” in the nation for its out-
standing commitment to music edu-
cation.

The 2020 Best Communities for
Music Education designation was
awarded by the National Association
of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foun-
dation to districts that demonstrate
“outstanding efforts by teachers, ad-
ministrators, parents, students, and
community leaders who have made
music education part of a well-
rounded education,” according to a
press release from the district.

“Music education is an essential
component of the Pre-K-12 curricu-
lum,” said Thomas Weber, supervi-
sor of visual and performing arts for
Westfield Public Schools. “Because

of the support of our community, ad-
ministrators, and the board of educa-
tion, our dedicated teachers are em-
powered to guide their talented stu-
dents to their fullest potential. This
award is confirmation of the superb
musical experiences that are happen-
ing in our music classrooms and pro-
grams throughout the district.”

Research into music education con-
tinues to demonstrate educational/cog-
nitive and social skill benefits for chil-
dren who make music.

“Each year, many of our talented
students are recognized for musical
honors, which is a testament to the
hard work of both our student musi-
cians and our dedicated music staff,”
said Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Margaret Dolan. “I congratulate Mr.
Weber and all of our music directors
and student musicians for this presti-
gious recognition.”

WESTFIELD — An enterprising
and thoughtful second grader at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield used what she has learned
about persuasive writing and a global
pandemic to send a letter to the com-
pany that makes the popular Ameri-
can Girl dolls.

“Dear American Girl Doll Com-
pany,” writes the student in her letter
dated April 25. “My name is Lexi
Horvath and I have a few ideas for the
next doll of the year. I think the doll
should be about the quarantine.”

Lexi goes on to propose a name
(Alexandra) and a storyline for the
doll that includes distance learning,
parents who are doctors, and older
siblings (including a brother home
from college) who are overloaded
with school work and unable to play
with her. She writes about ways in
which the proposed Alexandra doll is
keeping busy during the quarantine
such as building forts and drawing
rainbows and other hopeful chalk art
messages in the driveway.

“Her brother got really sick and her
three best friends are named Lilly,
Eliana, and Pippa,” writes Lexi in the
letter, which includes ideas for the
doll’s accessories such as “a mask to
stay healthy, a laptop for distance
learning, a notebook, pencil and pen
for working at home, Lysol wipes and
hand sanitizer to remove germs from
everything, and a new puppy named
Rudy since everyone is home all day
to train him and play with him.”

“Earlier in the year, the second
graders in the Westfield Public School
District learned about persuasive writ-
ing through their Writing Workshop
curriculum,” said her teacher, Karen
Reichel. “During this pandemic, Lexi
took it upon herself to use what she

learned to write this heartfelt letter to
the American Girl Doll Company with
her opinion of what the next American
Girl Doll should be like. This eye-
opening letter shows the pandemic
through a child’s eyes.”

WHS Juniors Achieve
Perfect Scores

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School 11th graders Claire Campbell
and Jacob Delforte earned perfect
scores on the reading portion of the
February 8 ACT, while 11th graders
Karan Chulliparambil and Jack Lehavi
achieved perfect scores in math on the
March 14 SAT. “I would like to com-
mend you for this outstanding achieve-
ment,” said WHS principal Mary
Asfendis in a letter to each student. “It
speaks volumes about your abilities
and commitment to your education.”
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Triddler – A species of sandpiper
2. Pistareen – Concerned with petty

affairs
3. Lallation – Imperfect pronunciation

of the letter “R” making it sound like “L”
4. Miniate – To paint with red lead

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAGENE
1. Wise; intelligent
2. A fish net
3. Refined; reserved
4. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead

ASTRAGALUS
1. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
2. The anklebone
3. The act of binding fast, or confining
4. Relating to the genesis or evolution

of the stars
DEXIOTROPIC

1. Having whorls that rise to the apex
in counterclockwise spirals

2. Readiness of mind in managing op-
erations; mental adroitness

3. Turning or turned to the right
4. Pertaining to the east coast of a

country, continent or large island
PERKIN

1. A kind of weak cider
2. A closely woven cotton cloth, used

for sheets
3. The common European partridge
4. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant

County Clerk Offers
Update for Voters

Following are important updates
for Union County voters regarding
deadlines for the upcoming Primary
Election in New Jersey.

The primary election was moved
from June 2 to Tuesday, July 7, by
Governor Phil Murphy’s Executive
Order 120, in response to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

This order includes the postpone-
ment of the primary for President,
U.S. Senate, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, and county and munici-
pal elections.

All statutory election deadlines have
changed and are now calculated by
using the July 7 election date.

This did not affect any deadlines
that occurred prior to April 11, with
the exception of the deadline for
changing party affiliation, which was
rescheduled from April 8 to Wednes-
day, May 13, by order of Governor

Murphy.
Based on the new Primary Election

date of July 7, it is important to note
that the voter registration deadline
for new or moved voters is Tuesday,
June 16 and the deadline to apply for
a mail-in ballot will be Tuesday, June
30.

The Primary Election timeline with
revised deadlines is available on our
elections website at
UnionCountyVotes.com and on our
free Union County Votes mobile app.

During this period my staff contin-
ues to be available during regular
business hours to any questions re-
garding the Primary Election. Please
call the Election Division at (908)
527-4996, or contact my office by
email at unioncountyvotes@ucnj.org.
We look forward to serving you.

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

Mental Health Council Provides
Resources for Awareness Month

In recognition of Mental Health
Awareness Month, the Westfield Men-
tal Health Council would like to take
the opportunity to share some of its
resources with the community. The
council was formed last year to pro-
vide individuals and families with
resources to assist with the identifica-
tion, treatment and support for those
with emotional and behavioral con-
cerns. In addition, its volunteer mem-
bers prioritize the need to de-stigma-
tize mental illness and  increase knowl-
edge of mental wellness within the
town.

Through the council’s research and
discussion process, the C.A.K.E ini-
tiative was launched to share within
our community the importance of
compassion, acceptance, kindness,
and empathy. C.A.K.E. is focused on
embedding these four behaviors in
everyday life and interactions with
neighbors, family, friends, co-work-
ers, and others, while combating the
stigma of emotional and behavioral
distress. C.A.K.E. is meant to pro-
mote a more supportive town envi-
ronment to help weather any storm
that strikes the town and/or its resi-
dents.

As is evident, with the COVID-19
pandemic, Westfield is seeing an in-
crease in C.A.K.E behaviors; whether
it be local restaurants supporting first
responders, residents posting mes-
sages of encouragement around their
homes and on social media, or other
individual acts of C.A.K.E within the
community to lift one another.  This is
a unique time to understand, and learn
from the current situation, that prac-
ticing C.A.K.E., as residents are do-

Township Seeks Legislators
Assistance with NJDOT Issue

I write to seek your assistance with
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (NJDOT). For the last three
months, Scotch Plains officials have
corresponded with NJDOT represen-
tatives regarding the removal of nu-
merous trees on the lot at the corner of
Glenside Road and Route 22 in Scotch
Plains. We understand that the
coronavirus pandemic has impacted
work across our state, however, these
issues predate the pandemic outbreak.

Scotch Plains has tried repeatedly
to get answers regarding NJDOT’s
decision to remove such a large num-
ber of trees but we have received very
little information. We have also tried
to get NJDOT to remove the debris
left over from the tree removal but
NJDOT has failed to clear the area of
debris despite repeated requests from
my office.

On March 2, 2020, Scotch Plains
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler
even sent a letter to Christopher
Tomlin, the executive director of the
North Region, NJDOT to try and ob-
tain answers on all the issues dis-

cussed above as well as request that
new trees be planted to replace the
ones that were removed but the letter
has gone unanswered.

Now today we have seen that
NJDOT has removed even more trees
from the property despite our con-
cerns and the concerns of numerous
residents. We had previously re-
quested that NJDOT reach out to
discuss any plans on the property, but
they have failed to keep us informed.

We would appreciate if you can
assist with this matter and have
NJDOT cooperate with the Township
of Scotch Plains. We have reached a
significant level of frustration.  Please
let me know if you need anything else
from my staff or I.

Thank you for all you do to serve
the residents of our Township and
State of New Jersey.

Alexander Mirabella, Township
Manager, Scotch Plains

This letter was originally sent to
Senator Nicholas Scutari, Assembly-
man James Kennedy, and Assembly-

woman Linda Carter (LD21)

ing now, can help us grow and learn
more about our own mental health
and wellbeing.

Additionally, symptoms of psychi-
atric disorders, including depression
and anxiety may increase during the
COVID-19 pandemic due to many
factors, including grief, the need to
socially distance, loss of employment
and financial stability, as well as loss
of opportunities. Furthermore, even
when social-distancing restrictions are
lifted, individuals may continue to
experience some level of ongoing
pandemic-related distress. The
Westfield Mental Health Council
hopes to be available with educa-
tional resources, activities and events
to help address and support the com-
munity.  Please visit westfieldnj.gov/
mentalhealthcouncil to learn more
about the council.

As a show of unity for Mental
Health Awareness Month, a C.A.K.E.
coloring page has been posted on the
Mental Health Council website, and
residents are encouraged to color the
page and post it in their front window
in order to actively show their sup-
port for mental health.  The Council
also encourages examples of
C.A.K.E. behavior to be submitted to
CAKE@westfieldnj.org so that they
can be shared with the community.
Offering “a slice of C.A.K.E” to one
another during Mental Health Aware-
ness Month will allow Westfield to
emerge from this pandemic stronger
and full of vitality and support for one
another.

Ron Holmes & Lauren Kaplansagal
Westfield Mental Health Council

We Can Still Celebrate Mom,
Despite Social Restrictions

GWACC Conducts
New Virtual Farmers’
Market in Westfield

The GWACC (The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce) organized the first Virtual
Farmers’ Market at the North Avenue
Train Station Parking lot in Westfield
on Saturday, May 3. The Governor’s
March 21st executive order explic-
itly citied Farmers Markets as essen-
tial businesses and this new-look
Farmers Market offers a combination
of online shopping and weekly pick
up to keep shoppers connected with
local farmers and producers.

The Farmers Market will continue
every Saturday morning with pick up
scheduled alphabetically by last name
starting at 10 a.m. and completing by
12 noon. Customers can place their
online orders all week until 11:59
p.m. on Thursday night.  Each vendor
will prepare and package the indi-
vidual orders on Friday and bring
them to the market on Saturday morn-
ing.  Pick up is by car only.  If you
don’t have a car, please ask a friend to
retrieve your order.  Car windows
should remain closed while in the
market area.  Nothing is available for
purchase at the market and all orders
must be placed online by Thursday
night. The volunteer market manag-
ers are Chris and Lisa Devine and
they have worked many hours to make
this Virtual Farmers Market a reality.

There were just over 200 customer
orders the first Saturday morning and
the process went very smoothly while
social-distancing protocols were fol-
lowed.  The vendors and volunteers
directing traffic had appropriate face
coverings as the purchases were
loaded into car trunks by the vendors.

To begin the ordering process,
please go to the GWACC website,
www.gwaccnj.com/farmers-market
and click on “Place Your Order Here.”
There are a wide variety of products
currently available and additional
products and suppliers will be added
each week.  The initial market ven-
dors were Clifford Family Farm,
Donaldson’s Farm, Old Village Farm,
Goat Hill Farm and Reason’s Wine.
La Bon Bake Shop will be added May
8 and we hope to include more ven-
dors each week.

Gene Jannotti
CEO - GWACC

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Letters to Editor Deadline
Monday 9 AM for the coming Thurs.

This Sunday is Mother’s Day, the day each year
when we celebrate our mothers, grandmothers and
other maternal figures in appreciation of the unique
and profound ways in which these women influ-
ence and enrich our lives.

Mothers are the first person we bond with as
infants; for most of us, she is our first teacher, role
model and confidante. Together with fathers, they
shape our moral foundation, nurture our develop-
ment as individuals and guide us on our journey to
adulthood.

Mother’s Day customarily is observed with fam-
ily visits where loved ones gather around the table,
while also feting Mom with cards, gifts and other
expressions of affection. Sadly, with necessary
social-distancing rules still in effect, such in-per-
son gatherings will not be possible for the majority
of families this year.

Despite such restrictions, the spirit and signifi-
cance of the day does not have to be put on hold,
even if the actual get-togethers are. Through the
advent of modern technology and some family
creativity, there is still a potpourri of ways to share
Mom’s special day with her and to show our love
and gratitude.

We can visually connect with Mom and other
family members through such electronic avenues
as Skype and Zoom. We can share photos and

messages via Facebook and other social media
platforms. And, of course, we can always tell Mom
we love her through a phone call as well. Heartfelt
wishes can bridge any distance or circumstance.

This year, we once again wish all mothers, and
those who play motherly roles, a happy and healthy
Mother’s Day. We offer a special nod to all those
mothers and others currently serving on the “front
lines” of the pandemic, often at great personal risk
and with long hours spent apart from their families,
— among them doctors, nurses, other health care
providers, emergency responders and scientists.

We likewise salute all the mothers and their
peers who continue to help maintain the fabric of
our society in so many other critical ways during
this unprecedented era. They are the teachers,
grocery store and restaurant staffers, postal em-
ployees, public works personnel, transportation
workers and countless more, including the legions
of adult and youth volunteers, without who our
communities could not function. They keep us fed,
keep us connected, keep us from losing hope.

We extend our thoughts to all the moms who
cannot be with their families for Mother’s Day this
year due to the current health crisis, military ser-
vice, geographic distance or other reasons. We hope
that they and their loved ones will remain safe and
well, and will be reunited soon.

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
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for YOU! goleader.com/form/subscribe

We Can’t Borrow and Print Our
Way Out of This Financial Mess

We applaud the Garwood Borough Council and senior
Garwood employees for cutting the budget and volunteer-
ing to forgo cost-of-living raises. In a time where so many
residents are fearful for their own financial futures, these
steps show true leadership and dedication. The Township
of Scotch Plains and the Union County Freeholders also
delivered flat budgets, despite seeing a severe loss in
revenue — kudos to both governing bodies.

We love our teachers, and they are doing a phenomenal
job navigating the world of remote learning. But as we all
tighten the proverbial belt, we implore the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) to get together and forgo all
cost-of-living increases in ALL teacher contracts through-
out the state for one year. Furthermore, all state and federal
public employees should forgo any raises, including cost of
living, and the same for our elected officials. This would
save the taxpayers millions, while also preserving public
employee jobs. With businesses shut down, layoffs, fur-
loughs and the looming uncertainty about all our financial
futures, this isn’t just good leadership, it is necessary for our
municipal, county, state and national future.

Municipalities in the state are now allowed to forgo the
penalty on May 1 tax payments to June 1. But the towns are
still on the hook to pay counties and school boards on time,
whether they collect the funds or not.

While this “grace period” is a nice gesture - it doesn’t get
to the root of the problem — this isn’t a May 1 problem,
these hardships could last years. According to NJ.com,
850,000 (1 in 10) New Jersey residents have filed for
unemployment. Will we see enormous drops in people

paying property taxes? Will we see a rise in foreclosures?
We sure hope not.

The State of New Jersey is broke, and it was broke long
before COVID-19 showed up. Residents can’t wait to run
for the border the day they reach retirement, or before, due
mainly to high property taxes and cost of living.

Last week the governor began talking about borrowing $9
billion from the Federal Reserve. Governor Phil Murphy is
going to attempt to get around putting this enormous loan
before the voters by claiming an “act of G-d” — decades of
the state’s fiscal mismanagement is an act of man, Governor.
Forgoing interest for a moment, each resident of the state
would need to pony up $882.35 - so for a family of four, that’s
$3,529.31. That’s more than 10 percent of a year’s salary for
the grocery store clerks who are now our front-line heroes.

The governor’s new method of running the state by
executive fiat is unchecked, and no matter how good or bad
a job he is doing, this method of governing is unsustainable.
We applaud Assemblyman Brian Bergen of Morris County
for putting legislation forward that would require any gov-
ernor to get approval of the State Legislature for emergency
orders that last longer than 14 days. It is important that even
in times of crisis that there be a check and balance system —
we live in a representative democracy, not a dictatorship,
and the governor’s comments make it clear that he believes
his power is absolute.

This country and this state need to get serious about
bringing manufacturing back. We can’t beg, borrow and
print our way out of this mess. We have to pick ourselves up,
tighten our belts and start innovating.
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Mayor Brindle’s
Broken Budget

On March 10  just before the devas-
tating human and economic impact of
the COVID-19 virus would become
widely known, Mayor Shelly Brindle
released a “Bold Action Plan” for
Westfield. In it, she criticized the
town’s prior budget policies that had,
in her words, “taken a very conserva-
tive approach to budgeting which has
effectively maintained the status quo
while yielding a positive AAA-bond
rating and sizable surplus.” Quite an
admission.

In announcing her new plan, Mayor
Brindle mocked the sound fiscal man-
agement that successfully navigated
Westfield through the economic con-
sequences of 9/11, the Great Reces-
sion, and Superstorm Sandy, saying
that it was an “approach that a finan-
cial advisor would apply to a couple
in retirement, ensuring there is ad-
equate funding to support basic needs
for their remaining years, while leav-
ing something for the grandkids.”
Well, seven weeks later, it turns out
that, as usual, grandma knows best.

There is no better evidence of the
Brindle administration’s mismanage-
ment and profligate spending than the
recently introduced 2020 town bud-
get. Among other lowlights, the bud-
get includes (1) an increase in prop-
erty taxes up to the state maximum;
(2) continuing decreases from 2019
in parking, municipal court, construc-
tion, and other non-tax revenues that
are paid in part by non-residents, due
in large part to the Mayor’s anti-en-
forcement, anti-homebuilding poli-
cies; and (3) most alarming, and not-
withstanding the Mayor’s prior assur-
ances about “maintaining a healthy
$10-million surplus,” Westfield’s
2020 municipal budget anticipates our
year-end surplus to be only $7 million
— less than half what it was just two
years ago.

Mayor Brindle inherited a budget
surplus of $14.5 million in 2018.
Under more prudent leadership, at
least $7.5 million in additional sur-
plus funds would now be available
for Westfield to assist residents and
local businesses to weather this fi-
nancial storm; for example, by im-
posing no property tax increase, of-
fering a partial refund to commuters
who paid for parking permits they
cannot use, or providing meaningful
economic relief to downtown busi-
nesses.  Instead, that money is gone,
used to pay for parties and to plug
budget holes.

Over the past few weeks, Council-
man Mark LoGrippo has sounded
the alarm about the exorbitant prop-
erty tax hike and dangerous use of
surplus that Mayor Brindle was set
to propose in this year’s budget. Even
though Councilman LoGrippo is a
minority of one on the town council,
his efforts helped to cut the Mayor’s
preliminary 2.99 percent tax increase
in 2020 by one-third. But even the
Mayor’s 2 percent tax levy increase,
the maximum allowed by state law
and on top of this year’s 18 percent
increase in the sewer fee, is more
than Westfield residents should pay
in light of the town’s historic finan-
cial health.

Westfield residents will pay a far
higher property tax increase in 2020
than those in neighboring towns like
Scotch Plains and Berkeley Heights
who, like many others, have found a
way to impose no tax increase in their
budgets this year. Even Union County,
not known for its fiscal austerity, has
introduced a budget with a tax levy
increase of 0 percent. Leaders in other

towns, like Wyckoff, are actually de-
creasing the property tax burden on
their residents. “No tax increase is the
right thing to do at this time, even
though we all have rising costs,”
Wyckoff Mayor Timothy Shanley
wisely observed. Westfield used to
lead other communities in fiscal re-
sponsibility; now, we can’t even fol-
low them.

In just over two years, the policies
of the Brindle administration have
increased spending, reduced non-tax
revenues (largely by design, as the
Mayor admitted when introducing the
2020 budget), and raided our surplus
savings account. Had Mayor Brindle
continued rather than mocked the
sound fiscal management that, even
three years later, is keeping our bud-
get hole from becoming a crater, the
town would be much better prepared
to address unexpected, but inevitable,
financial challenges like those now
being caused by COVID-19.

Instead, Westfield’s robust surplus,
the “healthy nest egg” that Mayor
Brindle described on March 10 as the
result of smart fiscal policies of the
past, has been poached.  Taxes are
up, revenues are down, and more than
half of our surplus is gone. Equally
concerning, as noted at this year’s
budget meeting, even greater fiscal
challenges lie ahead. Grandma would
not be pleased.

