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McCAFFERY, TORETTA LED IN SCORING & 3-POINTERS

Cougars Had a Rock & Roll
Hoops Season; Finished 10-15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ups and downs were certainly in
the cards for the Cranford High School
girls basketball team this season. With
only one senior on the squad, the
youthful Lady Cougars had a few
short winning streaks only to follow
up with slightly longer losing streaks
to finish with a 10-15 record. Probably
the Cougars’ biggest victory was in
their second meeting with the Oak
Knoll Royals and their most stinging
setback came in their third meeting
with the Roselle Catholic Lions.

After defeating the hosting Brearley
Bears, 53-26, in the season opener,
the Cougars got involved in their
wildest scoring shootout in a home
game with Pope John in a 73-63 loss.
Junior Liz McCaffery pumped in 21
points, which included four 3-pointers,
and senior Gianna Toretta nailed five
3-pointers and finished with 18 points,
while freshman Sarah O’Donnell
scored 12 points, including a pair of
3-pointers.

Next the Cougars hosted the Cougar
Classic Round Robin Tournament and
after receiving a humbling from

Immaculata they recovered to top
Roxbury, 45-29. Toretta connected
for 16 points, with trip 3-pointers in
that game.

In their first game of 2020, Oak
Knoll gave the Cougars something to
think about in a 47-19 thrashing. The
eye opener had the Cougars
responding with three straight
victories — Nottingham (46-9),
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (37-29),
Roselle Catholic (59-53). The win
over Roselle Catholic had Toretta
sinking 25 points, which included five
3-pointers, and junior Olivia
Merriman scoring 17 points with trip
3-pointers. Junior Kirsten Williams
created four acts of theft.

But the ball rolled the other direction
with four straight losses — Old Bridge,
Watchung Hills, Westfield, Summit.
The Cougars’ most impressive win
followed, however, with a 41-40
triumph over Oak Knoll. McCaffery
sank 12 points and had a pair of 3-
pointers. Junior Amanda Vath also
had 12 points and junior Natalia Kruk
scored 11 points. Toretta dished out
five assists.

The Cougars next picked up their
second win over Roselle Catholic,
52-40. In that game, Kruk and Vath
would each pull 10 rebounds, while
McCaffery and Toretta would each
score 16 points and Williams would
add 10 points. Unfortunately three
straight losses would follow.

After alternating wins with losses,
the Cougars were shocked by Roselle
Catholic, 64-54, in the first round of
the Union County Tournament. The
Cougars then suffered a tough 55-51
setback to Ridgefield Park even

though McCaffery scored 22 points,
with trip 3-pointers, and Toretta had
13 points with four 3-pointers. After
dropping a 45-37 game to Union
Catholic, the Cougars completed their
regular season with a 51-30 victory
over South Plainfield then were
defeated by Mendham, 49-42, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 Tournament.

McCaffery led the Cougars in
scoring with 245 points and 3-pointers
with 35. She also had 22 steals, 40
rebounds and 17 assists. Toretta was
right behind her with 237 points,
including 34 3-pointers. Toretta also
led the team in steals with 25 and in
assists with 63, while adding 45
rebounds and a blocked shot.

Vath netted 128 points and led the
Cougars with 73 rebounds, while
contributing eight assists, nine steals
and three blocks. Williams was next
on the scoring list with 126 points.
Her hard driving toward the basket
drew many fouls which enabled her to
be the team leader in free throws with
50. Also Williams was second on the
team with 24 steals and second with
63 rebounds.

O’Donnell finished with 101 points,
including 22 3-pointers, and added
35 rebounds, 12 steals, six assists and
two blocks. Merriman put up 94 points
with five 3-pointers and had 24
rebounds, eight steals, five assists and
a block. Sophomore Kathryn
Wheatley led the team with 15 blocks
and added 58 points, 44 rebounds,
seven steals and seven assists. Kruk
also had 58 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added 41 rebounds, eight
steals, three blocks and three assists.

Experiencing limited time on the
court, junior Caroline Bush had 16
points with a 3-pointer, seven
rebounds, three assists and four steals.
Freshman Cassee Marchese had 15
points with four 3-pointers, three
rebounds and three assists.
Sophomore Samantha Brunton
contributed two points and an assist.

The leadership and talent of Toretta
will be missed but the Cougars will
return a group of experienced seniors,
along with Wheatley and O’Donnell,
who had a lot of court time this year.

January 9, Bonhote took first in the
50-free at 24.61 and Hughes won the
100-back in 57.72. Small, Bonhote,
Ryan and Howell touched first in the
200-free relay at 1:40.99.

When it came section tournament
time, the Raiders topped Randolph,
94-76, in the quarterfinal round. The
Raiders mixed their lineup a bit and
won two of the three relays and six of
the eight individual events.
Sophomore Morgan Tsin, junior Sofia
Leonetti, Hughes and Small took first
in the 200-medley relay at 1:59.06.
Ryan, Mooney, Leonetti and Bonhote
won the 200-free relay in 1:46.98.

