
A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 7, 2020 Page 11

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

– Obituaries – Eileen Howard, 93, Loving Mother And
Grandmother, Rahway Hospital Nurse
Eileen Howard (née Tangney), 93,

passed away peacefully at home on
Saturday, 18 April 2020, after a long
illness. Her death was not related to
the current COVID-19 pandemic.

“Lile” was born in Rosnacarthna
Mor, Faha, Killarney, County Kerry,
Ireland, and attended Faha Cross
School and The Presentation Con-
vent Secondary School, Killarney,
where her lifelong love of learning
was kindled. She worked and attended
nursing school at Dulwich Hospital,
London, England, before emigrating
to the United States in 1953. She
worked several years at The Marga-
ret Hague Hospital, Jersey City, and
Alexian Brothers Hospital and Eliza-
beth General Hospital, both in Eliza-
beth, N.J., before settling with her
family in Rahway, N.J., where she
would continue to serve the commu-
nity as a Rahway Hospital nurse, ris-

ing to become Assistant Director of
Nursing, Evenings, before retiring in
1991. She was a longtime parishioner
of Saint Mary’s Church, Rahway, and
after moving to Cranford in 1995, of
Saint Michael Church, Cranford.

Mrs. Howard was predeceased by
her husband, fellow Kerryman John,
in 2016; her four siblings, Michael,
William, Noreen and Paddy, and her
niece, Colleen Tangney Mattioli. She
is survived by her five children, Jerry,
Mary, Agnes, Patrick and Jill; their
spouses, and seven grandchildren.

She was a self-sacrificing and lov-
ing mother, a solicitous and dedi-
cated nurse, and a decisive and prac-
tical manager.

“Beannacht De ort!”
Funeral services have been handled

by Gray Funeral Home of Westfield,
N.J.
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Bereavement Seminar Goes
Online Starting Saturday

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford has an-
nounced it is moving its free bereave-
ment seminar, “Journey to Whole-
ness — Healing the Grieving Heart,”
online, to best adjust to the current
pandemic landscape.

This seminar will take place this
Saturday, May 9, and the following
Saturday, May 16, from 6 to 8 p.m.
each evening. Those interested in
participating should call Patti Will-
iams, R.N., seminar founder and a
certified pastoral bereavement coun-
selor, to register at (908) 709-1341.

According to Governor Phil
Murphy, the pandemic has resulted in
an increased rate of depression, alco-
holism, frustration and overall hope-
lessness. This seminar will introduce
tools and methods for participants to
use during this difficult time period of
self-isolation and quarantine, while
learning how to cope in a positive
fashion.

Mrs. Williams and psychologist
Virginia Waters, Ph.D., both of
Cranford, founded this program 20
years ago, which to date has helped
more than 3,000 people experience
healing, find a new purpose for their
lives and feel joy once again.

“The Journey to Wholeness semi-
nar aims to assist in all sorts of loss –
jobs, divorce, death and more. How-

ever, the COVID-19 pandemic has
introduced a new type of loss that our
society has not seen in over 100 years
– a loss of our normal lives. The
uncertainty introduced into
everyone’s lives has sent us reeling. It
is Virginia’s and my goal to help our
attendees navigate these uncertain
times, process their grief and have
effective tools to overcome this unique
loss,” said Mrs. Williams.

The sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and understanding
the tasks of the grieving process, cop-
ing strategies and tools for the jour-
ney, taking good care of oneself, deal-
ing with changes, decisions, loneli-
ness, holidays, anniversaries, build-
ing a support system and more.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives and share from “the
inside out.” Participants may have fam-
ily members and friends join them for
the sessions. All faiths are welcome.

The seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Reverend
Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who had a
vision for this program and a desire to
help others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

For more information about the
program, visit firstprescranford.org/
journey-to-wholeness-healing-the-
grieving-heart/.

JFSCNJ Zoom Session
To Address Job Search

WESTFIELD AREA — Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey (JFSCNJ) will present an infor-
mational program on “How To Find A
Job During the Pandemic” on
Wednesday, May 13, at 10 a.m., via
Zoom. The presentation will be led
by Susan Reeves, JFSCNJ career spe-
cialist. This program is free and open
to the entire community.

“Over 900,000 individuals in New
Jersey have lost jobs due to the clo-
sure of many businesses during the
coronavirus pandemic,” said Mrs.
Reeves. “JFSCNJ, a non-sectarian
health and social service agency, is
here to assist those who need help
with their job search during this time
of crisis.”