JoAnn Neylan
Chairwoman Westfield Town

Republican Committee

Former Councilman Takes
 Issue With Westfield Budget

Resident Praises
Mayor, Westfield Budget

I am writing today to express sup-
port for Westfield’s Mayor and town
council on a variety of fronts as they
navigate the town through circum-
stances no one has ever experienced
or anticipated. With no way to tell if
we are closer to the beginning or the
end, I continue to be very proud of
my vote for Mayor Brindle.

This past week, there was a flurry
of praise and, sadly, criticism for
the outcome of the recent budget
process. Yes, one never wants to
hear that taxes are going up, or that
we are tapping into a “rainy day
fund,” but today’s skies are far from
blue, and the resulting budget con-
tinues to focus on the priorities that
will help to grow Westfield. For
instance, in spite of unprecedented
circumstances, our council has ef-
fectively managed our tax rate while
still maintaining a $7 million sur-
plus, remarkable given last year’s 0
percent tax rate.  Over the last three
years, we’ve seen our town taxes
increase only an average of $22 per

year (.8 percent), remarkable when
considering we need to give our
deserving first responders and pub-
lic employees 2 percent raises. And,
while the council smartly deferred
capital improvements, we can be
thankful that we’ll still see progress
this year on road paving, park im-
provements, and redevelopment
plans for revitalizing our downtown,
which is now more important than
ever.

It is often said that “desperate
times call for desperate measures.”
Thanks to Mayor Brindle’s admin-
istration, these desperate times
haven’t made the Town of Westfield
desperate. But now, it’s on all of us
to support our community and our
leaders to keep us on the right track
and to continue to make us all proud
to live in this fine town.

Thank you, and hope all stay
healthy and safe.

Jeffrey Kagan
Westfield

I couldn’t help but notice two of
the front-page stories in last week’s
Westfield Leader, reporting sepa-
rately but similarly that the 2020
budgets introduced by Garwood
and Union County include no prop-
erty tax increase.  The week be-
fore, The Leader reported that
Scotch Plains residents also would
see no tax increase this year, quot-
ing Mayor Al Smith that the town
sought a flat tax levy because
“‘there’s a lot of pain out there
now,’ a reference to people cur-
rently out of work and struggling
to pay household bills” in light of
the pandemic.

Sadly, a third article on last
week’s front page told the story of
the ongoing pain that Westfield
residents will feel during these
challenging times, with both a prop-
erty tax increase at or near the state
maximum and a use of surplus funds
that will reduce the town’s savings
to only $7 million, from $14.5 mil-
lion just two years ago. “Bold ac-
tion” by Mayor Brindle indeed.

I hope that Westfield residents
will remember how our local
elected officials treated us this year
when we needed them most:  an 18
percent increase in the sewer fee,
the maximum allowable property
tax increase, no discount on unus-
able commuter parking or reduced-
service conservation center per-
mits, and secret drone surveillance
in our parks and playgrounds. But,
as Mayor Brindle likes to point
out, some of us have newly-paved
streets – which we can admire from
afar out our front windows while
we figure out how to pay our bills
from quarantine.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

Westfield Finance Chair,
Mayor Offer Budget Highlights

The Town of Westfield’s 2020
municipal budget was introduced
to the public at last Tuesday night’s
town council meeting. Six weeks
into our stay at home order from
the Governor, so much has changed
in our lives. For one thing, many of
us are reviewing our own personal
finances in light of the times, and
so we have done the same with the
2020 municipal budget.

With the council’s guidance, the
town administrator and the CFO
worked diligently with the department
heads to make significant and strate-
gic cuts so that we could manage the
tax-rate increase to the public in these
times of economic uncertainty for both
residents and municipalities.

Here are the 2020 Budget high-
lights:

- Despite a 2.3 percent (+$1mm)
increase in non-discretionary costs
(health care, pension, utilities, etc.)
we were able to reduce the total
budget by -1.3 percent ($615K), the
first budget decrease in eight years.

- Even with these cuts, projected
revenue shortfalls (e.g. from the
court, building department, park-
ing, etc) necessitate an increase in
the tax levy which has been kept to
1.95 percent, or an average of $54
per household.

- The manageable increase was
further enabled by a $4.5-million
allocation from our healthy sur-
plus of $11.5 million. This “rainy
day fund” is meant for times like
these, tiding us over into better
economic times, which is why we
are prudently keeping $7 million
in reserve.

- Meanwhile, progress continues
on several projects, many of which
have already been paid for. Expect
to see new pathways in
Mindowaskin, a new Sycamore
Park playground, completion of the
train station coffee kiosk, and more
road paving as a result of our inno-
vative partnership with
Elizabethtown Gas.

- The process of reimagining our
downtown, more important now
than ever, will continue as we move
towards designating our Special
Improvement District an “area in
need of rehabilitation” and our mu-
nicipal parking lots, Lord & Taylor
properties, and the Rialto as “areas
in need of redevelopment.” These
designations are critical to attract-
ing needed investment in town, im-
proving quality of life, and diver-
sifying and expanding our tax base.

- The planning for the imple-

mentation of our Parks Strategic
Plan priorities continues so that we
can take clear and expedient steps
forward when the economic im-
pacts of COVID-19 are better un-
derstood. Among other things, the
Tamaques wetlands delineation
study, funded by a matching county
grant, is scheduled for completion
in June which will inform the pos-
sibilities for expanding recreation
areas in the park.

Our budget is a plan, and can be
adapted as we learn more about the
ultimate impacts of the pandemic.
We are comfortable that the budget
adopted last week is as robust as
possible in the face of many un-
knowns, most critically the poten-
tial decline of property tax collec-
tion rates in light of changing eco-
nomic circumstances for some resi-
dents. Steps are now in place to
review our progress against the
budget on a monthly basis in case
we need to take additional cost-
cutting measures. We will pay equal
if not more attention to identifying
new revenue sources, and we re-
main committed to prioritizing sen-
sible and proactive investments for
the long term.

Our community has grown stron-
ger as we face ongoing, pandemic-
related hardships, and we know
that together we can surmount any-
thing that comes our way. On be-
half of the council, we thank each
and every one of you for the criti-
cal role you have played in keeping
our businesses viable, serving the
front line, finding silver linings and
remembering the importance of
compassion and kindness as we
collectively face events and conse-
quences that none of us ever could
have imagined.

We encourage all of you to re-
view the budget presentation on
the town website and send com-
ments and questions to us at
budget@westfieldnj.gov. The bud-
get is scheduled to be ratified on
Tuesday, May 26, and we continue
to have bi-monthly council meet-
ings by Zoom. Please join us!

It is an honor and pleasure to
serve you.

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Councilwoman Linda Habgood,

Chair, Finance Policy Committee

*https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
vertical/sites/%7B57704CD8-

22F3-44AB-BC43-
B0B1CE80A3BB%7D/uploads/

2020_Proposed_Municipal_Budget_.pdf

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

On December 12, 2019, bids were re-
ceived by the Township of Cranford for the
2019 Municipal Paving Program - Phase
3. Respondents were required to comply
with various bid requirements including
P.L. 1975, C. 127 and N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq. The
Township of Cranford has awarded Con-
tract for said project. The contract and
Resolution No. 2020-197 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk.

Awarded to: American Asphalt & Mill-
ing Services, LLC, 96 Midland Avenue,
Kearny, New Jersey 07032

Service: Provision of Construction Ser-
vices in Connection with the 2019 Munici-
pal Paving Program - Phase 3

Total Bid Price: $827,058.27
Date: April 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076, from interested vendors for Ath-
letic Reconditioning (herein referred to
as the “Vendor”) in accordance with the
Bid Requests prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
obtained by calling Ms. Deborah S.
Saridaki, School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary at (908) 232-6161 ext.
4013 or e-mailing dsaridaki@spfk12.org.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

All vendors are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127,
“Law Against Discrimination” and the Affir-
mative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 11:00 AM on Thursday, May 21,
2020.

1. Submit two (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copy in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope “Reconditioning BID May
20.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 05/07/20, The Times Fee: $59.67

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 99-2020

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE APRIL 28, 2020

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2020:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of May 7, 2020;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2020:

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2020 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $416,347.00

Total General Revenue $416,347.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS

Operating
Salaries & Wages $254,339.00
Other Expenses $162,008.00

Total General Appropriations $416,347.00

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on April 28, 2020.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 on May 26, 2020 at 8:00
PM at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2020 may be presented
by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested person. If the
meeting on May 26, 2020 must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing will
be held digitally with a link/meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s
website (www.westfieldnj.gov) in advance of the meeting.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $71.40

Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week (10 week run)

Double Size: $40 per week (10 week run)

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

We Sell Space

To Advertise, Contact the Spaceman
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Sign Structure Replacement Contract 2016-2, Contract No. SWI153340, City of
Newark and Township of Millburn, Essex County; Springfield Township and

Union Township, Union County; Hillside Township, Union County
100% State; UPC NO: 153340; DP No: 20115

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $174.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Contract N211, U.S. 46 in Essex, Morris and Passaic
Counties and Various Locations in Essex, Morris, Passaic and Union Counties

100% State; DP No: 20402
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $168.30

Electrician Offers
Free Hour of Work

AREA — S. Swenson & Sons
Electricians, since 1928, is offering
residents who have been laid off, or
are over age 65, one hour of free
electrical work. Residents of
Westfield and Scotch Plains who
qualify are being offered a free hour
of work (plus the cost of materials)
for the week of May 17th through
23rd. Qualifying residents of
Cranford, Garwood and Kenilworth
are being offered the week of June
14th to June 20th. Additional time, or
appointments booked outside of those
dates, will be charged at the standard
rate. Swenson and Sons can be
reached at (908) 276-9000.
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D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING THE HANDOFF...Raider Kerri McNeely receives the handoff from Corinne Lyght at the Union County
Relays (May 3-4, 2018). Union Catholic won eight events to run away with the girls’ team crown. The Lady Blue Devils placed
second in the team totals and the Raiders placed third.
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Home is where the heart is...
We'll get through this together!

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

May 5, 2007: Junior Evan Shapiro
tossed just 69 pitches to complete a

seven-inning perfect game in
Westfield’s one-hour and twenty-five
minute, 6-0, victory over Summit in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield. Shapiro
struck out six Hilltoppers and received
fine defensive support from his in-
fielders.

May 4, 2019: Gambles had to be
made but in order to defeat the eighth-
seeded Summit Hilltoppers, the top-
seeded Cranford Cougars needed to
cash in on a few of them in the later
innings of the Union County Tourna-
ment quarterfinal game held at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on May 4.
But the fine pitching of Hilltopper
Matt Reddy and the accurate arm of
catcher Justin Weiss prevented any
cash withdrawals and stunned the
Cougars, 3-2, in eight innings to ad-
vance to the semifinal round.

Reddy pitched the entire eight in-
nings and scattered eight hits, while
walking two, hitting a batter and strik-
ing out three. One of his walks was
intentional to Jamie Shriner, who had
previously whacked an RBI triple,
singled and stole a base.

The two Cougar pitchers performed
well also. Starter Jake Van Dam
pitched until he was relieved by Kevin
Donovan with two outs in the fifth
inning. Van Dam allowed two runs on
five hits and one walk, while striking
out eight Hilltoppers. Donovan

yielded three hits, while walking three
— one intentional — and striking out
one.

During the game, Weiss pulled off
several key putouts beginning in the

bottom of the fourth inning when he
gunned down Tyler Szczech attempt-
ing to steal second base. In the sixth,
Weiss nailed Szczech again attempt-
ing to swipe second after he had
singled. In the same inning Mike
Murphy reached safely on a throwing
error and Joe Meola (2-for-4) singled
but when Murphy attempted to take
third, Weiss gunned him down for the
third out.

May 4, 2019: Jake Engelke scored
six goals and Devon McLane added
three goals and eight assists to lead
the second-seeded Westfield boys la-
crosse team past third-seeded
Cranford, 13-6, in the Union County
Tournament semifinal on May 4 at
Johnson High School in Clark. The
victory puts the Blue Devils (7-6) into
the championship round where they
would play perennial rival and top-
seeded Summit on May 8.

Mack Prybylski scored one goal
and had two assists for Westfield.
Dylan Alfano added one goal and one
assist. C.J. Duffy and Nick Martini
each contributed a goal. Koury Kania
and Matthew Angelo each notched an
assist. Theo Dardia recorded 11 saves
for the Blue Devils.

Cranford was paced by Conor
Halpin who had three goals and
scooped up 12 ground balls. Nate
Caldwell added two goals and Adam
Kutzer had one goal. Michael Kalnins

contributed two assists to the Cougar
cause. Phil Marotta made 12 saves in
net for Cranford.

May 4, 2019: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Danny Wilkinson has
clearly saved his best for last. The
talented lefty threw a no hitter during
a brilliant 1-0 victory over Union in
the quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament on May 4 in
Union. Chris Smith came up with the
game winning RBI in the top of the
second inning when his double into
right field scored Tyler Stines who
had doubled earlier in the inning. The
victory advanced the Raiders to the
semifinal round where they would
meet the winner between second-
seeded Governor Livingston and 10-

seeded Elizabeth.
May 3-4, 2018: Union Catholic

won eight events to run away with the
girls’ crown at the Union County Re-
lays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on May 3-4. The Lady Vikings had a
total of 99.5, followed by the Westfield
Blue Devils with 56 and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders at 52. The
Cranford Cougars finished eighth with
30 points.

Although Union Catholic Vikings
Jerika Lufrano, Morgan Jackson,
Ashleigh Patterson and Alex Borik
won the distance medley relay (DMR)
with a meet record time of 12:17.52,
Blue Devil seniors Emma Jackler and
Tani Horton, sophomore Grace Mor-
gan and freshman Katie Hamilton set
a WHS record by finishing second at
12:25.77. Blue Devils Sam Stravach,
Kylinn Kraemer and Bekah Dayon
took top honors in the javelin with a
distance of 281-9.

Day 2 had Jackler, Morgan, Mia
Melao and Isabel Baufarah crossing
first in the 4x1,600 at 21:55.15. Cou-
gar Sasha Knapp had the second best
leap in the long jump at 17-0. The
Vikings also took first in the sprint
medley relay at 4:07.45, followed by

Raiders Trinity Hart, Imani Rivers,
Amanda Logie and Sara Greene at
4:20.75.

May 3-4, 2018: Union Catholic
took won four events to capture first
in the team totals at the Union County
Relays held at Kehler Stadium on
May 3-4. The Vikings totaled 107
points, followed by Rahway at 77 and
Elizabeth at 73. Westfield took fourth
at 57, followed by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 47. The Cranford Cou-
gars placed 11th with nine points.

Blue Devil juniors Ajay Olson,
Steve Zucker and Jake Salter and
senior Spencer Weigand finished first
in the sprint medley relay (SMR) with
a time of 3:32.01. Raiders Scott Kai-
ser, Brandon Garcia, Ben Fleischer

and Drew Burfeindt crossed first in
the distance medley relay (DMR) with
a time of 10:41.2. The Blue Devils
edged the Raiders for first in the
4x1,600. Sophomores Will Loggia
and Kevin Yucetepe, junior Ronnie
Melao and anchor Will McGlynn fin-
ished in 18:39.26 just ahead of Kai-
ser, Fleischer, Burfeindt and anchor
Garcia at 18:40.21. Blue Devil Joe
SanGiacomo, Brendan Riccardi and
Griffin Rooney won the javelin with a
distance of 436-7.

May 5, 2018: “Big Jake” Vall-
Llobera jumped on a first pitch
fastball and blasted a two-run home
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning but more was needed both of-
fensively and defensively if the top-
seeded Westfield High School base-
ball team wanted to get past the
eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars in
the quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) in
Westfield on May 5. The Blue Devils
received that additional offense, es-
pecially from Mike Knapp, plus key
run-saving catches to hold down the
Cougars, 6-3.

It was another match-up between
two of the county’s most effective

pitchers, Cougar Gordon Graceffo and
Blue Devil Cory Hiltz, who both went
the distance. The 12-6 Blue Devils

tapped Graceffo for nine hits and re-
ceived just one walk, while striking
out twice. Hiltz allowed eight hits and
a walk, hit a batter and struck out five.

The Cougars scored all three of
their runs in the third. Jamie Shriner
slashed a one-out single past first.
Mike Murphy was hit-by-a-pitch and
Mike Meola (2-for-3) loaded the bases
with a single over first. Tyler Szczech
(2-for-3) then lined a two-run double
to left-center. With Meola on third
and Szczech on second, Pat Connolly
put down a squeeze bunt to Hiltz as
Meola scored.

During the course of the game, Vall-
Llobera gunned down Shriner attempt-
ing to swipe second in the first inning
and also nailed Joe DeClerico (single)
attempting to take third in the fifth
inning. But the first impressive catch
came in the fourth when Jake Lerie
chased down Mike McGee’s long fly
ball at the right field line.

Blue Devil Chris Wagner doubled
and scored twice. Knapp went 3-for-
3 with a run scored and an RBI. Vall-
Llobera also yanked an RBI single to
right. Matt Manning lined an RBI
single.

May 3, 2017: One huge inning
blew apart a tight game and the fifth-
seeded Cranford softball team reaped
the benefits with nine runs in the bot-
tom of the fourth to defeat the 13th-

seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers, 11-1, in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament (UCT)

at Adams Field in Cranford on May 3.
The 6-7 Raiders came into the contest
riding a four-game winning streak,
which included knocking off Roselle
Catholic, 15-0, in the UCT prelimi-
nary round then toppling fourth-
seeded Roselle Park, 4-1, to face the
Cougars.

Jillian Skalski had four singles and
three RBI, while scoring once, and
Liz Casazza tapped a pair of singles,
walked and scored all three times for
the Cougars. Jayna Mallon went 2-
for-3, including a two-run single, and
Taylor Reitzel, who launched a pair
of home runs in a recent game against
Colonia, rapped a two-run double.
Julia DiGiacomo, who finished 2-for-
3, had the Raiders’ only RBI.

May 3, 2017: Jake Lerie launched a
three-run homer over the left-
centerfield fence as part of a six-run
first inning outburst that helped
Westfield surge ahead and eventually
defeat Rahway, 12-2, in the quarterfinal
round the Union County Tournament
on May 3 in Westfield. The Blue Dev-
ils rallied after allowing two runs to
Rahway in the top of the first inning.
Westfield rapped out 12 hits, includ-
ing five extra base hits against three
different Rahway pitchers.

Lerie had two hits and four RBI,
along with his home run. Chris Wagner

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO MAKE HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Devon McLane, No. 9, tries to avoid the check of Cougar defender Liam
Loughlin, No. 5, in the UCT semifinal at ALJ High School on May 4, 2019. The Blue Devils won 13-6. McLane scored three
goals and added eight assists in the victory.

Fred Lecomte (May 2008) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO SUPERSTITION HERE…Brandon Heroux wears his “lucky” shirt in an
interview with Leader/Times Sports Editor/Asst. Publisher Dave Corbin (2008).

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNSESPECTING VICTIM…Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin gets doused
with Gatorade after winning the Union County Relay title (May 3, 2008).

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT! PERFECT! PERFECT!…Blue Devil Evan Shapiro, center, was
swarmed by his teammates after he pitched a “Perfect” game in a 6-0 victory over
the Summit Hilltoppers in the first round of the Union County Tournament in
Westfield on May 5, 2007.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING SECOND BASE...Hilltopper Danny Isralowitz, No. 34, steals second
base in the first inning as Cougar shortstop Jake DeClerico lunges for the ball
during the UCT quarterfinal game in Cranford. Summit toppled the Cougars, 3-
2 (May 4, 2019).

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING FOR THE FORCE OUT...Raider third basman Hannah Lyman dives on
third base for the force out on Cougar Alex Pachkowski as Raider shortstop
Amanda Venezia comes over to cover in the third inning at Adams Field in
Cranford (May 3, 2017).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

NJSIAA Officially Cancels
High School Spring Sports

See Paragraph on Page 9
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had two hits and three RBI, while
Victor Cruz pulled off the interesting
feat of walking all four at-bats and
scoring three runs. Kobi Wolf laced a
two-run double. Owen Kessler
whacked an RBI double. Matt LaCorte
had a pair of hits and an RBI.

