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Fairview Cemetery Says Thank You
WESTFIELD — As the days of

quarantine turned into weeks, and as
the parks were shut down, many
Westfield and county residents sought
out the serenity and peacefulness of
the grounds of Fairview Cemetery.
Spring is perhaps the most beautiful
time to walk the grounds, when many
blossoming trees are profuse with
flowers. The rolling hills are inviting
to residents for strolling and seeking
solitude.

Yet sadly, the number of burials
has increased in recent weeks. The
rules of social distancing have been
particularly challenging for those
who required burial services. As
heartbreaking as it might sound, and
in accordance with recently
mandated state law, only a limited
number of people can be in

attendance during a burial service.
The staff at Fairview has worked
diligently to meet the needs of
families during this difficult set of
circumstances and trying times.

Fairview has sought to welcome
all to the grounds while balancing the
laws and family needs. While some
cemeteries have opted to close their
gates, Fairview has been determined
to stay open and to accommodate all
who would seek to walk the grounds.
With state and town parks now
reopened for your use, we wish to
thank all in the community who have
respected the needs of families in
mourning and maintained proper
distance as required. These are
delicate times and it is the observation
of the staff at Fairview that great
respect has been maintained.
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Mayor Smith Joins Mayors
In Urging CARES Funding
SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Al

Smith was among mayors from the
7th Congressional District towns of
Garwood, Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Summit,
Clinton and Raritan last week to call
on the U.S. House and Senate leader-
ship of both parties to provide for
dedicated municipal funding in the
next CARES package expected to
come up for a vote in early May.

 “I have also sent the congressional
leaders a letter specific to Scotch
Plains and the negative potential im-
pact of an uncertain economic envi-
ronment,” Mayor Smith said in a press
release. “For example, a 5-percent
loss of property-tax collection could
cause a 21-percent deficiency in the
municipal government budget given
that the municipality must first pay
the board of education and county.”

“Scotch Plains is a nine-square-
mile town of about 24,000 people. It
has a medium-sized downtown of
about 200 small businesses with an
additional 100 businesses spread
throughout other commercial corri-
dors of our town. The town is in the
process of planning a revitalization
of the downtown in conjunction with
providing affordable housing. The
town has a Aaa-bond rating and the
budget is lean,” Mayor Smith said in
his letter to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.),
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-
Calif.)

He said Scotch Plains has an obli-
gation to raise $109 million in prop-
erty taxes, $69.5 million of which
goes to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, with $22.7 mil-
lion going to Union County. The
township’s budget is $26 million. A
5-percent loss in collection of those
taxes would leave Scotch Plains $5.5
million short of that obligation, Mayor
Smith said.

“Therefore, the municipal budget
would have a 21-percent deficit lead-
ing to a significant reduction of mu-
nicipal services and municipal staff,”
Mayor Smith said in his letter. “A 10-
percent loss in property-tax revenue
would lead to an $11-million, or a 42-
percent, reduction in municipal funds,
severely impacting the municipal
government’s ability to deliver es-
sential town services.”

“Loss or reduction in state aid
would compound the situation. Mu-
nicipalities of all sizes need the abil-
ity to tap into emergency funding to
care for this probable revenue loss,”
Mayor Smith continued.

The joint letter urged support for
U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski’s (D-7th,
Somerville) bill, H.R. 6467, which
would provide $250 billion in stabili-
zation funds to localities with popu-
lations lower than 500,000 in any
future CARES package. Under this
Coronavirus Community Relief Act,
state and local governments with a
population under 500,000 would be
eligible for support to cover expenses
attributable to the COVID-19 epi-
demic, including lost revenue.

Amtrak Receives $1 Billion
In Response to COVID-19

County Parks Reopen on
Limited Basis With Distancing

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sec-
retary of Transportation Elaine L.
Chao has announced that the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (DOT) Fed-
eral Railroad Administration (FRA)
is making over $1 billion available to
the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration (Amtrak) to support the
railroad’s activities to prevent, pre-
pare for, and respond to the spread of
the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) in the United States and
its impacts on operations and busi-
ness. The funding is being provided
under the recently enacted
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act.

“This $1 billion in federal emer-
gency assistance to Amtrak will help
maintain service for its passengers
when the economy recovers,” Secre-
tary Chao said.

According to a U.S. DOT press
release, Amtrak has experienced an
unprecedented decline of over 90

percent in ridership in recent weeks
as well as a decline in future ticket
purchases for the coming months,
and has pulled certain routes out of
service. The CARES Act funding will
be used to offset the loss of ticket
revenue, which is used to pay Amtrak’s
employees, buy fuel for its operations
and construction materials for its
projects, and maintain Amtrak’s net-
work of intercity passenger routes,
including funding track and infra-
structure maintenance programs on
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor.

