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Gale Metzger

Gale Metzger, 83, Devoted Family Man;
Distinguished Leader in Media Research
Gale Metzger, beloved father and

grandfather, and a titan of media
research, formerly of Summit, New
Jersey, and Manchester, Vermont, died
at the age of 83 on Monday, March
16, 2020, in New Jersey. His desire in
life was to provide for his family, to
do work that was challenging and
interesting, and to contribute to
society. Throughout the
industry, he was known
for his humility, loyalty
and integrity.

Gale’s 50-year career
in business and media,
from statistical research
to broadcasting research
technology, made him a
close witness to United
States media research
history.

Gale was the retired
co-founder and president
of Statistical Research,
Inc. (SRI), based in
Westfield, New Jersey,
which created and provided a number
of important media and consumer
research services, and played a key
role in the development of Computer-
Assisted Telephone Interviewing and
Random Digit Dialing — both
breakthroughs that enabled significant
improvements in research quality.
Other services included the audience
ratings for national network radio
(RADAR: Radio’s All Dimension
Audience Research 1972-2001);
studies and audits of television
measurement systems, including the
development — in collaboration with
TV networks and advertisers — of a
complete ratings service for the digital
age (SMART); ongoing services to
understand how and why consumers
use media; and many sponsored studies
related to media usage and advertising.

In 1979, Gale provided detailed
testimony before the U.S. Senate
regarding the erroneous commercial
credit reporting practices of Dun &
Bradstreet. He testified again before
the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science and Technology concerning
proposed legislation, the FAIR
Ratings Act of 2005. Gale served as
Chairman of the ARF Board of
Directors, as well as Chairman of its
Research Quality Council. He was a
former president of the Market
Research Council (1988-1989) and
Radio and Television Research
Council. Gale acted as a chief
consultant to the industry’s Committee
On National Television Audience
Measurement (CONTAM), an
organization born out of the U.S.
Congressional Harris Committee

investigation into the Nielsen system.
He also served as a consultant to
GfK/Knowledge Networks, SRI, and
others. In his retirement, he served on
the Board of Trustees at the Overlook
Hospital Foundation in Summit, New
Jersey.

Born in Dayton, Ohio, Gale
received his Bachelor of Arts in

Econometrics from
N o r t h w e s t e r n
University and was the
first in his family to
receive a college
degree. He began his
career in media and
broadcast research at
Nielsen in 1958.

“Gale was a visionary
who sought to build
audience measurement
systems that anticipated
the world as it has
evolved. He was a man
of consummate integrity
committed to research

quality,” said Neil Braun, former
president of NBC Television Network,
now dean, Lubin Business School,
Pace University.

Throughout his lifetime, Gale was
often honored for his illustrious work.
He received the National Association
of Broadcasters (NAB) Research
Award, the NAB Hugh Malcolm
Belville Award, the Advertising
Research Foundation (ARF) Lifetime
Achievement Award and was inducted
into The Market Research Council
Hall of Fame in 2000.

Gale was predeceased by his
beloved wife of 49 years, Angela
Serpe Metzger (1938-2006). He is
survived by his children, Matt
Metzger (Debbie Pupo), Cassandra
Metzger, Beatrice Fagan (John
Fagan), Eleanor Armstrong (Nick
Armstrong) and Olivia Metzger
Penizotto; his brother, Gene Metzger
(Barbara Metzger); grandchildren,
Isabelle, Lucas, Austin, Jack, Curtis,
Drew, Margot, Sabrina and Ava; and
his beloved and faithful dog, Leopold
the Great (“Leo”).

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Gale’s memory can be sent to Mobile
Meals of Westfield and Nourish NJ,
two charities who are on the frontlines
of delivering meals to the elderly
during this extraordinary time in our
nation’s history.

The Metzger family will hold a
memorial at a future date. Notes to
the family can be sent c/o Beatrice
Fagan, 6 Westminster Place,
Morristown, N.J. 07960, or to
GaleMetzgerMemorial@gmail.com.
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Temple Sholom to Hold
Yom HaShoah Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom has announced that it will
host its annual Yom HaShoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day,
program on Sunday, April 19, at 7
p.m. It is free and open to the public.