May 2, 2017: The Cranford base-
ball team has been rounding into shape
nicely as the Union County Tourna-
ment gets serious about crowning a
champion. The Cougars sharpened
their claws in a 6-2 come-from-be-
hind victory over Union Catholic on
May 2 at the newly opened Memorial
Field in Cranford. Senior Ryan Bakie
went 2-for-3, knocked in three runs
and also scored a run to pace the
Cranford offense.

Starting pitcher Ryan Abrahamson
recovered from a shaky start before
combining with reliever Jack
McAleavey to limit the visitors to
four hits and two runs. Cougar Tyler
Szczech singled twice and scored two
runs. James Shriner, Patrick Connelly
and Michael McGee each drove in a
run.

April 30/May 1, 2016: Several
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys and girls competed
at the Penn Relays track and field
meet held at Franklin Field in Phila-
delphia, Pa. The Blue Devil girls
4x800 foursome set a WHS record in

the event with a time of 9:26.51 and
placed sixth in their heat. Noelle
Blackford finished in 2:23.98 then
handed off to Emma Jackler, who
completed her leg in 2:24.53. Julia
Myers ran the third leg and finished in
2:20.87 and Brooke Schaeffer ran the
anchor leg in 2:17.13.

Emma Jackler at 1:04.59, Marie
Koglin at 1:04.24, Myers at 1:02.15
and Brooke Schaeffer at :58.73 (per-
sonal record) finished third in their
heat in the 4x400 with a time of 4:09.7.
Adriana Vergara at 13.0, Hannah
Hawkins at 13.2, Anna Browne at
12.6 and Tani Horton at 12.6 took
sixth in their heat in the 4x100 with a
time of 51.46.

Ishmael Glasco at 11.3, Jelani Pierre
at 10.7, Nick Greenspan at 10.8 and
Sid Douglas at 10.8 finished the 4x100
in 44.04. Greenspan at 50.2, Cameron
McLaughlin at 50.9, Coston O’Brien

at 54.2 and Douglas at 51.6 finished
the 4x400 in 3:27.44. Raiders Aaron
McGriff, Justin Sanders, Ben Powell
and Donald Hudgins-Jones competed
in the 4x400 and finished in a time of
3:32.69.

May 3. 2016: Senior attacker Scott
Nizolak found the mark just before
halftime then added three more goals
to lead the fourth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
lacrosse team to a 9-4 triumph over
the fifth-seeded Cranford Cougars in
the quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament in Scotch Plains
on May 3. Nizolak’s four goals el-
evated his career total to the magic
number of 100.

Three of Nizolak’s goals came with
the assistance of Jack Brady (1 goal).
Midfielder Jordan Belford scored a
goal and added a pair of assists for the
10-4 Raiders, while Richie Nardone
notched a pair of goals and attacker
Rob Gordon scored once. Face-off
specialist Dave Walker nearly took
total control in the second half, win-
ning seven of nine, and did finish with
10 ground balls. Attackman Dan Allen
scored twice for the Cougars, while
attacker Tom Harris (assist) and
midfielder Connor Fitch (5 ground
balls). Attacker Richie Hurley and
defender Mike Klieman (4 ground
balls) each had an assist.

May 4, 2016: Good teams have
good defense. Very good teams have
very good defense and two high school
teams demonstrated that they were
indeed very good in a Union County
Tournament girls lacrosse semifinal
round clash between the second-
seeded Oak Knoll Royals and the
third-seeded Westfield Blue Devils at
AL Johnson High School in Clark on
May 4. The sixth-ranked Royals had
to scramble to survive a Blue Devil
second-half surge to eke out a 7-6
victory. Blue Devil junior attacker
Hannah Liddy finished with four
goals, while left attack wing Gwyn
Devin and right attack wing Syd
Paoletti each netted one goal.

April 30/May 1, 2015: First place
in 10 events belonged to the Union
Catholic girls as they literally domi-
nated the Union County Relay cham-
pionship at Gary Kehler Stadium in

Westfield on April 30 and May 1. The
Lady Vikings also broke two meet
records to finish with 129 points, more

than doubling their next competitor
Summit at 57 points. The Westfield
Blue Devils and the Cranford Cou-
gars, who won the discus and shot put,
tied for third with 42 points each.

Cougars Brianna Scotti, Maranda
Brown and Susanna Jaramillo won
the discus with a distance of 276-11.
Cougars Mara Giga (111-9 — second
best), Christina Barlik and Mairead
O’Donovan took second in the jav-
elin with a distance of 284-7. Erin
Meixner with a personal-record (PR)
push of 36-2.5, Barlick (PR 34-4.25)
and Scotti (PR 33-11.25) won the
shot put with a distance of 104-6.
Blue Devils Elena Chermak (PR 33-
10.75), Anna Browne and Ariana
Alvarado took second in the triple
jump with a distance of 94-7.25 (WHS
record).

April 30/May 1, 2015: Union
Catholic seized the Union County
Relays boys championships for the
fifth straight year at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. The Vikings finished with 112
points, while Westfield placed sec-
ond at 68, followed by the Raiders
with 62. Cranford took ninth at 19.5.
The Raiders won two events, while
the Blue Devils and the Cougars each

won one event.
The DMR began with a bang-up

battle between Summit and Westfield,
especially in the anchor 1,600 leg
between Hilltopper Leland Jones and
Blue Devil Matt Russo. Jones kept
trying to shake Russo but Russo re-
fused to yield; however, in the final
100 meters, Jones had some kick left
to cross first at 10:33.97, while Russo
was right behind at 10:35.63 to earn
the foursome of Will Chandler, Coston
O’Brian, Nick Antonelli and Russo
second place.

The 4x100 was also a burner among
the Raiders, Union Catholic and the
Blue Devils. Raider Emendo Thomas
led off and handed to Merlin Edmond,
who got up front and handed off to
Ray Walker. Anchor Kobe White
grabbed the baton and burned the
final 100 to cross first in a personal
record (PR) time of 42.91, followed
by the Vikings at 43.38 and Blue

Devils Josh Capistrano, Jelani Pierre,
Ishmael Glasco and Sid Douglas at
43.58.

Raiders White (best leap of 20-11),
Marquel Taylor and Andrew Ciccarino
captured first in the long jump with a
total distance of 61-0.5. Blue Devils
Pierre and Glasco ran the 200 leg of
the sprint medley relay and Douglas
ran the 400 leg and handed off to
Chandler for the 800 anchor. Chan-
dler overtook his first three competi-
tors then smoked it down to home
stretch to nudge out Viking Greg Gibbs
by a nose to take top honors with a
time of 3:37.48. Cougars Andrew
Licks, Jack Kugelman and Tim Col-
ter won the high jump with a height of
17-0.

May 2, 2015: Garrett Forrestal
became a wrecking crew in every
inning that he stepped to the plate,
especially in the bottom of the fifth
when he thumped a three-run triple to
end the game via 10-run rule that gave
the third-seeded Cranford baseball
team a 12-2 victory over the 10th-
seeded Summit Hilltoppers in the
semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) at Williams Field
in Elizabeth on May 2.

Forrestal singled in the first inning,
singled and scored in the third and
doubled and scored in his first at-bat

of the fifth before whacking his game-
ending triple to left-centerfield to fin-
ish 4-for-4, with three RBI and two
runs scored. Pat Knight also hit lights
out with an RBI single and a two-run
single. Mike Gamba bashed a pair of
singles, scored twice and added an
RBI. Mike Smith doubled and scored,
and tapped an RBI single. Joe Norton
(RBI) singled, walked and scored
twice as did Ryan Bakie. Albert
Gargiulo singled and scored, Liam
Duffy scored once and had an RBI,
and Brian Oblachinski had a single
and an RBI.

May 2, 2014: Cashing in on the
field events paid off and allowed the
Union High School girls to capture
the crown at the Union County Relays
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The Lady Farmers, who won four
events, grabbed top honors in the
javelin, shot put and discus to go with
the 4x100 to total 90 points, ahead of

the second-placed Westfield Blue
Devils, who won two events and had
a total of 65.

Blue Devils Gabby Stravach, Kelly
Morrison, Meghan O’Dwyer and
Natalie Marcotullio crossed first in
the 4x800 with a time of 9:39.4. Mae
Devin and Ida Chen won the pole
vault with a height of 16-0. Cougars
Anna Fitch, a junior, with the fourth-
fastest time of 1:06.22, Jenna
Ellenbacher and Laura Van Horn fin-
ished second in the 400 Intermediate
Hurdles at 3:24.69 Raiders Tori
Baliatico (third best time of 1:06.18),
Kailyn Reilly and Christine Nocum
finished third at 3:29.4.

May 2, 2014: Union Catholic
proved to be the dominant power once
again when it placed first in nine of
the 16 events to capture its fourth
straight boys Union County Relay
championship at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. The Vikings with a
total of 122 nearly doubled the sec-
ond place team, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, who totaled 65.
Westfield placed sixth with a total of
35 and Cranford finished 11th with a
total of 22.

Raiders Quaryee Bull with the
meet’s second-best leap of 20-5.5,
Kobe White and Emendo Thomas

took top honors in the long jump with
a distance of 59-4. Thomas, Merlin
Edmond, Bull and White took second
in the 4x100 at 43.39. Raiders Bull,
with the meet’s best distance of 43-7,
Quincy Sanchez and Andrew
Ciccarino placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 122-11.

Raiders Rashan Gary, with the
meet’s second best shove of 51-3.5,
Mike Dwumfour at 50-7.5 and Dan
Van Brunt won the shot put with a
distance of 148-0. Cougars Rob
O’Shaughnessy, Will Fries and An-
drew Licks placed third at 131-2.5.
Blue Devils Matt Russo, Ryan Siegel,
Dalton Herzog and Phil Edwards took
top honors in the 4x1,600 with a time
of 18:30.57.

May 3, 2014: Blue Devil pitcher
Brad DeMartino and catcher Mike
Ionta figured out the right combina-
tion and several teammates produced
timely hits to deliver the third-seeded
Westfield High School baseball team
a 4-1 victory over the second-seeded
Cranford Cougars in the semifinals of
the Union County Tournament at Kean

University in Union on May 3.
DeMartino tossed a four-hitter, not
allowing more than one single in any
given inning, while walking none, strik-
ing out five and hitting one batter.

The Blue Devils’ most influential
inning was the second. Cal
Robertshaw led off with a solo home
run over the leftfield fence. Chris
Hogge dribbled an infield single and
advanced to second when the throw
sailed past the first baseman. Dan
DoCampo laid down a perfect bunt
single. Anthony Perconte lofted an
RBI sacrifice fly to center, allowing
Hogge to score the third run.

May 1, 2013: Senior Sean Feeney
punched a single into leftfield to bring
home Albert Garguilo with the win-
ning run in the bottom of the 11th
inning to earn the top-seeded Cranford
baseball team a 6-5 victory over
eighth-seeded Union Catholic in what
could be described as a “game of
inches” in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
May 1.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong tossed four and two-thirds
innings, yielding all five runs (3
earned) on 10 hits, while walking two
and fanning three. Ryan Williamson,

who picked up the win, relieved with
two outs in the fifth and pitched six
and one-third innings, allowing three
hits, while walking none and striking
out eight.

Andrew DiFrancesco led the Cou-
gars with a triple and a single with two
RBI, two runs scored and two stolen
bases. Chris Folinusz had two hits
with a key RBI double in the sixth
inning. Garguilo (Run, RBI), Jake
Forrestal (Run) and Williamson (RBI)
each had two hits, and Tommy Trotter
singled and scored twice.

May 1, 2013: Annie Cannone (5
assists, 3 ground balls) and Haley
Regan (3 assists) netted four goals
each, while Andrea McNeely (3
ground balls) fired in a team-high five
goals to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls’ lacrosse team past the
visiting Cranford Cougars, 19-10, in
the opening round of the Union County
Tournament on May 1.

Co-captain midfielder Morgan
Mason led the 2-9 Cougars with a
team-high four goals, while Erica

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING SIDE BY SIDE...Blue Devil Julia Myers, center, and Cougar Katie Romanovich, No. 5, run side by side with the
Summit competitor in the 4x800. The Blue Devils finished third and the Cougars finished fourth (April 30/May 1, 2015).

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STORCKS FLYING INTO THIRD...Blue Devil Matt Storcks flies into third with a triple in the first inning as Cougar third
baseman John Oblachinski prepares to field the throw. The Blue Devils defeated the Cougars, 4-1, at Kean U. (May 3, 2014).

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY STUBBORN DEFENSE ALL EVENING...Blue Devils Claire Cassie, No.
21, Julie Gretsky, left, and Julie Frontero, behind, see to it that Oak Knoll Royal
Claire Galvin, No. 14, does not get an open shot in the UCT semifinal game (May
4, 2016).

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG OF THE 4X1,600...Blue Devil Will Loggia (W) runs
the first leg of the 4x1,600 at the Union County Relays at Kehler Stadium on May
3-4, 2018. The Blue Devils just nudged out the SPF Raiders for first place.

David B. Corbin (May 2, 2015) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLDING THE RUNNER...Cougar first baseman Albert Gargiulo is about to
catch the throw from pitcher Chris Libera to hold Hilltopper Hunter Miller at first
base in the second inning of the Union County Tournament semifinal (2015).

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING WITH ENTHUSIASM...The Raider boys, in white, and the
Cougars battle for possession in the Union County Tournament boys lacrosse
quarterfinal round at Scotch Plains on May 3, 2016. The Raiders defeated the
Cougars, 9-4.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TIGHT RACE…Cougar Eli Howard, left, and Blue Devil Evan Tarlow,
center, stick close to each other during the first leg of the 4x1,600 relay. The Blue
Devils won the event and the Cougars finished second (May 3/4 2012).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING PACE WITH KENT PLACE...Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, right,
keeps pace with the Kent Place runner in the first leg of the 4x800. Stravach, Kelly
Morrison, Meghan O’Dwyer and Natalie Marcotullio placed first at the county
relays (May 2, 2014).
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Faraone and Sarah Ross each scored
two goals. Colleen Harnett and
Hannah Ross contributed one goal

each. Cougar goalie Catherine Miller
faced a barrage of 19 shots, finishing
with six saves.

May 3/4, 2012: Bryanna Grant,
Gillian Burke and Regine Hunter
broke the meet record in the triple
jump at the Union County Relays to
help the Cranford girls secure second
place behind Union and ahead of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Burke,
Grant and Hunter broke the triple
jump meet record of 104-5 set by
Cranford last year with a distance of

111-0. Grant at 37-5.25, Burke at 36-
5.5 and Hunter at 36-1.25 had the
event’s three best jumps.

Burke with the meet’s best leap of
16-8.5 (personal best), Rebecca
Shimonov (3rd-best leap of 16-3) and
Megan Schetelich took top honors in
the long jump with a distance of 47-
6.75. Schelelich, Shimonov, Hunter
and Grant also broke the shuttle
hurdles meet record of 1:02.7 set by
Union in 2007 by finishing in 1:02.11.

The race of the first day came in the
sprint medley relay (SMR) between
the Raiders and the Farmers. Raiders
Devora Ward, Justine Valdes, Dariana
DeVore and Erin Pierce broke the old

meet record of 4:11.6 set by Rahway in
1995, crossing in 4:11.34, but the Farm-
ers anchored by Jen Edobi took it one
step better to finish first in 4:08.01.
Blue Devils Meghan Reilly (112-1 –
2nd best), Christina Mosco (95-4) and
Emily Mastrocola (95-0) took top hon-
ors in the javelin with a distance of
302-5. Kristen VanBenschoten (105-9
– first), Rebecca Haupt and Summer
Kortaoui won the discus with a dis-
tance of 264-6.

May 3/4, 2012: Three meet records
were broken at the Union County
Relays, and the Union Catholic boys
had all three of them to remain at the
top of the roost at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. Blue Devils Evan
Tarlow, Patrick Terry, Jack Leahy and
John Kirna crossed first in the 4x1,600
at 18:06.99, followed by Cougars Tom
Feeney, Mike Zanfardino, Eli Howard
and Connor McMahon at 18:54.29.

Blue Devils Chris Jimenez, Declan
Fitzmaurice and Mike DePaolo won
the triple jump with a distance of 124-

11.75. Cougar Adham McGuire had
the best leap of 43-9, which was not
only his personal best but a Cranford
school record. Blue Devils Peter Fagan
and John Stelmach grabbed first in the
pole vault with a height of 26 feet.

May 4, 2011: Five days after pitch-
ing four strong innings before run-
ning into a fifth-inning jam against
No. 14 Cranford, Raider John
Howarth took care of business in a
stronger five-and-two-thirds innings
outing on the new turf field behind
Union Catholic in Scotch Plains on
May 4. Howarth struck out seven
Vikings and walked three, while al-
lowing just three hits then reliever
James D’Angelo finished the job,
striking out two, walking one and
yielding no hits to earn the fifth-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball team
a 7-1 victory over fourth-seeded Union
Catholic in the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament (UCT).

Marcus Rivera led the nine-hit at-
tack with a pair of RBI singles, a
walk, a stolen base and two runs
scored. Sean Reilly (1-for-1, 2 runs,
walk, 2 hit-by-pitches) lit up the third
inning with a booming triple off the
centerfield fence. Christian Zazzali
singled and scored twice. Ryan
Henkels hacked a two-run single.

May 1, 2010: Tuning up for more
critical games, the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball team
took another step toward a county
championship, battering the 18th-
seeded Plainfield Cardinals, 17-0, in
five innings in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on May 1. Raider pitcher
Jordan Bayroff, limited the Cardinals
to two hits, striking out three and
walking one in his three innings be-
fore junior lefty Sean Reilly took the
mound in the fourth. Reilly fanned
three and allowed one hit.

Raider Mike Ridge went 3-for-4,
including a triple and a double, with
three RBI and scored two runs, Gary

Binkiewicz (2-for-3) racked up three
RBI, John Maxwell (3-for-3) and Joe
D’Annunzio (2-for-2) each tallied two
RBI. Lou Mazzella (3-for-3), Taylor
Schon (1-for-2) and James D’Angelo
each added a run.

April 30/May 1, 2009: Union and
Rahway finished 1-2, with respective
team totals of 86 and 84 and the 2008
champions Westfield placed third with
a total of 74 at the Union County boys
track and field relays at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 30 and
May 1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood fin-
ished seventh with a 33 total. Blue
Devils Julian Applebaum, Mike
Kelley, Zach Lizmi and Ryan Scrudato
put it all together on May 1 to win the
4x1600 with a time of 18:41.64. Blue
Devil senior Dave Fishman tied his
personal best with a clearance of 12
feet and junior Tim Woods cleared 11
feet to win the pole vault with a height
of 23 feet.

In an incredibly stacked race, Blue
Devils Todd Saunders (200), Ricardo

Johnson (200), Pat Gray (400) and
Josh Einbinder (800) crossed second
in the sprint medley relay with a time
of 3:35.53 behind Union Farmers
Ellison Lucien, Andre Highsmith,
Bayaan Oluyandi and Jon Jackson
who crossed first at 3:33.32.

April 30/May 1, 2009: AL Johnson
High School easily won the team title
with a total of 84 at the Union County
girls track and field relays held at
Kehler Stadium on April 30 and May
1. The Raiders won two relay events
and placed fifth with 44 points fol-
lowed by the Blue Devil girls with 43
points.

Raiders Sara Canfield, Whitney
Adams and Emily Nagourney took
second in the team long jump with a
combined distance of 46’5.5”.
Canfield had a strong leap of 17’4”.
Canfield and Adams, along with

Camille Handy, took top honors in the
triple jump with a combined distance
of 100’9”. Kim Wenson, Danielle
Schweizer and Malonia Miles took
top honors in the shot put with a
combined distance of 95’9.25”.

Cranford Cougars Kelly Burke, a
junior who cleared 11 feet, and senior
Lilas Humen totaled 19’6” to break
the previous meet record of 18 feet in
the pole vault set by New Providence
in 2006 and Cranford in 2007.

May 2, 2009: Sophomores Danny
Kerr and AJ Murray became the ma-
jor part of the Blue Devils’ wrecking
crew and senior pitcher Chris Jenkins
became the silencer in a 12-0, five-
inning victory over the 15th-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers in Westfield on
May 2.

Kerr tripled and scored, then blasted
a two-run home run over the right
field fence in the first inning, which
plated nine Blue Devils. Kerr added a
single in the second inning. Murray,
who had two plate appearances, ham-
mered a two-run homer over the
leftfield fence then added an RBI
double. Jenkins slammed a two-run
shot over the leftfield fence.

