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Mayor Brindle’s
Broken Budget

On March 10  just before the devas-
tating human and economic impact of
the COVID-19 virus would become
widely known, Mayor Shelly Brindle
released a “Bold Action Plan” for
Westfield. In it, she criticized the
town’s prior budget policies that had,
in her words, “taken a very conserva-
tive approach to budgeting which has
effectively maintained the status quo
while yielding a positive AAA-bond
rating and sizable surplus.” Quite an
admission.

In announcing her new plan, Mayor
Brindle mocked the sound fiscal man-
agement that successfully navigated
Westfield through the economic con-
sequences of 9/11, the Great Reces-
sion, and Superstorm Sandy, saying
that it was an “approach that a finan-
cial advisor would apply to a couple
in retirement, ensuring there is ad-
equate funding to support basic needs
for their remaining years, while leav-
ing something for the grandkids.”
Well, seven weeks later, it turns out
that, as usual, grandma knows best.

There is no better evidence of the
Brindle administration’s mismanage-
ment and profligate spending than the
recently introduced 2020 town bud-
get. Among other lowlights, the bud-
get includes (1) an increase in prop-
erty taxes up to the state maximum;
(2) continuing decreases from 2019
in parking, municipal court, construc-
tion, and other non-tax revenues that
are paid in part by non-residents, due
in large part to the Mayor’s anti-en-
forcement, anti-homebuilding poli-
cies; and (3) most alarming, and not-
withstanding the Mayor’s prior assur-
ances about “maintaining a healthy
$10-million surplus,” Westfield’s
2020 municipal budget anticipates our
year-end surplus to be only $7 million
— less than half what it was just two
years ago.

Mayor Brindle inherited a budget
surplus of $14.5 million in 2018.
Under more prudent leadership, at
least $7.5 million in additional sur-
plus funds would now be available
for Westfield to assist residents and
local businesses to weather this fi-
nancial storm; for example, by im-
posing no property tax increase, of-
fering a partial refund to commuters
who paid for parking permits they
cannot use, or providing meaningful
economic relief to downtown busi-
nesses.  Instead, that money is gone,
used to pay for parties and to plug
budget holes.

Over the past few weeks, Council-
man Mark LoGrippo has sounded
the alarm about the exorbitant prop-
erty tax hike and dangerous use of
surplus that Mayor Brindle was set
to propose in this year’s budget. Even
though Councilman LoGrippo is a
minority of one on the town council,
his efforts helped to cut the Mayor’s
preliminary 2.99 percent tax increase
in 2020 by one-third. But even the
Mayor’s 2 percent tax levy increase,
the maximum allowed by state law
and on top of this year’s 18 percent
increase in the sewer fee, is more
than Westfield residents should pay
in light of the town’s historic finan-
cial health.

Westfield residents will pay a far
higher property tax increase in 2020
than those in neighboring towns like
Scotch Plains and Berkeley Heights
who, like many others, have found a
way to impose no tax increase in their
budgets this year. Even Union County,
not known for its fiscal austerity, has
introduced a budget with a tax levy
increase of 0 percent. Leaders in other

towns, like Wyckoff, are actually de-
creasing the property tax burden on
their residents. “No tax increase is the
right thing to do at this time, even
though we all have rising costs,”
Wyckoff Mayor Timothy Shanley
wisely observed. Westfield used to
lead other communities in fiscal re-
sponsibility; now, we can’t even fol-
low them.

In just over two years, the policies
of the Brindle administration have
increased spending, reduced non-tax
revenues (largely by design, as the
Mayor admitted when introducing the
2020 budget), and raided our surplus
savings account. Had Mayor Brindle
continued rather than mocked the
sound fiscal management that, even
three years later, is keeping our bud-
get hole from becoming a crater, the
town would be much better prepared
to address unexpected, but inevitable,
financial challenges like those now
being caused by COVID-19.

Instead, Westfield’s robust surplus,
the “healthy nest egg” that Mayor
Brindle described on March 10 as the
result of smart fiscal policies of the
past, has been poached.  Taxes are
up, revenues are down, and more than
half of our surplus is gone. Equally
concerning, as noted at this year’s
budget meeting, even greater fiscal
challenges lie ahead. Grandma would
not be pleased.

JoAnn Neylan
Chairwoman Westfield Town

Republican Committee

Former Councilman Takes
 Issue With Westfield Budget

Resident Praises
Mayor, Westfield Budget

I am writing today to express sup-
port for Westfield’s Mayor and town
council on a variety of fronts as they
navigate the town through circum-
stances no one has ever experienced
or anticipated. With no way to tell if
we are closer to the beginning or the
end, I continue to be very proud of
my vote for Mayor Brindle.