The keynote speaker at this year’s
Service of Remembrance and Hope
will be Holocaust refugee Erwin Ganz.
Born in Frankfurt, Germany, in August
1929, Mr. Ganz and his family were
forced to relocate to Bernakstel Koos,
Germany, in 1932. After the
Nuremberg Laws were passed in
1935, Mr. Ganz could no longer attend
the local public school. From age 5 to
age 8, he took the train on his own to
attend a Jewish school elsewhere. In
1938, Mr. Ganz’s father left for
America in order to pave the way for
the family to eventually emigrate. That
year, 8-year-old Erwin witnessed
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken
Glass, when Nazis destroyed Jewish
homes and businesses. The family
fortunately was able to leave in April
1939 and settled in Newark, N.J. Mr.
Ganz currently lives in Warren.

Mr. Ganz was a director at the
Ronson Corporation, where his career
spanned six decades. Since retirement,
he has spoken at numerous colleges,
high schools, public libraries and
synagogues about his life as a child,
growing up in Nazi Germany before,
during and after Kristallnacht. He also
has spoken at the Museum of Jewish
Heritage in New York City.

Following Mr. Ganz’s presentation,
the Yom HaShoah program will
continue with a special service
designed to give voice to those who
endured the cruelties of the Holocaust,
from those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis to those who miraculously
survived. Their words will be included
in the service through readings and
song. Included will be excerpts from
Anne Frank’s diary, poetry by
resistance paratrooper Hannah
Senesch, liturgy by survivor and
humanitarian Elie Wiesel, and stories
and poems written by others whose
names are less well known, such as
children imprisoned in the Terezin
concentration camp.

The program also will feature music

of rebirth after the war. Six candles,
representing the six million Jews who
perished, will be lit by Temple Sholom
members whose lives, either as
Holocaust refugees or as children and
grandchildren of survivors, have been
affected by the Holocaust.

The program is underwritten by
Temple Sholom’s Nathanson Adult
Education Fund.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish congregation led
by Rabbi Joel N. Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein. The temple and its
religious school are home to about 250
families from the greater Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area. The congregation is
located at 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Temple Sholom is a member of
the Union for Reform Judaism. It
recently became the first synagogue in
Union County to offer a voluntary
membership contribution model. For
more information about the temple or
joining the congregation, call (908)
889-4900, email
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.
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DOG DAYS...Mother Seton students experience the calming effects of service
dogs during exams.
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CLARK — Mother Seton Regional
High School in Clark is continuing its
tradition of inviting service dogs in to
visit with students during mid-term
exam week. With the program now in
its fourth year, the canine cuties spend
an hour in the school’s Drama Studio,
lapping up the love the students and
teachers give them.

“We started doing this because one
of the families here trained service
dogs,” said Sister Jacquelyn Balasia,
principal. “It was so well received by
the staff and students that we decided
to do this again during final exams in
June. We never stopped because the
students really look forward to this.
We have never seen so many smiles
during exam week!”

Having dogs in the school is gaining
support. A study published by the

National Institutes of Health (NIH)
has shown that “having a dog present
in school actually promotes a positive
mood and provides significant positive
effects on the body because stress
hormones and blood pressure are
lowered.”

“In between the exams, the students
have a break and eat lunch,” stated
Sister Jacquelyn. “They are then free
to go see the dogs, who are with their
owners. We have seen exam anxiety
levels decrease in many students
because they are renewed and calm
going into their second exam.”

The NIH study concluded that, “the
presence of a dog in an educational
setting seems to support concentration,
attention and relaxation and reduces
high stress levels which inhibit
academic performance.”

Area Residents Join Ranks
Of Literacy N.J. Tutors

COUNTY — Literacy New
Jersey recently welcomed 10 new
volunteer tutors from Union County
who have joined its ranks as English
as a Second Language (ESL) tutors
after completing a 15-hour training
course.

The new trainees include Leah
Brown, Joan Craig,  Carolyn
Daurio,  Tom Ganley,  Tom
Kaercher, Sherry Krakauer, Laura
Lesniak, Ken Mirsky, Wilneris
Santana and Teresa Tejeda-Melo.

The training prepares tutors to
work with adults who struggle with
reading, writing and speaking
English. Literacy New Jersey tutors
work in libraries, schools and
church centers throughout Union
County, helping adults to improve
their skills in order to find better
jobs, help their children in school,
and become more involved in the
community.

Several of the new trainees got
right to work and are already
teaching at locations such as the
Elizabeth Public Library and
Summit High School, where

Literacy New Jersey has thriving
ESL programs. These programs
serve the growing immigrant
population in Union County. Part of
the recent Literacy New Jersey
training included class observations
at these locations, where the new
tutors had the opportunity to meet
students and observe experienced
tutors in action.

