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Photo courtesy of Francesca M. Witzburg
IT’S A BOY!...Francesca Witzburg and her husband, Adam Witzburg, of Fanwood, hold their new son, Adam Martin
Witzburg, who was born on April 22 at Saint Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, two months early and in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Fanwood Preemie is a
‘Beacon of Hope’
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By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood resident
Francesca Witzburg was six months
pregnant with her first child when
the state announced social-distanc-
ing regulations to “flatten the curve”
and keep hospitals from becoming
overwhelmed. Ms. Witzburg avoided
grocery shopping and stayed in her
home to minimize her exposure to
the COVID-19 coronavirus and pro-
tect herself and her unborn child.
She hoped that by her June 20 due
date, hospitals “would be a little less
crazy,” but her baby had other ideas.

After having what Ms. Witzburg
described as a “wonderful preg-
nancy,” she woke up at 1 a.m. on
April 20 with labor pains. She and
her husband, Adam Witzburg,
Googled the differences between
Braxton Hicks (also known as false
labor) and real contractions. They
decided she was in labor and went to
the hospital. The doctors at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston confirmed she was in la-
bor and gave her medication to stop
it.

“Doctors wanted to keep him in as

long as possible. Days mattered at
that point,” she said. Two days later,
her contractions lessened, and she
was released. However, later that
same night her contractions became

stronger and closer together, so she
and her husband went back to the
hospital.

“In the same building filled with
sickness and people fighting for their
lives, we had another fighter coming
into the world like a beacon of hope,”

she said. Adam Martin Witzburg was
born on April 22 and named to honor
his father and grandfather. Although
premature, baby “Addy” was a
healthy 31-week-old, with no major
complications. Addy was taken to
the neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU). The earliest he will be re-
leased is Friday, May 22, but he
could stay in the NICU until Mon-
day, June 22.

“It was an easy and quick birth,”
Ms. Witzburg said, and her husband
was able to be in the room to support
her the whole time. She gave birth to
Addy around 6 p.m. and was re-
leased the next morning at 10:30.

Current rules allow only parents
to visit the NICU, and the Witzburgs
go see Addy every day. They enter
through the main entrance doors and
are questioned by a security guard
about COVID symptoms. Then they
head to the NICU and wash their
hands up to their elbows for two
minutes before being masked and
gloved. Every hospital worker also
is masked and gloved the entire time.

Ms. Witzburg said the NICU is
“super high tech.” Each tiny patient
resides in their own isolette, has their
own nurse and privacy curtain, and
the doctors call with updates if the
parents are not there during the
doctor’s rounds.

“I’ve never felt so comfortable in
an uncomfortable situation,” Ms.
Witzburg said.

Addy is “off his breathing tube
and getting stronger,” his mother
said. Ms. Witzburg said that when
Addy was born, he looked up at her
with one open eye, and she “knew
this little man was a sign of strength
and resilience during these difficult
times.” She said the hospital plays
“Fight Song” by Rachel Platten each
time they release a COVID patient,
and they can hear it in the NICU.

Adam Martin Witzburg

Resident Salutes Workers
From Her Front Window

Photo courtesy of Adrienne Robertiello
A TRIBUTE TO ESSENTIAL WORKERS...Scotch Plains resident Adrienne
Robertiello pays tribute every day to essential workers in the coronavirus
pandemic by hand-drawing signs that she hangs in the front window of her home.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — While the
recent military flyovers in New York
and elsewhere honoring first respond-
ers drew plenty of attention, a town-
ship resident has been paying daily
tribute to essential workers from all
walks of life from the front window of
her home.

Each day since April 5, Westfield
Avenue resident Adrienne Robertiello
has been hanging a new hand-made
lightcatcher-type decoration in her
window to honor the many essential
workers who have continued to work
in the weeks since most of the state
shut down in response to the
coronavirus pandemic. She told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
got the idea after noticing in March
the many hand-drawn rainbows be-
ing displayed on front doors and win-
dows.

“They’re beautiful,” she said, “and
symbolized hope.” The rainbows got
her to thinking what she could do and
she came up with the idea for a daily
recognition of essential workers and
“an appreciation of the work they’re
doing.”

Each day’s decoration is framed by
a heart — which she says symbolizes
“love and gratitude” and “universal
appreciation” — and inside the heart
are symbols or other indicators of the
group being honored. Over the past
month, Mrs. Robertiello has drawn
animals to honor veterinarians and
others who care for animals; an air-
plane to pay tribute to the airline
industry; a series of interlocking gears
to honor those in manufacturing and
technology; a microscope, test tube
and beaker to call attention to those
involved in science and research; and
a series of postage stamps to honor
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Mountainside - (9 a.m. to Noon) Liquid Church 1180 Spruce Dr, Mountainside
- Shoreline East Construction Corp truck will be there.