Under the CARES Act, FRA will
make or amend existing grants to Amtrak
to provide a total of approximately
$1.02 billion; $492,000,000 for the
Northeast Corridor and $526,000,000
for the National Network Grants, as
authorized under the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act.

At least $239,000,000 of the funds
provided will be used in lieu of any
increase in states’ payments.

Pinkin, Kennedy Support
Reopening of Parks, Courses

FEEDING THOSE IN NEED...The Cranford PBA (Policemen’s Benevolent
Association) has partnered with the Cranford FMBA (Firefighters Mutual
Benevolent Association) and FLAG of Cranford to organize a food drive to help
local food banks. Its main focus is Cranford Family Care and families in need in
Cranford. This Saturday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Police Unity Tour
trailer and State PBA trailer will be on site, with their goal/ motto to #packthetrailer.
Volunteers from the PBA, FMBA and FLAG will be on site to remove the goods
from vehicles and fill the trailer. It will be a non-contact removal. Strength and
Fitness Club also has partnered and allowed the drive to be held in the parking lot
at 570 South Avenue East. For more information, contact Cranford PBA Local
No. 52 Delegate Rob Chamra at delegate@cranfordpba52.org.

TRENTON — Following the
Governor’s executive action to allow
state and county parks as well as golf
courses to reopen, Assembly Demo-
crats Nancy Pinkin (D-18th, Edison)
and James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway), the chair and vice-chair of
the Assembly Environment and Solid
Waste Committee, respectively, is-
sued the following joint statement:

“It is encouraging that our parks
and golf courses will be reopening. As
the weather gets nice and we approach
summer, all we want is for people to
once again be able to get outdoors and
enjoy New Jersey’s nature and public
spaces. The opportunity to get outside
for fresh air and exercise will prove
greatly beneficial for our mental, physi-

cal and emotional health.
“We remind visitors to strictly abide

by social distancing guidelines to be
safe, keeping six feet apart from oth-
ers, and strongly advise wearing face
coverings. By no means, do we want
to see people crowding these spaces
come the weekend and as a result
jeopardizing our progress in flatten-
ing the curve. We all still need to be
careful and mindful.

“We also kindly ask people to safely
and responsibly dispose of personal
masks, gloves and other waste at the
end of their visit, so that everyone can
enjoy the best of what New Jersey’s
outdoors have to offer.”

Mr.  Kennedy’s 22nd  Distict in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Senate Republicans Happy
Parks Have Reopened

MVC Agencies to Stay
Closed Until May 11
TRENTON — New Jersey Motor

Vehicle Commission Chief Adminis-
trator Sue Fulton has announced that
all agency, road testing, and inspec-
tions facilities will remain closed until
at least Monday, May 11. The clo-
sures are part of the Murphy
Administration’s ongoing efforts to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

In addition to expanding online ser-
vices, the commission is continuing
essential operations, including mea-
sures to support commercial trucking
to keep the supply chain moving dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Most renewals of driver licenses,
non-driver IDs and registrations –
including, for the first time, some
commercial registrations – can be
processed online at NJMVC.gov.
Customers can change their address,
pay fees and take advantage of other
services online as well.

Drivers with suspended licenses
can seek to get licenses restored, if
they are eligible, using email instead
of phone or in-person interactions.
Drivers who believe they are eligible
for restoration should email
suspension.info@mvc.nj.gov.

Customers should check
NJMVC.gov for the latest informa-
tion and updates.

PARKS REOPEN...Union County parks, including Warinanco in Elizabeth/
Roselle, partially reopened Saturday for limited and passive activities only, in
accordance with statewide restrictions issued by New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy.

COUNTY — Union County parks
partially reopened Saturday for lim-
ited and passive activities only, in
accordance with statewide restrictions
issued by New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy. The county’s two golf
courses were to open this week after
routine maintenance is conducted.

“Union County parks will reopen
under guidelines that are consistent
with the statewide plan, which pro-
vides for residents to benefit from
healthy outdoor activities while dili-
gently observing precautions against
spreading or contracting COVID-
19,” Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

“As a reminder, the virus does not
disappear outside,” Freeholder
Mirabella added. “Please be safe,
and help save lives by observing the
six-foot social-distance guideline
and other rules for visiting county
parks during this time.”

Union County parks are open on
the following basis:

1. All group activities, including
picnics and other gatherings, remain
prohibited.

2. Only individual activities are per-
mitted, such as walking, jogging, bicy-
cling and fishing. For these activities,
individuals may be accompanied by
family members, caretakers, house-
hold members or romantic partners.