Ryan won the 50-free in 27.48,
Bonhote took first in the 200IM at
2:19.17 and Hughes won the 100-fly
in 1:05.64. Tsin took first in the 100-
back at 1:06.75, sophomore Katelyn

Gaulin won the 100-breast in 1:17.63
and Mooney took first in the 100-free
at 56.74.

The Raiders fared a little better
against the Hilltoppers in the section
semifinal in a 94-76 loss. Hughes
placed first in the 200IM at 2:11.05
and the 100-back at 57.41. Bonhote
won the 50-free in 24.52 and the 100-
free in 53.72. Mooney, Small, Hughes
and Ryan took first in the 400-free
relay at 3:45.1.

The five-year UCT dominance by
the Raider girls team finally came to an
end at Sonny Werblin Pool at Rutgers
University on January 26 when the
Westfield Blue Devils regained the
crown with a team total of 386, followed
by the Summit Hilltoppers at 364 and
the Raiders at 300.

Bonhote won the 50-free at 24.21.

Hughes won the 100-back at 57.61.
Small, Howell, Ryan and Bonhote
took second in the 200-free relay at
1:40.01. Bonhote, Mooney, Howell
and Small finished second in the 400-
free relay at 3:40.34.

On December 19 in Westfield, the
Raider boys found out that
tremendous strength of depth,
especially in the final five events,
came into play as the Westfield Blue
Devils, clinging to a slim 48-46 lead
after the 100-freestyle, outscored
them, 53-23, in those events to seize
a 101-69 victory. The Raiders claimed
a first place in five of the first six
events but the Blue Devils’ depth held
on to keep that narrow lead.

The Blue Devils ran into a problem
in the very first event, the 200-medley
relay, when they touched first but

were disqualified for an infraction,
allowing Raider junior Sean Merkle,
sophomore Aidan Trenery, junior
Jason Mongiovi and freshman Brad
Frank to claim first with a time of
1:42.51. Junior Matt London touched
first in the 50-freestyle with a time of
22.39 and the 100-freestyle with a
time of 49.82. Sophomore Corey He
took first in the 200-freestyle at
1:47.85. Mongiovi won the 100-
butterfly with a time of 54.9.

The Raider boys did defeat
Chatham, 90-80, in a regular-season
meet on January 9 and won eight of
the 11 events. Trenery, Mongiovi,
London and junior Michale DePaola
took first in the 200-medley relay at
1:41.9. London, Mongiovi, DePaola
and junior Owen Ferrone took first in
the 200-free relay at 1:32.89. London

won the 50-free in 22.25 and the 100-
free in 49.6. Corey He won the 200-
free in 1:48.22 and the 500-free in
4:57.94. Trenery touched first in the
200IM at 1:58.65 and Mongiovi
placed first in the 100-breast at
1:02.95.

Just before the county tournament,
the Raiders fell short to Summit, 94-
76. London won the 50-free in 22.38
and the 100-free in 49.76. Trenery
won the 100-back in 57.56. Trenery,
Mongiovi, London and DePaola took
first in the 200-medley relay at 1:44.5.

The Raiders placed third in the
UCT with a total of 321 behind
Westfield at 430 and Summit at 332.
London placed first in the 50-free at
21.78. Trenery took second in the
100-back at 55.0 and second in the
200-IM 1:57.37.

Finally, seeded second in North
Jersey, Section 2, Public B, the Raiders
were stunned by third-seeded
Chatham, 91-79. The Raiders won
eight of the 11 events, including both
freestyle relays, but were overcome
by Chatham’s depth.

Corey He took first in the 200-free
at 1:49.77 and the 500-free at 4:58.09.
London won the 50-free at 22.44 and
the 100-free at 49.49. Trenery won
the 200IM at 1:59.42 and the 100-
back at 55.81. London, He, Merkle
and Trenery won the 400-free relay in
3:29.05. Mongiovi, DePaola, He and
London took first in the 200-free relay
at 1:35.38.

Both the Raider girls and boys will
return the vast majority of their team
point earners so next year looks very
promising.

Blue Devil Swim Boys Regained UCT Crown
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backstroke, and was on the winning
200-medley relay and the 400-free
relay foursome that finished second.

Kronheimer took top honors in the
50-free, swam on the winning 200-
medley relay and 200-free relay, and
placed third in the 100-breaststroke.
Veres was on the winning 200-medley
relay, placed second in the 100-fly
and 100-breast, and was on the 200-
free relay foursome that took second.
Camacho finished second in the 500-
free and 200-free, and was on the
second-placed 400-free relay.

The following week was very big.
Coming off a loss to No. 4 Christian
Brothers Academy, whose only setback
was to No. 1 Cherry Hill East, the No.
9 Blue Devils were put to the test once
again with an appointment to host No.
15 Bergen Catholic (BC) in Westfield.
The test was truly difficult but the 9-1
Blue Devils sealed an 89-81 victory
when they finished 1-3 in the final
event, the 400-freestyle relay.

Clinging to a slim 79-77 lead
entering the 400-free relay, Kavanagh,

Camacho, freshman Christian
Tedesco and with a big kick from
anchorman Baker, the Blue Devils
tapped the wall first in 3:19.94 just
ahead of BC’s Tom Haemmerlie, Ben
Rose, Alex Rose and Julian Chun,
who finished second in 3:20.83.
Scanlan, sophomore TJ Walsh,
sophomore Billy Maguire and
Swenson added two bonus points by
touching third at 3:29.49.