Westfield - (9 a.m. to Noon) - 490 Otisco Drive, Westfield - Look for the
Harmony Design Group truck.

Garwood/Cranford - (9 a.m. to Noon) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood -
look for the Cuccaro Landscaping & Star Painting trucks.

Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35
South Ave., Fanwood - There will be multiple Shovlin vehicles ready.

Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L. Johnson High School - 365 Westfield
Ave., Clark - A Plus Painting and Design Inc. will have a truck on location.

COVID-19 Totals
COVID-19 Totals
Union County -
 cases,  deaths

Cranford - 401 cases,  73 deaths
Fanwood - 75 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood - 41 cases, 1 death

Mountainside - 65 cases, 12 deaths
Scotch Plains - 224 cases, 2 deaths
Westfield - 239 cases, 33 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

SP-F BOE Okays $105.8-Mil.
Budget, $94.3-Mil. Tax Levy

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of education last Thursday unani-
mously approved a $105,799,782
budget, of which $94,315,692 will
be raised in taxes. The tax levy
includes $1,294,500 in debt ser-
vice.

The total school board tax levy
on Scotch Plains residents is

$73,481,603. Fanwood residents
will pay $20,834,089 in school dis-
trict taxes.

Scotch Plains residents will see a
2.07-percent increase, or $181.95
per every $122,947 of average as-
sessed home value, stated Board
Business Administrator Deborah S.
Saridaki.

Fanwood residents will see a 1.13-
percent increase, stated Ms.
Saridaki. Fanwood residents will
pay $86.33 per every $85,210 of
average assessed home value.

A total of $101,823,148 was ap-
proved for the general fund budget
for the 2020-2021 school year,
$93,021,192 of which will be funded

through taxes.
In other business, spring sports

have been cancelled this year, as
students have to continue to learn
remotely, stated Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Joan Mast. At
Thursday’s virtual meeting, the
board recognized winter sports ac-
complishments from both the 2019-
2020 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Girls’ Varsity Win-
ter Track and Varsity Swim Teams.

Nine students were honored as
individual and group sectional
champions. Julia Jackson won the
sectional championships in the 55-
meter and 400-meter events. Jenai
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Fanwood Approves
Emergency Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil unanimously approved an emer-
gency budget at its Monday meeting.
Emergency budgets allow a town to
make active financial decisions or pro-
ceed with business while the “official
budget is finalized,” explained acting
Fanwood Business Administrator Fred
Tomkins. In recent memory, the bor-
ough has utilized emergency budgets
three other times, he said, describing
his tenure in Fanwood.

“An emergency budget gives us
something to draw from in the mean-
time,” said Mr. Tomkins, referencing
New Jersey budget law, procedures
and policy.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that she will lead a special response
commission organizing input from
mayors from across the New Jersey
League of Municipalities (NJLM),
which will address municipal budget
hurdles, short-term funding solutions
and even COVID-19 short-term bonds

for municipalities statewide. Mayor
Mahr is the immediate past president
of the NJLM.

The emergency budget was intro-
duced just several weeks after Gover-
nor Phil Murphy extended the prop-
erty-tax deadline to Monday, June 1,
for all residents. Fanwood, like mu-
nicipalities throughout New Jersey, is
experiencing uncertain revenue
streams, stated Mayor Mahr.

As of Monday, Fanwood had 75
total COVID-19 positive cases, with
11 Fanwoodians having passed away
from the virus, the mayor said. Of
those 11 residents, eight lived at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, a long-term-
care facility on South Avenue.

Mayor Mahr, the finance commit-
tee and Mr. Tomkins will continue to
assess the municipal budget prag-
matically in the upcoming weeks,
stated Councilwoman and Finance
Committee Chairwoman Erin
McElroy Barker. The finance com-
mittee is looking to trim the budget
where possible to offset any possible
revenue shortfalls, stated Ms. Barker.

“Residents cannot walk into Bor-
ough Hall and pay their taxes,” said
Mayor Mahr, describing COVID-19
building policy and procedure
changes. However, residents can pay
their property taxes in three other
ways. She said residents can choose
to drop their taxes in the designated
mailboxes outside Borough Hall, pay
online, or pay by regular mail.

The mayor said it was “important
to note” when paying through the
online portal, which can be found on
the borough website, that this option
includes additional fees. Some resi-
dents may find the additional fees as
minimal for the convenience, while

—