May 3, 2008: Threats of rain hov-
ered over Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield all afternoon on May 3 but
the real soaking occurred over the
back of Westfield Head Coach Jack
Martin after the Blue Devils captured
their first Union County Relay cham-
pionship since 1983.

Blue Devils Evan Friedman, Gerard
Pierre, Josh Einbinder and Alex
Tarlow won the distance medley re-
lay (DMR) with a time of 10:33.2.
Blue Devils Adam Bergo, with a meet-
best distance of 45’9.25”, and
Malcolm Allen at 41’6.75” won the
triple jump with a distance of 87’4”.
Bergo, Jordan Johnson and Mike
Wikander won the high jump with a
height of 17’6”. Blue Devils Brandon
Heroux, Wikander and Pat Gray won
the team javelin with a distance of

466’6”. Heroux’s toss of 192’9” was
the top throw.

Raiders Mike Alleman (61’3”), Ja-
son Boff and Matt McQuoid won the
shot put with a distance of 149’2.5”.
Alleman, with a meet-best 158’6”,
McQuod and Boff also won the dis-
cus with a distance of 412’4”. Raiders
Mike Ragan, Martin Sweeney, Dan
Sapienza and Pat Doliber crossed first
in the 4x1,600 with a time of 18:21.7.

Early May, 2008: Westfield High
School (WHS) senior Brandon
Heroux will never be the same, at
least as compared to where he was
before he decided to give the sport of
track & field a try his sophomore
year. That decision resulted in some-
thing he never expected. His personal-
best throw of 202 feet in the javelin
earned him the distinction of becom-
ing first WHS student to win an indi-
vidual event at the prestigious Penn
Relays in Philadelphia.

May 3, 2008: Blue Devils Rose
Driscoll, Lisa Nehring, Cat Cognetti
and Tessa Schaaf set a meet record in
the 4x800 meters and Raiders Hayley
Cornwell, Cassy Valdes, Cathy Harley
and Brittney Veeck broke the meet
record in the 4x1,600 at the two-day
Union County girls relays at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on May 3.

Driscoll ran the first leg of the 4x800
and gave Nehring a comfortable 25-
meter lead. Cognetti received the ba-
ton with a 15-meter lead but was
overtaken after the first lap. Cognetti
regained the lead and handed off to
Schaaf, who ran a personal-record
(PR) 2:21.6 to cross the line in 9:36.5,
shattering the former record of 9:47.3
set by Summit last year.

In the 4x1,600, Valdes received the
baton from Cornwell, a freshman, in
fourth place and immediately soared
to the lead. Harley extended the lead
and from that point, Veeck ran away
from the rest and crossed the line in
21:50.9 to crush the previous record
of 22:02.8 set by Summit last year.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING A STRATEGIC RACE…Blue Devil Kaitlyn Johnson, right, drafts GL Highlander Emily Harriot in the anchor
leg of the 4x1,600 then overtakes her towards the end of her third lap to finish second (May 3/4, 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT THIRD BASE…Raider Anthony Scalfaro gets tagged out by Viking third baseman Anthony Coletti in the fourth
inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game on May 4, 2011. The Raiders won 7-1

Devilfish Deliver Packages
To Health Care Workers

While the Westfield Area YMCA
Devilfish had to abruptly end their
season prior to several Champion-
ship meets due to Covid-19, the swim-
mers are still coming together to help
those around them. Spearheaded by
sophomore Sarah Kennedy, a long
time Devilfish swim team member,

200 care packages were recently de-
livered to front-line healthcare teams
at the Trinitas Regional Medical Cen-
ter Emergency Room, Overlook
Medical Care Center Intensive Care
Unit, Memorial Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center Intensive Care Unit, and
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center Urgent Care Center. The
healthcare staff that received these
packages were overwhelmed with
gratitude and appreciation.

Kennedy said, “With our parents
both working at a hospital they are
required to have a mask on at all times
throughout the day. One day they came
home and their lips were chapped and
their hands were dry and in pain. My
sister and I decided that we wanted to
help fix this problem, not just for our
parents, but for all of the healthcare
workers in the area. My sister and I

came up with the idea of care pack-
ages so that the healthcare workers
can work without their lips being
chapped, their hands all dried, or their
feet being sore.” With this in mind,
she reached out to the Devilfish swim
team to make this happen.

Kennedy asked for donations of

chapstick, hair ties, travel sized lotion,
headbands and comfortable socks.
Donations were placed in a bin outside
of the house, and once collected, the
sisters made individual care packages
for the health care workers. The girls
reached out to Dr. John D’Angelo,
Chairman of Emergency Medicine at
Trinitas, who is a neighbor of theirs
and Clelia Biamonti, Executive Direc-
tor of the Overlook Foundation to do-
nate the care packages. The remainder
were taken to Memorial Sloan
Kettering by Janine and Matthew
Kennedy who both work there.

Thank you to Sarah Kennedy for
organizing this initiative and to all the
Devilfish families and Westfield com-
munity members for participating!
The Devilfish would also like to thank
all the health care and essential work-
ers who are helping every day.

BECAUSE THEY REALLY CARE...WHS sophomore and Devilfish member
Sarah Kennedy and her sister Emily display their Care Packages to be delivered
to several front-line healthcare teams.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO CLOSE TO CALL FROM HERE...Cougar base runner Andrew DiFrancesco
and Viking third baseman TJ Hartnett get involved in an extremely close call
during the fourth inning. DiFrancesco was ruled safe and later scored in the Union
County Tournament quarterfinal at Cranford (May 1, 2013).

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING A POTENTIAL THIEF…Blue Devil shortstop Cali Chambliss puts
the tag on Highlander Jenna Kulback after getting a fine throw from catcher
Emma Crossland in the fourth inning (May 3, 2011). GL edged Westfield 3-1.

Fred Lecomte (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY AT MIDFIELD...The Lady Raiders, in white, and the Cougars
battle for possession of the ball at midfield in the opening round of the Union
County Tournament in Scotch Plains on May 1, 2013. The Raiders won, 19-10.
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Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Katina Ackerman, Olivia Adams,
Nicholas Alber, Connor Alchus, Amira
Aliane, Dylan Allen, Gabrielle Aloe, Mia
Alvarez, Kaitlyn Amato, Jake Arrogante,
Taylor Arrogante, Delaney Baliko, Joseph
Barge, Sydney Blacker, Julianna Blanco,
Josephine Blundo, Kailey Bondarowicz,
Patrick Bourke, Alexandra Boylan,
Michael Braun, Ryan Bromm, Morgan
Brown, Nicole Brozak, Charles Bunin,
Catherine Buren, Remy Cardarelli,
Summer Carver, Josephine Cerino,
Jonathan Chaillet, Antoinette Chango,
Katherine Chouinard, Garret Clausen,
Jordan Clement, Daniel Coyle, Sabrina
Cruz, Aliyah Daniel, John Deitch, Carina
DelCore, Michael Dembiec, Robert
Dencker, Juliana Denning, Michael
DiFrancesco, Madison Diamond, Gabriel
Donatelli, Christopher Downey, Kayleigh
Downey, Sophie Drapkin, Jessica Eggert,
Geinner Fallas, Sean Fanning, Colin
Fitzgerald, Jennifer Fleck, Abigail
Friedman, Michaela Genty, Nicholas
Giamella, Isabelle Gilles, Kayla Giuffi,
Liam Giuliani, Mason Glod, Jada
Gomillion, Mary Jane Gonzales, Emily
Grill, Christina Gubernat, Sage Guensch,
Ryan Gumpel, Akhil Gundra, Jake Hahn,
Emma Hastrup, Lily Higgins, Olivia
Hobbs, Sarah Horn, Breanne Hoyte, Brian
Huang, Kyle Isolda, Amanda Jaffe,
Nicholas Januszanis, Aleesha Kearney,
Nicole Kenny, Tara Kenoff, Lauren
Kieltyka, Jacqueline Kirian, Gabrielle
Klausner, Jordan Kleinbaum, Brooke
Klurman, Miriam Kother, Prabvir
Kukreja, Mariami Kurdovanidze,
Nicholas LaFerrera, Ryan Lamberta,
Hannah Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster, Jack
Lapierre, Elizabeth Ley, Joy Lytch,
Valeria Macchini, Alexandra Machinski,
Aleezah Madraswalla, Raion Magallanes,
Lindsey Magee, Caden Mari, Joseph
Marta, Clara Masback, Ian McCormack,
James McNichol, Harrison Mills, Jessica
Mongold, Madison Montagna, Ryan
Montagna, Ethan Morrobel, Christina
Mouckas, Matthew Mouckas, Shawn
Mulligan, Owen Murphy, Kayla Nitti,
Kelly Nitti, Cassidy Novello, Emma
O’Brien, Evan Paul, Ashanti Pitter, Grace
Ponterio, Athena Postlewait, Esteban
Quinones, Christian Ramalho, Sarah Rata,
Samuel Reeson, Isabella Richardson,
Dana Ricketts, Patrick Ritter, Cassie
Robinson, Felipe Rodrigues, Sean
Rogers, Dominick Romano, Mallory
Rothweiler, Irina Ruzina, Henry
Saltzman, Jake Samitt, Dana Sapienza,
Julia Sassoon, Victoria Savoca, Julianna
Scarcella, Laura Schmidt, Maria Schmidt,
Rachel Schoss, David Schulman, Megan
Sheehy, Olivia Shih, Carter Slifer,
Madilynne Slifer, Julia Solsky, Carly
Spellman, Skylar Stagaard, Brett Strug,
Maya Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri, Michael
Tardi, Meghan Taylor, Emma Thumann,
Madison Toll, Joseph Touris, Andres
Trujillo, Christopher Tsuchiya, Caroline
Vivanco, Danielle Vuono, Kaylah Webb,
Brandon Weinberg, Ryan Widman,
Kaelah Wiggins, Sophia Wilkins, Lexa
Winigrad, Eli Wolman, Tara Wolman,
Jonathan Yu, Anton Zambell, Olivia
Zambrio

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Taylor Anthony, Jared Arkin, Eden
Austin, Marissa Bamrick, Nicholas
Belford, Evan Bensulock, Eric Berkins,
Michael Besante, Jacob Bottomly, Declan
Byrne, Lucas Carinhas, Ian Celardo, Lea
Cerini, Alexa Chan, Ryan Ciarrocca,
James Cirillo, Michael Couso, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Mahlya Dockery, Samuel
Feinberg, Justin Fletcher, Ryan Flynn,
Lauren G, Alexander Halpin, Keli Hayes,
Matthew Iarrapino, Emelyne Johns,
Malcolm Kahora, Gabrielle Khan, Jesse
Kocha, Ana Kurdovanidze, Ashleigh
Lancaster, Charles Levine, Miles Longo,
Samantha Mahmet, Jordan Margolis,
Danasia McDonald, Carys McDowell,
Christopher Muskus, John O’Connor,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Christina Pham,
Lindsey Porchetta, Sophie Pritchett, Ethan
Rafal, Gabriella Ramos, Aadith Ratish,
Olivia Robertiello, William Robertson,
Robert Root, Nathalie Rosas-Mora, Lucas
Route, Carolina Samuelian, Samantha
Samuelian, Kristina Sapienza, Alanah
Scott, Matthew Skolar, Yunus Tozlu,
Siddarth Vadavatha, Derick Vega, Sean
Vlkovic, Hailey Walden, Brian Weideli,
Grace White, Justin Williams, Christopher
Womelsdorf, Harrison Wustefeld,
Samantha Yip, Alley Zakarin, Ashley
Zielenbach, Rachel Zucker

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Ezri Abraham, Oluwaseun Adekunle,
Chloe Alce, Kyra Antonello, Mia Aponte,
Jesse Artz, Kotey Ashie, Kayla Avila,
Tobias Bachman, Tracy Bagdonas, Lydia
Baik, Andrew Baker, Elena Balecha,
Anjila Banks, Lindsey Bartley, Eshaan
Basu, Julia Blaschak, Dylan Bordman,
Grace Brennan, Lauren Brenner, Nicole
Britt, Marissa Burton, Olivia Calcaterra,
Anthony Cammarano, Anthony Castelli,
Luke Checchio, Emma Chichester,
Juliette Ciullo, Rikyah Cline, Noah Cocca,
Abigail Colao, Abigail Conklin, Devin
Cooke, Dante Corsaro, John Michael
Cristobal, Eric Cunningham, Meredith
Czurlanis, John Dazzo, Eric De Maria,
Katherine DeFouw, Michael DePaola,
Matthew Dembiec, Rhythm Desai, Amit
Deshpande, Colin Dickscheid, Sofia
Dietze, Dylan Dombrowski, Owen
Donahue, Shannon Downey, Matthew
Drubulis, Ryan Duthie, Kaleigh Einhorn,
Ryan Eng, Gabriella Essenfeld, Melissa
Falk, Alexander Fazzino, Mary Fazzino,
Conor Feeney, Besnik Ferizi, Owen
Ferrone, Hannah Filler, Claire Fisher,
Olivia Fletcher, Lucia Fontana, Justyanna
Fortna, Joshua Fox, Jamie Frank,
Benjamin Freedman, Dylan Fuimo,
Dennis Gannon, Ava Gelling, Erika Mae
Gonzales, Emma Guan, Chloe Hahn, Ava
Hausle, Rebecca Hernandez, Elisa
Herstatt, Lily Holston, Marlena Holston,
Ryen Hoover, Victor Johnson, Ryan
Jones, Katherine Judge, Ishwari Katdare,
Jordan Katz, Zuri Kennedy, Joseph Kern,
Emily Kessler, Ibraheem Khan, Paul
Koizumi, Josephine Kole-Emmanuel,
Benjamin Krauss, Hannah Kriney, Shelby
Kumpf, Sean Lage, Nia Lagurashvili,

Sophia Lama, Rebecca Lancaster, Joseph
Larmore, Elisa Laurenzano, Maura Leahy,
Evelyn Liang, Julia Liberto, Li Hong Lin,
Matthew London, Megan Lozito, Jolie
Lubalin, Rachel Lubeck, Lucas Mackey,
Jack Manville, Michael Marino, Roy
McGowan, Jordan McQuoid, Mae
Merkle, Sean Merkle, James Middleton,
Natalie Mikula, Rachel Miller, Hadley
Moran, Emily Muench, Brendan Mullany,
Natalia Nervi, Sabrina Ngu, Max Niessen,
Jayden Nyamiaka, Maxwell Oross, Nicole
Oslislo, Michael Paleski, Thomas Peeney,
Max Perone, Roman Perrelli, Derek
Porter, Faith Price, Kaitlyn Reilly,
Nicholas Rettino, Sarai Reuben, Julian
Rijo, Carly Rinaldi, Juan Diego Rojas
Camargo, Miles Roper, Hadley Rose,
Emma Route, Abigail Ryan, Dillon Ryan,
Katherine Ryan, Matthew Sabony,
Cassandra Salot, Paul Schiumo, Jessica
Schramm, Erica Schug, Christina Scizak,
Alexa Seefeldt, Rohan Shah, Christopher
Shapiro, Daniel Sicinski, Caitlyn Sinagra,
Serena Sirchio, Christopher Skwirut,
Rachel Small, Margaret Smith, Daniel
Soler, Samuel Sosnowski, Lucy Spitzer,
Sydney Sprechman, Nathaniel Sta Rosa,
Madison-Anne StaRosa, Isabella Sutton,
Alexandra Swiatek, Haley Tavares,
Nicholas Tittanegro, Justin Tran,
Benjamin Tucker, Arianna Ursino, Daniel
Villacreses-Montoya, Allison Vlkovic,
Maya Waldman, Carly Walker, Cadence
Weiss, Allison Weisser, Alexander
Werkheiser, David Wernsing, Zoe
Wernsing, Kaci White, Hayden Widder,
Jonathan Wiener, Taylor Winslow, Jamie
Wirth, Zackery Wong, Madelyn Yessman,
Q Zara

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Sohaila Abdelkader, Andrew Acosta,
Thomas Agueros, Akinbusola
Akinwunmi, Adam Ali, Pawel
Baniukiewicz, AnayBasu, Sofia
Beardsley, Jake Bensulock, Ethan
Berkman, Benjamin Brenner, Erika Bretz,
Amaya Casterlow, Justin Chan, Brianna
Chaves, Kaelie Chung, Haley Cino,
Charles Coolidge, Vincent Cucci,
Nicholas DeSanto, Joseph Decker, Joseph
Diquollo, Aaron Dore, Rachel Ducran,
Georgio Elenis, Colin Fanning, David
Farin, Maura Farrell, Daniel Ferrone,
Monica Forman, Olivia Fusillo, Joshua
Garcia, Jade Glassman, Brandon
Greenberg, Anabelle Griffin, Alexis
Gutierrez, Justin Handy, Abigail Hanvey,
Paul Harris, Ethan Heifetz, Jackson
Hopkins, Taylor Hopkins, Meredith
Hough, Zachary Jachera, Amina Jones,
Luke Jones, Sean Kennedy, Hailey
Kinard, Gabrielle Lancaster, Meagan
Lavin, Cynthia Liang, Noah Lievre, Dallas
Lorenzetti, Jordan Lowe, Zachary
Lubeck, Raul Lugo, Corinne Lyght, Alexa
Mach, Shawn Martin, William Mauer,
Amanda Mayer, Patricia McHugh, Kali
McKinney, Vincent Milano, Samuel
Mundle, Clare Murphy, Holly Nelson,
Jake Niessen, Julianne O’Brien, Samuel
Oross, Kayla Paprocki, Ethan Pawelec,
Olivia Pogroszewska, Lucien Prophete,
Ralph Ramos, Nicholas Rayan, Haley
Richardson, Jerry Rodriguez-Mercado,
Chloe Rousseau, Nicolas Ruggiero,
Amanda Saba, Marcus Sandy, Dennis
Santos, William Schetelich, Erica
Schindler, Alessandra Serio, Michael
Shapiro, Armend Sinanovic, Alexander
Smith, Christopher Smith, Nicholas
Susino, Myles Talmadge, Mackenzie
Trenk, Giorgiana Vacca, Jamie Valian,
Alexa Vierschilling, Ryann Wall, Eric
Watt, Quinn Williamson, Ciara Worthey

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Bridget Abbott, Liam Abbott, Mary
Adekunle, Aliyah Adkins, Robert Alber,
Dana Ascolesi, Alice Bachman, Rachel
Barattucci, Thomas Baylock, Matthew
Bender, Ava Berry, Joseph Berry, Moumit
Bhattacharjee, Mourik Bhattacharjee, Kai
Bobrow, Julia Bonhote, Marin Brace,
Luke Brencsons, Carter Brodsky, Kyle
Burger, John Burke, Ariel Burman, Avery
Burman, Camila Cabrera, Ruby
Calabrese, Ciro Casimiro, Anthony
Cerino, Kelly Chesky, Carter Chin,
Victoria Cirillo, Sofia Ciullo, Colin
Clarke, Sofia Corsaro, Isabella Cukrow,
Kaelin Cunningham, Ashley
DeFrancesco, Jake DeGaetano, Julia
DeVizio, Jonathan Dickstein, Lily Dimon,
Grace Downey, Terence Downey, Riley
Dwyer, Lindsay Edelman, Samantha
Edelman, Isabel Elimu, Bridget Ennis,
Jeffrey Fezza, Amanda Filipski, Lauren
Fitzgerald, Olivia Fleischer, Alessandro
Frias, Audrey Gabbai, Joshua Gabbai,
Katelyn Gaulin, Alexa Gingold, Alyssa
Glickstein, Evan Gomillion, Catherine
Grandmaison, Lauren Hahn, Zachary
Harmer, Jodi Hayes, Aidan Heifetz,
Amanda Hill, Connor Hoffman, Chloe
Howell, Lily Hughes, Jacob Jablon, Julia
Jackson, Quinn Jackson, Ava Jacobsen,
Madeline Joe, Nina Johnson, Akeliah
Joseph, SherinKachroo, Maeve Kahora,
Jacob Kanterman, Joseph Kaplan, Cecelia
Kelly, Grace Kennedy, Riya Kishen,
Alyona Kladova, Taylor Klein, Leah
Klurman, Ryan Koehler, Rhutu Kulkarni,
Richa Kulkarni, Jenna Lee, Sophia Lerner,
Matthew Levine, Olivia Linderman,
Nithyaraajitha Lokesh, Jackson Lubalin,
Lauren Magrino, Gianna Mavilla,
Zachary Mawby, Marin McAlindin,
Eamonn McGovern, Ava McKenzie,
Gabriel Melville, Allison Miller, Kaitlyn
Mohabir, Christopher Moniz, Aislinn
Mooney, Gavin Morrobel, Kayla Morrow,
Rory Moser, Ayden Mullins,
ShyanaNanshah, Isaiah Nathaniel, Jazlyn
Navarro Jimenez, Igor Nikolin, Therese
Nitro, Kyle Nolan, Christian Normant,
Vanessa Ossy, Elizabeth Parvin, Andrew
Perper, Aditya Phatak, Matthew Power,
Elle Priesing, Gabriella Pugliese, Elina
Puri, Mariam Ramazashvili, Grace
Rehrer, Conor Reilly, Jonathan Rembish,
Jessica Rojek, Peri Roper, Emilia
Saccento, Noah Sadler, Anna Saltzman,
Naome Samuel- Williams, Isabela
Segarra, Evan Sena, Sophie Shapiro,
Amelia Sherman, Anna Sicoli, Emily
Sicoli, Dante Silva, Tyler Sinetar, Victoria
Solsky, Jessica Steinberg, John Stellakis,
Diana Stinkova, Rebecca Strug, Giovanni
Sullivan-Massa, Anna Szczuka, Hadassah
Tabak, Madison Tabares, Jason
Tannenbaum, Jason Trivisonno, Marcos