Mrs. Reeves, a career coach who
focuses on job-search skills and strat-
egies, uses her knowledge of recruit-
ment and human resources to help
job seekers navigate the current job
market.

To join the Zoom session and re-
ceive an invitation, email Mrs. Reeves
at sreeves@jfscentralnj.org.

TIME GOES ON...This Federalist tall-case clock (grandfather clock) has a label
inside indicating: “Made and Sold by John Scudder, Cabinetmaker, Westfield.”
It is believed that the clock was made between 1795 and 1815. The clock continues
to tell time and strikes hourly with a pleasant clear tone, when regularly wound.
It was a gift, in 1996, to the Town of Westfield from Kurt C. Bauer, the late
publisher of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. At the
time, Mayor Bud Boothe recommended that the clock be located in the Reeve
House after it opened as a museum. In 2018, Mayor Shelley Brindle presented the
clock to the Westfield Historical Society for display in the Reeve House. It had been
displayed in the Mayors’ offices since 1996.

Emma Calabrese Initiated
Into Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — Emma
Calabrese of Scotch Plains recently
was initiated into The Honor Soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s
oldest and most selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor society, which
has its national headquarters in Ba-
ton Rouge, La. She was initiated at
The College of New Jersey.

Emma is among approximately
30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only
and requires nomination and ap-
proval by a chapter.

Only the top 10 percent of se-
niors and 7.5 percent of juniors are
eligible for membership. Graduate
students in the top 10 percent of
the number of candidates for gradu-
ate degrees also may qualify, as do
faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved schol-

arly distinction.
Phi Kappa Phi was founded in

1897 under the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus L. Urann,
who had a desire to create a different
kind of honor society: one that rec-
ognized excellence in all academic
disciplines. Today, the Society has
chapters on more than 300 campuses
in the United States and the Philip-
pines. Its mission is “To recognize
and promote academic excellence in
all fields of higher education and to
engage the community of scholars in
service to others.”

Since its founding, more than
1.5 million members have been ini-
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi. Some of
its’ notable members are former
President Jimmy Carter, NASA as-
tronaut Wendy Lawrence, novelist
John Grisham and YouTube co-
founder Chad Hurley. Each year,
Phi Kappa Phi awards nearly $1
million to outstanding students and
members through graduate and dis-
sertation fellowships, undergradu-
ate study abroad grants, funding
for post-baccalaureate develop-
ment, and grants for local, national
and international literacy initia-
tives. For more information, visit
phikappaphi.org.

Historical Soc. Seeks
Input on Pandemic

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society is asking for the
public’s help in documenting the
COVID-19 pandemic for its archives.

Members of the community are
invited to send in photos, drawings,
videos, essays, poems and anything
else that they think speaks to the
impact of the pandemic in the
Westfield community.

Items may be sent to the attention
of Westfield Historical Society
Trustee Robert Wendel at the
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
email address, or to the Google Drive
folder link listed on the Westfield
Historical Society website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org. Par-
ticipants can include their name and
contact information or remain anony-
mous.

Westfield Eagle Scout
Catalogues Monuments

WESTFIELD — To complete his
Eagle Scout Award project, Joey
Maldonado recently worked with the
Westfield Historical Society Archives
volunteers in cataloging the dozens
of monuments, historical markers and
plaques placed throughout Westfield.

To view Joey’s work, interested per-
sons are invited to check out an interac-
tive Google map showing all the sites.
They can then walk around Westfield,
stop at each monument and learn more
of the history of Westfield. The map
may be accessed at sites.google.com/
view/westfieldhistoricalmarkers/.

Further information is available
on the Westfield Historical
Society’s website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Many of us remember studying
history, in awe of stories of survival
by many subjected to disasters, war,
civil unrest and plagues. Often won-
dering, how did people get through
those horrible situations? Even now,
hearing about worldwide events of
tragic proportions — earthquakes,
flooding, violent regimes — feel-
ing blessed not to be in those trau-
matic, life-altering situations.

Unfortunately, much too close to
home, an invisible enemy, deadly
threat and “all out war,” has landed
on our own doorstep. It feels surreal.

Feeling a longing for normalcy,
we recall a time before face masks,
social distancing and seeing our
friends and family. Even missing
our mundane, daily routines. These
are extraordinary times.