This past week, there was a flurry
of praise and, sadly, criticism for
the outcome of the recent budget
process. Yes, one never wants to
hear that taxes are going up, or that
we are tapping into a “rainy day
fund,” but today’s skies are far from
blue, and the resulting budget con-
tinues to focus on the priorities that
will help to grow Westfield. For
instance, in spite of unprecedented
circumstances, our council has ef-
fectively managed our tax rate while
still maintaining a $7 million sur-
plus, remarkable given last year’s 0
percent tax rate.  Over the last three
years, we’ve seen our town taxes
increase only an average of $22 per

year (.8 percent), remarkable when
considering we need to give our
deserving first responders and pub-
lic employees 2 percent raises. And,
while the council smartly deferred
capital improvements, we can be
thankful that we’ll still see progress
this year on road paving, park im-
provements, and redevelopment
plans for revitalizing our downtown,
which is now more important than
ever.

It is often said that “desperate
times call for desperate measures.”
Thanks to Mayor Brindle’s admin-
istration, these desperate times
haven’t made the Town of Westfield
desperate. But now, it’s on all of us
to support our community and our
leaders to keep us on the right track
and to continue to make us all proud
to live in this fine town.

Thank you, and hope all stay
healthy and safe.

Jeffrey Kagan
Westfield

I couldn’t help but notice two of
the front-page stories in last week’s
Westfield Leader, reporting sepa-
rately but similarly that the 2020
budgets introduced by Garwood
and Union County include no prop-
erty tax increase.  The week be-
fore, The Leader reported that
Scotch Plains residents also would
see no tax increase this year, quot-
ing Mayor Al Smith that the town
sought a flat tax levy because
“‘there’s a lot of pain out there
now,’ a reference to people cur-
rently out of work and struggling
to pay household bills” in light of
the pandemic.

Sadly, a third article on last
week’s front page told the story of
the ongoing pain that Westfield
residents will feel during these
challenging times, with both a prop-
erty tax increase at or near the state
maximum and a use of surplus funds
that will reduce the town’s savings
to only $7 million, from $14.5 mil-
lion just two years ago. “Bold ac-
tion” by Mayor Brindle indeed.

I hope that Westfield residents
will remember how our local
elected officials treated us this year
when we needed them most:  an 18
percent increase in the sewer fee,
the maximum allowable property
tax increase, no discount on unus-
able commuter parking or reduced-
service conservation center per-
mits, and secret drone surveillance
in our parks and playgrounds. But,
as Mayor Brindle likes to point
out, some of us have newly-paved
streets – which we can admire from
afar out our front windows while
we figure out how to pay our bills
from quarantine.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

Westfield Finance Chair,
Mayor Offer Budget Highlights

The Town of Westfield’s 2020
municipal budget was introduced
to the public at last Tuesday night’s
town council meeting. Six weeks
into our stay at home order from
the Governor, so much has changed
in our lives. For one thing, many of
us are reviewing our own personal
finances in light of the times, and
so we have done the same with the
2020 municipal budget.

With the council’s guidance, the
town administrator and the CFO
worked diligently with the department
heads to make significant and strate-
gic cuts so that we could manage the
tax-rate increase to the public in these
times of economic uncertainty for both
residents and municipalities.

Here are the 2020 Budget high-
lights:

- Despite a 2.3 percent (+$1mm)
increase in non-discretionary costs
(health care, pension, utilities, etc.)
we were able to reduce the total
budget by -1.3 percent ($615K), the
first budget decrease in eight years.

- Even with these cuts, projected
revenue shortfalls (e.g. from the
court, building department, park-
ing, etc) necessitate an increase in
the tax levy which has been kept to
1.95 percent, or an average of $54
per household.

- The manageable increase was
further enabled by a $4.5-million
allocation from our healthy sur-
plus of $11.5 million. This “rainy
day fund” is meant for times like
these, tiding us over into better
economic times, which is why we
are prudently keeping $7 million
in reserve.

- Meanwhile, progress continues
on several projects, many of which
have already been paid for. Expect
to see new pathways in
Mindowaskin, a new Sycamore
Park playground, completion of the
train station coffee kiosk, and more
road paving as a result of our inno-
vative partnership with
Elizabethtown Gas.

- The process of reimagining our
downtown, more important now
than ever, will continue as we move
towards designating our Special
Improvement District an “area in
need of rehabilitation” and our mu-
nicipal parking lots, Lord & Taylor
properties, and the Rialto as “areas
in need of redevelopment.” These
designations are critical to attract-
ing needed investment in town, im-
proving quality of life, and diver-
sifying and expanding our tax base.

- The planning for the imple-

mentation of our Parks Strategic
Plan priorities continues so that we
can take clear and expedient steps
forward when the economic im-
pacts of COVID-19 are better un-
derstood. Among other things, the
Tamaques wetlands delineation
study, funded by a matching county
grant, is scheduled for completion
in June which will inform the pos-
sibilities for expanding recreation
areas in the park.