Trujillo, Morgan Tsin, Miles Varner,
Lucas Vega, Johnathan Vu, Samantha
Walden, Emily Walsh, Megan Walsh,
Alyssa Warbeck, Julianna Warren, Jamie
Weinberg, Stella Whitefield, Dorothy
Wilson, Kerrin Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa,
Emily Yang, Julia Yick, Thomas Ziegler,
Naiomi Ziekert

Grade 10
Honor Roll

John Adekunle, Andrew Allen, Vincent
Augello, Michael Banic, James Barth,
Ryan Beauregard, Aiden Birnbaum,
Meagan Bourke, Stephanie Brown, Jodi
Carmant, Jaden Carter, Ryan Chaillet
Grande, Ava Chin, Benjamin Cohen,
Camille Cooke, Cole Cooke, Lila Dasi,
Eve Delaney, Francesca DiLollo, Robert
Dobies, Christopher Domiciano, Jack
Eckstine, Kerry Ericksen, Nicholas
Evangelista, Joshua Friedson, Emily
Friscia, Alicia Goff, David Green, Natalie
Green, Christopher Groom, Emily
Hayeck, Megan Hillyer, Eli Horgan,
SeifeldinHosny, Julia John, Amir
Johnson, Brendan Karyczak, Dylan Klein,
Robert Koch, Viktoria Kozak, James
Lapidus, Robert Lerner, Noah Levy,
Annette Liang, Alexander Lo, Jordan
Lopac, Melanie Lowell, Rachel Manette,
Julian Martin, Alexa Martorano, Marlaina
Martucci, Caitlin Maughan, Wilbur May,
Connor McCreesh, Brandon Melnitsky,
Nia Mixson, Jake Monroy, Ava Musano,
Kenneth Nelson, Alessia Novello, Sophia
Novello, Lea Oduro, Nkem Okorie, Sara
Pham, Charlotte Pollack, Ethan
Raderman, Gianna Riefler, Aidan
Robertson, Brodie Robertson, Anthony
Robinson, Kayleigh Robinson, Benjamin
Root, Samuel Rouder, Samantha Ruane,
Sydney Sadler, Damon Schumann,
Andrew Seith, Alexander Smith, Connor
Spellman, Max Sponheimer, Russ-
Emmanuel Sta Rosa, James Sullivan,
Molly Sullivan, Eleni Theocharopoulou,
Aidan Trenery, Aaron Tsvayberg, Tyrell
Weir, Eliyah Wong, Julia Zambrio

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Goyce Abadeir, Benjamin Abrams,
Melania Acampora, Olivia Aiere, Emma
Alchus, Hasan Ali, Diego Arcila, Naa
Dei Ashie, Minahal Azhar, Abigail
Balagot, Henrique Barbosa, Andrew
Bartley, Elizabeth Bedatsky, Grace
Beirne, Riley Bhatia, Elisa Bianco, Ava
Billotto, Thomas Bongiorno, Chloe
Burfeindt, Lucy Burke, Isabella
Calamusa, Lily Camacho, Orencia
Casimiro, Claire Cassidy, Matthew
Castucci, Ryan Cawley, Nicholas
Champagne, Christopher Chan, Cara
Checchio, Samuel Chichester, Brody
Chin, Alec Choi, Zachary Chung,
Benjamin Cohn, Sean Columb, Francisco
Cunha, Syona Dalvi, Rushil Damania,
Gabriella Damens, Ananda Daniel,
Isabella DeCrosta, Meredith DeFouw,
Joseph DeSantis, Disha Debnath, Ivana
Delgado-Arvelo, Nishaan Desai, Sofia
Di Iorio, Madison Diaz, Olivia Eckstine,
Marco Facao, Emma Fang, Emmet
Feeney, Sara Feeney, Matthew Fela, Ethan
Filler, Weston Fischer, Stephen Folkart,
Lily Friebely, Jessica Gallagher, Sophia
Gallo, Grace Germinder, Pari Gill,
Andrew Giuliani, Tessa Going, Sophie
Gotliboym, Jessica Gui, Charlotte
Gumpel, Diego Gutierrez, Jacob Hall,
Annie Hansen, Leah Herb, Camila
Hernandez, Avery Higinbotham, Owen
Higinbotham, Dara Hsu, Jacob Jones,
Meredith Kenoff, Rebecca Kessler,
Morgan Kinard, Samantha Klausner,
Nicholas Korteling, Khan Lagemann,
Alisa Lamastra, Christopher Largoso,
Samuel Leibowitz, Gavin Lesnevich,
Declan Lowrey, Ava Mach, Shehzad
Madraswalla, Anthony Malta, Emma
Margolis, Mikayla Mari, Kaelan Mattos,
Ella Mauer, Thomas Metzger, Giulianna
Milano, Kyle Minall, Danielle Most,
Stephanie Muenzen, Paul Mullarkey,
Alicia Murphy, Calum Murray, Matthew
Murray, Ava Mustacciuolo, Jessica
Navarro, Matthew Nervi, Ava Niemczyk,
Emma Nobile, Alexis O’Brien, Diego
Otero, Sophia Paleski, Sarah Paolella,
Dylan Patel, Jay Patel, Samantha Phillips,
Harrison Potocek, Brigitte Priel, Zoe
Quraishi, Parker Raham, Katherine
Ramalho, Vikram Ravishankar, Jordana
Reisberg, Kady Rettino, Matthew
Reynolds, Morgan Ritter, Lucas Rivera,
Sophia Romeo, Jordana Romero Jimenez,
Bridget Ryan, Nikita Sahasrabudhe,
Abbie Sapira, Finn Sautner, Arnav
Saxena, Nicholas Schmidt, Emma
Schramm, Niyati Shah, Melanie Sheng,
Alexey Sidorenko, Mireille Silva, Abigail
Skibinsky, Jay Slack, Elizabeth Sleat,
Andrew Smith, Madeleine Smith,
Gabrielle Smulewitz, Anna Soifer,
Dominic Souza, Olivia Stahley, Briana
Talmadge, Hazel Thurman, Rylee Tighe,
Raymond Tran, Kelsey Tse, Gianna
Tucker, Ryan Van Ostenbridge, Natasha
Vega, Jayleen Velez, Isabelle Verrico,
Maya Viscardi-Carelse, Christina Wang,
Elijah Ware, Haley Warren, Patrick Watt,
Sophie White, Georgia Williamson, Kiley
Wirth, Bennet Xia, Thomas Yick, Jeremy
Zimmerman

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Samuel Anger, Matthew Angulo,
Caitlin Applebee, Alyssa Barbossa, Kyla
Bonet, Eric Botney, Kyle Brainard,
Shayna Braunstein, Michael Brennan,
David Anthony Candari, Mia Cutaia,
Raymond Dickscheid, William Dietrich,
Matthew Dolowy, Joseph Domingues,
Jack Fallo, Shaylin Farley, Lindsay
Fefferman, Dylan Fei, Sean Ferrone,
Maxwell Fountain, Bradley Frank, Emmet
Fynes, Thomas Gain, Katarina Gindel,
Michael Grill, Etienne Groom, Katelyn
Haggerty, Paige Hagman, Maya Handler,
Evan Hanvey, Trevor Headrick, Emily
Homer, Kevin Indoe, Aniket Iyer, Tyler
Jachera, Ethan Jaffe, Luke Kalafat, Joseph
Kowalczyk, Devanshi Kumar, Elene
Lagurashvili, Catherine Lavin, Wesley
Lewis, John Paul Lopez, Austin
Lorenzetti, Dylan Mathew, Denys Muryn,
Alden Nyamiaka, Daniel O’Brien,
Katelyn Oser, Nefeli Pappas, Ria
Paranjape, Reese Priel, Zachary Redling,
Nicholas Sanchez, Gabriel Sandy, Nicolas
Sbordi, Jaden Simeonidis, Sean Stuart,
Andrew Susino, Elizabeth Tedesco,
Anthony Tittanegro, Kaelin Tricoche, Ava
Van Tassel, Danielle Wester, Sydney
Williams, Dylan Young, Mattingly Zullo

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School - 3rd Marking Period

Your business can sponsor the Honor Roll
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AMENDMENT
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2020

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND 2020

ANTICIPATED ANTICIPATED
FROM TO

1. Surplus 650,000.00 640,000.00
3. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 1,302,881.32 1,268,881.32
6. Amount To be Raised By Taxes 6,321,245.82 6,208,177.82

Total General Revenues 8,653,217.94 8,496,149.94

APPROPRIATED APPROPRIATED
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND FROM TO
1. Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages 3,171,025.00 3,100,157.00

     Other Expenses 2,552,253.00 2,506,053.00
3. Capital Improvements 115,000.00 75,000.00

Total General Appropriations 8,653,217.94 8,496,149.94

Notice is hereby given that the budget amendment was approved by the Borough Council of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union on April 23rd, 2020. A hearing on the budget amendment may be held at the
Municipal Building, * 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, or may be held via phone conference on
May 28, 2020, at 7:15 o’clock ( PM ) at which time and place objections to the Budget amendment for the
year 2020 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

**Copies of the detailed budget amendment are available in the office of Christina Ariemma, Borough
Clerk, at the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07207, (908) 789 - 0710, during
the hours of 9:00(A.M.) to 4:30(P.M.).

*Notice of telephone conference information will be posted on www.garwood.org and Garwood Facebook
Page.

**Copies of the detailed budget are available in the vestibule of the the Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue,Garwood, New Jersey 07207, anytime. (908) 789-0710

The budget can be requested by emailing C-Ariemma@garwood.org or online at www.garwood.org. Or
requested by USPS mail by writing to C. Ariemma, Borough of Garwood, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027.
1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $116.28

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Jeanine Gottko Is Honored With
Westfield Rotary’s Philhower Fellowship

WESTFIELD — Jeanine Gottko is
the 2020 recipient of the Rotary Club
of Westfield’s Philhower Fellowship,
which recognizes outstanding teach-
ing at the elementary-school level.
Ms. Gottko taught first and fifth grades
at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield before working with both
students and teachers in the district as
a master technology teacher.

Ms. Gottko received the news on
April 23 during a virtual meeting
with Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and Pro-
grams Paul Pineiro, to which Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Margaret
Dolan paid a surprise virtual visit.

“Jeanine is so deserving of this
important recognition,” said Super-
intendent Dolan. “Her years as a class-
room teacher combined with an im-
pressive knowledge of digital learn-
ing tools and technology has been
invaluable to our school community,
especially during the educational up-
heaval caused by COVID-19.”

A Westfield native, Ms. Gottko
joined the Westfield Public School
District in 1997 as a first-grade
teacher at Franklin, moving down
the hall two years later to teach fifth
grade for 13 years.

“I always hoped I would teach in
Westfield because I had received
such an outstanding education here
and I knew what a wonderful dis-
trict it was,” said Ms. Gottko, who
received a Bachelor of Science in
Education from the University of
Delaware in 1997. “I also liked the
sense of community and the ability
to continue the district’s tradition
of excellence for future students.”

In nominating Ms. Gottko, a team
of teachers at Tamaques Elementary
School noted her expertise in instruc-
tional technology. “Her knowledge
and skills reflect her continued pur-
suit of professional growth in this
rapidly-changing field,” the group
wrote in a nominating letter. “Our
recent abrupt switch to distance learn-
ing put Jeanine’s skills in the spot-
light, as she is suddenly in charge of
teaching everyone in the district, in-
cluding staff, administrators and par-
ents, how to use an overwhelming
number of different tools. She has
instilled in all of us that we are ca-
pable of using technology to make
distance learning effective.”

Ms. Gottko has been a master
technology teacher for grades K-8
for the past seven years, serving as
an instructional coach for teachers
and administrators, planning and
conducting professional develop-
ment sessions, and visiting class-
rooms to incorporate technology
into student lessons.

In 2013, she was named one of
the National School Boards
Association’s “20 to Watch,” a pres-
tigious recognition of “emerging
U.S. education leaders for their abil-
ity to inspire fellow educators and
their innovative use of technology
to contribute to the creation of high-
quality learning environments.”

Ms. Gottko has created a Dis-
tance Learning webpage for par-
ents, with helpful e-learning re-

sources on Webex, Google Hang-
outs/Meets, Google Classroom, and
other digital instructional tools.

As a longtime teacher, Ms. Gottko
said she enjoys keeping up with
what former students are doing.
“Quite a few have become teachers
themselves and others are doing ex-
traordinary things despite having
lives that weren’t as simple as they
planned,” she remarked.

She credits her parents, former
Rotarian and Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Ed Gottko and Jean
Gottko, a nurse, with encouraging
her to volunteer outside the class-
room. “My parents always encour-
aged me to join different commit-
tees, to play a role in my community,
and to never limit myself,” she said.

“To be nominated by my fellow
teachers also means so much to me,”
Ms. Gottko said. “I know it may sound

PHILHOWER HONOREE...Jeanine Gottko is this year’s recipient of the Rotary
Club of Westfield’s Philhower Fellowship, in recognition of her years as an
exceptional elementary-school and master technology teacher. She is pictured
working with two students.

cliché, but I truly do share this award
with all of the teachers in the district
who are doing an amazing job in such
a trying and stressful time. I am so
proud and in awe of how they are
navigating this new frontier in educa-
tion while also being a support system
for their students and families.”

The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor late former Westfield
Rotarian Charles Philhower, who
was supervising principal (superin-
tendent) of Westfield schools for
three decades, and to recognize the
importance of teaching in the el-
ementary grades.

Ms. Gottko received the Philhower
Award on Tuesday during a virtual
Rotary Club meeting. That evening,
she was recognized as well at a virtual
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education.

Jordan Cimring Lauds Help
Of Muhlenberg Career Ctr.
ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Jordan

Cimring of Scotch Plains recently
praised the Muhlenberg Career Center
at Muhlenberg College for the guid-
ance that took him from his first intern-
ship application to the “dream job” he
will start after graduating this month.

Mr. Cimring, an economics and
finance double major and member
of the Muhlenberg men’s soccer
team, began working with the
Muhlenberg Career Center his first
year on campus and continued
through the next four years. Now, as
he receives his degree, he knows
where his future begins.

To learn how the Career Center
connects with Muhlenberg commu-
nity members to produce powerful
outcomes, visit its website at
muhlenberg.edu.

Founded in 1848, Muhlenberg is a
private, four-year residential, liberal
arts college located in Allentown, Pa.
With an undergraduate enrollment of

approximately 2,200 students, it of-
fers programs in the arts, humanities,
natural sciences and social sciences
as well as selected pre-professional
programs, including accounting, busi-
ness, education and public health.

The college is affiliated with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. A member of the Centennial
Conference, Muhlenberg competes in
22 varsity sports.

NJYS Offering Free
Online Programming
NEW PROVIDENCE — The New

Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) con-
tinues to offer free online program-
ming with a series of workshops ex-
ploring the orchestral excerpt require-
ments for the NJYS 2020-2021 sea-
son auditions.

The series, held on the video
conferencing platform Zoom, takes
place every Friday, from 4 to 5 p.m.,
through May 15. The series began
on April 25 with a strings work-
shop, featuring violinist Naomi
Youngstein; cellist Sofia Nowik; and
double bassist Anthony Morris, and
will continue with the schedule be-
low. Students must sign up online at
NJYS.org to attend the virtual work-
shops. For more information, call
(908) 771-5544.

Friday, May 8, Michael Stewart,
viola; Don Batchelder, trumpet;
Vernon Post, trombone; Julius
Tolentino and Matt Slocum, Jazz
Workshop.

Friday, May 15, TBA Flute,
Oboe, and Percussion workshops.
More information is available at
NJYS.org.

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

– Obituaries – Eileen Howard, 93, Loving Mother And
Grandmother, Rahway Hospital Nurse
Eileen Howard (née Tangney), 93,

passed away peacefully at home on
Saturday, 18 April 2020, after a long
illness. Her death was not related to
the current COVID-19 pandemic.

“Lile” was born in Rosnacarthna
Mor, Faha, Killarney, County Kerry,
Ireland, and attended Faha Cross
School and The Presentation Con-
vent Secondary School, Killarney,
where her lifelong love of learning
was kindled. She worked and attended
nursing school at Dulwich Hospital,
London, England, before emigrating
to the United States in 1953. She
worked several years at The Marga-
ret Hague Hospital, Jersey City, and
Alexian Brothers Hospital and Eliza-
beth General Hospital, both in Eliza-
beth, N.J., before settling with her
family in Rahway, N.J., where she
would continue to serve the commu-
nity as a Rahway Hospital nurse, ris-

ing to become Assistant Director of
Nursing, Evenings, before retiring in
1991. She was a longtime parishioner
of Saint Mary’s Church, Rahway, and
after moving to Cranford in 1995, of
Saint Michael Church, Cranford.

Mrs. Howard was predeceased by
her husband, fellow Kerryman John,
in 2016; her four siblings, Michael,
William, Noreen and Paddy, and her
niece, Colleen Tangney Mattioli. She
is survived by her five children, Jerry,
Mary, Agnes, Patrick and Jill; their
spouses, and seven grandchildren.

She was a self-sacrificing and lov-
ing mother, a solicitous and dedi-
cated nurse, and a decisive and prac-
tical manager.

“Beannacht De ort!”
Funeral services have been handled

by Gray Funeral Home of Westfield,
N.J.

May 7, 2020

Bereavement Seminar Goes
Online Starting Saturday

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford has an-
nounced it is moving its free bereave-
ment seminar, “Journey to Whole-
ness — Healing the Grieving Heart,”
online, to best adjust to the current
pandemic landscape.

This seminar will take place this
Saturday, May 9, and the following
Saturday, May 16, from 6 to 8 p.m.
each evening. Those interested in
participating should call Patti Will-
iams, R.N., seminar founder and a
certified pastoral bereavement coun-
selor, to register at (908) 709-1341.

According to Governor Phil
Murphy, the pandemic has resulted in
an increased rate of depression, alco-
holism, frustration and overall hope-
lessness. This seminar will introduce
tools and methods for participants to
use during this difficult time period of
self-isolation and quarantine, while
learning how to cope in a positive
fashion.

Mrs. Williams and psychologist
Virginia Waters, Ph.D., both of
Cranford, founded this program 20
years ago, which to date has helped
more than 3,000 people experience
healing, find a new purpose for their
lives and feel joy once again.

“The Journey to Wholeness semi-
nar aims to assist in all sorts of loss –
jobs, divorce, death and more. How-

ever, the COVID-19 pandemic has
introduced a new type of loss that our
society has not seen in over 100 years
– a loss of our normal lives. The
uncertainty introduced into
everyone’s lives has sent us reeling. It
is Virginia’s and my goal to help our
attendees navigate these uncertain
times, process their grief and have
effective tools to overcome this unique
loss,” said Mrs. Williams.

The sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and understanding
the tasks of the grieving process, cop-
ing strategies and tools for the jour-
ney, taking good care of oneself, deal-
ing with changes, decisions, loneli-
ness, holidays, anniversaries, build-
ing a support system and more.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives and share from “the
inside out.” Participants may have fam-
ily members and friends join them for
the sessions. All faiths are welcome.

The seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Reverend
Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who had a
vision for this program and a desire to
help others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

For more information about the
program, visit firstprescranford.org/
journey-to-wholeness-healing-the-
grieving-heart/.

JFSCNJ Zoom Session
To Address Job Search

WESTFIELD AREA — Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey (JFSCNJ) will present an infor-
mational program on “How To Find A
Job During the Pandemic” on
Wednesday, May 13, at 10 a.m., via
Zoom. The presentation will be led
by Susan Reeves, JFSCNJ career spe-
cialist. This program is free and open
to the entire community.

“Over 900,000 individuals in New
Jersey have lost jobs due to the clo-
sure of many businesses during the
coronavirus pandemic,” said Mrs.
Reeves. “JFSCNJ, a non-sectarian
health and social service agency, is
here to assist those who need help
with their job search during this time
of crisis.”

Mrs. Reeves, a career coach who
focuses on job-search skills and strat-
egies, uses her knowledge of recruit-
ment and human resources to help
job seekers navigate the current job
market.

To join the Zoom session and re-
ceive an invitation, email Mrs. Reeves
at sreeves@jfscentralnj.org.

TIME GOES ON...This Federalist tall-case clock (grandfather clock) has a label
inside indicating: “Made and Sold by John Scudder, Cabinetmaker, Westfield.”
It is believed that the clock was made between 1795 and 1815. The clock continues
to tell time and strikes hourly with a pleasant clear tone, when regularly wound.
It was a gift, in 1996, to the Town of Westfield from Kurt C. Bauer, the late
publisher of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. At the
time, Mayor Bud Boothe recommended that the clock be located in the Reeve
House after it opened as a museum. In 2018, Mayor Shelley Brindle presented the
clock to the Westfield Historical Society for display in the Reeve House. It had been
displayed in the Mayors’ offices since 1996.

Emma Calabrese Initiated
Into Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — Emma
Calabrese of Scotch Plains recently
was initiated into The Honor Soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s
oldest and most selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor society, which
has its national headquarters in Ba-
ton Rouge, La. She was initiated at
The College of New Jersey.

Emma is among approximately
30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only
and requires nomination and ap-
proval by a chapter.

Only the top 10 percent of se-
niors and 7.5 percent of juniors are
eligible for membership. Graduate
students in the top 10 percent of
the number of candidates for gradu-
ate degrees also may qualify, as do
faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved schol-

arly distinction.
Phi Kappa Phi was founded in

1897 under the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus L. Urann,
who had a desire to create a different
kind of honor society: one that rec-
ognized excellence in all academic
disciplines. Today, the Society has
chapters on more than 300 campuses
in the United States and the Philip-
pines. Its mission is “To recognize
and promote academic excellence in
all fields of higher education and to
engage the community of scholars in
service to others.”

Since its founding, more than
1.5 million members have been ini-
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi. Some of
its’ notable members are former
President Jimmy Carter, NASA as-
tronaut Wendy Lawrence, novelist
John Grisham and YouTube co-
founder Chad Hurley. Each year,
Phi Kappa Phi awards nearly $1
million to outstanding students and
members through graduate and dis-
sertation fellowships, undergradu-
ate study abroad grants, funding
for post-baccalaureate develop-
ment, and grants for local, national
and international literacy initia-
tives. For more information, visit
phikappaphi.org.

Historical Soc. Seeks
Input on Pandemic

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society is asking for the
public’s help in documenting the
COVID-19 pandemic for its archives.

Members of the community are
invited to send in photos, drawings,
videos, essays, poems and anything
else that they think speaks to the
impact of the pandemic in the
Westfield community.

Items may be sent to the attention
of Westfield Historical Society
Trustee Robert Wendel at the
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
email address, or to the Google Drive
folder link listed on the Westfield
Historical Society website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org. Par-
ticipants can include their name and
contact information or remain anony-
mous.

Westfield Eagle Scout
Catalogues Monuments

WESTFIELD — To complete his
Eagle Scout Award project, Joey
Maldonado recently worked with the
Westfield Historical Society Archives
volunteers in cataloging the dozens
of monuments, historical markers and
plaques placed throughout Westfield.

To view Joey’s work, interested per-
sons are invited to check out an interac-
tive Google map showing all the sites.
They can then walk around Westfield,
stop at each monument and learn more
of the history of Westfield. The map
may be accessed at sites.google.com/
view/westfieldhistoricalmarkers/.

Further information is available
on the Westfield Historical
Society’s website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Many of us remember studying
history, in awe of stories of survival
by many subjected to disasters, war,
civil unrest and plagues. Often won-
dering, how did people get through
those horrible situations? Even now,
hearing about worldwide events of
tragic proportions — earthquakes,
flooding, violent regimes — feel-
ing blessed not to be in those trau-
matic, life-altering situations.

Unfortunately, much too close to
home, an invisible enemy, deadly
threat and “all out war,” has landed
on our own doorstep. It feels surreal.

Feeling a longing for normalcy,
we recall a time before face masks,
social distancing and seeing our
friends and family. Even missing
our mundane, daily routines. These
are extraordinary times.

How do we get through these un-
certain times? Trying to focus on
positives, keeping busy, exercising
and faith have been some ways many
have been able to cope. We have
learned some important things since
this all began, and many of these are
not so bad.

Seeing self-sacrifice of medical
professionals, all first responders
and “just average” Americans, we
realize people are basically good.
We want to help others. Most of us
adhere to the restrictions and new
daily life changes for ourselves to

stay safe – but also, to help others
and the overall common good.

People are looking for ways to
help others – comfort, support and
appreciate those in the medical field
and other first responders. Some
lining up to cheer for them, others
sending cards, messages and food.
Many making masks, collecting
food and offering to shop for eld-
erly or infirmed neighbors. All of
them strangers before the pandemic.

Perhaps we’ve developed a greater
sense of gratitude. For most of us,
our blessings are many: food, shel-
ter, “good” health, community sup-
port and love of family and friends.
So much taken for granted just a few
months ago. Appreciating what we
have and helping others is essential
to good mental health always.

Vital to the human experience,
faith, hope and love – are on our
minds today.

Family is not put aside for work,
the gym, salons, “other things to
do...” Learning the importance of
what really matters is possibly the
message we needed. Slow down,
stay safe, take care of yourself and
others. Not a bad way to
live...anyway.

***
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed

therapist with Youth and Family
Counseling Service, 233 Prospect
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908)
233-2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

Library Posts Online Events
For Adults During May

SCOTCH PLAINS — The doors
may be closed, but there is still plenty
going on at the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s digital branch, among them
several May offerings for adults.

Members of the community are
invited to join librarians on Thursday,
May 14, at 7 p.m., for “What Are You
Watching?” During this informal get-
together on Zoom, participants will
chat about whatever they have been
watching while at home, whether they
are using the library’s resources or
their personal collection.

The following Thursday, May 21, at
7 p.m., the Cookbook Club will host
its book club virtually so its many
dedicated members can stay connected.
Participants are encouraged to find
and make a frittata recipe and share the
results with other members via Zoom.

A Virtual Craft & Chat program
will be presented on Thursday, May

28, at 7 p.m. Participants are invited
to join Adult Services librarians and
other craft hobbyists for some virtual
connection. They may bring along
their work in progress for an opportu-
nity to craft together and chat about
how hobbies help them get through
this unique time.

Every Tuesday night on Facebook,
at 8 p.m., the library is offering First
Chapter: Virtual Storytime for Adults.
Each week, a librarian will spotlight
one of the many books from the
RBdigital Collection by reading the
first chapter.

With the exception of the Virtual
Storytimes, all of these events require
registration on the library’s website,
scotlib.org. Registered participants
will receive a Zoom link via email a
day or two before the meeting. For
more information, go to scotlib.org/
events or email library@scotlib.org.

Sewers Needed To
Make Cloth Masks

AREA — NJ Sews in Unity is an
all-volunteer group that sews free,
washable cloth masks for first re-
sponders and medical personnel. The
need is tremendous. The group is in
need of more sewers. Anyone who is
interested can join NJ Sewers via its
Facebook page at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s /
50491857094547/.
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Charles A. Burgdorf, 83, Family Man;
Very Active In Westfield Community
Charles Ambrose Burgdorf, 83,

entered eternal life on Friday, April
17, 2020, in Westfield, N.J., after a
long illness. Charlie’s family feels
blessed that his final wish of dying at
home in his own bedroom was ful-
filled. He leaves behind his wife,
Margaret (McGettigan), of fifty-seven
years; his son Charles
Michael and his wife,
Christina, of Manhasset,
N.Y.; grandson Brendan
and his wife, Jessica, of
Philadelphia, Pa.; grand-
daughters Sadie, Olivia
and Maelyn; grandsons
Christian and Toby; son
Patrick Hugh, his wife,
Erin, and their three chil-
dren, Eva, Hugh and Ella,
of Allenhurst, N.J.;
daughter-in-law, Betsey;
and cousin, James Barry
of Peekskill, N.Y.

Charlie first saw the light of day on
September 8, 1936 in Peekskill, N.Y.,
the only child of Ambrose Charles
Burgdorf and Catherine Agnes
Burgdorf (Taylor). His loving parents
raised him during World War II, and
even at an early age, he was a patriot
who practiced conservation. He col-
lected aluminum foil and paper during
wartime, for which he received an
award from his town.

He attended the Peekskill School
District through high school, where
he was an honor student, also excel-
ling in baseball, football and basket-
ball. He attended Lehigh University,
earning a Bachelor of Science degree
in both Chemical Engineering and
Business Administration. He was a
member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity
and a pitcher on the university base-
ball team. After graduation, he began
his career at PPG Industries in New-
ark, N.J. Charlie later attended
evening classes at Rutgers University
in Newark, where he received an MBA
and Professional Engineering license.

In 1961, he met the love of his
life, Margaret, a young immigrant
from Scotland. Married within a
year in St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Stamford, Conn., they moved to
Bloomfield and began their mar-
ried life together. One year later,
they became parents as they de-
lighted in the birth of their first
child, Charlie. Two years later, they
doubled their delight when their sec-
ond son, Patrick, was born.

They moved to Westfield in 1967,
where they put down deep roots.
Charlie was an original member of
The Parish Community of Saint Helen.

At this time, Charlie was employed
by M & T Chemical Company, lo-
cated in Rahway, N.J., which later
became part of Total Fina. He trav-
eled for several years to Carrollton,
Ky., where he managed a large engi-
neering project. For his expertise in
the handling of the project, the State

of Kentucky honored him
with the distinction of be-
ing named a Kentucky
Colonel.

Charlie remained active
by coaching youth sports
and was also a member of
the Westfield Boosters As-
sociation. He was a sup-
porter of the Westfield
High School wrestling
team and traveled to many
matches with them to out-
of-town venues. In 1976,
he coached the Bisons, a
youth baseball team in the

Pony League, beginning a multi-year
championship run rivaling that of the
New York Yankees.

He was, for many years, a Dis-
patcher for the Westfield Rescue
Squad.

Charlie had a great love for his nine
grandchildren and took delight in all
their endeavors, be it theater, dance,
sports and academics. He loved his
home at the Jersey Shore, where he
spent many hours walking the beach.
Another great love was fishing off the
beach, having only caught one fish
ever, which required assistance from
Margaret to get it off the hook. He was
a prolific reader of the classics and
biographies and enjoyed U.S. history,
especially the Civil War era. He was a
dedicated New York Mets fan.

He will be sorely missed by all who
loved him. All who knew him are
asked to raise a glass in celebration of
the remarkable life he lived and the
legacy he leaves behind. May his soul
rest in peace.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the hos-
pice team of Atlantic Health System
and his devoted doctor, Joseph
Clemente, MD, of Warren, N.J. Also,
to The Parish Community of Saint
Helen and their priests for constantly
keeping him in their prayers during
his illness. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at a later date at St.
Helen’s. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to Helping Hands and
Hearts, c/o St. Helen’s, 1600 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090, or to
a charity of your choice.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home of Westfield.
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Charles A. Burgdorf
PCW Clothing Drive To
Benefit Agape Program

WESTFIELD — Area residents
are encouraged to consider donating
their unneeded items for the clothing
drive fundraiser being conducted by
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
from Sunday, May 17, to Thursday,
May 21.

Collections will not involve face-
to-face contact. Participants can drop
plastic bagged donations into the
church van in the parking lot of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, during those dates only.

“We will take usable clothing,
shoes, belts, linens, curtains, tow-
els, ties, pocketbooks, bedding, pil-
lows, stuffed animals, etc,” said
Amy Jones, coordinator of the
Agape program.

The clothing drive will raise money
for the Agape Community Kitchen
program, a youth-led mission of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The
school-age and adult volunteers serve

200 hot, free meals weekly in a church
in Elizabeth.

The donations will raise money to
help fund the meals and lift the spir-
its of guests of the Agape program.
During the pandemic, contact with
guests has been discontinued, but
will resume as soon as the New Jer-
sey Governor allows.

Anyone with questions may con-
tact Janet Smith at Jns202@aol.com.

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Don’t Miss the Vital Message
During This Difficult Journey

I N  S E S S I O N

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #3-2020
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on May 4, 2020. The Board of
Health will further consider the same for final passage on June 1, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. The
meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building
located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members
of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #3-2020

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2019 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2020.

Job Title Salary Range
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $65,500 — $70,000
Health Educator $65,500 — $70,000

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $60.18
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Photo courtesy of Ricardo Roig
ARTIST AT WORK...Artist Ricardo Roig will begin showing his new work and
entire collection of hand cut prints at the French Martini Shop in downtown
Westfield, as he shifts from closing his gallery permanently on South Avenue.
His work is also available online at www.roigcollection.com, where he is having
a Giving Sale that donates 25 percent of the sale of mini art to a charity or
business, on Facebook in an online auction at Art for Your Cause, and soon will
have prints available at One Kings Lane. Work on the second mural at the South
Avenue underpass will begin soon to complete the pair of murals created by Mr.
Roig in the town’s latest public art initiative. Mr. Roig grew up in Westfield and
taught art at the public schools, and his wife Michelle teaches Spanish in the
public schools.

Miriam Silver Verga and Hillary Kaplan

Mimi & Hill Offers Virtual Design
Services and Online Ordering

WESTFIELD — If it’s possible to
curate both soul and personality, then
Miriam Silver Verga and Hillary Kaplan
might have a corner on the market.
Spending their entire careers immersed
in the design world, they describe
themselves as storytellers and problem
solvers who thrive at designing a client’s
personal brand, and reflecting that
through luxurious design.

They opened their shop, Mimi &
Hill, in Westfield in 2017 to share
their finds with the local clientele.
Shoppers come looking for unique
gifts, jewelry and home accessories
curated by the Mimi & Hill team.

The back of the store’s first floor is
taken by the Mimi & Hill team for
their full-service design work.
Working with them on a design is a
deeply personal process that helps
explain why clients consistently
describe them as smart, gutsy,
experienced and inclusive. Relying
on each other’s distinct skills and
expertise since 2011, Miriam and
Hilary take a relationship-first
approach, learning much about their
clients’ family dynamics, travel
preferences, and even family heritage
before delving into the technical
details of design. Their team of
professionals guide the client from
start to finish on their design to create
award-winning fresh, timeless and
layered designs.

“It’s always about how clients want
to connect and feel within their
spaces,” says Miriam. “Everything we
collect, curate and present is done to
make sure our clients feel understood,
respected and part of the process.”

During these unprecedented times,
the Westfield-based store has gone
virtual, and is fully operating doing

delivery and curbside pick up of
orders at www.mimiandhillshop.com.

Many people have decided to use
this time at home to re-imagine their
spaces. The team has been busy
planning new guest rooms, home
offices, and bathrooms remotely as
clients’ needs become more apparent.
They are business-as-usual through
virtual meetings.

They are working strategically with
the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, and are actively
applying for seven different loans
and grants so they can continue to
provide for the community while their
physical location is shut. They are
determined to keep Mimi & Hill as a
part of the beloved downtown
thriving.

Miriam and Hillary are committed
to providing the very best to their
clientele. They have negotiated with
all of their vendors to secure reduced
deposit fees so their clients are given
top priority when factories are up to

speed. Wait times are expected to be
at about 20 weeks for custom goods,
so staying ahead by joining the queue
now is ideal.

If you’re not ready to commit, Mimi
& Hill is offering one hour virtual
design sessions via the website.
Additionally, they are offering E-
design boards for clients to order
from currently stocked merchandise
at major retailers as another option
for immediate concerns.

Working with designers is a huge
commitment for a family emotionally
and financially. Mimi & Hill assures
you that your investment is safe with
them, and they are positioned to move
forward.

Thank you for your continued
support.

Miriam, Hillary, Andrea,
Toni, Shannon, Ann, Kelly,

Sandra and Jessica

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Young Talent to be Featured at
Fundraising Event ‘One Song’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — It won’t be a
weekend-long Jerry Lewis type tele-
thon, but a partnership between the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
and Theatrical Artist’s Prep (T.A.P.) in
Scotch Plains is hosting a hometown,
online Virtual Benefit entitled “One
Song” on Friday, May 8, from 7 to 10
p.m. It will be live streamed on
Facebook. The organizers hope to raise
money for Rotary’s ongoing
GoFundMe effort to buy equipment
for health-care workers and support
local restaurants while showcasing
local talent from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield.

One of the Rotary members,
Samantha Simpson, the owner of
T.A.P., is spearheading the online
event. She has reached out to the own-
ers of other performance studios in
town to ask their students to partici-
pate.

“Our goal is to raise at least $1,500
that will go to buy gift cards to local
restaurants for first responders in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains as well as
equipment for hospital workers in
Overlook Hospital,” she said.

As part of the special Friday night
fundraiser, Scotch Plains Mayor Al
Smith, also a Rotarian, will stop by
(from his home) to thank people who
have donated. He and other Scotch
Plains-Fanwood dignitaries as well as
business owners and Wayne Kuhl, the
president of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, will be on screen
intermittently between the talent num-
bers.

Ms. Simpson, her husband, Tom
Simpson, and her colleague Amy
Toporek will share hosting duties of
the night. Ms. Simpson’s students are
looking forward to performing. Ella
Passante, a fifth grader at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield who
has been with T.A.P. since it opened
four years ago, will sing “How Lucky
You Are” from Seussical, the Musical.
Scotch Plains resident Sophie Spen-
cer, another of her students, and a fifth
grader, is in the lineup to perform as
well.

Patricia Pineda, from The Pineda
Studio, was quick to have her students
join the group because she knows what
art can do to help the human condition.
“Flip the channel or scroll down any
social media feed, and you will see
everyone turning to the arts to comfort
them, to entertain them, to give them
an escape,” she said.

She continued, “[During this pan-
demic], a lot of people are feeling
isolated, overwhelmed and lonely, and
while it’s not a substitute for human
interaction, a song that echoes your
feelings or a TV show that makes you
laugh can be the difference between a
good day or a bad one right now.”

Her students scheduled to partici-
pate are Gavin Lesnevich, a freshman
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS); Justyanna Fortna, a junior
at SPFHS, and Cristian Vozza, a
Westfield resident, who is a senior at
St. Thomas Aquinas High School. Di-
rector Pineda continued that the “One
Song” benefit has given her students

“something to look forward to — some-
thing special in their ‘new normal.’”
They have a goal to prepare for —
both in performance and in commu-
nity outreach.

“I’m blessed to have some seriously
civic-minded kids, so asking them to
volunteer their efforts and time to help
raise money for a worthy cause like the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
is something they’ve all had a lot of
experience doing through school, com-
munity groups and their local
churches,” Ms. Pineda said.

Another director, from the in-town
theater program APPLAUSE, is Scotch

Plains resident Krystle Tomlinson, who
currently is Miss Central Jersey Coast-
line in the Miss New Jersey/Miss
America competition. She and
Samantha (Hahn) Simpson have
known each other over the years
through the world of pageantry, so
when asked to have her young per-
formers join in the fun, Ms. Tomlinson
was happy to invite some of her stu-
dents to participate.

One student, MacKenna Fischer, is
a 10-year-old Scotch Plains resident
who has been in productions with Ms.
Tomlinson for two years. MacKenna
is planning on singing “Maybe” from
the musical Annie. She performed two
years ago in that musical with Pixie
Dust Players in Rahway. When asked
in a phone interview why she wanted
to participate in this virtual concert for
charity, the Scotch Plains fifth grader
said, “I want to give back to the people
who are being affected by the
coronavirus.”