How do we get through these un-
certain times? Trying to focus on
positives, keeping busy, exercising
and faith have been some ways many
have been able to cope. We have
learned some important things since
this all began, and many of these are
not so bad.

Seeing self-sacrifice of medical
professionals, all first responders
and “just average” Americans, we
realize people are basically good.
We want to help others. Most of us
adhere to the restrictions and new
daily life changes for ourselves to

stay safe – but also, to help others
and the overall common good.

People are looking for ways to
help others – comfort, support and
appreciate those in the medical field
and other first responders. Some
lining up to cheer for them, others
sending cards, messages and food.
Many making masks, collecting
food and offering to shop for eld-
erly or infirmed neighbors. All of
them strangers before the pandemic.

Perhaps we’ve developed a greater
sense of gratitude. For most of us,
our blessings are many: food, shel-
ter, “good” health, community sup-
port and love of family and friends.
So much taken for granted just a few
months ago. Appreciating what we
have and helping others is essential
to good mental health always.

Vital to the human experience,
faith, hope and love – are on our
minds today.

Family is not put aside for work,
the gym, salons, “other things to
do...” Learning the importance of
what really matters is possibly the
message we needed. Slow down,
stay safe, take care of yourself and
others. Not a bad way to
live...anyway.

***
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed

therapist with Youth and Family
Counseling Service, 233 Prospect
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908)
233-2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

Library Posts Online Events
For Adults During May

SCOTCH PLAINS — The doors
may be closed, but there is still plenty
going on at the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s digital branch, among them
several May offerings for adults.

Members of the community are
invited to join librarians on Thursday,
May 14, at 7 p.m., for “What Are You
Watching?” During this informal get-
together on Zoom, participants will
chat about whatever they have been
watching while at home, whether they
are using the library’s resources or
their personal collection.

The following Thursday, May 21, at
7 p.m., the Cookbook Club will host
its book club virtually so its many
dedicated members can stay connected.
Participants are encouraged to find
and make a frittata recipe and share the
results with other members via Zoom.

A Virtual Craft & Chat program
will be presented on Thursday, May

28, at 7 p.m. Participants are invited
to join Adult Services librarians and
other craft hobbyists for some virtual
connection. They may bring along
their work in progress for an opportu-
nity to craft together and chat about
how hobbies help them get through
this unique time.

Every Tuesday night on Facebook,
at 8 p.m., the library is offering First
Chapter: Virtual Storytime for Adults.
Each week, a librarian will spotlight
one of the many books from the
RBdigital Collection by reading the
first chapter.

With the exception of the Virtual
Storytimes, all of these events require
registration on the library’s website,
scotlib.org. Registered participants
will receive a Zoom link via email a
day or two before the meeting. For
more information, go to scotlib.org/
events or email library@scotlib.org.

Sewers Needed To
Make Cloth Masks

AREA — NJ Sews in Unity is an
all-volunteer group that sews free,
washable cloth masks for first re-
sponders and medical personnel. The
need is tremendous. The group is in
need of more sewers. Anyone who is
interested can join NJ Sewers via its
Facebook page at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s /
50491857094547/.
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Charles A. Burgdorf, 83, Family Man;
Very Active In Westfield Community
Charles Ambrose Burgdorf, 83,

entered eternal life on Friday, April
17, 2020, in Westfield, N.J., after a
long illness. Charlie’s family feels
blessed that his final wish of dying at
home in his own bedroom was ful-
filled. He leaves behind his wife,
Margaret (McGettigan), of fifty-seven
years; his son Charles
Michael and his wife,
Christina, of Manhasset,
N.Y.; grandson Brendan
and his wife, Jessica, of
Philadelphia, Pa.; grand-
daughters Sadie, Olivia
and Maelyn; grandsons
Christian and Toby; son
Patrick Hugh, his wife,
Erin, and their three chil-
dren, Eva, Hugh and Ella,
of Allenhurst, N.J.;
daughter-in-law, Betsey;
and cousin, James Barry
of Peekskill, N.Y.

Charlie first saw the light of day on
September 8, 1936 in Peekskill, N.Y.,
the only child of Ambrose Charles
Burgdorf and Catherine Agnes
Burgdorf (Taylor). His loving parents
raised him during World War II, and
even at an early age, he was a patriot
who practiced conservation. He col-
lected aluminum foil and paper during
wartime, for which he received an
award from his town.