According to one trainee, “The
tutor training program is very well
put together. The trainers are
amazing! I am confident about all I
have learned and I am both excited
and nervous to meet my students.”

Literacy New Jersey runs tutor
training twice a year, in January
and September.  The training
provides a practical, hands-on
approach to working with adults,
and includes ideas for materials
and activities as well as strategies
for lesson planning. Previous
teaching experience is not required.
For more information on training
and other opportunities at Literacy
New Jersey, call (908) 486-1777
or email bbagger@literacynj.org.

NEW TUTORS ON BOARD...These new volunteer tutors with Literacy New
Jersey recently completed training and are eager to help adults improve their skills
in reading, writing and speaking English.

GOOD CITIZEN...The Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) presented the DAR Good Citizen Award to Matthew Skolar, a
senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS), on February 28. Matthew
was selected as the school’s Good Citizen by the SPFHS staff based on dependability
(includes truthfulness, loyalty and punctuality), service (includes cooperation,
courtesy and consideration of others), leadership (includes personality, self-control
and responsibility) and patriotism (includes unselfish interest in family, school,
community and nation). He also submitted an essay written in two hours, administered
by a faculty member and based on the required DAR subject. Matthew’s award
included a Good Citizen certificate, pin, wallet card and a $100 cash prize donated
by the Westfield DAR Chapter. Pictured, from left to right, are: SPFHS Principal
David Heisey, Lisa Kane, DAR Good Citizen chairwoman; Matthew, Barbara
Benko, DAR Chapter regent, and Gwyn Nielsen, DAR member.

RAKE AND HOE VISIT...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
enjoy a recent visit to the Jardine Academy, where they decorated the Spring Tree
and donated a copy of the book “The Rainbow Fish.” Pictured, from left to right, are:
Donna Sevchuk, Maryfran Annese, Joyce Mullen, Karen Jolley-Gates, Cathy
Becker, Mary Lou Nolas and Jane Christiani. Not pictured is Mary Foley-Smith.

Garwood Library Reveals
Digital Material Is Available
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library currently is closed.
Pursuant to a “Declaration of
Emergency,” all public buildings
and facilities in Garwood are closed
and all public events and activities
have been canceled.

Library patrons are advised that
all fines will be waived during this
period so there is no need to return
library items at this time. Anyone
wishing to return items can drop
them off at the Library Book Return
located in the library parking lot.

The library still has digital
material available, including World
Book, RBDigital magazines and
Hoopla, its eBook, audiobook and
movie provider. The library also
has increased checkouts on Hoopla
items from three to five for the
duration of the closure. Those who
are not sure how to access the digital
services or who need library card
information are asked to email the
library at
garwoodlibrary@garwood.org.

The Garwood Public Library is

located at 411 Third Avenue. Full
information on library programs, as
well as updates related to the
evolving coronavirus situation, are
available online at
youseemore.com/garwood/.

Oratorio Singers
Postpone Concert

WESTFIELD — The Oratorio
Singers have announced that, due
to concerns for the health of their
singers, musicians and audience, the
group will reschedule its concert
that was set for this Sunday, March
29, at 3 p.m.

The Oratorio Singers had planned
to celebrate their 40th year with this
concert at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. It was to feature
a performance of The Creation by
Joseph Haydn, as well as a new work
entitled “Hallelujah!” composed by
Trent Johnson.

For more information about the
Oratorio Singers, visit
oratoriosingerswestfield.org.

F-SP College Club
Cancels Luncheon,

Raffle Sales Continue
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS

— The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains has cancelled its schol-
arship fund-raising luncheon sched-
uled for Sunday, April 19, to comply
with Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidelines.

The College Club is strongly com-
mitted to its goal of empowering young
women through education. With that
goal in mind, the club’s fund-raising
efforts will continue through the sale
of 50/50 raffle tickets, at $2 each (con-
sisting of three prizes), and a ShopRite
$500 gift card raffle at $5 each with
500 tickets available.

All proceeds from the sales of raffle
tickets will go directly into the schol-
arship fund. The drawing will take
place by the end of September.

Raffle tickets can be purchased from
College Club members or by emailing
Pat at CollegeClub.FSP@gmail.com.