The director of S.T.A.R.S. Theatre
program, Gailmarie Sprague, said she
has six students who are scheduled to
participate: David and Olivia Gomez,
Hailey Kaplan, Abigail Noriega, Kayla
Fiore and Taylor Mingoia.

“I chose students who both repre-
sent our organization and are long-
term performers with us,” director
Sprague explained. “David was cast
as Horton and Olivia as Mayzie in
Seussical Jr. at Park Middle School
this spring, which did not come to
fruition. Hailey has been in the Scotch
Plains theatre scene from a young age
and is hoping to sing a song from
Seussical since she played the role of
Jojo with S.T.A.R.S. in 2017.”

She said that Taylor is excited to be
able to showcase her talents in this
unique way. Other students were not
able to perform in their school’s shows,
but will now display their talents online
through this event.

“Abigail was supposed to play the
Dragon in Shrek Jr. with Terrill Middle
School,” Ms. Sprague said, “so she
will be singing ‘Forever’ from the show
since she did not get that chance to
perform it. Kayla is our assistant direc-
tor for our Junior Company and was
about to play Pinocchio in Shrek Jr. at
Terrill Middle School when the show
was cancelled.” This will be a resolu-
tion to the upended show season for
some of these kids.

Ms. Sprague explained that many of
her theatre students in Scotch Plains
cross over various studios and groups.
“Many of our S.T.A.R.S. also take
lessons or classes at the studios or
participate in the performances with
the other organizations during the year.
This concert is going to show them
that even though we are different
groups, we are coming together [as
theater folks] in a time where it is so
necessary. Additionally, so many of
my kids want to do something to help
but don’t know how,” she said. “Giv-
ing them the opportunity to do some-
thing they love for a good cause is an
amazing way to engage them.”

Amy Fiore, the director of Play The-
ater, thinks that this will be a monu-
mental experience for her students. It
is a way for them to “process enor-
mous feelings, a way to congregate as
a community, and for the kids I work
with, camaraderie of like-minded
people, which is a lifeline for some of
them. I think this will give them a
beautiful chance to shine, which they
all need and deserve.” She continued,
“They’ll also learn how important it is
to use their talents for something greater
than a bow.”

From her studio Play Theater, stu-
dents Katie Echols, Grace Sweeney,
Marianne Vasquez and Hanna Pearce
will all perform. She shared that, “I
leant my daughter, Kayla Fiore, to
S.T.A.R.S. Theatre, too! All my stu-
dents will be singing uplifting songs
— not sure yet which ones, so stay
tuned and be surprised!”

Owner of Stage Craft Studio, Maggie
Graham, feels that participating in this
virtual concert will help the perform-
ers while lifting the spirits of all who
watch them. “Creativity helps to lift us
out of our current woes by connecting
us to others through story and song.
‘One Voice’ is an exciting opportunity
for our theatrical community to virtu-
ally showcase their talents, safely of-
fering the service of entertainment to
bring awareness and funding to a most
deserving cause. I hope this will im-
part to them [the students] that we’re
all in this together and that together we
can make a difference.” Her students
who have been selected to perform
duets or solos are Amelia Sherman,
16, Emersyn Teicher, 13, Sophia
Mekbeb, 12, Katarina Zinka, 15, Ziema
Zinka, 10, Mac Ferrone,16, and James
Hahn, 20.

Ms. Graham concluded by giving a
sentiment that was echoed throughout
the theater group leaders: “These are
truly trying times, and it’s the service
of selfless groups like the FSP Rotary
that keep our communities going
strong. It’s going to take all of us to
succeed, perhaps now more than ever!”

Support Local Journalism
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• Education Fund of Westfield

• McKinley School - Plantings/Walkways

• Washington School - Plantings

• Tamaques School - Arbor Day Plantings

• Lincoln School - New Plantings

• Union Catholic - Services Donated

• The ARC of Union County - Service Donated

• Westfield Board of Ed - Hopscotch Courts

• St. Helen’s Church - Courtyard Garden

• Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church - Services Donated

• Scottish Rite Masonic Childrens
Learning Center - Service Donated

• Plantings in Memory of 9/11 Victims

• Foundation Park - Services Donated

• Union County’s Suburban Style Mag -
Recognized for Community Service

REFERRAL PROGRAM
The best source we have to 

attract new customers is you!
We depend upon your referrals, and wish to reward you for the kind 

word you spread to your neighbors, family & friends! Whenever 
a person chooses to start a new property maintenance program 

or landscape construction job with M&R due to your referral,

You get $50 OFF your next bill, 
and they get $25 OFF.

It’s that simple!

2012 2013 2014

2015 2016 2019

908-233-0822 Visit us at: www.m-rlandscape.com

95
76
34
5-
01

908-233-0822
Published in National Magazine:  

Green Industry Pro’s 2014 and 2015

• Creative landscape designs & installation

• Patios & walkways - pavers, brick and bluestone

• Corrective grading and drainage solutions

• Landscape Lighting

• Lawn Renovations

• Stone and RRtie Walls

Email: m.rlandscape@yahoo.com

Members of:

Farm Bureau,

NJLCA, NJPLA,

NJNLA

Certified by: ICPI, Techo-Bloc,Cambridge,Belgard

9576347-01

We are not JUST the leading lawn maintenance company in town!

$

any patio, walkway or 
landscape installation

minimum $5,000
must be presented at contract signing

$

Have your leaders on your home 
done the right way-Underground!

Minimum $1,000 Must be presented 
at contract signing

$

Any Patio, Walkway or 
Landscape Design

minimum $2,800
must be presented at contract signing
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times

May 5, 2007: Junior Evan
Shapiro tossed just 69 pitches to
complete a seven-inning perfect
game in Westfield’s one-hour and
twenty-five minute, 6-0, victory
over Summit in the first round of
the Union County Tournament in
Westfield. Shapiro struck out six
Hilltoppers and received fine de-
fensive support from his infield-
ers.

May 4, 2019: Gambles had to

be made but in order to defeat
the eighth-seeded Summit
Hilltoppers, the top-seeded
Cranford Cougars needed to cash
in on a few of them in the later
innings of the Union County Tour-
nament quarterfinal game held
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
May 4. But the fine pitching of
Hilltopper Matt Reddy and the
accurate arm of catcher Justin
Weiss prevented any cash with-
drawals and stunned the Cou-
gars, 3-2, in eight innings to
advance to the semifinal round.

Reddy pitched the entire eight
innings and scattered eight hits,
while walking two, hitting a bat-
ter and striking out three. One of
his walks was intentional to Jamie
Shriner, who had previously
whacked an RBI triple, singled
and stole a base. Shriner also
singled.

The two Cougar pitchers per-
formed well also. Starter Jake
Van Dam pitched until he was
relieved by Kevin Donovan with
two outs in the fifth inning. Van
Dam allowed two runs on five
hits and one walk, while striking
out eight Hilltoppers. Donovan
yielded three hits, while walking
three — one intentional — and
striking out one.

During the game, Weiss pulled
off several key putouts beginning
in the bottom of the fourth inning
when he gunned down Tyler
Szczech attempting to steal sec-
ond base. In the sixth, Weiss nailed
Szczech again attempting to swipe
second after he had singled. In the
same inning Mike Murphy reached
safely on a throwing error and Joe
Meola (2-for-4) singled but when
Murphy attempted to take third,
Weiss gunned him down for the
third out.

May 4, 2019: Jake Engelke
scored six goals and Devon
McLane added three goals and
eight assists to lead the second-
seeded Westfield boys lacrosse
team past third-seeded Cranford,
13-6, in the Union County Tour-
nament semifinal on May 4 at

Johnson High School in Clark.
The victory puts the Blue Devils
(7-6) into the championship
round where they would play
perennial rival and top-seeded
Summit on May 8.

Mack Prybylski scored one goal
and had two assists for Westfield.
Dylan Alfano added one goal and
one assist. C.J. Duffy and Nick
Martini each contributed a goal.
Koury Kania and Matthew Angelo
each notched an assist. Theo
Dardia recorded 11 saves for the
Blue Devils.

Cranford was paced by Conor
Halpin who had three goals and
scooped up 12 ground balls. Nate
Caldwell added two goals and
Adam Kutzer had one goal.
Michael Kalnins contributed two

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO MAKE HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Devon McLane, No. 9, tries to avoid the check of
Cougar defender Liam Loughlin, No. 5, in the UCT semifinal at ALJ High School on May 4, 2019.
The Blue Devils won 13-6. McLane scored three goals and added eight assists in the victory.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING SECOND BASE...Hilltopper Danny Isralowitz, No. 34, steals second base in the first
inning as Cougar shortstop Jake DeClerico lunges for the ball during the UCT quarterfinal game in
Cranford. Summit toppled the Cougars, 3-2 (May 4, 2019).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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assists to the Cougar cause. Phil
Marotta made 12 saves in net for
Cranford.

May 4, 2019: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Danny Wilkinson
has clearly saved his best for
last. The talented lefty threw a
no hitter during a brilliant 1-0
victory over Union in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament on May 4 in
Union. Chris Smith came up with
the game winning RBI in the top
of the second inning when his

double into right field scored Tyler
Stines who had doubled earlier in
the inning. The victory advanced
the Raiders to the semifinal round
where they would meet the win-
ner between second-seeded Gov-
ernor Livingston and 10-seeded
Elizabeth.

May 3-4, 2018: Union Catho-
lic won eight events to run away
with the girls’ crown at the Union
County Relays at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on May 3-4. The
Lady Vikings had a total of 99.5,

followed by the Westfield Blue
Devils with 56 and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders at 52.
The Cranford Cougars finished
eighth with 30 points.

Although Union Catholic Vikings
Jerika Lufrano, Morgan Jackson,
Ashleigh Patterson and Alex Borik
won the distance medley relay
(DMR) with a meet record time of
12:17.52, Blue Devil seniors Emma
Jackler and Tani Horton, sopho-
more Grace Morgan and freshman
Katie Hamilton set a WHS record

by finishing second at 12:25.77.
Blue Devils Sam Stravach, Kylinn
Kraemer and Bekah Dayon took
top honors in the javelin with a
distance of 281-9.

Day 2 had Jackler, Morgan, Mia
Melao and Isabel Baufarah cross-
ing first in the 4x1,600 at
21:55.15. Cougar Sasha Knapp
had the second best leap in the
long jump at 17-0. The Vikings
also took first in the sprint med-
ley relay at 4:07.45, followed by
Raiders Trinity Hart, Imani Riv-

ers, Amanda Logie and Sara
Greene at 4:20.75.

May 3-4, 2018: Union Catho-
lic took won four events to cap-
ture first in the team totals at the
Union County Relays held at
Kehler Stadium on May 3-4. The
Vikings totaled 107 points, fol-
lowed by Rahway at 77 and Eliza-
beth at 73. Westfield took fourth
at 57, followed by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 47. The Cranford Cou-
gars placed 11th with nine points.

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING THE HANDOFF...Raider Kerri McNeely receives the handoff from Corinne Lyght
at the Union County Relays (May 3-4, 2018). Union Catholic won eight events to run away with the
girls’ team crown. The Blue Devils placed second in the team totals and the Raiders placed third.

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG OF THE 4X1,600...Blue Devil Will Loggia (W) runs the first leg of the
4x1,600 at the Union County Relays at Kehler Stadium on May 3-4, 2018. The Blue Devils just
nudged out the SPF Raiders for first place.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Blue Devil juniors Ajay Olson,
Steve Zucker and Jake Salter and
senior Spencer Weigand finished
first in the sprint medley relay
(SMR) with a time of 3:32.01.
Raiders Scott Kaiser, Brandon
Garcia, Ben Fleischer and Drew
Burfeindt crossed first in the dis-
tance medley relay (DMR) with a
time of 10:41.2. The Blue Devils
edged the Raiders for first in the
4x1,600. Sophomores Will Log-
gia and Kevin Yucetepe, junior
Ronnie Melao and anchor Will

McGlynn finished in 18:39.26 just
ahead of Kaiser, Fleischer,
Burfeindt and anchor Garcia at
18:40.21. Blue Devil Joe
SanGiacomo, Brendan Riccardi
and Griffin Rooney won the jav-
elin with a distance of 436-7.

May 5, 2018: “Big Jake” Vall-
Llobera jumped on a first pitch
fastball and blasted a two-run
home run in the bottom of the
second inning but more was
needed both offensively and de-
fensively if the top-seeded

Westfield baseball team wanted
to get past the eighth-seeded
Cranford Cougars in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) in
Westfield on May 5. The Blue
Devils received that additional
offense, especially from Mike
Knapp, plus key run-saving
catches to hold down the Cou-
gars, 6-3.

It was another match-up be-
tween two of the county’s most
effective pitchers, Cougar Gor-

don Graceffo and Blue Devil Cory
Hiltz, who both went the dis-
tance. The 12-6 Blue Devils
tapped Graceffo for nine hits and
received just one walk, while
striking out twice. Hiltz allowed
eight hits and a walk, hit a batter
and struck out five.

The Cougars scored all three of
their runs in the third. Jamie
Shriner slashed a one-out single
past first. Mike Murphy was hit-
by-a-pitch and Mike Meola (2-
for-3) loaded the bases with a

single over first. Tyler Szczech
(2-for-3) then lined a two-run
double to left-center. With Meola
on third and Szczech on second,
Pat Connolly put down a squeeze
bunt to Hiltz as Meola scored.

During the course of the game,
Vall-Llobera gunned down
Shriner attempting to swipe sec-
ond in the first inning and also
nailed Joe DeClerico (single) at-
tempting to take third in the fifth
inning. But the first impressive

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY STUBBORN DEFENSE ALL EVENING...Blue Devils Claire Cassie, No. 21, Julie Gretsky,
left, and Julie Frontero, behind, see to it that Oak Knoll Royal Claire Galvin, No. 14, does not get an
open shot in the UCT semifinal game (May 4, 2016).

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING FOR THE FORCE OUT...Raider third basman Hannah Lyman dives on third base for the
force out on Cougar Alex Pachkowski as Raider shortstop Amanda Venezia comes over to cover in
the third inning at Adams Field in Cranford (May 3, 2017).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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catch came in the fourth when
Jake Lerie chased down Mike
McGee’s long fly ball at the right
field line.

Blue Devil Chris Wagner
doubled and scored twice. Knapp
went 3-for-3 with a run scored
and an RBI. Vall-Llobera also
yanked an RBI single to right.
Matt Manning lined an RBI single.

May 3, 2017: One huge inning
blew apart a tight game and the
fifth-seeded Cranford softball
team reaped the benefits with
nine runs in the bottom of the
fourth to defeat the 13th-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
11-1, in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Adams Field in Cranford
on May 3. The 6-7 Raiders came
into the contest riding a four-

game winning streak, which in-
cluded knocking off Roselle
Catholic, 15-0, in the UCT pre-
liminary round then toppling
fourth-seeded Roselle Park, 4-1,
before facing the Cougars.

Jillian Skalski had four singles
and three RBI, while scoring once,
and Liz Casazza tapped a pair of
singles, walked and scored all
three times for the Cougars.
Jayna Mallon went 2-for-3, in-
cluding a two-run single, and
Taylor Reitzel, who launched a
pair of home runs in a recent
game against Colonia, rapped a
two-run double. Julia DiGiacomo,
who finished 2-for-3, had the
Raiders’ only RBI.

May 3, 2017: Jake Lerie
launched a three-run homer over
the left-centerfield fence as part

of a six-run first inning outburst
that helped Westfield surge
ahead and eventually defeat
Rahway, 12-2, in the quarterfinal
round the Union County Tourna-
ment on May 3 in Westfield. The
Blue Devils rallied after allowing
two runs to Rahway in the top of
the first inning. Westfield rapped
out 12 hits, including five extra
base hits against three different
Rahway pitchers.

Lerie had two hits and four RBI,
along with his home run. Chris
Wagner had two hits and three
RBI, while Victor Cruz pulled off
the interesting feat of walking all
four at-bats and scoring three
runs. Kobi Wolf laced a two-run
double. Owen Kessler whacked
an RBI double. Matt LaCorte had
a pair of hits and an RBI.

May 2, 2017: The Cranford
baseball team has been round-
ing into shape nicely as the Union
County Tournament gets serious
about crowning a champion. The
Cougars sharpened their claws
in a 6-2 come-from-behind vic-
tory over Union Catholic on May
2 at the newly opened Memorial
Field in Cranford. Senior Ryan
Bakie went 2-for-3, knocked in
three runs and also scored a run
to pace the Cranford offense.

Starting pitcher Ryan
Abrahamson recovered from a
shaky start before combining with
reliever Jack McAleavey to limit
the visitors to four hits and two
runs. Cougar Tyler Szczech
singled twice and scored two
runs. James Shriner, Patrick
Connelly and Michael McGee each

drove in a run.
April 30/May 1, 2016: Sev-

eral Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys and
girls competed at the Penn Relays
track and field meet held at Franklin
Field in Philadelphia, Pa. The Blue
Devil girls 4x800 foursome set a
WHS record in the event with a
time of 9:26.51 and placed sixth
in their heat. Noelle Blackford fin-
ished in 2:23.98 then handed off
to Emma Jackler, who completed
her leg in 2:24.53. Julia Myers ran
the third leg and finished in 2:20.87
and Brooke Schaeffer ran the an-
chor leg in 2:17.13.

Emma Jackler at 1:04.59, Marie
Koglin at 1:04.24, Myers at
1:02.15 and Brooke Schaeffer at
:58.73 (personal record) finished

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING SIDE BY SIDE...Blue Devil Julia Myers, center, and Cougar Katie Romanovich, No. 5,
run side by side with the Summit competitor in the 4x800. The Blue Devils finished third and the
Cougars finished fourth (Union County Relays April 30/May 1, 2015).

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING WITH ENTHUSIASM...The Raider boys, in white, and the Cougars battle for
possession in the Union County Tournament boys lacrosse quarterfinal round at Scotch Plains on
May 3, 2016. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 9-4.
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third in their heat in the 4x400
with a time of 4:09.7. Adriana
Vergara at 13.0, Hannah Hawkins
at 13.2, Anna Browne at 12.6
and Tani Horton at 12.6 took
sixth in their heat in the 4x100
with a time of 51.46.

Ishmael Glasco at 11.3, Jelani
Pierre at 10.7, Nick Greenspan at
10.8 and Sid Douglas at 10.8
finished the 4x100 in 44.04.
Greenspan at 50.2, Cameron
McLaughlin at 50.9, Coston
O’Brien at 54.2 and Douglas at
51.6 finished the 4x400 in
3:27.44. Raiders Aaron McGriff,
Justin Sanders, Ben Powell and
Donald Hudgins-Jones competed
in the 4x400 and finished in a
time of 3:32.69.

May 3. 2016: Senior attacker
Scott Nizolak found the mark

just before halftime then added
three more goals to lead the
fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys la-
crosse team to a 9-4 triumph
over the fifth-seeded Cranford
Cougars in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament
in Scotch Plains on May 3.
Nizolak’s four goals elevated his
career total to the magic number
of 100.

Three of Nizolak’s goals came
with the assistance of Jack Brady
(1 goal). Midfielder Jordan Belford
scored a goal and added a pair of
assists for the 10-4 Raiders, while
Richie Nardone notched a pair of
goals and attacker Rob Gordon
scored once. Face-off specialist
Dave Walker nearly took total
control in the second half, win-

ning seven of nine, and did finish
with 10 ground balls. Attackman
Dan Allen scored twice for the
Cougars, while attacker Tom
Harris (assist) and midfielder
Connor Fitch (5 ground balls).
Attacker Richie Hurley and de-
fender Mike Klieman (4 ground
balls) each had an assist.

May 4, 2016: Good teams
have good defense. Very good
teams have very good defense
and two high school teams dem-
onstrated that they were indeed
very good in a Union County
Tournament girls lacrosse semi-
final round clash between the
second-seeded Oak Knoll Royals
and the third-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils at AL Johnson High
School in Clark on May 4. The
sixth-ranked Royals had to

scramble to survive a Blue Devil
second-half surge to eke out a 7-
6 victory. Blue Devil junior at-
tacker Hannah Liddy finished with
four goals, while left attack wing
Gwyn Devin and right attack wing
Syd Paoletti each netted one goal.