Our budget is a plan, and can be
adapted as we learn more about the
ultimate impacts of the pandemic.
We are comfortable that the budget
adopted last week is as robust as
possible in the face of many un-
knowns, most critically the poten-
tial decline of property tax collec-
tion rates in light of changing eco-
nomic circumstances for some resi-
dents. Steps are now in place to
review our progress against the
budget on a monthly basis in case
we need to take additional cost-
cutting measures. We will pay equal
if not more attention to identifying
new revenue sources, and we re-
main committed to prioritizing sen-
sible and proactive investments for
the long term.

Our community has grown stron-
ger as we face ongoing, pandemic-
related hardships, and we know
that together we can surmount any-
thing that comes our way. On be-
half of the council, we thank each
and every one of you for the criti-
cal role you have played in keeping
our businesses viable, serving the
front line, finding silver linings and
remembering the importance of
compassion and kindness as we
collectively face events and conse-
quences that none of us ever could
have imagined.

We encourage all of you to re-
view the budget presentation on
the town website and send com-
ments and questions to us at
budget@westfieldnj.gov. The bud-
get is scheduled to be ratified on
Tuesday, May 26, and we continue
to have bi-monthly council meet-
ings by Zoom. Please join us!

It is an honor and pleasure to
serve you.

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Councilwoman Linda Habgood,

Chair, Finance Policy Committee

*https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
vertical/sites/%7B57704CD8-

22F3-44AB-BC43-
B0B1CE80A3BB%7D/uploads/

2020_Proposed_Municipal_Budget_.pdf

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

On December 12, 2019, bids were re-
ceived by the Township of Cranford for the
2019 Municipal Paving Program - Phase
3. Respondents were required to comply
with various bid requirements including
P.L. 1975, C. 127 and N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq. The
Township of Cranford has awarded Con-
tract for said project. The contract and
Resolution No. 2020-197 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk.

Awarded to: American Asphalt & Mill-
ing Services, LLC, 96 Midland Avenue,
Kearny, New Jersey 07032

Service: Provision of Construction Ser-
vices in Connection with the 2019 Munici-
pal Paving Program - Phase 3

Total Bid Price: $827,058.27
Date: April 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076, from interested vendors for Ath-
letic Reconditioning (herein referred to
as the “Vendor”) in accordance with the
Bid Requests prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
obtained by calling Ms. Deborah S.
Saridaki, School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary at (908) 232-6161 ext.
4013 or e-mailing dsaridaki@spfk12.org.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

All vendors are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127,
“Law Against Discrimination” and the Affir-
mative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 11:00 AM on Thursday, May 21,
2020.

1. Submit two (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copy in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope “Reconditioning BID May
20.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 05/07/20, The Times Fee: $59.67

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 99-2020

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE APRIL 28, 2020

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2020:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of May 7, 2020;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2020:

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2020 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $416,347.00

Total General Revenue $416,347.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS

Operating
Salaries & Wages $254,339.00
Other Expenses $162,008.00

Total General Appropriations $416,347.00

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on April 28, 2020.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 on May 26, 2020 at 8:00
PM at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2020 may be presented
by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested person. If the
meeting on May 26, 2020 must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing will
be held digitally with a link/meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s
website (www.westfieldnj.gov) in advance of the meeting.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 05/07/20, The Leader Fee: $71.40

Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week (10 week run)

Double Size: $40 per week (10 week run)

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

We Sell Space

To Advertise, Contact the Spaceman
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Sign Structure Replacement Contract 2016-2, Contract No. SWI153340, City of
Newark and Township of Millburn, Essex County; Springfield Township and

Union Township, Union County; Hillside Township, Union County
100% State; UPC NO: 153340; DP No: 20115

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $174.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 05/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Contract N211, U.S. 46 in Essex, Morris and Passaic
Counties and Various Locations in Essex, Morris, Passaic and Union Counties

100% State; DP No: 20402
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/30/20, 05/07/20 and 05/14/20, The Leader Fee: $168.30

Electrician Offers
Free Hour of Work

AREA — S. Swenson & Sons
Electricians, since 1928, is offering
residents who have been laid off, or
are over age 65, one hour of free
electrical work. Residents of
Westfield and Scotch Plains who
qualify are being offered a free hour
of work (plus the cost of materials)
for the week of May 17th through
23rd. Qualifying residents of
Cranford, Garwood and Kenilworth
are being offered the week of June
14th to June 20th. Additional time, or
appointments booked outside of those
dates, will be charged at the standard
rate. Swenson and Sons can be
reached at (908) 276-9000.
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