Then came the UCT
Championships. The Blue Devils
regained their title after yielding to
Summit by a slim margin last year,
405-400. The Blue Devils finished
with a total of 430, followed by
Summit at 332 and the Raiders at
321. The Blue Devils won two relays
and one individual event. Kavanagh,
Kronheimer, Scanlan and Altman
finished first in the 200-free relay at
1:29.47. Kavanagh, Camacho,
Altman and Baker finished first in the
400-free relay at 3:17.41. Baker won
the 100-back in 53.49.

With the second seed in the North

2, Public A Tournament, the Blue
Devils trounced Ridge, 115-55, in the
semifinal round. The Blue Devils won
all three relays and all but two
individual events. Baker, Veres,
Swenson and Kronheimer started the
trouncing with a win in the 200-medley
relay.

Kavanagh, Kronheimer, Scanlan
and Altman won the 200-free relay,
and Walsh, Swenson, Maguire and
Scanlan closed it out by winning the
400-free relay. Camacho won the 200-
free and 50-free, Kavanagh won the
200IM and the 100-free, Baker won
the 200-back and Veres won the 100-
breast.

The season’s final meet for the Blue
Devils was a 111-59 loss to
Bridgewater-Raritan in the North 2,
Public A finals. The Blue Devils’ only
win came when Baker touched first in
the 200IM.

The Blue Devils will graduate only
a few seniors, although very talented,
but the bulk of the team will return
ready to go next year.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey, will meet on Mon-
day, April 6, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey to hear and consider the following
appeal for front setback and parking vari-
ances and for preliminary and final site
plan approval for applicant, 440 North
Avenue East LLC, to construct a three-
story mixed-use building containing retail
space on the ground floor, office space on
floors two and three, and accessory park-
ing areas located at 440 North Avenue
East, Westfield, New Jersey, and for such
variances as may be necessary from the
provisions of:

Section 11.27 (E)(1): Front setback, or-
dinance requires 15 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Section 17-02(C)(5)(c): Parking required
by use, ordinance requires 64, proposed
40.

Section 17-04(A): Parking space size,
ordinance requires 9 feet x 18 feet, pro-
posed 9 feet x 16 feet in 9 spaces.

Section 17-02(B)(4): Parking required
by zone, 53, proposed 40.

Section 17-10(G): Light fixture location,
ordinance requires 3 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Together with such other variances,
waivers, and/or exceptions as may be re-
quired.

Any person(s) affected by this applica-
tion may have an opportunity to be heard
at the Public Hearing in this matter at which
time you may appear either in person, by
agent or attorney and present comments
which you may have regarding this appli-
cation.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Triarsi, Betancourt, Wukovits
& Dugan, LLC

Dated:  March 4, 2020
By: Rafael J. Betancourt,

Attorney for Applicant
186 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 03/26/20, The Leader Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

ORDINANCE 20-06-S

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey on March 16, 2020 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Bor-
ough Clerk’s office for members of the
general public who request the same. The
summary of the terms of such bond ordi-
nance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $150,000 FOR ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS (SEWER
CAPITAL) FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHO-
RIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$142,500 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FI-
NANCING PART OF THE AP-
PROPRIATION

Purpose(s): For road improvements to
Elm Street, Tower Place and Willow Street
(Sewer Capital), including curbing and
drainage, and including all work or materi-
als necessary therefor or incidental thereto.

Appropriation:  $150,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $142,500
Grants (if any) Appropriated: N/A
Section 20 Costs:  $30,000
Useful Life:  20 Years

Colleen Huehn,
Acting Borough Clerk

1 T - 03/26/20, The Times Fee: $42.84
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG FREESTYLER...Raider sophomore Corey He took first in the 200-free at 1:49.77 and the 500-free at 4:58.09 in
the North Jersey, Section 2, Public B meet against the Chatham Cougars.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE WINNING UCT 400-FREE RELAY TEAM...Blue Devil sophomore Seth Camacho, along with Colin Kavanagh,
Jeremy Kronheimer and Roan Baker, won the Union County Tournament title in the 400-free relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TEAM LEADER...Cougar senior Gianna Toretta, No. 13, with Liz McCaffery, No. 10, Kirsten Williams, background, and
Amanda Vath, left, supporting, moves the ball downcourt against the Immaculata Lady Spartans early in the season.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Township of Cranford has cancelled
the March 24, 2020 bid opening for:

GARBAGE REMOVAL SER-
VICE FOR MUNICIPAL BUILD-
INGS AND GROUNDS

Due to: Bid Revisions.
The bid opening has been resched-

uled for May 27, 2020
Please visit www.cranfordnj.org to
review the notice to bidders and

download the solicitation.

Patricia Donahue
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
8 Springfield Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Telephone: 908-709-7210

Fax: 908-276-4859
p-donahue@cranfordnj.org

1 T - 03/26/20, The Leader Fee: $23.46