April 30/May 1, 2015: First
place in 10 events belonged to
the Union Catholic girls as they
literally dominated the Union
County Relay championship at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 30 and May 1. The Lady
Vikings also broke two meet
records to finish with 129 points,
more than doubling their next
competitor Summit at 57 points.
The Westfield Blue Devils and
the Cranford Cougars, who won
the discus and shot put, tied for
third with 42 points each.

Cougars Brianna Scotti,
Maranda Brown and Susanna
Jaramillo won the discus with a
distance of 276-11. Cougars Mara
Giga (111-9 — second best),
Christina Barlik and Mairead
O’Donovan took second in the
javelin with a distance of 284-7.
Erin Meixner with a personal-
record (PR) push of 36-2.5,
Barlick (PR 34-4.25) and Scotti
(PR 33-11.25) won the shot put
with a distance of 104-6. Blue
Devils Elena Chermak (PR 33-
10.75), Anna Browne and Ariana
Alvarado took second in the triple
jump with a distance of 94-7.25
(WHS record).

April 30/May 1, 2015: Union
Catholic seized the Union County
Relays boys championships for

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STORCKS FLYING INTO THIRD...Blue Devil Matt Storcks flies into third with a triple in the first
inning as Cougar third baseman John Oblachinski prepares to field the throw. The Blue Devils
defeated the Cougars, 4-1, in the UCT semifinals at Kean University (May 3, 2014).

David B. Corbin (May 2, 2015) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLDING THE RUNNER...Cougar first baseman Albert Gargiulo is about to catch the throw from
pitcher Chris Libera to hold Hilltopper Hunter Miller at first base in the second inning of the Union
County Tournament semifinal (2015).
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the fifth straight year at Gary
Kehler Stadium. The Vikings fin-
ished with 112 points, while
Westfield placed second at 68,
followed by the Raiders with 62.
Cranford took ninth at 19.5. The
Raiders won two events, while
the Blue Devils and the Cougars
each won one event.

The DMR began with a bang-up
battle between Summit and
Westfield, especially in the an-
chor 1,600 leg between Hilltopper
Leland Jones and Blue Devil Matt
Russo. Jones kept trying to shake
Russo but Russo refused to yield;
however, in the final 100 meters,
Jones had some kick left to cross
first at 10:33.97, while Russo
was right behind at 10:35.63 to
earn the foursome of Will Chan-
dler, Coston O’Brian, Nick

Antonelli and Russo second place.
The 4x100 was also a burner

among the Raiders, Union Catho-
lic and the Blue Devils. Raider
Emendo Thomas led off and
handed to Merlin Edmond, who
got up front and handed off to
Ray Walker. Anchor Kobe White
grabbed the baton and burned
the final 100 to cross first in a
personal record (PR) time of
42.91, followed by the Vikings at
43.38 and Blue Devils Josh
Capistrano, Jelani Pierre, Ishmael
Glasco and Sid Douglas at 43.58.

Raiders White (best leap of 20-
11), Marquel Taylor and Andrew
Ciccarino captured first in the long
jump with a total distance of 61-
0.5. Blue Devils Pierre and Glasco
ran the 200 leg of the sprint
medley relay and Douglas ran the

400 leg and handed off to Chan-
dler for the 800 anchor. Chandler
overtook his first three competi-
tors then smoked it down to home
stretch to nudge out Viking Greg
Gibbs by a nose to take top hon-
ors with a time of 3:37.48. Cou-
gars Andrew Licks, Jack Kugelman
and Tim Colter won the high jump
with a height of 17-0.

May 2, 2015: Garrett Forrestal
became a wrecking crew in every
inning that he stepped to the
plate, especially in the bottom of
the fifth when he thumped a three-
run triple to end the game via 10-
run rule that gave the third-seeded
Cranford baseball team a 12-2
victory over the 10th-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers in the semifi-
nal round of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) at Williams

Field in Elizabeth on May 2.
Forrestal singled in the first

inning, singled and scored in the
third and doubled and scored in
his first at-bat of the fifth before
whacking his game-ending triple
to left-centerfield to finish 4-for-
4, with three RBI and two runs
scored. Pat Knight also hit lights
out with an RBI single and a two-
run single. Mike Gamba bashed a
pair of singles, scored twice and
added an RBI. Mike Smith
doubled and scored, and tapped
an RBI single. Joe Norton (RBI)
singled, walked and scored twice
as did Ryan Bakie. Albert Gargiulo
singled and scored, Liam Duffy
scored once and had an RBI, and
Brian Oblachinski had a single
and an RBI.

May 2, 2014: Cashing in on

the field events paid off and al-
lowed the Union High School girls
to capture the crown at the Union
County Relays at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. The Lady
Farmers, who won four events,
grabbed top honors in the jav-
elin, shot put and discus to go
with the 4x100 to total 90 points,
ahead of the second-placed
Westfield Blue Devils, who won
two events and had a total of 65.

Blue Devils Gabby Stravach,
Kelly Morrison, Meghan O’Dwyer
and Natalie Marcotullio crossed
first in the 4x800 with a time of
9:39.4. Mae Devin and Ida Chen
won the pole vault with a height
of 16-0. Cougars Anna Fitch, a
junior, with the fourth-fastest
time of 1:06.22, Jenna

Fred Lecomte (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSITY AT MIDFIELD...The Lady Raiders, in white, and the Cougars battle for possession
of the ball at midfield in the opening round of the Union County Tournament in Scotch Plains on May
1, 2013. The Raiders won, 19-10.

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING PACE WITH KENT PLACE...Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, right, keeps pace with the
Kent Place runner in the first leg of the 4x800. Stravach, Kelly Morrison, Meghan O’Dwyer and
Natalie Marcotullio placed first at the county relays (May 2, 2014).
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Ellenbacher and Laura Van Horn
finished second in the 400 Inter-
mediate Hurdles at 3:24.69 Raid-
ers Tori Baliatico (third best time
of 1:06.18), Kailyn Reilly and
Christine Nocum finished third at
3:29.4.

May 2, 2014: Union Catholic
proved to be the dominant power
once again when it placed first in
nine of the 16 events to capture
its fourth straight boys Union
County Relay championship at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The Vikings with a total of 122
nearly doubled the second place
team, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who totaled 65.
Westfield placed sixth with a to-
tal of 35 and Cranford finished
11th with a total of 22.

Raiders Quaryee Bull with the
meet’s second-best leap of 20-

5.5, Kobe White and Emendo
Thomas took top honors in the
long jump with a distance of 59-
4. Thomas, Merlin Edmond, Bull
and White took second in the
4x100 at 43.39. Raiders Bull,
with the meet’s best distance of
43-7, Quincy Sanchez and An-
drew Ciccarino placed second in
the triple jump with a distance of
122-11.

Raiders Rashan Gary, with the
meet’s second best shove of 51-
3.5, Mike Dwumfour at 50-7.5
and Dan Van Brunt won the shot
put with a distance of 148-0.
Cougars Rob O’Shaughnessy, Will
Fries and Andrew Licks placed
third at 131-2.5. Blue Devils Matt
Russo, Ryan Siegel, Dalton
Herzog and Phil Edwards took
top honors in the 4x1,600 with a
time of 18:30.57.

May 3, 2014: Blue Devil pitcher
Brad DeMartino and catcher Mike
Ionta figured out the right combi-
nation and several teammates
produced timely hits to deliver
the third-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team a 4-1 vic-
tory over the second-seeded
Cranford Cougars in the semifi-
nals of the Union County Tourna-
ment at Kean University in Union
on May 3. DeMartino tossed a
four-hitter, not allowing more than
one single in any given inning,
while walking none, striking out
five and hitting one batter.

The Blue Devils’ most influen-
tial inning was the second. Cal
Robertshaw led off with a solo
home run over the leftfield fence.
Chris Hogge dribbled an infield
single and advanced to second
when the throw sailed past the

first baseman. Dan DoCampo laid
down a perfect bunt single. An-
thony Perconte lofted an RBI sac-
rifice fly to center, allowing Hogge
to score the third run.

May 1, 2013: Senior Sean
Feeney punched a single into
leftfield to bring home Albert
Garguilo with the winning run in
the bottom of the 11th inning to
earn the top-seeded Cranford
baseball team a 6-5 victory over
eighth-seeded Union Catholic in
what could be described as a “game
of inches” in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Memorial Field in Cranford
on May 1.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong tossed four and two-
thirds innings, yielding all five
runs (3 earned) on 10 hits, while
walking two and fanning three.

Ryan Williamson, who picked up
the win, relieved with two outs in
the fifth and pitched six and one-
third innings, allowing three hits,
while walking none and striking
out eight.

Andrew DiFrancesco led the
Cougars with a triple and a single
with two RBI, two runs scored
and two stolen bases. Chris
Folinusz had two hits with a key
RBI double in the sixth inning.
Garguilo (Run, RBI), Jake
Forrestal (Run) and Williamson
(RBI) each had two hits, and
Tommy Trotter singled and
scored twice.

May 1, 2013: Annie Cannone
(5 assists, 3 ground balls) and
Haley Regan (3 assists) netted
four goals each, while Andrea
McNeely (3 ground balls) fired in

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TIGHT RACE…Cougar Eli Howard, left, and Blue Devil Evan Tarlow, center, stick close to
each other during the first leg of the 4x1,600 relay. The Blue Devils won the event and the Cougars
finished second (Union County Relays May 3/4 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOO CLOSE TO CALL...Cougar base runner Andrew DiFrancesco and Viking third baseman TJ
Hartnett get involved in an extremely close call during the fourth inning. DiFrancesco was ruled safe
and later scored in the Union County Tournament quarterfinal at Cranford (May 1, 2013).
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a team-high five goals to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’
lacrosse team past the visiting
Cranford Cougars, 19-10, in the
opening round of the Union
County Tournament on May 1.

Co-captain midfielder Morgan
Mason led the 2-9 Cougars with
a team-high four goals, while
Erica Faraone and Sarah Ross
each scored two goals. Colleen
Harnett and Hannah Ross con-
tributed one goal each. Cougar
goalie Catherine Miller faced a
barrage of 19 shots, finishing
with six saves.

May 3/4, 2012: Bryanna
Grant, Gillian Burke and Regine
Hunter broke the meet record in
the triple jump at the Union
County Relays to help the
Cranford girls secure second
place behind Union and ahead of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
Burke, Grant and Hunter broke
the triple jump meet record of
104-5 set by Cranford last year
with a distance of 111-0. Grant
at 37-5.25, Burke at 36-5.5 and
Hunter at 36-1.25 had the event’s
three best jumps.

Burke with the meet’s best leap
of 16-8.5 (personal best),
Rebecca Shimonov (3rd-best
leap of 16-3) and Megan
Schetelich took top honors in the
long jump with a distance of 47-
6.75. Schelelich, Shimonov,
Hunter and Grant also broke the
shuttle hurdles meet record of
1:02.7 set by Union in 2007 by
finishing in 1:02.11.

The race of the first day came
in the sprint medley relay (SMR)
between the Raiders and the

Farmers. Raiders Devora Ward,
Justine Valdes, Dariana DeVore
and Erin Pierce broke the old
meet record of 4:11.6 set by
Rahway in 1995, crossing in
4:11.34, but the Farmers an-
chored by Jen Edobi took it one
step better to finish first in
4:08.01. Blue Devils Meghan
Reilly (112-1 – 2nd best), Chris-
tina Mosco (95-4) and Emily
Mastrocola (95-0) took top hon-
ors in the javelin with a distance
of 302-5. Kristen VanBenschoten
(105-9 – first), Rebecca Haupt
and Summer Kortaoui won the
discus with a distance of 264-6.

May 3/4, 2012: Three meet
records were broken at the Union
County Relays, and the Union
Catholic boys had all three of
them to remain at the top of the
roost at Gary Kehler Stadium in

Westfield. Blue Devils Evan
Tarlow, Patrick Terry, Jack Leahy
and John Kirna crossed first in
the 4x1,600 at 18:06.99, fol-
lowed by Cougars Tom Feeney,
Mike Zanfardino, Eli Howard and
Connor McMahon at 18:54.29.

Blue Devils Chris Jimenez,
Declan Fitzmaurice and Mike
DePaolo won the triple jump with
a distance of 124-11.75. Cougar
Adham McGuire had the best leap
of 43-9, which was not only his
personal best but a Cranford
school record. Blue Devils Peter
Fagan and John Stelmach
grabbed first in the pole vault
with a height of 26 feet.

May 4, 2011: Five days after
pitching four strong innings be-
fore running into a fifth-inning
jam against No. 14 Cranford,
Raider John Howarth took care of

business in a stronger five-and-
two-thirds innings outing on the
new turf field behind Union Catho-
lic in Scotch Plains on May 4.
Howarth struck out seven Vikings
and walked three, while allowing
just three hits then reliever James
D’Angelo finished the job, strik-
ing out two, walking one and
yielding no hits to earn the fifth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team a 7-1 victory over
fourth-seeded Union Catholic in
the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament (UCT).

Marcus Rivera led the nine-hit
attack with a pair of RBI singles,
a walk, a stolen base and two
runs scored. Sean Reilly (1-for-
1, 2 runs, walk, 2 hit-by-pitches)
lit up the third inning with a
booming triple off the centerfield

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING A POTENTIAL THIEF…Blue Devil shortstop Cali Chambliss puts the tag on High-
lander Jenna Kulback after getting a fine throw from catcher Emma Crossland in the fourth inning
(May 3, 2011). GL edged Westfield 3-1.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING A STRATEGIC RACE…Blue Devil Kaitlyn Johnson, right, drafts GL Highlander
Emily Harriot in the anchor leg of the 4x1,600 then overtakes her towards the end of her third lap
to finish second (May 3/4, 2012).
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fence. Christian Zazzali singled
and scored twice. Ryan Henkels
hacked a two-run single.

May 1, 2010: Tuning up for
more critical games, the second-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team took another step
toward a county championship,
battering the 18th-seeded
Plainfield Cardinals, 17-0, in five
innings in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on May 1. Raider
pitcher Jordan Bayroff, limited
the Cardinals to two hits, striking
out three and walking one in his
three innings before junior lefty
Sean Reilly took the mound in
the fourth. Reilly fanned three
and allowed one hit.

Raider Mike Ridge went 3-for-
4, including a triple and a double,
with three RBI and scored two

runs, Gary Binkiewicz (2-for-3)
racked up three RBI, John Max-
well (3-for-3) and Joe D’Annunzio
(2-for-2) each tallied two RBI.
Lou Mazzella (3-for-3), Taylor
Schon (1-for-2) and James
D’Angelo each added a run.

April 30/May 1, 2009: Union
and Rahway finished 1-2, with
respective team totals of 86 and
84 and the 2008 champions
Westfield placed third with a total
of 74 at the Union County boys
track and field relays at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 30
and May 1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
finished seventh with a 33 total.
Blue Devils Julian Applebaum,
Mike Kelley, Zach Lizmi and Ryan
Scrudato put it all together on
May 1 to win the 4x1600 with a
time of 18:41.64. Blue Devil se-
nior Dave Fishman tied his per-

sonal best with a clearance of 12
feet and junior Tim Woods cleared
11 feet to win the pole vault with
a height of 23 feet.

In an incredibly stacked race,
Blue Devils Todd Saunders (200),
Ricardo Johnson (200), Pat Gray

(400) and Josh Einbinder (800)
crossed second in the sprint med-
ley relay with a time of 3:35.53
behind Union Farmers Ellison
Lucien, Andre Highsmith, Bayaan
Oluyandi and Jon Jackson who
crossed first at 3:33.32.

April 30/May 1, 2009: AL
Johnson High School easily won
the team title with a total of 84 at
the Union County girls track and
field relays held at Kehler Sta-
dium on April 30 and May 1. The
Raiders won two relay events
and placed fifth with 44 points
followed by the Blue Devil girls
with 43 points.

Raiders Sara Canfield, Whitney
Adams and Emily Nagourney took
second in the team long jump
with a combined distance of
46’5.5”. Canfield had a strong
leap of 17’4”. Canfield and Adams,

along with Camille Handy, took
top honors in the triple jump with
a combined distance of 100’9”.
Kim Wenson, Danielle Schweizer
and Malonia Miles took top hon-
ors in the shot put with a com-
bined distance of 95’9.25”.

Cranford Cougars Kelly Burke,
a junior who cleared 11 feet, and
senior Lilas Humen totaled 19’6”
to break the previous meet record
of 18 feet in the pole vault set by
New Providence in 2006 and
Cranford in 2007.

May 2, 2009: Sophomores
Danny Kerr and AJ Murray be-
came the major part of the Blue
Devils’ wrecking crew and senior
pitcher Chris Jenkins became the
silencer in a 12-0, five-inning
victory over the 15th-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers in Westfield

Fred Lecomte (May 2008) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO SUPERSTITION HERE…Brandon Heroux wears his “lucky” shirt in an interview with Leader/
Times Sports Editor/Asst. Publisher Dave Corbin (2008).

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNSESPECTING VICTIM…Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin gets doused with Gatorade after
winning the Union County Relay title (May 3, 2008).
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on May 2.
Kerr tripled and scored, then

blasted a two-run home run over
the right field fence in the first
inning, which plated nine Blue
Devils. Kerr added a single in the
second inning. Murray, who had
two plate appearances, ham-
mered a two-run homer over the
leftfield fence then added an RBI
double. Jenkins slammed a two-
run shot over the leftfield fence.

May 3, 2008: Threats of rain
hovered over Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield all afternoon
on May 3 but the real soaking
occurred over the back of
Westfield Head Coach Jack Mar-
tin after the Blue Devils captured
their first Union County Relay
championship since 1983.

Blue Devils Evan Friedman,

Gerard Pierre, Josh Einbinder and
Alex Tarlow won the distance
medley relay (DMR) with a time
of 10:33.2. Blue Devils Adam
Bergo, with a meet-best distance
of 45’9.25”, and Malcolm Allen at
41’6.75” won the triple jump with
a distance of 87’4”. Bergo, Jor-
dan Johnson and Mike Wikander
won the high jump with a height
of 17’6”. Blue Devils Brandon
Heroux, Wikander and Pat Gray
won the team javelin with a dis-
tance of 466’6”. Heroux’s toss of
192’9” was the top throw.

Raiders Mike Alleman (61’3”),
Jason Boff and Matt McQuoid won
the shot put with a distance of
149’2.5”. Alleman, with a meet-
best 158’6”, McQuod and Boff also
won the discus with a distance of
412’4”. Raiders Mike Ragan, Mar-

tin Sweeney, Dan Sapienza and
Pat Doliber crossed first in the
4x1,600 with a time of 18:21.7.

Early May, 2008: Westfield
High School (WHS) senior Bran-
don Heroux will never be the
same, at least as compared to
where he was before he decided
to give the sport of track & field
a try his sophomore year. That
decision resulted in something
he never expected. His personal-
best throw of 202 feet in the
javelin earned him the distinc-
tion of becoming first WHS stu-
dent to win an individual event at
the prestigious Penn Relays in
Philadelphia.

May 3, 2008: Blue Devils Rose
Driscoll, Lisa Nehring, Cat
Cognetti and Tessa Schaaf set a
meet record in the 4x800 meters

and Raiders Hayley Cornwell,
Cassy Valdes, Cathy Harley and
Brittney Veeck broke the meet
record in the 4x1,600 at the two-
day Union County girls relays at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on May 3.

Driscoll ran the first leg of the
4x800 and gave Nehring a com-
fortable 25-meter lead. Cognetti
received the baton with a 15-
meter lead but was overtaken
after the first lap. Cognetti re-
gained the lead and handed off
to Schaaf, who ran a personal-
record (PR) 2:21.6 to cross the
line in 9:36.5, shattering the
former record of 9:47.3 set by
Summit last year.

In the 4x1,600, Valdes received
the baton from Cornwell, a fresh-
man, in fourth place and immedi-

ately soared to the lead. Harley
extended the lead and from that
point, Veeck ran away from the
rest and crossed the line in 21:50.9
to crush the previous record of
22:02.8 set by Summit last year.

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT! PERFECT! PERFECT!…Blue Devil Evan Shapiro, center, was swarmed by his
teammates after he pitched a “Perfect” game in a 6-0 victory over the Summit Hilltoppers in the first
round of the Union County Tournament in Westfield on May 5, 2007.

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT THIRD BASE…Raider Anthony Scalfaro gets tagged out by Viking third baseman
Anthony Coletti in the fourth inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game on May
4, 2011. The Raiders won 7-1
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