3. Park visitors must stay on marked
paths and observe signage for social
distancing.

4. Park visitors are encouraged to
wear masks.

The following facilities remain
closed until further notice: restrooms,
picnic areas, athletic fields, play-
grounds and exercise stations, Trailside
Nature & Science Center, Warinanco
Sports Center, Watchung Stable, Echo
Lake and Warinanco dog parks.

Visitors are advised to avoid con-
gested areas. When using pathways

and trails, give way to others, in order
to maintain a six-foot social distance.

Visitors also are advised to observe
other COVID-19 preventive mea-
sures, including: wash hands fre-
quently, do not touch face, cover
coughs and sneezes with tissue or
elbow, do not go out if sick, stay away
from sick people, and use a face mask
for additional protection.

Park visitors should stay on marked
trails in order to preserve fragile native
habitat in county parks. The taking of
plants and other wildlife is prohibited.
Share paved paths by keeping to the
right unless passing others. Bicycles
are permitted only on paved paths.
Dogs must be kept on a leash. All trash
must be carried out where receptacles
are full or unavailable.

TRENTON —The Senate Repub-
lican leadership team said Governor
Phil Murphy’s decision to reopen state
and county parks and golf courses is
a reasonable step and that many busi-
nesses also are ready to resume op-
erations once restrictions are lifted.

“Over the last few weeks, we have
witnessed with awe and pride an amaz-
ing transformation in the attitudes
and practices of individual New
Jerseyans as they adopted necessary
social-distancing and personal pro-
tective measures that just months ago
would have been unthinkable.

“Similarly, we have watched as re-
tailers, educators, and healthcare pro-
fessionals have responded with inge-
nuity, dedication, and professional-
ism to ensure their ability to continue
serving their communities.

“Given the increased understand-
ing of reasonable personal behavior
during this time, we believe the re-
opening of open spaces across New
Jersey, including state and county
parks and golf courses, is long over-
due. Still, we are glad Governor
Murphy has finally acknowledged
what most New Jerseyans have been
asking for since the parks were closed.

“Additionally, we believe it’s time
for the governor to begin to trust the
tens of thousands of small businesses
that have plans in place and are ready
to reopen safely. They’ve made de-
tailed plans and taken steps to ensure
their ability to reopen while protecting

their workers and customers. There’s
no reason a shop on Main Street has to
remain shut when the convenience
store next door is open. If they can put
in place the same precautions, Gover-
nor Murphy should lift the restrictions
he placed on them and let them get
back to work.”

According to the New Jersey Busi-
ness and Industry Association Busi-
ness Recovery Survey, 70 percent of
businesses said they could operate
safely under social-distancing guide-
lines recommended by the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC).

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-198 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856

Service: Engineering Services in con-
nection with the 2019 Municipal Paving
Program- Phase 3

Fee: Not to Exceed $72,500.00
Date: April 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
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Bill Would Provide Hazard
Pay for Frontline Workers

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) announced last week the
Essential Pay for Essential Workers
Act, legislation that would pay work-
ers providing essential services an ad-
ditional $15 per hour in compensation
on top of their regular pay.

Acknowledging the higher risk of
infection for all workers required to
keep grocery stores, sanitation services,
postal operations and other critical fa-
cilities running, the bill broadly de-
fines essential work based on the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency’s (CISA) guidelines for
critical infrastructure, according to a
press release from  the Congresswoman.

“Two things are happening to the
people who are working to keep our
pantries full, ambulances on the streets,
and boxes delivered: they’re putting
their lives and their families’ lives at
risk with little protection and even
less compensation, and they are often
already the individuals with the least
financial security,” Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said. “This bill is
about recognizing something we’ve
always known but have never admit-
ted – that we can’t function without
these workers. They should be paid in

a way that acknowledges that, and
they should be compensated for the
risk they’re forced to take.”

The Essential Pay for Essential Work-
ers Act would mean that a worker in a
covered industry previously paid at $10
per hour would receive $25 per hour
during the coronavirus outbreak. The
workers provide services in: healthcare,
food and agriculture, energy, water and
wastewater, transportation, public
works, communication and informa-
tion technology, critical manufacturing,
hazardous materials, shelter facilities
and services, law enforcement, and hy-
giene products, according to the release.

The Congresswoman previously
said she sent a letter to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.)
urging a broader definition and stron-
ger protections for essential workers
in further coronavirus relief packages,
and another signed by more than 150
members of Congress urging protec-
tions for essential federal workers.
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