Library Friends Invite Youth
To Enter Essay Contest

WESTFIELD — The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library are inviting
eighth-grade students at Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools to enter
an essay contest entitled “What Does
Our Town Library Mean to You?”

The contest has been established to
encourage young people to think
creatively about the impact their local
library has on their lives. As part of the
town’s year-long celebration of
Westfield 300, the Friends are seeking
to highlight the vital influence the
library has had on Westfield youth.

Students are asked to write about one
or two experiences they have had at the
Westfield Memorial Library that made

the library special to them. Entrants are
asked to share what happened and why
they felt the way they did. They may
write an essay or a story. Submissions
should be original work, 350 to 500
words in length, typed.

The Friends request that participants
submit entries online to
info@fwmlnj.org and include contact
information and the name of their
school and Language Arts teacher.

Essays will be judged on the
following criteria: 1. Relevance to the
topic in an articulate, clear and
organized manner; 2. Originality of
ideas presented; 3. Spelling, grammar
and punctuation.

All essays must be submitted by
Friday, April 3. The author of the
winning essay from each school will
be awarded a $100 U.S. Savings Bond
and a book of his or her choice. For
further information, access fwmlnj.org/
. To print details of the essay contest,
click Friends of WML Essay Contest.

Rake and Hoe Garden Club
Brings ‘Rainbow’ to Jardine
WESTFIELD — As part of their

commitment to community service,
members of the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield visited Jardine
Academy on March 10 to decorate the
Spring Tree with numerous rainbow
fish ornaments that members of the
club had made.

The ornaments were inspired by
“The Rainbow Fish,” written and
illustrated by Marcus Pfisher. The book
tells an inspiring story about generosity
and friendship. Although the rainbow
fish is the most beautiful fish in the
ocean, he is lonely and friendless
because he refuses to share his prize
possession, his shiny silver scales.
Eventually he decides to give away his
shiny scales and is rewarded with
friendship and happiness. A copy of
the book was donated to the school’s
library.

The Spring Tree stands in the lobby
of the school and is enjoyed by all who
pass by. The area around the tree also
was decorated with the Rainbow Fish
ornaments.

In past years, a member of Rake and
Hoe has read the story to students from
Jardine Academy. This year, the
students were not present due to
concern over the spread of coronavirus.
However, the students will learn about
the story of the rainbow fish from their
teachers in the coming days.

The Jardine Academy, operated by
the Cerebral Palsy League and
approved by the New Jersey

Department of Education, provides a
comprehensive educational program
designed to meet the cognitive and
physical needs of children and young
adults, ages 3 to 21, with multiple
disabilities.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
affiliated with the Garden Club of New
Jersey and the National Garden Club,
Inc. The club meets on the second
Wednesday of the month, at noon, at
the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Membership is open to residents
of Westfield and surrounding towns.
For more information, call Beth Siano
at (908) 233-4150 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Marc Vaccaro Makes
Becker Dean’s List

WORCESTER/LEICESTER,
Mass. — Marc Vaccaro of Cranford
recently was named to the Becker
College Dean’s List for the Fall 2019
semester. He is pursuing a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Interactive Media
Design, Game Production and
Management Concentration.

The Dean’s List recognizes all full-
time students (24 or more credit hours
earned for the academic year; 12
minimum each semester — September
through May) whose term grade point
average is 3.50 or higher with no grade
below a B- and no incomplete (I) or
withdrawal/failing (WF) grades.

Caldwell U. Reveals
Dean’s List Honorees
CALDWELL, N.J. — Multiple

local residents are among 650 students
who recently were named to the Fall
2019 Dean’s List at Caldwell
University, according to Barbara J.
Chesler, Ed.D., vice-president for
academic affairs at the university.

The students included Sarah Pardal
and Phillip Onofri of Cranford;
Brittani Hoffman of Garwood and
Theoniki Makras of Scotch Plains.

Other area students on the Dean’s
List included Ryan Rutano and Megan
DeGregorio of Clark; Samantha
Ashton, Nicholas Tirri, Brooke Russell
and Charles Tavormina of Colonia;
Pedro Liriano of Plainfield; Peach
Smith, Matthew Angrisani, Natalia
Guerra, Caitlin Diaz, Jose Segovia
and Ashley Celis of Rahway, and
Katherine Reo of South Plainfield.

In order to achieve this honor,
students must maintain a cumulative
grade point average of 3.5 or higher
and complete at least 12 credits during
the semester.