He attended the Peekskill School
District through high school, where
he was an honor student, also excel-
ling in baseball, football and basket-
ball. He attended Lehigh University,
earning a Bachelor of Science degree
in both Chemical Engineering and
Business Administration. He was a
member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity
and a pitcher on the university base-
ball team. After graduation, he began
his career at PPG Industries in New-
ark, N.J. Charlie later attended
evening classes at Rutgers University
in Newark, where he received an MBA
and Professional Engineering license.

In 1961, he met the love of his
life, Margaret, a young immigrant
from Scotland. Married within a
year in St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Stamford, Conn., they moved to
Bloomfield and began their mar-
ried life together. One year later,
they became parents as they de-
lighted in the birth of their first
child, Charlie. Two years later, they
doubled their delight when their sec-
ond son, Patrick, was born.

They moved to Westfield in 1967,
where they put down deep roots.
Charlie was an original member of
The Parish Community of Saint Helen.

At this time, Charlie was employed
by M & T Chemical Company, lo-
cated in Rahway, N.J., which later
became part of Total Fina. He trav-
eled for several years to Carrollton,
Ky., where he managed a large engi-
neering project. For his expertise in
the handling of the project, the State

of Kentucky honored him
with the distinction of be-
ing named a Kentucky
Colonel.

Charlie remained active
by coaching youth sports
and was also a member of
the Westfield Boosters As-
sociation. He was a sup-
porter of the Westfield
High School wrestling
team and traveled to many
matches with them to out-
of-town venues. In 1976,
he coached the Bisons, a
youth baseball team in the

Pony League, beginning a multi-year
championship run rivaling that of the
New York Yankees.

He was, for many years, a Dis-
patcher for the Westfield Rescue
Squad.

Charlie had a great love for his nine
grandchildren and took delight in all
their endeavors, be it theater, dance,
sports and academics. He loved his
home at the Jersey Shore, where he
spent many hours walking the beach.
Another great love was fishing off the
beach, having only caught one fish
ever, which required assistance from
Margaret to get it off the hook. He was
a prolific reader of the classics and
biographies and enjoyed U.S. history,
especially the Civil War era. He was a
dedicated New York Mets fan.

He will be sorely missed by all who
loved him. All who knew him are
asked to raise a glass in celebration of
the remarkable life he lived and the
legacy he leaves behind. May his soul
rest in peace.

Our heartfelt gratitude to the hos-
pice team of Atlantic Health System
and his devoted doctor, Joseph
Clemente, MD, of Warren, N.J. Also,
to The Parish Community of Saint
Helen and their priests for constantly
keeping him in their prayers during
his illness. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at a later date at St.
Helen’s. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to Helping Hands and
Hearts, c/o St. Helen’s, 1600 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090, or to
a charity of your choice.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home of Westfield.
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Charles A. Burgdorf
PCW Clothing Drive To
Benefit Agape Program

WESTFIELD — Area residents
are encouraged to consider donating
their unneeded items for the clothing
drive fundraiser being conducted by
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
from Sunday, May 17, to Thursday,
May 21.

Collections will not involve face-
to-face contact. Participants can drop
plastic bagged donations into the
church van in the parking lot of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, during those dates only.

“We will take usable clothing,
shoes, belts, linens, curtains, tow-
els, ties, pocketbooks, bedding, pil-
lows, stuffed animals, etc,” said
Amy Jones, coordinator of the
Agape program.

The clothing drive will raise money
for the Agape Community Kitchen
program, a youth-led mission of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The
school-age and adult volunteers serve

200 hot, free meals weekly in a church
in Elizabeth.

The donations will raise money to
help fund the meals and lift the spir-
its of guests of the Agape program.
During the pandemic, contact with
guests has been discontinued, but
will resume as soon as the New Jer-
sey Governor allows.

Anyone with questions may con-
tact Janet Smith at Jns202@aol.com.

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Don’t Miss the Vital Message
During This Difficult Journey

I N  S E S S I O N

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #3-2020
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on May 4, 2020. The Board of
Health will further consider the same for final passage on June 1, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. The
meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building
located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members
of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #3-2020

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2019 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2020.

Job Title Salary Range
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $65,500 — $70,000
Health Educator $65,500 — $70,000

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
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